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18  BE3PECTFULLY  INSCRIBED. 


PREFACE 


TO    THE   ELEVENTH   EDITION. 


After  the  death  of  T.  Romeyn  Begk,  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  he  had,  with  characteristic  industry,  col- 
lected a  large  amount  of  matter  for  a  new  edition  of 
his  treatise  on  Medical  Jurisprudence.  These  mate- 
rials were  by  his  family  placed  in  my  hands,  with 
a  request  that  I  would  prepare  the  new  edition  for 
the  press.  Conscious  of  my  own  inability  to  do  jus- 
tice to  such  a  trust,  I  sought  aid  from  the  friends 
of  Dr.  Beck.  The  required  assistance  was  cheerfully 
rendered,  and  I  was  soon  enabled  to  place  most  of 
the  more  important  chapters  in  competent  as  well 
as  friendly  hands.  In  this  way,  I  liope  that  the 
public  are  assured  of  a  good  edition  of  the  book, 
while  the  friends  of  the  author  have  a  very  welcome 
opportunity  to  pay  a  sincere  and  well  deserved  com- 
pliment to  the  memory  of  a  wise  and  good  man. 

The  names  of  the  gentlemen  who  united  with  me 
in  this  labor  of  love  and  respect  are  subjoined.  I 
hope  the  list  will  serve  as  a  guaranty  that  some- 
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thing  has  been  done  in  this  edition,  if  not  to  elevate 
the  character,  at  least  to  add  to  the  usefulness  of  a 
work  which  at  home  and  abroad  has  been  recog- 
nized as  an  honor  to  the  medical  literature  of  our 
country. 

My  own  task,  besides  general  supervision,  has  been 
to  incorporate  into  the  body  of  the  work  the  mate- 
rials prepared  by  Dr.  Beck,  and  to  make  the  changes 
of  which  he  had  indicated  the  propriety.  Some 
things  I  have  added,  some  things  modified;  but  I 
trust  that  all  has  been  done  with  due  respect  to 
the  memory  of  the  dead. 

C.  R.  GILMAN. 

New  York,  Novemhtr,  1859. 
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siology in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York,  for  a 
valuable  paper  on  the  Corpus  Luteum. 
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counselor-at-law,  for  valuable  suggestions  on  the  purely  legal  portion  of 
the  subject;  and  to  the  Hon.  Murray  Hoffjiax,  of  the  New  York 
Superior  Court,  for  favors  of  the  same  kind. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


TO    THE    TENTH    EDITION. 


The  present  edition,  although  announced,  and 
originally  so  intended,  as  a  reprint  from  the  last 
London,  has  been  subsequently  carefully  revised,  and 
enlarged  to  the  extent  of  several  hundred  pages. 
Numerous  and  important  additions  will  be  found  in 
every  chapter;  and  the  whole  is  again  tendered  to  the 
medical  and  legal  professions  throughout  the  Union, 
for  their  consideration,  and,  it  is  hoped,  approval. 

August,  1860. 
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PREFACE 


TO    THE    FIFTH   EDITION. 


In  preparing  the  present  edition  of  this  work  for  the 
press,  I  have  found  that  an  amount  of  labor  was  required 
equal  to  that  originally  bestowed  on  it.  This  has  arisen 
from  the  numerous  and  important  additions  made  to  the 
science  of  medical  jurisprudence  during  the  last  ten  years. 
It  has  hence  been  necessary  to  revise  every  chapter,  and 
several,  indeed,  have  been  nearly  rewritten.  I  have  also 
added  essays  on  two  subjects  not  previously  noticed,  viz., 
Insurance  upon  Lives,  and  Medical  Evidence.  In  its  pre- 
sent extended,  and,  as  I  trust,  improved  form,  I  can  only 
ask  for  it  a  portion  of  the  favor  with  which  my  first  efforts 
were  so  kindly  received. 

Besides  the  numerous  printed  works,  from  which  I  have 
derived  most  of  my  materials,  and  to  which  I  have  always 
given  due  credit,  I  must  not  omit  acknowledging  the  use 
of  the  Manuscript  Lectures  of  the  late  Professor  Stringham, 
and  of  Dr.  William  Duhlop.  For  the  former  I  am  indebted 
to  the  kindness  of  his  surviving  relatives,  M.  Hunt  and  Jos. 
Stringham,  Esquires;  and  for  the  latter,  as  delivered  at 
Edinburgh,  to  their  author. 

Drs.  Dunlop  and  Darwall,  the  successive  editors  of  the 
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English  editions,  also  enriched  the  work  with  numerous  and 
valuable  notes.  These  I  have  preserved  in  the  present  edi- 
tion, not  only  for  their  intrinsic  worth,  but  as  a  mark  of 
respect  and  gratitude  for  their  labors. 

I  have  continued  to  derive  much  assistance  from  the  New 
York  State  Library,  and  the  Libraries  of  the  Western  Medi- 
cal College  and  the  Albany  Institute;  while  many  of  my 
legal  and  medical  friends  have  allowed  me  the  freest  access 
to  their  private  collections. 

The  chapter  on  Infanticide,  originally  contributed  by  my 
brother,  has  been  again  furnished  by  him  in  an  enlarged 
and  greatly  improved  form.  I  have  considered  it  a  bare 
act  of  justice,  that  the  author  of  so  important  a  portion  of 
the  work  should  be  associated  with  me  on  the  title-page. 

T.  B.  B. 

Albany,  November ,  1835. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


Medical  Jurispbudenge,  Legal  Medicine,  or  Forensic  Medi- 
cine, as  it  is  varionsly  termed,  is  that  science  which  applies  the 
principles  and  practice  of  the  different  branches  of  medicine  to 
the  elucidation  of  doubtful  questions  in  courts  of  justice.  Bj 
some  authors,  it  is  used  in  a  more  extensive  sense,  and  also  com- 
prehends Medical  Police,  or  those  medical  precepts  which  maj 
prove  useful  to  the  legislature  or  the  magistracy.  I  shall  employ 
it  at  this  time  in  its  restricted  meaning.'*' 

Traces  of  this  science  are  to  be  found  as  early  as  the  institution 
of  civil  society.  Thus,  in  the  Jewish  law,  indications  of  it  may 
be  observed  in  the  distinction  established  between  mortal  wounds 
and  those  not  so,  and  in  the  inquiries  prescribed  in  cases  of  doubt- 
ful virginity.  Among  the  Egyptians,  according  to  Plutarch,  it 
was  ordained  that  no  pregnant  woman  should  suffer  a£9ictive 
punishment ;  while  the  Romans,  even  from  the  period  of  Numa, 
grounded  many  of  their  laws  on  the  authority  of  ancient  physi- 
cians and  philosophers.  Propter  auctoritatem  doctiasimi  Hip- 
pocrcUis  is  a  phrase  frequently  met  with  in  their  decisions  ;f  and 
the  Emperor  Adrian,  in  extending  the  term  of  legitimacy  from 
ten  months,  (the  period  fixed  by  the  Decemvirs,)  to  eleven,  was 
influenced  in  so  doing  by  the  prevailing  sentiments  of  the  phy- 
siologists of  that  day.  J  Some  detached,  but  striking  medico-legal 
facts,  are  also  mentioned  by  the  Roman  historians.  Thus,  the 
bloody  remains  of  Julius  Coesar,  when  exposed  to  public  view, 
were  examined  by  one  Antistius,  who  declared  that  out  of  twenty- 
three  wounds  which  had  been  received,  but  one  was  mortal,  and 
that  had  penetrated  the  thorax,  between  the  first  and  second  ribs. 


*  If  a  general  term  be  necessary  to  include  both  these  sciences,  I  should 
prefer  that  used  by  the  Germans,  viz.,  State  Medioinb. 
f  Belloo,  p.  6.  {  Foder^,  Introdnotion,  p.  14. 
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The  body  of  Gennanicus  was  also  inspected,  and,  by  indications 
conformable  to  the  superstitions  of  the  age,  it  was  decided  that  he 
had  been  poisoned.'*' 

The  code  of  Jastinian  contains  many  provisions  appertaining 
to  this  science,  which  we  shall  have  frequent  occasion  to  quote  in 
the  subsequent  pages.  Some  of  these,  indeed,  are  incorporated 
into  the  laws  of  almost  every  civilized  country  at  the  present  day. 

All  the  laws  of  the  ancients,  however,  and  all  the  facts  drawn 
from  their  history,  are  to  be  considered  as  merely  the  first  glim- 
merings of  knowledge  on  this  subject — and  knowledge  too,  founded 
on  the  imperfect  diagnostics  which  medicine  afforded  at  that  early 
period.  It  was  never  ordained  that  physicians  should  be  examined 
on  any  trial  until  after  the  middle  ages,  and  we  are  indebted  to  the 
Emperor  Charles  V.  of  Germany  fot  the  first  public  enactment 
prescribing  it  as  necessary,  and  thereby  recognizing  its  value  and 
importance.  In  the  celebrated  criminal  code  which  was  framed  by 
him  at  Katisbon,  in  1532,  and  which  is  known  by  the  name  of  the 
"Constitutio  Criminalis  Carolina,"  or  the  Caroline  Code,  it  is 
ordained  that  the  opinion  of  medical  men  shall  be  formally  taken 
in  every  case  where  death  has  been  occasioned  by  violent  means — 
such  as  child-murder,  poisoning,  wounds,  hanging,  drowning,  the 
procuring  of  abortion,  and  the  like.f 

"  The  publication  of  such  a  code  very  naturally  awakened  the 
attention  of  the  medical  profession,  and  summoned  numerous  writ- 
ers from  its  ranks.  '*J  It  was  the  first  regular  commencement  and 
origin  of  legal  medicine,  and  it  required  only  such  an  enactment, 
to  apprehend  the  utility  of  which  it  was  susceptible. 

The  kings  of  France  soon  became  aware  of  the  value  of  similar 
institutions.  In  1556,  Henry  II.  promulgated  a  law  by  virtue  of 
which  death  was  inflicted  on  the  female  who  should  conceal  her 
pregnancy  and  destroy  her  offspring. 

In  1606,  Henry  IV.  presented  letters  patent  to  his  first  physi- 
cian, by  which  he  conferred  on  him  the  privilege  of  nominating 
two  surgeons  in  every  city  and  important  town,  whose  duty  it 


*  Fo(ler<5,  Introduction,  p.  30. 

f  *'  George  Bishop,  of  Bamberg,  in  1607  proclaimed  a  penal  code,  drawn 
up  for  bis  Slates  bj  Baron  Schwartzemberg,  in  which  the  necessity  of  medi- 
cal evidence  in  certain  cases  was  recognized."  The  Caroline  Code  was 
founded  on  this.  Dr.  Trail,  in  Encyclopedia  Britannica,  seventh  edition, 
voL  xiv.  p.  400. 

X  Paris'  Med.  Jurisprudence,  vol.  1.  p.  10. 
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should  exclosively  be  to  examine  all  wounded  or  murdered  persons, 
and  to  make  reports  thereon  ;  and  in  1667,  Louis  XIY.  formally 
declared  that  no  report  should  be  valid  unless  it  had  received  the 
sanction  of  at  least  one  of  these  surgeons.*  At  a  subsequent 
period  (1692)  physicians  were  by  law  associated  with  surgeons  in 
these  examinations. 

The  writers  who  have  investigated  the  science  of  medical  juris* 
prudence  are  numerous.  Some  have  noticed  it  as  a  system,  while 
others  have  examined  detached  parts.  I  shall  content  myself  with 
mentioning  the  more  distinguished. 

Fortunatus  Fidelis  is  probably  the  earliest  writer  on  the  science. 
He  was  an  Italian,  and  his  work,  *'  De  Relationibus  Medicorum," 
was  published  in  1598,  at  Palermo,  f  Paulus  Zaccbias  soon  fol- 
lowed him  in  his  great  work,  "  Questiones  Medico-Legales,"  which 
appeared  at  Rome  between  1621  and  1635.|  This  distinguished 
man  rose  to  great  eminence  in  his  professioD,  and  was  physician  to 
Pope  Innocent  X.  He  died  in  1659,  in  the  seventy-fifth  year  of 
his  age.  His  treatise  on  legal  medicine,  although  partaking  of 
the  superstition  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived,  is  still  a  most  valuable 
record  of  facts,  and  a  permanent  monument  of  the  talents  of  the 
author. 

In  Germany,  Bohn  was  among  the  earliest  writers,  but  his  trea- 
tise is  confined  to  a  consideration  of  wounds.  The  **  Pandects''  of 
Valentini,  which  appeared  in  1702,  and  which  were  shortly  fol- 
lowed by  his  "Novellae,"form  a  very  complete  and  extensive  retro- 
spect of  the  opinions  and  decisions  of  preceding  writers  on  legal 
medicine.  They  consist,  indeed,  of  medico-legal  cases,  and  the 
consultations  of  distinguished  physicians,  and  of  medical  and  legal 
faculties  on  them.  Albert!,  Zittman,  Teichmeyer,  Fazelius,  Goelickr f 
Hebenstreit,  Plenck,  Daniel,  Sikora,  Ludwig,  and  Metzger,  are  also 
German  authors  of  eminence  in  this  branch  of  learning.  But  one 
of  the  most  valuable  and  comprehensive  collections  that  has  ever 
appeared,  is  that  edited  by  Schlegel.  It  consists  of  upwards  of 
forty  dissertations  on  various  parts  of  medical  jurisprudence,  writ- 
ten by  his  countrymen  at  dififerent  periods  during  the  eighteenth 


*  Foder^,  toI.  i.,  Introduction,  p.  82. 

f  Dr.  Cummin  considers  Condroncbus  as  an  earlier  writer  on  legal  medi- 
cine than  Fidelis.  He  published  in  1507,  at  Frankfort,  his  tract,  Methodui 
TeHifieandi.  According  to  Dr.  Cummin,  Fidelis  published  in  1G02.  (London 
Med.  Gazette,  toI.  xix.  p.  3.) 

X  Life  of  Zacohias,  prefixed  to  his  Qu6$Uontt  Medieo-LtgaUi, 
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oentary,  and  is  alike  honorable  to  the  national  character,  and  the 
individuals  whose  inTestigations  appear  in  it. 

In  our  own  days,  the  indefatigable  indnstry  and  great  learning 
of  the  Germans  have  furnished  important  contributions  to  the 
science.  From  a  host  of  names,  I  will  only  select  those  of  Henke, 
Bernt,  Gmelin,  Emmert,  Jaeger,  Kopp,  Ilecker,  Hoffbaner,  Remer, 
and  Wagner. 

Fodere,  in  his  sketch  of  the  history  of  the  science  in  France, 
considered  Ambrose  Pare  as  the  earliest  writer  on  it  in  that  conn- 
dry.  In  such  estimation  were  his  works  held  in  his  native  country, 
that  for  more  than  a  century  they  formed  the  sole  guide  of  the 
French  snrgeon.  To  him  succeeded  Gendri  in  1650,  Blegni  in 
1684,  and  Deveaux  in  1693  and  1701.  Their  works  were  par- 
ticularly intended  for  the  benefit  of  surgeons,  from  whom,  as  I 
have  already  stated,  the  examiners  in  medico-legal  cases  were 
selected. 

Louis  is  the  first  who  promulgated  a  just  idea  of  the  science 
to  his  countrymen.  He  investigated  several  important  points  with 
great  ability — such  as  the  certainty  of  the  signs  of  death,  pro- 
tracted gestation,  drowning,  and  the  proofs  that  distinguish  hang- 
ing through  suicide,  from  hanging  as  an  act  of  murder.  His 
consultations  also  in  various  cases,  which  are  preserved  in  the 
''Causes  Cel^bres,"  abound  in  various  and  instructive  learning. 
Some  of  his  opinions  gave  rise  to  animated  discussions,  and  thus  ex- 
cited pnblic  attention  to  these  subjects  generally.  Winslow,  Lorry, 
Lafosse,  Chanssier,  also  deserve  notice  among  the  French  writers ; 
while  toward  the  conclusion  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Professor 
Kahon,  with  several  others,  published,  in  the  "Encyclopedic  Me- 
thodiqne/'  copious  dissertations  on  medical  jurisprudence.'^ 

In  1796,  Foderc  published  the  first  edition  of  his  work  in  three 
octavo  volumes,  under  the  title  of  "Les  lois  eclairoes  par  Ics 
aeiencea  physiques,  on  Traite  de  mcdecine  legale  et  d*hygi^ne  pub- 
lique."  This  learned  physician  was  a  resident  of  Strasburg,  and 
the  author  of  several  other  treatises  of  deserved  reputation.  In 
1807,  the  system  of  Mahon,  late  Professor  of  Legal  Medicine  and 
the  History  of  Medicine  in  the  School  of  Medicine  at  Paris,  ap- 
peared, with  notes  by  M.  Fautrel ;  and  about  the  same  time,  Belloc, 
a  snrgeon  at  Agen,  published  his  sensible  and  useful  treatise  in 
one  volume.     Marc,  in  1808,  presented  a  translation  from  the 


*  FodvC,  ToL  L»  latrodnetioD,  p.  S7»  tt«. 
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Oerman,  of  the  mannal  of  Rose,  on  Medico-Legal  Dissection,  and 
enriched  it  with  valnable  notes,  besides  adding  two  most  instrnctiye 
dissertations — one  on  the  doctTnasia  pulmonum,  and  the  other  on 
death  by  drowning.  In  1812,  Ballard  published  a  translation, 
also  from  the  Oerman,  of  Metzger's  Principles  of  Legal  Medicine. 
This  work  is  peculiarly  valnable  for  the  great  learning  displayed 
in  its  notes,  and  the  opportunity  thus  afforded  of  becoming  ac- 
quainted with  the  sentiments  of  authors  whose  writings  are  either 
inaccessible,  or  in  some  degree  antiquated. 

After  bestowing  great  labor  dnring  several  years,  a  second  edi- 
tion of  his  treatise  was  published  by  Fodere,  in  1813.  It  was  now 
extended  \o  six  volumes — four  on  legal  medicine,  and  two  on  medi- 
cal police,  and  was  undoubtedly,  at  the  time  of  its  publication,  the 
most  valuable  systematic  work  on  the  science  in  the  French  lan- 
guage.* 

After  a  few  years,  there  appeared  in  Paris  one  of  the  most 
original  publications  the  present  age  has  yet  afforded.  I  refer 
to  the  system  of  Toxicology  by  Orfila,  a  Spaniard  by  birth,  but 
naturalized  and  permanently  resident  in  France.  This  is  copious, 
beyond  all  former  treatises,  in  original  experiments,  and  it  has 
done  much  to  increase  our  knowledge  of  the  action  and  the  tests 
of  individual  poisons.  The  career  of  Or61a,  so  splendidly  com- 
menced, has  been  successfully  and  ardently  pursued ;  and  his  lec- 
tures on  legal  medicine,  his  work  on  judicial  disinterments,  and 
his  numerous  essays  on  detached  subjects,  have  all  served  to  im- 
prove and  advance  his  favorite  science. 

In  1821,  Professor  Capuron  published  on  legal  medicine,  so  far 
as  it  relates  to  midwifery.  Briand,  Biessy,  Esquirol,  Georget,  Fal- 
ret.  Marc,  and  many  others,  have  either  written  regular  treatises, 
or  published  on  some  one  or  other  of  the  subjects  included  in  the 
range  of  legal  medicine.  The  most  valuable  French  work,  how- 
ever, of  the  present  day,  is  the  "Annales  d'Hygi^ne  et  de  Mcde- 
cine  Legale."  This  is  issued  quarterly,  and  is  conducted  by  some 
of  the  ablest  medical  men  in  the  nation.  In  1836,  Dr.  Devergie 
published  an  elaborate  and  able  treatise  on  legal  medicine.  It 
is  peculiarly  interesting  on  the  subject  of  persons  found  dead. 

The  first  work,  professing  to  treat  of  medical  jurisprudence, 
that  appeared  in  England,  was  the  production  of  Dr.  Farr.     This 


*  Professor  Foder6  died  at  Strasburg,  in  February,  1835,  in  the  seventy- 
second  year  of  his  age. 
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was  in  1788,  and  in  his  preface  he  mentions  that  it  is  derived  from 
Fazelias'  Elements  of  Forensic  Medicine.  It  is  brief  and  imper- 
fect, extending  only  to  one  hnndred  and  forty  duodecimo  pages: 
It  arrived  at  a  second  edition  in  1814.  The  Medical  Ethics  of 
Percival  contain  some  useful  facts ;  and  Dr  William  Hunter,  in 
his  essay  "  On  the  Uncertainty  of  the  Signs  of  Murder  in  the  Case 
of  Bastard  Children,"  examined  a  most  important  and  leading  sub- 
ject in  medical  jurisprudence.  In  1815,  Dr.  Bartley,  of  Bristol, 
published  a  few  essays  on  some  points  connected  with  midwifery. 

Dr.  Male,  of  Birmingham,  in  1816,  presented  the  first  English 
original  work  of  any  magnitude  or  value  on  medical  jurisprudence. 
A  second  edition  appeared  in  1818.  In  1821,  Dr.  John  Gordon 
Smith  published  his  excellent  treatise,  entitled  **  The  Principles  of 
Forensic  Medicine  Systematically  Arranged  and  Applied  to  British 
Practice."  This  work  has  passed  through  several  editions.  Dr. 
Smith  also  published  separate  treatises  on  medical  evidence,  and 
on  the  examination  of  witnesses,  and  was  much  engaged  as  a  lec- 
turer on  the  science."*^ 

In  1828,  an  elaborate  and  able  work  on  ''Medical  Jurispru- 
dence," in  three  octavo  volumes,  was  ofifered  to  the  British  public 
by  the  eminent  Dr.  Paris,  and  Mr.  Fonblanque,  a  barrister.  Since 
that  time,  the  Manual  of  Dr.  Ryan,  the  valuable  and  copious 
Treatise  of  Professor  Christison  on  Poisons,  undoubtedly  the  best 
in  the  language,  and  the  contributions  of  the  writers  in  the  Cyclo- 
pedia of  Practical  Medicine,  are  among  the  most  important  addi- 
tions to  our  knowledge  of  the  subject  I  must  now  (1838)  subjoin 
to  these  the  treatises  of  Dr.  Montgomery,  Mr.  Taylor,  and  Mr. 
Watson,  and  the  lectures  of  Drs.  Cummin,  A.  T.  Thomson,  and 
Sonthwood  Smith ;  and  again  (1850)  I  have  to  refer  to  the  works 
of  Dr.  TraiU,  Dr.  Ony,  and  Mr.  Taylor,  as  continuing  the  list  of 
English  systematic  writers  on  the  science. 

I  must  noty  however,  omit  to  mention  the  many  valuable  as  well 
as  original  communications  on  the  science  contained  in  the  British 
medical  periodicals,  and  particularly  in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal.     Here  the  productions  of  Drs.  Andrew  Dun- 


*  Dr.  Smith  died,  not  long  since.  **  To  him,"  I  may  say,  in  the  language 
of  Dr.  Conolly,  **  the  soience  of  medical  jurisprudence  will  always  remain 
indebted,  and  it  ought  never  to  be  forgotten,  that  be  was  one  of  the  first  to 
show,  and  tealously  to  advocate,  what  all  now  acknowledge,  its  usefiilness 
and  dignity."  (Transactions  Provineial  Med.  and  Surg.  Auoclation,  voL  ill. 
ii.40.\ 
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can  (Jonior)  and  ChriBtiBon  are  to  be  fonnd,  illnstiating  ereiy  sob* 
ject  on  which  they  tonch. 

Dr.  Andrew  Duncan  {Junior)  imm  the  first  Profeamr  of  Modi* 
cal  Jurisprudence  in  any  BrOieh  Univereiiy.  His  venerable 
father  had  for  some  years  previoos  nrp^  its  importance  on  the 
public,  and  even  delivered,  I  believe,  a  course  of  private  lectures,* 
but  it  was  not  until  1806,  that  Dr.  Duncan,  Junior,  received  hii 
appointment,  f 

On  the  removal  of  Dr.  Duncan  to  the  chair  of  materia  medie% 
lie  was  succeeded  by  Dr.  Christison,  who  again,  on  the  death  of 
the  former,  succeeded  his  teacher  and  friend.  Dr.  Traill  is  the 
present  professor  oi  medical  jurisprudence  at  Edinburgh. 

Among  the  earlier  lecturers  on  this  science  in  Great  Britain, 
may  be  named  Dr.  Gkorge  Pearson,  W.  T.  Brande,  Esq.,  Dr.  Har- 
rison, Dr.  Elliotson,  Dr.  Oordon  Smith,  and  Dr.  Ryan.  By  a 
regulation  of  the  Society  of  Apothecaries,  adopted  a  few  years 
since,  an  attendance  on  a  course  of  lectures  on  forensic  medicine 
was  made  a  requisite  for  examination,  and  the  result  has  been  a 
large  increase  in  the  number  of  teachers.  Every  medical  school 
had  its  lectures  on  this  branch,  and  continues  to  retain  them  up  to 
the  present  time. 

In  1810,  Dr.  Bush  delivered  an  introductory  lecture  in  the  XJhi* 
versity  of  Pennsylvania,  (published  in  1811,)  in  which  he  dwelt  in 
an  eloquent  and  impressive  manner  on  the  importance  of  the  study. 

In  1819,  Dr.  Thomas  Cooper,  formerly  a  judge  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  lately  president  of  the  College  of  South  Carolina,  republished, 
in  one  volume,  several  English  tracts  on  medical  jurisprudence, 


*  A  sketch  of  tbe  subjects  included  in  the  sciences  of  medical  jurispru- 
dence and  medical  police  may  be  found  in  an  analysis  of  Dr.  Duncan's 
(Senior)  Memorial,  presented  to  the  Patrons  of  the  University  at  Edinburgh, 
in  1798.  (Coxe*s  Medical  Museum,  toL  y.,  Appendix,  p.  74.) 

f  It  is  now  difficult  to  believe  that  the  ministry  of  the  day  were  violently 
attacked  for  this  appointment.  Tet  such  was  the  fact.  Mr.  Percival,  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  declared  that  he  was  at  a  loss  to  understand  what 
they  (the  Fox  ministry)  could  mean  by  the  appointment  of  a  professor  of 
medical  Jurisprudence ;  he  could  not  comprehend  what  was  meant  by  the 
science.  Mr.  Canning,  in  the  same  debate,  said  he  could  alone  account  for 
such  a  nomination,  by  supposing  that  in  the  swell  of  insolence,  and  to  show 
how  far  they  could  go,  they  had  said  :  We  will  show  them  what  we  can  do. 
We  will  create  a  professor  of  medical  jurisprudence.  (New  Ann.  Reg.,  1807, 
pp.  206,  210.) 
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riz,f  Fair,  Dease,  Male,  together  with  Hadam  on  Insanity.  To 
theM  he  added  copious  notes,  and  a  digest  of  the  law  relatire  to 
insanltj  and  nuisance.  This  compilation  has  prored  a  very  nse- 
fid  introdnction  to  the  study  of  the  science.  If  to  these  be  added 
the  publication  of  the  different  editions  of  the  present  work,  tiie 
reprints  of  Ryan  and  Chitty,  the  former  with  notes  by  Dr.  Orif- 
fiths,  Professor  Dncatel's  Manual  of  Toxicology,  and  the  Manual 
of  Dr.  Williams,  I  shall  have  noticed  (1838)  the  principal  Ame- 
xkan  publications  on  the  science. 

I  must  now  (1850)  add  to  the  above  the  reprint  of  Guy's  Prin-# 
dples  of  Forensic  Medicine,  edited  by  Professor  Charles  A.  Lee ; 
of  two  editions  of  Taylor's  Medical  Jurisprudence,  with  notes  and 
additions  by  Dr.  Griffiths ;  the  republication  of  Dr.  Christison's 
and  Mr.  Taylor's  Treatises  on  Poisons,  and  also  of  Dr.  Traill's 
Outlines  of  his  Lectures  on  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

During  the  current  year,  Professor  Dean  has  published  a  volume 
entitled  "Principles  of  Medical  Jurisprudence." 

The  individual  who  first  delivered  a  course  of  lectures  on  medi- 
cal Jurisprudence  in  this  country,  was  the  late  James  S.  String- 
ham,  M.D.,  of  New  York.  Having  been  a  pupil  of  this  gentle- 
man, and  thus  derived  my  first  impulse  to  the  study,  I  may  be 
indulged  in  adding  a  few  particulars  of  his  life. 

Dr.  Stringham  was  a  native  of  the  City  of  New  York,  and 
received  there  the  elements  of  a  classical  education.  He  graduated 
at  Columbia  College  in  1793.  Having  selected  medicine  as  his 
profession,  he  became  a  pupil  of  the  late  Dr.  Samuel  Bard  and 
Dr.  Hosack,  and  diligently  attended  to  all  the  branches  of  medi- 
cine then  taught  in  New  York.  He  subsequently^repaired  to  Edin- 
burgh, became  a  student  in  the  University,  and  in  1799  received 
flrom  it  the  degree  of  M.D. 

Shortly  after  his  return  to  his  native  country,  he  was  elected 
Professor  of  Chemistry  in  Columbia  College,  and  for  several  years 
delivered  lectures  on  that  science.  In  1804,  he  voluntarily  added 
to  these  a  course  on  legal  medicine.  The  popularity  of  this  secured 
its  repetition  during  each  succeeding  session  until  his  resignation. 

In  1813,  he  was  appointed  Professor  of  Medical  Jurisprudence 
in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  New  York,  but  his 
health  shortly  thereafter  became  impaired,  and  be  died  at  the 
Island  of  St.  Croix,  (whither  he  had  gone  under  the  hope  of  im- 
provement»)  on  the  29th  of  June,  1817. 
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A  syflabas  of  the  lectnres  of  Professor  Stringham  is  contained 
in  the  American  Medical  and  Philosophical  Register.* 

In  1812-13,  Dr.  Charles  Caldwell  (late  of  the  LonisTille  Medi- 
cal College,  Kentucky,)  delivered  a  coarse  of  lectures  on  medical 
jorisprndeoce,  at  Philadelphia.  In  1815,  I  was  appointed  to  thii 
duty  in  the  Western  Medical  College.  Not  long  i^r.  Dr.  Wal- 
ter Channing  was  appointed  Professor  of  Midwifery  and  Medical 
Jnrispmdence  in  Harvard  University.  Dr.  Williams,  late  Profei* 
sor  in  the  Berkshire  Medical  Institution,  and  Dr.  Hale,  of  Boston, 
each  lectnred  on  the  science  in  the  winter  of  1823.  Since  thai 
period,  all  our  medical  schools  have  more  or  less  made  it  a  subject 
of  instruction. 

It  only  remains  to  offer  some  observations  on  the  arrangement 
that  has  been  adopted  in  the  present  work. 

Some  writers  endeavor  to  divide  the  subjects  according  to  the 
courts  before  which  they  may  rise,  and  thus  devote  separate  chap- 
ters to  civil  and  criminal  cases.  It  will,  however,  be  readily  per- 
ceived that  this  must  render  the  study  confused.  Pregnancy,  for 
example,  may  be  a  subject  of  inquiry  on  a  plea  for  a  delay  of 
execution,  or  on  the  application  of  an  heir  for  his  property.  In 
both  instances  its  signs  require  examination.  So  also  with  in- 
sanity, and  several  other  topics.  It  will  hence  only  lead  to  repe- 
tition to  adopt  this  divlBion.  Fodere  has  escaped  from  the  dif- 
ficulty by  including  these  subjects  under  the  title  of  **  Medecine 
Legale  Mixte,"  applicable  both  to  civil  and  criminal  cases ;  but 
this  is  evidently  an  evasion.  Dr.  Gordon  Smith  arranges  his  sub- 
jects into  three  parts.  1.  Questions  that  regard  the  extinction  of 
human  life.  2.  Questions  arising  from  injuries  done  to  the  person, 
not  leading  to  the  extinction  of  life.  3.  Disqualifications  for  the 
discharge  of  social  or  civil  functions. 

I  must  confess  that  I  have  found  a  difficulty  to  attend  all  these 
attempts  at  arrangement,  which  is  probably  insurmountable.  The 
subjects  comprehended  under  the  science  are  not  of  a  nature  to 
admit  of  a  division  similar  to  that  proposed  by  either  of  the  above 
writers.  I  have  preferred  noticing  each  head  of  discussion  sepa- 
rately and  independently.  Before  a  legal  tribunal  they  must  be 
thus  investigated,  and  the  nearer  we  approach  in  our  studies  to 
this,  the  easier  will  be  their  application  to  practice. 

The  general  arrangement  is  thus,  I  apprehend,  not  a  matter  of 


*  VoL  iv.  p.  614. 
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great  moment ;  but,  on  taking  np  a  distinct  topic,  the  first  qnestion 
which  I  have  proposed  to  myself  has  been  the  following :  How 
can  the  examincUion  of  this  point  come  be/ore  a  judical  tri- 
bunal f  Having  ascertained  and  stated  this,  I  proceed  to  notice 
the  physiological,  pathological,  or  chemical  facts,  that  are  neces- 
sary to  be  known  in  the  supposed  case — advert  to  the  difficulties 
to  be  encountered  in  the  investigation — and  offer,  if  necessary, 
Bome  observations  on  the  conformity  of  the  law  to  the  present 
state  of  medical  knowledge.  A  collection  of  detached  essays  of 
this  description — for  they  evidently  are  detached  in  their  subjects 
and  in  their  application — must  prove  in  a  great  degree  uiseful,  both 
to  the  lawyer  and  the  physician,  since  it  enables  them,  in  their 
respective  capacities,  to  review  the  information  that  is  immediately 
applicable  to  a  particular  instance  before  them.  That  our  former 
attempts  have  met  in  some  degree  with  the  approbation  of  the 
learned  and  wise  in  both  professions,  is  the  best  reward  of  the 
authors  for  the  labor  bestowed. 
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CHAPTER   I. 

FEIGNED    DISEASES. 

Objects  for  which  diseases  are  feigned.  Diseases  most  readily  feigned. 
General  rules  for  their  detection.  Various  divisions  that  hare  been  pro* 
posed.  Diseases  that  have  been  feigned :  Fevers,  diseases  of  the  heart, 
including  alterations  of  the  pulse — consumption — hepatitis — neuralgia — 
rheumatism — lumbago — pain  in  the  hip  and  knee — tic  douloureux — 
haemoptysis — htematemesis — ^bloody  urine — hemorrhoids — menstruation — 
jaundice — paleness  of  the  skin — cachexia — diarrhoea — dysentery — inTO- 
luntary  stools — Tomiting — apoplexy — vertigo— paralysis — epilepsy — con- 
vulsions—choreas-catalepsy — syncope — hysteria — insensibility — somno- 
lency— hydrophobia — tetanus — nostalgia — scrofula — scurvy — cutaneous 
affections— incontinence  of  urine — gonorrhoea — stricture — excretion  of 
calculi  —  near-sightedness  —  ophthalmia — amaurosis — night-blindness — 
deafhess — deaf  and  dumb— stuttering  and  stammering — tumors — hydro- 
cephalus —  emphysema — dropsy  —  tympanitis  -  physconia  —  prolapsus  of 
rectum  and  uterus — polypus  of  the  nose — hydatids — Barbadocs  leg — 
hydrocele — hernia— contractions  and  deformity — lameness — distortions — 
ulcers — cancers — peteohiao — otorrhooa — ozsena — fistula  in  ano — wounds, 
fictitious  and  factitious  —  fractures — maiming.  Of  impostors  —  feigned 
abstinence. 

Diseases  are  generally  feigned  from  one  of  three  causes — 
fear,  shame,  or  the  hope  of  gain.  Thus  the  individual  ordered 
on  service,  will  pretend  being  afflicted  with  various  maladies, 
to  escape  the  performance  of  military  duty ;  the  mendicant,  to 
avoid  labor,  and  to  impose  on  public  or  private  beneficence; 
and  the  criminal,  to  prevent  the  infliction  of  punishment. 
The  spirit  of  revenge,  and  the  hope  of  receiving  exorbitant 
damages,  have  also  induced  some  to  magnify  slight  ailments 
into  serious  and  alarming  illness. 
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The  extent  to  which  the  art  of  feigning  diseases  is  carried, 
varies  in  different  countries.  Foderd  observed,  at  the  time 
when  the  conscription  was  in  full  force  in  France,  'Hhat  it  is 
at  present  brought  to  such  perfection  as  to  render  it  as  diffi- 
cult to  detect  a  feigned  disease,  as  to  cure  a  real  one."*  So 
also  in  England,  during  her  wars  with  Napoleon,  cases  of 
feigned  diseases  greatly  multiplied  in  her  armies  and  navies. 
A  favorite  object  with  many  was  to  obtain  a  discharge  from 
the  service,  either  with  or  without  a  pension.f 

Against  such  impositions,  the  police  of  every  well-regulated 
country  should  direct  its  energies.  A  severe  injury  may  not 
only  be  inflicted  on  individuals  through  them,  but  the  public 
morals  may  be  deteriorated.  In  almost  every  age,  impostors 
have  spnmg  up  who  affect  various  maladies,  and  operate  on 
the  superstition  or  the  curiosity  of  the  vulgar.  And  even  the 
higher  ranks  of  society,  from  motives  as  unworthy,  have  occa- 
sionally, like  the  courtiers  of  Dionysius  and  Louis  XIV.,  given 
a  sanction  to  such  practices. 

It  will  readily  be  observed,  that  a  knowledge  of  this  subject 
may  frequently  be  necessary  both  in  civil  and  criminal  cases, 
and  also  in  the  due  administration  of  medical  police.  To 
prevent  the  necessity  of  repetition,  I  shall  consider  it  at  length 
under  the  present  division  of  this  work. 

All  maladies  are  not  equally  capable  of  being  feigned.  It 
is  difficult  to  pretend  those,  whose  diagnostic  symptoms  are  cer- 
tain fnd  established,  and  whose  natural  course  it  is  to  effect  a 
great  change  in  the  system,  and  to  alter  the  various  secretions 
and  excretions  in  a  perceptible  manner:  but  such,  on  the  con- 
trary, as  are  variable  and  uncertain  in  their  symptoms,  and 

•  Foder4,  roL  ii.  p.  452. 

f  Mr.  Lane,  in  his  account  of  the  Modem  Egyptians,  obserres :  <*  There 
ia  now  (in  1884)  seldom  to  be  found  in  any  of  the  Tillages,  an  able-bodied 
7011U1  or  jonng  man,  who  has  not  one  or  more  of  his  teeth  broken  out,  (that 
he  maj  not  be  able  to  bite  a  cartridge,)  or  a  finger  cut  off,  or  an  eye  put  out 
or  blinded,  to  prerent  his  being  taken  for  a  recruit.  Old  women  and  others 
■uke  a  regnlar  trade  of  going  about  firom  Tillage  to  Tillage,  to  perform  these 
operations  upon  the  boys ;  and  the  parents  themseWes  are  sometimes  the 
."    (VoLip.  270.) 
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characterized  by  little  or  no  change  in  the  external  appear* 
ance,  or  where  the  correctness  of  an  opinion  depends  much  on 
the  statement  which  the  patient  may  give,  are  most  liable  to 
be  feigned.  Of  the  first  class,  may  be  named  inflammations, 
continued  feyers,  purulent  expectoration,  etc. ;  and  of  the  last, 
insanity,  epilepsy,  and  pain.  Not  unfrequently,  howeyer, 
yarious  substances  are  used  to  aid  in  misleading  the  examiner, 
and  thus  the  entire  skill  of  a  medical  man  is  often  called  into 
exercise,  to  ascertain  the  real  state  of  the  patient. 

Zacchias  has  given  five  general  rules  for  the  detection  of 
feigned  diseases,  which  are  so  discriminating  as  to  have  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  most  succeeding  writers.^ 

First:  The  physician  must  inquire  what  are  the  physical 
and  moral  habits  of  the  suspected  person.  He  must  ascertain 
the  state  of  his  affairs,  and  what  may  possibly  be  the  motive 
for  feigning  disease — ^particularly  whether  he  is  not  in  imme- 
diate danger  of  some  punishment,  from  which  this  sickness 
may  excuse  him.  It  was  on  this  principle,  he  observes,  that 
Oalen  detected  the  imposture  of  his  servant,  who,  when  or- 
dered to  attend  his  master  for  a  long  journey,  complained  of 
inflammation  of  the  knee.  He  inquired  into  the  habits  and 
character  of  the  slave,  and  ascertained  that  he  was  much 
attached  to  a  female,  whom  this  journey  would  compel  him  to 
leave.  This,  combined  with  the  little  alteration  that  so  pain- 
ful an  affection  as  the  one  named  induced,  led  him  to  examine 
the  part,  and  at  last  he  ascertained  that  the  swelling  was  occa- 
sioned by  the  application  of  the  thapsia  or  bastard  turhithy  and 
which  being  prevented,  the  tumor  disappeared. 

*  A  writer  in  the  London  Medioal  Gazette  (toI.  ZTii.  p.  989)  has  shown 
by  a  translation  of  Galen's  Obseryations  **  how  to  deled  thote  vho  feign  du- 
eate,"  that  he,  instead  of  Zacchias,  deserres  the  honor  of  first  proposing 
these  rules :  "  It  is  the  oldest  treatise  extant,  expressly  deToted  to  a  medico- 
legal subject." 

The  remarks  of  Galen  relate  to  feigned  hsBmoptysis,  insanity  and  pain, 
and  their  symptoms.  One  observation  deserres  mention.  "When  a 
feigner  is  asked  about  the  pain  he  feels,  he  always  describes  it  as  settled  in 
the  part  which  he  says  is  affected."  This  is  not  always  the  case.  The  pain 
is  sometimes  fixed  and  confined  to  one  part,  and  sometimes  felt  extennrely 
over  adjoining  and  «T«n  diatant  parts. 
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Second:  Compare  the  disease  under  examination  with  the 
canses  capable  of  producing  it;  such  as  the  age,  temperament, 
and  mode  of  life  of  the  patient.  Thus  artifice  might  be  sus- 
pectedy  if  a  person  in  high  health,  and  correct  in  his  diet, 
should  suddenly  fall  into  dropsy  or  cachexia ;  and  again,  if 
insanity  should  suddenly  superyene,  without  any  of  its  premo- 
nitory symptoms. 

Third :  This  rule  is  derived  from  the  ayersion  of  persons 
feigning  disease  to  take  proper  remedies.  This  indeed  will 
occur  in  real  sickness;  but  it  rarely  happens  when  seyere  pain 
is  present.  Anything  that  promises  relief  is  generally  ac- 
ceptable in  such  cases:  those,  on  the  contrary,  who  feign, 
delay  the  use  of  means.  Galen  (says  Mahon"^)  thus  ascer- 
tained deceit  in  another  case.  An  individual  complained  of  a 
violent  colic,  on  being  summoned  to  attend  an  assembly  of  the 
people.  Suspecting  artifice,  he  prescribed  only  a  few  fomen- 
tations, although  this  same  person  had  not  long  before  been 
cured  of  the  same  complaint  by  the  use  of  philonium.  Of 
this,  however,  he  never  spake,  nor  indeed  seemed  the  least 
anxious  for  medical  aid. 

Fourth:  Ascertain  whether  the  symptoms  present,  necessa- 
rily belong  to  the  disease.  An  expert  physician  may  thus 
cause  a  patient  to  fall  into  contradiction,  and  lead  him  to  a 
statement  which  is  incompatible  with  the  nature  of  the  com- 
plaint. To  efiect  this,  it  is  necessary  to  visit  him  fi^uently 
and  unexpectedly. 

Fifth:  Follow  the  course  of  the  complaint,  and  attend  to 
the  circumstances  which  successively  occur.  Thus  the  inflam- 
mation of  the  knee,  above  noticed,  should  have  produced  fever, 
and  increased  in  violence,  according  to  the  common  course, 
when  no  remedies  are  applicd.t 

Before  proceeding  to  notice  separately  the  various  diseases 
that  may  be  feigned,  it  will  be  proper  to  advert  to  a  species  of 
BBulation  mentioned  by  Zacchias,  under  the  name  of  ^mula- 
lit  lotatt.    By  this  he  understands  a  case  in  which  disoaso  is 
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actually  present,  bat  where  the  symptoms  are  falsely  aggra^ 
vated,  and  greater  sickness  is  pretended  than  really  exists. 
This  may  be  more  difficult  of  detection  in  some  respects ;  and 
it  requires,  like  the  cases  above  noticed,  the  skill  of  the  phy* 
sician  experienced  in  the  history  of  disease,  to  guide  aright. 

Seyeral  classifications  of  feigned  diseases  haye  been  sug« 
gested.  Thus  Marc  proposes  to  arrange  them  under  the  heads 
of  imitated  and  produced  diseases ;  {par  imitatum  et  par  pro* 
vocation.)  The  authors  of  the  article  on  this  subject  in  the 
Cyclopedia  of  Practical  Medicine^  say  that  they  are  referable 
to  four  groups:  feigned^  or  altogether  fictitious;  exaggerated; 
factitioui,  being  wholly  produced  by  the  patient,  or  with  his 
concurrence;  and  lastly,  aggravated,  or  real  possibly  at  first, 
but  intentionally  increased  by  artificial  means. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  notice  them  under  either  of  these 
divisions  at  the  present  time.  I  propose  to  mention  the  prin* 
cipal  diseases  that  have  been  feigned,  somewhat  in  the  usual 
nosological  order,  and  to  state  under  each  the  most  approved 
mode  of  detection. 

Fever  may  be  induced  by  the  use  of  various  stimulants, 
such  as  wine,  brandy,  cantharides,  etc.  It  is  often  assumed 
when  a  disease  is  suddenly  necessary,  to  avoid  military  requi- 
sitions, or  the  performance  of  work  in  prisons.  Foder^  states 
that  he  has  observed  a  feverish  state  of  the  system  induced 
intentionally  by  violent  exercise;  and  then  calling  for  the 
physician,  has  noticed  the  patient  imitating  the  cold  fit  to  ad- 
miration. Dr.  Cheyne  was  sent  for  to  a  soldier,  who  was  said 
to  be  in  the  chill  of  an  intermittent.  He  found  him  shaking 
violently;  but  on  throwing  ofiF  the  bedclothes,  he  was  seen, 
not  in  the  cold,  but  in  the  sweating  stage,  produced  by  his 
exertions.  Of  all  cases  of  feigned  fever,  it  may  be  remarked 
that  they  are  ephemeral.  A  day  or  two's  examination  gene- 
rally develops  the  deceit,  as  a  frequent  repetition  of  the  use 
of  stimulants  is  too  hazardous,  and  real  disease  might  then 
be  the  consequence.  In  doubtful  cases,  the  remarks  of  Dr. 
Hennen  should  be  remembered:  "Neither  the  quickness  of 
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the  pulse,  nor  the  heat  of  the  skin,  are  infallibly  indicative  of 
the  presence  of  fever;  and  therefore  it  is,  that  the  state  of  the 
tongue,  stomach,  and  stools,  and  of  the  senses,  should  be  most 
particularly  attended  to."*  And  even  these  require  close  ex- 
amination. In  a  soldier  under  Dr.  Gheyne,  where  great  com- 
plaint was  made  of  pain  in  the  chest,  etc.,  the  tongue  was  of 
a  dry,  white  appearance,  made  so  by  rubbing  it  with  whiting 
from  the  wall.  When  washed  with  tepid  water,  it  was  clean 
and  moist.  Dr.  Hutchison  saw  a  French  prisoner  with  an  ex- 
tremely small  and  rapid  pulse ;  his  tongue  was  covered  with  a 
brown  coating,  the  eighth  of  an  inch  thick,  and  withal  he  was 
vomiting.  The  smell  alone  of  the  ejections  proved  that  he 
had  swallowed  tobacco;  and  on  removing  the  matter  from  the 
tongue,  it  was  found  to  be  common  brown  soap.  After  this, 
he  recovered  in  a  few  hours.  Chalk,  pipe-clay,  brick-dust, 
flour,  have  all  been  used  for  coating  the  tongue.  I  may  also 
add,  that  those  feigning  intermittents,  often  pretend  that  the 
chill  comes  on  during  the  night.  This  is  a  very  uncommon 
circumstance  in  ordinary  practice.f 

[When  fever  is  simulated,  the  intermittent  type  is  usually 
selected.  The  rigors  may  be  well  imitated,  but  the  other 
stages  of  the  paroxysm  do  not  follow  in  due  order  and  propor- 
tion. Gingerbread  and  extract  of  liquorice  have  been  used  to 
change  the  appearance  of  the  tongue.  As  an  exception  to 
the  rule,  that  factitious  fevers  are  ephemeral,  the  case  of  a 
woman  under  my  care  at  Bellevue  Hospital,  N.  Y.,  in  1839, 
may  be  cited.  In  order  to  secure  the  comforts  of  that  insti- 
tution, this  woman  drank,  from  time  to  time,  portions  of  her 
urine,  and  asserted  that  there  was  none  secreted  or  voided. 
The  symptoms  thus  produced,  were  those  of  advanced  typhuB^ 
though  her  body  and  breath  exhaled  an  urinous  odor.  Her 
bedding  was  dry  and  clean,  and  the  catheter  failed  to  detect 
any  accumulation  of  urine.     At  times  her  condition  seemed 


*  Hennen,  p.  108.  **•  Scrubbing  the  skin  with  a  hard  brush,  giyes  a  flash 
difficult  to  distinguish  from  the  color  caused  by  fever,  and  only  to  be  detected 
by  wailing  patiently  by  the  bedside  until  it  subsides."  (Dx7»lop.) 

t  MarshaU,  p.  110. 
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critical,  at  others,  her  health  was  nearly  restored ;  but  it  was 
not  till  after  repeated  relapses,  that  her  imposture,  early  sus- 
pected, waa  fully  demonstrated, — R.  H.  C] 


BiSHASES  07  THE  Heart.  The  pulse  is  sometimes  found 
extremely  weak,  and  occasionally  none  is  perceived  at  the 
wrist.  Should  deceit  be  suspected,  the  physician  may  exa- 
mine whether  ligatures  have  not  been  applied  to  interrupt  the 
pulsation,  and  he  should  also  ascertain  whether  the  arteries 
beat  at  the  corresponding  extremity.  I  am  indebted  to  my 
late  worthy  preceptor,  Dr.  M'Clelland,  of  Albany,  for  a  case 
Ulnslrating  this  point.  During  the  period  of  his  attendance 
at  the  Royal  Infirmary  in  Edinburgh,  a  person  applied  for  and 
obtained  admission,  on  the  score  of  ill  health,  who  had  for- 
merly been  a  patient  there.  The  attending  physician  e.\a- 
mineil  the  pulse  at  the  right  wrist,  but  found  none;  he  then 
tried  the  left,  but  with  similar  success.  The  trick  was  carried 
on  for  several  days;  at  the  end  of  which  time  it  was  disco- 
vered that  the  patient  was  in  sound  health,  but  that  whenever 
the  pulse  was  to  be  examined,  he  pressed  his  finger  on  the 
artery  under  the  armpit.* 

Ligatures  have  sometimes  been  applied,  to  produce  the  ap- 
I  pearance  of  aneurism  of  the  heart,  or  great  vessels.  In  two 
a  in  France,  they  were  found  tightly  bound  round  the 

*  "I  taye  seen  b  gentleman,  who,  by  the  exertioB  of  the  mueclea  of  the 
arm  and  ihorax.  could  slop  the  action  ot  (he  pulse  at  the  nmi ;  but  in  m 
doing,  be  required  to  coll  into  action  all  the  muncles  at  the  arm:  so  ihat, 
•bould  a  maUtigersr  attempt  this,  Ibe  cbeiit  woitid  be  eaajlj'  disooTercd  by 
fectiog  tlie  arm  abOTC  the  elbow.  There  was  a  preparation  in  the  (auseum 
of  Mr.  Allan  Burns,  and  whioh  I  belioTa  is  at  present  in  the  pnaietaion  of 
»j  friend  Ur.  G.  8.  Pallison,  of  Baltimore,  U.  S..  where  a  slip  of  muncle 
ed  acroM  the  humeral  arterj.  and  impeded  its  notion.  On  inquiry  being 
«,  il  waa  found  Ibst  Ihe  subject  had  been  a  serrant-giri ;  and  though 
r  atrang  and  healibj  in  oilier  rospects,  ahe  could  never,  for  any  length  of 
V  tin*,  pnnp  a  well  or  switch  a  carpet. 

In  the  arm;  hospital,  where  I  have  been  accustomed  lo  ekuLkers  of  nil 
ta,  wbencTer  1  suipeoted  a  man  of  deceiving  mo  as  lo  hla  pulse.  I  felt  it 
I  at  the  temporal  or  carotid  artery,  under  the  pretext  of  saving  him  from  Ihe 
I   Uvubtc  of  taking  his  arm  from  uuder  Ihu  beddolbes."  (DuNtoP.) 
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neck ;  one  was  so  fine  that  it  was  almost  hidden  by  the  folds 
of  the  skin.  The  countenance  was  terribly  swoll^a  and  livid; 
but  on  removing  the  ligatures  from  the  neck,  and  in  one  in- 
stance also  from  the  top  of  each  arm,  this  purple  and  swollen 
state  of  the  face  disappeared,  and  the  irregular  action  of  the 
heart  ceased."^ 

[Many  persons  can  diminish  the  force  of,  or  even  stop  the 
.pulse  at  the  wrist,  by  taking  a  full  inspiration  and  dropping 
the  shoulder  with  the  arm  and  elbow  close  to  the  side.  A 
tight  coat  will  aid  in  this  imposture.  In  examining  the  pulse 
of  persons  dressed,  my  habit  is,  to  support  the  elbow  and 
carry  it  from  the  body.  Some  persons  have  in  health  an  in- 
termittent pulse.  Palpitation  may  be  excited  by  strong 
compression  of  the  abdomen  with  a  bandage  or  waistbands  of 
skirts  or  trowsers ;  and  it  is  said  that  hypertrophy  may  be 
thus  induced.  Hennen  relates  a  case  of  violent  palpitation 
produced  by  the  man's  own  efforts,  (Mil.  Surg. ;)  and  it  may 
also  be  caused  by  tea  or  coffee  in  excess.  The  circulation 
may  be  excited  by  various  stimulants,  or  depressed  by  arterial 
or  nervous  sedatives,  such  as  digitalis  and  American  hellebore. 
The  former  are  easily  detected  ;  the  latter  have  distinctive  cha- 
racteristics, and  frequently  endanger  life.  Artificial  means  so 
violent  as  to  simulate  aneurism,  hypertrophy,  or  pericarditis, 
will,  if  continued,  produce  those  diseases.  {Gavin.)  In  this 
class  of  cases,  examine  the  heart  and  chest  by  percussion  and 
auscultation. — R.  H.  C] 

Internal  remedies  have  also  been  used  to  produce  palpitation 
and  derangement  of  the  functions  of  the  heart.  The  powder 
of  white  hellebore  was  thus  applied,  at  first,  by  a  man  who  had 
lived  with  a  veterinary  surgeon.  He  not  only  produced  the 
disorder  in  himself,  but  sold  his  secret  and  his  drugs  to  others, 
so  that  many  in  the  same  corps  (the  marine  artillery)  were  af- 
fected with  it,  and  in  consequence  invalided,  before  the  decep- 
tion wus  discovered,  f     Garlic,  tobacco,  and  other  irritating 

*  Scott,  Cyclop.  Prac.  Med.,  yol.  ii.  p.  188. 

f  **  At  the  General  Hospital  at  Chatham,  this  was  lately  practiced  to  a 
great  extent.    The  mode  employed  was,  to  take  fifteen  grains  of  helleborei 
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substances,  introdnced  into  the  rectum,  liaye  been  known  to 
cause  yiolent  palpitations  and  fever.  "^ 

GoNSUMPnoK.  This  is  sometimes  feigned  by  men  desirous 
of  obtaining  a  discharge.  They  complain  of  pain  in  the  chest, 
and  cough,  produce  emaciation  by  abstinence  and  drinking 
vinegar;  and  mix  up  the  expectoration,  it  may  be  of  catarrh, 
with  puriform  matter  obtained  from  others,  and  tinge  it  with 
blood  from  the  gums.t  It  requires,  however,  only  a  proper 
acquaintance  with  the  phenomena  of  the  real  disease,  and  a 
sufficiently  prolonged  examination  of  the  case,  to  detect  it. 
Patients  recovering  from  catarrh  or  bronchitis,  may  simulate 
the  symptoms  of  consumption.  The  history  and  the  physical 
signs  will  suffice  for  a  correct  diagnosis. 

Hepatitis,  in  its  chronic  form,  is  very  frequently  simu- 
lated by  those  who  have  been  long  in  the  East  or  West  Indies. 
They  are  often  able  to  enumerate  most  of  the  symptoms  cor- 
rectly. Marshall  relates  the  case  of  a  recruit  who  referred 
the  pain  to  the  left  side.  He  was  cured  by  the  mistura  diabch 
lica.  These  cases,  however,  require  close  examination  as  to 
the  pulse,  local  enlargement,  secretions,  and  excretions;  and, 
above  all,  mercury  (says  Dr.  Cheyne)  should  never  be  given 
in  any  doubtful  case.  The  course  of  salivation  is  what  is  most 
desired  by  the  malingerer.^ 

Pain,  whether  simulating  neuralgia,  rheumatism,  lumbago, 
or  affections  of  the  hip  and  knee  joints,  is  the  symptom  of  dis- 

which  produced  great  excitement,  and  which  was  maintained  by  taking  fonr 
grains  daily.  The  practice  was  introduced  by  a  man  who  had  been  seryant 
to  a  veterinary  surgeon.  One  man  took  an  overdose,  and  died  in  conse- 
quence."— DuNLOP.  [Others  would  have  died  but  for  the  employment  of 
remedies,  and  the  frequency  with  which  the  drug  is  adulterated." — R.  H.  C] 

♦  Dr.  Cheyne  expresses  his  conviction  that  many  soldiers  have  the  power 
of  quickening  their  pulse,  when  they  expect  a  visit.  Thus  he  has  found  the 
beats  as  frequent  as  120  or  180  in  a  minute ;  and  on  returning  unexpectedly 
in  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  they  were  reduced  80  or  40.  Seamen  sometime 
produce  this  temporary  quickness,  by  knocking  their  elbows  against  a  beam. 

t  Marshall,  p.  120.  t  Cheyne,  p.  178. 
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OMO  mo»t  easily  prctendod.  In  proportion  to  the  facility  of 
aannming  it^  muAt  bo  tho  vigilance  of  those  whose  duty  it  is  to 
iiot<^t  tho  fi^aud.  The  inquiry  should  be  made  in  all  suspicious 
OMoa^  where  the  disease  is  seated — what  is  probably  its  cause 
-^the  nature  of  the  pain — its  duration — its  symptoms  and 
effeeta,  and  what  romodies  have  been  already  used  ? 

The  seat  of  pain  is  either  the  external  or  the  internal  parts. 
Patientji  will  not  so  readily  feign  the  former,  since  the  deceit 
li  liable  to  be  soon  detected;  and  in  addition  to  this,  it  is 
generally  of  thut  kind  which  is  deemed  a  slight  disease.  Pain 
in  the  external  parts  is,  moreover,  often  accompanied  with 
lieat>  re«)nes^  change  of  color,  or  tumor*  Gout  is  sometimes 
pret^nded^  und,  above  all^  rheumatism,  for  which  the  soldier  is 
alwuT^  ready  to  a^ign  sleeping  on  the  ground  as  the  cause. 
Both  of  these  dii»ea^os!  have  diagnostic  symptoms — redness,  etc 
jn  the  one;  and  tumefaction^  or  diminution  of  size,  with  retrao- 
liwi  or  lo«!S  of  motion^  in  the  other.  But  it  is  equaSy  true, 
that  there  are  $spec4e$  of  ^vere  pain,  in  which  the  physadan 
ean  find  no  external  appearanoes  to  found  an  opinion ;  and  of 
A»^  description  are  neuralgic,  ^oorhutic^  and  Tcincreal  paina. 
Interna)  pain  ij^  aeeompunied  with  rrmpt/uns  whicli  it  is  impos- 
ioble  t>o  a$5CQTne«  and  their  aWnce  will  of  course  lead  to  su»> 
pkaon.  Bach  organ  prew>nts  peculiar  i^rmptAmfs  which,  if 
^be  disea^  he  real  ai-e  not  periodical  or  oexoi^onal  in  tfacdr 
manifestatioms  l^m  incessanu  and  their  «*veritT  iji  generally 
|!reiil«r  during  the  nighv  Inqnirr  ought  al$o  Xjo  he  made 
wnwming  the  ean^  of  nir^c!^  and  a  c-omparison  drawn 
Vtrween  h  and  the  Anolenee  of  the  malady,  TTith  respeci  to 
the  ^tecies  of  piun«  wr  should  examine  whether  it  he  ^tbarp, 
)m«i%^  (kt  darting,  and  then  eranparr  this  wiih  the  ^ympunna. 
Il  :^  tuAreover.  important  te  know  the  dnration  of  the  pain 
wnqihoMid  of;  idnce  xi  fe  Trsn^  rarr  thaj  i^  i^i  prolonged  for 
anjy  l^i^gth  of  timo«  withoui  exhihtting  manifc^  and  unequivo> 
^  ^i^W^  IS  viohwt  <sr  penMtow  pitin  i$  stsOM  to  he  pTimenv 
tftd  the  patMii  noirwitfemaiding  ey\SoT9: «  g<v^  appetite,  i^leeps^ 
HnH  liiid  deies^  ii<n  kgie  flush,  wr  hiivr  Tetuuvr.  to  doubt  its  i^vc- 
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the  remedies  employed.  When  powerful  ones  are  indicated, 
the  patient  will  not  object  to  their  application  if  the  disease  be 
real.  It  may  also  be  proper  to  mix  a  little  opium  in  the  food 
of  the  patient ;  and  if  sleep  be  thus  readily  induced,  we  may 
form  an  opinion  as  to  the  magnitude  of  the  disease. 

Notwithstanding  the  above  directions,  instances  have  oc- 
curred of  physicians  mistaking  real  pain  for  feigned,  and 
feigned  for  real.  "I  refused,"  says  Foder^,  "for  fifteen 
years,  a  certificate  of  exemption  to  a  young  soldier,  who  com- 
plained of  violent  pain,  sometimes  in  one  limb,  and  sometimes 
in  another,  and  occasionally  in  the  thorax  or  pericranium, 
without  any  external  sign  to  indicate  its  existence.  He  died 
at  last  in  the  hospital,  from  the  effects  of  the  malady,  which 
he  always  insisted  was  a  species  of  rheumatism.  I  examined 
the  body  after  death,  viewed  all  the  former  seats  of  disease, 
but  discovered  nothing  either  in  the  membranes,  muscles, 
nerves,  or  viscera ;  and  was  hence  led  to  believe  that  life  was 
destroyed  solely  from  the  repetition  and  duration  of  those 
pains."*  This  case  induced  a  determination  in  our  author  to 
be  more  lenient  in  future.  The  result  will  be  seen  in  the  fol- 
lowing instances.  An  artillerist  from  the  garrison  of  Fort  de 
Bouc,  was  brought  to  the  hospital  at  Martigues,  with  a  violent 
pain  in  the  left  leg,  which  was  attributed  to  sleeping  on  the 
damp  ground.  During  the  space  of  eight  months,  a  variety  of 
antimonial  preparations,  together  with  mercurials  and  tonics, 
when  indicated,  were  administered  along  with  local  remedies, 
but  without  any  relief.  The  leg,  from  the  repeated  use  of 
epispastics  and  cauteries,  became  thin,  and  rather  shorter  than 
the  other ;  while  from  the  low  diet  ordered,  there  was  a  general 

*Foder^,  yoI.  ii.  p.  471.  Dr.  James  Johnson  relates  the  case  of  a  man 
who  complained  of  inability  to  move  his  shoulder-joint  without  much  pain, 
and  jet  nothing  could  be  seen  externally  for  a  month  or  six  weeks,  during 
which  time  he  was  excused  from  duty.  At  length  the  surgeon  became  sub- 
picious,  and  finding  that  he  still  made  the  same  complaint,  reported  him, 
and  he  was  flogged  as  a  skulker.  Shortly,  however,  a  deep-seated  abscess 
was  discoTered  in  the  shoulder-joint,  from  which  large  quantities  of  pus 
were  eyacuated.  Anchylosis  of  the  joint  followed.  (Medico- Chirurffical 
Review,  toI.  W.  p.  596.) 
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paleness  and  lankness  of  the  system.  Under  these  circnm* 
stances,  Foder^  could  not  refuse  him  a  certificate  as  a  real 
invalid.  With  the  aid  of  a  crutch,  he  dragged  himself  to 
Marseilles,  where  he  obtained  the  promise  of  a  discharge. 
He  was  ordered  to  return  to  the  fort  to  await  its  arrival;  but 
on  his  way  thither,  being  too  overjoyed,  he  was  met  by  his 
commander,  walking  without  his  crutch.  On  being  put  in 
prison,  he  avowed  the  fraud. 

A  deserter,  condemned  to  hard  labor,  was  conducted  from 
prison  to  the  workshops,  marching  on  two  crutches,  as  being 
paralytic  in  the  lower  part  of  the  body;  and  from  thence  to 
the  hospital,  where  he  remained  thirteen  months.  He  sup- 
ported during  that  time,  with  the  greatest  fortitude,  the  appli- 
cation of  epispastics,  moxa,  and  cupping;  asked  earnestly  for 
the  trial  of  new  remedies,  and  excited  the  commiseration  of 
all  who  saw  him.  At  the  end  of  the  above  period  he  was  dis- 
missed. In  a  short  time  he  abandoned  the  use  of  his  crutche8| 
and  never  employed  them  except  when  he  expected  to  be 
observed.* 

It  is  evident  from  these  cases,  that  the  difficulty  of  deteo> 
tion  is  often  great.  '^  The  imposition  is  more  frequently  dis- 
covered by  the  inconsistencies  and  contradictions  which  a 
patient  makes  in  the  history  of  his  complaint,  than  by  diag- 
nostic symptoms."t  There  is  also  often  great  aversion  to  the 
proper  modes  of  cure. 

Internal  pain,  the  existence  of  which  it  is  difficult  positively 
to  deny,  may  be  discovered  to  be  feigned  by  examination 
during  sleep.  Thus,  a  soldier  complained  of  severe  pain  in 
the  abdomen,  and  screamed  on  the  slightest  touch  to  that 
part.  He  was  bled,  and  afterwards  an  anodyne  exhibited. 
About  midnight  he  was  visited  by  the  medical  officer,  and 
found  sound  asleep.  Pressure  was  made  on  the  abdomen,  and 
afterwards  considerable  kneading,  before  he  awoke.| 

Lumbago,  where  the  body  has  been  bent  nearly  double. 


*  Foder^,  toI.  u.  pp.  487,  474.  f  MarshaU,  p.  116. 

I  MarshaU,  p.  118. 
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has  been  repeatedly  removed  in  a  moment^  by  Baron  Percy, 
holding  the  individual  in  an  interesting  conversation,  while  an 
assistant  approached  insidiously  and  pierced  him  behind  with 
a  long  needle. 

Chronic  rheumatism,  according  to  Dr.  Gheyne,  is  distin« 
goished  by  some  disorder  of  the  digestive  organs,  impaired 
appetite,  a  degree  of  pyrexia  in  the  evening,  yielding  during 
the  night  to  perspiration.  There  is  also  some  emaciatioui 
wasting  of  the  muscles  of  the  affected  limbs,  and  puffiness  of 
the  joint.  The  feigned,  on  the  contrary,  do  not  lose  their 
healthy  appearance — ^have  no  fever— do  not  become  worse 
with  damp  weather,  but  are  complaining  at  all  times — and 
even  allege  that  they  have  entirely  lost  the  use  of  the  part 
affected,  which  seldom  happens  in  real  rheumatism.* 

An  interesting  case  of  feigned  tie  douloureux^  or  facial  neu- 
ralgia, is  mentioned  by  Dr.  A.  T.  Thomson  in  his  Lectures. 
It  occurred  in  the  person  of  a  girl  aged  fifteen,  who  pretended 
to  suffer  great  pain  just  back  of  the  symphysis  of  the  lower 
jaw.  It  produced  her  removal  from  school,  the  object  she 
had  in  view.  On  a  subsequent  attack,  Dr.  Thomson  resolved 
to  try  the  effect  of  a  strong  mental  impression;  and  under* 
standing  that  she  entertained  great  antipathy  against  a  dog, 
informed  her  that  the  only  remedy  remaining  was  to  rub  the 
affected  part  over  the  back  of  that  animal.  The  consequence 
was,  an  immediate  removal  of  the  disease  and  its  continued 
absence  for  eighteen  months.  This  case,  according  to  Dr. 
Thomson,  has  been  published  in  the  medical  journals  as  an 
illustration  of  the  effect  of  mental  impressions  on  the  nervous 
system^  Yet,  eight  years  afterwards,  when  this  female  had 
become  a  wife  and  mother,  she  wrote  to  him,  stating  that  the 
whole  course  of  the  disease  had  been  a  deception.t 

HEMOPTYSIS  is  feigned  by  pretending  to  cough,  and  then 
spitting  out  the  blood  which  comes  from  pricking  the  gums ; 


*  Cheyne,  p.  170. 

f  London  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  toI.  tU.  p.  101. 
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or  it  may  be  assumed  by  constantly  holding  some  Armenian 
bole  or  vermilion  paint  under  the  tongue,  which  tinge  the 
saliva  red.  Periodical  attacks  of  this  disease  are  most  com- 
monly simulated;  but  it  is  difficult  to  counterfeit  the  accom- 
panying marks  of  disease — such  as  the  cough,  flushed  cheek, 
and  even  the  florid  and  coagulated  state  of  the  blood.  Orfila 
recommends  that  they  should  be  made  to  spit  without  cough- 
ing, when  the  bloody  saliva  will  be  seen. 

[Haemoptysis  may  also  be  feigned  by  scarifying  the  pos- 
terior nares  or  fauces;  the  blood  trickling  over  the  glottis, 
excites  the  secretion  of  mucus,  and  cough.  When  this  is 
suspected,  make  the  patient  blow  his  nose,  or  draw  air  forci- 
bly through  the  nostrils;  blood  mixed  with  mucus  will  be 
discharged.  If  the  hemorrhage  be  considerable,  ascertain  the 
presence  or  absence  of  physical  signs  of  diseased  lungs.  In 
hsematemesis  look  to  the  veins  for  cicatrices,  and  ascertain 
whether  or  not  visceral  disease  be  present.  Note  also  the 
quantity  of  blood  and  degree  of  nausea,  which,  except  in 
females,  when  the  discharge  is  vicarious,  are  usually  so  great 
as  to  cause  marked  mental  and  physical  depression.  When 
foreign  blood  is  suspected,  use  the  microscope. — R.  H.  C] 

Hjematemesis,  or  vomiting  of  blood,  is  simulated;  an^  for 
this  purpose,  pretenders  drink  the  blood  of  some  animal,  use 
some  colored  liquid,  or  swallow  their  own  blood,  and  then 
throw  it  up  in  the  presence  of  spectators.  Sauvages,  in  his 
NoMohgy^  mentions  of  a  young  lady,  who,  being  unwilling  to 
remain  in  a  convent,  had  some  blood  of  an  ox  brought  to  her, 
which  she  drank,  and  then  vomited  in  the  presence  of  her 
physician.  As  no  deceit  was  suspected,  he  stated  that  she 
was  really  ill,  and  she  thus  obtained  her  liberty."^  A  similar 
case  is  related  of  a  female,  who  accused  a  person  of  having 
maltreated  her.  She  went  to  bed,  and  brought  up  large  quan- 
tities of  blood  without  any  effort.  She  could,  however,  sing, 
ory,  and  put  herself  in  a  passion,  without  the  disease  recur- 

*  M  »hon,  ToL  i.  p.  861. 
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ring;   and  it  ceased  when  she  found  that  the  deceit  would 
prove  useless. 

Bloody  Urikb  has  heen  frequently  feigned,  either  hy 
adding  blood  to  the  excretion,  or  by  using  substances  that 
have  the  quality  of  reddening  it,  such  as  the  prickly  pear  or 
Indian  fig  {Cactus  Opuntia,)*  the  beet-root,  madder,  etc.  The 
Spaniards,  on  their  discovery  of  America,  ate  largely  of  the 
Indian  fig,  and  were  much  alarmed  at  the  consequence.  It 
only  requires  cautious  examination  to  detect  this  deceit.  The 
individual  should  be  made  to  urinate  in  the  presence  of  the 
physician,  and  the  vessel  used  should  be  carefully  examined 
both  before  and  during  the  process.  The  blood  in  real  cases, 
when  the  urine  is  heated  to  the  boiling  point,  furnishes  a 
brown  coagulum.  The  attendant  symptoms,  also,  can  hardly 
be  mistaken.^ 

High-colored  urine  may  be  produced  by  various  stimulants, 
such  as  wine,  cantharides,  etc.  The  experiment,  however,  is 
often  hazardous,  and  foreign  substances  are  hence  more  fre- 
quently used  to  give  it  the  appearance  of  disease.l 

[Besides  the  articles  above  mentioned,  black  cherries,  cochi- 
neal, logwood,  and  some  species  of  strawberries,  have  been 
used  by  ingestion  or  admixture  to  redden  urine.  Bloody 
urine  gives  a  clear  red  stain  to  linen  dipped  into  it;  and, 
when  evacuated  in  a  fluid  state,  forms  a  coagulum  on  linen  in 
cooling.  [Howship  on  Bis.  of  Urinary  Organs.)  If  blood  be 
present  in  any  considerable  quantity,  a  portion  of  it  will  sub- 
side on  standing.  Examine  the  urine  in  a  shallow  vessel,  as 
depth  increases  its  color.     The  cases  most  difficult  to  detect. 


*  Zacchias,  lib.  iii.  tit.  2,  p.  290. 

t  Dr.  Watson  on  Haematuria,  Med.-Chirurg.  Reyiew,  toI.  xxi.  p.  491. 

X  A  boy,  in  SUffordshire,  in  1617,  accused  a  woman  of  haying  bewitched 
him,  and  succeeded  so  weU  in  feigning  convulsions,  etc.,  that  she  was  tried 
and  condemned  to  die.  He  grew  apparently  worse,  and  the  urine  which  he 
openly  voided  was  black,  A  spy,  however,  detected  him  in  dipping  a  small 
piece  of  cotton  in  ink,  and  placing  it  inside  of  the  prepuce.  {Memoirt  of 
lAieraturCj  vol.  iv.  p.  S57.) 
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are  those  in  which  blood  is  injected  into  the  bladder,  {Percy 
and  Laurent;)  the  disease  is  thus  closely  simulated,  but  the 
procedure  is  dangerous.  Ascertain  whether  disease  of  the 
kidneys,  ureters,  or  bladder  be  present,  and  use  the  micro* 
scope. — R.  H.  C] 

Hemorrhoids  have  been  imitated,  like  other  hemorrhagic 
complaints.  So  also  has  menatruatioriy  by  staining  the  clothes 
and  body  with  borrowed  blood.  Baron  Percy  says  that  hemor* 
rhoidal  tumors  have  been  very  artfully  constructed,  by  means 
of  small  bladders  inflated  and  tinged  with  blood,  and  attached 
to  a  substance  introduced  into  the  rectum.'*' 

[The  broad  base  and  violet  color  of  old  piles  render  this 
fraud  impossible  when  we  can  see  the  base  of  the  tumor;  when 
this  cannot  be  seen,  examine  with  the  index  finger,  or  punc- 
ture with  a  needle,  which  will  cause  the  false  tumors  to  col* 
lapse.  (Gavin.)  In  cases  of  alleged  menstruation,  use  the 
microscope;  if  the  fluid  be  menstrual,  bear  in  mind  the  possi- 
bility of  collusion  with  some  female,  and  examine  the  os  uteri 
with  a  speculum. — R.  H.  C] 

Jaundice,  when  real,  is  known  by  the  discoloration  of  the 
adnata,  and  of  the  urine.  Clay-colored  stools  are  also  another 
indication;  yet  it  is  stated  that  individuals  in  France  have 
imitated  these  to  perfection,  by  taking  daily  a  small  quantity 
of  muriatic  acid.  There  are  several  substances,  as  curcuma 
or  rhubarb,  which,  on  being  taken  internally,  produce  a  yel- 
lowness of  the  skin ;  but  in  such  cases  it  is  proper  to  recollect 
that  real  jaundice  is  frequently  accompanied  with  vomiting, 
pain,  and  sleeplessness.  The  most  unequivocal  symptom,  and 
therefore  the  most  to  be  relied  on,  is  the  color  of  the  adnata. 
If  yellow,  jaundice  is  present,  originating  either  from  disease 
or  some  artificial  cause.  A  French  conscript,  however,  always 
put  snuff  in  his  eyes  before  the  surgeon's  visit,  to  prevent  their 
examination. f 


*  Scott,  vol.  ii.  p.  143.  f  Percy,  quoted  by  Scott,  etc 
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[Jaundice  has  been  BueeessfuHj/  simulated.  The  yellowness 
of  the  skin  is  usually  imitated  by  painting  with  an  infusion  or 
tincture  of  the  substances  named  by  Dr.  Beck.  Languor, 
or  inactivity,  and  extreme  depression  of  spirits,  usually  attend 
the  real  disease.  The  mucous  membrane  of  the  mouth  and 
fences  is  yellow.  The  urine  gives  to  white  linen  a  bright 
yellow  stain,  which  is  changed  to  green  by  muriatic  acid. — 
R.  H.  C] 

Paleness  of  the  Skin,  on  the  other  hand,  has  been  caused 
by  burning  sulphur,  by  the  use  of  digitalis,  the  abuse  of 
emetics  and  purgatives;  but  watchfulness,  and  preventing 
their  use,  check  the  effects.  The  general  state  of  the  system 
does  not  correspond  with  the  appearance.  "*" 

[Tobacco  in  small  quantities,  infusion  of  cumin,  the  oxides 
of  copper,  and  vinegar  have  been  used  to  produce  paleness, 
the  last  quite  frequently. — R.  H.  C] 

Cachexia  and  great  weakness  are  also  often  feigned,  by 
using  substances  to  make  the  face  appear  pale  and  livid.  In 
these  instances,  inquire  whether  there  is  a  loss  of  appetite,  or 
of  strength,  or  swelling  of  the  legs.  Examine  also  the  pulse 
and  the  skin,  whether  the  first  be  strong,  and  the  latter  hot.t 

*  Orfila,  Le9on8y  yoI.  i  p.  422. 

f  A  Tery  curious  work  was  published  at  New  Hayen  in  1817,  under  the 
title  of  The  Mytteriou*  Strangery  or  Memoirt  of  Henry  More  Smith.  It  pur- 
ports to  be  written  by  the  sheriff  of  King's  County,  New  Brunswick ;  and 
I  have  repeatedly  understood  that  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  authenticity  of 
all  the  material  facts.  The  hero  of  the  story  was  a  most  accomplished  tU- 
lain.  While  in  the  prison  at  Kingston,  New  Brunswick,  he  began  to  spit 
blood,  had  a  violent  cough  and  fever,  and  gradually  wasted  away,  so  that 
those  who  Tisited  him  supposed  that  his  death  was  rapidly  approaching. 
This  continued  for  a  fortnight,  and  his  weakness  was  so  great  that  he  had 
to  be  lifted  up  in  order  to  take  medicine  or  nutriment.  A  turnkey  unfor- 
tunately, howeyer,  left  the  door  of  the  prison  open  for  a  few  moments,  in 
order  to  warm  a  brick  for  his  cold  extremities.  On  his  return,  Smith  had 
duappeared.  After  many  adyentures  and  hair-breadth  escapes,  he  was  now 
a  prisoner  in  the  Newgate  of  Connecticut.  There  also  he  has  feigned 
cachexia,  hssmoptysis,  and  epilepsy,  but  with  no  sacoess.    He  oonfesaed 

Vol.  I.  4 
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[These  forms  of  feigned  disease  are  favorites  with  mendi- 
cants, who  not  only  artificially  pale  the  skin  and  tongue,  bat 
imitate  a  sickly  aspect  and  great  exhaustion,  appearances 
which  are  rendered  more  efiective  by  ragged  and  dirty  cloth- 
ing, and  heightened  by  a  white  napkin  worn  over  the  head 
and  ears.  (Q-avin.)  Swelling  of  the  legs  may  be  produced  by 
ligatures  round  the  thighs,  but  the  lusterless  and  sunken  eyes, 
the  loose  and  flabby  skin,  and  the  broad,  watery  tongue  of  ex- 
treme cachexia  and  debility,  cannot  well  be  imitated. — ^R.  H.  C] 

DiARRH(EA  AND  Dtsektbby. — The  former  of  these  has 
been  excited,  in  nayal  hospitals,  by  a  mixture  of  vinegar  and 
burnt  cork ;  and  in  prisons,  by  a  solution  of  sulphate  of  iron, 
obtained  from  convicts  employed  as  shoemakers,  to  whom  it  is 
furnished  for  blackening  leather.  Suppositories  of  soap  or 
other  irritating  substances  have  been  introduced  into  the  rec- 
tum, to  imitate  the  mucous  discharges  in  dysentery ;  and  with 
such  persons,  of  course  it  is  not  difficult  to  procure  the  addi- 
tion of  blood.  The  stools  have  been  broken  down  with  urine. 
It  requires  watchfulness,  and  particularly  the  exclusive  use  of 
a  night-chair,  to  detect  these  cases.  Many  young  men  are  said 
'  to  have  lost  their  lives  in  consequence  of  the  use  of  the  above 
substances.  "*" 

[In  diarrhoea,  inspect  the  linen ;  if  clean,  especially  in  the 
lower  classes,  we  may  infer  that  the  disease  is  slight.  In 
dysentery,  the  odor  of  the  stools,  and  sometimes  that  of  the 
person  also,  is  peculiar  and  easily  recognized. — B.  H.  C] 

Involuntary  Stools. — ^If  the  sphincter  ani  contract  on  the 
finger,  opium  and  solid  food  should  be  given,  and  a  careful 
watch  preserved.    K  the  suspected  person  pass  solid  feces  in 


that  he  pretended  to  raise  blood  by  pounding  a  brick  into  powder,  putting 
it  in  a  small  rag,  and  ohewing  it  in  his  month.  He  oontriyed  to  rary  his 
pulse  by  striking  his  elbows  ;  and  said  he  had  taken  the  fleeh  off  his  body  m 
ten  daytf  by  tuekmg  a  copper  cent  in  his  mouth  all  niyht,  and  swaUoving  the 
Hdiha, 

*  Hutohison,  p.  181 ;  Cheyne,  p.  171. 


bed,  pimisliment  should  be  inflicted.  On  one  of  these  simnli^ 
tors,  (who  also  pretended  sciatica  and  loss  of  the  use  of  his 
lower  extremities,)  in  the  General  Hospital  at  Lisbon,  it  was 
determined  to  apply  the  actual  cautery.  He  was  laid  on  his 
face,  and  held  by  three  men.  When  the  surgeon  applied  the 
red-hot  spatula  to  his  hip,  he  kicked  down  one  of  the  men  who 
held  him,  and  declared  that  he  had  been  $hammtng.* 

VOMITIKG. — Some  persons  possess  the  power  of  expelling 
the  contents  of  the  stomach  by  pressure  on  the  abdomen; 
others  by  swallowing  air.  It  appears  that  nature  or  habit  has 
given  this  to  a  few  indiyiduals.  In  many,  however,  frequent 
vomiting  is  a  symptom  of  organic  disease.  Dr.  Hutchison 
had  a  case  in  the  Baltic,  where  it  occurred  so  frequently  as  to 
become  alarming.  It  was  soon  observed,  however,  that  the 
vomiting  was  periodical,  occurring  when  the  physician  paid  his 
morning  or  evening  visit ;  and  in  the  interval,  the  patient  ate 
his  usual  allowance  of  food,  without  any  injurious  effect.  He 
was  watched,  and  it  was  found  that  he  made  pressure  on  the 
region  of  the  stomach  with  his  hands,  applied  under  the  bed- 
clothes.    Whenever  these  were  secured,  the  vomiting  ceased.f 

Dr.  Cheyne  remarks  that  the  vomiting  of  undigested  food 
is  suspicious,  and  particularly  advises  that  the  case  should  be 
watched,  to  avoid  mistakes.  The  stomach  may  be  diseased. 
The  absence  of  emaciation,  and  the  continuance  of  a  good 
appetite,  are,  however,  circumstances  indicating  a  healthy 
state  of  that  organ.|  To  vomiting,  some,  according  to  Orfila, 
have  added  the  complaint  of  difficult  deglutition. 

[Dr.  Copland  {Diet,  of  Med.)  met  with  a  case  where  vomit- 
ing was  induced  at  will  by  the  action  of  the  abdominal  muscles, 
without  the  aid  of  irritating  the  fauces.     It  is  important  to 


*  Cheyne,  p.  147.  f  Hutchison,  p.  168. 

X  Cheyne,  p.  167.  A  remarkable  case  of  Toluntary  Tomiting  oocnrred 
some  years  since  in  this  country,  in  a  distinguished  public  indiyidual.  I 
forbear  relating  any  of  the  particulars,  lest  I  might  unwittingly  trench  on 
the  sacred  priTacy  of  domestio  affections  and  sorrows.  *'  Non  sibi,  ted 
pairise  Tixit" 
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note  the  duration  of  the  several  paroxysms,  as  well  as  the  re 
gularity  or  irregularity  of  their  recurrence.  In  feigned  vomit 
ing  caused  by  tobacco,  the  appetite  is  impaired.  Foreign  sul 
stances,  even  urine  and  feces,  have  been  vomited  by  fepialc 
who  have  voluntarily  swallowed  them  for  the  purpose  of  tha 
exciting  wonder  and  pity. — ^R.  H.  C] 

Apoplexy  will  only  be  feigned  by  those  who  hope  for  in 
mediate  escape  from  some  impending  punishment.  From  th 
nature  of  the  disease,  it  cannot  be  long  dissembled.  If  it  b 
necessary  to  ascertain  the  truth  at  the  first  moment  of  the  at 
tack,  powerful  remedies,  such  indeed  as  are  indicated  in  th 
real  disease,  should  be  employed.  Zacchias  observes  tha 
feigned  apoplectics  cannot  resist  the  action  of  sternutatories. 

In  Vertigo  and  Headache,  the  malingerers  generall; 
overact.  The  giddiness  is  too  violent,  and  the  state  of  th 
stomach  is  not  noticed.  The  pulse  and  the  eye  should  b 
particularly  examined.  The  former  is  slow  and  irregular,  an 
the  latter  inexpressive.* 

[Of  all  diseases  characterized  by  pain,  headache  is  the  mofl 
frequently  pretended  or  exaggerated,  particularly  by  studentc 
persons  having  permanent  salaries,  and  ladies.  As  there  i 
no  disease  which  "  tries  the  science,  experience,  power  of  ol 
servation  and  acumen  of  the  physician''  {Copland)  in  a  greate 
degree,  so  there  is  none  more  difficult  to  pronounce  feigned 
Much  that  has  been  said  under  Pain  is  applicable  here.  N< 
concise  rules  for  detection  can  be  given ;  but  it  may  be  ob 
served  that  this  class  of  pretenders  manifest  reluctanoe  t 
remedial  treatment,  and  are  apt  to  suggest  relaxation  froii 
study  or  duty,  and  change  of  air. — R.  H.  C] 

Paralysis,  in  many  respects,  requires  the  same  treatmen 
as  rheumatism.  It  is  frequently  feigned  to  extend  to  the  su 
perior  or  inferior  extremities ;  in  other  instances,  a  single  liml 
only  is  stated  to  be  affected  by  it.     This  last  is  a  rare  occur 

*  Chejne,  p.  150. 
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rence ;  Qead  palsy  excepted. — B.  H.  C.;]  and  the  existence 
of  the  disease  is  to  be  doubted,  if  the  general  health  be  other- 
wise good. 

(Edema  of  an  extremity,  in  these  cases,  is  sometimes  excited 
by  the  continued  use  of  ligatures.  Among  the  remedies  most 
efficient,  are  electricity,  and  the  actual  cautery.  Dr.  Blatch- 
ford  gave  a  pretended  paralytic  in  the  New  York  State  Prison, 
whose  case  resisted  every  description  of  medicine,  a  severe 
electric  shock.  He  started  up,  ran  into  the  hall,  and  asked 
for  his  dismission  from  the  hospital.  Where  powerful  means 
like  these  have  failed,  finesse  or  accident  has  succeeded  in  de- 
veloping the  fraud.  Dr.  Davies,  at  Chatham,  England,  knocked 
gently,  at  the  dusk  of  the  evening,  on  the  window  of  one  who 
could  not  move,  and  had  lain  in  bed  for  a  month.  On  calling 
him  gently  by  name,  he  was  at  the  window  in  an  instant.  "*" 

Dr.  Hutchison  gave  to  one,  who  said  he  had  a  paralysis  of 
the  right  arm,  fifty  drops  of  laudanum  in  his  tea.  When  sound 
asleep,  the  doctor  went  into  his  apartment  and  tickled  his 
right  ear  with  a  feather,  when  instantly  the  lame  hand  was 
raised.  A  repetition  of  this  caused  more  active  exertion.  In 
another  instance,  the  right  hand  was  said  to  be  powerless.  The 
patient  was  brought  before  a  board  of  medical  officers,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  invalided,  if  found  diseased.  It  was  winter, 
and  the  surgeon  proposed  that  the  hand,  in  its  relaxed  and 
useless  state,  might  be  placed  over  the  edge  of  the  table  round 
which  they  were  sitting,  while  assistants  should  keep  the  arm 
and  shoulder  firmly  fixed.  In  this  situation,  a  red  hot  poker 
was  gradually  brought  under  the  hand.  As  it  came  nearer 
and  nearer,  the  hand  gradually  rose  to  the  full  extent  of  the 
powers  of  the  extensor  muscles.  A  half-witted  fellow  brought 
out  another,  by  saying  that  he  had  seen  him  use  his  arms  as 
well  as  any  one.f 

♦  Scott,  vol.  ii.  p.  134. 

t  Hutchison,  p.  164.  **  Simulators  are  commonly  not  aware  that  para- 
lytic limbs  are  very  pliant,  and  they  occasionally  offer  some  resistance  when 
any  attempt  is  made  to  bend  them.  A  healthy  arm  trembles  when  a  heavy 
weight  is  appended  to  it — a  circumstance  which  does  not  take  place  when 
it  is  paralytic."  {Marshall  an  Enlitting  and  DUehargmg  Soldiert,  p.  152.) 
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A  most  obstinate  case,  however,  according  to  Mr.  Marshall, 
was  that  of  a  private,  who  for  two  years  endured  everything 
that  medical  skill  and  suspicion  could  suggest.  His  complaint 
was  paralysis  of  the  lower  extremities.  He  was  finally  sent 
home  from  the  Mediterranean  to  be  invalided.  While  in  the 
harbor,  an  alarm  of  fire  was  given  on  board  ship.  All  hurried 
to  the  boat  alongside,  and  on  reaching  the  quay,  the  passen- 
gers were  mustered.  It  was  found  that  the  invalid  had  saved 
not  only  himself,  but  his  trunk  and  clothes.'*' 

In  these  and  similar  cases,  it  is  remarkable  how  parts  of  the 
body  can  be  kept  for  so  long  a  time  (two  or  three  years)  in  a 
state  of  inactivity,  with  hardly  any  diminution  of  muscular 
power.  Dr.  Gheyne  relates  some  laughable  instances  of 
agility,  immediately  consequent  on  successful  deception. 
When  the  malingerers  were  sure  of  their  discharge,  they 
threw  their  crutches  before  them,  and  disappeared  in  a 
moment.t 


*  Marshall,  p.  124.  In  another  long  protracted  case,  where  the  indi* 
▼idual  asserted  that  he  had  lost  the  power  of  using  his  lower  extremitieii 
and  every  attempt  at  detection  had  failed,  the  fraud  was  discoTered  bj  rub- 
bing cowhage  {Dolichos  prurient)  on  the  soles  of  the  feet,  at  bedtime.  He 
walked  and  groaned  all  night,  and  the  next  morning  reported  himself  fit  for 
dutj.    Page  104. 

f  I  cannot  forbear  adding  the  following  American  case,  extracted  from  a 
New  Jersey  newspaper:  ** A  dexterous  deception  was  recently  practiced 
upon  the  court  of  sessions  at  Hackensack.  A  fellow  who  had  been  a  long 
while  in  prison,  awaiting  trial  on  an  indictment  for  perjury,  a  few  days 
prior  to  the  time  appointed,  had  a  seyere  paralytic  stroke,  which  rendered 
one  side  entirely  powerless.  In  this  helpless  condition,  he  was  carried  from 
the  prison  into  court  on  a  bed.  The  spectacle  of  an  infirm  fellow-beingt 
trembling  into  the  grave,  on  a  trial  for  peijury,  had  a  visible  influence  upon 
the  sympathies  of  court  and  jury.  The  evidence,  however,  was  so  unequi* 
vocal  that  the  jury  convicted  him.  During  the  progress  of  the  trial,  he 
becamo  so  faint  that  a  recess  was  granted,  to  enable  him  to  be  reconveyed . 
to  his  apartment  in  the  prison,  for  revival,  the  prosecuting  attorney  kindly 
lending  assistance.  The  court,  in  view  of  the  prospect  of  his  being  speedily 
oaUed  to  a  higher  tribunal,  instead  of  sentencing  him  to  the  State  Prison, 
simply  imposed  a  fine  of  five  dollars,  which  his  brother,  who  manifested  the 
most  fraternal  solicitude,  paid,  and  conveyed  him  away  on  a  bed  in  a  wagon. 
The  next  day,  the  prosecuting  attorney  encountered  the  fellow  at  the  foot  of 
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In  only  one  case  (says  Mr.  Marshall)  has  he  seen  palsy  of 
the  upper  eyelid  attempted ;  and  here  the  muscular  resistance 
to  every  effort  to  raise  it,  showed  the  deception.'*' 

In  some  recent  cases,  bthbr  has  been  employed  as  the 
detecting  agent.  M.  Baudens  states  two  instances,  one  of 
simulated  and  the  other  real  i^firmity,  in  which  its  inhalation 
determined  the  nature  of  each. 

A  soldier  of  the  25th  Regiment,  who  had  been  in  ser- 
vice for  eighteen  months,  presented  himself  with  an  appa- 
rently severe  spinal  disease.  The  back  was  bent  almost  in 
the  form  of  a  semicircle,  and  when  placed  on  a  table,  in  the 
recumbent  posture,  the  lumbar  region  was  the  only  part  that 
touched  it.  Possibly  by  allowing  him  to  remain  a  sufficient 
length  of  time  in  this  state,  the  contractility  might  have 
yielded ;  but  M.  Baudens  forbade  that  he  should  be  handled, 
and  even  directed  a  bolster  to  be  placed  under  his  head,  as  a 
means  of  support  against  fatigue. 

In  four  minutes  after  inhaling  the  ether,  insensibility  came 
on,  and  to  this  soon  succeeded  a  complete  relaxation  of  the 
limbs.  The  bolster  was  gently  withdrawn,  and  the  head, 
neck,  shoulders,  and  back  in  regular  succession  descended  in 
close  contact  with  the  table,  by  their  own  weight,  so  that  he 
lay,  in  the  words  of  the  reporter,  a-phymb.  The  deceit  was 
manifest. 

In  the  second  case,  a  new  recruit  applied  for  a  discharge, 
on  the  ground  of  having  a  complete  anchylosis  of  the  coxo- 

Coartlandt  Street,  in  New  York,  who  told  him  laughingly  that  he  had  r«- 
eovered ;  and  then,  dropping  his  arm  and  contracting  his  leg,  in  true  para- 
lytic style,  hopped  off,  leaving  the  learned  counsel  to  his  own  reflections !" 

*  So  far  as  I  am  enabled  to  judge,  the  case  noticed  by  Dr.  McLoughlin, 
of  Paris,  in  his  Conmltation  Mtdteo-Ugale  tur  quelques  tigneM  de  Faralyaies 
praies,  ei  9ur  leur  valeur  relative,  Paris,  1841,  is,  to  a  great  extent,  one  of 
feigned  paralysis,  although  the  opinion  of  Cruyeilhier  was  to  the  contrary. 
The  details  are  too  Yoluminous  to  be  here  given,  but  the  pamphlet  deserves 
a  perusal. 

See  also  Medico-Chirurgical  Review,  new  series,  voL  ii.  p.  659,  for  a  stiU 
later  analysis  of  the  case.  The  woman  is  (1845)  alive  and  well,  at  Naples, 
although  CruYeilhier,  years  ago,  predicted  her  speedy  death,  fh>m  disease  of 
the  brain. 
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femoral  articulation  of  the  left  side.  On  moving  the  limb, 
there  was  a  spontaneous  contraction,  which  seemed  to  be 
voluntary,  and  this  caused  suspicion.  The  patient  readily 
submitted  to  the  test  of  the  ether.  In  five  minutes,  symp- 
toms of  somnolency  began  to  show  themselves,  and  in  eight 
the  insensibility  was  complete ;  but  the  contraction  still  con- 
tinued, nor  was  there  a  complete  relaxation  of  the  muscular 
system  until  at  the  end  of  twelve  minutes.  On  moving  the 
lunb  at  this  time,  the  fact  of  a  complete  anchylosis  was  per- 
fectly established.  It  was,  in  fact,  perfectly  impossible  to 
make  any  motion  with  the  femur,  without  embracing  that  of 
the  whole  pelvis.  No  question  remained  as  to  the  propriety  of 
discharging  this  person.  {Oomptes  Mendns,  March  8,  1847.) 

Epilepst. — It  is  remarkable  that  a  disease  so  much  dreaded 
by  the  real  sufierer  should  be  so  often  feigned ;  yet  this  is 
really  the  case,  and  the  cause  probably  is,  the  affright  and 
pity  that  may  be  inspired ;  or  else  the  short  exhibition  of  dis- 
ease that  is  necessary,  leaving  the  patient  to  act  as  he  pleases 
during  the  interval.  In  all  suspicious  cases,  it  is  proper  to 
notice  whether  the  sick  person  is  suddenly  and  generally 
affected — whether  the  face  and  nails  are  livid,  the  pupil  fixed, 
the  lips  pale,  the  mouth  distorted  and  frothy,  and  the  pulse 
altered.*  The  physician  ought  also  to  observe  whether  sleepf 
follow  the  paroxysm,  and  also  if  the  patient  complain  of  dul- 
ness  of  sensation,  vertigo,  and  great  weakness.  All,  or  most 
of  these  symptoms,  accompany  real  epilepsy.  But  the  surest 
sign  of  this  disease  is  a  loss  of  feeling,  so  that  sternutatories, 
and  even  the  actual  cautery,  produce  no  effect  during  the 
paroxysm.  This  immediately  gives  us  a  mode  of  detecting 
artifice.     An  artillerist  at  Martigues  had  acquired,  from  fre- 


•  FaUot  remarks  (p.  28)  that  in  the  real  epileptic,  the  pulse  is  often  small 
and  hard,  and  sometimes  slow  in  the  midst  of  the  most  horrid  convulsions ; 
whHe  in  the  dissembler,  it  necessarily,  fVom  liis  yiolent  efforts,  is  always  Aill 
and  quick.  The  heart,  however,  beats  rapidly  and  violently  in  real  cases, 
and  this  is  with  great  difficulty  imitated. 

f  In  the  epileptic  fit,  there  is  an  entire  loss  of  consciousness.  (Watson.) 
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qnent  practice,  sncli  skill  in  feigning  this  disease,  as  almost  to 
deceiye  Foder^ ;  and  this,  indeed,  would  haye  been  the  case, 
had  he  been  also  able  to  resist  the  application  of  fire.  This 
always  recoyered  him,  though  he  lay  apparently  without  sense, 
his  eyes  starting  from  their  orbits,  and  his  mouth  foaming. 
He  afterwards  confessed  that  he  neyer  counterfeited  a  parox- 
ysm without  feeling  for  several  days  a  yiolent  pain  in  the 
head.* 

De  Haen  was  consulted  by  a  mother,  whose  daughter,  after 
being  cured  of  deafness,  became  epileptic.  He  directed  her 
to  be  brought  to  the  hospital  at  Vienna,  where  he  attended. 
The  fit,  which  at  first  did  not  occur  more  than  once  or  twice  a 
day,  now  recurred  every  hour.  It  resembled  a  real  one,  as 
the  hands  were  violently  clenched,  and  the  eyes  disordered ; 
but  he  suspected  deception,  for  the  following  reasons:  She  did 
not  open  her  eyes,  during  the  paroxysm,  with  a  wink,  but  in 
the  natural  manner;  her  pulse  was  natural;  when  the  curtains 
were  drawn,  the  pupil  of  the  eye  was  dilated,  and  when  opened, 
it  was  contracted,  and  this  last  occurred  very  violently  when 
a  candle  was  presented.  Convinced  that  the  disorder  was  pre- 
tended, he  ordered  her  to  be  taken  out  of  bed,  and  directed 
the  attendants  to  keep  her  in  an  erect  posture.  If  she  fell, 
they  were  to  chastise  her  severely.  A  cure  was  thus  effected ; 
and  she  confessed  that  both  the  deafness  and  epilepsy  were 
feigned,  to  avoid  going  to  service.  In  another  case,  a  female, 
aged  twenty,  confined  in  prison  for  a  murder,  had  on  her  the 
marks  of  three  successive  burnings,  which  she  resisted  without 
confessing  the  deceit.  De  Haen,  and  many  others,  saw  her 
imitate  a  paroxysm  of  epilepsy  with  such  horrible  accuracy. 


*  Foder^,  vol.  ii.  p.  464.  "  A  case  is  related  of  a  country  boy,  who  feigned 
epilepsy,  to  avoid  work.  A  surgeon  was  called,  who  suspected  the  deceit, 
and  observed  to  one  of  the  by-standcrs,  that  if  it  was  a  true  fit,  as  he  thought 
it  was,  the  patient  would  turn  round  on  his  face  and  bite  the  grass :  this  he 
did,  and  so  betrayed  himself.  On  occasions  of  this  kind,  it  is  proper  to 
examine  the  mouth  for  soap^  which  is  easily  done  by  pressing  the  cheeks 
against  the  grinder  teeth.  I  once  saw  a  pseudo-epileptic  in  Edinburgh, 
recovered  by  the  simple  expedient  of  calling  a  police  officer.**  (Dunlop.) 
The  9oap  is  put  into  the  mouth  to  produce  frothing. 
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that  the  feigned  was  supposed  to  be  real,  until  in  the  midst  of 
it,  being  ordered  to  rise,  she  got  up  and  walked  away.  In 
such  an  instance,  our  author  recommends  the  remedy  used  at 
Paris.  A  beggar  there,  often  fell  into  fits  in  the  street.  A 
bed  of  straw,  through  compassion,  was  prepared,  on  which  he 
might  be  laid,  to  prevent  injury  to  himself.  When  next  at- 
tacked, he  was  laid  on  it,  and  the  four  corners  set  on  fire.  He 
sprang  up  and  fled."*" 

Various  substances  have  been  successively  applied  to  detect 
the  imposition,  as  snufi*  blown  into  the  nostrils,  (and  Dr. 
Hutchison  remarks  that  he  had  tried  this  on  the  real  without 
any  effect ;)  flannel  dipped  into  hot  water,  and  applied  to  the 
side;  a  drop  of  alcohol  poured  into  the  eye,  and  pouring  a 
small  stream  of  water  on  the  face.  Aloes  and  salt  insinuated 
into  the  mouth,  have  broken  up  a  feigned  paroxysm.f  A  few 
drops  of  hot  water  suddenly  thrown  on  the  legs,  may  also  re- 
cover the  individual. 

It  is  denied  that  the  peculiar  appearance  of  the  eye  is 
alwat/8  present  in  epileptics :  it  has  been  said  to  contract.| 
At  all  events,  it  is  frequently  difficult  to  ascertain  its  state 
correctly,  and  we  must  attend  to  other  circumstances.  K  the 
hands  of  the  real  epileptic  be  forced  open,  they  remain  ex- 
panded ;  but  the  feigned  will  immediately  close  them  again.§ 
The  contractions  also  of  various  parts  of  the  body  always 
come  on  simultaneously  in  the  real;  nor  is  there  any  regular 
period  in  the  return  of  the  fits.  Thus,  Vaidy,  a  French  sur- 
geon, detected  a  case  by  stating  to  the  individual  that  the  real 
disease  always  came  on  in  the  morning.  He  swallowed  the 
bait,  and  the  attack  always  occurred  before  noon.|| 


*  De  Haen's  Ratio  Medeadi,  yoI.  ii.  p.  66^  etc. 

f  Mr.  Marshall  mentions  that  a  few  drops  of  croton  oil  were  introduoed 
through  an  opening  left  by  the  loss  of  two  teeth,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the 
pretended  epileptic  started  on  his  feet,  and  ran  to  the  water-closet. 

X  Medico- Chirurgical  Review,  vol.  iy.  p.  598.  The  impostor  cannot,  how- 
ever, render  his  eyes  altogether  insensible  to  light,  and  if  narrowly  watched, 
he  will  be  found  to  open  them  occasionally,  so  as  to  observe  the  effect  pro- 
duced on  those  around  him.  (  Marshall.  ) 

2  Marc. ;  Orfila's  Le9on8,  vol.  L  p.  414.  y  MarshaU,  p.  178. 
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One  &et  ahoold  be  kept  in  mind  respecting  this  disease: 
The  real  epileptic  is  desirous  of  concealing  his  situation,  and 
attaches  to  it  a  kind  of  false  shame ;  while  the  feigned  talks 
about  the  disease,  and  takes  no  precaution  to  avoid  publicity.* 

[As  epilepsy  is  often  successfully  feigned ;  as  it  is  not  al- 
ways possible  to  determine  satisfactorily  the  condition  of  the 
pupil  during  the  paroxysm;  and  as  the  value  of  the  tests  for 
insensibility  depends  partly  upon  the  period  of  the  fit  in  which 
they  are  applied,  a  few  additional  diagnostic  signs  may  not  be 
superfluous.  In  the  feigned,  the  glottis  is  not  closed,  and  re- 
spiration though  impeded  is  not  interrupted,  nor  does  the  face 
become  so  swollen  and  livid  as  in  the  real,  symptoms  which 
cannot  be  simulated  unless  with  the  aid  of  a  ligature  round  the 
neck.  Simulators  cannot  feign  the  general  paleness  which 
suddenly  occurs  at  the  end  of  the  fit  {Aide  MSmoire,)  Mar- 
shall says,  ^^  the  liability  to  epilepsy  is  not  characterized  by 
any  external  marks;''  and  Henderson  expresses  the  same 
opinion.  Most  authorities,  however,  agree  that  the  frequent 
repetition  of  the  att<icks  gives  a  peculiar  physiognomy,  tersely 
described  as  '^composed  of  sadness,  shame,  stupidity  and 
timidity,"  {Diet,  des  Sci.  Med.)  Epilepsy  rarely  occurs  for 
the  first  time,  after  puberty,  unless  it  be  the  result  of  injury 
of  the  head.— R.  H.  C] 

CoNYHLSlONS,  when  feigned,  do  not  present  that  stiffness  of 
the  muscles,  or  that  resistance  and  rapidity  of  action,  which 
appear  in  the  real.  The  treatment  must  be  similar  to  that  of 
epilepsy.  Twenty  years  ago,  says  Foder^,  I  proved,  by  the 
aid  of  fire  and  force  applied  to  the  antagonist  muscles,  that  a 
woman,  who  had  imposed  on  a  good  curate  in  the  Alps,  was 
an  impostor.  She  was  supposed  to  be  possessed — fell  down 
apparently   without  sense,  and   made   frightful   contortions. 

*  Dumas  of  Montpelier,  in  his  work  on  the  Phytiognomy  peculiar  to  tome 
ekronic  ditetuest  mentions,  that  in  constitutional  epileptics,  the  facial  angle  is 
always  under  80^,  and  recedes  f^om  that  to  70^.  He  found  this  to  be  the 
case  in  many  instances,  at  the  hospital  in  Toulouse.  (London  Medical  and 
Phytical  Journal,  vol.  xxtIL  p.  88.) 


Slie  could  boI,  bowerer,  witlisUnd  the  mbore  tests,  and  rose 
mpi^  to  lier  gTMit  coDfiiskA*  and  the  asUHushme&t  of  Ae  ^we- 
tators.^  In  fngned  casesw  the  muscles  do  not  sdSn  and  can- 
tract  as  in  real  ones.  Hence«  condnned  action  of  the  antago- 
vkt  ones  will  derelope  the  frand. 

Feigned  conml^Te  action,  confined  to  a  particalar  pait^ 
mar  be  exposed  bj  protracted  watching.  A  seaman  pretended 
to  hare  a  conTnkire  motion  of  the  mnsdes  abovt  the  neck 
and  npper  part  of  the  trvnk.  so  as  to  prodace  an  inToimtaij 
and  incessant  shn^igiDg  of  the  shooldersw  The  snigeon  sec  a 
watch  apon  him:  a  mark  being  made  for  each  shrvg.  He 
held  o«t  nearhr  twentT4bar  hoorsw  and  then  snecmnbed.t' 

The  fbUowtng  case  b  reported  br  Dr.  MarshaE  HaILt  A 
joug  penon  of  hTsterie  dispoemok  was  bled  and  soon  after- 
wank  became  affected  with  contraccbn  of  the  fingers  nuo  At 
pdbn  of  the  hand.  Un«ier  the  Uea  that  the  nerre  iski  been 
woonded^  the  cicatrix  left  br  the  venesectiiML  wss  remiiviHi; 
th»  ^asmodic  aetion  of  the  fingers  immedaiselT  became 
hued^  and  their  nse  was  restored.  Bt  degreesw  the  ^paism 
turned^  and  the  operation  was  repeated  with  the  ^ame  gomi 
e&cc  ]es&  prompt  but  not  less  perfect  than  befiire^  The 
^asm  recomed  a  third  time. 

Dr.  Hall  now  began  to  suspect  that  eren  this  strange  ihigree 
of  spasm,  linring  which  the  nails  aemallj  grew  inco  the  palm 
of  the  han<L  wai^  not  altog^dier  reaL  A  mock  operation  was 
dbicefore  performed;  pain&I  incisions  were  made,  the  (fiviana 
of  a  nenre  pretentied.  ami  it  was  lomilT  said.  *^^ow  the  spasm 
win  cease,  and  she  win  open  her  hand ;'  anti  she  £d  'ipen  her 
hand;  and  wiien  infiirmed  of  tiie  tnitiu  took  care  en  remain. 


Crdeba  is  sometimea  attempted  by  mendicants^     It  wonld 
to  discover  the  realitj  of  the  <iiaease.  if  we  applied  the 


*  FodiVB,  Toi.  iL  p.  ^ea 

f  BtKabui'git  SIniicai  mid  Sox^cal  JmanaL  vnL  xsx.  p.  179.     \ 

aaular  tSM*  ■JceaiTed  to  Dr.  Bllioteon :  Laac«ft.  5.  S.  toL  Wi.  p.  'STL 
X  9m  XeiL-CUr.  S«nrnw,  5.  S.  mL  u  pL  18§,  for  %  redact  Lft  iMAiI  ot  Una 
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snggestion  of  Darwin — forcing  them  to  make  continued  and 
repeated  efforts  to  move  the  limb  in  the  designed  direction. 
They  should  be  secretly  watched. 

Catalepsy  would  most  probably  seem  to  be  a  form  of  hys- 
teria: at  least,  this  will  best  explain  most  of  the  cases  now 
occurring.'*'  Its  peculiar  characteristics  are,  that  the  patient 
becomes  suddenly  motionless,  while  the  joints  remain  flexible, 
and  yet  external  objects  make  no  impression.  In  so  mysteri- 
ous a  disease,  if  there  be  any  cause  for  suspicion,  the  remedies 
already  indicated  should  be  applied.  Dr.  Gooch  quotes  the 
following  feigned  case  from  Mr.  Abemethy's  Hunterian  Ora- 
tion:— 

"A  patient  in  the  hospital  feigned  to  be  afflicted  with  cata- 
lepsy;— in  which  disorder  it  is  said  a  person  loses  all  conscious- 
ness and  Tolition,  yet  remains  in  the  very  attitude  in  which 
he  was  suddenly  seized  with  this  temporary  suspension  of  the 
intellectual  faculties ; — Mr.  John  Hunter  began  to  comment 
before  the  surrounding  students  on  the  strangeness  of  the  lat- 
ter circumstance :  and  as  the  man  stood  with  his  hand  a  little 
elevated  and  extended,  ho  said,  ^  You  see,  gentlemen,  that  the 


*  The  following  reforencos  to  some  cases  may  assist  in  formiDg  an  opinion : 

Memoirs  of  Literature,  toI.  iii.  pp.  100, 194.     Cases  by  Deidier. 

Medical  Commentaries,  vol.  x.  p.  242. 

American  Medical  and  Philosophical  Register,  toI.  i.  p.  47.  Case  by 
Dr.  Steams. 

Cyclopedia  of  Practical  Medicine,  Art.  Catalepsy,  by  Dr.  Joy. 

Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  toI.  zxxix.  p.  409. 

Medico-Chirurgical  Review,  yoI.  viii.  p.  201. 

Lancet,  N.  8.  vol.  yi.  p.  277.  A  case  treated  by  Dr.  Duncan,  jonior,  in 
the  Edinburgh  Royal  Infirmary. 

Copland's  Dictionary  of  Medicine,  Art.  Catalepsy. 

Lancet,  N.  S.  vol.  xi.  p.  632;  vol.  xvi.  pp.  129,  448;  vol.  xvii.  p.  28— 
cases  by  Mr.  G.  Burnett,  Mr.  Ellis,  Dr.  Hannay,  and  Dr.  Kelso.  Vol.  xxii. 
p.  726,  by  Dr.  Imray ;  vol.  xxxii.  p.  688,  by  Dr.  Chowne. 

American  Journal  Med.  Sciences,  vol.  xxvi.  p.  887.  Case  by  Dr.  Isaac 
Parrish. 

Encyclographie  des  Sciences,  Medioales,  June  1842,  (from  Gazette  Medi- 
eale.)    Case  by  Dr.  Davard. 
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hand  is  supported  merely  in  consequence  of  the  muscles  per- 
seyering  in  that  action  to  which  yolition  had  excited  them  prior 
to  the  cataleptic  seizure.  I  wonder/  continued  he,  ^what  ad- 
ditional weight  they  would  support;'  and  so  saying,  he  slipped 
the  noose  of  a  cord  round  the  wrist,  and  hung  to  the  other 
end  a  small  weight,  which  produced  no  alteration  in  the  posi- 
tion of  the  hand.  Then,  after  a  short  time,  with  a  pair  of 
scissors  he  imperceptibly  snipped  the  cord.  The  weight  fell 
to  the  ground,  and  the  hand  was  suddenly  raised  in  the  air, 
by  the  increased  effort  which  volition  had  excited  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  increased  weight.  Thus  was  it  manifested  that  the 
man  possessed  consciousness  and  volition,  and  the  imposture 
stood  revealed."* 

[I  have  seen  two  cases  of  this  rare  disease.  In  one,  a  man, 
it  depended  upon  organic  disease  of  the  brain,  which  soon 
proved  fatal;  in  the  other,  a  woman,  it  followed  severe  hyste- 
rical convulsions,  and  was,  strictly  speaking,  a  cataleptic 
trance.  In  the  first  case,  the  paroxysm  lasted  two  or  three 
hours,  the  patient  sitting  upright,  his  body  and  limbs  main- 
taining every  position  in  which  they  were  placed.  In  the 
second,  the  condition  lasted  three  days,  during  which  the 
woman  appeared  insensible,  took  no  food,  and  had  no  evacua- 
tion except  a  little  urine  by  the  catheter.  The  respiration 
was  not  perceptible ;  the  pulse  barely  so,  on  careful  examina- 
tion. Her  eyes  were  open  and  expressionless ;  the  pupil  con- 
tracted imperfectly;  the  eyelids  remained  immovable.  The 
limbs,  when  raised,  fell  unresisting.  The  paroxysm  arose  from 
her  aversion  to  myself,  as  the  successor  in  the  hospital  of  a 
physician  who  had  attended  her  for  syphilitic  ulcerations  of 
the  OS  uteri,  and  it  was  terminated  by  his  reappearance  at  her 
bedside. — R.  H.  C] 

Feigned  Stncopb  and  Htsteria  cannot  resist  the  action 
of  sternutatories.  It  is  di£Scult  to  dissemble  a  small,  feeble 
and  languishing  pulse,  an  almost  suppressed  respiration,  cold 

*  Trftnsactioni  of  the  London  College  of  PbjsicUns,  toL  tL  p.  272. 
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sweats,  coldness  of  the  extremities,  and  paleness  of  the  conn- 
tenance.  Cases  are  however  mentioned,  where  individuals 
have  possessed  the  power  of  suspending,  or  at  least  moderat- 
ing, the  action  of  the  heart ;  as,  on  the  contrary,  some  have 
been  able  to  increase  it  at  will.  Dr.  Cleghom,  of  Glasgow, 
mentions,  in  his  lectures,  the  case  of  a  person  whom  he  knew, 
who  could  feign  death,  and  had  so  completely  the  power  of 
moderating  the  action  of  the  heart,  that  its  pulsation  could 
not  be  felt.  This  man,  however,  some  years  after,  died  sud- 
denly.* 

*  Pftria  Medical  Jurisprudence,  toL  i.  p.  860 ;  Male,  p.  267 ;  Hennen, 
p.  466.  It  must  also  be  recollected  that  seyeral  of  the  complaints  enume- 
rated in  this  chapter  as  hsBmoptisis,  grayel,  etc.,  are  feigned  by  hysterical 
females.  See  Laycock  on  Hysteria,  in  Edin.  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  toL  L 
p.  65. 

« Some  of  the  shapes  assumed  by  this  pathological  Proteus  are  hideouB 
and  disgusting.  Paralysis  of  the  muscular  fibres  of  the  bladder,  or  spasm 
of  its  sphincters,  sometimes  really  occurs ;  sometimes  it  is  only  aped,  in 
hysteria.  It  is  a  common  trick  with  these  patients  to  pretend  that  they 
labor  under  retention  of  urine,  and  that,  although  the  bladder  is  ftill,  they 
eannoi  make  water.  The  daily  introduction  of  the  catheter,  by  a  dresser 
or  apprentice,  appears  to  gratify  their  morbid  or  prurient  feelings.  Some- 
times, no  doubt,  the  difficulty  is  real,  but  it  is  oftener  feigned  or  exag- 
gerated. I  haTO  again  and  again  known  it  disappear,  upon  the  patient's 
being  left,  without  pity,  to  her  own  resources.  But  girls  haye  been  known 
to  drink  their  urine,  in  order  to  conceal  the  fact  of  their  having  been 
obliged  and  able  to  Toid  it.  The  state  of  mind  erinced  by  many  of  these 
hysterical  young  persons  is  such  as  to  entitle  them  to  our  deepest  commis- 
eration. The  deceptive  appearances  displayed  in  the  bodily  functions  and 
feelings  find  their  counterpart  in  the  mentaL  The  patients  are  deceitfttl, 
perrerse  and  obstinate,  practicing  or  attempting  to  practice  the  most  aim- 
less and  unnatural  impositions.  They  will  produce  fragments  of  common 
gravel,  and  assert  that  these  were  voided  with  the  urine,  or  they  will  secrete 
cinders  and  stones  in  the  vagina  and  pretend  to  be  suffering  under  some 
calculous  disease.  A  young  woman  contrived,  in  one  of  our  hospitals,  to 
make  the  surgeons  believe  that  she  had  stone  in  t?u  bladder^  and  she  actuaUy 
submitted  to  be  placed  on  the  operating  table,  and  to  be  tied  up  in  the  pos- 
ture for  lithotomy,  before  a  theatre  full  of  students,  and  then  the  imposture 
was  detected.  Sometimes  they  simulate  euppreesion  of  urine,  and  after  swal- 
lowing what  they  have  passed,  vomit  it  up  again,  to  induce  the  belief  that 
the  secretion  has  taken  place  through  a  new  and  unnatural  channel.  {Dr, 
Wation*$  Lecturet  on  the  Praettee  of  Medicine,  m  I^and.  Med*  G<u,,  toL  zxriii. 
p.  467.) 
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[Syncope  is  sometimes  feigned  by  soldiers  to  escape  from,  or 
lessen  corporal  punishment.  It  is  to  be  remembered  that  the 
syncope  may  be  real,  though  sternutatories  and  cold  affusion 
produce  their  usual  effects. 

Hysteria,  whether  real  or  factitious,  assumes  the  form  and 
imitates  the  symptoms  of  a  great  variety  of  diseases,  espe- 
cially those  characterized  by  disordered  nervous  or  muscular 
action,  and  which  are  calculated  to  excite  interest  or  sympa- 
thy. In  some,  the  severest  forms  of  hysterical  convulsion 
may  be  brought  on  by  a  mere  effort  of  will,  but  when  so  in- 
duced, cannot  be  always  self-controlled.  The  following  exam- 
ple is  deemed  sufficiently  remarkable  to  be  recorded.  In 
1889,  a  very  beautiful  girl,  aged  fourteen,  confined  in  the  ci^ 
prison  charged  with  theft,  was  transferred  to  the  Bellevue 
Hospital  on  account  of  convulsions  which  baffled  the  skill  of 
the  physician.  When  admitted,  she  was  apparently  in  a 
trance,  and  insensible  to  ordinary  sounds  or  pinching;  her 
eyes  were  open  and  gazing  on  vacancy.  Failing  to  obtain  the 
least  sign  of  consciousness  in  the  presence  of  spectators,  I 
sent  all  away,  and  then  telling  her  I  knew  she  heard  me,  as- 
sured her  of  kind  treatment  if  she  ceased  pretending,  and 
threatened  to  remand  her  to  prison  if  she  persisted.  She  in- 
stantly looked  at  me,  and  said  she  believed  I  would  do  as  I 
promised.  The  nurse  having  reported  that  there  were  no 
signs  of  puberty,  and  that  the  girl  had  never  menstruated, 
medicines  were  given  to  excite  that  function,  and  it  was  soon 
established.  After  a  time  she  was  sent  back  to  prison,  when 
her  convulsions  returned  with  greater  severity  than  before, 
and  in  one  of  them  her  clothing  and  bedding  caught  fire, 
burning  her  left  breast,  side,  and  arm,  very  extensively  and 
severely.  She  was  again  sent  to  the  hospital,  where  for  some 
months  the  appearance  of  a  police  officer  was  the  signal  for  a 
convulsion  closely  resembling  the  epileptic  seizure,  and  so 
severe  that  days  would  elapse  before  the  effects  would  be  en- 
tirely relieved.  Sentenced  to  confinement  in  the  House  of 
Refuge,  the  convulsions  were  again  renewed.  Her  luxuriant 
hair,  in  which  she  took  great  pride,  was  cut  off,  her  head  was 
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Bhavedy  her  body  cupped  and  blistered,  and  nauseous  and  dis- 
tasteful medicines  freely  administered;  all  without  effect. 
The  patience  of  the  physician,  and  the  strength  of  the  at- 
tendants were  exhausted.  She  was  once  more  sent  to  my 
ward  at  BelleTue,  where  she  confessed  that  her  conyulsions 
were  intentionally  produced  as  her  only  means  of  escape  from 
die  House  of  Refuge,  but  that  they  sometimes  passed  beyond 
her  control.  On  consultation  with  the  authorities,  Dr.  Yach^, 
the  Beaident  Physician,  certified  that  the  girl  had  a  monoma- 
nia, and  she  was  committed  to  the  Asylum  for  Lunatics  on 
Blackwell's  Island,  where  she  was  employed  as  assistant  to 
the  matron.  This  certificate  was  based  upon  her  passion  for 
itealingj  in  which  she  exhibited  an  adroitness  and  degree  of 
turpitude  truly  astonishing.  For  some  time  previous  to  her 
arrest,  she  was  in  the  habit  of  applying  at  houses  of  ill-fame 
for  a  night's  lodging,  saying,  with  assumed  artlessness,  that 
the  boat  had  left  her,  that  she  was  alone,  and  that  a  gentle- 
man had  directed  her  there.  Admitted,  she  would  remain  till 
opportunity  offered  for  stealing  money  or  jewels,  and  then  de- 
camp. While  in  the  hospital,  she  would  secrete  the  instru- 
ments used  in  dressing  her  burns,  and  even  take  rings  from 
the  fingers  of  dying  patients.  In  a  few  months  after  her 
commitment,  she  escaped  from  the  asylum,  and,  it  is  believed, 
went  to  Europe  as  the  mistress  of  a  defaulting  financier. — 
B.  H.  C] 

Insensibility;  Somnolency.  There  are  several  cases  on 
record,  of  the  long  continuance  of  these  states ;  some  of  which 
were  feigned,  and  others,  to  say  the  least,  doubtful  in  their 
nature.  Dr.  G.  Smith  makes  mention  of  a  soldier  named 
Drake,  who  assumed  an  appearance  of  total  insensibility,  and 
resisted  for  months  every  sort  of  treatmentr— even  the  shower 
bath  and  electricity;  but  on  a  proposal  being  uttered  in  his 
hearing,  to  apply  red-hot  iron,  his  pulse  rose,  and  an  amend- 
ment shortly  took  place.* 

*  Smith,  p.  471 ;    Edinburgh  Annual  Register,  toL  ix.  part  2,  p.  49. 
Dr.  James  Johnson  says  that  he  detected  the  imposture  of  Drake  on  the  daj 
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The  case  of  Pfaineas  Adams,  which  lately  occurred  in 
England,  shows  to  what  individuals  will  submit,  in  order  to 
escape  punishment.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Somerset  militia, 
aged  eighteen  years,  and  confined  in  jail  for  desertion.  From 
the  26th  of  April  to  the  8th  of  July,  1811,  he  lay  in  a  state  of 
insensibility,  resisting  every  remedy,  such  as  thrusting  snuff 
up  the  nostrils,  electric  shocks,  powerful  medicines,  etc.  When 
any  of  his  limbs  were  raised,  they  fell  with  the  leaden  weight 
of  total  inanimation.  His  eyes  were  closed,  and  his  counte- 
nance extremely  pale ;  but  his  respiration  continued  free,  and 
his  pulse  was  of  a  healthy  tone.  The  sustenance  he  received 
was  eggs  diluted  with  wine,  and  occasionally  tea,  which  he 
sucked  in  through  his  teeth,  as  all  attempts  to  open  his  mouth 
were  fruitless.  Pins  were  thrust  under  his  finger  nails  to  .ex- 
cite sensation,  but  in  vain.  It  was  conjectured  that  the  pre- 
sent illness  might  be  owing  to  a  fall ;  and  a  proposal  was  con- 
sequently made  by  the  surgeon  to  perform  the  operation  of 
scalping,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  there  was  not  a  depres- 
sion of  the  brain.  The  operation  was  described  by  him  to 
the  parents  at  the  bedside  of  their  son,  and  it  was  performed; 
the  incisions  were  made,  the  scalp  drawn  up,  and  the  head  ex- 
amined. During  all  this  time  he  manifested  no  audible  sign 
of  pain  or  sensibility,  except  when  the  instrument  with  which 
the  head  was  scraped,  was  applied.  He  then,  but  only  once, 
uttered  a  groan.  As  no  beneficial  result  appeared,  and  as  the 
case  seemed  hopeless,  a  discharge  was  obtained,  and  he  was 
taken  to  the  house  of  his  father.  The  next  day  he  was  seen 
sitting  at  the  door  talking  to  his  parents ;  and  the  day  after, 
was  observed  at  two  miles  from  home,  cutting  spars,  carrying 

he  was  landed  at  Portsmouth,  bj  attempting  to  introduce  a  piece  of  aloes 
into  his  mouth :  he  felt  the  resistance  of  the  muscles.  (Medico-Chmtryieal 
Review,  toL  It.  p.  698.) 

'*  So  well  did  this  man  acquit  himself,  that  after  he  was  remoTed  to  the 
Tork  Hospital,  many  of  the  medical  men  were  then,  and  still  are,  of  opinion 
that  the  disease  was  real.  I  attended  him  at  Hillsea,  along  with  Dr.  Hennea 
and  Dr.  Knox,  now  of  Edinburgh,  who  had  the  immediate  charge  of  him ; 
and  from  eyerything  I  saw,  and  many  experiments  I  made,  I  haTe  not  the 
Blighiest  doubt  that  he  was  an  impostor."  (Dumlop.) 


reeds  up  a  ladder,  and  aasittbig  his  father  in  thatching  a 
rick.* 

Mr.  Dease  states  a  case  where  a  female  serrant,  on  receiy- 
iBg  a  slight  injury  from  her  master,  ran  to  the  door,  said  she 
had  been  almost  murdered,  and,  to  corroborate  it,  fell  into  a 
fit.  She  was  carried  to  a  hospital,  and  lay  for  ten  or  twelve 
days  without  showing  the  least  sign  of  sense  or  recollection. 
Mr.  Dease,  on  being  called  into  consultation,  soon  detected  the 
imposture,  and  the  woman  almost  immediately  disappeared. 
But  popular  indignation  had  nearly  ruined  the  indiridual  in 
property,  and  consigned  him  for  a  time  to  a  jail. 

Hydrophobia  has  been  attempted  to  be  feigned  both  in 
England  and  France,  but  with  little  success.f  And  I  hare 
seen  it  stated  in  an  extract  from  the  United  Service  Journal, 
that  a  beggar  once  attempted  tetanus  at  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital.  Mr.  Abemethy,  however,  suspected  the  imposition ; 
and,  turning  to  one  of  the  surgeons,  as  if  in  consultation,  re- 
marked what  a  remarkable  symptom,  in  the  last  stage  of  this 
^sease,  incessant  winking  of  the  eyes  was.  The  patient  im- 
me^tely  began  to  wink  with  both  his  eyes. 

[Hydrophobia  and  some  forms  of  tetanus  are  not  infre- 
quently  simulated  by  hysterical  women.  I  believe  that  all 
the  cases  of  hydrophobia  reported  cured,  are  of  this  character. 
I  have  the  authority  of  Dr.  Vach^  for  saying  that  Dr.  Mott 
had  been  so  frequently  consulted  in  cases  pronounced  hydro- 
phobia, which  were  either  tetanus  or  hysteria,  that  he  for  many 
years  doubted  the  existence  of  that  terrible  disease.  In  teta- 
nus, muscular  rigidity  continues  after  the  subsidence  of  the 
paroxysm. — R.  H.  C] 


*  Edinbargh  Annual  Register,  toI.  it.  part  2,  p.  159.  A  remarkable  case, 
aboat  whicb  there  appears  to  be  some  doubt,  is  related  bj  Dr.  Hennen,  p. 
458.  The  approaeh  {not  the  touch)  of  a  hot  iron,  caused  abundant  marks  of 
icnsibililj. 

t  Orfila,  Le9onSy  Tol.  L  p.  425 ;  Medico-Chirurgical  Reyiew,  toL  iz. 
p.  261. 
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Nostalgia  is  a  disease  common  in  military  hospitals.  This 
mental  affection,  if  carried  to  excess,  soon  produces  a  physical 
one,  and  a  mixed  state  is  produced,  in  which  all  the  marks  of 
melancholy  and  hypochondriasis  are  visible.  Young  men  are 
more  subject  to  it  than  persons  advanced  in  life,  villagers  more 
than  citizens ;  and  among  nations  it  is  found  to  prevail  most 
in  the  Swiss,  the  Savoyards,  the  inhabitants  of  the  Pyrenees, 
the  Flemings,  etc.  Besides  the  above  considerations,  and  that 
alteration  of  countenance  which  it  is  impossible  to  feign,  it  may 
be  added,  that  ^^  pretenders  generally  express  a  great  desire  to 
revisit  their  native  country,  while  those  who  are  really  diseased, 
are  taciturn,  express  themselves  obscurely  on  the  subject  of 
their  malady,  dare  not  make  an  avowal,  and  are  little  affected 
by  the  consolations  which  hope  or  promises  offer  to  them."^ 
The  healthy  color,  the  strength  and  regularity  of  the  pulse, 
and  the  aversion  to  low  diet  and  setons,  also  serve  to  distin- 
guish the  one  from  the  other.f 

ScBOFULA  has  been  simulated  by  exciting  ulcers  in  the 
neck,  and  redness  and  swelling  of  the  nose  and  lips,  with 
euphorbium  or  other  acrid  substances.  Cicatrices  from  these 
have  been  exhibited.  The  scrofulous  ulcer  cannot,  however, 
be  imitated.  Scurvy  also  was  feigned  by  the  French  con- 
scripts ;  but  they  could  not  advance  further  than  a  bleeding 
state  of  the  gums,  induced  by  potash,  etc.^  Various  cutane* 
0U9  affectionty  as  tinea  eapita^  pomphotyx^  etc.,  have  been 
produced  by  the  application  of  nitric  acid  or  blisters. 

Ikcoxtinbncb  of  Urinb. — ^Two  deserters  were  brought  to 


♦  Foder^,  toL  iL  p.  46S.  .  ' 

f  OrfiU.  Le^ns^  toL  L  p.  412.  **  Tbe  oalj  two  o^mb  of  nosUlgU  I  otst 
iMppened  to  iii««t  with,  do  not  b««r  out  the  gcii«rml  r«iBmrlL,  Uiat  mn  inbaM- 
taat  of  a  kiU  coiuitrj,  or  a  TiUago,  «xcliisiTd j,  is  liable  to  tliis  diseasa.  TIm 
int  vas  a  recniit,  a  coontiy  lad,  tmm  tlio  tos  of  Licofaislure,  vbo  diad 
VBdor  mj  charge,  oa  his  paasago  to  Canada  ia  181S ;  and  tbe  otber,  a  Los- 
don  pi^poaLe<»  Ybo«  I  taw  tbis  jonr  (1S24)  in  tbe  bulks  at  Sbearsa 
(Dmop.) 
2  (MK  U$OM»  ToL  L  p.  i2ft. 
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the  hospital  at  Martignes,  on  account  of  this  disease.  Foder^ 
was  the  attending  physician,  and  applied  epispastics  to  the 
perinsenm — ^a  remedy  which  he  in  previons  cases  had  found 
useful — ^but  without  success.  They  were  discharged ;  but  it 
was  shortly  discoTered  that  they  had  feigned  the  disease.  The 
consequence  was  an  epidemic  incontinence  of  urine  among 
their  companions  who  remained.  This  awakened  the  suspicion 
of  our  author ;  and  above  all  surprised  that  his  remedy  pro- 
duced no  effect  in  any  case,  he  ordered  that  the  penis  of  every 
patient  should  be  tied,  and  on  the  knot  a  seal  placed,  which 
none  but  the  gendarme  who  guarded  them  should  have  power 
to  break,  at  such  times  as  they  wished  to  urinate.  He  charged 
the  guard  to  visit  them  from  time  to  time,  to  observe  whether 
the  penis  was  inflated,  and  also  whether  the  urine  was  not 
discharged  guttatim.  He  did  this  from  having  observed  that 
in  real  incontinence  of  urine  the  penis  becomes  enlarged,  so  as 
to  render  it  necessary  to  remove  the  ligature  in  a  very  short 
time.  The  expedient  succeeded ;  it  was  removed  only  at  the 
ordinary  period,  and  in  twenty-four  hours  the  epidemic  va- 
nished.* 

Dr.  Hennen  observes  that  this  disease  is  almost  always  de- 
tected by  giving  a  full  dose  of  opium  at  night,  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  individual,  and  introducing  the  catheter  dur- 
ing sleep ;  or  by  taking  him  by  surprise  during  the  day,  and 
mtroducing  the  same  instrument,  when  it  will  be  found  that 
the  urine  has  not  drained  off  guttatim  as  it  was  secreted,  but 
that   the  bladder  possesses  the  power  of  retention.f     Dr. 


*  Foder^,  yoI.  ii.  p.  481. 

t  Hennen*8  Principles  of  Military  Surgery,  p.  455.  In  a  yery  interesting 
inaugural  dissertation  on  feigned  diseases,  published  by  Dr.  Blatchford  in 
1817,  it  is  stated  that  supprestion  of  urine  was  a  frequent  disease  among  the 
female  conyicts  at  the  New  York  State  Prison.  The  author,  who  was  the 
Resident  Physician  there  for  some  time,  relates  two  cases,  in  which  the  fre- 
quent use  of  the  catheter  obyiated  all  the  evil  effects  that  a  voluntary  suppres- 
sion might  have  produced,  and  also  indicated  when  the  complaints  of  pain 
and  distress  were  groundless.  (Pages  71  and  74.)  By  reference  to  old 
registers,  he  found  that  this  was  a  common  complaint  immediately  after  the 
initiation  of  eyery  '<  Resident  Physioian.*' 


M  maaxD  dibxasb. 

Comyns  cored  its  epidemic  sppearance  in  mn  Iri^  r^imen^ 
bj  prescribing  a  coM  bath  every  morning  and  evening  in 
Lough  Neagh.^  In  ordinary  practice,  it  is  a  very  rare  dis- 
ease. The  prepace  and  glans  penis  are  found  to  be  pale  firom 
its  continuance,  and  the  dothes  exhale  an  ammoniacal  odor. 

[These  observations  are  espedally  apfdicable  to  true  inc<m* 
linence  of  urine  firom  paralysis  of  the  sphincter ;  but  inoonti- 
nence  may  also  arise  firom  a  highly  irritated  bladder  or  sphinc- 
ter, making  the  presence  of  urine  intolerable.  In  such  cases, 
opnim  &vors  retention.  A  partial  paralysis  of  the  sphinctor, 
or  of  the  bladder,  will  admit  of  more  or  less  retention,  espe- 
cially in  the  recumbent  posture.  Enuresb  in  soldiers  most 
frequently  arises  from  exhausted  muscular  contractility  con- 
sequent  upon  stricture.  The  disease  is  often  fdgned.  K  real, 
the  glans  is  not  only  pale,  but  also  shriveled  and  moist,  and 
if  wiped  diy,  the  urine  will  soon  be  seen  to  flow  drop  by  drop, 
w&ki^mt  the  aeticm  of  the  abdominal  muscles ;  it  is  generally 
pale,  contains  mucus,  and  deconqposes  speedily ;  the  scrotum 
and  thighs  are  usually  excoriated;  the  general  health  en- 
feebled. An  impostor  will  sometimes  yield  upon  the  applica- 
tion of  the  moxa.  or  actual  caut^y^  but  it  is,  pohi^is,  more 
humane  to  give  lum  an  urinal  and  send  lum  to  duty,  as  is  done 
in  the  Austrian  army. — ^R.  H.  C] 

GoxouiH<SA  has  been  imitate  bv  soldiers,  with  caastiea 
applied  to  the  prepuce,  f  SnaorrKS  also  would  seem  to  be 
a  complaint  with  naval  officers  who  wish  to  leave  their  sh^ 
Dr.  Hutchison  detected  so>'eraU  by  engapnx:  them  in  conver- 
sation^ while  he  succoe*lod  in  intivxlucing  the  bougie-. 

Excnmox  of  CALcru, — Chemistrr  and  the  microscope 
supjij  us  with  the  means  of  ascertaining  when  this  is  feigned. 
t^ey  ^sclose  the  characl<qrs  which  dt^gnate  their  orig^4  ^ 

t  Br.  Ue  Rntt:  AmtricMi  JwitwU  «f  1i^k%l  :^oi»ngw>.  ^«|4.  L  pL 
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physician  was  consalted  by  the  friends  of  a  young  lady  of  high 
respectability,  concerning  a  very  painful  disease  to  which  she 
was  subjected.  She  was  said  to  be  frequently  ill,  and  during 
the  attack,  to  yoid,  with  agonizing  pain,  concretions  in  her 
urine.  A  certain  number  of  these  being  discharged,  she  felt 
relief.  A  parcel  of  these  urinary  concretions  was  handed  to 
a  physician,  who  instituted  experiments  on  them,  and  found, 
what  indeed  was  obvious  on  inspection,  that  they  were  nothing 
but  common  sand  and  pebble  stones.  Of  these,  it  was  asserted, 
she  had  excreted  not  less  than  several  pint  measures  in  the 
course  of  two  or  three  years.  No  motives  were  assigned  for 
this  extraordinary  conduct.  "*" 

Mr.  James  Wilson  mentions  a  case  where  pieces  of  slate 
had  been  introduced  into  the  urethra  of  a  boy,  and  a  request 
was  then  made  to  perform  the  operation  of  lithotomy.  The 
object,  he  imagines,  was  to  excite  commberation,  and  thus 
obtain  money,  or  possibly  to  extort  it  from  the  surgeon,  had 
he  seriously  attempted  any  operation.f 

Dr.  Elliotson  speaks  of  a  woman  who  showed  sundry  con- 
cretions which  she  stated  had  been  passed  with  the  urine,  and 
gave  her  great  pain.     They  were  found  to  be  solely  carbonate 

from  her  bladder,  and  found  micaoeons  particles  in  it,  which  put  an  end  to 
the  imposture.  A  poor  woman  in  the  Glasgow  Infirmary,  who  was  less  of  a 
geologist  than  her  compeer,  used  pounded  coals  for  a  similar  purpose." 

(DUKLOP.) 

*  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  toI.  Til.  p.  488. 

I  Wilson's  Lectures  on  the  Urinary  and  Genital  Organs,  p.  183.  There 
are  many  similar  cases :  One  by  Dr.  Livingstone,  of  Aberdeen,  where  stones 
were  found  sticking  in  the  vagina ;  Medical  Commentaries,  vol.  iv.  p.  452. — 
By  Dr.  Thomas  Thomson,  where  he  detected  micaceous  particles  in  the 
alleged  gravel;  Annals  of  Philosophy,  vol.  iv.  p.  76. — By  Sir  Astley 
Cooper,  of  Mr.  Cline,  who  was  about  operating  on  a  female,  but  dis- 
covered that  the  body  had  not  the  hardness  of  stone,  and  finally  drew 
from  the  vagina  several  pieces  of  coal;  Leolures,  vol.  ii.  p.  129. — By 
Dr,  Elliotson,  Lancet,  N.  S.,  vol.  x.  p.  186. — ^Pebbles  have  for  a  time  been 
passed  ofi'as  gall-stones;  Medico-Chirurgical  Review,  vol.  xxii.  p.  231. — By 
Dr.  F.  H.  Ramsbotham,  of  a  female,  pretending  to  discharge  pieces  of  com- 
mon chalk  by  the  urethra;  London  Medical  Gazette,  zvi.  615. — ^By  Sir  Benj. 
Brodie;  Lectures  in  Medical  Times,  Jan.  20,  1844. — By  Dr.  Christison, 
mentioned  in  Dr.  Qolding  Bird's  work  on  Urinary  Deposits,  p.  218. 
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of  lime,  (a  rare  constituent  of  urinary  calculi ;)  and  on  being 
shown  to  Dr.  WollastoUi  he  ascertained,  bj  a  lens,  that  they 
were  the  backbones  of  sprats."*"  Soldiers  have  frequently 
taken  scrapings  from  the  wall,  or  a  stone,  and  mixed  it  with 
their  urine. 

Myopia  or  Nbar-sightednbss. — "  It  is  curious  to  observe," 
says  Foder^,  "how  many  young  men  have,  during  the  last 
twenty  years,  worn  convex  glasses,  in  order  to  acquire  this 
disease,  which,  however,  is  not  the  certain  consequence,  but 
more  commonly  this  practice  leaves  a  weakened  and  defective 
sight,  differing  from  it,  and  also  from  that  which  is  the  effect 
of  old  age.  It  is  not  from  an  inspection  of  the  eye,  nor  from 
the  account  of  the  individual,  that  we  can  judge  concerning 
the  reality  of  the  complaint ;  but  it  may  be  ascertained  by 
presenting  an  open  book,  and  applying  the  leaf  close  to  the 
nose,  or  by  putting  on  glasses  proper  for  near-sighted  persons. 
If  the  individual  cannot  read  the  book  distinctly  when  placed 
thus,  or  when  the  above  glasses  are  used,  we  may  feel  confi- 
dent that  his  disease  is  feigned.*'t  This  mode  of  examination 
should  be  strictly  adhered  to ;  since,  so  far  as  my  observation 
has  extended,  no  complaint  is  more  frequently  urged  by  those 
who  wish  to  avoid  military  duty,  than  near-sightedness. 

[As  persons  have  designedly  accustomed  themselves  to  the 
use  of  glasses,  and  to  reading  books  held  close  to  their  eyes, 
the  following  additional  symptoms  of  myopia  are  enumerated. 
The  near-sighted  do  not  look  at,  but  listen  to,  the  person  with 
whom  they  converse ;  in  reading,  they  hold  the  book  obliquely 

*  London  Medical  Gazette,  toI.  tu.  p.  239.  Siliceous  matter,  in  yery 
minute  quantities,  has  been  found  in  gravel  by  Dr.  Venables,  and  by  other 
chemists.  (Journal  of  the  Royal  Imtitution^  vol.  ii.  p.  256.)  The  most  re- 
markable case,  however,  is  that  given  in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgi- 
cal Journal,  (vol.  xli.  p.  127,]  by  Dr.  Hill,  of  Greenock.  Several  minute 
calculi  were  passed,  which  Dr.  William  Gregory  ascertained  by  ohemioal 
experiment  to  consist  of  silica  solely. 

f  Foderd,  vol.  ii.  p.  480.  "There  was  a  young  French  surgeon  in  Edin- 
burgh in  the  year  1810,  who  was  naturally  short-sighted,  but  not  sufficiently 
so  to  excuse  him  from  military  duty.  He  avoided  the  conscription,  how- 
ever, by  habituating  himself  to  read  with  a  book  close  to  his  eyes."  (Duhlop.) 
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toward  their  eyes,  which  are  prominent,  and  the  cornea  pre- 
tematnraHy  convex ;  they  see  farther  and  more  distinctly  in  a 
strong,  than  in  a  faint  light ;  they  write  a  small  hand,  and 
prefer  to  read  small  type  because  they  can  see  more  letters  at 
once ;  they  can  read  small  print  in  a  light  insufficient  for  the 
ordinary  eye  to  make  out  large  letters ;  in  attempting  to  write 
a  large  hand  they  misshape  the  letters.  {Mackemiej  Q-avin.) — 
E.  H.  C] 

Ophthalmia  has  often  been  artificially  excited  by  the  ap- 
plication of  various  stimulant  remedies.  It  is,  however,  de- 
tected by  the  rapidity  of  its  progress.  It  arrives  at  its  acme 
within  a  few  hours  after  the  application  of  the  acrid  siU>stance. 
Some  information  may  also  be  derived  from  noticing  which  eye 
is  affected.  A  few  years  since,  when  an  extensive  system  of 
deception  prevailed  in  the  British  28th  Regiment  of  foot, 
Dr.  Vetch  observed  that  the  counterfeit  inflammation  was 
almost  solely  confined  to  the  right  eye  ;'*'  [the  most  important 
to  a  soldier,  as  with  it  he  takes  aim. — R.  H.  C]  A  left- 
handed  man  would  probably  inflict  the  injury  on  the  left  eye.f 

No  disease  has  been  more  extensively  feigned  than  this, 
both  in  the  English  and  French  armies.  Twelve  per  cei4«  of 
the  inefficient  conscripts  belonging  to  the  department  of  the 
Seine,  were  rejected  from  this  cause ;%  ^^^  several  hundred 
men,  in  various  British  regiments,  have  been  afflicted  at  one 
time.§  The  articles  principally  used  have  been  salt,  sulphate 
of  copper,  corrosive  sublimate,  cantharides,  alum,  tobacco-juice, 
lime,  and  nitric  acid.||  Sometimes  the  progress  of  the  epidemic 
was  stopped  by  removing  numbers,  in  a  state  of  nudity,  to  a 
new  ward.     They  could  not  carry  these  articles  with  them. 

m  ■!»!■  I  M»—    ■■  ■!  II.—,         —     ■  I      .  ^ 

*  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  yoI.  iv.  p.  158.  The  sugges- 
tion of  Mr.  Mackenzie  is  also  deserving  of  attention.  It  is  quite  suspicious, 
if^  in  «  prevalent  ophthalmia,  the  privates  almost  exclusively  are  affected, 
while  the  commissioned  officers,  or  the  women  and  children  escape. 

f  Hennen,  p.  465.  J  Scott,  p.  148. 

{  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  vol  zxxviiL  p.  139 ;  Scott, 
Cheyne,  etc. 

g  Chejne,  p.  180. 
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But  the  most  efficient  remedy  appears  to  have  been  the  alter- 
ation of  the  pension  regulations.  They  ordained  that  no  sol- 
dier should  be  discharged  for  the  loss  of  one  eye  only.  Dr. 
Hutehison  found  it  necessary,  in  some  instances,  to  put  on  the 
strait-waistcoat,  and  thus  prerent  the  hands  from  doing  injury. 

Dr.  Villards,  a  French  writer  on  the  diseases  of  the  eye, 
states  that  he  knows  a  physician  who  had  made  an  enormous 
fortune  by  producing,  artificially,  specks  on  the  eamea  in 
young  persons  liable  to  be  drawn  into  the  military  service.* 

That  species  of  blikditbss  which  originates  from  amauro- 
sis, is  strongly  characterixed  by  the  dilated  and  fixed  pupiL 
There  are,  however,  cases  in  which  the  pupil  retains  some 
eontractile  power,  although  we  know  the  sight  to  be  lost.  In 
such  an  instance,  epispastics  and  setons  are  proper ;  and  if 
suspicion  exists,  the  patient  should  be  watched,  to  see  whether 
he  does  not  avoid  obstacles  put  in  his  way.  If  this  be  care- 
fully pursued,  the  deceit  is  often  detected.  The  following 
case,  however,  occurred  to  Mahon:  A  young  conscript  was 
sent  to  the  corps  blockading  Luxemburg.  Having  passed  the 
night  at  the  advanced  posts,  he,  on  the  next  morning,  dedared 
himself  blind,  and  was  sent  to  the  hospiul.  The  surgecms 
used  the  most  powerful  remedies,  and  were  convinced  that  the 
disease  was  feigned,  as  the  pupil  contracted  perfectly.  He 
assured  them«  however,  that  he  could  not  see ;  thanked  then 
for  their  care  of  him,  and  asked  for  the  applicaticm  of  new 
remedies.  He  was  sent  to  the  superior  medical  officers  at 
Thionville.  They  also  were  convinced  that  it  was  a  fraud; 
but  having  learnt  the  course  that  had  been  pursued,  they  de- 
termined on  a  last  trial.  He  was  put  on  the  bank  of  a  river, 
and  ordered  to  walk  forward.  He  did  so.  and  fell  into  tlie 
water,  from  which,  however,  he  was  immediatelv  taken  bv  two 
boatmen  stationed  for  that  purpose.  Convinced  of  his  blind- 
ness, but  unable  to  explain  the  dilatation  and  contraction  of 
the  pupil,  the  sui^:eon  gave  him  a  discharge^  but  warned  hio^ 
at  the  same  time^  that  if  his  disease  were  feigned,  it  would 
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proye  of  no  avail,  as  it  would  sooner  or  later  be  ascertained 
that  he  was  not  blind.  They  offered  him  another  if  he  woold 
confess  the  fraad.  He  hesitated  at  first,  but  being  at  length 
assured  that  they  would  keep  their  word,  he  took  up  a  book 
and  read.*  "The  proof  in  this  case,"  says  Foderd,  "would 
have  been  complete,  if,  instead  of  a  riyer,  he  had  been  put  on 
the  edge  of  a  precipice,  where  he  might  see  that  nothing  could 
prevent  his  destruction — but  what  if  he  had  been  really  blind  f* 
A  dilated  pupil  and  inactive  iris,  the  common  characteristics 
of  amaurosis,  have  been  produced  by  the  application  of  the 
extract  of  belladonna  or  hyoscyamus  to  the  skin  around  the 
eye;  and  above  two  hundred  conscripts  in  France  succeeded, 
by  this  means,  in  being  declared  amaurotic.  Dr.  Marshall 
has  also  seen  these  effects  temporarily  produced  by  infusing 
the  leaf  of  the  Datura  metel  into  a  man's  food.  The  eye  i% 
however,  more  or  less  red  from  local  applications,  and  we 
should  also  remember  that  their  effects  are  temporary.f  But 
in  real  amaurosis,  the  dilatation  seldom  totally  disappears.;); 

Nyctalopia  (night-blindness)  was  much  feigned  by  the  sol- 
diers in  the  expedition  to  Egypt  under  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie. 
It  was  difficult  to  detect  it,  as  the  disease  in  that  country  is 
epidemic.  All  inconvenience  was,  however,  obviated  by  join- 
mg  a  blind  man  with  a  seeing  one  in  the  works;  and  when 
the  sentries  were  doubled,  a  similar  arrangement  was  made- 
hearing  being  often  more  important  on  an  outpost  than  see- 

[Opbthalmia  may  become  suddenly  general  among  troops  on 
marches  over  dry,  windy,  and  sunny  plains;  or  who  are  scor- 
butic or  cachectic  from  imperfect  diet,  or  ill-ventilated  bar- 
racks. Purulent  ophthalmia  has  been  intentionally  produced 
with  gonorrhoea!  matter.  In  factitious  ophthalmia  one  eye  is 
affected,  in  the  real,  both;  the  exceptions  being,  according  to 

*  Mahon,  vol.  i.  p.  360. 

f  Marshall,  p.  112.     The  effects  of  henbane  do  not  last,  according  to 
Orfila,  beyond  twenty-four  hours ;  and  those  of  belladonna,  beyond  six. 
X  Devergie,  toI.  ii.  p.  914.  {  Cheyne,  p.  146. 
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Dr.  Vetch,  six  in  one  thousand.  In  the  artificial,  the  eyelids 
are  not  proportionally  affected,  and  remedies  do  no  good  until 
vision  is  impaired  or  lost,  when,  contrary  to  the  real,  the  dis- 
ease subsides  speedily,  or  is  easily  cured. 

Amaurosis  is  also  simulated  by  introducing  a  mixture  of 
snuff'  and  belladonna  into  the  nose,  (Gavin;)  or  by  belladonna, 
or  hyoscyamus  taken  internally,  in  which  latter  mode  the 
effects  may  continue  for  days.  If  the  pupil  ^^  retain  some 
contractile  power,"  examine  with  the  sound  eye  closed,  when 
it  will  remain  motionless  and  dilated,  except  in  very  rare 
cases,  in  which  the  blindness  depends  upon  disease  of  a  par- 
ticular part  of  the  brain.  {Jfacketizie.)  Fallot  detected  one 
who  had  so  disciplined  himself  as  to  prevent  any  manifesta- 
tions of  sight,  by  placing  one  hand  over  the  heart,  while  with 
the  other  he  pretended  to  pierce  the  eye  with  a  sharp  instru- 
ment. The  eyelids  did  not  move,  but  the  heart  palpitated. 
It  is  difficult  to  simulate  the  peculiar,  vacant,  expressionless 
stare  of  confirmed  amaurosis. — R.  H.  C] 

Pretended  Deafness  may  be  detected  by  making  a  noise 
at  a  moment  least  expected.  This  excites  a  sensation  which 
it  is  difficult  to  conceal.  Acute  persons  will  also  always  find 
some  mode  of  ascertaining  the  truth.  A  deserter,  condemned 
to  labor  on  the  canal  at  Aries,  said  he  was  deaf,  and  passed 
for  such  with  his  comrades  and  guards.  Being  brought  before 
the  inspector  to  be  examined,  he  appeared  such  as  he  stated^ 
imtil  Fodor<^  spoke  to  him  in  a  low  voice,  saying,  ^^You  cannot 
persuade  me  that  you  are  deaf;  but  if  you  will  confess  the 
truth,  you  shall  have  your  discharge.*'  To  the  astonishment 
of  ill,  he  answered,  "Very  well ;  I  am  not  deaf."*  Again,  a 
eonacript  stated  that  he  was  deaf.  The  general  who  visited 
for  the  purpose  of  examination,  lot  fall  a  piece  of  silver  behind 
him.  The  deaf  person  turned  his  head  round  toward  the  plaee 
from  which  the  noise  proceeded,  and  by  this  means  was  de- 
tected.f 


«  FodK^  ToL  U.  p.  475.  t  BcUoe,  p.  252. 


raXGNSD  DISSA8SS.  60 

"Who  would  believe,"  says  Baron  Percy,  "that  by  exer- 
dse,  some  young  men  have  so  successfully  affected  deafiiess, 
that  a  fire  of  musketry  explodmg  suddenly  at  their  side  could 
not  draw  from  them  the  least  mark  of  fear  or  surprise?" 
"I  knew  one,  however,"  he  adds,  "who  betrayed  himself  at 
last  before  his  judges,  at  the  sound  of  a  small  piece  of  money 
designedly  dropped  on  his  foot,  while  it  was  whispered,  in  his 
hearing,  that  he  was  surely  going  to  be  discharged."'*' 

Deafness  cannot  long  be  present,  without  producing  a  pecu- 
Uar  cast  of  countenance.  It  also,  in  real  cases,  comes  on 
vastly  slower  than  with  the  simulated.f 

Some  of  the  French  conscripts  excited  dbeases  of  the  ear, 
and  particularly  fetid  discharges,  by  introducing  blisterbg 
plaster,  peas,  and  other  substances  into  it. 

Those  who  pretend  to  be  deaf  and  dumb,  have  a  still  more 
arduous  part  to  play,  and  need  an  art  and  perseverance  of 
which  few  are  capable.     Such  who  are  really  in  that  unhappy 


*  New  York  Medical  Repository,  vol.  xyii.  p.  859. 

f  '*  In  the  York  Hospital,  we  had  a  soldier  who  feigned  deafhess  so  well 
thai  firing  a  pistol  at  his  ear  produced  no  effect.  We  tried  the  experi- 
ment after  he  had  been  put  to  sleep  bj  opium,  and  he  started  out  of  bed." 
(Dinnx>p.) 

Hr.  Marshall,  in  his  last  work  on  the  Enlisting  and  Discharging  of  Sol- 
disrs,  baa  some  capital  narratives  of  the  detection  of  simulated  deafhess, 
one  of  which  I  extract:  **A  recruit  from  Cork,  who  joined  the  depot  of  the 
East  India  Company  at  Chatham,  alleged  that  he  had  almost  totally  lost  the 
■enae  of  hearing,  and  the  testimony  of  his  comrades  from  Ireland  senred  to 
inpport  his  statement.  Dr.  Davies,  surgeon  to  the  depot,  admitted  him  into 
tlie  hospital  and  put  him  upon  spoon  diet.  For  nine  days.  Dr.  Dayies  passed 
Us  bed  during  his  daily  visit  to  the  hospital,  without  seeming  to  notice  him. 
On  the  tenth  day,  he  felt  his  pulse  and  made  signs  to  him  to  put  out  his 
tongue ;  he  then  asked  the  hospital  sergeant  what  diet  he  gave  the  man. 
ISjpocn  diett  replied  the  sergeant.  The  doctor  affected  to  be  displeased,  and 
in  a  low  voice  said,  are  you  not  ashamed  of  yourself,  the  poor  fellow  is 
ibnost  starved  to  death.  Let  him  instantly  have  a  beef  steak  and  a  pint  of 
porter.  The  recruit  could  contain  himself  no  longer.  With  a  countenance 
expressive  of  gladness  and  gratitude,  he  addressed  Dr.  Davies  by  saying, 
God  Almighty  bless  your  honor ;  yon  are  the  best  gentleman  I  have  seen  for 
mny  a  day." 
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Bitaalioii,  meqiiire  a  phjsiogiiomj  and  eataiA  gmUucs  "whiA 
it  is  difficult  to  asBumey  and  whidi  it  b  iiapoaaiUe  to  prepara 
fiir  ereiry  eYaminarion  that  ma j  be  made.  In  reviewing  die 
Ustoiea  of  thoae  pretending  dea&eas  and  dmnbneaiy  it  baa 
been  foond,  says  Foder^  that  wvmien  hare  been  die  moat  ano- 
oeasfnl;  and  the  sex  fondest  of  talking  are  the  most  c^iaMe 
of  £agning  dumbness. 

The  Abb<  De  L*Epde  was  deoared  bj  a  pretended  deaf 
and  dumb  person,  who  feigned  to  be  the  son  ci  Coant  De 
Sdar.  Sicardy  howerer,  his  saoeessor,  was  m«ne  forUmate  in 
detecting  the  TiDainT  of  another,  whose  ingennitjr  reaistcdy  tar 
fimr  years,  an  infinite  nnmber  of  inrestigations  made  on  Urn 
in  France,  Germanj,  Switzerland,  Spain,  and  Italr.  Tlua 
jonng  man  was  named  Tutor  JVy,  and  was  from  Luar^e^ 
ax  leagues  from  Paris ;  bet  called  himself  Tlet4»r  TVwrtinMiif — 
trareUng,  as  he  said,  in  seardi  of  hb  &ther,  but  in  reafity  to 
aroid  military  duty. 

He  was  imprisoned  in  rarioos  countries,  watched  doedyy 
and  examined  most  rigidly,  without  being  detected.  So  per> 
fectly  indeed  had  he  accast(»aed  himself  to  his  part,  that  when 
he  arowed  the  frand,  to  use  hb  own  expies»Mi,  he  had  wn* 
learnt  how  to  hear.  In  Switzoiand,  he  was  tempted  by  n 
young  and  beautiful  woman,  who  offered  Imn  ho-  hand,  bwi 
without  effect.  In  the  prison  at  RodieOe,  the  tmrnkey 
ordered  to  sleep  with  him,  to  watdi,  and  nercr  to  quit 
He  was  repeatedhr  awakened  in  a  riiJent  manner,  bnt 
fright  was  expressed  by  a  plaintire  noise,  and  in  hb 
gunural  sounds  alone  were  heard;  and  the  hundred 
who  w«ne  all  ordered  to  detect  him  if  possible,  conld  £acmm 
nothing  &«>m  which  they  conM  imagine  deceit.  At  last  tkt 
officer  cLirged  with  the  police  of  the  prbon  became  satisfied^ 
after  manT  examinations,  that  he  was  renihr  deaf  and  dnmb^ 
and  declaretl  thb  in  the  pnblic  jonmaby  so  as  to  obtain  hia 
EbertT.  Victor  unhappOy,  at  thb  period,  went  beyond  bis 
npachv.  He  stated  him^lf  in  writing  to  be  an  Am  of  tkt 
Abbe  SicanL  Thb  ingenious  and  worthy  iai£iidnal 
the  hct  without  seeing  him,  and  proTcd  it  from  tke 
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^'I  cuinot  tell/'  said  he  in  a  letter  to  the  Counselor  of  State, 
Real,  ^^  whether  this  person,  confined  at  Rochelle,  be  really 
Victor  Tra^anait,  or  not;  but  I  can  say  positively  that  he  waa 
not  bom  deaf  and  dumb."  The  reason  which  he  assigned  for 
this  opinion  was,  that  he  wrote  from  sound,  while  the  deaf 
and  dumb  write  only  as  they  see.  In  his  letters,  he  appeared 
80  ignorant  as  to  divide  some  words,  and  annex  prepositions 
to  others  as  if  they  were  constituent  parts.  The  following 
extract  will  serve  as  a  specimen:  ^^Je  jur  de  vandieux;  ma 
mer  et  n£  en  Nautriche;  quhonduit  (pour  conduit;)  eB9epoi$$ 
(pour  espair;)  torre  (pour  tort;)  ru  S.  Honor  et;  jai  tas  prC' 
sent  {poTa  f^taia  prSsent ;)  jean  porte  en  core  lea  marque  (pour 
j'en  porte  encore  les  marques.'*)  It  will  be  observed,  that  in 
this  letter,  Victor  uses  q  instead  of  c;  and  from  this  Sicard 
inferred  that  he  had  heard,  and  knew  that  the  sound  of  these 
gutturals  was  similar.  He  concluded  by  stating  his  conviction 
that  Victor  was  not  bom  deaf,  and  of  course  was  not  dumb. 

The  criminal  was  now  brought  to  the  institution  for  the  deaf 
and  dumb  at  Paris,  and  placed  before  the  black-board.  He 
was  ordered  to  write  answers  to  questions  put  to  him  by  Sicard, 
which  he  did  in  so  able  a  manner,  and  eluded  the  most  embar- 
rassing questions  so  ingeniously,  that  nothing  but  his  ortho- 
graphy could  yet  be  adduced  against  him.  Sicard  had  taught 
his  pupils  to  articulate  sounds,  and  he  had  done  this  by  show- 
ing them  the  words,  as  it  were,  by  the  apparent  eflFects  of 
touches  on  a  musical  instrument,  and  then  pressing  their  arms 
more  or  less  strongly.  During  this  operation,  he  obtains  at 
pleasure  the  hard  or  soft  consonant,  which  serves  as  a  sign  for 
the  required  articulation.  Victor,  when  put  to  this  proof, 
instead  of  the  syllable  pa^  pronounced  only  the  vowel  a,  and 
never  uttered  the  labial  consonant,  which  all  the  deaf  and 
dumb  easily  articulate.  He  was  then  put  to  the  last  test. 
When  asked  how  he  had  been  instructed,  he  answered  by 
signs,  and  promised  to  explain  by  them  such  words  as  they 
might  write  on  the  black-board,  but  could  not  do  so.  He  was 
then  placed  among  those  who  were  really  deaf  and  dumb,  but 
understood  nothing  firom  them,  nor  could  they  comprehend 
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liim.  Frightened  at  this  detection,  and  still  more  so  at  the 
threat  he  had  heard,  that  he  would  be  confronted  with  the 
pastry  cook,  to  whom  he  had  been  an  apprentice,  he  at  last 
took  up  a  book  and  read."^ 

It  is  an  observation  of  the  author  from  whom  I  have  taken 
this  case,  that  it  was  Victor's  follj  alone  which  detected  him. 
Had  he  not  asserted  that  he  was  a  pupil  of  Sicard,  he  might 
have  escaped.  But  he  was  ignorant  that  all  were  educated 
alike,  and  of  course  should  express  their  ideas  in  a  similar 
manner.f 

If  the  tongue  retain  its  muscular  power  and  is  otherwiae 
healthy,  and  deafness  is  not  present,  the  person  pretending 
to  be  dumb  is  doubtless  an  impostor.|     Orfila  recommends 


*  Foder4,  toI.  ii.  pp.  478-9.  When  Mr.  Clerc,  the  distinguished  teacher  of 
the  deaf  and  dumb  at  Hartford,  visited  Albany,  he  informed  me  that  he  was 
one  of  the  pupils  who  assisted  in  detecting  Victor. 

f  A  case  of  pretended  deafness  and  dumbness  in  this  country,  by  a  per- 
Bon  named  Jamez  SUlweUf  was  detected  by  Mr.  Clerc  in  1822.  The  impoftnre 
in  this  instance  was,  however,  more  clumsy  than  the  one  in  the  text.  (S«e 
the  National  Gazette,  September  14,  1822.)  Other  cases  of  pretended  detf- 
ness  and  dumbness  are  related  by  Marshall,  p.  156 ;  and  Cheyne,  p.  148. 

«  Foderd  says,  that  a  good  way  to  detect  pretended  deafness  and  doinb* 
ness,  is  to  say  something  deeply  interesting  to  the  patient  in  his  presenoo^ 
and  mark  the  effect  it  produces  on  his  countenance.  Whether  the  Oreat 
Unknown  had  studied  Foder4  or  not,  it  is  impossible  to  determine,  bai  he 
illustrates  this  admirably  in  Peyeril  of  the  Peak,  where  Fenella  betrays  her- 
self on  hearing  that  Julian  is  assassinated. '*  (Dumlop.) 

[A  man  who  figured  quite  prominently  at  the  North  as  a  political  speaker 
during  a  recent  presidential  campaign,  imposed  himself  for  some  years  upon 
the  citizens  of  New  Orleans,  as  one  deaf  and  dumb.  At  length  suspioloii 
was  excited,  and  as  it  was  known  he  had  yery  great  antipathy  to  doge,  eome 
one  came  unexpectedly  behind  him  as  he  walked,  and  barked  like  an  angiy 
dog ;  whereupon  he  jumped,  and  called  aloud  for  help. — R.  H.  C] 

X  So  say  Percy  and  Laurent.  This,  howeyer,  has  been  questioned  by  Br. 
Chownc,  in  consequence  of  a  case  that  occurred  in  London  in  1888.  A 
policeman  suddenly  lost  his  yoice — but  he  was  not  deaf.  He  could  mei?e 
his  tongue  perfectly.  He  was  actiyely  purged,  and  after  three  daya  his 
speech  was  as  suddenly  restored.  Some  physicians  supposed  him  an  im^ 
postor,  but  Dr.  Burne,  his  medical  attendant,  doubts  this.  He  deems  it  an 
«*  accidental  dumbness.'*     {London  Med.  Oazette^  toL  xxiii.  pp.  812,  462.) 

[A  young  gentleman  of  delicate  constitution  and  nenrous  temperemeiity 
was  under  my  care  in  1852,  for  total  loss  of  voice,  which  continued  eight  or 
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that  sncli  should  be  made  to  sneeze  and  the  sonorousness  of 
the  sound  noticed. 

Stuttbbing  akd  STAif  merikg,  if  the  organs  of  speech  were 
perfect,  and  the  moral  evidence  of  the  preyious  existence  of 
the  infirmities  not  satisfactory,  were  treated  by  the  French 
surgeons  on  the  starration  plan,  until  the  subjects  of  it  called 
for  their  food  without  any  hesitation  in  articulating.* 

Fallot  advises  that  they  be  made  to  repeat  anything  which 
they  know  by  heart,  as  their  prayers  for  example,  or  that  they 
be  requested  to  sing.  The  real  sufferer  will  go  through  this 
without  stammering;  the  person  feigning,  stutters  on  with 
many  grhnaces  and  distortions  of  the  countenance.f 

[The  most  common  deformities  are  an  enlarged  tongue  and 
mal-placed  teeth.  Contrary  to  the  opinion  which  formerly 
obtained,  the  general  belief  now  is,  that  a  majority  of  stam- 
merers have  no  perceptible  defect  in  the  organs  of  sound.-— 
R.  H.  C] 

The  number  and  variety  of  feigned  diseases  connected  with 
TUMOBS  and  enlargements,  are  really  remarkable.  The  fol- 
lowing can  hardly  be  characterized,  but  it  shows  how  much  we 
ought  to  distrust  that  affectation  of  modesty  which  will  not 
permit  a  complete  investigation.  A  young  female  at  Stras- 
burg,  from  the  enlargement  of  her  abdomen,  had  led  the  public 
to  doubt  the  purity  of  her  character.  The  distension  con- 
tinued so  long  as  to  dissipate  the  suspicion;  and  for  thirty- 
nine  years  she  continued  to  increase  in  bulk,  and  excited  the 
commiseration  and  charity  of  all  who  saw  her,  in  such  a 

ten  days.  Some  companions  arranged  a  mock  duel,  in  which  he  was  a  prin- 
dpaL  The  jonng  man  made  his  wiU,  repaired  to  the  place  of  combat,  and 
behayed  manfully ;  but  when  it  was  announced  that  he  had  been  hoaxed, 
his  fortitude  forsook  him ;  he  became  hysterically  convulsed,  and  speechless. 
The  hysteria  subsided  in  a  few  hours,  but  the  loss  of  Toice  continued  as 
aboTe  stated,  though  his  written  answers  and  cheerftil  manner  showed  he 
fUly  belieyed  my  assurance  of  speedy  recoYery.  The  motions  of  the  tongue 
were  not  impaired. — B.  H.  C] 
*  Marshall,  p.  180.  f  PaUot,  p.  76. 
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manner  as  to  lead  a  lughlj  comfortable  life.  Her  case  ex- 
cited the  attention  of  the  physicians  and  surgeons;  and  they 
waited  with  some  impatience,  until  her  death  should  develop 
the  nature  of  this  extraordinary  disease.  No  tumor  was  found; 
but  in  her  wardrobe  was  a  sack  or  cushion  weighing  nineteen 
pounds,  and  so  made  as  to  fit  the  shape  of  the  abdomen.  This 
female  would  never  allow  a  medical  man  to  examine  the  seat 
of  her  pretended  disease."^ 

Sauvages,  in  his  NoBology^  makes  mention  of  a  mendicant 
who  gave  to  his  child  all  the  appearances  of  hydbooephalus^ 
by  opening  the  integuments  of  the  head  near  the  vertex,  and 
then  introducing  air  between  them  and  the  muscles.  This  in- 
famous fraud  was  discovered  by  removing  the  patch  which 
covered  the  hole  and  prevented  the  air  from  passing  out.  A 
mountebank  at  Brest  produced  similar  inflations,  togeth^ 
with  the  appearance  of  the  most  hideous  deformity,  in  a  child, 
by  means  of  the  introduction  of  air,  and  the  application  of 
ligatures  on  various  parts  of  the  body;t  and  not  long  since,* 
female  in  France  by  the  same  mode  caused  an  emphysema 
of  the  abdominal  parietes,  so  as  to  resemble  dropsy.^  Tu- 
mors of  this  nature  are  readily  produced,  since  the  cellular 
texture  is  spread  over  the  whole  surface  of  the  body,  and  the 
air  may  be  introduced  through  the  smallest  possible  aperture. 
We  must,  however,  recollect  that  dropsy,  hydrocephalus  and 
emphysema  are  marked  by  stronger  and  more  conclusive  symp- 
toms than  the  mere  existence  of  tumor.  A  French  conscript 
is  said  by  Beaupr^  to  have  excited  ascites,  by  injecting  water 
into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  §  Anasarca  of  the  lower 
extremities  has  been  pretended  by  means  of  ligatures. 

In  1811,  thirty  or  forty  soldiers  were  admitted  into  the 
hospital  at  Dublin,  for,  as  was  stated,  dropst  and  intbbmit- 
TBNT  FEVER.  The  abdomen  was  greatly  distended  and  tym- 
panitic, and  they  complained  of  great  thirst ;  but  the  tongue 

*  Mahon,  toI.  i.  p.  862,  from  the  Acta  Natures  Cariosomm. 
f  Foder^,  toL  ii.  p.  485,  quoted  ftrom  the  Bulletin  of  the  Society  of  Emu- 
lation. 
I  Foder^,  ibid,  \  ManhaUt  p.  168. 
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was  clean,  pulse  regular,  and  urine  natural.  They  were  soon 
cored  by  the  mixtura  diaholica.*  Ttmpanites  of  the  8to« 
mach  and  enormous  distension  of  the  abdomen  may  also  be 
induced  by  swallowing  air.  A  French  conscript  had  the  power 
of  thus  inducing  it,  and  Dr.  Thomson  in  his  lectures  relates 
in  instance.f 

Physcokia  was  also  at  one  time  very  prevalent  as  a  feigned 
disease  in  India,  and  supposed  to  have  been  caused  by  swal- 
lowing toddy,  with  large  quantities  of  rice-water.  Smart  pur- 
gatives would  often  remove  the  disease  in  the  afternoon,  but 
in  the  momiug  it  frequently  returned.  Some  would  appear 
to  have  the  power  of  simulating  it,  by  elevating  the  spine  at 
the  loins,  when  placed  on  the  back  for  examination.^ 

A  PB0LAP6SD  BECTUM  and  UTERUS  havc  each  been  imitated 
by  means  of  a  portion  of  animal  intestine,  in  which  a  spouge 
filled  with  a  mixture  of  blood  and  milk  was  placed.  It  was 
fixed  into  the  vagina  or  rectum  in  such  a  manner  that  one  of 
its  extremities  was  left  hanging  out.§  Poltpus  of  the  nose 
was  simulated,  according  to  Percy,  by  introducing  the  testes 
of  cocks,  and  hares'  kidneys,  into  the  nostrils  :||  Htdatids  of 
THE  UTERUS,  by  means  of  vesicles  prepared  from  the  intes- 
tines of  a  pig,  and  constructed  so  as  to  resemble  a  string  of 
beads  :^  A  malignant  tumor  of  the  same  organ,  by  intro- 
ducing a  sponge.*"^ 

Even  the  Barbadobs  leg  has  been  imitated  by  the  long- 
continued  use  of  ligatures.  In  a  man  sent  home  from  India 
for  a  discharge,  the  thigh  measured  in  circumference  22f 
inches,  the  calf  of  the  leg  17^,  and  the  ankle  15  inches.     In 


♦  Cheyne,  p.  169.  f  Vide,  Lancet,  N.  8.,  yoL  xix.  p.  804. 

X  ManhaU,  pp.  161,  162.        {  Mahon,  yol.  i.  p.  867.         ||  Scott,  p.  161. 
f  Ibid.,  p.  142.     Detected  by  Professor  John  Thomson  in  Edinburgh. 
«*  Medico-Chirur^cal  Reyiew,  yoL  xxL  p.  168.    Detected  by  Mr.  Law- 
rence in  London. 
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SIX  days  after  the  removal  of  the  ligature,  the  thigh  bad  de- 
creased to  20  inches,  and  the  other  parts  in  proportion."^ 

Htdbocelb.  This  disease  is  imitated  by  introducing  air 
through  a  small  incision,  or  it  has  been  actually  excited  by 
injecting  fluids.  Some  surgeons  in  the  French  army  were 
convicted  of  doing  this  and  severely  punished.  In  the  first 
case,  the  fraud  may  be  detected  by  the  lightness  of  the  tumor, 
its  sonorousness  and  the  crepitation  on  pressure,  but  an  accu- 
rate discrimination  is  more  di£Scult  in  the  case  of  injected 
fluid.  It  will,  however,  be  more  generally  difiused  than  in  the 
real  disease,  and  if  the  patient  be  secluded  and  attentively 
watched,  early  absorption  is  found  to  occur,  f  The  appear- 
ance of  HERNIA  has  been  produced  in  the  same  way,  or  its  sac 
imitated  with  the  bladder  of  an  ox.  A  receipt  for  producing 
hernia  by  inflation,  seems  to  have  been  current  in  the  British 
army.| 

Some  men  have,  however,  the  power  of  retaining  the  testes 
in  the  groin,  by  the  voluntary  action  of  the  cremaster  muscles, 
and  the  swellings  thus  resulting,  have  been  mistaken  for  her- 
nia. An  individual  of  this  description  was  detected  by  Mr. 
Hutchison.  He,  to  use  his  own  language,  soon  proved  an 
alibi  of  the  testicles  from  their  proper  domicile  in  the  scrotum, 
and  caught  them  peeping  through  the  pope's  eyes.  The  scro- 
tum was  an  empty  bag.  The  man,  on  being  detected,  acted  like 
a  philosopher,  and  '^seeing  no  longer  any  chance  of  eluding 
the  king's  service,  displayed  several  remarkable  feats  of  the 
power  he  possessed  over  these  organs.  He  pulled  both  testes 
from  the  bottom  of  the  scrotum  up  to  the  external  abdominal 
rings,  with  considerable  force,  and  again  dropped  them  into 
their  proper  places  with  incredible  facility.  He  then  pulled 
up  one  testes,  and  after  some  pause  the  other  followed,  as  the 
word  of  command  was  given ;  he  then  let  them  both  drop  into 
the  scrotum  simultaneously.     He  also  pulled  one  gradually  up, 


♦  Scott,  p.  164.  t  Deyergie,  yoL  U.  p.  919. 

X  Sir  A.  Cooper's  Lectures,  yol.  i.  p.  76.    Cheyne,  p.  129. 
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wlifle  the  other  was  as  gently  descending ;  and  he  repeated 
this  latter  experiment  as  rapidlj  as  the  eye  could  well  follow 
the  elevation  and  descent  of  the  organs,  so  that  my  assistant 
and  myself  were  not  only  surprised,  hut  so  exceedingly 
amused  that  we  could  hardly  helieve  the  eyidence  of  our 
senses."^ 

Every  writer  on  feigned  diseases  notices  contractions  and 
BSFO&MITY,  and  their  consequence,  lameness.  The  subjects 
will  maintain  particular  joints  for  so  long  a  time  in  one  posi- 
tion that  they  assume  the  appearance,  on  a  superficial  exami- 
nation, of  being  anchylosed.  In  consequence  of  inaction  also, 
and  the  use  of  ligatures,  these  parts  often  become  thin.  Pa- 
tient and  long-continued  watching,  combined  with  the  use  of 
appropriate  remedies,  and  at  the  same  time  disguising  the  ap- 
pearance of  suspicion,  will  often  succeed  in  detecting  the  real 
nature  of  the  case.  An  emetic  has  been  given,  and  during 
the  sickness  produced  by  it,  the  contracted  limb  has  been 
found  to  yield  to  a  very  slight  force.  Electricity  has  been 
effectual  with  some ;  a  pulley  with  others.  The  French  sur- 
geons attached  a  weight  to  a  ribbon  placed  around  contracted 
fingers,  and  in  a  few  minutes  (not  exceeding  ten)  the  disease 
was  removed.  They  also  made  those  who  complained  of  con- 
traction of  the  lower  extremities,  support  themselves  for  some 
time  on  the  healthy  leg  alone.  The  trembling  and  elongation 
of  the  other,  soon  manifested  the  deceit. f  "A  tourniquet 
may  be  placed  on  the  limb  above  the  joint,  by  which  the 
muscles  are  prevented  from  acting,  and  the  joint  becomes  in 
consequence  movable.  "| 

Again,  feigned  cases  have  been  detected  by  an  examination 
of  the  part  during  sleep ;  or  by  engaging  the  person  in  inte- 
resting conversation;  or  by  making  continued  flexion  of  the 
healthy  extremity.  The  diseased  one  has  thus  been  forgotten, 
and  it  insensibly  returns  to  its  natural  state.     Tet  with  all 


♦  Hutchison,  p.  187. 
f  OrfiU,  Le9on8,  toI.  i.  p.  408.  %  Soott,  yol.  ii.  p.  139. 
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the  keenness  that  long  experience  may  be  expected  to  prodacei 
there  are  many  who  succeed  in  deceiving  the  examiner.  *^A 
conyict  who  was  confined  on  board  the  Retribution  hulk  at 
Woolwich,  during  the  period  of  his  sentence,  which  was  seTen 
years,  kept  his  right  knee  bent  so  as  not  to  touch  the  ground 
with  his  foot  all  that  time ;  and  he  was,  on  that  account,  not 
sent  to  hard  labor  with  the  other  conyicts.  He  was  commonly 
employed  in  executing  light  jobs,  which  he  could  do  in  a  sit- 
ting posture.  When  he  moved  from  place  to  place,  he  used 
to  hop  upon  the  left  foot  with  the  assistance  of  a  stick.  At 
the  end  of  the  seven  years,  he  was  discharged;  and  upon 
going  away,  he  very  coolly  observed,  *I  will  try  to  put  down 
my  leg — it  may  be  of  use  to  me  now.'  He  did  so ;  and  walked 
off  with  a  firm  step,  without  his  stick,  which  he  had  previously 
thrown  away."* 

Some  of  the  best-formed  men  in  the  British  army  feigned 
various  distortions — as  of  the  spine,  the  chest,  or  the  limbs. 
It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say,  that  nothing  but  careful  and  re> 
peated  examination  will  detect  the  fraud.  Wry  neck  was  also 
not  uncommon  in  France.  In  real  cases  of  this  disease,  ao» 
cording  to  Orfila,  the  sterno-cleido-mastoideus  of  the  opposite 
side  is  not  tense ;  but  in  feigned  ones  it  is.     The  impostor. 


*  Scott,  ToL  ii.  p.  188.  A  writer  in  the  Boston  Medical  and  Sorgioal 
Journal,  (vol.  viil.  p.  284,)  suggests  the  idea,  that  the  sudden  recoyery  of 
lost  powers  is  not  a  positive  proof  of  malingering.  To  a  certain  extenty 
this  may  be  true ;  but  these  cases  it  will  not  be  so  difficult  to  decide,  M 
those  of  an  opposite  description.  A  man  is  struck  with  a  stick  or  hammer, 
about  the  hip-joint.  He  recoyers  from  the  external  bruises,  but  continues 
lame.  Nothing  that  indicates  injury  can  be  discoyered  on  examination; 
but  remedies  produce  little  or  no  effect,  and  the  indiyidual  walks  witk  a 
crutch.  A  case  of  this  kind  became  the  subject  of  a  lawsuit  in  Glasgow 
some  years  since.  The  injured  thigh  had  sensibly  diminished  in  site ;  bat 
this  was  attributed,  by  the  witnesses  on  one  side,  to  the  prosecutor  not  giy- 
ing  the  limb  its  due  share  of  motion.  It  is,  however,  weU  put,  that  if  this 
was  a  case  of  feigned  disease,  the  inactivity  being  only  for  the  public  eye, 
would  have  been  so  trifling  as  not  to  cause  this  attenuation.  The  prohabUiiy 
was  therefore  in  favor  of  its  reality.  (Lancet,  N.  S.,  vol.  viii.  p.  740,  firom 
Glasgow  Medical  Journal.) 
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also,  cannot  readily  turn  his  eyes  to  the  ride  opposite  to  the 
contraction.'^ 

[The  simulation  of  contractions  and  deformities  may  be 
detected  by  anaesthetic  agents.  In  employing  them  for  thU 
fmrpo$ej  the  surgeon  should  bear  in  mind  that  some  of  them 
endanger  life,  and  he  should  be  particularly  careful  to  deter- 
mine beforehand  the  purity  of  the  anaesthetic,  and  the  absence 
of  disease  of  the  heart  or  other  organs,  which  centra-indicate 
their  use.— B.  H.  0.] 

Ulobbb  are  frequently  induced  by  the  use  of  epispastics, 
acetate  of  copper,  quicklime,  the  juice  of  euphorbium  or  other 
acrid  plants;  and  real  ones  are  often  prevented  from  healing 
by  similar  means.  Some  again  cause  them  by  rubbing  the 
part,  particularly  the  shin,  and  they  have  been  known  to  keep 
op  irritation  by  thrusting  pins  through  the  bandages.  Besides 
noticing  the  nature  of  the  discharge,  whether  it  be  pus  or 
sanies,  and  also  attending  to  the  habit  of  the  patient,  it  is  suf- 
fident  to  mention,  that  tdcers  caused  intentionally  are  readily 
distinguished  from  real  ones,  since  their  borders  are  less  cal- 
lous, their  surfaces  more  superficial,  and  generally  less  painful; 
&nd  by  the  use  of  lukewarm  water,  and  covering  them  with 
lint,  they  are  readily  healed;  and  the  reason  for  this  is,  that 
they  do  not  originate  from  or  accompany  a  disease  of  the  sys- 
tem. Frauds  of  this  description  are  frequently  attempted  in 
hospitals,  or  to  avoid  the  performance  of  labor  of  every  kind. 
In  1810,  a  fellow  enlisted  in  the  marines  at  Portsmouth,  (En- 
gland,) and  received  his  full  bounty.  In  a  few  days,  it  was 
discovered  that  he  had  a  very  bad  leg.  On  investigation,  it 
was  proved  by  his  wife  and  others,  that  to  avoid  going  on 
duty  he  had  made  an  incision  in  the  flesh  just  upon  the  shin- 
bone,  and  put  a  copper  half-penny  on  the  wound,  which  almost 
immediately  caused  a  violent  inflammation.  He  ultimately, 
however,  paid  most  dearly  for  his  speculation ;  as  a  mortifica- 


*  Orfila,  Le9on8,  yoL  i.  p.  409. 
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tion  followed,  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  amputate  the 
limb.* 

Mr.  Hutchison  amputated  the  leg  of  a  man  at  Deal  Hos- 
pital, for  a  caries  of  the  tibia,  extending  from  the  ankle-joint 
to  the  knee.  The  patient  persisted  in  denying  that  he  had 
ever  ^'  played  any  tricks"  with  his  leg ;  yet  on  dissection,  a 
piece  of  copper  coin  was  discovered,  imbedded  between  the 
gastrocnemius  and  soleus  muscles,  nearly  three  inches  from  the 
margin  of  the  ulcer.  He  then  confessed  that  he  had  thrust  it 
into  the  ulcer  about  nine  months  before,  with  a  view  of  obtain- 
ing his  discharge  by  invaliding.f  To  prevent  all  injury,  Mr. 
Hutchison  was  obliged,  in  many  instances,  to  secure  the  leg 
in  wooden  boxes,  made  like  a  boot,  and  closed  with  a  lock. 
Dr.  Dunlop  mentions  this  use  of  wooden  boxes  in  the  York 
Hospital  in  1812-13,  and  also  reports  the  case  of  a  man  who 
was  discharged  from  six  regiments,  for  factitious  ulcers  pro- 
duced by  the  means  above  mentioned. 

Nor  is  deception  confined  to  common  ulcers.  Even  that 
dreadful  disease,  cangbr,  has  been  feigned.  '^  T  have  seen," 
says  Pierre  Pigray,  '^a  woman  present  herself  to  the  late  king 
of  France,  to  be  touched  by  him,"  (as  the  former  kings  of 
France  were  said  to  perform  miracles  in  this  way,)  "who 
appeared  to  have  a  very  large  and  ill-looking  cancer  of  the 
breast.  It  seemed  so  extremely  natural,  that  it  might  have 
deceived  the  spectators ;  but  when  I  observed  that  she  was 
young,  of  a  good  habit,  well  formed,  and  without  any  symp- 
tom of  cachexia,  I  was  led  to  suspect  deceit.  On  touching 
the  ulcer,  I  ascertained,  though  with  some  difficulty,  that  a 
part  of  a  spleen  had  been  glued  on  its  smooth  side  to  the 
nipple,  which  left  on  the  outside  a  serous  and  reddish  kind  of 
matter,  similar  to  that  of  cancer.  When  this  was  removed, 
the  nipple  remained  white,  healthy,  and  well  formed."^ 

A  false  eruption  of  PETECHiiB  or  pustulbs  may  be  detected 
by  examining  the  patient  perfectly  naked. 


*  Edinburgh  Annual  Register,  1810,  part  2,  p.  106. 

t  Hutchison,  p.  148. 

X  Quoted  from  his  Surgery.    Biahon,  toL  L  p.  858.    Foder^,  toL  ii.  p.  i86. 
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Otorbhoba  and  OziBNA  have  been  Bimulated  by  introducing 
into  the  parts  small  pieces  of  sponge  charged  with  offensiye 
oils,  or  decayed  cheese ;  and  they  may  be  excited  with  can- 
tharides.  Fistula  in  ano  has  been  simulated  by  making  a 
punctured  wound  near  the  anus,  and  introducing  similar  sub- 
stances. It  is  only  necessary  to  cleanse  the  parts,  and  ex- 
amine their  condition,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  real  nature  of 
the  disease. 

Wounds,  with  reference  to  this  subject,  are  very  properly 
divided,  by  Drs.  Scott,  Marshall,  and  Forbes,  into  fictitiouB 
and  factitious.  Of  the  first,  or  those  which  have  no  exist- 
ence, or  are  very  slight,  it  would  seem  that  they  are  most 
commonly  feigned  during  action,  to  avoid  danger.  Contu- 
Bions  may  be  intentionally  given,  but  their  appearance  seldom 
equals  the  impinging  of  musket  or  cannon  balls.  One  case  is 
mentioned,  where  the  part  was  stained,  to  imitate  the  purplish 
yellow  hue  of  ecchymosis  when  on  the  decrease.  It  was 
alleged  that  the  contusion  had  been  received  some  time  pre- 
vious.* 

Fractures  of  the  thigh  have  been  feigned ;  but  it  is  found, 
on  examination,  that  the  muscles  of  the  injured  leg  are  hard 
and  in  full  action,  while  those  of  the  other  are  inactive  and 
soft.  A  piece  of  metal  has  also  been  inserted  into  the  head, 
to  indicate  previous  fracture  of  some  part  of  the  skull.  Mr. 
Marshall  mentions  a  case  where  a  soldier  thus  succeeded  in 
procuring  a  discharge.  He  was,  however,  afterwards  de- 
tected.f 

Under  slight  wounds,  I  may  as  well  notice  the  insertion 
of  needles  into  various  parts  of  the  body,  as  the  arms,  hands, 
breasts,  etc.  Two  cases  are  related  of  females  doing  this. 
One  happened  at  the  Richmond  Hospital,  Dublin,  and  the 
irritation  and  inflammation  ran  so  high  as  to  render  amputa- 


*  Scott,  ToL  ii  p.  166.  t  ManhmU,  p.  178. 
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tion  near  the  shoulder-joint  necessary.  The  other  was  at 
Copenhagen.  As  the  needles  were  extracted,  others  were  m- 
serted  in  different  places — so  that  no  less  than  four  hundred 
were  removed  from  various  abscesses  in  about  three  years.  In 
the  first  instance,  the  individual  made  a  confession ;  in  the 
second,  she  was  seen  introducing  them  under  the  skin.* 

Factitious  Wounds,  or  mutilations  produced  voluntarily, 
present  some  points  of  greater  difficulty.  It  will  always  be 
a  question  whether  they  were  not  caused  accidentally.  The 
practice  itself  is  of  ancient  date.  Among  the  conscripts  of 
ancient  Rome  a  common  species  of  mutilation  was  cutting  off 
the  thumb,  and  from  this  {pollicem  truncando)  it  would  ap- 
pear that  our  modern  word  poltroon  is  derived.f.  It  was 
common  during  the  last  war,  both  in  England  and  in  France^ 
and  the  injuries  were  inflicted  either  by  fire-arms  or  cutting 
instruments,  and  generally  on  the  upper  or  lower  extremities. 
In  one  regiment,  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  nine  disabled 
themselves  in  six  weeks,  for  the  purpose  of  being  discharged.1 

Each  case  demands  a  separate  investigation.  A  dragoon 
said  that  his  horse  had  bitten  off  his  finger,  but  he  forgot  to 
wipe  his  bloody  sword  which  lay  in  the  manger.  Another 
came  running  with  two  amputated  fingers,  produced,  as  he 
said,  by  the  collision  of  water  casks.  The  cuts  were  dean, 
and  the  amputation  complete.  Another  lost  his  thumb  by 
falling  on  broken  glass,  but  there  was  not  the  mark  even  of 
abrasion,  beyond  this  single  severe  excision.§     The  French 

♦  Scott,  Tol.  ii.  p.  148.  t  ^^i^»  P-  ^^^-  t  MarshaU,  p.  177. 

2  Marshall,  p.  179.  It  is  now  provided  that  in  all  cases  of  maiming, 
whether  the  injury  occurred  on  or  off  duty,  whether  accidentally  or  in- 
tentionally, the  soldiers  shall  be  tried  by  a  district  court-martial,  as  soon 
after  the  eyent  as  possible.  {BaUingdWs  Military  Surgery,  p.  697.)  No  pen- 
lions  are  granted  except  the  injuries  occur  in  the  performance  of  militaiy 
duty.  In  France,  any  individual  drafted  to  perform  military  duty,  who  in- 
capaoitates  himself  either  temporarily  or  permanently,  is  liable  to  imprison- 
ment for  any  time  between  a  month  and  a  year,  and  a  higher  degree  of 
punishment  is  directed  against  accomplices,  if  they  be  medical  men.  (Law 
on  the  Recruiting  of  the  Army,  passed  in  1832;   Briand,  third  ed.,  p.  789.) 

"The  dread  of  oonsoription  is  painfully  illustrated  by  the  number  <tf 
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soldiers  sometimes  caused  their  teeth  to  be  filed  off,  or  ex- 
tracted, so  as  to  be  unable  to  bite  off  the  end  of  the  cartridge. 

After  the  bloody  battles  fought  by  Napoleon,  at  Lutzen, 
Bautzen,  and  Wurchen,  it  was  insinuated  to  him  that  some  of 
his  soldiers  had  yoluntarily  mutilated  themselves,  particularly 
in  the  hands  and  fingers.  On  investigation,  nearly  three 
thousand  were  found  thus  injured.  They  were  collected  to- 
gether, and  a  medical  jury  was  appointed,  over  which  Larrey 
presided.  On  examination,  it  was  found  that  nearly  all  the 
wounds  had  been  infiicted  by  contusing  bodies,  propelled  by 
fire-arms,  and  but  a  few  by  polished  weapons.  Again,  a  majo- 
rity of  them  presented  other  wounds  on  various  parts  of  their 
bodies. 

The  verdict  was  favorable  to  the  gallant  soldiers.  Larrey 
ascribes  the  great  predominance  of  this  kind  of  injury  to  the 
fact  that  they  fired  in  three  ranks,  and  those  in  the  second 
and  third  involuntarily  rested  the  barrels  of  their  guns  on  the 
hands  of  those  in  the  first  rank ;  and  again,  the  enemy  occu- 
pied the  summits  of  several  hills,  and  of  course  fired  down 
upon  the  French,  who,  in  return,  would  have  their  hands  con- 
stantly raised  to  thei^  guns.* 

A  case  in  civil  life  was  investigated  by  Dr.  Marc.  The 
mdividual,  under  the  idea,  as  it  would  seem,  of  rendering  him- 
self of  importance  to  a  relative,  or  to  secure  his  gratitude, 
pretended  to  have  had  a  murderous  conflict  with  some  assas- 
sins, although  no  dead  bodies  could  be  found.  His  head  was 
wounded,  longitudinally,  to  the  extent  of  about  an  inch,  and 
in  direction  from  left  to  right.     The  integuments  only  were 


maimed  jou  meet  eyerywhere.  At  least  two-thirds  of  the  male  population 
of  Egypt  haye  depriyed  themseWes  of  the  right  eye,  or  of  the  forefinger  of 
the  right  hand.  There  are  eyen  professional  persons,  who  go  about  to  poison 
the  eye,  which  they  do  with  yerdigris,  or  sew  it  up  altogether.  Our  equip- 
ment consisted  of  tweWe  men ;  of  these  only  two  were  liable  to  conscription, 
and  seyen  of  them  were  either  one-eyed  or  forefingerless."  (Warburton*8 
Crescent  and  the  Cross,) 

*  Larrey's  Surgical  Memoirs,  translated  by  Dr.  Mercer,  p.  107 ;  Chaus- 
der,  p.  487.  The  reader  of  French  history  will  find  an  instance  of  factitious 
wound  in  the  case  of  Joly,  during  the  quarrels  of  the  Fronde. 
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oosly  impaired  by  deceptions  among  its  soldiers  and  saQors, 
and  the  duty  of  the  medical  officer  thus  becomes  a  highly  re- 
sponsible one.  He  is  to  guard  against  fraud  on  the  one  hand, 
and  severity  on  the  other.  Nothing  can  compensate  for  the 
reflection  that  he  has  unjustly  condemned,  or  caused  to  be 
punished,  a  man  who,  it  is  subsequently  proved,  labored  under 
disease.  I  have  already  mentioned  instances  where  mistakes 
have  been  made.  Many  others  are  enumerated  by  writers, 
and  particularly  of  that  class  where  deep-seated  pain  is  the 
principal  symptom.  Dr.  Gheyne  speaks  of  one  who  was 
treated  as  a  malingerer  and  sent  to  drill,  until  a  lumbar  ab- 
scess appeared,  of  which  he  died."*"  In  reflecting  on  these  cir- 
cumstances, and  the  many  obstacles  to  a  full  detection,  I  am 
yery  ready  to  withdraw  a  somewhat  rash  assertion  which  I 
made  in  a  previous  edition,  that  it  is  disgraceful  for  a  surgeon 


*  Chejne,  p.  187.  **  I  receiyed  (says  a  writer  in  the  Glasgow  Medical 
Journal,  August,  1831,)  an  impressiye  lesson  of  caution  in  these  matters,  by 
my  acquaintance  with  a  case  which  occurred  in  the  Infirmary  of  Edinburgh 
nearly  thirty  years  ago.  A  street  porter,  after  a  fall,  began  to  complain  of 
pun  stretching  along  the  whole  outside  of  the  thigh.  The  pain  was  much 
•ggraTated  by  motion,  so  that  he  could  not  walk  across  th'e  ward  without  a 
crutch.  The  case  being  supposed  to  be  sciatica,  he  was  under  the  care  of 
the  late  Dr.  Duncan,  assisted  by  my  lamented  friend  Dr.  Bateman,  who  acted 
fts  clinical  clerk.  The  most  attentive  examination,  scrupulously  and  labo- 
riously made,  could  discover  nothing  deviating  from  the  ordinary  structure 
ind  appearance ;  nor  was  there  any  general  affection  of  the  system.  Our 
patient,  too,  was  the  object  of  suspicion.  It  was  a  severe  winter ;  employ- 
ment for  porters  was  said  to  be  scarce ;  the  lodging  and  food  of  the  in- 
firmary were  comfortable,  and  the  allotment  from  a  benefit  society  was 
aeeumulating  in  his  favor.  He  readily  submitted  to  the  most  violent  coun- 
ter-irritants, but  without  acknowledging  any  relief.  Perkins'  metallic  trao- 
toni,  then  in  high  vogue,  were  applied  with  due  solemnity ;  and  this  was 
the  only  application  which  relieved  the  pain.  This  admission  on  the  part 
of  the  patient,  however,  only  served  to  confirm  our  suspicions.  He  was 
dismissed  from  the  hospital,  with  timuUuion  affixed  to  his  name  in  the  re- 
cords ;  and,  as  we  understood,  he  was  struck  off  from  the  roll  of  the  friendly 
society.  But  about  two  weeks  after  his  dismissal,  he  died  of  an  apopletio 
attack.  The  thigh  complained  of  was  inspected.  The  cartilage  covering 
the  head  of  the  femur  was  partially  destroyed ;  and  purulent  matter,  to  the 
amount  of  two  ounces,  was  found  in  the  cavity  of  the  Joint.''  {Lancet,  N.  8., 
▼oL  viii.  p.  787.) 
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to  be  deceived  by  an  individual  who  feigns  bis  maladies.  I 
am  convinced  that  the  remark  was  altogether  too  strong  and 
too  broad. 

Much  may  be  done  to  detect,  by  conversing  with  the  indi- 
vidoal  alone,  by  a  patient  investigation  of  the  nature  of  the 
disease,  by  concealing  all  doubts  concerning  its  reality,  and 
by  neglecting  the  individual,  if  we  are  satisfied  of  his  fraud, 
rather  than  consigning  him  to  punishment.  No  harsh  means, 
beyond  those  proper  for  the  real  disease,  should  ever  be  used 
by  the  surgeon.  "*"  It  may  be  well  also  to  remember,  that  a 
general  disposition  to  feign  disease  often  has  its  origin  in  the 
severity  of  the  service,  or  the  inhumanity  of  some  who  are 
clothed  with  authority. 

Pretended  pregnancy  and  delivery j  and  feigned  insanity^ 
will  be  noticed  in  subsequent  chapters.  And  I  shall  conclude 
the  consideration  of  the  present  topic  by  remarking  that  phy- 
sicians are  not  unfrequently  called  upon  to  examine  tmpo9torSy 
or  those  who  feign  diseases  which  can  have  no  existence.  The 
full  consideration  of  these,  however,  belongs  strictly  to  medical 
police,  since  they  are  seldom  subjects  of  legal  investigation. 

It  has  generally  been  the  case,  that  the  hope  of  exciting 
public  curiosity,  and,  of  course,  commiseration  and  charity, 
has  been  the  moving  principle  of  impostors ;  and  they  have 
justly  imagined  that  the  feigning  of  ailments  contrary  to  the 
course  of  nature  and  the  experience  of  mankind,  woidd  most 
readily  answer  the  purpose. 

Abstinence,  for  a  great  length  of  time,  is  the  most  fire- 
quent,  as  well  as  the  most  successful,  of  these  deceptions;  and 
the  reason  is  obvious.  It  is  practicable  to  a  certain  extent, 
and  the  most  constant  and  minute  attention  is  requisite  to  de- 
tect the  falsehood.  [We  may  ask,  with  Dr.  Copland,  where- 
fore should  we  attempt  to  detect  this  deceit  ? — ^R.  H.  0.]  The 
most  noted,  because  it  is  the  most  modem  case,  is  that  of  Ann 
Moore,  the  fasting  woman  of  Tutbury,  England.    According 

•  Chejne,  p.  179. 
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to  her  acoounty  she  commenoed  in  March,  1807,  and  continued 
fasting  for  six  years.  At  the  end  of  that  period  the  impostore 
was  discoYcred,  in  consequence  of  a  watch  placed  oyer  her ; 
and  it  was  ascertained  that  her  daughter  secretly  gave  her 
food  and  drink.  The  cut  bono  is  readily  explained,  from  the 
statement  of  Dr.  Henderson,  who  observes  that  she  made  so 
much  by  the  exhibition  of  her  person,  as  to  place  X400  in  the 
stocks.  She  had,  howeyer,  the  power  of  abstaining  from  food 
for  a  considerable  length  of  time.  During  the  last  watch,  she 
receiyed  none  for  nine  days  and  nine  nights."^ 

I  will  add  only  one  case  to  the  preceding.  Cicely  De 
Bydgeway,  in  the  thirty-first  year  of  Edward  III.,  was  in- 
dicted and  condemned  for  the  murder  of  her  husband.  It  is 
stated  that  she  fasted  in  prison  forty  days.  A  record,  lodged 
in  the  Tower  of  London,  contains  an  account  of  this  remark- 
able abstinence,  attributes  it  to  a  miraculous  power,  and  adds: 
"Nos  ea  de  causa  pietate  moti  ad  laudem  Dei,  et  gloriosse 
Yirginis  Marise,  matris  suae,  unde  dictum  miraculum  processit, 
nt  creditur."     It  concludes  with  a  full  pardon  of  the  criminal.f 


*  ObsenratioiiB  on  this  case  may  be  found  in  the  fifth  and  ninth  Tolnmes 
«f  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal ;  and  also  in  the  London 
Hedieal  and  Physical  Journal,  toIs.  xxi.  zxIt.  xxix.  and  zxx. 

f  London  Medical  and  Physical  Journal,  toI.  xxxi  p.  50.  I  add  the  fol- 
krwing  references  for  the  use  of  those  who  may  be  desirous  of  examining 
the  subject  of  abstinence : — 

A  female  in  Germany,  who  imposed  on  the  public  for  two  years.    Lon- 
don Medical  and  Physical  Journal,  toI.  tU.  p.  190. 
Mary  TAomat,  London  Medical  and  Physical  Journal,  toIs.  xxi.  and  xxx. 
Hildanus,  Ramaxzini,  Block,  Doebel,  Fontenelle,  and  Dr.  Willan,  are 
quoted  by  Mr.  Granger  and  Dr.  Henderson,  in  their  papers  on  Ann 
Moore's  case  in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  toIb.  t. 
and  ix. 
Cases  are  also  recorded  in  Stelpart  Van  Der  Wiel^  toI.  iL  obserr.  16 ; 
Bailer' M  Physiology,  toL  t.  p.  168;  Schurigitu'  Chylologia,  chap.  It.; 
Edinburgh  Medical  JEttagt  and  ObaervatioM^  yoL  t.  part  2,  pp.  1  and  G. 
8taU  Triali,  Emlyn's  edition,  toL  t.  p.  482.     Trial  of  Richard  Hathe- 
way,  for  a  cheat  and  impostor,  at  Surrey  assises,  March  24,  1702. 
Among  other  things,  he  said  that  he  had  been  bewitched  by  one 
Sarah  Murdoch ;  and  in  consequence  of  this,  he  could  not  eat,  but 
fiMted  ten  weeks. 


88 


HMmb  JfiKcOn^f  ToL  rr.  pc  41.    A 

uomtd  by  tbe  tvclrv  mm  W  &Amg  of  Maitka  Tbjkr,  tb« 

1>erb7ikire  duuri ;  by  Joki  Bcysoldi,  Mrgcoa. 
JKawvy  tf/"  LUermtmrt,  tdL  iiL  p.  112.     AccooBi  of  m  Swcfiik  iliiMwIy 

vbo  lias  liTcd  nx  jean  witbovt  food:  attcrtcd  by  tbo  Biabop  of 

Sbarm,  (West  GotUawL) 
Mtfmhht  0/  Litter  ToL  a.  p.  4^.    History  of  a  aiagalar  aad  eitraor 

^aaiy  ^stcapcr  in  a  vonaa,  by  Dr.  IGcbdlttd. 
iTWtwjpiigof  IVowMcfbai,  ToL  zrr.  p.  577 :   tqL  zxtS.  pc  SK ;  toL 

xxxL  p.  28;  ToL  xlu.  p.  240;  toL  Ixrn.  pc  1. 
JMieaf  CmmmaUmit*^  rol.  xir.  p.  960. 
MtJkml  CuwwaaiLf  liM,  toL  n,  p,  IIS.     Dr.  Willaa**  caM. 
Qmmitiiif  Jitmrmat  »f  f^rtifm  MeJiemt  mmi  Smry^rj^  tqL  t.  pc  19QL 
Bd^raees  ia  EOmtMm^t  Raiacaba^  ppc  SDl-^ 
Two  emaos  of  fcnaka,  om  ia  HoOawl,  aad  tbe  ocbcr  ia  Italy.    Mafioa 

Ckinifgieal  Review,  toL  xxBL  p.  2M. 
A  case^  saptfTauag  oa  Ckloro8is»  by  Dr.  Forry,  of  Xaiyiaaii.    Koitfc 
Aicbires,  toL  iL  p.  S65k. 


XOTE. 

Da.  BicK  bas  aoticcd  mmtal  alieaad.^  as  a  ftifaed 
ebaptcr.  Ia  tbis  riev,  bowerer,  it  b  iatistfttely  coaaectcd  vitb  tbo  inft 
tccUom ;  and  tbe  foQowixtg  cases^  takea  from  )Ir.  lUnbalTt  Hiata  to  Hafi- 
eal  CHSc«rs«  will  well  illa$trate  tbe  difScnlnr  of  decectiag  iflB^oataare^  aad  Ifca 
mecc«$i:T  of  extreme  caatioa  ia  comxag  to  a  decxsMB. 

**  Some  time  ago  a  man  ea!i$ted  ia  a  regtmeat  at  prtaeat  iT^eecmbtr,  18S7,) 
quartered  ia  tbe  garnj«»,  I^blia.^  wb4k.  after  beiag  at  drill  aa  aaaiaaHy 
long  period,  coald  not  be  taught  bis  durr.  E^ery  cxtrtloa  was  made  by  Ifca 
a^jatact  aad  driU-ser^eaat  to  atabe  bist  cosprebeod  tbe  mtnoal  aad 
exercise,  bat  appsureatlT  viibout  simc«ss^  la  c«B5e«)acB<e  of  tbis 
baTing  been  joined  br  ssiocber  regimen:,  tbe  presnmcd  Kfiot 
to  be  a  deserter,  and  a  ^ery  clever  fWIow.** 

Tbe  followiag,  bow«Tvr.  X5  a  more  melaacb^Iy  iastaate  of  im] 
suspected,  wbere  it  was  ttv>c  practiced,  aai  will  sbow  witb  wbat 
cactkn  a  iecision  sbvmld  be  made  ibat  mar  ren-ier  an  in^Hdsal  fiabia  te 
ponisbsieat.     It  is  copied  fh>m  tbe  saaae  wgrk : — 

*'  Prrrsi«  Cbtf)«s  LiMiis*  aged  $1. regiment  of  foot,  eomplalasd, 

ing  tbe  m^ntb  cf  December.  1^3k  of  pain  in  tbe  Wins^ 

i^d.  by  a  sprain,  recetred  tbe  preceding  Jn]^  wbiLe  drawing 

weZ!,  bot  wbicb  be  did  n^  mention  wben  tbe  aceiimt  bippefd      Aa  Ifca 

8z!aicnt  was  consdered  Yery  s^gbt«  be  was  not  aiaictcd  into  tbo 

He  eontinacd,  bowervr.  to  complaxa  of  pain  in  tbe  Wtaa^  and  abont  tbo 

«f  -.be  oacnm.    On  tbe  264b  of  Jannaiy,  !$»>;  be  want  o«  talsac^  and 
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ntemed  to  Ui«  ngimeni  ob  th%  20th  of  Febroftry.  From  thii  period  ho 
•bttiBately  roftiood  to  do  toy  duty,  Mrigning  as  a  roMon  that  he  was  unablo. 
Ho  was  then  admittod  into  hospital,  where  he  was  kindly  treated,  but  earo* 
ftilly  obeerred.  His  appetite  and  other  ftinctions  of  the  body  were  natural, 
and  BO  traoo  of  disease  coold  be  detected.  He  sometimes  oomplained  of 
nneasiness  in  the  region  of  the  liyer,  bat  never  represented  the  pain  as 
urgent ;  and,  indeed,  seldom  said  anything  respecting  his  ailments,  unless 
in  reply  to  direet  queries.  He  was  in  general  remarkably  taoitnm;  and 
his  manner  appeared  to  be  more  indicatiTo  of  moroseness  than  of  mero 
lowness  of  spirits.  ETentually  he  was  discharged  firom  hospital,  but  still 
persistod  in  reftising  to  do  his  duty.  He  was  tried  by  a  regimental  court- 
martiai,  for  disobedience  of  orders,  which  sentenced  him  to  undergo  eor- 
poreal  punishment ;  and  on  the  16th  of  March,  he  receiyed  176  lashes,  in 
the  usoal  manner,  without  making  the  slightest  complaint.  He  still,  how- 
trer,  declined  doing  duty,  and  was  a  second  time  tried  by  a  court-martialy 
and  sentenced  to  be  confined  for  one  month  in  a  solitary  celL  When  re- 
leased from  confinement,  he  was  ordered  to  pull  up  the  grass  between  the 
ftones  in  the  barrack-yard — an  employment  which  annoyed  him  more  than 
any  other  punishment.  His  case  was  now  brought  to  the  notice  of  Liento- 
nant-Oeneral  Sir  George  Murray,  commander  of  the  forces  in  Ireland,  with 
i  recommendation  that  he  should  be  transferred  to  the  General  Military 
Hospital,  Dublin.  This  suggestion  being  adopted,  Louis  was  admitted  into 
the  General  Hospital  on  the  80th  of  May,  where  he  remained  under  the  care 
of  Dr.  Cheyne  until  the  12th  of  July,  when  he  rejoined  his  regiment.  Dur- 
ing the  time  he  was  in  Dublin,  he  preserred  his  usual  gloomy,  discontented 
manner.  The  greatest  care  was  taken  to  inyestigate  his  case,  but  no  trace 
of  disease,  either  physical  or  mental,  could  be  satisfactorily  obserred ;  and 
a  eertifioate  to  that  purport,  signed  by  Dr.  Peile,  duputy  inspector  of  hos* 
pitals.  Dr.  Brown,  surgeon  to  the  forces,  Dr.  Crampton,  surgeon-general, 
and  staff  surgeon  Stringer,  was  transmitted  to  the  regiment,  upon  bis  being 
discharged.  Shortly  after  Louis  had  joined  the  regiment,  he  eyinced  decided 
lymptoms  of  aberration  of  mind,  which  were  for  a  considerable  time  sup- 
posed to  be  feigned ;  but  after  close  obseryation  for  seyeral  months,  the  sur- 
geon of  the  regiment  deemed  his  intellect  to  be  unsound.  In  July,  1827, 
he  was  again  admitted  into  the  General  Hospital,  Dublin,  in  consequence  of 
mental  alienation ;  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Cheyne  and  the  other  officers 
of  that  establishment,  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  reality  of  the 
mental  affection.  He  is  still  (December,  1828,)  in  hospital:  his  manner  is 
much  less  gloomy  than  formerly ;  and  he  shows  no  reluctance  to  discuss 
topics  connected  with  bis  present  hallucination.  He,  howeyer,  artfiilly 
dndes  eyery  attempt  to  extract  any  information  from  liim  respecting  his 
fiunily  or  early  life.  Among  many  other  incoherent  notions  which  haye 
entered  his  mind,  he  conceiyes  that  he  is  colonel  of  the  16th  Regiment,  and 
that  he  is  abounding  in  wealth,  but  that  he  is  depriyed  of  the  use  of  it  by 
undue  means.    His  bodily  health  continues  good." 

Vol,  L  7 
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wounds,  they  were  all  Moertained  to  be  dressed  with  qfiipatHe  d/Umentj  mnd 
boxes  of  this  medicine  were  seen  in  the  bed  snd  on  the  night  table.  In  this 
Banner  the  illness  had  been  prolonged.  The  oonrt  at  once  dismissed  the 
application  for  increased  damages. 

In  the  third  class,  occur  those  cases  of  refined  ingenoity  which  often  baiBe 
the  most  acute  obserrer.  We  haye  cause  for  suspicion  when  the  symptoms 
eontinne  most  obstinately  stationary,  and  yet  the  indiTidual  conUnnes  to 
eigoy  good  health.  This  to  the  public  would  seem  to  proTe  the  reality  of 
the  disease,  although  it  in  fiust  only  shows  the  persereranoe  of  the  simulator. 

[In  addition  to  the  authorities  cited  by  Dr.  Beck,  the  reader  who  desires 
a  more  thorough  acquaintance  with  this  subject, — the  military  medical  officer 
hi  partieular,— 4s  referred  to  the  "Prize  Essay  on  Feigned  and  Faetitfens 
Mseases,  chiefly  of  Soldiers  and  Seamen,"  by  Hector  Qaiin,  M.D.  etc.  etc.; 
sad  to  the  «<  Aide  M^moire  M^co  L^gal  de  I'Officier  de  Sant^  deVArm^e 
de  Terxe,"  par  F.  C.  Maillot  et  J.  A.  A.  Fuel.— B.  H.  C] 


CHAPTER    IL 

DISQUALIFTING    DISEASES. 

DJigofclMcatlont  in  dril  CMei — in  criminal  emset.  DiaqnaHfiemtioM  ftr 
ailiUry  Mrriee.  CImms  exempted  by  the  law  of  the  United  Stalaiw 
Law  of  the  State  of  New  York  on  exemption  firom  military  dnty.  Begs- 
lations  for  exemption  in  France— in  Pmssia.  Roles  for  the  inepeelioB  oC 
recmits  in  England*  Diseases  that  exempt  or  disqualify — statistical  re- 
Bolts.  Boles  for  the  examination  of  recroits  in  the  United  States— sta- 
tistical resolts.  Law  decisions  on  pleas  for  exemption.  Certificalaa  ef 
exemption  and  discharge.    Laws  respecting  these. 

This  chapter,  and  the  one  preceding  it,  are  intended  prin- 
cipally for  the  use  of  the  military  physician  and  surgeon.  But 
although  the  subject  of  disqualifying  diseases  falls  peculiarlj 
under  their  notice,  yet  there  may  be  numerous  instances  in 
civil  life  where  the  opinion  of  the  medical  man  is  required 
concerning  them.  He  may  be  directed,  for  example,  to  ascer- 
tain whether  an  individual  be  fit  to  serve  on  a  jury,  whether 
he  be  able  to  attend  as  a  witness,  or  whether  he  be  competent 
to  take  on  him  certain  ofBces  or  duties.  Again,  a  physician 
may  be  ordered  to  investigate  the  condition  of  a  criminal,  and 
to  report  whether  he  be  capable  of  undergoing  hard  labor,  or 
of  Buffering  other  severe  punishments  that  are  inflicted  by  the 
justice  of  his  country.* 

*  [The  consideration  of  Insorance  opon  Liyes  is  reserred  for  another  por- 
tion of  this  work,  hot  moch  of  this  and  of  the  preceding  chapter  is  appU- 
cable  to  that  sobject  Thos,  a  party  may  desire  to  effect,  or  to  renew,  a 
poliqj  of  insorance  opon  the  life  of  another,  his  debtor  perhaps,  and  the 
person  to  be  insored  may  feign  disease  to  defeat  that  porpose ;  or,  an  appli- 
cant for  insorance  may  seek  to  conceal  disabilities,  which  the  hints  her« 
glT«n  woold  aid  the  medical  examiner  in  detecting.  These  chapters  may 
also  be  oseftil  in  connection  with  the  examination  of  appUcants  for  pen- 
sion.—B.  H.  C] 

(92) 


DISQUALHTIira  msnASEB* 

I  shall  accordingly  consider  this  snbject  as  follows: — 

1.  As  to  the  disqualifications  in  civil  and  criminal  cases. 

2.  As  to  the  disqualifications  for  military  service. 

L  Of  disqualifying  diieases  in  dvil  and  criminal  cohb. 

In  civil  cases,  the  presence  of  acute  diseases  should  un- 
doubtedly exempt  from  the  performance  of  most  of  the  offices 
or  duties  to  which  an  individual  can  be  called.  The  imminent 
danger  which  may  follow  from  muscular  exertion,  together 
with  the  weakened  state  of  the  mental  faculties  which  gene- 
rally accompanies  these  ailments,  renders  a  demand  for  such 
performance  cruel  and  oppressive.  And  accordingly,  in  all 
countries  where  the  law  governs,  the  proof  of  this  is  deemed 
a  sufficient  exemption.  But  there  may  be  diseases,  on  which 
a  doubt  exists,  whether  the  required  exertion  would  prove 
injurious;  as,  for  example,  rheumatism,  asthma,  and  particu- 
larly epilepsy.  Concerning  such,  it  would  be  idle  to  give  any 
specific  rules,  further  than  to  observe,  that  it  behooves  the 
examining  physician  to  inquire  into  the  nature  of  the  par- 
ticular case,  and  from  his  knowledge  of  it,  to  be  guided  in  his 
testimony.  Should  there  be  a  patient  liable  to  convulsive 
afiections,  and  who  is  only  preserved  from  frequent  attacks  by 
being  kept  calm  and  sequestered,  he  certainly  would  not  be  a 
proper  person  to  serve  on  a  jury,  or  to  be  kept  for  a  length  of 
time  as  a  witness  before  a  crowded  court.  The  same  remark 
applies  to  those  who  are  laboring  under  infirm  health,  or  a 
predisposition  to  consumption,  who  have  symptoms  of  aneu- 
rism, of  stone  in  the  bladder,  etc.,  or  who  suffer  from  periodi- 
cal or  continued  attacks  of  pain.  The  humane,  and  therefore 
the  just  rule  in  all  these  cases,  is  to  exempt  the  subjects  of 
such  maladies  from  alb  duties  that  are  not  indispensable. 

The  distinction,  however,  should  be  kept  in  view,  that  many 
who  are  unable  to  travel  without  great  danger,  may  still  be 
examined  at  their  own  houses,  and  that  thus  the  ends  of  jus- 
tice can,  in  a  great  degree,  be  answered. 
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In  elacidation  of  these  remarks,  and  as  showing  thai  they 
are  practically  observed,  a  few  cases  may  be  qnoted: — 

In  Andrews  v.  Palmer,  (1812,)  depositions  taken,  de  bene 
eeae^  were  presented  upon  the  incapacity  of  a  witness,  from 
bodily  iigury,  to  attend  a  trial.  Lord  Eldon  remarked: 
^^This  afBdavit  is  too  loose,  that  the  witness  will  not  be  able 
to  travel  for  a  considerable  time.  The  snrgeon  onght  to  have 
made  an  affidavit,  with  reference  to  the  time  when  the  trial  is 
to  eome  on,  pledging  his  professional  judgment  to  the  proba» 
bility  that  the  witness  will  not  be  able  to  attend.  If  the 
affidavit  were  more  precise  in  that  respect,  I  think  I  onght  to 
make  such  an  order  as  I  have  mentioned,"  viz.,  for  the  officer 
to  attend  with  the  original  deposition. 

An  affidavit  was  afterwards  produced,  more  precisely  worded^ 
and  the  order  was  made  accordingly."^ 

The  Queen  v.  Sophia  Wilshaw. — The  prisoner  was  indicted 
for  stealing  money,  the  property  of  Joseph  Wood,  her  master. 
A  surgeon  deposed  as  follows:  ^^I  am  a  surgeon;  I  know 
Mr.  Joseph  Wood;  he  is  eighty-five;  he  is  quite  infirm  and 
bedridden;  he  can  sit  on  the  side  of  his  bed  when  he  is  lifted 
out;  he  is  not  able  to  bear  a  journey  to  the  assiies,  and  I 
think  it  is  not  likely  that  he  ever  will  be  so."  The  counsel 
for  the  prosecution  proposed  on  this,  to  give  in  evidence  the 
deposition  of  the  prosecutor,  taken  before  the  committing 
magistrate,  in  the  presence  of  the  prisoner;  and  this  was 
aUowed  by  the  court.  The  prisoner  was  acquitted  on  the 
merits.  (1  Carringtan  arid  Marshman's  Ifisi  Priue  Repwrt»j 
145.) 

As  to  criminal  cases,  it  is  equally  unnecessary  for  me  to 
enlarge,  since  the  well-known  humanity  of  our  country  renders 
it  superfluous.  We  can  readily  imagine  a  state  of  body  in  the 
criminal,  that  would  make  the  applicati«i  of  irons  to  his  limbs, 
or  the  condemnation  to  hard  labor,  a  sentence  more  dreadful 
tiian  death  itself.  I  may,  however,  remark,  that  while  acute 
diseases  deserve  commiseration  and  attention  as  much  as  in 


*  1  Yesey  mnd  BeamM*  Ghanoery  Reports,  p.  21. 


tlie  preeedmg  iostoDoeii  there:  are  dso  some  afftetioiis  vhioh 
Bhonld  prevent  or  delftj  the  execution  of  the  higher  pnnidi* 
mente.  Two  of  these  are  so  important  to  he  aeoertained  witli 
oertaintji  that  I  shall  treat  of  them  under  their  respeotiTe 

titles,  TlS.i  PBXGNANOT  AND  INSANITT. 

In  all  easeSi  whether  of  a  civil  or  criminal  nature,  erery- 
ihing  must  depend  on  the  skill  of  the  physician  and  the  oor- 
rectness  of  his  testimony  concerning  the  diseased  person.  Am 
it  18  impossible  to  suggest  specific  rules,  applicable  to  every 
instance  that  may  occur,  so  it  will  be  his  duty  to  study  the 
peculiar  symptoms  and  indications  with  great  attention,  and 
while  he  leans  to  the  side  of  mercy,  avoid  being  deceived  faj 
feigned  representations  of  imaginary  maladies."^ 

II,  Of  dUq'oalificationB  for  military  service. 

In  every  State,  however  despotic,  there  are  certain  classes 
of  individuals  exempted  from  military  duty.  This  is  in  fact 
deemed  indispensable,  even  with  those  who  consider  the  male 
population  merely  as  the  material  for  armies.  There  must 
remain  some  to  renew  the  waste  of  war — some  to  support  the 
women  and  children  of  the  nation,  and  others  to  protect  them 
from  injury. 

The  Jewish  lawgiver,  in  his  statutes,  mentions  several  classes 
who  were  exempted  from  this  duty,  and  in  particular,  all  mar^ 
zied  persons  during  the  first  year  of  their  marriage.f  Similar 
provisions  are  to  be  traced  in  the  laws  or  customs  of  all  coun- 
tries. 

In  the  United  States,  by  a  law  of  Congress,  all  persons 
under  eighteen  years  of  age  and  above  forty-five,  are  exempted* 
The  importance  of  this  regulation  in  time  of  war  is  incalcu- 
lable, since  it  prevents  the  destruction  of  such  whose  strength 
is  not  yet  matured,  as  well  as  of  those  who  are  already  feeling 

*  See  on  this  subject,  Foder^,  toL  ii.  p.  481,  etc. 

f  Deoteronomy,  chapter  xz.  Terses  6,  6,  7 ;  chapter  zzir.  rerse  6.  See 
Michaelis,  toL  iiL  p.  84,  for  an  enumeration  of  the  classes  that  were  ex- 
empted. 
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the  adraneefl  of  age."^  It  is  also  understood  that  there  are 
many  diseases  which  disqualify  or  exempt  from  military  duty, 
but  there  is  no  law  in  which  they  are  specifically  ennmerated. 
In  this  State  the  Bevued  J^atuteM  merely  provide,  that  ^^  Per- 
sons claiming  to  be  exempted  from  enrollment,  by  reason  of 
inability  to  bear  arms,  may  produce  the  certificate  of  a  sur- 
geon or  surgeon's  mate,  as  eyidence  of  such  inability,  but  such 
certificate  shall  not  be  condusire,  nor  shall  it  be  lawful  for 
the  person  gtring  the  same  to  take  any  fee  or  reward  there- 

for/t 
In  the  rery  perfect  military  system  of  France,  where  con^ 

•eription,  or  iuToluntary  enlistment  obtains,  the  attention  of 
the  government  was  directed  at  an  early  period  to  the  import- 
ance of  deciding  with  precision,  what  constituted  an  exemption 
firom  military  duty;  and  definite  rules  on  this  subject  were 
promulgated  soon  after  the  revolution.  A  number  of  Inspec- 
tors-General, vii,,  Coste,  Biron,  Heurteloup,  Yillars,  Parmen- 
tier,  Bmloy,  Imbert,  and  Kanens,  were  constituted  a  council 
of  health  of  the  armies;  and  they  prepared  certain  tables  of 
diseases,  which  partially  or  totally  exempted  from  nuHtaiy 
duty.  This  was  done  during  the  reign  of  the  Directorj, 
(year  VII.  of  the  R^ublic^)  but  they  were  incorporated  into 
the  Code  de  la  Conscription  by  Bonaparte. 

As  this  code  suggests  every  prindple  involved  in  deciding 
upon  the  fitnees  or  unfiiness  of  individuals  for  military  s«rviee| 
it  has  been  thought  advisable  to  present  it  in  thb  connectioii. 


ki»  4ni^«  4W  «dM  «pM  iW  l«fi«UuTt  mam«  w  giT*  kim  tkcir 
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It  18  hardly  probable  that  its  full  reqnirements  will  erer  be 
exacted  in  thia  ooantrj,  bat  it  is  in  principle  applicable  to  oar 
militia  a jstem,  and  can  be  consulted  with  advantage  by  all  who 
have  to  decide  apon  the  efficiency  of  recmits. 

[There  is  reason  to  believe  that  many  citizens  are  disposed 
to  avoid  the  service  which  our  militia  system  imposes  in  time 
of  peace,  and  it  may  be  necessary  to  apply  to  them  the  prin- 
oiplea  of  the  code,  to  secure  full  observance  of  the  law.  Ex- 
perience has,  however,  proved  that  the  contrary  is  true  in  time 
of  war.  Daring  the  war  with  Mexico  the  difficulty  experienced 
by  this  government  was  not  how  to  procure  soldiers,  but  how 
to  dispose  of  the  thousands  who  volunteered  their  servicea. 
The  fear  of  rejection,  more  than  a  sense  of  delicacy,  led  the 
volunteers  to  avoid,  when  possible,  the  examination  required 
by  army  regulations.  Thus  many  whose  youth  would  have 
exempted  them  from  enrollment  obtained  admission  into  the 
army,  and  even  regiments  were  mustered  into  service  under 
instructions  from  the  War  Department  ^^not  to  have  the  men 
naked  when  examined."  (ffenderson  on  the  JExamination  of 
SeeruitM,)  It  is  to  the  non-observance  of  these  rules  respect- 
ing age  and  health,  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  loss  sus- 
tained by  volunteers  is  attributable.  It  is  shown  by  official 
reportij  that  the  loss  of  the  regular  army  in  Mexico,  from  all 
causes,  was  1*95  per  cent,  per  month;  and  that  of  volunteers, 
2*78  per  cent,  per  month.  In  some  volunteer  regiments  the 
loss  by  disease  alone,  (deaths  and  discharges  for  disabilities,) 
amounted  to  5  per  cent,  per  month,  or  60  per  cent,  per 
annum;  the  annual  average  for  the  whole  volunteer  force 
being  25*56  per  cent.  The  loss  of  the  regular  army  from  the 
same  causes  was  1*20  per  cent,  per  month,  or  14*40  per  cent, 
per  annum. — R.  H.  C] 

The  code  includes  two  classes  of  infirmities — ^First,  those 
that  are  so  evident  as  to  imply  absolute  incapability;  to  be 
left  to  the  decision  of  the  municipal  administrations.  Second, 
those  which  are  less  obvious,  and  which  may  occasion  absolute 
or  relative  incapacity;  to  be  carried  up  to  the  central  admi- 
nistration. 


The  cJkers  of  keddi,  in  ^Ting  their  opbuoBy  are  directed 
to  nq^ukte  thfimeelTts  bj  tke  fottoving  taUes: — 
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Table  n.  Infirmities  or  diseoies  which  oecanon  ahsolute  or 
f dative  incapacity  for  military  service^  and  which  are  re- 
ierved  far  the  examination  and  opinion  of  the  central  ad- 
mtniMtration  of  the  department. 

1.  Great  injuries  of  the  skolly  arising  from  considerable 
wonnds,  or  depression,  exfoliation  or  extraction  of  the  bones. 
These  sometimes  occasion  all,  but  commonly  seyeral  of  the 
following  symptoms :  Affection  of  the  intellectual  faculties, 
giddiness,  swimming  in  the  head,  drowsiness,  nervous  or  spas- 
modic symptoms,  frequent  pains  of  the  head.  2.  The  loss  of 
the  right  eye,  or  of  its  use.  This  defect  disqualifies  a  man  for 
serring  in  the  line,  but  does  not  prevent  him  from  being  useful 
to  the  army  in  other  services,  or  in  the  marine.  8.  Fistula 
lachrymalis ;  chronic  ophthalmia,  or  frequent  rheums  in  the 
eyes,  as  well  as  habitual  diseases  of  the  eyelids  or  lachrymal 
passages,  of  such  a  nature  as  obviously  to  injure  the  powers  of 
sight.  4.  Weakness  of  sight;  permanent  defects  of  vision, 
which  prevent  objects  from  being  distinguished  at  the  distance 
necessary  for  the  service  of  the  army ;  short-sightedness ;  night- 
blindness  ;  confusion  of  vision.  In  a  note,  it  is  observed  that 
these  affections  of  the  sight  are  often  difficult  of  decision,  and 
it  is  recommended  to  the  surgeon  to  ascertain  the  effect  of 
glasses  on  the  persons  complaining  of  near-sightedness."^ 
Nyctalopia,  it  adds,  is  rare  in  youth,  and  often  only  tempo- 
rary ;  while  amblyopia,  or  confused  vision,  may  be  known  with 
some  certainty,  when  we  perceive  that  the  pupils  have  changed 
their  diameter,  or  when  they  have  lost  somewhat  of  their  mo- 
bility or  regularity.  This,  however,  is  not  always  present; 
and  in  doubtful  cases  it  is  directed  that  the  testimony  of  ten 
individuals,  not  relatives  of  the  appellants,  should  be  brought, 
affirming  the  existence  of  these  defects.  5.  Deformity  of  the 
nose,  capable  of  impeding  respiration  to  a  considerable  degree; 
ozsena,  and  every  obstinate  ulcer  of  the  nasal  passages  or  pa- 
late ;  caries  of  the  bones,  and  incurable  polypi.  6.  Stinking 
breath  from  an  incurable  cause,  as  well  as  fetid  discharges 

*  S«e  chapter  L  p.  64. 
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from  the  ears ;  and  habitual  transpiration  of  the  same  charae- 
ter,  when  incurable.  Soldiers  who  emit  these  fetid  exhalations 
are  rejected  by  the  corps,  and  repulsed  by  their  comrades.  7. 
Loss  of  the  incisive  or  canine  teeth  of  the  upper  or  under  jaw; 
fistulas  of  the  maxillary  sinuses ;  incurable  deformity  of  either 
jaw  by  loss  of  substance,  necrosis,  or  other  cause  hindering  the 
biting  of  the  cartridge,  impeding  mastication,  or  injuring  the 
speech.  A  person  without  canine  or  incisive  teeth,  cannot  be 
a  soldier  of  the  line,  but  may  be  employed  in  other  services. 
8.  Salivary  fistulas,  and  the  involuntary  flux  of  saliva,  when 
incurable.  9.  Difficulty  of  deglutition,  arising  from  paralysis, 
or  some  other  permanent  injury  or  incurable  lesion  of  the 
organs  employed  in  that  function.  10.  Permanent  and  well* 
established  diseases  of  the  organs  of  hearing,  voice,  or  speechi 
marked  in  degree,  and  capable  of  impeding  their  use  con- 
siderably. As  these  diseases  are  very  doubtful,  and  may  fre- 
quently be  simulated,  it  is  advised  that  testimony  proving  thdr 
existence  should  be  obtained,  and  the  examination  also  should 
be  repeated  for  several  months  at  stated  periods.  An  abso- 
lute or  definite  exemption  need  not  be  given,  as  they  yield  to 
time  and  skill.  11.  Ulcers  and  tumors  of  a  decidedly  scrofu- 
lous nature.  The  symptoms,  of  a  scrofulous  cachexy,  if  there 
be  any,  should  be  stated.  12.  Deformity  of  the  chest,  or 
crookedness  of  the  spine  sufficient  to  impede  respiration,  and 
to  prevent  the  carrying  of  arms  and  military  accoutrements. 

13.  Phthisis  in  the  first  degree ;  confirmed  asthma ;  and  ha- 
bitual, frequent,  and  periodical  spitting  of  blood.  The  state 
of  patients  attacked  with  these  diseases  is  often  evidently  bad, 
and  accompanied  by  circumstances  which  leave  no  doubt;  they 
then  admit  of  an  absolute  dispensation.  Sometimes  they  are 
less  decided,  when  only  a  provisional  judgment  is  to  be  given. 

14.  Irreducible  hernias,  and  those  which  cannot  be  reduced 
without  danger.  15.  Stone  in  the  bladder ;  gravel ;  habitual 
incontinence  or  frequent  retention  of  urine,  as  well  as  severe 
diseases  or  lesions  of  the  urinary  passages ;  fistulas  of  these 
parts,  whether  incurable,  or  requiring  constant  medical  assist- 
ance.   In  a  note,  it  is  remarked  that  retention  of  urine  pro- 
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daces  well-known  symptoma,  which  wOl  guide  to  a  knowledge 
of  the  true  state  of  the  case.  Incontinence  may  be  simulated 
with  less  danger  of  detection;  and  apparently  in  order  to 
troid  the  advantage  that  might  be  taken  of  this,  it  is  directed, 
that  if  the  yonng  man  has,  in  other  respects,  a  healthy  and 
Tigorons  look,  he  may  be  sent  to  the  army  tvithaut  any  inean* 
venienee.  16.  The  permanent  retraction  of  a  testicle;  its 
gtrangnlation  in  the  ring ;  sarcocele ;  hydrocele ;  varicocele ; 
all  severe  affections  of  the  scrotum,  testicles,  or  spermatic 
oords,  known  to  be  incurable.  17.  Ulcerated  hemorrhoids; 
incurable  fistula  in  ano;  periodical  and  incurable  hemorrhoidal 
flux ;  habitual  and  chronic  flux  of  blood  from  the  intestines ; 
habitual  incontinence  of  feces ;  habitual  prolapsus  ani.  These 
ought  to  be  stated  by  able  health  officers,  who  have  for  a  length 
of  time  treated  and  observed  the  patient ;  and  a  provisional 
dispensation  is  only  to  be  given,  until  their  incurability  is  es« 
tablished.  18.  The  total  loss  of  a  thumb  or  great  toe,  of  the 
forefinger  of  the  right  hand,  or  two  other  fingers  of  one  hand, 
or  two  toes  of  one  foot ;  the  mutilation  of  the  last  joints  of 
one  or  several  toes  or  fingers;  the  irremediable  loss  of  motion 
of  these  parts.  These,  although  they  interfere  in  different 
degrees  with  several  parts  of  the  infantry  service,  do  not  unfit 
for  other  duties,  such  as  miners,  sappers,  pioneers,  or  even  for 
cavalry  duty,  if  the  mutilation  of  the  toes  or  right  hand  be 
not  considerable.  If,  therefore,  the  petitioner,  on  account  of 
any  other  mutilation  than  the  loss  of  the  thumb,  is  in  other 
respects  strong  and  of  a  robust  constitution,  he  ought  to  be 
sent  to  the  army.  19.  Incurable  deformities  of  the  feet, 
hands,  limbs,  or  other  parts,  which  impede  marching,  or 
handling  of  the  arms,  or  carrying  the  accoutrements,  or  the 
free  motion  of  any  weapon.  These  may  produce  only  a  rela- 
tive invalidity,  and  hence  the  physical  effects  arising  from 
them  should  be  stated.  20.  Large  and  numerous  varices. 
21.  Cancers  and  ulcers,  which  are  inveterate,  of  a  bad  cha- 
racter, incurable,  or  whose  cure  it  would  be  imprudent  to  at- 
tempt. The  state  of  body  accompanying  them  should  be 
mentioned.     22.  Large  and  old  cicatrices  badly  consolidated. 
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especially  if  they  have  adhesions,  and  are  accompanied  by  tha 
loss  of  substance,  covered  with  crust,  or  attended  with  varices* 
28.  Severe  diseases  of  the  bones,  such  as  diastasis  or  sep»« 
ration,  anchylosis,  caries  or  necrosis,  spina  ventosa ;  osseaus 
tumors,  and  those  of  the  periosteum,  when  considerable,  or  site- 
ated  so  as  to  impede  motion,  and  which  have  been  treated 
without  success.  24.  Diseases  of  the  skin,  when  they  are 
capable  of  communication ;  when  they  are  old,  hereditary,  or 
obstinate,  as  tinea ;  acute,  moist,  and  extensive  herpes ;  obsti^ 
nate  and  complicated  itch;  elephantiasis;  lepra.  In  all  theae 
cases,  a  definitive  dispensation  cannot  be  granted  until  after 
methodical  treatment  by  very  intelligent  officers  of  health  has 
been  continued  in  vain,  or  unless  the  constitution  of  the  patient 
be  obviously  injured.  25.  Decided  cachexy,  of  a  scorbntio, 
glandular  or  other  nature,  known  to  be  incurable,  and  cha* 
racterized  by  evident  symptoms  of  long  standing ;  dropsies 
known  to  be  incurable.  26.  Debility  and  extreme  attenua- 
tion, joined  to  a  diminutive  stature,  or  to  a  very  tall  one,  oat 
of  the  ordinary  proportions.  This  case  requires  great  judg* 
ment  in  deciding  on  it ;  and  it  is  advised  to  adjourn  the  de* 
cision  from  quarter  to  quarter.  ^^  When  a  conscript  has  grown 
very  rapidly ;  when  he  is  tall,  lean,  and  of  slender  make ;  when 
he  has  a  long  neck,  arms,  and  legs ;  and  when  his  breathing 
is  difficult  from  the  least  exercise :  such  an  individual  is  oat 
of  the  question,  until  nature  has  added  in  strength  what  she 
has  hitherto  confined  to  stature.''  27.  Grout;  sciatica;  in- 
veterate  arthritic  and  rheumatic  pains,  impeding  the  motions 
of  the  limbs  and  trunk.  If  these  are  present  in  an  acute  form, 
the  conscript  has  a  right  to  a  provisional  dispensation ;  but  if 
they  be  chronic,  particular  attention  should  be  paid  to  the 
condition  of  the  parts.  Gout  seldom  arrives  at  a  high  degree 
of  obstinacy,  without  leaving  nodosities  and  sensible  contrae- 
tious;  while  protracted  rheumatism  alters  the  form  of  the 
muscles  and  color  of  the  skin,  and  causes  a  wasting  of  the  part 
affected.  The  surgeon  is  warned,  in  cases  where  no  sensible 
appearances  prove  the  existence  of  rheumatism,  not  to  mistake 
a  feigned  for  a  real  disease ;  and  the  following  acute  remark 
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I  Addn]:  "As  U  is  but  just  that  in  some  other  equivocal 

i,  such  as  those  respecting  the  diseases  of  the  breast,  hu-. 

oitj  should  Incline  to  the  conscript's  Bide;  so  with  respeofc  | 

I  p*ios  and  rheumatism  which  are  not  proven,  it  is  equallyt  j 

coper  to  prefer  severity  to  indulgence ;  as  military  exercisi[ 

T  fr^m  aggravating  the  prediapoiition,  if  it  exiit,  will  onlfi 

mtr^mte  to  remove  it."     28,  Epilepsy;  convulsions;  general 

t  partial  convulsive  motions ;  habitual  trembling  of  the  whole 

(dy,  or  of  a  limb;  general  or  partial  palsy;  madness,  and, 

nbecility.     The  surgeon,  in  this  class  of  cases,  is  to  be  par* 

wly  careful  not  to  be  deceived  by  a  simulated  disease,*    . 

t  Such  were  the  rules  devised  for  the  conduct  of  the  inspect-   1 

;  military  surgeon,  in  the  days  of  Napoleon.     They  havt, 

a  followed,  though  with  greatly  diminished  severity,  uiidw 

I  SDCceeding  governments  of  France.  > 

k^Sr.  Marshall  informs  us,  on  the  authority  of  Kirckhoff,  that 

6  regulations  are  very  closely  imitated  in  the  army  of  thft 

of  the   Netherlands.      In    Prussia,  the   army  is   also 

oited   by  involuntary  loWes,    and  every  man,  upon  his 

ichiiig  the  age  of  twenty,  becomes  available  for  the  service! 

t  the  State,  as  a  soldier.     He  is,  however,  exempted  (among 

'  causes)  if  he  is  furnished  with  a  medical  certificate, 

Iting  that  he  labors  under  an  infirmity,  either  permanent  or 

mporary,  disabling  him  from  military  service.     A  list  of 

s  that  disqualify  was  transmitted,  in  1817,  to  the  vari* 

■  military  surgeons,  by  Goercke,  physician -general,  and  chief 

e  military  medical  department  of  the  Prussian  army.     X 

ire  compared  this  with  the  French  tables,  and  find  them  TerjT- 

A  distinction  is,  however,  made  between  the  infantrj^ 

1  rnniry  service,  and  it  is  stated  that  in  the  latter,  the  folg 

ing  do  not  disqualify  for  service: — being  considerably  in- 

' ,  cicatrices  of  ulcers  on  the  legs,  loss  of  a  great  toe,, 

Klerately  deformed  feet,  and  flatness  of  the  soles  of  the  feet. 


■  ■  n«M  r«gnlB(ioii»  are  pnbtiabed  in  Bellac,  p.  S44  to  362;  and  a  traa*' 

m  «f  Ibem,  whlah  t  bxe  uned,  is  oonliuaed  ia  the  Edinburgh  Modioali 

riSvglwl  JouToal,  igt.  li.  p.  188,  elo.  ,  '  t 
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In  garrison  servioe  alsO|  hydrocele,  if  not  very  large;  yarioes 
of  the  legs,  if  not  very  severe ;  a  slight  degree  of  contractiim 
of  the  elbow-joint ;  shortness  of  one  of  the  lower  eztremitiesy 
provided  the  defect  can  be  remedied  by  means  of  a  high-heeled 
shoe;  inguinal  or  femoral  hernia,  if  retainable  by  a  tmai; 
loss  of  any  finger,  except  the  thumb,  and  slight  traces  of 
scrofula  do  not  disqualify** 

In  France  and  Prussia,  armies  are  raised  by  consoription; 
in  England,  by  recruiting.  It  is,  therefore,  well  remarked 
by  Dr.  Marshall,  that  in  the  former  countries  the  regulations 
are  calculated  to  obviate  the  simulation  of  defects,  while  in 
the  latter  they  are  intended  to  prevent  fraud,  through  the 
diasimtUation  of  infirmities. 

Orders  and  instructions  on  this  subject  have,  at  Tarious 
times,  been  issued  by  the  medical  department  of  the  British 
army.f  The  latest  that  I  have  seen,  and  which  are  probably 
still  in  force,  are  dated  July  80,  1880,  and  signed  by  Sir 
James  McGrigor,  M.D.,  director-general  of  the  army  medical 
department.  The  following  are  enumerated  as  the  more  com- 
mon causes,  for  which  a  recruit  should  be  rejected: — feeble 
constitution,  unsound  health,  from  whatever  cause;  indica> 
tions  of  former  disease;  nodes,  glandular  swellings,  or  other 
symptoms  of  scrofula;  weak  or  disordered  intellect;  chronio 
cutaneous  afiections,  especially  of  the  scalp;  severe  injuries  of 
the  bones  of  the  head;  impaired  vision,  from  whatever  cause; 
inflammatory  affections  of  the  eyelids;  immobility  or  irreg- 
ularity of  the  iris;  fistula  lachrymalis;  deafness;  copious 
discharge  from  the  ears;  loss  of  many  teeth,  or  the  teeth 
generally  unsound ;  impediment  of  speech ;  want  of  due  ca- 
pacity of  the  chest,  and  any  other  indication  of  a  liabili^ 
to  pulmonic  disease ;  disease  of  the  heart ;  impaired,  or  inade- 
quate efficiency  of  one  or  both  of  the  superior  extremities,  on 

*  Marshairs  Hints  on  the  Examination  of  Reoruits,  etc.,  p.  49. 

f  For  copies  of  these  orders  and  instructions,  see  the  works  of  Henry 
MarshaU,  Depatj  Inspector-General  of  Army  Hospitals,  <*  On  the  Examioa- 
tion  of  Reomita,"  and  *'  On  the  Enlisting,  Discharging,  and  Pensioning  <rf 
Soldiers."    See  also  Hennen's  Military  Surgery,  American  editioiit  p.  861 


;  fistnia  in  perineo;  impaired  or  inadequate  efficieocj 
or  both  of  the  inferior  extremities,  on  account  of  rari- 
ems,  old  fractures,  malformation,  flat  feet,  pale;  or 
SS8,  contraction,  attenuation,  unequal  length,  bunions, 
ing  or  supernumerary  toes,  ganglions;  ulcers,  or  un- 
eicstrices  of  ulcers,  likely  to  break  out  afresh ;  diseases, 
er  acute  or  chronic,  for  which  medical  treatment  is  re- 
;  and  lastly,  traces  of  corporal  punishment,  which  is 
9d  to  be  an  unqualified  cause  of  rejection. 
medical  officer  is  also  directed  to  attend  to  all  the  cir- 
inces  that  indicate  vigorous  health,  a  capacity  for  exer- 
id  general  efficiency,  such  as  a  proper  proportion  between 
ink  and  limbs ;  a  firm  and  elastic  skin ;  a  healthy  coun- 
:e;  a  lively  eye;  chest  capacious  and  well  formed;  belly 
limbs  muscular;  feet  arched,  and  of  a  moderate  length; 
rather  large  than  small;  teeth  in  good  condition;  voice 

I* 

I  recruit  is  to  be  undressed  before  inspection,  and  is  to 
m  before  the  medical  officer  a  certain  routine  of  actions, 
18  walking,  extending  the  arms,  coughing  while  in  that 
)n,  Btanding  upon  one  foot,  kneeling,  etc.  etc.  A  pro- 
anual  examination  is,  of  course,  made  during  these  exer- 
It  19  also  to  be  ascertained,  whether  he  baa  had  the 
K)x,  or  has  been  vaccinated. 
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they  are  to  bo  re-examined  hj  a  district  staff  surgeon,  or  the 
medical  officer  of  the  regiment  to  which  they  are  sent."^ 

Dr.  Marshall  mentions  some  curious  facts  illustrative  of  the 
necessity  of  great  caution  and  acuteness  in  these  inspections* 
Thus  recruits,  in  order  to  obtain  the  required  height,  have  been 
known  to  glue  pieces  of  buff  to  the  naked  soles  of  the  feet^ 
or  to  rub  cobbler's  wax  among  the  hair.  On  the  contrary,  in 
France,  where  the  object  of  the  conscript  is  a  discharge,  he 
has  endeavored  to  diminish  his  height  by  cutting  off  all  his 
hair,  and  paring  off  the  thick  cuticle  under  the  soles  of  his  feet. 

It  is  recommended  by  our  author,  as  the  most  certain  mode 
of  ascertaining  the  exact  height  of  individuals,  to  measure 

OB  rMching  the  place  where  he  is  to  be  formed  into  a  soldier,  he  mnii  be 
examined  anew  by  the  commanding  officer  and  surgeon. 

**  In  our  army,  the  commandant  never  interferes  except  when,  from  general 
debili(j«  or  obvious  bodily  infirmity,  a  recruit  is  not  equal  to  the  duties  of  a 
mi1ita,ry  life.  The  recruit  is  first  examined  bj  the  surgeon  of  the  distriet 
where  he  is  enlisted,  then  by  ihe  regimental  surgeon  on  joining;  and  ahoaU 
any  difference  of  opinion  take  placc^  the  case  is  referred,  if  near  T^nwiiffn^ 
to  the  medical  board,  or  if  at  a  distance^  to  a  board  specially  called  togethiv 
for  that  purpoi>e.**  ^IVxutr.^ 

*  **  Theee  eaoses  of  incapacity  are  and  always  hare  been  understood. 
THiring  the  heat  of  the  war,  when  levies  of  recruits  t-o  the  amount  of  100  or 
l.V\  often  joine«l  a  regimental  depot  at  a  time,  a  half-wiued  fellow  mi^ 
oometimoF  be  clipped  through,  parucularly  when  the  officers  wished  to  show 
a  S4jyatg  pApM'  muMer,  in  order  to  escape  a  diaagreoabie  duty  at  homo,  and 
be  MSit  on  a  dashing  SM-tice  abroad,  where  there  were  some  hopes  of  pro- 
motion fhorn  that  great  desideratum  of  an  officer,  *  a  bjoody  war  or  a  sie^j 
oeanon  :*  but  these  goT^try  were  got  quit  of  as  spectiiV  as  possible,  wheneror 
they  had  serred  the  purpose  for  m  t.ich  ihc^-  were  enlisaed.  At  present,  wo 
av^  a  grsat  deal  toe  T.ice  a*  t^  our  Torruiidv  in  n-.y  opinion,  as  symmotiy  of 
ftma  is  now  an  indi^ipcnsable  requisirc  for  a  soldier.  lArge.  broad,  or  oplaj 
f^ek  f^  insiMice.  are  at  proven i  inadmissible :  a  rcgulauon  which  aoHnaita 
atoiosi  tr  a  virtual  tvcUrsi^^  of  iht  inhabi:aiitj^  of  :hc  highlands  of  Sooiland 
from  hip  invea>t^  *s  Mcvicr  :  a  M«rx  ice  of  whirh.  according  ir>  themselvet 
and  OiOonei!  T>avid  ^lewari,  of  i>arih.  ihc}  «rr  se  cxcJuscre^  the  an»- 
ments  *    ,  T*»  xi  or  ' 

Those  whe  arc  ouriA«5  or.  ihe  T«nbi<*C!  ^f  W^n  ^"  t'mr  flno;.  and  the  ffit- 
»bih\\  r*«t«ed  b^  ii.  for  n^ilirarj  lift*.  wiV.  «»f  r v:nic:ii  from  Marshall^  last 
v«0<.  'inolndiiig  oHs«<r«iicionT'  bj  t'^oerdro.  jhr  hwii'.  of  :hr  IVumian  mili- 
IMC^    niedicw^.  departmeni/   ii;  FdinbuTgh  XJe.\    and  ^:^    .loumal,  toL 
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them  extended  on  their  backs.  In  52  cases  thus  examined, 
the  perpendicular  was  found  less  than  the  horizontal  height, 
by  an  average  of  i^  of  an  inch. 

Of  57,894  recruits  examined  in  the  Centre  Recruiting  Dis- 
trict, Dublin,  from  Sept.  25th,  1804,  to  Dec.  24th,  1827, 
44,166  were  approved  and  13,728  rejected,  being  a  propor- 
tion of  23*7  per  cent. 

Of  11,735  men  drawn  for  military  duty  in  the  department 
of  the  Seine,  from  1816  to  1823  inclusive,  5,905  were  rejected 
for  the  following  causes : — 

Low  lUture .' 1,488 

Deformitj 1,021 

Infirmities  or  diseases 8,401 

6,905 

If  we  deduct  from  the  total  number  drawn,  those  who  were 
rejected  for  ^^low  stature,"  we  shall  find  that  43*1  per  cent, 
were  incapacitated  for  the  military  service  by  physical  de- 
formities and  disease. 

Some  of  these  tables  possess  an  interest  beyond  their  appli- 
cability to  the  present  subject,  in  consequence  of  indicating 
the  frequency  of  various  diseases.  Thus  in  Dublin  from  1804 
to  1824  inclusive,  out  of  42,740  examined,  10,279  were  re- 
jected for  the  following  causes : — 

Unbeslthy  aspect 1,792 

BcrofWa 881 

Defectire  Yision 441 

Defeetire  hearing 186 

Ulcers  or  cicatrices 1,659 

Varices -— •     816 

Hernia 920 

Fistula 81 

Chronic  cutaneoos  affections 818 

Congenital  deformities 64 

Chronic  enlargement ^  478 

Fracture,  displacement 165 

Malformation ~  898 

Syphilis 291 

Epilepsy 45 

Incontinence  of  urine 12 
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Fatuons  or  insane 67 

Traces  of  oorporal  pnnishment 186 

Paralysis ~  21 

Anomalous ^  264 

Disabled  app«r  extremities ...^  498 

Disabled  lower  extremities -  827 

10,27»* 

The  following  is  a  tabular  yieW|  by  Dr.  Gasper,  of  the  nnm* 
ber  of  men  rejected  under  the  recruiting  system  in  France  in 
1881-82-83,  and  the  diseases  or  defects  under  which  thej 
labored.  The  uniformity  between  the  different  years  is  quite 
remarkable  :-^ 

188L  1882.  1888.* 

Deficiency  of  fingers 752  647  748 

Deficiency  of  teeth 1,804  1,248  1,892 

Deficiency  of  other  limbs 1,605  1,580  1,580 

Deafhess  and  dnmbnese 880  786  726 

Swellings  of  the  glands  of  the  neck.....  1,125  1,281  1,298 

Lameness 949  912  1,049 

Other  deformities 8,000  7,680  8,894 

Diseased  bones 782  617  667 

Netr-sightedness 948  891  920 

Diseases  of  the  eye 1,726  1,714  1,889 

Itch 11  10  10 

Scald  head 749  800  794 

Tetters?  (or  Leprosy) 57  19  29 

Other  skin  diseases 987  988  896 

Scrofula 1,780  1,589  1,272 

Diseases  of  the  chest 561  428  859 

Hernia 4,044  8,579  4,222 

EpUepsy 468  867  842 

Other  diseases 9,168  9,058  10,286 

DebiUty 11,788  9,979  11,259 

Undersixe 15,985  14,962  15,078 

Totals 63,459     58,870     68,658 

Force  of  the  class 295,978  277,477    286,805 

[The  aggregate  of  the  classes  included  in  this  table  being 
859,260,  and  that  of  rejections  185,982,  it  follows  that  21*64 

*  Edin.  Med.  and  Snrg.  Jonmal,  toI.  L  p.  16.  Additional  tables  wHl  be 
found  in  ibid.,  toL  xlii  p.  46 ;  Marshall's  Hints,  p.  187;  London  Med.  and 
Phys.  Jonmaly  toIs.  L  and  lii 
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per  cent,  of  tbe  conscripts  were  pronounced  unfit  for  military 
serrice.  K,  howeyer,  we  deduct  from  tbe  whole  conscription 
the  45,975  ^^ under  size,"  we  have  an  aggregate  of  818,285,  of 
vhom  140,007,  or  17*21  per  cent,  were  rejected  for  defects 
coming  under  the  cognizance  of  the  physician. 

In  regard  to  the  relatively  high  ratio  of  rejections  in  the 
department  of  the  Seine,  as  compared  with  the  Dublin  district, 
(lide  supra,)  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  former  is  in  fact 
the  ci^  of  Paris,  and  that  in  the  latter,  recruits  were  exa- 
mined from  both  town  and  country.  Of  the  former,  the  re- 
jections during  a  period  of  three  years,  according  to  Marshall's 
tables,  averaged  80,  and  of  the  latter  only  8  per  cent.,'  it  must 
be  observed,  that  these  last  were  second  inspections  of  men 
approved  at  subordinate  stations.  The  average  percentage  of 
rejectioDS  in  Great  Britain,  from  1817  to  1887,  calculated 
from  tables  by  the  same  authority,  was,  in  Ireland,  27*4;  in 
Scotland,  27*8;  in  England,  26*2;  mean,  27*1  per  cent. 

It  is  thus  shown  that  the  average  number  of  French  con- 
scripts found  unqualified  for  army  service,  is  less  than  that  of 
English  recruits ;  but  no  definite  conclusion  respecting  the  re- 
lative physical  development  of  the  two  nations  is  to  be  drawn 
from  these  data,  because  the  object  in  France  is  to  secure'the 
service  of  every  one  who  can  legally  be  enrolled,  while  in 
England,  it  is  to  reject  all  concerning  whose  ability  to  per- 
form the  arduous  duties  of  a  soldier  there  is  reasonable 
doubt. 

It  has  been  stated  on  good  authority,  that  in  the  Peninsular 
war  ^^four  out  of  ten  recruits  from  the  agricultural  districts 
died  in  a  few  months,  while  six  out  of  ten  recruits  from  the 
manufacturing  districts  died  in  the  same  period."  ^'To  obtain 
100  men  fit  for  service,  it  was  found  necessary  to  examine  348 
of  the  poorer  classes,  while  the  same  number  was  obtained 
from  193  persons  in  better  circumstances."  ^'Out  of  618 
men  from  manufacturing  towns  in  England,  only  238  were 
approved  for  service." 

In  the  United  States  the  voluntary  system  for  recruiting 
prevails.     The  recruiting  service  for  the  army  is  conducted  by 
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the  AdJQtent-Goienl,  vider  the  dbrectioii  of  die  Secieiij'  of 
Wkr.  The  regBlition^  for  this  hnndi  of  the  nilitarj  scrriee^ 
thovgh  dear  mod  esplieit,  hare  mt  no  time  appiooched,  m  ■!• 
nntciiefis  of  detail,  the  Code  de  tm  Omfmptum^  mod  it  aay 
be  doubted  whether  this  were  neceaBwr,  the  object  bei^  to 
pieTent  the  ai&tment  of  those  who  veie  likelT  to  becoMC  m 
burden  to  the  serriee,  mod  to  get  specdihr  rid  of  those  vko 
might  gain  admission  into  the  annj  br  concealing  phjaical  or 
moral  disabtlities.  Bj  the  r^nlaiioas  now  in  fwce«  the  dnty 
of  deckfing  apon  the  eSciencT  of  a  recrait  depe»is  pRmariilj 
apon  an  examination  bj  one  recraiting  and  one  medical 
Srerr  c^Miaderati^Mi  touching  the  eoooomr  and 
the  ansT  demands  that  this  exanunatacm  be  renr  thocoaigh 


ereiT  paniealar.  ^It  is  tLe  datr  of  the  lenaliLng 
to  be  present  at  the  exam£nat>Mi  of  the  lecncs  bj  iiut 
oScer/*  The  lecrviting  oScer  is  lespansEblfr  tx  At  age, 
rzre*  moral  diaracter.  ^andv  wh:c&  head  are  ciased  aD 
of  puufihmenu  as  D^  deser&^c:  H.  D^  hahcml  dncikard;) 
and  fiNr  the  reeraits  kesag  w\fll  f^K^aeil.  T&e  T^efc^sMi^  of 
the  medical  vvSccf  exiestis  t»  ~aZI  b>ii!T  <ik&<si  a»l  mrntal 
infcmlsf  whic^  wodU  En  asj  war  i5«QmS^  H^  recrais  firaaa 
Mrfc>!r=iia^  tie  iataes  ^^  a  so£&-r."  1^  7e*xa3aii>?tt  e 
ing  the  exasinin.g  szr^^^^  is  i^  f:Cj:ws:  **Il  pa£sEi:x a 
the  n^ixa2  cSder  is  to  exasaEz^f-  Iisl  s^rEjwi :  r.^  se«  that  ha 
has  &ee  nse  cf  all  ris  IbL^:  iL^  ^  c^ess  is  amp&e:  that  Ua 

CrT  akera^  oc  ex:es.sTv>r  cacasriied  ^<^:  a» 
c^^ffiic  c«»nei9«s  a&<^^w:  ibts  lie  kas  itx  leiMcwii  anr 
tssSrc.  x*r  w«HCM  Cu  ii<e  b^ai.  xb&i  star  Trnyr  lis  Sxahiea; 
iZM  hi  is  2>?  a  ino&kari:  is  ^x  siiii;VA  to  cvttwH^sms; 
b&s  »:  irfec^jats  d»M*i<r«  2>cc  axr  :^£iiar  latu  kit  nnfit 
ix  SEi^iiarr  s<rT>Mi.**  T^  a;cc*^TM  tv^cciqb  ^  cnmsfiared 
fr:iiL  n.-^  ;>e&i;rr:<is  tio»  a  3e^NL  wbere^  TV:*  •o^ts  af^  h» 
L  li*  is  ar*5i  3I^;lX»^r  aai  «t;5sa!2T 


i*Cfc:i£iwfL4  :i  zyecrczs  cr3«v^£  £r:i3L  a  Sfccc  t.»*  anr 


aM  amoe  9mc«  «k  ibe  uari  mt  aAer  ass  airiral  aa  in 
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I'ltatioD.     These  several  inspections  are  made  by  the  command- 
■%^  officers  and  surgeons  of  depots  and  stations,  and  recruits 
idged  by  them  to  be  unfit  for  serTice,  must  be  brought  before  I 
^  board  of  inspectors  "composed  of  the  three  senior  regimeu- 
Mil  ofBcers  present  on  duty  with  the  troops,  including  the  com* 
anding  officer,  and  the  senior  medical  officer  present."     In    ' 
ich  case  of  rejection,  the  hoard  is  required  to  state  the  rea-    , 
Ions  therefor  in  a  special  report  to  the  Adjutant-General,  for 
llhe  final  decision  of  the  Department  of  War.     The  board  is 
"Jeo  required  to  report  "whether  the  disability  or  other  cause 
Wfit  rejection  existed  before  enlistment,  and  whether  with  pro- 
Eact  cue  and  examination  it  might  have  been  then  discovered." 
I.Unti]  recently,  when  a  recruit  was  discharged  in  consequence   i 
r  the  non-observance  of  the  regulations  by  the  recruiting  1 
r  examining  surgeon,  the  officer  in  fault  was  charged   ' 
frith  the  UDOUut  of  the  bounty  and  clothing  which  the  recruit 
1  received.     Recruits  are  to  be  "vaccinated  when  it  is  re- 
|iired."* 
The  following  statistical  tables  relating  to  the  recroiting 
ice  in  our  army,  when  considered  In  connection  with  those 
residy  given,  will,  it  ia  believed,  bo  found  of  sufficient  inte- 
t  to  warrant  their  introduction  here.     They  are  condensed 
I  s  somewhat  extended  series  of  "Statistics  of  the  Be- 
ing Service,"  which  form  part  of  an  official  report  re- 
itly  prepared  under  the  direction  of  the  Surgeon- Gen  oral 
t  tlie  Army.f 

■  [*  ni*  epit«m«  of  %noj  regulations  is  subBtituted  for  the  (cxt  of  (he  la*l 
■Ijoa.  for  ibe  purpote  of  giting  the  nilea  lubaequentlj  adupted  and  now 
I.  For  furlber  informiition  on  this  Bubjeol.  reference  ia  made  lo  thfl 
" BegnlalioDB  far  the  Armj  of  the  United  Slates,  IBST;"  lo  ■' Hinta 
B  Uta  Medical  Examination  of  ReoruilB  for  the  Army,  and  on  rhe  Dis- 
j»  of  Soldiers  from  the  SerTice  on  Burgeon's  Cortiricate."  By  ThomM 
L,  M.D.,  Assistant  Surgeon  United  SlateB  Army,  eto.  elo.  A  new 
idlUoa,  rerieed  b;  Richard  H.  Coolidge,  M.U.,  ApEiataat  Surgeon  United 
I  Army.  rhUadelpliim  1850;  and  to  the  "Manual  of  the  Medioal 
r  of  the  Army  of  the  United  StaleB,"  By  Chaa,  8.  Tripler,  M,D., 
n  Cniled  Stales  Army,  etc.  etc.  CiocinnaU.  1858.— tt,  H.  C] 
^  8tatlaUMl  Report  on  the  Sickness  and  Mortality  in  the  Army  of  the 
idSCftWti  eom|nled  from  tlio  records  of  Iho  Surgean-Oenoral's  otfioe: 
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The  report  shows  that  the  persons  who  seek  enlistment  in 
time  of  peace  are  principally  newly  arrived  immigrants,  the 
idle,  the  improvident,  and  those  who  are  broken  down  by  bad 
habits  and  dissipation.  In  illustration  of  this,  statistics  of 
recruits  enlisted  and  rejected  in  1852  are  given,  of  which  a 
summary  is  here  presented : — 

Examined,  16,064.  Rejected,  13,388.  Enlisted,  2,726,— 
or  16*9  per  cent. 

0AU8B8  OF  RBJECTIOK. 

Minors ~ 8,162 

Under  die 1,806 

Over  ftge 782 

Moral  ditabiUty 106 

Iniempertnoe 1,966 

Malformed 248 

Unsound  constitution ,^.     680 

Menua  dlsabiHtjr 16 

Impaired  rision ^     114 

Impaired  hearing 65 

Ruptured ^     814 

Varicose  Teins 1,071 

Letter  D.  branded ^ 51 

Extreme  ignorance 82 

Married^ 657 

Cannot  speak  English 2,484 

Although  in  time  of  peace  the  majority  of  recmits  are  for- 
eigners,  the  reverse  occurs  in  time  of  war.  Of  5,000  enlisted 
in  1850  and  1851,  1,484  were  Americans,  and  8,516  were 
foreigners,  while  of  the  same  number  enUsted  during  the  war 
with  Mexico,  1,861  were  foreign  born,  and  3,639  were  natiyes 
of  this  country. 

The  tables  which  foUow,  show  to  some  extent  the  distribu- 
tion of  diseases  and  malformations  among  nations  and  trades. 


eMbraeing  a  period  of  sixteen  jears,  fVom  January,  1989,  to  Janoarj,  1866w 
Pftpared  under  the  direction  of  BreT«l> Brigadier  General  Thomas  Lawwm» 
Siurfeoa-Qeaerml  Cniled  Suite  Aimj,  bjr  Ricliard  H.  CooUdge,  M.D.,  Aa- 
iialaal  Surgeon  Tailed  Sut«  Axmj.  \jSm^  iXniawf,  Xo.  9e»  nirij- 
FiMiik  Cwgrtao^  ftni  aaarioa.) 


nwiOALiniira  disubk. 


iu 


The  first  table  gives  the  causes  of  rejection  iu  5,000  instacces; 
dM  second,  the  cause  and  number  of  rejections  in  8,000  per- 
iDiiB  examined;  1,000  in  each  trade  specified. 


Not  robust,  too  slender 

Duonnd  uiil  broken  down  oonBtitutiona.. 

Qanaral  DafilDeis 

Inbecilitr.  unsouad  mind 

EpncpBj- 

Iniempcrkooa  and  bad  hablta - 

Bemik,  and  lai  abdominal  ringa..  — 

Varicose  reins  and  Taricoaele. 

HMnorrhoids 

ajpbilis 

BotHMThiea 

LoM  of  teetb 

Dnequal  length  of  limbs _ 

Sanoral  mallbrnialion 

UaUbrmalioD  ottngete,  toea,  and  feet_.... 
HaUbrmed  and  contracted  chest 


[ne«ra 

Soitre 

beltcnand 
Dbeuij 


Defeotite  speech,  etammering. .. 


total 1000  1000  JOOO  1000  1000  0000 


U4 
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Not  robust 

nnsauDil  aonstitation 

Imbaailit; 

Inteinp«raaee »... 

Lai  ■bdominftl  rings 

Hernia 

Tarioose  veins 

Hemorrhoids 

8jphili»and  gonorrbiBa... 

Ijoss  of  teeifa - 

HalformalioiiB,  general 

HalTormatlona  of  ebesL. ... 
Ii^uries,  fousturet,  eto_.,. 

Tunora 

Diseases  of  bones 


fill: 


"         "  eyes  

Defeotive  hearing 

tnceralions 

Diseise  of  abdomen... 
Letter  D 

Total 488  427  418  420  868  367  8S9  S2S 

R.  H.  C] 
The  following  regulation  is  in  force  in  the  Becmiting  Ser- 
vice of  the  NftVj:  "The  surgeon  or  other  medical  officer  irho 
may  be  appointed  to  examine  persons  offering  to  enter,  oi 
upon  their  first  joining  a  receiving  or  other  vessel  after  en- 
listment, shall  not  certify  to  the  fitness  of  any  person,  nnlea 
he  shall  be  of  sound  mind,  possess  the  power  of  seeing  and 
heaiing  distinctly,  and  have  no  serious  impediment  of  speech; 
have  the  free  use  of  his  muscles  and  joints;  the  proper  lue  of 
his  hands  and  feet ;  be  free  from  external  and  internal  tmnois, 
and  £rom  all  cutaneous  diseases  and  chronic  olccrs;  nor  if  hifl 
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appearance  indicates  the  presence  of  or  danger  from  consump- 
tion, scrofula,  or  dangerous  diseases  from  the  effects  of  intem- 
perance or  other  causes;  nor  if  known  to  be  subject  to  epi- 
lepsy or  similar  diseases/' 

The  yagueness  and  imperfections  of  this  last  are  severely 
commented  upon  by  Dr.  Buschenberger,^  and  particularly 
the  exclusion  in  consequence  of  cutaneous  disease  of  any 
kind,  and  of  internal  tumors.  Nor  is  the  direction  as  to  the 
liability  to  disease  from  various  causes  less  exceptionable. 
The  regulations  in  question  were  drawn  up  by  a  Board  qf 
OaptaiM  in  the  Navy. 

The  only  other  American  publication  with  which  I  am  ao- 
quiunted,  is  a  report  made  by  the  late  Dr.  Samuel  L.  Mitchill, 
then  surgeon-general  of  the  militia  of  this  State,  to  his  Excel- 
lency Governor  Clinton,  and  communicated  to  the  legislature 
at  their  session  in  ISlQ.f  The  bodily  disabilities  for  military 
service  are  arranged  by  Dr.  Mitchill  into  classes,  with  refer- 
ence to  various  parts  of  the  body.  The  diseases  enumerated 
by  him  are,  however,  all  included  in  the  tables  that  have  been 
quoted,  and  it  is  therefore  not  necessary  to  repeat  them. 

I  have  met  with  some  adjudications  under  the  militia  law  of 
Massachusetts,  which  it  may  be  proper  to  mention.  They 
were  made  in  consequence  of  appeals  from  justices  of  the 
peace  to  the  supreme  court.  In  one,  the  individual  was  fined 
because  he  had  not  a  surgeon's  certificate,  countersigned  by 
the  commanding  officer, — although  he  offered  to  prove  then 
by  the  surgeon  of  the  regiment,  that  he  was  infirm  and  not 
capable  of  doing  military  duty.  The  court  held  that  he 
should  have  been  allowed  to  prove  his  disability,  although  he 
had  no  certificate.  The  law  has  reference  to  an  exemption 
for  a  term  of  time,  and  not  for  one  day.| 

*  Marshall,  on  the  Enlisting,  Discharging,  and  Pensioning  of  Soldiers, 
seeond  edition,  (reprinted  in  Dunglison's  American  Library,)  with  the  Be- 
golations  for  the  Recruiting  Sernce  in  the  Army  and  Nayy  of  the  United 
States;  and  a  Preface.  By  W.  S.  W.  Ruschenberger,  BID.,  Surgeon  United 
States  Nayy,  etc.    8to.,  PhUadelphia,  1840. 

f  Assembly  Journal  for  1819,  p.  25. 

X  Howe  t'.  Gregory,  1  Massachusetts  Reports,  81. 


116  0I8QUALIFTINa  DISBASK* 

In  another,  the  surgeon  gaye  a  certificate  in  1807,  that  the 
soldier,  by  a  wound  in  the  left  hand,  had  his  thumb  and  fingers 
rendered  useless,  and  is  unable  to  perform  militarj  seryice* 
The  captain  on  this  discharged  him  for  life.  He  was  now, 
(1808,)  nearly  two  years  subsequent,  fined  for  not  appearing. 
The  court  determined  that  this  was  not  necessarily  an  excuse 
for  life,  but  that  the  justice  before  whom  he  is  sued  may  in- 
quire whether  the  disability  continues.  "*" 

I  cannot  conclude  this  section  without  recommending  that 
tables  founded  on  those  which  I  have  given  should  be  pr^ 
pared  for  the  use  of  surgeons,  and  that  they  should  be  en- 
joined to  grant  certificates  according  to  their  specifications, 
and  be  obliged  to  report  to  a  superior  authority  all  cases  not 
coming  within  them. 

As  to  certificates,  I  have  already  stated  that  in  this  State, 
"no  fee  or  reward  is  to  be  taken  for  them." 

By  the  French  Law,  "all  officers  of  health  and  others  con- 
victed of  having  given  a  false  certificate  of  infirmities  or  disa- 
bilities, or  of  having  received  presents  or  gratifications,  shall 
be  punished  by  not  less  than  one,  or  more  than  two  years 
imprisonment;  or,  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  800,  nor  more 
than  1000  francs."t 

In  cases  of  discharges  for  various  disabilities,  and  where 
the  possession  of  these  entitles  the  holder  to  pensions  or 
gratuities,  it  is  evident,  that  much  care  must  be  taken  to 
prevent  imposition.  Here,  however,  the  directions  given  in 
the  remarks  on  feigned  diseases,  are  more  particularly  appli- 
cable. J: 

*  Commonwealth  v.  BUbb,  9  Massachusetts  Reports,  822.  See  also  ih% 
same  vol.,  pp.  11,  466,  640. 

f  Edin.  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  yoI.  y!.  p.  189. 

X  The  reader  will  find  in  every  page  of  Marshall,  the  great  caution  that 
it  is  requisite  to  pursue  in  the  English  service,  previous  to  granting  these. 
In  the  Austrian  service,  several  medical  boards  sit  in  succession,  in  judg- 
ment on  each  other,  before  the  soldier  is  discharged,  and  they  are  held 
responsible  for  errors,  and  may  be  called  upon  to  refund  the  amount  of  any 
expenses  that  have  thereby  been  incurred.  Marshall,  quoted  in  Medioo- 
Chirurgical  Review,  voL  xxi  p.  260. 


CHAPTER   III. 

IMPOTENCE  AND  STEBILITT. 

Lftira  of  Tmrious  countries  oonceming  impotence  as  a  cause  of  diYoro^-^ 
Roman  law— Canon  law — ^Ancient  French  law — Napoleon  code — ^English 
law.  Causes  of  impotence  in  the  male — absolute— curable — accidental 
or  temporary.  English,  French,  and  Scotch  law  on  accidental  causea  as 
affecting  paternity.  Banbury  peerage  case.  Diseases  that  may  prodnea 
temporary  impotence.  Causes  of  impotence  in  the  female — ^incurable 
and  curable.  Causes  of  sterility — incurable  and  curable.  Notice  of  Eng- 
lish law  cases,  where  impotence  was  presented  as  a  case  of  diyorce.  Law 
of  the  State  of  New  Tork  on  this  subject— cases— in  other  States. 

A  KNOWLEDGE  of  this  Bubject  may  become  necessary  in 
Tirions  ways  before  judicial  tribunals.  An  indiyidual  accused 
of  committing  rape,  has  been  known  to  plead  that  he  was  phy- 
sically incapacitated;  while  the  legitimacy  of  children  has 
been  contested  on  a  similar  plea.  These  examples  are  suffi- 
cient to  show  the  necessity  of  a  brief  notice  of  the  physical 
signs  of  impotence,  even  were  they  not  connected  with  the 
subject  of  divorce. 

The  laws  of  Moses,  and  afterwards  the  Roman  law,  per- 
mitted divorce  at  the  pleasure  of  either  party.  The  Christian 
law,  however,  declares  marriage  to  be  indissoluble;  and  Justi- 
nian legislating  on  this  principle,  was  the  first  monarch  who 
prescribed  the  mode  of  obtaining  divorce  by  law,  and  at  the 
same  time  promulgated  statutes  as  to  impotence.  He  ordained 
that  if  the  imbecility  continued  for  two  years  after  marriage, 
(which  period  was  afterwards  enlarged  to  three  years,)  the 
female  should  be  entitled  to  a  divorce.* 


*  Ck>de  Justinian,  lib.  r.  tii  17. 
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We  are  informed  that  it  was  not  until  the  twelfth  century 
that  this  jurisprudence  came  into  general  use.  The  canon 
laW)  under  which  these  cases  were  judged,  always  desired  (at 
least  in  practice)  that  the  defect  should  be  shown  to  have  ex- 
isted before  marriage ;  and  that  after  its  celebration,  a  certain 
period  of  time  should  have  elapsed  before  a  complaint  was 
entertained,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  the  impotence  was 
absolute,  or  only  accidental.  These  dispositions  of  the  canon 
law  were  adopted  into  the  civil  law  of  ancient  France ;  and 
many  arrSts  of  parliament  have  admitted  the  plea  of  impo- 
tence, and  dissolved  marriages  of  eight,  twelve,  and  even  four- 
teen years'  standing.  Accidental  impotence,  however,  in  the 
sense  I  shall  hereafter  define  it,  was  never  deemed  a  just  cause 
of  divorce  by  any  of  these  tribunals.  In  1759,  the  parliament 
of  France  refused  the  application  of  a  female,  whose  husband 
had  been  declared  impotent  during  his  first  marriage,  on  the 
principle  that  at  his  second  nuptials,  several  years  after,  the 
physicians  declared  that  he  appeared  to  be  cured  of  his  disease.* 

The  Napoleon  code  does  not  expressly  declare  that  absolute 
and  incurable  impotence  is  a  dissolving  cause  of  marriage; 
but  the  course  of  legal  proceedings  under  it  leads  to  this  con-* 
elusion.  The  court  of  appeals  at  Treves,  in  1808,  in  the  case 
of  a  female,  directed  that  she  should  be  visited  by  medical 
men,  who  were  to  report  to  that  tribunal  whether  the  supposed 
injury  occurred  before  or  after  marriage,  and  whether  it  was 
remediable.f 


*  Foder^,  Tol.  i.  p.  861.  It  will  astonish  those  who  have  not  attended  to 
this  subject,  to  learn  that  there  was  a  period  in  French  jurisprudence  whea 
actual  congress  was  a  judicial  proof  in  cases  of  impotence.  At  first  it  waa 
conducted  in  a  private  manner,  but  afterwards  became  shamelessly  publitt. 
This  prevailed  from  the  thirteenth  century  until  the  year  1677,  when  it  wai 
solemnly  abolished,  in  consequence,  as  it  would  seem,  of  the  case  of  the 
Marquis  Do  Langley.  His  wife  declared  him  impotent ;  the  congress  was 
ordered,  but  without  success ;  and  his  marriage  was  annuUed  in  1669.  He 
married  again,  and  had  seven  children.  (Diotionnaire  des  Sciences  MedioaleSi 
art.  CongTM,  by  Marc;  Mahon,  vol.  i.  p.  70.) 

f  Foder^,  vol.  i.  pp.  862, 868.  Devergie,  and  with  him  are  several  lawyers 
and  physicians,  is  of  opinion  that  impotence  is  not  a  legal  cause  of  divoroe 
by  the  French  code,  and  that  the  court  have  not  the  power  to  make  the 


IMPOTENCE   AND   BTERILrrr. 


119 


I  The  law  of  England,  as  laid  down  by  Blackstone  and  his 
iditor,  is  as  followa :  a  total  divorce  is  given  whenever  it  ia 
roved  that  corporeal  imbecility  existed  before  the  marriage. 
1  this  case  the  connection  is  declared  to  have  been  null  and 
pHd,  ah  initio.  Imbecility  may,  however,  arise  after  maF> 
;  but  it  will  not  vacate  it,  because  there  waa  no  fraud  in 
!  original  contract,  and  one  of  the  ends  of  marriage,  the 

ration  of  children,  may  have  been  answered.* 
There  is,  however,  one  case  on  record  which  was  decided  on   , 
y  different  principles.     I  refer  to  that  of  the  Earl  of  Essez^  | 
It  the  reign  of  James  I.     His  countess  transferred  her  affeoJ  f 
!  to  the  royal  favorite,  Viscount  Rochester,  (afterwardc  J 
ul  of  Somerset ;)  and  being  desirous  of  a  divorce,  complained  I 
Ktbat  her  husband  woe  impotent.     She  deposed,  that  for  ths  1 
El9>ace  of  three  years  they  had  lain  together,  and  during  thai  ( 
ifbtie  ho  had  repeatedly  attempted  to  have  connection  with  her^ 
thout  success.     She  also  stated  that  she  was  still  a  virgin; 
Kd  several  peeresses  and  matrons,  who  were  directed  to  exi 
Rune  her,  corroborated  this  statement,  although  it  is  men- 
med  that  she  substituted  a  young  female  of  her  own  age  and 
btnre  in  her  place  during  the  examination.     She  was  also 
ronoanced  to  be  well  fitted  for  having  children.     The  earl, 
t  his  answer,  admitted  his  inability  to  know  her ;  while  he 
I  his  impotence  as  to  other  females,  and  insinuates  hi0   I 
f  of  her  incompetency  for  copulation.     After  the  exami* 
■tioo  of  numerous  witnesses,  objections  were  raised  by  Abbot, 
e  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  one  of  the  king's  delegates 
B  this  trial,  on  the  propriety  of  dissolving  the  marriage  on 
!i  grounds;  to  which  the  king  vouchsafed  an  angry  reply, 
t  ns  finally  decided,  by  the  vote  of  seven  delegates,  (Gve 
hriog  absent,  and  not  consenting,}  that  the  marriage  should 

G.     Tb«  tntenllon  of  this  Dmission,  according  lo  him,  wns  to 
d  a  r«p«tiiion  of  the  scandblous  scenes  of  rormer  timci.     The  article  of 
•  code,  180,  is  at  best  equiToaal.    I  giv-o  it  ia  the  oripnaL     "  Lorsqu'il  f 
D  ffmtr  itiiiu  la  perionnt,  le  marriage  ne  peut  etre  nttnqufe  que  par  celul 

I  cpou  iiui  a  Hi  induil  en  eTreur."  {Deveri/it,  tol.  i.  p.  3S4.} 
*  BlaekMoae'e  Coaunentaries,  v>lh  nolea  bj  ChiialioD,  tdI.  i.  p.  440. 
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be  diMoIyed,  And  the  partiee  aUowed  to  eontract  new  marriage 
ties.* 

The  caoses  of  impotence  hare  been  yarioDsly  dmded  bj 
different  writera ;  but  I  conceive  that  I  shall  be  best  enabled 
to  give  a  comprehensive  view  of  them,  by  adopting  the 
arrangement  of  Foder^  into  absolute^  curablej  and  aeeidetUdl 
or  temporary. 

We  shall  first  notice  those  in  the  male. 

The  absolute  caoses  of  impotence,  or  those  for  which  there 
is  no  known  relief,  principally  originate  in  some  malconfor- 
mation  or  defect  in  the  genital  organs,  and  these  may  be  ather 
natural  or  artificial.  To  this  class  we  refer  the  following  an 
absolute  want  of  the  penis.  Cases  are  frequently  met  with  in 
medical  works,  where  it  is  stated  that  the  ureters  were  found 
terminating  in  the  perinseum,  or  above  the  os  pubis.  Foderd 
observes  that  he  cured  a  young  soldier  of  incontinence  of  urinOy 
in  whom  there  was  a  fleshy  excrescence,  like  a  button,  in  the 
place  of  the  penis,  and  at  which  the  ureters  terminated:  the 
testicles  were  well  formed.  Many  cases  are  also  on  record  of 
the  penis  being  impervious.t 

*  HargraTe*B  State  Trials,  yoL  i.  p.  815.  See  also  note  1  in  the  Appen- 
dix to  Tol.  yiii. ;  being  a  narratiye  of  the  proceedings  on  the  trial,  drawn 
op  bj  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  In  the  speech  which  he  intended  to 
haTe  dellTered  on  giring  his  opinion,  he  relates  the  case  of  one  Bnrj,  triad 
in  1561.  His  wife  cited  him  before  the  ecclesiastical  court  on  the  ground  of 
impotence ;  and  the  physicians  deposed  that  he  had  but  one  testicle,  and 
that  no  larger  than  a  bean.  The  want  of  access  was  also  proYod.  A  sen- 
tence of  diYX>rce  accordingly  passed.  After  some  time,  Bury  married  again, 
and  had  a  son  by  his  second  wife.  A  question  arose,  after  the  lapse  of  some 
years,  whether  the  oiTspring  was  legitimate ;  and  it  was  decided  that  tk§ 
second  marrioffe  w€U  utterly  void,  because  the  ecclesiastical  court  had  been 
deceiyed  in  the  opinion  they  had  giyen  on  the  impotency  of  Bury.  (Page  2S 
of  the  Appendix.) 

f  A  most  Yaluable  and  learned  essay  on  this  subject  may  be  found  in  the 
Edin.  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  toL  i.  pp.  48  and  182,  entitled,  «An  attempt 
toward  a  ^stematie  account  of  the  appearances  connected  with  that  mil" 
conformation  of  the  urinary  organs,  in  which  the  ureters,  instead  of  ter- 
minating in  a  perfect  bladder,  open  externaUy  on  the  surface  of  the  abdoment 
by  Andrew  Duncan,  Junior,  M.D."  See  particularly  Matthew  Ussem's 
uid  page  64,  on  the  genital  organs  of  the  aale. 


IMPOTENCE   AND    STERILITY. 


I(  In  addition  to  this,  have  been  enumerated  an  amputation 
t  the  virile  organ — a  scirrhoiis  or  paralytic  state,  induced  bin 


r.  DnDcao  cDumeralas  19  eniei,  of  irhich  41  are  of  the  male  and  8  of  thv 
The  roltowing  may  be  added  to  bia  catalogue :  1,  2.  Tro  cases  tig 
r.  llaitland,  or  BUckburn.  LanaasliirD.     In  aoe,  the  urelere  (erminate  ia;  I 
pftiogoid  tumor,  al  the  lower  pari  of  the  abdomen — testicUe  in  each  groin^    f 
■n  inch  long,  and  imperforate.     la  Ihe  other,  the  ureters  end  in  if   ] 
1  the  pabic  Tegioo— penii   imperforate — testicles  naliiral,   (Edin- 
1  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  toI.  ixt.  p.  31.)     S.  B;  Dr.  Vomon,  in  ft 
tild— the  ufcial  lumor,  (ibid.,  lol.  iitii.  p.  81.)     4.  B;  I>r.  Palmel,  of 
UMboiroiigh.  MaiBachDseita.     The  child  was  liviiig,  aged  two  monlhi,  ia' 
ncnber,  1S36,  (DosIob  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  vol.  iv.  p.  ST7.)     5.  A'    ' 
■a  ijiioted  from  thcGaxette  ModJcale  of  Ma;.  l^SS.     Pierre  L.  Vallee,  agvdt  i 

I  7**n,  (LoodoD  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  toI.  tII.  p.  634.)     6,  A  e. 
f  VelpesD,  in  Memoirs  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Medicine,  »ol.  iii.;  Edin^   I 

L  and  Surg.  Journal,  lol.  xlviii.  p.  44<>. 

'  Addilioaal  oases  are  gireu  h;  Dr.  Schmilt,  of  Wuribnrg,  in  his  essay  ni- 

MgP&lUl  Defioienc;  of  Ihe  Urinary  Bladder,  183G,  (Amer.  Journal  Medi 

I,  *oL  XX.  p.  183 ;)  by  Dr.  Handyaide,  (with  a  figure.)  in  Edinburgll 

I  BuTg.  Journal,  toI.  Iii.  p.  422,     This  is  a  curious  cano.     The  («•• 

■  ar«  at  tha  natoral  siio.     The  glans  penis  alone  is  perceptible,  an  inch 

tug,  claft  and  ifflperforato ;    Mr.  Earle,  ibid.,  zii.  p.  T97;  by    ' 

L  Ai^nt  and  Curtis,  Lnncet,  N.  S.,  toI.  ixtL  pp.  229,  SUO ;   hy  Dr^    ' 

.,  ToL  ziTJ.  p.  937,  and  to],  xiii.  p.  374,  Disseoliooj    Hr. 

m,  Londoo  Med.  Oaielte,  toI  iiviii.  p.  791  ;    Dr.  Msgee.  of  Pal- 

1,  Kcw  Jctmj,  of  a  female,  New  York  Lancet,  toI.  i.  p.  225. 

«  an  three  American  cases  which  liaie  been  daacribe<l  and  figured. 

o  al  New  York,  where  the  indiTidual  di(?d  in  the  Stale  I'riaou  ift 

i,  aged  aZ  years.     There  was  a  Seshy  masa  in  the  pubic  region,  and  th« 

a  lerBinated  in  this.     The  penis  was  imperforate  and  about  an  inch 

ictes  large  and  well  formed.     The  indiridual  repeatedly  statad 

It  hit  «*ncnal  dc^rea  were  violent.   Plktea  of  (his  ease,  with  description*, 

B  by  Dts.  Duoacbet  and  Charles  Drake,  (Medical  Recorder,  toL  iiL 

l^tlB.  uiil  Kew  Tork  Med.  and  Phys.  Joornal,  vol.  t.  p.  44.'!,)     Another  baa 

■Bdaacribed  and  figured  by  Dr.  Hay  ward,  of  Boston.    This  inditiduDleaoM 

0  tha  MaMMhtuelU  Oeneral  HoGpital,  in  June,  1832.     lie  waa  a  native 

t  the  State  of  Maine,  aged  21,  and  in  good  health.     There  was  nn  OTal 

B  lumiir,  tit  inches  in  oircumference  at  the  base,  and  projecting  one 

ad  a  qaarUr  from  the  abdomen,  directly  over  the  ordinary  place  of 

I*  ajvphyids  pubis.     The  ureters  terminated  in  I  bis,  and  the  urine  passed 

II  ift  drop*.    The  penia  waa  short,  only  two  inches  long, — measuring  Ht« 
»  In  oiraumforence  al  iis  root,  partly  divided  and  united  at  Ihe  undtf 

*  iwlj.     The  t«eles  were  perfect.     He  has  aeiual  desire,  and  when 
T  th«  ]DlliMn«e  of  it,  the  penis  becamea  erect,  aud  sometimea  a  dia- 
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injiirj  to  the  nerves  or  muscles  of  the  parts — and  an  nnnatural 
perforation  of  the  penis ;  or,  in  other  words,  the  extremity  of 
the  canal  of  the  urethra,  terminating  at  some  place  other  than 
its  natural  situation.  When  this  happens  on  the  upper  part, 
it  is  styled  EpUpadias^  when  below.  Hypospadias.  We  shall, 
however,  see  that  it  would  be  unsafe  to  consider  all  or  most  of 
these  as  absolute  causes  of  impotence.  Thus,  Fiazzoni  relates 
a  case  where  both  the  corpora  cavernosa  were  destroyed,  but 
as  the  canal  of  the  urethra  was  preserved,  the  act  could  be 
performed.*  So  al^o  with  the  varieties  in  the  termination  of 
the  urethra.  Belloc  says  that  he  knew  a  person  at  Agen,  in 
whom  the  orifice  was  at  the  bottom  of  the  frsenum,  and  who 
had  four  children  resembling  their  parent,  and,  what  is  stSl 
more  remarkable,  two  of  them  had  the  same  malconformatioiu 
The  possibility  of  impregnation  may  therefore  depend  on  the 
distance  to  which  the  orifice  is  thrown  back.f 


charge  of  seminal  fluid  takes  place  firom  the  ureters.  Dr.  Hajward  sttftM 
that  one  other  case  of  this  kind  has  come  under  his  obserration,  but  he  had 
not  an  opportunity  of  examining  it  minutely.  {Botton  Med,  Moffasme^  toL  L 
p.  91.) 

The  third  occurred  to  Dr.  Dunglison,  in  Philadelphia,  and  is  figured  bj 
Dr.  Duffee.  It  resembles  in  most  of  its  characters  the  cases  aboTS  i«- 
corded.  The  individual  was  about  eight  years  old,  and  dressed  in  femalt 
attire,  (American  Med.  Intelligencer,  vol.  i.  p.  138.)  Another  case  is  m«i* 
tioned  by  Dr.  Pancoast,  (ibid.,  toI.  i.  p.  147.)  Boston  Med.  and  Smg. 
Journal,  toI.  xUt.  p.  229,  case  by  Dr.  Ayer,  of  Boston. 

*  Paris  Med.  Jurisprudence,  toI.  i.  p.  205.  A  case  is  related  by  Mr.  Hnd 
in  the  London  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  vol.  iy.  p.  828,  in  which  the  patient^ 
after  suffering  seyere  disease,  such  as  phagedenic  inflammation,  with  Um 
formation  of  excrescences,  was  relieyed  by  complete  amputation.  There 
was  ouly  a  very  small  protrusion  of  the  organ  on  pressure,  yet  he  had,  tab- 
sequent  to  this,  two  children. 

f  Belloc,  p.  50.    I  will  mention  in  this  place,  the  oases  I  haye  noUeed, 
and  whether  they  were  impotent  or  not. 
Hypogpadiat — a  case  is  mentioned  by  Zacchias,  AruitfUL 
Dr.  Ilosack — the  same.  (New  York  Med.  and  Phys.  Journal,  toI.  ii.  p.  1%) 
Dr.  Dewees — the  same.  (Coxe*s  Medical  Museum,  yol.  i.  p.  166.) 
Mr.  Sy me — ^the  same.  (Edinburgh  Medical  and  SuiQ^cal  Journal,  toI. 
p.  243.) 

Frank  has  seen  a  case  transmitted  through  three  generations.    Kopp 
a  peasant  near  Ilanau,  with  five  ohildrgi,  in  whom  the  opening  wai  11} 
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The  inability  to  propel  the  semen  out  of  its  vessels,  is  fre- 
quently to  be  considered  as  an  absolute  cause ;  but  generally 
it  is  a  curable  one.*  I  mention  it,  however,  in  this  place,  for 
the  purpose  of  stating,  that  in  several  instances  of  this  nature, 
there  have  been  found,  after  death,  a  diseased  state  of  the 
prostate  gland,  or  extensive  strictures  of  the  urethra. 

Hnas  from  the  extremity  of  the  gUns.  (Diet,  dee  Seienoes  Med.,  toL  xxili., 
crt.  HypotprndiUy  where  other  caiee  are  cited;  alfo  toL  xxi?.,  art  Iw^p^h' 

The  case  of  Dr.  Schweikard,  in  the  same  work,  art.  ffermaphrodisme^ 
donbtleee  belongs  here.  **  At  the  root  of  the  glane  was  an  oYal  opening ; 
this  was  the  urethral  orifice  through  which  the  urine  passed.  This  maa 
had  se?eral  children."  (Ibid.,  vol.  xxi.  p.  96.) 

Dr.  Gonther — two  cases,  fruitful.  (London  Medical  Repository,  toI.  xxt. 
p.  186.) 

*<  I  know  an  indiyidual,  the  father  of  a  very  fine  child,  marked  strongly 
with  the  paternal  resemblance,  and  in  his  person,  the  urethra  opens  in  the 
corpus  spongiosum,  between  one  or  two  inches  from  the  glans."  (Dr.  BUm- 
dtU,  m  L&neet,  N.  S.,  toI.  li.  p.  771. 

For  other  cases,  in  persons  below  the  age  of  puberty,  see  Edin.  Med.  and 
8arg.  Jonm.,  toI.  xxxii.  246 ;  Littel's  Monthly  Journal  Foreign  Med.,  toL  1. 
p.  1S9. 

London  Med.  Gasette,  toI.  xiii.  p.  878,  a  case  of  hjrpospadias,  cured  by 
Dupaytren. 

EptapadioB — ^much  rarer  than  hypospadias.  The  commandant  of  the  depot 
for  the  examination  of  recruits  at  Paris  has  not  noticed  one  case,  among 
00,000  inspected.  Dr.  Baron,  also  of  great  experience,  has  met  with  800 
eases  of  hypospadias  and  two  only  of  epispadias.  (Bulletin  de  L'AcademU 
Royale  de  Paris,  Tol.  ix.  p.  68. 

Case*. — Dr.  Marchal,  (De  CaWi.)  The  penis  when  erect  is  about  two 
inches  long.  The  glans  is  divided  into  two  parts,  and  the  urine  is  dis- 
charged horizontally.     This  person  is  not  impotent  (Ibid.,  p  62.) 

Hipp. — Larrey,  in  a  child,  two  years  old.  In  his  letter  on  this,  he  ena* 
merates  most  of  the  cases  recorded,  being  some  ten  or  tweWe.  Some  were 
complicated  with  ek trophy  of  the  bladder,  and  there  are  a  few  stated  to  haTe 
been  impotent.  (Ibid.,  p.  68.) 

Dr.  Barth. — A  person  aged  eighteen  years — has  erections.  (Ibid.,  p.  81.) 

Dr.  Cramer. — London  Med.  Gasette,  vol.  xiii.  p.  878 ;  ft*om  Becker's  Jour- 
BaL 

*  Morgagni  declare^a  case,  where  the  patient  was  thirty  years  old,  and 
in  the  parts  were  properly  formed,  to  be  incurable.  This  opinion  was 
founded  on  the  idea  that  some  of  the  internal  organs  were  diseased. 
(Opuscula  Miscellanea,  p.  84.  ^tpomum  Medteo-LeyaU  ttgnr  HmM$  §mit' 
teadt  In^tenUa.)  ^ 
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The  natural  want  of  both  testes,  provided  that  erer  oocurs, 
or  their  artificial  loss,  is  another  cause.  The  removal  of  them 
by  excision,  and  the  frequency  of  this  practice  in  some  coun- 
tries, is  well  understood.  I  may  add,  that  there  have  been 
instances  in  which  these  organs  have  suddenly  diminished  and 
disappeared,  as  a  consequence  of  disease  or  external  injury.* 
The  point,  however,  which  excited  most  discussion  in  former 
times,  was,  whether  individuals  bom  without  any  appearance 
of  testes,  but  who  in  other  respects  have  the  activity  and 
strength  that  belong  to  the  male  sex,  are  to  be  considered  im- 
potent. It  is  generally  believed  not ;  since  it  has  been  well 
ascertained,  that  in  many  instances  these  organs  have  not  de- 
scended from  the  abdomen,  and  yet  the  individual  has  exhibited 
every  proof  of  virility.f '  Considerable  attention  should  be  di- 


*  Foder^,  toL  L  p.  869.  He  obserres  UiaI  he  baa  witnessed  serend 
of  this  kind  in  deserters,  condemned  to  labor  on  the  eansl  at  Aries,  hunj 
also  states  that  many  soldiers  of  the  army  in  Egypt  were  attacked  with  a 
similar  complainL  The  testes  lost  their  sensibility,  became  soft»  and  dimi- 
nished in  sise,  until  they  were  no  larger  than  a  white  French  bean.  Nq 
Tenereal  disease  had  preceded  these  attacks.  When  both  testes  were  alTeeisd 
with  this  atrophy,  the  patient  became  impotent — the  beard  grew  thin  aad 
the  intdleci  weak.  He  attributes  it  to  the  use  of  the  branny  of  dates. 
(Ltrre^,  toL  L  p.  260.) 

Serere  blows,  firactures,  etc.,  on  the  back  of  the  head  would  also  seesi  to 
cause  impotence.  See  case  in  Hennen's  3dilitary  Surgery,  2d  edition,  p.  SOS; 
also  one  from  Hildanus,  quoted  in  Medico-Chirurgical  ReTiew,  toL  it.  p.  968^ 
and  Larrey's  Clinique  Chirargicale  analysed  in  the  same,  toL  six.  p.  Ift. 
((\rUng  on  JXuasts  of  tke  Tettia,) 

*'The  roTerse  is  sometimes  the  case,  the  patient  being  oecamonaUj  ex- 
tremely salacious.  In  a  case  reported  by  Dr.  Donne,  of  Louisrille,  Ksk- 
tucky,  in  which  the  cerebeUum  was  wounded  by  a  musket  ball,  the  indindBil 
labored  under  constant  priapism  until  the  rery  moment  he  expired."  (iV|^ 
Grou  m  Western  Joumai  Med.  and  Pkys.  Seientes^  toL  x.  p.  45.) 

There  is  a  case  related  in  the  ProTincial  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal*  in  which 
a  severe  blow  on  the  lower  part  of  the  spine,  and  also  on  the  oeeipott  was 
followed  by  an  atrophy  of  the  testicles  and  a  great  enlargement  of  tW 
breasts.  ^Med.  JCamour,  toL  viiL  p.  268.) 

t  *' During  the  examination  of  10,800  recruits,  I  haTe  found  Sto  in  when 
the  right,  and  six  in  whom  the  left  testicle  was  not  ^pareai.  In  two  of 
those  cases,  there  was  inguinal  hernia  at  the  side  where  the  tsilide  had  Mt 
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rected  to  the  external  appearance  of  the  person — his  mnscnlar 
ejstemy  the  strength  of  his  voice,  the  presence  of  the  beard, 
etc.  The  medical  examiner  should  also  examine  whether  any 
cicatrix  is  to  be  found  in  the  scrotum,  indicating  castration ; 
or  whether,  in  the  room  of  the  testes,  there  do  not  exist  some 
hard  knots  or  lumps,  proving  the  existence  of  former  disease.* 


descended.    I  kave  met  with  but  one  instance  where  both  testioles  had  not 
dflocended."  {Dr,  MarahaWi  HmU,  etc.,  pp.  88,  207.) 

In  an  ezamination  at  the  Loaieville  Hospital,  of  the  bodj  of  a  boatman 
aged  27,  a  testis  was  found  in  the  left  iliao  region,  with  a  complete  peri- 
toneal inyestment,  and  attached  by  that  membrane  to  the  walls  of  the 
abdomen.  The  adhesion  was  firm  and  without  any  marks  of  recent  inflam- 
mation. AU  the  corresponding  parts  of  the  opposite  side  were  perfect  and 
in  their  proper  situations.  From  the  athletic  form  of  the  indiyidnal,  and 
the  full  doTelopment  of  the  generative  organs,  it  is  hardly  possible  that  he 
could  have  been  impotent.  (  Wutem  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  yoL  iL 
p.  82;  ease  by  Dr.  Bayless.) 

Professor  Etc,  of  Georgia,  mentions  another  case,  of  a  fkther  of  children, 
in  whom  the  right  testicle  had  not  descended,  but  was  found,  after  death 
from  strangulated  hernia,  in  the  abdominal  canal.  (American  Journal  Medical 
Seieneegf  toL  zxtI.  p.  855.) 

Dr.  John  D.  Fisher,  of  Boston,  relates  an  interesting  case  in  which,  on  dis- 
section, both  testes  were  found  wanting.  The  individual  died  at  the  age 
of  46.  {American  Jottrnal  Medical  Sciencee^  vol.  xziii.  p.  852. 

Mr.  Paget,  of  London,  one  in  which  the  left  testicle  was  wanting,  and  the 
corresponding  vas  deferens  imperfect.  (London  Medical  Oaiette,  toL  xxyHL 
p.  817.) 

Dr.  Anderson,  of  one  who  had  but  one  testis  at  birth  and  no  appearance 
of  the  other — is  masculine  in  appearance,  aged  85 ;  he  was  married  at  26, 
and  his  wife  has  been  repeatedly  pregnant,  and  has  now  one  living  child. 
This  individuars  grandfather  was  a  captain  in  the  revolutionary  war,  the 
fkther  of  four  children,  and  was  exactly  formed  as  to  testicles,  like  his 
grandson.  (Philadelphia  Medical  Examiner^  vol.  iv.  p.  78. ) 

*  Dr.  Gross  mentions  a  case  where  a  too  hasty  opinion  was  given.  Two 
lads,  the  one  fourteen  and  the  other  eleven  years  of  age,  after  having  resided 
about  two  years  with  the  Shakers,  in  Crosby,  State  of  Ohio,  returned  to 
their  homes  in  Kentucky.  It  was  soon  after  reported  that  they  had  been 
castrated  by  some  of  their  late  brethren ;  and  a  practitioner,  after  examining 
them,  testified  to  the  existence  of  distinct  and  well-marked  cicatrices  in  the 
scrotum  of  each. 

An  outrage  of  this  description  caused  much  excitement.  Four  of  the 
Shakers  were  imprisoned.  Dr.  Gross  visited  and  examined  all  the  male 
children  at  the  settlement,  (tw#re  in  number,)  aged  ftrom  two  years  ap  to 
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If  these  are  wanting,  and  the  general  appearance  is  virile,  we 
are  not  justified  in  considering  the  individual  as  impotent. 

A  difiierent  opinion,  however,  prevailed  in  former  times. 
Pope  Sixtns  V.  declared,  in  1587,  in  a  letter  to  his  nuncio  in 
Spain,  that  all  those  who  are  destitute  of  them,  should  be  un- 
married ;  and  Philip  II.  accordingly  executed  this  order,  which 
afiected  many  in  that  kingdom.  The  parliament  of  Paris,  also, 
in  1665,  decreed  that  they  should  be  apparent,  in  order  to 
permit  a  person  to  contract  marriage.  "*"  These,  however,  are 
the  relics  of  barbarous  ages.  Unquestionable  facts  and  ani^ 
tomical  examinations  have  proved  that  the  conformation  in 
question  may  be  present,  without  injury  to  the  generative 
power.  Bolfinck  relates  the  case  of  an  individual  distin- 
guished for  libertinism,  who  was  executed  for  some  crime.  He 
was,  after  death,  consigned  to  the  dissecting  knife;  and  on 
examination,  the  testes  were  found  in  the  abdomen.t  The 
parents  of  a  young  man,  in  a  similar  situation,  consulted  the 
physician  as  to  the  propriety  of  allowing  him  to  marry.  He 
recommended  it,  and  a  numerous  ofispring  demonstrated  the 
propriety  of  his  advice.J 
• 

eighteen,  and  found  nothing  wrong.  He  was  then  requested  to  examine  the 
aboTe  individuals,  who  had  been  brought  to  Cincinnati  for  that  purpose. 
The  scrotum  of  each  was  empty,  but  there  were  no  scars  or  cicatrices  pre- 
sent, and  after  a  little  further  search,  the  testicles  were  found  in  the  groin, 
a  little  below  the  external  ring.  They  could  be  pressed  into  the  scrotom, 
but  returned  when  the  fingers  were  removed.  ( Weitem  Journal  of  Mtdiamt 
and  Surgery,  vol.  iii.  p.  866.) 

*  Mahon,  vol.  i.  pp.  66,  67. 

f  Mocbius,  quoted  by  Mahon  ut  antea.  It  is  stated  by  Bichat,  on  tlie 
authority  of  Roux,  that  very  commonly  among  the  inhabitants  of  Hungatji 
the  testes  do  not  descend  until  some  months,  or  even  years  after  birth. 
{Breu:ater't  Edinburgh  Encyclopedia,  art.  Anatomy,  vol.  i.  p.  826.) 

X  Mahon,  vol.  i.  p.  66.  Additional  cases  of  fruitful  marriages,  under 
these  circumstances,  are  mentioned  by  Dr.  Geddings.  (ChapnuuCs  Journal, 
N.  S.,  voL  iv.  p.  84.) 

It  is,  however,  proper  to  subjoin  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Jas.  Wilson  on  tide 
subject.  **  When  both  testicles  have  remained  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomei^ 
it  has  been  supposed  by  John  Hunter  that  they  are  exceedingly  imperfect, 
and  incapable  of  performing  their  natural  functions.*'  He  had  met  with  two 
cases,  one  of  which  seemed  to  confirm  this  remark,  while  the  other 
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I  may  also  add,  in  this  place,  a  cause  of  impotence,  concern- 
iDg  which  there  has  existed  a  considerable  diversity  of  opinion; 
•nd  that  is,  the  loss  of  one  of  the  testicles  only.  If  this  de- 
priTation  be  compensated  by  the  healthy  size  and  condition 
of  the  other,  we  have  no  reason  to  dread  the  effects.  This 
actually  occurs  in  some  cases  of  cynanche  parotidea,  where 
there  has  been  a  translation  of  the  complaint  from  the  neck 
to  the  testes.  Dr.  Robert  Hamilton,  in  one  of  the  best  histo- 
ries which  we  have  of  that  disease,  mentions  that  when  it  was 
epidemic  at  Norfolk,  in  England,  a  patient  was  seized  with 


ftgminst  it,  although  it  does  not  altogether  refute  it.  <*  The  first  is  a  joung 
gentleman  of  Tory  large  fortune,  now  twenty-fiTO  years  of  age.  He  has  some 
beard,  and  not  an  unmanly  appearance ;  but  although  an  imprudent,  and  in 
some  respects  a  dissipated  person,  he  has  neTer  shown  the  least  desire  for 
women,  or  disposition  for  sexual  intercourse.  The  second  is  between  thirty 
•nd  forty  years  of  age,  who  has  one  testicle  forming  a  tumor  within  the 
ring;  and  the  other,  which  descended  at  puberty,  lying  immediately  on  the 
outside  of  it.  He  is  a  mart ied  man,  and  has  children.  Before  his  marriage, 
he  describes  himself  as  having  great  desire,  and  not  being  deficient  in  power. 
He  formerly  had  a  yenereal  gonorrhoea;"  and  it  was  from  a  swelling  of  the 
testicles,  consequent  on  this,  that  Mr.  Wilson  came  to  witness  his  case.  One 
testicle  is  of  full  natural  size,  and  the  other  also  appears  to  be  so,  as  far  as 
ean  be  Judged  by  feeliDg  it  through  the  tendon  of  the  external  oblique 
muscle.   ( WiUon*t  Leetura  on  the  Urtnary  and  Genital  Organs^  p.  408.) 

Mr.  Lawrence  has  also  seen  two  cases,  in  which  the  testes  remained,  and 
the  indiyiduals  were  impotent.  On  dissection,  the  body  of  the  glans  was 
not  more  than  half  its  natural  sixe;  and  the  epididymis,  which  was  Tery 
imi>erfect,  did  not  join  the  body  of  the  testes.  In  a  third  instance,  howeTer, 
it  exactly  resembled  the  last  case  of  Mr.  Wilson.  It  appears,  then,  says 
Mr.  Samuel  Cooper,  that  more  depends  on  the  sixe  and  structure  of  these 
organs  being  natural,  than  upon  their  natural  situation.  (Note  to  OootPt 
Study  of  Medicine^  yoI.  t.  p.  7.) 

According  to  Mr.  Curling,  there  are  but  three  cases  in  which  the  anatomi- 
cal condition  of  a  testicle  situated  within  the  abdomen  is  described:  one  by 
Cloquet,  in  which  the  part  was  of  its  natural  size  and  shape;  one  by  Sir  A. 
Cooper,  both  testicles  were  within  the  abdomen,  and  nearly,  if  not  quite^  of 
the  natural  size;  and  the  third,  by  Bright,  where  the  testis  was  much  smaller 
than  natural,  but  its  structure  was  perfect.  Mr.  Curling  has  seen  a  fourth, 
in  which  it  was  very  small. 

He  adds,  that  the  only  case  met  with  by  John  Hunter  contradicted  his 
doctrine,  as  both  testicles  remained  in  the  abdomen,  and  yet  Tirility  was  not 
impaired.  (BriUth  and  Foreign  Med.  Review,  toI.  xyU.  p.  60.) 
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swelling  of  both  the  testicles.  One  of  them  wasted  away  until 
nothing  but  its  coats  were  left.  This  occurred  in  1762,  and  in 
1769  he  had  a  child,  and  in  1772  another ;  both  of  whom  were 
healthy.'*'  Mahon  also  mentions  that  he  was  acquainted  with 
a  young  man,  in  whom  one  of  these  organs  gradually  dimi- 
nished and  withered  away,  while  the  other  increased  proportion- 
ably  in  size ;  and  after  this  had  taken  place,  he  became  the 
father  of  five  children.t  Sir  Astley  Cooper  removed  a  testis 
for  an  enlargement  and  great  hardness,  in  January,  1821. 
The  wife,  by  whom  he  had  already  had  one  child,  nursed  the 
patient,  and  in  March  she  proved  pregnant.^  Ify  however, 
the  remaining  testicle  be  small  and  extenuated,  or  have  be- 
come scirrhous  or  carcinomatous,  or  even  if  the  epididymis  be 
tumefied  and  hard,  we  have  just  reason  to  dread  the  presence 
of  impotence. 

There  also  occasionally  occur  cases  in  which  the  smallnees 
of  the  testicles  throws  doubts  on  their  powers.  Dr.  Baillie 
knew  a  person  of  middle  age,  in  whom  their  size  did  not  ex- 
ceed that  of  the  extremity  of  the  finger.  This  was  congenital, 
and  accompanied  with  a  total  want  of  sexual  desire.  Mr. 
Wilson,  however,  relates  the  following :  '^  I  was  some  years 
ago  consulted  by  a  gentleman  on  the  point  of  marriage,  re- 
specting the  propriety  of  his  entering  into  that  state,  as  his 
penis  and  testicles  very  little  exceeded  in  size  those  of  a  youth 
of  eight  years  of  age.  He  was  twenty-six,  but  had  never  felt 
desire  until  he  became  acquainted  with  his  present  wife.  Since 
that  he  had  experienced  repeated  erections,  with  nocturnal 
emissions.  He  married,  became  the  father  of  a  family,  and 
those  parts  which  at  twenty-six  were  so  small,  at  twenty-eight 
had  increased  to  the  usual  size  of  those  of  an  adult  man."§ 

A  question,  connected  with  the  subject  under  consideration, 
was  agitated  some  years  since,  in  Germany.  It  was,  whether 
a  person  castrated  after  he  arrives  at  the  age  of  puberty  is 


*  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh,  toL  ii  art.  9. 

f  Mahon,  yoL  i.  p.  62.      {  Medico -Chinirgioal  Reyiew,  toL  xriii.  p.  S89. 

2  Lectures,  p.  424. 
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capable  of  impregnating  for  some  days  after  the  operation* 
Marc,  a  high  authority  in  all  such  cases,  supposed  that  he 
must  be  deemed  impotent,  as  the  time  needed  for  curing  the 
wound  is  sufficient  to  carry  the  semen  into  the  blood,  and 
even  if  capable  of  two  or  three  emissions,  yet  he  would  after- 
wards be  impotent.  Orfila  states  it,  as  his  opinion,  that  there 
may  be  temporary  power  in  such  cases,  where  the  extirpated 
testicles  are  healthy,  but  not  if  tuberculous  or  scirrhous.^ 
Sir  Astley  Cooper,  in  his  work  on  the  Structure  and  Dueate 
of  the  TeitUj  gives  a  very  apposite  case: — 

He  performed  the  second  operation  of  castration  in  1801, 
on  a  person,  for  chronic  abscess  in  the  testes.  On  visiting 
him  four  days  after,  he  informed  Sir  A.  0.  that  he  had,  during 
the  last  night,  an  emission.  He  was  a  married  man  previous 
to  the  first  operation.  For  nearly  the  first  twelve  months 
after  the  complete  castration,  he  stated  that  he  had  emissions 
in  eoitUj  or  that  he  had  the  sensations  of  emission.  After 
that,  he  had  erections  and  coitus,  at  distant  intervals,  but 
without  the  sensation  of  emission.  After  two  years  he  had 
erections  very  rarely  and  very  imperfectly;  and  ten  years 
after  the  operation,  he  said  he  had,  during  the  past  year,  been 
once  connected.  In  1829,  Sir  A.  C.  saw  him  as  a  patient. 
The  erections  were  very  seldom,  and  very  imperfect,  and  the 
penis  was  shriveled  and  wasted,  f 

To  the  above,  Foder^  adds  the  following,  which  may  possi- 
bly in  some  cases  produce  the  consequence  in  question,  viz.. 


*  Orfila's  Le9on8,  yoI.  L  p.  127. 

f  Medico-Chirurgioal  ReTiew,  vol.  xTiii.  p.  890.  Sedillot  mentions  thftt 
he  has  heard  Boyer  relate  the  case  of  a  man  from  whom  both  testicles  had 
been  saocessiTely  removed,  on  account  of  saroooele.  After  the  second  opera- 
tion his  wife  became  pregnant.  He  consulted  Boyer,  who  told  him  that  the 
child  was  no  doubt  his  own,  but  that  it  would  be  his  last.  (Page  17.) 

Similar  results  have  occurred  with  animals  recently  castrated,  (American 
Hed.  Intelligencer,  toL  i.  pp.  146,  244;  Dunglison's  Physiology,  8d  edition, 
YoL  ii.  p.  820.) 

On  diseases  of  the  testis  and  its  appendages,  the  medical  and  surgical 
reader  will  do  well  to  consult  Mr.  Curling's  valuable  Monograph,  edited  in 
this  country  by  Dr.  Qoddard. 
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ooDgenital  tumors  of  a  large  size;  such,  for  example,  as  scrotal 
hernia*  This,  he  supposes,  may  produce  a  hardness  of  the 
parts,  and  prevent  a  secretion  of  the  seminal  fluid,  by  its  con- 
tinued pressure  on  the  spermatic  vessels.'*'  The  medical  col- 
lege of  Western  Prussia  declared  a  voluminous  and  irreducible 
hernia  a  sufficient  cause  of  divorce.f 

Among  the  curable  causes  of  impotence  may  be  enumerated 
the  following:  An  atony  of  the  parts,  arising  sometimes  from 
local  disease  or  external  injury,  and  at  others  from  masturba- 
tion ;  a  retraction  of  the  penis,  originating  from  stone  in  the 
bladder,  or  some  other  urinary  diseases;  a  natural  phymosis, 
which  sometimes  confines  the  glans  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
prevent  the  emission  of  semen  ;^  obliteration  of  the  canal  of 
the  urethra,  from  stricture  or  other  causes  ;§  and  lastly,  the 


*  Foder^,  toL  i.  p.  878.  «In  lUlj,  double  hernia  bj  pressing  on  the  sp«r> 
matie  chords,  sometimes  causes  as  complete  emasculation  as  if  the  testioUs 
were  actually  remoTed ;  so  that  man  j  of  the  fine  singers  of  that  country  are 
80  by  the  Tisitation  of  God.''  (Dunlop.) 

We  should  not  forget  that  extreme  youth  is  an  absolute  cause.  It  liM 
been  decided,  as  far  back  as  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  in  England,  that  Um 
issue  was  a  bastard,  when  the  husband  was  within  the  age  of  fourteen.  8m 
The  King  v.  Luffe,  8th  £ast*s  Reports,  p.  205. 

f  Metzger,  p.  494.  The  following  is  also  an  incurable  cause,  but  not  dis- 
coTerable  until  after  death:  "A  malformation  of  the  epididymis — ^instead  of 
passing  on  to  the  tss  deferens,  that  tube  has  terminated  in  a  cul-de-sao.  I 
haTe  preserred  one  of  this  kind  in  the  collection  of  WindmiU  Street,"  (Wil- 
son's Lectures,  p.  423 ;  Paget,  in  London  Med.  Gazette,  toI.  xxTiiL  p.  818.) 

X  Observations  on  Natural  Phymosis  and  its  effects,  by  Dr.  Houston,  in 
Edin.  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  toI.  xxxriii.  p.  266. 

Dr.  Marchal,  Bulletin  de  L'Acad.  Royale  de  Paris,  toL  ix.  p.  65.  He  also 
mentions  an  instance  of  extreme  narrowness  (natural)  of  the  canal  of  tlie 
urethra. 

In  Sir  George  Lee's  Ecclesiastical  Reports,  in  a  ease  (Welde  v.  Welda, 
1731,)  where  the  husband  pleaded  capacity,  in  answer  to  a  charge  of  impo- 
tency,  one  Williams,  a  surgeon,  swore  that  Mr.  Welde  had  an  external  ii»- 
pediment,  arising  from  the  shortness  of  his  firaenum,  which  preTented  aa 
erection,  but  that  it  was  now  removed,  he  having  cut  the  same,  and  that  1m 
believed  he  was  now  capable.  (Reports,  Appendix,  vol.  iL  p.  680.) 

{  Cases  of  this  description  will  be  found  in  Edin.  Med.  and  Surg.  Jouraal, 
ToL  xxi.  p.  815,  by  Mr.  Maclure,  of  Glasgow;  Medico-Chimrgical  Traniao- 
tions,  voL  xii.,  by  Mr.  Amott. 
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sleoBformation,  of  ithich  we  hare  spoken,  as  to  the  place  of 

r  ftpcrture  of  the  urethral  caaal.     All  these  have  bcon  Ea<y 

safnlly  obvtdted  by  modern  surgery.* 

,  Severn!  iuGtancea  of  congenital  closure  of  the  nrethra  are 

Konled   in  recent  German    medical  journals.     Dr.  Zobrer 

mtions  one  in  an  infant  nine  days  old,  the  termination  of 

t  glans  penis  nas  covered  ^ith  a  thickened  membrane, 

wtinuons  with  the  frtcnum  of  tlie  prepuce.     The  urine  ex- 

ideti  Utrongh  the  umbilicus.     To  remedy  this  evil,  the  mem.- 

Loe  in  question  was  removed  vhh  a  bistoury,  but  no  trace 

ftn  orifice  was  seen ;  and  it  was  not  till  a  stiletto  had  been  , 

iluigcd  to  a  depth  of  two  lines,  that  the  urethra  was  ti 

■itb,  and  the  coarse  of  this  was  afterwards  found  much  i 

rded  by  membranous  bands.    Th«  new  passage  was,  however^  I 

ibUshed;  the  urethra  was  maintained  at  its  proper  dilat 

1  by  means  of  a  catgut  bougie,  and  the  wound  and  passage 

r  the  arine  at  the  umbilicus  soon  ceased.     A  nearly  similar   ' 

»  occurred  iu  a  female  infant,  in  whom  a  pussage  of  full 

I  lines  in  depth  had  to  be  made  before  the  urethra  was 

died.    (Oest.  Med.  Woehemch.;  Lancet,  August  8,  1843; 

M.  xxxii.  p.  6o6.) 

"  Ossification,  or  a  cartilaginous  condition  of  the  septum  of 

9  penia,  may  become  a  cause  of  temporary  or  incurable  im- 

t«nce,  by  preventing  copulation.     A  case  of  this  kind  once 


*  Buaht'a  Medico- CbimrgiGul  Dulletia,  toL  ii.  p.  1.  Tbo  edilor  gites 
u  of  b;po9pii<iiBt  succetifull;  Ireuled.  I  subjoin  Ihe  ibilawing 
case,  aa  an  illustmliDn  of  tbe:  trophies  of  niodern  surgery:  In 
P,  a  palient,  aged  26,  was  admitted  itiLo  tbo  £dinburgb  loSrnmrj,  under 
•  of  Mr.  Lislon.  The  whole  oilecC  of  tbe  uniibra  anicrjar  la  Ui« 
»•  •ipoied  aupariorl;,  there  beiug  a  wide  flaaure  Ihrough  the  Aor- 
««a  and  glana.  The  penis  wns  retracted  cansiilcrablj,  to  that 
T  pari  of  Oit  fissure  lAy  bebin-d  the  eympb^Bis  pubis.  When  he 
IB  urine,  atler  emorging  from  benentb  tlie  eyuipbytus,  dJTided 
wmiu  •Creams,  gome  of  whiub  spread  over  ibe  BiileB  of  the  penil, 
ben  pawed  atung  Ibe  exposed  ursUira.  This  malconrormation  wH 
I  WM  tiDpotent.  Il  was  Temcdied  bj  paring  off  ibe  callonf 
W  «/  Iba  Dargin  of  tbe  fissure,  introJucing  a  catheter  and  uniiing  tb« 
M  bf  mttiirt»,  Tbe  peni*  oblaiaed  its  maturat  appvaranoe.  {Loiuloa  Mt^ 
dK,  ToL  Ti.  p.  252.) 
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occurred  to  Dr.  McCIellan,  of  PhQadelpUa.  The  indiyidnal, 
already  considerably  advanced  in  life,  but  irith  sexual  powers 
nnnsoally  yigorons,  was  unable  to  cohabit,  in  consequence  of 
the  yirile  organ  being  so  much  arched  toward  the  perineum, 
as  to  render  it  impracticable  to  introduce  it  into  the  vagina. 
On  making  an  incision  along  the  dorsal  surface  of  the  penis, 
the  pectiniform  septum  was  found  to  be  converted  into  a  plate 
of  cartilage,  the  removal  of  which  was  soon  followed  by  a  com- 
plete restoration  of  the  functions  of  the  organ."* 

The  third  class  of  causes,  the  accidental  or  temporary  ones, 
is  the  most  important,  since  they  are  frequently  the  subject 
of  legal  investigation.  They  are  those  which  affect  an  indir 
vidual  during  his  marriage,  and  of  course  have  to  be  considered 
in  cases  of  contested  patemity.t  The  law  presumes  that  tlie 
husband  is  the  father  of  every  chQd  conceived  during  the  torm 
of  wedlock,  yet  it  allows  an  investigation  as  to  the  chastity  of 
the  female.  That  such  is  law  in  our  own  and  other  countries, 
the  following  extract  will  prove:  ^^In  the  case  of  Lomaz  w. 
Holmden,  tried  before  the  Court  of  Eang's  Bench  in  England, 
the  question  at  the  trial  was,  whether  the  plaintiff  was  the  Btm 
and  heir  of  Caleb  Lomax,  Esq.,  deceased;  and  this  depended 
on  the  question  of  his  mother's  marriage.  And  that  being 
fully  proved  and  evidence  given  of  the  husband's  being  fira> 
quently  at  London,  where  the  mother  lived,  access  was  of 
course  presumed.  The  defendants  were  then  admitted  to  |^Te 
evidence  of  his  inability  from  a  bad  habit  of  body.  But 
their  evidence,  not  going  to  an  %mj>o$9ibiUtyj  but  an  improUh 


*  Dr.  Gross  in  Western  Joomal  Med.  and  Phjs.  Sciences,  toL  x.  p.  46. 

1 1  maj  mention  in  this  place,  a  rare  case  s^^en  bj  Mr.  Callawajy  of  aa 
indiridual,  who,  returning  home  intoxicated,  had  seTeral  conneetiooa  viftk 
his  wife  during  the  night.  The  penis  continued  in  a  state  of 
erection  after  this  for  sixteen  days,  resisting  all  medical  and  aorgical 
An  incision  with  a  lancet  at  the  end  of  this  time,  produced  a  copious  dia> 
charge  of  dark,  grumous  blood,  and  a  solution  of  the  erection.  Tho  iadl- 
Tidnal  is  impotent,  most  probablj  occasioned,  sajs  Mr.  C,  ^'bj  a  deponftte 
of  coagulable  Ijrmph  in  the  ceUs  of  the  corpora  caTemoaa,  proTonting  tki 
admisaion  of  blood,  and  consequent  distenaion  of  the  organ.''  (Ltmdtm 
Mepc*Uoiy^  toL  xxL  p.  286.) 
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bSity  only  J  this  was  not  thought  sufficient,  and  there  was  a 
Terdict  for  the  plainti£"* 

The  proofs  of  bastardy  may  be  thus,  1.  impotence,  and 
2.  proof  of  non-access,  so  conclusive,  that  it  is  impo99ible  that 
the  husband  could  have  been  the  father  of  the  child.  This 
subject,  in  all  its  bearings,  has  of  late  years  been  minutely 
canvassed,  in  consequence  of  what  is  usually  styled  the  Ban- 
bury peerage  case.  Lord  Banbury  died  in  1682,  aged  eighty- 
five.  In  1627,  Lady  B.  had  a  son,  and  in  1680,  another. 
They  both  lived  at  the  house  of  Lord  Yauz,  with  whom,  it 
was  said,  she  was  in  the  habit  of  adultery.  Id  an  inquisition 
held  after  his  death,  it  was  held  that  he  died  without  heirs 
male  of  his  body.  The  son  claimed  the  title  in  1646,  and  his 
descendants  also,  from  time  to  time,  but  the  House  of  Lords 
either  passed  resolutions  denying  the  claim,  or  had  no  pro- 
ceedings. In  1806,  the  lineal  descendants  of  the  son  succeeded 
in  bringing  it  to  a  solemn  adjudication.  Lord  Erskine  advo- 
cated his  cause,  and  quoted  the  case  of  Sir  Stephen  Fox,  who 
was  married  at  seventy-seven  and  had  four  children,  the  last 
when  he  was  eighty-one.  Lord  Banbury  was  proved  to  have 
been  hale  and  hearty  at  the  time  of  his  death.  The  House, 
however,  decided,  in  1818,  that  the  claim  had  not  been  made 
out.  The  author  from  whom  I  draw  this  narrative  observes, 
that  the  concealmentj  (which  was  the  fact  in  this  case,)  under 
circumstances  which  could  leave  no  doubt  that  the  adultery 
was  the  catMc  of  it,  appears  to  have  formed  the  point  upon 
which  the  decision  was  grounded,  f 


*  Strange's  Reports,  yol.  ii.  p.  940.  I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  Male  for  ths 
reference  to  this  case. 

f  Edinburgh  Reyiew,  toI.  xl  p.  190,  an  elaborate  article  on  the  law  of 
legitimacy.  See  also  London  Law  Magazine,  yoI.  It.  p.  82;  also  Head  v. 
Head,  (1  Simons  and  Stuart,  150,)  in  Peter's  Condensed  Chancery  Reports, 
ToL  L,  where  the  answers  of  the  judges  in  the  Banbury  cause  are  giyen; 
the  same  case,  before  Lord  Eldon,  in  1  Turner  and  RusselFs  Reports,  188; 
Le  Marchant's  Report  of  the  Gardner  Peerage  case,  Appendix,  p.  889.  On 
the  subject  of  non-access,  the  following  American  cases  may  be  quoted: 
Commonwealth  v,  Strieker,  1  Browne's  Pennsylyania  Reports,  App.  p.  47; 


184  DfPOTBNOB  AND  STBBILITT. 

The  French  or  Napoleon  code,  although  it  4oes  not  permit 
a  husband  to  disavow  his  child,  by  alleging  his  natural  impth 
tencBj  yet  contains  a  regulation,  which,  in  its  effects,  operates 
similarly  to  the  principles  contained  in  the  English  case  aboT6 
quoted.  The  312th  article  says,  that  the  infant  conceiyed 
during  marriage  has  the  husband  for  its  father,  but  he  maj, 
notwithstanding,  disavow  it,  if  he  can  prove,  that  from  tiie 
800th  to  the  180th  day  before  its  birth,  there  was,  either  tm, 
account  of  absence,  or  from  the  effect  of  tome  aecidenty  a  phy- 
sical impossibility  of  cohabiting  with  his  wife.'*' 

In  discussing  this  subject,  it  will  readily  occur,  that  there 
is  a  class  of  diseases  during  the  progress  of  which  virililj 
may  be  preserved ;  while  there  is  another  in  which  it  is  de- 
stroyed. It  is  not  possible,  nor  indeed  would  it  be  proper, 
to  state  these,  except  in  a  general  way ;  since  it  is  difficult  to 

Commonwealth  v.  Shepherd,  6  Binnej's  Pennsylyania  Reports,  288;  2  Paige's 
Chancery  Reports,  180,  Cross  v.  Cross. 

By  a  decision  of  the  House  of  Lords,  Morris  v,  Dayies,  the  notion  that  H 
was  necessary  to  show  a  physical  impossibility  of  access,  by  the  absence  of 
one  of  the  parents  beyond  sea,  is  exploded.  Access  of  the  hnsband  must 
still  be  distinctly  negatived,  but  the  non-access  may  be  shown,  by  oiroma- 
stances  of  any  kind,  sufficient  to  establish  the  fact  to  the  satisfaction  of  a 
reasonable  mind.  (London  Law  Magazine^  yoI.  xix.  p.  115.) 

Wiebeking,  an  eminent  Bavarian  engineer,  died  at  Munich,  May,  1842,  la 
his  eighty-first  year,  leaving  two  sons,  the  elder  fifty-one  years  old,  the  oilier 
only  eleven  months^  and  a  widow  only  twenty-two.  {Foreign  Quarterly  Bevkm^ 
vol.  XXX.  p.  296.) 

See  Sir  Harris  Nicolas  on  Law  of  Adulterine  Bastardy.  Craili*s  Romaaee 
of  the  Peerage,  vol.  i.  pp.  376,  386, 

*  Foder^,  vol.  i.  p.  376.  **In  Scotland  it  is  only  necessary  that  a  mma 
should  be  in  a  situation  where  a  possibility  exists  of  his  cohabiting  with  his 
wife,  in  order  to  constitute  him  the  father  of  her  children ;  or,  as  the  law 
correctly  and  beautiflilly  expresses  it,  within  the  four  seas  of  the  realm. 
There  is  a  case  at  issue  in  the  Court  of  Session  at  this  moment,  where  a 
Miss  McNeil,  an  heiress,  is  claimed  by  two  husbands.  The  one  asserts  thai 
he  married  many  years  ago,  and  cohabited  with  her  one  night  only;  the 
other  married  her  since,  and  has  by  her  a  family.  But  it  seems  to  be  the 
general  opinion,  that  if  the  first  husband  proves  her  to  be  his  wife,  the  chil- 
dren must  be  his,  as  a  matter  of  course."  (Dunlop.) 

This  case  was  decided,  I  believe,  as  Dr.  Dunlop  supposed  it  would  be»  in 
favor  of  the  first  husband.     See  McNeil,  or  Jolly,  v,  McGregor,  1825, 
in  the  Court  of  Session,  vol.  iv.  p.  259. 
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foresee  what  may  hereafter  he  adduced  in  contested  cases,  as 
a  cause  of  impotence.  We  shall  therefore  be  understood  to 
mention  the  diseases  as  causing  a  probability  on  one  or  the 
other  side,  and  not  as  positive  proof. 

The  diseases  that  are  considered  compatible  with  connec- 
tion, are  those  which  do  not  affect  the  head  and  sensitive  sys- 
tem primarily,  and  are  not  accompanied  with  great  debility. 
Inflanmiatory  and  catarrhal  fevers  are  of  this  class.  So  also 
in  asthma  and  the  early  stages  of  phthisis  pulmonalis,  the 
power  is  preserved.'*'  Some  diseases  appear  to  stimulate  the 
generative  organs;  and  others,  although  accompanied  with 
pain,  are  said  to  excite  desire.  Of  the  first,  may  be  named  a 
calculus  in  the  kidneys  or  bladder;   and  to  the  last  belong 

gout  and  rheumatism.t 

A  man  named  Aurelius  Lingius,  aged  sixty  years,  had  been 
affected,  during  the  two  last  years  of  his  life,  with  occasional 
attacks  of  fever,  accompanied  with  gouty  pains,  which  at  inter- 
vals made  him  extremely  ill.  For  the  space  of  two  months, 
however,  he  appeared  on  the  recovery;  when,  being  seized 
with  a  fever  and  ague,  he  died.  His  wife  declared  herself 
pregnant,  and  six  months  after  his  death,  was  delivered  of  a 
healthy  child.  Its  legitimacy  was  contested,  on  the  ground 
that  the  husband,  before  his  last  illness,  had  been  incapable; 
and  this  opinion  was  corroborated  by  his  own  confession  to 
the  physicians  attending  him.  His  wife  allowed  the  truth  of 
this  statement,  but  asserted  that  his  powers  had  returned 
some  time  before  his  decease.     In  this  state  of  the  case,  Zao- 


*  Orfila's  Lemons,  toI.  i.  p.  186.  Louis,  a  late  writer  on  cod  sumption, 
denies  the  truth  of  this  opinion,  so  far  as  to  limit  it  only  to  the  earliest 
periods.  In  more  advanced  stages,  he  is  convinced  that  it  decreases  with 
declining  strength.  The  editor  of  the  London  Medical  Repository  (toL  zxt. 
p.  106)  remarks  on  this:  "We  have  no  doubt,  that  in  some  examples  of 
phthisis,  both  the  propensity  and  the  power  to  gratify  it  have  existed  up  to 
the  very  day  of  the  patient's  death." 

f  "  A  friend  of  mine,  who  studied  in  the  hospital  of  New  York,  informed 
me  that,  after  recovering  from  the  yellow  fever,  the  patients  displayed  most 
fixrious  sexual  passion,  to  the  great  inconvenienoe  of  the  nurses  and  other 
female  attendants."  (Dunlop.) 
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chias  was  consulted;  and  he  decided  in  favor  of  the  chastitj 
of  the  wife,  for  the  following  reasons:  Anrelins  had  been 
twice  married,  and  by  each  wife  has  had  several  children. 
The  disease  under  which  he  labored  was  a  heating  one,  and 
his  powers  were  probably  perfect  daring  the  period  of  con- 
valescence. His  age  does  not  prevent  the  possibility  of  his 
producing  pregnancy  in  the  female.  Symptoms  of  this  weiro 
present  during  his  lifetime;  and  although  he  was  known  to  be 
extremely  jealous,  yet  his  affection  remained  undiminished 
toward  her.  And  finally,  the  intervals  of  ease  that  accoin- 
pany  articular  pains,  together  with  the  fact  that  she  alwayt* 
reposed  in  the  same  bed  with  him,  were,  in  the  mind  of  Zao- 
chias,  conclusive  arguments.  The  judges  decided  in  favor  of 
the  female.* 

In  connection  with  the  facts  already  stated,  it  may  be 
proper  to  add  a  circumstance  suggested  by  the  author  just 
quoted.  He  deems  it  possible  that  certain  diseases  may  so 
change  the  state  of  the  system  as  to  produce  an  alterati^m 
in  the  generative  power.  He  quotes  the  testimony  of  Aven- 
loar,  who  had  no  children  during  the  whole  period  of  yonth| 
but  became  a  father  shortly  after  recovering  from  a  violent 
fever.  And  also  the  case,  which  came  under  his  own  observa- 
tion, of  an  artificer,  who  lived  twenty-four  years  with  his  wife 
without  issue:  shortly  after  his  convalescence  from  illness,  ho 
became  a  father,  and  afterwards  had  many  children,  f 

The  diseases  which  we  may  rationally  suppose  will  prevent 
cohabitation,  are  the  following:  A  mutilation,  or  severe  wounda 
of  the  sexual  organs;  carcinoma  of  the  testicles  or  penia; 
gangrene  of  the  lower  extremities;  immoderate  evacuation  of 
blood  or  bile,  or  of  the  fseces;  scorbutic  cachexia;  marasmus; 
peripneumony  and  hydrothorax ;  anasarca  in  its  perfect  statOi 
particularly  if  accompanied  with  an  infiltration  into  the  sexual 
organs;  nervous  and  malignant  fevers,  particularly  if  thej 
affect  the  brain,  and  are  accompanied  with  great  debility  and 


«  Kaoohias,  Qaett.  Med.  Leg.  Consilium,  28. 
t  ZMohiat,  ToL  L  p.  271. 
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loss  of  memory;  all  affections  of  the  head  and  spinal  marrow, 
whether  from  a  fall,  blow,  wound,  or  poison;"^  or  from  internal 
causes,  as  apoplexy,  palsy,  or  other  comatose  diseases.  If  the 
infant  is  conceived  while  the  husband  has  been  known  to  hare 
labored  under  either  of  these  maladies,  the  presumption  is  cer- 
tainly against  its  legitimacy.  So  also,  if  he  be  affected  with 
leprosy,  yenereal  ozoena,  severe  cutaneous  diseases,  or  insanity, 
we  may  reasonably  doubt  the  fact  of  cohabitation,  from  the 
fear  that  we  may  suppose  the  female  has  experienced,  lest  she 
should  be  contaminated,  or  from  the  dread  that  she  has  enter- 
tained of  having  communication  with  the  individual,  f 

We  come  now  to  the  consideration  of  impotence  in  the 
female.  And  here  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  even  if  the  causes 
of  it  be  removed,  yet  sterility,  or  an  inability  to  conceive,  may 
still  exist.  It  will,  therefore,  be  proper  to  notice  the  causes 
of  impotence  and  sterility  in  succession.  They  may  each  be 
divided  into  incurable  and  curable. 

The  incurable  causes  of  impotence  are — 1.  An  obliteration 
or  thickening  of  the  sexual  organs,  so  as  to  prevent  any  intro- 
duction. 

The  vagina  and  womb  have  thus  been  found  closed  with  a 
dense  fleshy  substance.  Morgagni  mentions  cases  in  which 
there  was  a  continuity  of  parts,  without  any  aperture.  A 
recent  case  related  by  Dr.  Mott,  as  occurring  in  this  country, 
d^erves  to  be  stated  in  detail.  The  individual  was  aged 
twenty-three,  and  had  been  married  upwards  of  two  years. 
Her  health  was  extremely  good,  but  she  had  not  seen  the 


*  Foder^  mentions  the  case  of  a  person,  aged  40,  who  labored  nnder  tem- 
porary impotence  during  the  space  of  six  months,  from  exposure  to  charcoal 
Tapors.  This  state  of  the  system  was  left  after  the  recovery  from  the  im- 
mediate danger.     (VoL  i.  p.  382.) 

f  I  haTe  not  noticed  the  mortU  causes  of  impotence,  which  inyolye  tht 
inqniry  as  to  the  influence  of  the  mind  on  the  generative  Junction,  because  I 
ean  hardly  suppose  how  any  proof  on  this  point  can  be  brought  before  a 
court  of  justice.  It  is,  howeyer,  unquestionable,  that  they  may  exist, 
through  the  influence  of  the  imagination,  the  fear  of  inoompetency,  dislike 
of  the  indiyidual,  etc    The  **  £yil  Eye"  of  the  Greeks  ii  an  apt  mustration. 

Vol.  L  10 
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least  indication  of  the  menses.  About  every  twentj-eight 
days,  she  felt  some  slight  uneasiness  about  the  pelvis,  folloired 
for  a  day  or  two  by  an  active  diarrhoea.  This  occurrence  she 
had  noticed,  since  about  the  age  of  seventeen  or  eighteen. 

As  no  connection  could  be  effected  by  her  husband,  she  at 
length  consented  to  an  examination.  The  external  parts  were 
fully  formed,  but  no  vagina  could  be  discovered.  On  a  plane 
with  the  meatus  urinarius,  or  about  the  situation  of  the  hymen, 
there  is  a  complete  septum  or  partition.  It  has  a  firm  appeal^ 
ance,  though  it  yields  somewhat  to  the  finger.  There  is  not 
the  least  opening  into  it  in  any  part.  Imagining  that  it  might 
possibly  be  an  imperforated  hymen,  Dr.  Mott  made  an  incision 
into  it  about  an  inch  in  depth — ^but  without  success.  After 
this  closed,  he  made  a  second  attempt,  until  he  had  proceeded 
between  two  and  three  inches.  No  marks  of  a  vagina  could 
however  be  discovered.  Dr.  Mott  is  of  opinion  that  both 
vagina  and  uterus  are  wanting.  She  has  never  ezperi^iced 
the  least  sexual  desire.'*' 


*  New  York  Med.  and  Phjs.  Journal,  yoI.  ii.  p.  19.  A  ease  probaUj  «f 
the  Bame  nature,  is  mentioned  in  the  Lond.  Med.  Repository,  yoL  tUL  p.  847. 

Other  oases  are  referred  to  in  DaTis'  Obstetric  Medicine,  p.  112.  *<Bie]i- 
erand  mentions  a  similar  case,  in  which  nature  was  periodicallj  relieTed  l^ 
a  discharge  of  bloodj  urine."  (Dumlop.) 

Dr.  Lee  (Cjclop.  Praot.  Med.,  art.  Diaeatea  of  the  Ovariaf)  states  ilie  fol- 
lowing as  communicated  to  him  by  Prof.  EUiotson :  A  young  married  femals 
had  noTer  menstruated,  yet  had  yiolent  pains  every  month.  Connection 
went  on,  yet  with  severe  pain.  On  examination,  which  was  finally  eon- 
sented  to,  no  vagina  could  be  discovered,  <*  the  part,  on  opening  the  labia» 
being  as  flat  as  the  palm  of  my  hand.''  Mr.  Cline  attempted  twiee  to  re- 
move the  difficulty  by  an  operation  within  the  labia,  but  without  sooeess. 
It  is  justly  supposed  that  the  uterus  was  here  wanting,  but  from  the  appear- 
ance of  the  breasts  and  other  circumstances,  that  the  ovaria  had  been  AiDy 
developed. 

Such  was  actually  found  to  be  the  case  in  an  instance  of  w^perfortU 
vagina,  (as  it  is  called,  but  where  that  organ  was  found  closed  by  a  tUek 
muscular-looking  substance,)  operated  on  by  Dr.  Macfarlane,  of  Glasgow. 
The  patient  died,  and  on  dissection  no  uterus  was  found,  but  the  ovaries 
were  large  and  weU  formed.  In  this  female  the  breasts  were  fUUy  developed. 
(Medico- Chirurffieal  Review,  vol.  xxii.  p.  460.) 

Dr.  Watson,  of  New  Tork,  operated  on  a  young  German  woman  tot  oob- 
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Foder^  also  relates  the  following  case  from  the  Causes  CeU- 
Ires:  In  1722,  a  young  woman,  aged  twenty-five,  in  good 
health,  was  married  at  Paris.  Six  years  elapsed  without  con- 
summating the  nuptials;  at  the  end  of  which  she  consented  to 
be  visited  by  a  midwife.  This  person  declared  that  she  could 
find  none  of  the  sexual  organs,  and  that  their  place  was  occu- 
pied by  a  solid  body.  The  female  stated  at  this  time,  that 
though  in  good  health,  she  had  never  been  subject  to  the 
menses.  A  surgeon  named  Dejours  was  afterwards  called  in; 
and  on  examination,  he  supposed  that  an  incision  into  this 
solid  mass  might  remedy  the  inconvenience;  and  he  accord- 
ingly performed  it  in  1734,  but  without  success;  as,  after 
cutting  down  two  inches,  he  still  found  the  mass  in  equal 
quantity,  and  the  hope  of  its  being  a  superficial  obstruction 
was  destroyed.  He  contented  himself  with  keeping  the  wound 
open,  and  an  aperture  was  thus  preserved.  In  the  year  1742, 
the  husband  applied  to  the  court  to  annul  the  marriage. 
Levret  and  Saumet,  on  being  consulted,  stated  that  they  had 
found  an  aperture  of  two  or  three  inches  in  length;  that  the 
cicatrix  of  the  former  operation  still  remained;  and  that  either 
through  fear,  or  the  prudence  of  the  surgeon,  it  had  not  been 
sufficiently  extensive  to  remove  the  obstacles.  Ferrin,  Petit, 
and  Morand,  on  the  other  hand,  deposed  that  the  operation 
had  been  properly  performed,  and  that  it  was  not  probable 
that  the  parts  necessary  for  generation  had  ever  been  present, 
either  before  or  after  marriage.  The  court,  however,  refused 
to  annul  the  connection,  from  an  idea  that  a  cure  was  prac- 
ticable. The  female  died  at  Lyons  about  ten  years  after;  and 
on  dissection,  the  vagina  and  uterus  were  found  to  constitute 
one  solid  mass,  without  any  cavity  in  either.* 


genital  oeolusion  of  the  yagina.  A  passage  was  obtained  as  far  as  the  os 
tincsB,  but  the  whole  nterus  appears  to  be  atrophied.  There  was  no  men- 
stroal  fluid.  {Forry^t  New  York  Journal  of  Medicine,  vol.  iii.  p.  888.) 

*  Foder^,  toL  i.  p.  885.  StiU  more  remarkable  cases  are  on  record.  In 
the  article  Ccu  rare*,  in  the  Dictionnaire  des  Sciences  Medioales,  yol.  It.  p. 
166,  it  is  asserted,  on  the  authority  of  Hufeland,  that  the  body  of  a  child 
three  years  old  was  lately  opened  at  Berlin,  in  whieh  there  was  not  the 


140  nCPOTSKCE  AKD  ST^BIUTt. 

In  other  cases  the  vagina  is  entirely  wanting,  and  yet  on 
dissection  or  by  operations  during  life,  the  uterus  is  found 
present.  Thus,  in  one  by  M.  Villaume,  the  hymen  was  pre- 
sent, but  there  was  merely  a  mass  of  cellular  tissue  in  the 
place  of  the  vagina,  and  by  an  operation  an  opening  was  made 
to  the  uterus.*  In  another,  by  Dr.  Moulon,  of  Trieste,  there 
was  no  exterior  trace  of  the  external  organs,  but  on  dissection, 
the  uterus,  with  its  appendages,  were  seen  of  their  natural  sise 
and  well  formed,  f  Professor  Warren,  of  Boston,  recently  ope- 
rated in  a  case  where  the  vagina  was  wanting,  although  the 
aperture  of  the  urethra  was  well  formed,  and  the  clitoris  and 
nymphsd  appeared  as  usual.  The  female  was  twenty-three 
years  old.  The  breasts  were  natural.  No  uterus  could  be 
discovered  on  examination.  The  operation  ended  favorably, 
a  sanguineous  discharge  resembling  the  catamenia  occurred, 
and  Dr.  Hayward  supposed  that  he  could  distinguish  some- 
thing like  an  uterus.^ 


sUghtest  trace,  either  extemaUj  or  intemallj,  of  any  part  of  the  genital 
organs  peculiar  to  either  sex.  (Medico-Chirurgical  Reriew,  toL  It.  p.  800.) 
Another,  reflembling  the  above,  and  occurring  in  a  girl  fourteen  years  old, 
is  quoted  from  the  Journal  de  M^decine,  in  the  American  Journal  of  the 
Medical  Sciences,  vol.  ii.  p.  412.     This  individual  eigoys  good  health. 

*  LitteVs  Monthly  Journal  of  Foreign  Medicine,  toI.  i.  p.  876,  firom 
Archives  G^n^rales. 

f  American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences,  vol.  ii.  p.  198,  from  Journal  de 
Progres.  Sometimes  the  vagina  is  found  ending  in  a  eul-de-tae,  as  in  ease 
of  Agatha  M^lassene,  who  died,  aged  27,  at  the  Hotel-Dieu,  in  1828.  The 
external  organs  were  well  formed,  and  the  breasts  full ;  yet  on  dissection, 
no  uterus  could  be  found,  but  the  broad  ligaments  were  present,  containing 
in  their  folds  the  Fallopian  tubes  and  well-developed  ovaries.  (Litt^l's  Jour- 
nal of  Foreign  Medicine,  vol.  i.  p.  114.)  A  smaU  orifice  leading  to  the 
bladder,  unaccompanied  with  a  vagina,  occurred  at  Mr.  Syme's  Edinburgh 
Surgical  Hospital.  (Edinburgh  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  vol.  xxxvii.  p.  887.) 

X  American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences,  vol.  xiii.  p.  79.  A  similar  case 
is  related  by  Mr.  Edwards,  in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 
Tol.  xli.  p.  408.  The  editor,  in  commenting  on  this,  remarks  that  cases  of 
oongenital  deficiency  of  the  vagina  are  Tery  rare,  and  quotes  three,  firom 
Heyer,  Oberteufer,  and  Howship. 

Another  instance  occurring  to  M.  Manonry,  of  Chartres,  France,  is  men- 
tioned in  Medioo-Chimrgical  Review,  toL  xxxvi.  p.  681. 
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2.  Another  oanse,  (as  assigned  by  systematic  writers,)  both 
of  impotence  and  sterility,  is  a  natural  or  fistulous  communi- 
cation of  the  vagina  with  the  bladder  or  rectum.  Foder^ 
mentions  cases  of  this  nature,  where  the  female  menstruated 
by  the  rectum,  and  every  possible  remedy  failed  of  success. 
There  are,  however,  exceptions  to  this ;  since  we  have  accounts 
of  impregnation  in  one  or  two  instances,  and  where  delivery 
was  affected  by  the  malformed  passages.  Louis'  famous  case 
was  of  this  description.  The  thesis  that  he  wrote  on  this  sub* 
ject,  "In  uxore  sic  disposita,  uti  fas  sit,  vel  non?  judicent 
theologi  morales:"  was  made  the  subject  of  a  prosecution  by 
the  Parliament  of  Paris,  and  the  Doctors  of  the  Sorbonne  inter* 
dieted  him  from  addressing  the  casuists.  The  Pope,  howeveri 
allowed  him  to  publish  it  in  1754.'*' 

3.  A  prolapsus  or  retroversion  of  the  uterus,  or  a  prolapsus 
of  the  vagina.  These  are  of  course  curable  during  their  first 
stages ;  but  instances  have  occurred  where  they  are  of  long 
standing,  and  cannot  be  reduced,  since  the  introduction  of  the 
fingers  causes  the  most  vivid  pain.f 

4.  A  cancer  of  the  vagina  or  uterus,  from  the  pain  that 
accompanies  it,  may  be  considered  as  an  absolute  cause.^ 
Without  this,  however,  it  would  not  seem  to  be  incompatible 
with  impregnation.     Dr.  Beatty,  of  Dublin,  had  a  pregnant 


*  Medico- Chirurgioal  Review,  toL  t.  p.  229.  A  late  case  of  the  same 
nature  occurred  to  Prof.  RosBi,  in  Piedmont.  (Dictionnaire  des  Sciences 
Medicales,  toI.  xxiy.,  art.  ImpuUtance.)  Two  other  oases  are  related  by 
Daris,  (Obstetric  Medicine,  p.  121,)  on  the  authority  of  Puxos  and  PortaL 

f  Pregnancy  is,  howeyer,  possible,  eyen  with  an  external  prolapsus  of  the 
uterus.  See  cases  quoted  in  the  Cyclopedia  of  Practical  Medicine,  toI.  iii. 
p.  493. 

Mr.  Guillemot  has  collected  **from  various  sources,  nine  cases  of  the  kind, 
the  first  two  of  which  are  particularly  remarkable,  as  examples  of  gesta- 
tion accomplished  where  the  prolapse  was  complete."  (Montgomen/y  Sigm  of 
Pregnancy f  p.  194.) 

**  There  is  more  than  one  case  on  record,  where  impregnation  was  effected, 
although  the  prolapse  was  irreducible."  {Churchill  on  Diteatet  of  FemaUt, 
p.  216.) 

I  In  the  New  England  Journal,  vol  ix.  p.  161,  is  a  case  by  M.  Lassere, 
which  evidently  proves  the  position  in  the  text. 
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female  laboring  under  the  disease,  and  Dr.  F.  H.  Ramsbotham 
observes  in  bis  Lectures,  that  in  one  case  at  least,  which  he 
attended,  he  had  an  opportunity  of  knowing  that  the  disease 
existed  before  impregnation. "*"  Dr.  Waller  relates  an  instance 
where  the  female  was  safely  delivered,  but  died  in  six  weeks 
after,  t 

Dr.  Lever,  also,  in  his  work  on  Organic  Diseases  of  the 
Uterus,  mentions  six  additional  cases,  and  has  enumerated 
many  other  organic  affections  of  that  organ,  which  are  shown; 
not  to  be  incompatible  with  pregnancy.J 

5.  Extreme  brevity  of  the  vagina  (congenital)  would  seem 
to  be  occasionally  an  incurable  cause,  so  far  as  relates  to  the 
pain  caused  by  connection,  although  possibly  it  may  not  be 
accompanied  with  sterility.  Dr.  Gooch  says  that  he  onoe 
met  with  a  case  of  this  kind,  and  relates  that  Dr.  Hunter  was 
consulted  by  a  lady  in  a  mask,  laboring  under  this.  He  told 
her  that  she  was  the  most  unfortunate  partner  that  a  man  could 
have,  as  there  was  no  cure.§  Dr.  Dewees  appears  to  have 
met  with  two  cases — in  one,  the  whole  distance  to  which  the 
finger  could  be  passed  did  not  exceed  one  inch  or  an  inch  and 
a  half;  in  the  other  it  was  apparently  connected  with  an  ab- 
sence of  the  uterus,  as  the  vagina  terminated  in  a  cul-de-sae. 
This  female  had  never  menstruated ;  yet  she  had  all  the  marks 
of  womanhood,  and  enjoyed  sexual  intercourse. || 

The  curable  causes  are — 1.  A  dense  substance  covering  the 
orifice  of  the  vagina.  Par^,  Ruysch,  Fabricius,  and  many 
others,  relate  cases  of  this  kind ;  in  some  of  which  the  mem- 
brane, which  is  generally  the  hymen,  was  so  strong  that  the 
menstrual  blood  was  accumulated  behind  it  in  large  quantities. 
Foder^  quotes  a  case  from  Fabricius,  where  the  husband  de- 


*  London  Med.  Qaiette,  toI.  xyi.  p.  466. 

t  Lancet,  N.  S.,  toL  xxt.  p.  835. 

X  See»  in  addition  to  Dr.  LeTer*8  work,  the  foUowing :  Mr.  Sherwin, 
London  Med.  Gaxette,  toL  xzxiii.  p.  BOG;  two  cases  of  fungoid  diseaM  of 
uterus  complicated  with  pregnancy.  Edinburgh  Med.  and  Surg.  JouniAl, 
ToL  Ixi.  p.  161. 

2  Gooch's  Midwiftfry,  p.  45.  ||  Dewees  on  the  Diseases  of  FemalM. 
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manded  a  dissolution  of  the  marriage,  from  the  impossibility 
of  having  perfect  connection.  The  female,  however,  declared 
herself  pregnant ;  and  by  an  incision  into  the  membrane,  the 
obstacle  was  removed,  and  the  pregnancy  completed  at  the 
time  indicated.'*'  Dr.  Physick  is  also  stated  to  have  operated 
with  success  in  a  case  where  the  vagina  was  entirely  closed  up 
to  a  considerable  distance  within  the  os  extemum.f 

2.  An  extreme  narrowness  of  the  vagina.  Should  preg- 
nancy intervene,  no  apprehension  need  be  entertained  of  the 
result  in  this  case,  as  it  has  been  repeatedly  observed  that  a 
>iilatation  gradually  takes  place  before  the  period  of  delivery. 
It  may  be  remarked,  however,  that  this  occurs  more  readily 
in  young  females  than  in  those  of  advanced  years.| 

*  Foder^  yoL  L  p.  889.  I  shall  notice  this  more  in  detail  in  the  chapter 
on  Rape. 

f  Dorsej's  Surgery,  vol.  ii.  p.  868.  A  remarkable  case  of  a  married  wo- 
man, in  whom  the  fossa  magna  were  closed  up  to  the  orifice  of  the  uterus, 
18  quoted  from  Fletcher's  Medico-Chirurgical  Notes  and  Illustrations.  She 
was  relieyed  by  an  operation.  A  passage  had,  howeycr,  previously  been 
effected  into  the  bladder  by  the  urethra,  which  was  greatly  enlarged.  (Lan- 
cet, N.  S.,  ToL  yiii.  p.  613.) 

Br.  Coste,  of  Marseilles,  giyes  a  case  where  the  imperforate  yagina  was 
ooyered  with  an  integument.  The  clitoris  was  greatly  enlarged.  The  mal- 
eonformation  was  removed  by  an  operation.  (Medico-Chirurgical  Review, 
ToL  xxix.  p.  526.)  A  still  more  remarkable  case  is  quoted  by  Dr.  Churchill, 
(Diseases  of  Females,  p.  48,)  from  Amusat.  No  vagina  could  be  discovered, 
but  a  large  and  fluctuating  tumor  at  the  upper  part  of  the  pelvis  was  felt 
through  the  rectum.  As  an  operation  was  deemed  impossible,  on  account 
of  the  danger  of  wounding  the  bladder  or  rectum,  Amusat  proposed  to 
separate  the  contiguous  organs  by  traction,  and  actually  succeeded.  With 
his  fingers  he  depressed  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  vulva  until  it  yielded, 
and  gradually,  with  the  aid  of  a  sound  and  a  sponge  tent,  reached  the 
tumor.  This  he  opened  with  a  bistoury,  and  a  large  quantity  of  dark  jelly- 
like  fluid  was  discharged.  The  patient,  aged  15,  after  this,  menstruated 
regularly,  and  her  health  became  perfectly  established. 

Another  case  of  complete  imperforation  of  the  vagina,  cured  by  an  opera- 
tion, and  succeeded  by  regular  menstruation,  is  stated  by  Dr.  Kennedy  in 
Ferry's  New  York  Journal  of  Medicine,  vol.  i.  p.  207. 

X  Dr.  Davis  mentions  a  case  in  which  the  narrowness  returned  after  the 
first  delivery,  and  was  only  completely  relieved  after  the  second  birth. 
Obstetric  Medicine,  p.  102.  See  also  the  subsequent  pages  of  his  work  for 
additional  cases.     M.  Amusat  lately  removed  a  congenital  oooluaion  of  the 


144  UFOIIKCB  AJn>  ffnBXLOT. 

Sometimes,  however,  there  is  a  degree  of  irritability  com- 
bined with  the  narrowness,  as  to  cause  extreme  pain  and 
fainting,  on  attempting  coition.  Dr.  A.  T.  Thomson  mentions 
an  instance  of  this  nature,  where  he  and  Sir  Charles  M.  Clark, 
in  consultation,  attempted  every  means  to  allay  it  and  dilate, 
but  without  success. 

3.  Independent  of  the  natural  narrowness  just  mentionedi 
there  is  a  similar  aflfection  that  occasionally  originates  from 
accidental  causes  ;*  such  as  tumors  and  callosities,  cicatrices 


Tftgina,  in  a  female  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  brought  from  Germany,  by 
gradual  dilatation  with  a  blunt  instrument  There  was  nothing  now  to  pre- 
Tent  oonception,  but  from  the  state  of  the  parts,  he  considered  the  danger 
imminent,  should  gestation  ooeur.  (Medieo-Ckintfyieal  Review,  toL  zzix. 
p.  622.) 

*  These  are  so  numerous  and  rarious,  that  I  will  only  refer  to  some  of  the 
more  remarkable: — 

Davis'  Obstetric  Medicine,  p.  116  to  120. 

On  obliteration  of  the  ragina.  by  C»sar  Hawkins.  (London  Med.  Gas.) 

Cyclopedia  of  Practical  Medicine,  toL  iL  p.  601,  art.  Impotence,  by  Dr. 
Beatty. 

Appendix  to  I>r.  Hamilton's  Practical  Obserrations  on  Midwifery,  pert  2. 

Merriman's  Synopsis,  Appendix  No.  11. 

Of  American  cases,  I>r.  Williams,  in  American  Journal  Med.  Seiences, 
ToL  xi.  p.  408;  Dr.  Hoillemin,  ibid.,  toI.  xt.  p.  407;  Dr.  Mussey,  roL  zxL 
p.  883.  A  case  by  Dr.  Barret,  of  Kentucky,  where  death  foUowed  from 
rupture  of  the  uterus  in  a  second  deliTery,  haring  been  maltreated  in  tbe 
first.  On  examination,  there  was  found  a  complete  adhesion  of  the  Tagina, 
learing  only  a  septum  of  one  or  two  lines  at  the  lowest  part.  Through  this, 
impregnation  must  have  been  effected.  (Drake's  Western  Medical  and  Pky* 
sical  Journal,  toL  iii.  p.  206.)  Two  cases,  caused  by  ulceration,  by  Dr.  Car- 
roll, of  Ohio,  ibid.,  yol.  xi.  p.  546.  A  case  by  Dr.  Hicks,  of  Miasissli^ 
American  Med.  Intelligencer,  vol.  ii.  p.  85.  A  case  by  Dr.  Pugb,  (friNa 
Maryland  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,)  in  Medico-Chirurgical  Reriew,  toL  zL 
p.  573.  A  case  by  Prof.  McNaughton,  in  the  New  ToriL  Medical  and  ^yn* 
cal  Journal,  toI.  tI.  p.  252. 

Dr.  Fish,  in  Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  toL  xt.  p.  268. 

A  case  related  by  Dr.  White,  of  St.  Louis.  Here  (in  1833)  a  high  itata 
of  inflammation  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  Tagiaa,  and  adheoioaL  of 
its  parietes  were  induced  by  a  steam  doctor,  who  iujected,  by  wmtake^  wemm 
••▼en  or  eight  times,  an  incision  of  red  pepper  into  the  v^^ma,  instead  of 
tks  rtetym.  This  hermc  remedy  was  used  to  present  an  attack  of  c^olara. 
Dr.  White  was  obliged  to  make  an  extenaiTe  incision.  (Baltimore  Mod.  and 
Surg.  Joonal,  toL  iL  p.  814.) 


'rowbridge,  in  BobIod  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  to!,  iili.  p.  120. 
■•tab,  of  I'hiUdetphi&,  in  PhiUdflphia  >teil.  EiBmiDsr,  toI.  t.  p.  1 ; 
^en,  in  ibid.,  p.  G8:  Dr.  Daveioc  (frum  New  OrleaDB  Med.  Journtl,] 
,  Tol.  riii.  p,  ^56.  This  vns  in  a  preKOftut  female,  and  aa  operation 
ceaaarj  to  diviJo  the  obalruclion,  which  w«i  elaHlie,  but  bo  com- 
cloaed  the  Tagina,  that  the  meases  bad  passed  merelj  through  k 
terforation. 

M  b;  Dr.  Stedman  in  the  Edinburgh  Med,  and  Surg.  Journal,  Tot, 
.p.2Bj  by  Dr.  TurnbuU.  in  ibid..  toI.  iiiii.  p.  128;  bj  Mr.  Ingleby, 

-.  TOl,  Sl».   p.    111. 

Boebm,  quoted  in  LodiIod  and  Edinburgh  Monthly  Med.  Jonmal, 

p.  4T8;  Mr.  Square,  in  Fcovlneial  Med.  Journal,  Medical  Timet, 
p.  8  78,  Anesiii  V  agin  to. 

e  Medieo-Chirurgiciil  Traosnations,  toI.  li.  p.  445,  a  case  is  related 
Agreaa  in  Jamaica,  in  whom  Ibere  was  a  complete  adhesion  of  the 
U)<]  abe  asserted  thai  it  was  owing  to  on  operatioo  pl^^^a^med  in 

for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the  chai^tily  of  tltc  fL'male.  This  ap- 
adeed  to  have  been  uu  anctetit  custom,  as  it  is  mentioned  by  Strabo. 

11  the  praotice,  is  prored  by  the  obserralions  of  Burckhardt,  who 
isl  the  ilaaghters  of  the  Arabs,  Ababde  and  Djaafeere.  who  are  of 
n  origin,  and  who  inhabit  the  western  bantcs  of  the  Nile  from  Thebes 

aa  the  cataracts,  and  generally  ibose  of  all  tbe  people  lo  the  south 
ne  and  Esne.  as  far  as  Sennaar,  undergo  excision  of  the  clitoris  at 
I  of  from  three  lo  six  years.  The  healing  of  the  wound  is  contrived 
e  the  parts,  except  at  one  place  for  the  passage  of  the  urine  and 
;  and  tbe  adheaious  are  not  broken  through  until  tbe  day  befora 
ge,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  intended  bridegroom.  Some  hare  tha 
own  up,  and,  like  eunuchs,  become  more  valuable  on  aocount  of  tbeir 
■s  for  sexual  connection.  (EUiotton'i  Btummbaeh,  p.  456;  see  also 
!  and  Ltgh'i  TVavtU.) 
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4.  We  may  add  long-continued  hemorrhage,  recent  pro- 
lapsus of  the  uterus  or  yagina,  and  even  protracted  flaor  albtu, 
to  the  above.  They  prevent  connection  from  the  pain  tiiat 
occurs,  or  the  diseased  state  that  is  present. 

5.  Mr.  Ingleby  suggests  an  additional  cause  in  a  protrusion 
of  the  bladder  into  the  vagina.  He  has  met  with  one  case  of 
this  description,  where  this  impediment  arose  several  yean 
after  marriage.* 

The  causes  of  sterility  of  an  incurable  nature,  and  sensible 
to  the  sight  or  touch  during  life,  may  be  stated  thus:  A 
scirrhous  or  cartilaginous  uterus ;  stricture  in  the  cavity  of 
that  organ  ;t  a  polypus  in  the  interior  of  the  uterus ;  enlarged 
and  scirrhous  ovaria. 

The  want  of  the  uterus,  should  that  occur,  is  seldom  pod- 
tively  known  till  after  death.J 


Bommate  his  marriage.  On  examination,  the  aperture  of  the  ragiiiA 
fonnd  very  narrow,  and  a  cicatrix  was  on  the  perineaum.  It  was  his  old 
patient.  He  advised  patience ;  and  in  a  short  time  the  female  became  preg- 
nant, and  was  safely  delivered.  In  a  parallel  case,  the  husband  deemed  H 
a  most  unequivocal  proof  of  previous  purity.  [London  Medical  OoMttU,  ToL 
xi.  p.  128.) 

*  Edin.  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  voL  xliv.  p.  482. 

f  Baillie's  Morbid  Anatomy,  p.  871.     **  Slight  inflammation,**  he  d 
"may  induce  this,  and  the  obliteration  particularly  occurs  in  that  part  wh 
the  cavity  is  narrowest.** 

{  Memoirs  of  the  Medical  Society  of  London,  voL  iv.  p.  94.  See  also 
Burns*  Midwifery,  chapter  iv.  note  47,  for  references;  Morgagni,  letter  46; 
and  Cooke*s  edition  of  the  same,  vol.  ii.  p.  450.  A  case  by  Dr.  8t«n,  of 
Berlin,  illustrates  the  variety  of  external  conformation  that  occurs.  She 
was  married,  aged  24,  weU  formed,  slender,  and  delicate,  with  full  breasts. 
The  vagina  was  imperforate,  and  on  operating,  nothing  but  a  mass  of  cdla- 
lar  tissue  could  be  found.  She  had  never  menstruated.  Dr.  Stein  supposes, 
with  probability,  that  the  uterus  is  wanting,  and  infers  that  it  is  the  waria 
and  not  the  uterut^  which,  by  their  influence,  g^ive  to  the  female  her  charae- 
teristics.  (Annals  of  Philosophy,  vol.  xvi.  p.  114.)  This  last  opinion  is  cor- 
roborated by  known  facts,  such  as  the  case  of  Mr.  Pears,  in  the  Phflos. 
Trans,  for  1805.  The  woman  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine.  Her  stature 
about  four  feet  six  inches,  having  ceased  to  grow  at  ten  years  of  age.  She 
never  menstruated;  her  breasts  and  nipples  never  enlarged  more  than  in 
the  male  subject;  there  was  no  appearance  of  hair  on  the  pubes,  and  she 
never  showed  any  passion  for  the  male  sex.    On  dissection,  the  os  (Ino0 
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'  The  causes  which  may  be  curable,  are,  obliquity  b  the  po- 
ison of  the  uterus ;  too  great  irritability  of  that  organ ;  ex- 


.9  were  founil  of  llie  usual  farm,  but  the;  had  aeier  iocreiiBed  b 
pd  their  *i>e  in  Liie  inrsat  pUle;  tbe  pasiutge  ialo  Ilic  uliirus  through  Um    | 
I,  iru  obliqae;  the  OTJif  ol  (Jin  uierus  of  Ibe  oommoD  ah*pe,  and  thf    | 
li&opUii  tub«s  were  perriaus  to  llie  GmbrtB;  the  coats  of  (bo  u' 
■tbruiotli;  anJ  lA*  oooria  aa-e  mo  indialinct,  at  ralher  to  ihov  Ik. 
4  oofkl  lo  have/ornud  Ihem,  Oibb  any  part  of  Iheir  natural  tlnicUirt.  (Edll^    ' 
L  uid  Surg.  Joumnl,  rol.  iii.  p.  105.)    Mr.  Pott  remoTi^d  the  o- 
le  of  inguinal  hernia,  b;  a  surgical  aperation.    (Works,  rol.  ii.  p.  210.) 
«  Ibis  p«riod.  the  female  (aged  Iwcnty-lhree)  was  elout,  large-breasted^ 
d  regular!;:  afterwards,  although  she  enjoyed  good  betdt^ 
la  Lhinner,  her  brensla  were  gone,  and  she  nerer  menstruated. 
I  Additional  eoiea  of  the  abscneo  or  imperfecl  state  of  (he  uterus  or  OToHli 

IB  also  of  Ibe  Togina,  msj  be  found  in  the  London  Med.  Beporif-    i 
',  ToL  xtii.  p.  IS,  bjr  I>r.  Rennuldiai   Lancet,  K,  8.,  lol.  i.  p.  624,  b^ 
'.  Maefarlane;    Davia'  Obslctrio  Medicine,  p.  G18;   Andral's  Pathologioal 
miomj,  ToL  ii.  p.  414;   Gooch's  Midwifery,  p.  S.     By  Dr.  Albers,  (froi 

B  Bepertoriutn,  September,   I8:!5;)    Ibis  case  was  eiamiaed  afttf 
ath,  which  occurred  at  the  age  of  47.  (Lancet,  N.  8,,  vol.  ivii.  p.  570,)  A 
W  ofk  female,  aged  19,  in  the  Biraiiagham  loBrmarf.  August,  1835.    Th« 
■  va«  wanting,  and  tbere  was  no  trace  of  a  Tagino.  but  the  OTaritt 
w  pt  the  natural  die,  and  the  breasts  irere  small,  but  decidedly  formedi     I 
inB  ProTincial  Med.  and  Surg.  Associotion.  vol.  iii.  p.  399.) 
a  Journal  Med.  Scienaes,  voL  ».  p.  3'J3,  case  by  Dr.  J.  B.  8. 
r  a  female  eiamincd  at  Bostunj   the  external  organs  and  breaal* 
B  faHy  dcTcloped,  but  the  Tagiua  and  uterus  were  wanting :  the  Falltn     . 
t  lubes  and  ovaries  were  natural.     Ibid.,  vol.  zivi.  p.  38,  by  Dr.  Chew, 
|£alLiinoTc;  the  female  living;  p.  185,  liy  Dr.  Burggrave,  of  Ghent,  poBt- 
aminalion. 

a  JoDmal  of  Medical  Sciences,  N.  8.,  vol.  i.  p.  348,  by  Dr.  Betinet, 
K«w  Jeney;  in  tbis,  an  operation  proved  useleis,  as  the  parts  dosed 
;  p.  493.  by  Dr.  Seguin,  from  Itevue  Aledicale;  p.  404,  by  Dr.  O'Bryon, 
■  tk*  Dublin  Journal;  vol.  iu.  p.  199,  by  Dr.  Berlani,  of  Milan;  in  thii, 
k  «*gin*  and  uteros  wore  wanting;  she  (Caroline  Fossall)  had  DCTW 
vii,  p.  4S9,  by  Dr.  Mondini,  IVum  an  Italian  Journal.  Tfali 
I  attw  menstruated,  but  every  month  there  was  bleeJing  from  the 
t  died  of  fever,  and  on  dissection,  the  ovaries  were  natural,  bat 
•  w*a  no  ulems  or  vagina. 
Hadleo-Cbirurgiaal  Review,  vol.  hit.  p.  547,  case  by  Rayer  at  the  Ooo- 
Ul  d«  U  Charitd. 
!ll«w  York  Jvuraal  of  Medicino  and  Surgery,  vol.  ill.  p.  135,  by  Dr.  IsOM 

Mwlioo-Cblnirgieol  Transactions,  vol  uiv.  p.  187,  by  Dr.  R.  Boyd. 
VriOali  and  foreign  Medieal  Bcviow,  vol.  iii.  p.  640,  by  Dr.  Wehr,  of 
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cessiYe  menstruation ;  leucorrhoea ;  retention  of  the  menses.* 
This  last,  however,  is  not  by  any  means  a  certain  cause  of 
sterility,  as  women  have  become  pregnant  without  the  menses 
ever  occurring.f 

We  should  readily  suppose  that  an  imperforate  uterus  most 
be  productive  of  sterility,  were  not  an  opposite  case  related  on 
the  highest  authority.  A  female  in  London,  in  labor  with  her 
first  child,  (November,  1836,)  was  found  by  Mr.  Tweedie,  the 
reporter,  and  Dr.  Ashwell,  to  have  no  orifice  into  the  uterus, 
nor  was  delivery  accomplished  until  after  an  operation.^  In 
this,  and  similar  cases,  it  is  supposed  that  the  orifice  of  the 

Cassel;  vol.  xiii.  p.  280,  by  Dr.  Cramer.  Here  the  vagina  was  well  formed, 
but  ending  in  a  cul-de-sao,  with  Ticarious  menstruation  and  sexual  appetite. 

*  Mr.  Semirier,  of  Paris,  has  published  a  case  of  obliquity  of  the  08  uteri 
in  a  sterile  female,  which  was  accidentally  removed  by  a  fall  f^m  a  horse. 
Conception  subsequently  occurred.  He  also  mentions  extreme  softness  or 
induration  of  the  neck,  as  occasionally  curable  causes.  {Amer.  Journal  MkL 
SetenetMf  vol  xxii.  p.  472.) 

F.oder^  and  Mahon  mention  dropsy  (hydatids)  and  tympany  of  the  womb 
as  causes.  Denman,  however,  observes  that,  according  to  his  ezperienoe^ 
they  have  not  prevented  conception.  (Denman^  pp.  148  and  149  ) 

f  I  have  already  referred  to  Dr.  Duncan's  Essay,  and  will  only  add,  tliat 
it  contains  a  notice  of  malconformation  in  the  genital  organs  of  both  sexes, 
as  connected  with  deficiency  of  the  urinary  bladder.  Copious  references  are 
given  to  all  preceding  cases  on  record.  See  Edin.  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal, 
vol.  i.  p.  132.  Additional  cases  of  female  malconformation  are  also  eon* 
tained  in  Edin.  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  vol.  i.  p.  89,  by  Mr.  Coates;  toL  L 
p.  128,  by  Astley  Cooper,  Esq. ;  and  vol.  vii.  p.  23,  by  Mr.  Conquest;  in  Lea* 
don  Med.  Gazette,  vol.  x.  p.  8,  by  Mr.  Earle.  This  last  writer  observes,  tbaft 
there  are  but  seven  or  eight  recorded  cases  of  such  malconformations  in  Che 
female,  while  there  are  at  least  sixty  related  of  its  occurrence  in  the  male. 
It  is  not  incompatible  with  impregnation.  See  the  case  of  the  ComiA 
woman,  by  Dr.  Huxham,  Phil.  Trans.,  vol.  xxxii.  p.  408;  also,  vol.  xz.  p.  66; 
and  Mr.  Earle*s  Clinical  Lecture  on  this  subject,  as  above.  A  very  corioas 
American  case,  where  the  Csesarean  operation  was  successfully  performed, 
and  the  parts  generally  resembled  the  cases  above  enumerated,  is  related  1^ 
Dr.  Hamilton,  of  Enfield,  Connecticut,  in  Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Journsl, 
vol.  xi.  p.  93. 

X  Guy's  Hospital  Reports,  vol.  ii.  p.  258.  See  also  London  Med.  Qasetts^ 
vol.  XX.  pp.  392,  585.  Dr.  Tweedie  delivered  this  female  a  second  time, 
after  an  operation.  He  considers  it  ascertained,  that  in  her,  the  cervix  oteil 
was  wanting,  and  consequently,  that  after  impregnation,  adhesive  matter. 
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B  being  exceedingly  minute,  may  be  obliterated  by  slight 
I  inflammation  after  conception. 


•In  concluding  this  subject,  it  is  proper  to  add  that  there  are 
'"»Jiny  cases  of  constitutional  sterility  which  we  cannot  explain. 
Ai^hwell,  in  his  treatise  on  Parturition,  ascribes  it  to  four 
principal  causes :  too  early  marriage,  general  ill  health,  too 
frequent  sexual  intercourse,  and  dysmenorrhoea.*  It  is  obvi- 
ous,  however,  that  these  are  far  from  being  invariable,  yet  the 
frequency  of  barrenness  among  prostitutes  has  led  to  some 
examinations,  and  afforded  us  several  interesting  facts.  Soma 
have  referred  it  to  a  state  of  exhaustion  of  the  uterine  system, 
prodnced  by  excessive  excitement,  and  in  illustration,  it  is  as- 

iiulcad  of  niacui.  m«7  have  closed  up  the  twaaW  opening  in  tfaeutertuirhkh 
doubiltis  exialtd.  (Oij/'f  ffotpital  Seporli,  lal.  it.  p,  117.) 
^^^uA  nuulicr  of  cases  of  occlusion  of  Ibe  uLerus  are  referred  to  bj  him  uid 
^HkAebwdl.  Id  ibid.,  pp.  120,  126. 

^^^■r.  Webbw,  of  New  HRlnpshire.  relate*  *  Bimillr  instnncc  uf  obliteralion 

^^^Flb«  0*  uleri.     A  aligbl  scrslcliing  with  the  finger,  aiilcd  by  the  effect  of 

Wwr-pains,  vas.  bowcTor,  sufScjent   [o  produce  a  gucce^Bfiil   dilatation. 

(Ann'.  Journal  Med.  Sciences,  toI.  xxir.  p.  256.   See  also  Orosae's  AddreaSf 

ift  TraDeaolions  Provincial  Medionl  .Association,  toI.  t.  p.  91,  British  and 

D  Med.  B«r.,  voL  »iU.  p,  65,  vol.  ii.  p.  2C3.) 

ittg  Oongtniial. — A  case  sucoessfullj  operateJ  on.  in  an  unmarried 

f  Profaasor  Delpech,  is  giren  in  the  Medico-Chimrgical  KeTiew, 

.  p.  5SS.     Anolber,  by  Prof.  Wnd  man,  from  Gniello  Meclicule,  in 

n  and  Edinburgh  Monthl;  JoDrna.!  Medical  Science.  toI.  ii.  p.  204. 

Le  Anrr.  Journal  Med.  Sciences,  vol.  iiii.  p.  1T2,  a  case  is  quoted 

a  Oerman  journal.  In  which  impregnntion  occurred,  while  Ih*  n 

ilelrly  tilled  bj  a  poljpus. 

on.  has  writleo  an  essay  on  Ibis  subject,  (De  Mogostooia  h 
KJnuione  orifloii  uteri  ciierni  Oommentatia,  Heidelberg.  1630,)  whioh 
1  in  the  .Archiies  de  la  Medecine  Beige,  vol.  iv.  p.  124.  He 
■  Iba  ooclusjou  lo  inHammation  induced  by  various  irrilant  ci 
t,  apparenll;  congeniial.  and  relieved  by  an  operation,  is  mentioned 
.,  *oL  vUi  p.  23ll,  hy  Dr.  Becauseesu,  of  Leige. 

r  of  hia  worV  in  Amer.  Journal  Med.  Scieaoes,  toL  It.  p.  149, 
considered  by  the  laws  of  various  countries  a  legal  ground  of 
U  it  au  among  the  Hindoos.     By  the  laws  of  China,  barrenneaa 
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sorted  that  some  of  the  most  abandoned,  on  going  to  Botany 
Bay  and  marrying  there,  become  the  mothers  of  large  families* 
An  anatomical  change  would,  however,  seem  to  cause  it  in 
certain  instances.  Thus  Mr.  Langstaff,  in  several  dissectionSy 
foond  the  fimbriated  extremities  of  the  Fallopian  tubes  on  one 
or  both  sides,  adherent  to  some  of  the  neighboring  parts,  and 
it  is  evident  that  the  constant  state  of  inflammatory  turgesoenoe 
in  the  generative  organs  must  lead  to  this."*" 

M.  Donn^  has  investigated  this  subject  in  another  point  of 
view.  In  a  communication  to  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences 
at  Paris,  he  states  that  he  submitted  the  spermatic  animalcules 
to  the  action  of  various  animal  fluids.  Blood,  milk,  and  pos 
seemed  to  have  no  visible  effect  upon  them,  but  the  urine  and 
saliva  appeared  to  kill  them  at  once.  Under  certain  circum- 
stances, the  vaginal  and  uterine  mucus,  even  of  females  appa- 
rently in  good  health,  was  such  as  instantly  to  destroy  them^f 
If  there  be  any  foundation  for  these  results,  we  can  readily 
explain  the  cause  of  sterility  in  diseased  females  and  in  pros- 
titutes. 

From  a  review  of  the  causes  of  impotence  in  both  the  sexes, 
it  is  evident  that  the  absolute  ones  are  few  in  number — iimi 
they  are  mostly  palpable  to  the  senses,  and  that  the  number 
formerly  assigned  to  this  class  has  been  greatly  reduced  by 
the  improvements  in  surgery.  The  medical  witness  must  of 
course  regulate  his  testimony  by  these  facts. 

I  have  already  stated  the  English  law  on  this  subject,  and 
will  here  add  a  few  of  the  decisions  made  under  its  general 
provisions. 

*  Mcdico-Chirurgical  Review,  vol.  iv.  p.  405 ;  Paris  Med.  Jurisp.,  T<d.  L 
p.  215.  See  also  Dr.  £lliotBon'8  Clinical  Lectures,  in  Lancet,  N.  S  ,  toL  tUL 
p.  55;  Eberle's  Med.  Review,  vol.  ii.  p.  894;  Medico-Chirurgical  Tnnsao- 
tions,  vol.  viii.  p.  505,  vol.  xiii.  p.  55. 

It  would  A])pcar  from  the  observations  of  Parent-Duchatelet,  (De  la  Plra^ 
titution,  vol.  i.  p.  230,)  that  prostitutes  are  far  from  being  absolutely  sterila. 
According  to  him,  about  twenty-two  in  the  thousand  bring  forth  childreB« 
but  these  seldom  survive.  Abortions  also  are  common.  Prostitutes  an 
hence  evidently  much  less  prolific  than  virtuous  females. 

t  Mcdico-Chirurgical  Review,  vol.  xxxii.  p.  529.  See  Wayne's  Phjikh 
logy. 
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In  the  case  of  Briggs  v.  Morgan,  the  snit  was  brought  six- 
Mn  months  after  marriage.  The  female  had  been  a  widow, 
ind  had  liyed  eighteen  years  with  a  former  husband.  She 
now  fifty  yeans  old.  Sir  William  Scott  (Lord  Stowell) 
the  application.  It  was  brought  too  late.  The  female, 
ilso,  is  beyond  the  ordinary  time  of  child-bearing ;  and  she 
further  swore  that  she  had  constant  connection  with  her  first 
husband  until  near  his  death.* 

In  the  case  of  Greenstreet  v.  Gumyns,  the  husband  admitted 
the  charge,  and  two  physicians  and  two  surgeons,  duly  ap- 
pointed, testified  that  though  the  disease  and  imperfection  of 
the  parts  were  not  such  as  to  imply  impotence,  yet  having 
heard  his  own  history,  they  put  faith  in  his  account,  and  as 
he  was  in  good  health,  they  could  hold  out  no  hope  of  his 
weakness  being  remedied.  The  marriage  was  annulled  on 
these  grounds — the  husband  (Sir  Wm.  Scott  observed)  being 
in  utter  ignorance  of  his  constitutional  defects  at  the  time  of 
marriage.f 

In  Norton  t^.  Seton,  the  husband  instituted  a  suit  for  divorce 
after  having  been  seven  years  married,  on  the  ground  of  his 
own  impotency  and  defect  in  his  generative  organs.  It  was 
with  great  justice  denied  by  Sir  John  Nichol.  "  Here,"  says 
lie,  ^^has  been  seven  years'  cohabitation.  Cur  tamdiu 
t»cuit?"t 

The  doctrine  that  the  impediment  must  have  existed  at  the 
time  of  marriage  and  must  be  incurable,  and  that  even  if  the 
last  be  proved,  it  must  not  have  been  a  merely  supervening 
defect,  is  decisively  affirmed  by  Sir  John  Nichol  in  the  case 
of  Brown  v,  Brown.§ 

In  Pollard  v.  Wyboum,  it  was  proved  by  medical  certifi- 
cates that  the  female,  twelve  years  after  marriage,  was  virgo 
uUacta  and  apta  viro.  The  husband  had  made  several  con- 
fessions of  his  incapacity,  and  refused,  being  in  France,  to 
answer  the  complaint. 


*  8  Phillimore's  Eoclesiaatioal  Reports,  p.  425.        f  2  PhUUmore,  p.  10. 
t  8  PhiUimore,  p,  147.         {1  Haggard's  Eoclstiastioal  Reports,  p.  628. 
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The  marriage  was  dissolved.'*' 

In  the  case  of  Harrison  v,  Harrison,  the  wife  deposed,  that 
during  a  marriage  of  fifteen  years,  no  connection  had  e?«r 
taken  place ;  she  further  presented  the  following  report,  made 
by  Sir  Charles  M.  Clark,  Dr.  Locock,  and  Sir  Benjamin 
Brodie : — 

^^  The  signs  of  virginity  are  in  many  instances  inconclusive. 
In  the  present  case,  there  are  no  positive  proofs  of  connectkm 
having  ever  taken  place,  or  the  contrary,  but  there  are  de- 
cidedly no  physical  impediments  to  physical  intercourse/' 

The  husband  denied  his  impotence,  but  admitted  the  non- 
consummation,  and  urged  as  an  excuse  that  the  manner  of  his 
wife  was  extremely  repulsive  and  frigid.  No  examination  wu 
had  of  his  person. 

The  court  dissolved  the  marriage.f 

As  the  present  is  truly  called  a  singular,  and,  indeed,  is 
almost  an  unique  one,  I  will  present  an  analysis  of  it  as  given 
in  Mobertaon's  Ecclesiastical  Reports^  vol.  i.  p.  279. 

The  parties,  whose  names  are  concealed,  were  married  on 
the  3d  of  February,  1842,  the  husband  being  aged  about 
twenty-six  years,  and  the  wife  twenty-five.  The  husband 
stated,  in  his  application  for  a  divorce,  that  they  had  lived  to- 
gether until  the  11th  of  November,  1844,  when  she  returned 
to  her  father's  house ;  that  the  marriage  had  never  been  conr 
summated,  in  consequence  of  a  natural  malconformation  of 
the  sexual  organs ;  that  he  for  some  time  was  of  opinion  that 
the  inability  was  the  result  of  a  temporary  obstruction,  which 


*  1  Haggard,  p.  725.  It  would  seem  that  the  canon  law  in  Sngluid  i^ 
quired  three  jears'  cohabitation  before  the  party  could  be  declared  ineaptbli. 
Such  at  least  is  asserted  by  Sir  George  Lee,  (Ecclesiastical  Reports,  edited 
by  Dr.  Phillimore,  toI.  ii.  p.  580,)  in  the  case  of  Welde  v.  Welde.  Here,  the 
surgeon,  as  I  have  already  stated,  deposed  to  the  remoTal  of  a  natural  phy- 
mosis,  and  he  now  believed  the  defendant  capable.  The  wife  was  dedaied 
pure  on  the  examination  of  midwiyes.  Sir  George  Lee,  howeyer,  reftised  to 
dissoWe  the  marriage. 

f  Curteis'  Ecclesiastical  Reports,  vol.  iii.  p.  1 6.  This  decision  was  sab- 
sequently  affirmed  by  the  Priyy  CouncU,  (on  confession  of  non-eonsuiniBi- 
tien  and  reftisal  to  undergo  inspection.) 
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would  probably  yield  to  simple  exercise,  aided  by  horse  ezer- 
<»8e,  which  he  recommended  to  her,  and  in  the  use  of  which 
she  long  persisted;  that,  in  the  months  of  September  and 
October,  1844,  she,  at  his  earnest  entreaty,  submitted  to  an 
examination  by  Drs.  Bird  and  Lever,  and  upon  their  concur- 
r^t  reports  as  to  her  natural  and  irremediable  malconforma- 
tion  and  bodily  defects,  he  for  the  first  disclosed  to  his  legal 
advisers  the  non-consummation  of  the  marriage,  and  now  ap- 
plied for  a  divorce. 

The  answer  contained  a  general  denial  of  the  statement  of 
the  malconformation  and  non-consummation,  and  stated  that, 
in  the  months  above  named,  in  1844,  she,  by  reason  of  not 
having  any  child,  and  not  on  account  of  any  natural  or  irre- 
mediable conformation  or  bodily  defects,  submitted,  at  her 
husband's  earnest  request,  to  medical  examination. 

On  the  5th  of  April,  1845,  Dr.  Bird,  Dr.  Cape,  and  Dr. 
Lever  were  appointed  by  the  court  inspectors  to  examine  the 
female.     Their  report  is  as  follows : — 

^^  April  5,  1845.  We,  the  undersigned,  have  this  day  par- 
ticularly examined  the  parts  of  generation  of  Maria  D.,  and 
we  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  she  is  undoubtedly  capa- 
ble of  performing  the  act  of  generation,  and  of  being  carnally 
known  by  man.  We  are  further  of  opinion  that,  although 
sexual  intercourse  can  occur,  yet  conception  cannot  result.'' 
Signed  as  above. 

This  report  leaves  the  matter  rather  mysterious,  even  to  a 
medical  man,  and  it  is  therefore  necessary  to  state  the  evi- 
dence of  Dr.  Bird  and  Dr.  Lever. 

It  seems  the  former  was  consulted  by  the  defendant  for 
about  a  year  past,  for  certain  ailments,  and  in  pursuing  his 
inquiries  respecting  her  indisposition,  he  found  it  absolutely 
necessary  to  make  an  examination,  and  the  result  was,  that 
he  ascertained  that  the  external  sexual  organs  were  imperfect, 
or  rather  undeveloped ;  that  she  had  the  appearance  rather  of 
a  girl  not  having  attained  puberty,  than  an  adult ;  and  inter- 
nally, the  vagina,  which  ought  to  have  been  of  an  internal 

Vol.  L  11 
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depth  of  about  three  inches,  was  in  fact,  as  ascertained  hj 
admeasurement,  only  three-quarters  of  an  inch  in  depth. 
"This  was  decidedly  a  natural  malformation  of  the  parts, 
but  not  such  as  I  was  enabled,  without  further  inyestigation, 
to  pronounce  whether  remediable  or  irremediable,  though  it 
was  certain  that  if  the  former,  it  could  only  be  effected  by 
an  operation.  With  the  view  of  endeavoring  to  ascertain  if 
an  operation  could  be  performed  with  a  prospect  of  success,  m 
more  minute  and  careful  investigation  became  necessary,  and 
such  was  subsequently  made  by  myself  in  conjunction  with 
Dr.  Lever,  and  it  was  then  ascertained  that  the  internal 
structure  of  the  organs  of  generation  was,  in  addition  to  the 
deformity  already  mentioned,  further  importantly  deficient 
and  imperfect,  there  not  being  any  uterus.  This  was  ascer- 
tained by  me  beyond  the  slightest  possibility  of  a  doubt,  and 
that  the  vagina  formed  an  impervious  cul-de-sacj  and  that, 
consequently,  any  operation  would  be  wholly  ineffective;  and 
I  depose  that  the  said  Maria  D.  is,  |herefore,  irremediably 
incapable  of  procreation  and  conception,  arising  entirely  firom 
the  organic  deformities  which  I  have  explained,  viz.,  the  ab- 
sence of  the  uterus  and  the  irremediably  impervious  state  of 
the  vagina.'* 

Dr.  Bird  further  deposed  that  on  the  examination  made 
April  5th,  1845,  with  Drs.  Lever  and  Cape,  he  had  found 
that  the  vagina  had  become  considerably  elongated,  being  now 
of  the  depth  of  two  inches,  ascertained  by  actual  admeasure- 
ment. "I  cannot,  therefore,  depose  that  it  is  absolutely  im- 
possible for  the  vagina  to  attain  a  further  elongation,  but  I 
am  not  acquainted  with  any  means,  medical  or  otherwise,  ca- 
pable of  improving  its  existing  condition.''  He  further  stated 
as  his  opinion,  that  the  deformity  did  not  entirely  prevent  her 
from  having  connection,  as  it  had  undoubtedly  taken  place, 
but  such  connection  must  be  of  an  imperfect  character,  and 
allowing  only  a  partial  insertion  of  the  penis.  The  husband 
had  communicated  to  him  the  imperfect  connection  he  had 
had,  and  with  great  alleged  suffering  from  pain  on  her  part| 
but  that  he  had  attributed  it  at  first,  and  for  a  long  time,  to  a 
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mere  temporary  obstrnction  capable  of  being  overcome  by 
farther  intercourse. 

The  testimony  of  Dr.  Lerer  coincides  in  all  the  main  points 
with  that  of  Dr.  Bird.  He  states,  howeYer,  that  the  female 
admitted  to  him  the  total  absence  of  the  menses.  As  to 
the  partial  extension  of  the  vagina,  he  was  unable  to  say 
whether  it  had  been  caused  by  sexual  intercourse  or  by  arti- 
ficial means. 

On  this  testimony  the  case  came  to  trial.  For  the  husband 
it  was  urged,  that  this  is  not  the  case  of  a  woman  who  is  bar- 
ren ;  that  undoubtedly  would  be  no  ground  for  a  sentence  of 
nullity — ^but  of  one  who  has  no  uterus,  and  in  addition  to  that 
defect,  has  her  vagina  so  formed  as  to  preclude  sexual  in- 
tercourse in  the  proper  sense  of  the  term.  If  a  woman 
be  ^^muUer  viro  invtilisy**  or,  as  it  is  otherwise  expressed, 
^^inhabilis"  arising  from  a  natural  irremediable  defect,  which 
is  the  case  here,  there  is  just  ground  for  a  sentence  of  nullity. 

The  counsel  for  the  wife  insisted  that  to  entitle  a  party  to  a 
sentence  of  nullity,  there  must  be  an  utter  impossibility  of 
sexual  intercourse.  This  is  not  proved  by  the  plea.  The  case 
is  one  of  mere  sterility,  which  is  no  ground  for  a  sentence. 
Besides,  there  has  been  an  improvement  in  the  elongation  of 
the  vagina,  and  they  will  not  undertake  to  depose  that  there 
may  not  be  a  further  elongation.  To  justify  the  sentence 
prayed,  the  defect  must  be  permanent  and  irremediable. 
Again,  actual  consummation  has  taken  place. 

The  judge  (Dr.  Lushington)  took  time  to  consider  the  case, 
and  on  the  7th  of  June  pronounced  judgment. 

The  inspectors'  report,  if  considered  by  itself,  is  clearly  in- 
sufficient to  justify  a  decree  in  favor  of  the  husband.  It  de- 
dares  the  power  of  consummation,  but  denies  the  power  of 
conception.  But  two  of  them  have  been  examined,  and  it  is 
necessary  to  consider  their  evidence.  Mere  incapability  of 
conception  is  not  a  sufficient  ground  whereon  to  found  a  decree 
of  nullity.  "  The  only  question  is,  whether  the  lady  is  or  is 
not  capable  of  sexual  intercourse,  or  if  at  present  incapable, 
whether  that  incapacity  can  be  removed?" 


159  IMP0TE5CB  A3n>  STBULim. 

The  effect  of  Dr.  Bird's  testimony  is,  that  then  wmj  kt 
connection  of  a  very  imperfect  character.  He  eumot  aij 
that  it  10  impoamble  that  the  ragina  shonld  oblam  a  fnrtkcr 
eVntghtifm^  hut  it  miiBt  always  remain  in  a  deformed  and  «»» 
natnral  Atate.  The  eridence  of  Dr.  Leyer  does  not  materiallj 
differ  from  this. 

Now  the  evidence  and  the  report  do  not  conrey  the  aame 
idea.  The  latter  would  induce  a  belief  that  the  act  of  gene- 
ration might  take  place  in  its  ordinary  and  perfect  form;  the 
eridence  speaks  of  its  yery  imperfect  character.  The  report 
is  silent  as  to  the  possibility  of  core. 

^^  Certainly,  all  the  circumstances  combined,  form  a  case  of 
no  ordinary  difficulty.  It  is  no  easy  matter  to  discoyer  and 
define  a  safe  principle  to  act  upon ;  perhaps  it  is  impossibk 
affirmatively  to  lay  down  any  principle,  which,  if  carried  to 
cither  extreme,  might  not  be  mischievous.  Very  little  assist- 
ance can  bo  obtained  from  authorities.  I  must  rather  endea- 
vor to  find  out  what  are  the  true  principles  of  law  and  reason 
applicable  to  the  case,  following  as  far  as  practicable,  or 
rather  not  contradicting  former  decisions."  Sexual  inter- 
course, present  or  to  come,  is  necessary  to  constitute  the  mar- 
riage bond  between  young  persons.  And  this  intercourse 
nuKst  bo  ordinary  and  complete,  not  partial  and  imperfect; 
yet  it  would  not  be  proper  to  say  that  every  degree  of  imper- 
fection would  deprive  it  of  its  natural  character.  There  must 
bo  (logroes  difficult  to  deal  with ;  but  if  so  imperfect  as  to  be 
scarcely  natural,  I  should  not  hesitate  to  say  that,  legally 
8poaking,  it  is  no  intercourse  at  all. 

The  ovidoncc  of  the  witness  is  somewhat  ambiguous.  As 
to  conooption,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  malformation  is  in- 
curablo,  but  it  is  to  me  doubtful  whether  they  mean  that  it  is 
incurable  as  to  the  mere  coitus.  If  there  is  a  reasonable  pro- 
bability that  the  lady  can  be  made  capable  of  the  natural  sort 
of  cvMtus,  I  cannot  pronounce  this  marriage  void;  but  if  she 
is  not«  and  cannot  be  made  capable  of  more  than  an  indpient| 
imporfiH?t,  and  unnatural  coitus,  I  would  pronounce  it  Toid. 
Such  an  intercourse  must  cause  disgust,  lead  to  adnlterovi 
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oonnection,  or  else  force  the  husband  to  a  state  of  quasi  onna- 
toral  connectioii. 

The  discrepance  between  the  report  and  the  evidence  is 
sneh  as  to  prevent  a  decision  until  Dr.  Gape  is  examined,  and 
the  following  questions,  in  addition  to  the  examination  of  the 
parties,  are  to  be  put  to  him : — 

1.  Whether  (without  regard  to  the  impossibility  of  concep- 
tion) the  lady  was,  at  the  time  of  his  examination,  capable  of 
the  act  of  generation  in  its  natural  and  ordinary  meaning,  or 
only  of  incipient  and  imperfect  coition? 

2.  Whether,  if  not  capable  of  generation  in  its  natural  and 
ordinary  meaning,  but  only  of  incipient  and  imperfect  coition, 
such  defect  arises  from  malformation  incapable  of  cure,  so  as 
to  allow  of  the  natural  and  perfect  act  of  coition? 

Dr.  Cape,  after  mentioning  his  examination  of  the  female 
in  March,  1844,  and  his  subsequent  one  in  consultation  with 
Drs.  Bird  and  Lever,  in  April,  says  that  during  the  lat- 
ter he  found  the  vagina  increased  in  depth.  It  was  pre- 
oisely  two  inches;  the  natural  depth  would  be  from  four 
inches  to  four  inches  and  a  half;  and  this  state  of  things  is 
decidedly  a  malformation  of  the  sexual  organs,  positively  ir- 
remediable ;  no  operation  could  be  performed  to  effect  a  cure ; 
that  she  is  capable  of  restricted  and  limited  connection,  and 
not  of  one  in  its  natural  and  ordinary  meaning :  it  cannot  be 
called  perfect,  though  it  is  beyond  incipient  coition.  It  is 
just  possible  that  a  further,  but  very  slight  improvement  might 
take  place  by  continual,  frequent  sexual  intercourse,  or  by 
mechanical  means.  ^'I  will  not  swear  that  the  vagina  is  im- 
possible to  be  further  elongated,  but  I  do  swear,  that  it  could 
not  be  effected  without  endangering  life,  or  running  serious 
risk  of  doing  so.'' 

July  8.  The  cause  came  before  the  court  again,  with  the 
additional  evidence  of  Dr.  Cape,  and  after  hearing  counsel 
thereon,  the  judge  pronounced  the  marriage  null  and  void. 

I  find  that  I  was  mistaken  in  stating,  as  I  did  in  a  previous 
edition,  that  the  English  law  was  in  force  in  this  State.     This 
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point  was  solemnly  adjudicated  by  Chancellor  Sanford  in 
1825,  in  the  case  of  Burtis  v.  Burtis.  Here  the  wife  filed  t 
bill  against  her  husband,  and  stated  that  he  was  impotent,  and 
had  been  so  from  his  birth.  She,  therefore,  asked  for  a  diaso- 
lution  of  the  marriage.  The  defendant  demurred,  on  the 
ground  that  the  complainant  was  not  entitled  to  any  relief 
and  that  he  ought  not  to  be  compelled  to  make  any  disooyery. 
His  counsel  further  urged,  that  impotence  was  a  mere  canani' 
eal  cause  of  divorce,  and  that  the  English  Chancery  never 
claimed  or  exercised  any  jurisdiction  on  that  subject;  while, 
in  our  own  State,  jurisdiction  was  given  by  statute.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  counsel  insisted  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
ecclesiastical  courts  of  England,  in  granting  divorces  and  an- 
nulling marriages,  had  devolved  upon,  and  appertained  to,  the 
Court  of  Chancery  in  this  state. 

The  chancellor,  in  his  opinion,  mentioned  that  New  York, 
when  a  colony,  was  ruled  for  some  years  by  governors,  who^ 
either  alone  or  with  the  council,  assumed  executive  and  judh 
cial  powers.  During  that  period,  one  of  the  governors,  Love- 
lace, granted  four  divorces,  one  in  1670  and  three  in  1672.* 


*  For  one  of  these  I  am  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  John  V.  N.  Yfttes,  Ssq^ 
late  Secretary  of  State;  and  as  it  has  never  been  published,  I  prefer  giviag 
the  proceedings  at  fall  length,  as  copied  from  the  records. 

"Nicholas  W ,  of  Oy.sterbay,  on  behalf  of  Bebekah  his  daughter,  vift 

of  Eleazer  L ,  of  Huntington,  made  complaint  unto  me  of  the  oncomfori- 

able  condition  wherein  his  said  daughter  hath,  for  divers  years  past,  lived 
with  her  said  husband;  and  there  having  been  formerly  several  complaints 
made,  both  on  the  part  of  the  relations  of  the  husband,  as  well  as  thoee  of 
the  wife,  suggesting  some  notorious  fault  or  impediment  on  the  one  aide  or 
the  other,  which  hitherto  hath  not  been  fully  or  clearly  made  appear,  so 
that  mutual  discords  and  differences  do  still  continue.  To  the  end  a  fUr 
composure  of  the  same  may  be  effected,  or  some  other  lawfUl  ooorte  takca 
therein,  I  have,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  my  council,  thought 
.fit  to  ordain  and  appoint,  and  by  these  presents  do  ordain  and  appoint,  that 
Eleazer  L and  Rebekah  his  wife  do  appear  now  in  this  city,  npon  Wed- 
nesday, the  fourth  of  May  next,  before  a  special  court  appointed  to  ezamiiit 
into  and  determine  the  matter  in  difference  between  them ;  and  all  persooi 
concerned,  or  that  can  give  in  evidence  on  either  part,  are  hereby  required  to 
make  their  appearance  before  the  said  court,  for  the  better  clearing  of  the 
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These  were  the  onljr  cases  that  occurred,  during  and  throngh 
the  long  period  of  more  than  one  hundred  years,  down  to  the 


tmih,  so  that  the  eontroreny  may  be  decided  according  to  law  and  (^ood 

eoBBcienee.    GiTen  under  mj  hand,  at  Fort  James,  in  New  York,  this  first 

day  of  April,  1670. 

"FRANCIS  LOVELACE,  aoTemor." 

Volume  marked  •<Court  of  Assiie,  1666  to  1672;"  toL  ii.  p.  189. 

A  ComnUtsionf  etc. 

**  Whereas  complaint  hath  been  made  unto  me  by  Nicholas  W ,  on  the 

behalf  of  Rebekah  his  daughter,  against  Eleazer  L ,  her  husband,  and 

also  by  the  said  Rebekah  against  him  the  said  Eleazer,  that  haying  been 
j<^ed  in  matrimony  for  the  space  of  seyen  years  and  a  half,  or  thereabouts, 
he,  the  said  husband,  hath  not  performed  coigugal  rights  unto  his  wife,  but 
on  the  contrary  hath  caused  her  to  lead  a  yery  uncomfortable  life  with  him ; 
and  the  said  father  and  daughter,  upon  supposition  of  impotency  and  insuf- 

lldeney  in  the  said  Eleazer  L ,  haying  sued  for  a  diyorce,  the  hearing 

aad  examination  into  which  matter  I  do  not  judge  meet  should  come  before 
a  public  court,  I  haye  therefore  thought  fit  to  nominate  and  appoint,  and  by 
these  presents  do  hereby  nominate  and  appoint  Thomas  Loyelace,  Esq.,  Sir. 
Samuel  Mayerick,  Mr.  Matthias  Nicolls,  Capt.  John  Manning,  and  Mr. 
Humphrey  Dayenport,  to  be  commissioners,  to  meet  at  some  conyenient  plaoe 
this  afternoon,  then  and  there  to  hear  and  examine  into  this  matter  in  differ- 
ence between  the  said  Eleazer  L and  Rebekah  his  wife.     To  which  end, 

you  are  to  call  both  parties  before  you,  or  whosoeyer  also  can  gi^e  eyidence 
or  testimony  in  the  matter ;  to  whom  you  may  administer  an  oath,  for  the 
better  clearing  of  the  truth ;  which  oath  you  are  hereby  empowered  to  giye ; 
as  also  to  employ  any  other  person  or  persons  skillful  in  such  matters,  to 
make  inquiry  into  the  defect  and  impediments  alleged;  whereupon  you  are 
to  giye  judgment,  and  render  an  account,  that  I  may  make  some  final  deter- 
mination thereupon.  Giyen  under  my  hand  and  seal,  this  sixth  day  of  May, 
in  the  22d  year  of  his  mi^eaty's  reign,  a.d.  1670."  {Ibid.,  p.  175.) 

A  Divorce  Granted  to  Rebekah  W ,  from  Eleazer  L . 


"Whereas,  Nicholas  W ,  of  Oysterbay,  on  the  behalf  of  his  daughter 

Rebekah,  the  wife  of  Eleazer  L ,  and  the  said  Rebekah  for  herself,  did 

make  their  complaint  unto  me  against  the  said  Eleazer  L ,  her  husband; 

that  she  haying  been  his  reputed  wife  for  the  space  of  seyen  years  and  a 
half,  she  hath  not  in  all  that  time  receiyed  any  due  beneyolence  f^om  her 
said  husband,  according  to  the  true  intention  of  matrimony,  the  great  end 
of  which  is  not  only  to  extinguish  those  fleshly  desires  and  appetites  inci- 
dent to  human  nature,  but  likewise  for  the  well  ordering  and  confirmation 
of  the  right  of  meum  and  tunm,  to  be  devolyed  upon  the  posterity  lawfully 
begotten  betwixt  man  and  wife,  according  to  the  laws  of  \}si^  land,  and  prac- 
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rerolation.     Subsequent  to  that  period,  no  proviaion  on  this 
sabject  had  been  made  bj  the  leg^slatnre. 

**The  law  of  England  concerning  diTorces  is,  chieflj,  the 
ecclesiastical  law  and  not  the  common  law  of  that  conntiy, 
and  it  has  never  been  adopted  in  this  State.  Our  statutes 
concerning  divorces  are  original  regulations,  and  they  do  not 
adopt  or  introduce  the  English  law  of  divorces.  We  have  no 
judicature  authorized  to  adjudge,  bj  a  substantive  and  effectual 
sentence,  that  a  marriage  is  illegal,  and  to  separate  the  par- 
ties. This  court  cannot,  therefore,  dissolve  a  marriage  or 
decree  a  divorce  for  the  cause  of  corporeal  impotence."^ 

In  our  Revised  Statutes,  however,  passed  in  1828,  the 
omission,  if  it  may  be  so  styled,  was  rectified.  The  chancel* 
lor  has  now  the  power  of  declaring  the  marriage  contract 
void  for  (among  other  causes)  physical  incompetency  in 
either  of  the  parties,  existing  at  the  time  of  marriage.  It 
is  further  enacted,  that  a  suit  to  annul  a  marriage,  on  thiiy 
ground,  shall  only  be  maintained  by  the  injured  party  against 
^e  party  whose  incapacity  is  alleged;  and  shall  in  all  casea 

tiee  of  all  Christian  nations,  in  that  case  prorided ;  and  did  therefore  8a« 
for  a  divorce.  Whereupon,  having  appointed  commissioners  to  call  both 
parties  before  them,  and  strictly  to  examine  into  the  affair,  and  to  mak« 
report  of  their  judgment  thereupon ;  the  which,  after  serious  inquiry  mad« 
bj  them,  with  the  adrice  of  chirurgeons  well  skilled,  and  sober  matrons, 
who  priyilj  examined  both  the  man  and  the  woman,  thej  made  report  of 
their  judgment  and  opinion,  that  the  defect  was  in  the  husband,  and  not  ia 
the  wife,  and  there  was  a  sufficient  ground  for  a  divorce.  All  which  being 
afterwards  represented  to  mj  council,  and  they  having  declared  themselves 
in  the  same  opinion :  For  the  reasons  afore  specified,  the  pretended  mar> 
riage  between  the  said  Eleazer  L-^—  and  Rebekoh  W is  hereby  ad- 
judged and  declared  to  be  void,  null,  and  invalid,  together  with  aU  the 
consequences  thereof;  and  the  said  Rebekah  W  is  hereby  acquitted, 
made  free  and  divorced  from  all  pretences  of  marriage,  or  matrimonial  ties 
and  obligations  between  her  and  the  said  Eleazer;  and  the  said  Bebekah 
hath  likewise  free  liberty  to  dispose  of  herself  in  lawfhl  marriage  with  any 
other  person,  as  if  the  ties  and  obligations  between  her  and  the  said  Eleazer 
had  never  been.  Given  under  my  hand,  and  scaled  with  the  seal  of  ths 
province,  this  22d  day  of  October,  in  the  22d  year  of  his  migesty*8  reign, 
A.D.  1670."  (Ibid.,  p.  260.) 
*  Hopkins'  Chancery  Reports,  toL  i.  p.  537. 
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be  brought  within  two  years  from  the  solemnization  of  the 
marriage.^ 

The  late  chancellor  of  this  State  (Walworth)  has  also  de- 
cided that  a  sentence  of  nullity,  on  the  ground  of  impotence, 
cannot  be  pronounced  upon  a  bill  of  confession;  but  that 
the  defendant  must  be  examined  on  oath  before  the  master, 
who  must  also  take  proof  of  the  facts  and  circumstances 
stated  in  the  complainant's  bill.  In  the  present  case,  which 
was  that  of  a  female,  charged  by  her  husband  with  impotence, 
he  declared  that  the  court  would  not  decree  the  marriage  void 
until  a  surgical  examination  had  been  had  in  order  to  ascer- 
tain whether  the  alleged  incapacity  is  incurable.  The  master 
was  directed  to  select  surgeons  and  matrons  for  this  purpose, 
and  in  the  choice  to  have  due  regard  to  the  feelings  and 
wish'es  of  the  defendant. 

At  a  subsequent  period,  this  case  again  came  up  on  the 
master's  report.  The  medical  examiner  stated  that  the  hymen 
was  unusually  firm,  deuse,  and  strong.  It  was  not,  however, 
imperforate.  '^I  also  infer,"  says  the  chancellor,  ^^from  what 
18  stated,  that  there  have  been  regular  catamenial  discharges, 
and  the  defendant  appears  to  have  had  no  suspicion  that  she 
was  not  like  other  women  until  some  time  after  the  marriage. 
The  physician  also  who  has  been  called  by  the  complainant 
as  a  witness,  does  not  even  express  a  belief  that  the  disability 
might  not  be  cured  by  a  proper  surgical  operation,  although 
he  says  the  result  is  doubtful." 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  chancellor  refused  the  appli- 
cation for  a  divorce.f 


*  Reyised  Statutes,  vol.  ii.  pp.  142,  143. 

f  Ancient  Trial  for  Impotence. — There  is,  in  the  New  York  State  Librarj, 
ft  earious  book,  entitled  **  Processus  Divorcii  inter  Joannem  6yb,  in  Strather, 
eiMargaretam  Hillok,A.D.  1568,"  evidently  a  modem  reprint,  if  indeed  it 
bo  not  printed  from  the  MS.  Its  contents  purport  to  be  taken  from  the 
register  of  the  Kirk  session  of  the  parish  of  St.  Andrews,  in  Scotland. 
Margaret,  his  "spouse,"  accuses  John  of  impotencj,  haying  been  his 
bedded  wife  for  upwards  of  two  years.  The  superintendent  ordered  them 
to  **  coheir"  and  keep  ** company  together,  etc.,  for  the  space  of  three-quar- 
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In  Pennsylyania,  by  an  act  passed  March  18,  1815,  it  ii 
enacted,  ^Hhat  if  either  party,  at  the  time  of  the  contract, 
was  and  still  is  naturally  impotent,  or  incapable  of  procrei- 
tion,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  innocent  and  injured 
person  to  obtain  a  divorce."'*' 

Impotence  is  made  a  cause  of  divorce  by  the  laws  of  New 
Hampshire,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Tennessee,  and  MissourLf  And 
the  following  case  shows  that  the  law  is  similar  in  Ohio. 

In  the  case  of  Keith  v.  Keith,  the  wife  plaintiff,  and  about 
twenty-eight  years  of  age,  had  been  married  about  a  year  and 
a  half  to  the  defendant,  who  was  about  thirty-five  years  old, 
of  common  size,  but  without  beard,  and  with  a  fine  feminine 
voice.  They  lived  together  about  a  year,  when  she  left  him, 
and  went  to  her  mother's,  with  whom  she  has  since  resided. 
Three  respectable  witnesses  deposed  that  they  had  examined 
the  defendant  a  few  days  previous  to  the  sitting  of  the  court, 
and  that  he  was  destitute  of  virile  organs.  ^^  He  had  no  tes- 
ticle, only  a  little  loose  skin,  as  large  as  that  containing  the 
testicle  of  a  squirreL  He  had  no  penis.  Between  the  plaee 
of  one  and  the  navel,  there  was  a  teat,  about  three-fourths  of 


ten  of  a  year."  At  the  end  of  that  time,  John  denied  his  impoteney,  and 
confessed  that  he  had  camall  **  dayl"  with  another  woman  and  also  with  Ml 
wife,  **but  nooht  in  lych  manner  as  with  the  other  female."  Another  order 
to  cohabit  within  fifteen  days,  on  pain  of  calling  in  the  temporal  power. 
Finally,  a  trial  was  held.  Gyb  confessed  his  utter  impoteney  as  to  hit 
wife,  but  testified  thai  since  the  present  suit,  he  had  repeatedly  had  inter- 
course with  a  serTant-woman  of  his  mother,  and  this  female  testified  to  the 
same.  She  was  urged  thereto  by  the  mother,  to  the  effect  that  the  *'  verite 
mycht  be  haun  of  the  brut  rased  agains  Jhone  be  Margret  Hillok,  his  wyff. 
And  that  hyr  fee  and  reward  suld  be  any  blak  kyrtylL" 

On  the  25th  of  June,  1568,  (upwards  of  a  year  since  the  commencement 
of  the  trial,)  the  superintendent  **fyndes  na  cause  of  impoteney e  prouyn." 

Whereupon,  Margaret,  in  July,  applied  for  a  divorce,  on  the  ground  of 
adultery,  proven  against  John,  which  was  granted,  and  he  was  tranafeiTed 
to  the  temporal  power  for  punishment  of  his  crime. 

*  Griffith's  Eyan,  p.  111. 

f  IHgest  of  Laws  of  New  Hampshire,  1830,  p.  157 ;  Revised  Laws  of 
Illinois,  1888,  p.  288;  Revised  Laws  of  Indiana,  1831,  p.  218;  Digest  of 
Laws  of  Tennessee,  1881,  p.  74;  Laws  of  Missouri,  1825,  p.  829. 
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an  inch  long,  with  a  black  spot  in  the  centre,  out  of  which  he 
discharged  urine." 

By  the  Court.  Take  a  decree  for  a  divorce.  Let  each  keep 
the  property  they  have,  and  order  the  defendant  to  pay  the 
costs,  or  be  subject  to  execution  for  them.'*' 

I  do  not  find  it  mentioned  in  the  laws  of  New  Jersey, 
G^rgia,  and  Michigan. 


*  Wright's  Ohio  Supreme  Court  Reports,  p.  618. 


CHAPTER  IV- 

DOUBTFUL  SEX. 

Denial  of  the  existence  of  hermaphrodites,  in  the  ancient  sense  of  the  term. 
Notice  of  the  Yarious  maloonformations  that  have  been  obserred.  1.  In- 
diyiduals  exhibiting  a  mixture  of  the  sexual  organs,  but  neither  of  then 
entire.  2.  Males  with  unusual  formations  of  the  urinary  and  generatlTt 
organs.  8.  Females  with  unusual  formations  of  the  generatire  orgui. 
Ancient  laws  concerning  hermaphrodites — English  common  law  ooneem- 
ing  them.  Notice  of  Geoffroj  St.  Hilaire's  late  researches  on  henni- 
phrodism. 

The  ancients  have  several  fables  founded  on  the  idea  of  the 
union  of  the  qualities  of  the  male  and  female  in  the  same  indi- 
vidual. One  of  the  personages  who  was  supposed  to  be  thus 
endowed,  was  named  Hermaphroditus,  and  from  him  the  term 
hermaphrodite  has  come  into  general  use,  as  applicable  to  this 
class  of  beings.  Although  formerly  credited,  yet  it  is  now 
agreed  that  no  such  individual  of  the  human  species  has  ever 
existed ;  but  it  is  equally  well  established,  that  many  cases  of 
extraordinary  maloonformations  have  occurred.  I  conceive 
that  the  most  useful  notice  of  this  subject  will  be  to  relate  the 
more  remarkable  cases,  according  to  the  arrangement  usually 
adopted  by  writers  of  the  present  day. 

Considering,  therefore,  the  subject  of  proper  hermaprodites, 
or  those  endowed  with  the  sexual  organs  of  both  sexes  entire, 
and  capable  of  performing  the  generative  functions,  as  fabu- 
lous, we  shall  examine  those  to  whom  the  above  term  is  at 
present  commonly  applied,  under  three  classes. 

1.  Individuals  exhibiting  a  mixture  of  the  sexual  organij 
but  neither  of  them  entire.    Examples  of  this  class  are  rare; 
(164) 


"wiia  piain  leaiures,  dui  no  uearu.  aue  iiwj  utsver  men- 
ted  ;  on  this  account,  she  was  desired  by  the  lady  with 
1  she  lived  as  a  servant,  to  become  an  out  patient  in  the 
.Qgham  hospital.  At  this  time  she  was  twenty-four  years 
e,  and  bad  not  been  sensible  of  any  bad  healtb,  but  only 

to  the  hospital  in  order  to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  her 
■e«8.  Various  medicines  wore  tried  without  effect,  wMch 
o  the  suspicion  of  the  hymen  being  imperforated,  and  the 
itnial  blood  having  accumulated  behind  it.  She  was, 
^fore,  examined  by  Mr.  Wright,  one  of  the  surgeons  to 
aospital,  and  by  Dr.  Storer.  The  vagina  was  found  to 
inate  in  a  cul-de-sac,  two  inches  from  the  external  surface 
e  labia.  The  head  of  the  clitoris,  and  the  external  orifice 
te  meatus  nrinie,  appeared  as  in  the  natural  structure  of 
lale ;  bnt  there  were  no  nyraphse.  Tlie  labia  wore  more 
nlous  than  usual,  and  contained  each  of  them  a  body  re- 
ling  a  testicle  of  moderate  size,  with  its  cord.  The 
mte  resembled  those  of  a  woman.  The  person  had  no 
<  or  partiality  whatever  for  either  sex."* 
le  Memoirs  of  the  Academy  of  Dijon  contain  the  follow- 
saae,  communicated  by  M.  Maret:  Hubert  J.  Pierre  died 
e  hospital  in  October,  1767,  aged  seventeen  years.  Par- 
ar  circnmstances  had  led  to  a  suspicioD  of  bis  sex,  and 
;  induced  an  examination  after  death.  Ilia  general  ap- 
ance  was  more  delicate  than  that  of  the  male,  and  there 
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length,  and  of  proportionate  thickness,  resembling  the  penk^ 
was  found  at  the  symphysis  pubis.     It  was  famished  with  a 
prepuce  to  cover  the  glans ;  and  at  its  extremity,  where  the 
urethra  usually  opens,  was  an  indentation*     On  raising  tUi 
penis,  it  was  obserred  to  cover  a  large  fissure,  the  sides  of 
which  resembled  the  labia  of  a  female.    At  the  left  aide  of 
this  openmg  there  was  a  smaU  round  body  like  a  testide^  hoi 
none  on  the  right ;  however,  if  the  abdomen  was  pressed,  a 
similar  body  descended  through  the  ring.    When  the  Um 
were  pushed  aside,  spongy  bodies  resembling  the  nymphss  wera 
se^i ;  and  between  these,  and  at  their  upper  part,  the  ur^him 
opened  as  in  the  female,  while  below  these  was  a  very  narrow 
aperture,  covered  with  a  semilunar  membrane.    A  small  es- 
crescence,  placed  laterally,  and  having  the  appearance  of  a 
caruncula  myrtiformis,  completed  the  similarity  of  this  fissare 
to  the  orifice  of  the  vagina.     On  further  examination,  the 
penis  was  found  to  be  imperforate ;  the  testicle  of  the  left  side 
had  its  spermatic  vessels  and  vas  deferens,  which  led  to  Ae 
vesiculse  seminales.    By  making  an  incision  into  the  semihiiiar 
membrane,  a  canal,  one  inch  in  length  and  half  an  indi  in 
diameter,  was  seen,  situated  between  the  rectum  and  bladder. 
Its  identity  with  a  va^na  was,  however,  destroyed,  by  finding 
at  its  lower  part  the  verumontanum  and  the  seminal  oiifiee% 
from  which,  by  pressure,  a  fluid,  resembling  semen  in  all  its 
properties,  flowed.     The  most  astonishing  discovery  was,  how- 
ever, yet  to  be  made.     The  supposed  vagina,  together  with 
the  bladder  and  testicles,  was  removed.    An  inciaon  was 
made  down  to  the  body  noticed  on  the  right  side.     It  was  con* 
tained  in  a  sac,  filled  with  a  limpid  and  red-colored 
From  its  upper  part  on  the  right  side,  a  FaUopian  tube 
ofi^  which  was  prepared  to  embrace  ovarium  placed  near  it. 
It  seemed  thus  proved  that  the  body  in  question  was  a  uterwi^ 
though  a  very  small  and  imperfect  one ;  and  on  blowing  into 
it,  air  passed  through  to  the  tube.* 

Giraud  dissected  a  subject  at  the  Hotel-Dieu,  who,  daring 


•  ^UkoB,  ToL  L  PL  100. 


DOUBTFCL  SBX. 


16T 


received  in  society  as  a  woman,  and  was  con- 
oluntary  association  irtth  a  man,  who  bad  for  fr 
long  time  performed  the  duties  of  a  husband  toward  her. 
The  bust  had  a  masculine  appearance ;  the  chin  was  covered' 
firm  hairs,  very  analogous  to  a  heard ;  the  neck  was  thick, 
chest  broad,  the  bosom  slightly  swollen,  and  the  nipples 
ily  like  those  of  a  man.  The  lower  half  of  the  body  pra- 
ted a  contrast  to  these  characters.  The  soft  and  delicate 
contour  of  the  lower  limbs,  the  rounded  hips,  the  broad  pelvis, 
and  the  greater  separation  of  the  thighs,  approximated  de- 
cidedly to  the  female  form.  An  imperforate  penis,  two  tes- 
ticles, and  an  appearance  of  vulva,  were  the  cxternul  genera^ 
civo  organs.  The  testes  were  well  formed ;  the  vesiculEB  se- 
lales  imperfect;  and  the  urethra  opened  at  the  cul-de-sao 
icb  represented  the  vagina.* 

The  following  is  a  recent  case  exhibited  in  July,  1834,  at 
Liverpool.  The  individual  is  a  native  of  Saxony,  with  the 
voice  and  features  of  a  man,  a  light  beard  on  the  upper  lip, 
tnd  the  breasts  not  developed.  He  is  thirty-four  years  old, 
was  considered  at  birth  as  a  female,  and  dressed  as  such 
about  a  year  since,  when  Blumenbach  and  Tiedemano 
him  that  he  was  a  man.  He  then  assumed  the  male  at- 
tire. The  scrotum  is  divided  along  the  median  line,  resem- 
btiog  the  female  labia,  and  each  of  these  contains  a  testis. 
On  separating  them,  the  glans  penis,  resembling  a  clitoris,  is 
it  ia  covered  with  a  prepuce,  and  has  a  fissure,  but  ia 
forate.  About  an  inch  below,  and  neai-ly  half  an  inch 
ich  side  of  the  raphe,  are  two  very  small  orifices,  through 
I,  at  periods  of  excitement,  the  semen  flows.  Still  lower 
k  canal  three  inches  long,  impervious  except  at  a  narrow 
through  which  the  urine  flows.     He  had  strong  sexual 

t 

i'  CjclopedU,  art.  Generation.     Tike  case  is  quoted  (Von  the  Jonr- 
ftd*  Mtdeeiae.  pftr  Fedillot. 

I  AnMrleui  Journal  o(  Media&l  Sciences,  voL  iii.  p.  191,  trota  llie  Lirei^ 
i  3l«4iaMl  JouFDkL  A  iDore  accuntle  nccouni,  b;  Dr.  HnudjEiile,  frith  a 
1^  wlU  be  foitad  in  (be  Etlinburgb  Meilicnl  nnd  Surgical  Journal,  toI. 
L  f,  BIS.     Tbii  laditidual  hu  conBlaet  conneclioa  iritli  the  mule  sex. 
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The  case  of  the  child  examined  by  Professor  Aokermann,  of 
Jena,  probably  belongs  to  this  division.  It  was  bom  at  Menti| 
on  the  14th  of  June,  1803,  and  died  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  th^ 
month  following.  Dr.  Ackermann  viewed  the  body  daring 
life,  and  also  dissected  it  after  death.  The  penis  was  little 
more  than  an  inch  long ;  the  glans  was  distinct  about  one- 
third  of  its  whole  length,  but  imperforated ;  there  was,  how- 
ever, a  depression  where  the  urethra  should  have  opened.  On 
rabing  this  cliteroid  penis,  as  he  calls  it,  an  opening  was  ob- 
served, which  was  the  orifice  of  a  canal  one  inch  in  length. 
The  uterus  and  urethra  opened  into  the  posterior  part  of  this 
canal,  and  the  testicles,  with  their  tunicae  vaginales,  were 
found  in  the  labia.  As  to  the  internal  organs,  the  urinary 
bladder  occupied  its  usuul  place ;  one  of  the  testicles  had  de- 
scended into  the  scrotum,  and  the  other  had  advanced  no  fur- 
ther than  the  groin ;  both  were  perfect,  and  had  their  usual 
appendages  complete.  In  the  place  usually  occupied  by  the 
female  uterus,  there  was  found  an  organ  closely  resembling  it. 
Its  figure  was  pyriform,  and  it  opened  by  a  round  orifice  in 
the  vagina  urethralisj  as  he  styles  the  canal,  a  little  bef<»e 
the  orifice  of  the  urethra.  The  vasa  deferentia  penetrated 
the  substance  of  the  uterus  at  the  points  where  the  Fallopian 
tubes  are  usually  placed,  but,  without  opening  here,  passed  on, 
and  at  length  terminated,  by  very  small  orifices,  in  the  vagina 
urethralis.* 

Other  cases  are  mentioned  by  various  authors,  but  the  simi- 
larity between  them  is  so  great  as  to  render  a  further  detail 
unnecessary.  The  examples  now  given,  show  the  principal 
deviations  from  the  perfect  structure  that  have  been  observed; 
and  it  will  lead  to  clearer  views  concerning  them,  if  we  adopt 
the  opinions  of  the  reviewer  of  Ackermann,  in  the  journal 
already  quoted.  "  In  the  two  sexes,  there  are  organs  which 
correspond  to  each  other,  and  which  may  be  called  analogous 
organs — the  penis  to  the  clitoris,  the  scrotum  to  the  labia,  the 

*  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  toL  ill.  p.  202 ;  Review  of 
'*  InfantU  Androffyni  HUtoria  et  lehnojfraphiOy**  etc.  Auctore  L  F.  Aoker- 
mann. 
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testes  to  the  oTarIa,  and  the  prostate  to  the  otei-na ;  and  it 

rther  appears,  that  of  these  analogous  organs,  no  two  were 

mr  found  together  in  the   same  individual.      No  montter 

r  been   described,   having   both   a  penis   and   clitoris;    a 

tti»   and   ovarium  of  the  tame  side — we  may  venture  to 

,  ttatea  and  ovaria  ;  none  having  a  prostate  and  uterus." 

s  distinction  will  invalidate  the  account  given  by  Maret,  so 

r  as  it  relates  to  the  presence  of  an  ovarium  and  a  Fatlopiita 

;  bat  I  suggest  whether  it  Ja  not  probable  that  the  orgao 

I  question  was  a  testicle,  and  its  appendages  malformed.  The 

a  of  our  author  is,  also,  no  donbt  correct,  that  in  repeated 

Lances  the  part  deemed  to  be  a  uterus  is  a  malformed  pro»- 

"The  proof  rises  almost  to  certainty,  when  we  recollect 

Bt  the  prostate  is  the  only  male  organ  not  accounted  for  in 

f  hermaphrodite."*     If  these  views  be  adopted,  it  wUl  fol- 

r  as  a  result,  that  beiugs  of  this  class  are  to  be  considered 

I  males ;   and  it  need  hardly  be   added  that  they  are  im- 

tent-t 

f  There  »re,  however,  two  oases  on  record  which  we  cannot 

in  conformity  to  the  above  opinions.     Even  if  the 

iat  be  deemed,  as  it  doubtless  is,  imperfect,  yet  the  last  is 

Mcbed  for  by  one  of  the  most  eminent  anatomists  of  the 

int  day. 

I  The  laie  Dr.  Handy,  of  New  York,  in  a  letter  to  I>r. 
Idward  Miller,  dated  at  Lisbon  in  1807,  states  that  he  saw 
I  thai  place  a  Portuguese,  twenty-eight  years  old,  of  a  tall 
I  blender,  but  masculine  figure.  "  The  penis  and  testicles, 
1  tb^r  common  covering,  the  scrotum,  are  in  the  usual 
lAtion,  of  the  form  and  appearance,  and  very  nearly  of  the 
e  of  those  of  an  adult.     The  preputium  covers  the  glana 


■*  Minburgh  Mcilica!  sod  Surgicul  Joiimitl,  toI.  iii.  p.  208. 

it  T«  iki*  dirieion,  among  reoeat  castiB,  probabl;  belong  that  at  Quj'i 

I  peraoD   kgcd  20,  ia  January.  1B2H,  Lancet,  N.  3.,  vol.  i.  p. 

;  Biiil  Araerion  Joumal  or  Me<Ucft1  SoicDces,  vot.  ii.  p.  412.     A  case, 

k  rtaembtiiiE  Ibat  of  U.  J,  Pierre,  is  Buitt  la  have  recentlj  oacuTTsd  in 

r,  Em  an  indiTidaal  dead  at  the  age  of  80,  %ud  wbo  had  been  mairiod  u 

nJm  Mtd.  QaitlU,  toL  i.  p.  64.) 

you  L  12 
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completely,  and  admits  of  being  partially  retracted.  On  the 
introduction  of  a  probe,  the  male  urethra  appeared  to  be  per- 
vious about  a  third  of  ita  length,  beyond  which  the  resistance 
to  its  passage  was  insuperable  by  any  ordinary  justifiable  force. 
There  is  a  tendency  to  the  growth  of  a  beard,  which  is  kept 
short  by  clipping  with  scissors.  The  female  parts  do  not  difo 
from  those  of  the  more  perfect  sex,  except  in  the  size  of  the 
labia,  which  are  not  so  prominent,  and  also  that  the  whole  of 
the  external  organs  appear  to  be  situated  nearer  the  rectum^ 
and  are  not  surrounded  with  the  usual  quantity  of  hair.  The 
thighs  do  not  possess  the  tapering  fullness  conmion  to  the  ex* 
quisitely  formed  female ;  the  ossa  ilia  are  less  expanded,  and 
the  breasts  are  very  smalL  In  Toice  and  manners  the  female 
predominates.  She  menstruates  regularly,  was  twice  preg^ 
nant,  and  miscarried  in  the  third  and  fifth  month  of  gestation. 
During  copulation,  the  penis  becomes  erect.  There  has  never 
existed  an  inclination  for  commerce  with  the  female,  under 
any  circumstances  of  excitement  of  the  venereal  passion.  Slie^ 
at  present,  labors  under  the  venereal  disease,  and  has  warta 
on  the  labia.**"^ 

Orfila  and  Marc  both  notice  this  case,  and  urge  that  a 
perfect  anatomical  examination  of  the  supposed  testicles  waa 
wanting.  They  incline  to  the  idea  that  the  partially  perfii>> 
rated  penis  was  of  a  cliteroid  nature.  They  agree,  however, 
in  deeming  the  subject  a  female. 

In  the  following  case,  however^  the  dissection  was  amplow 
It  was  related  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences  of  Berlin  in  1835^ 
by  Rudolphi.  The  body  was  that  of  a  child  who  had  died,  aa 
it  was  said,  seven  days  after  birth ;  but  from  the  developmesl 
present,  it  was  probably  several  weeks  old.  ^*  The  penis  was 
divided  inferiorlv ;  the  ri^ht  side  of  the  scrotum  contained  a 
testicle:  the  left  side  was  small  and  empty.  There  was  a 
uterus  which  communicated  at  its  superior  and  left  portioii 
with  a  Fallopian  tube,  behind  which  was  an  ovary  destitute  of 
its  ligament.     On  ihe  right  side  there  was  neither  Fallopiaii 


*  >~«v  Tcrk  Mcilml  BtrMBhHy,  ^^  xiL  f.  S& 
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tabe,  nor  OYary,  nor  ligament,  but  a  true  testiole  from  the  epi- 
didymis, of  which  there  arose  a  vas  deferens.  Below  the 
ntems  there  was  a  hard,  flattened,  ovoid  body,  which,  when 
diYided,  exhibited,  a  cavity  with  thick  parietes.  The  ntems 
tarminated  above  in  the  parietes  of  this  body,  and  at  the  right 
die  yas  deferens,  without,  however,  penetrating  into  its  cavity. 
Rnally,  at  its  inferior  part,  there  was  a  true  vagina,  which 
terminated  in  a  cul-de-sac.  The  urethra  opened  into  the 
bladder,  which  was  natural.  The  anus,  rectum,  and  the  other 
organs  were  naturally  formed.  Professor  Rudolphi  considered 
fche  ovoid  body,  situated  beneath  the  uterus,  as  the  prostate 
and  vesiculas  seminales  in  a  rudimental  state."'*' 

Mr.  E.  Smith  relates  the  following  in  the  London  Medical 

*  Amerieaa  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences,  toL  iz.  p.  499. 

The  case  of  Maria  Derrier,  (Carl  Durrge,)  which  in  proTioas  editions  I 
referred,  with  some  hesitation,  to  the  second  class,  must  now  be  arranged 
Bnder  this. 

Pnrrge  died  at  Bonn,  in  March,  1885,  of  apoplexy,  aged  65  years.  He 
iraa  examined  by  Professor  Mayer,  and  from  his  account  I  take  the  foUow- 
inglkets: — 

Osiander,  Eopp,  Sommering,  Cooper,  Lawrence,  Green,  and  the  Medical 
Fkeolty  of  Paris  pronounced  him,  during  life,  a  malformed  male ;  Hufe- 
land.  Gall,  and  Brookes  a  female ;  while  some  considered  him  to  belong  to 
neitlier  sex.  In  his  twentieth  year,  he  had  discharges  of  blood  from  the 
geaital  organs  three  times,  but  none  since.  His  beard  grew  sparingly  and 
his  breasts  were  large. 

The  penis  (imperforate)  was  about  two  inches  long,  and  retracted  beneath 
the  skin  of  the  mons  yeneris,  and  immediately  at  its  lowest  surface  was 
la  opening  of  the  size  of  a  large  quiU.  A  septum  divided  this  firom  a 
large  canal,  which  represents  the  vagina.  The  urethra  is  thus  at  the  root 
of  the  penis,  and  immediately  surrounded  by  the  prostate  gland.  Imme- 
diately back  of  the  vagina  is  the  uterus.  The  FaUopian  tubes  open  regu- 
laity  into  the  ftmdus  uteri,  and  upon  the  left  side  behind  and  without  the 
eorresponding  ostium  abdominale  of  the  Fallopian  tube,  is  a  small,  flat, 
nnmd  body,  resembling  an  ovarium.  On  the  right  side,  close  to  the  ab- 
dominal end  of  the  Fallopian  tube,  there  is  a  small  flat  body,  to  which  a 
iliing  of  vessels  and  muscular  fibre  is  attached. 

0r.  Mayer  thus  supposes  this  case  to  present  characteristics  of  both  sexes 
— the  withered  testicle,  the  penis,  and  the  prostate  gland ;  and  on  the  other 
hand,  the  uterus,  vagina.  Fallopian  tubes,  and  ovarium-like  body.  (London 
Mtd.  Oaxettey  vol.  xviu.  p.  217 ;  Philadelphia  Medical  Examiner,  April  10, 
1841.) 
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Gazette^  vol.  xxxiii.  p.  174.  A  chSd  was  born  with  a  body 
much  resembling  an  imperforate  penis,  two  organs  analogous 
to  a  dirided  scrotum,  and  a  urethral  opening  at  the  base  of 
the  penis.  Several  skillful  anatomists  declared  it  to  be  a 
malformed  male.  It  died  in  about  eight  weeks  after  birth, 
and  on  dissection,  a  well-formed  uterus,  with  its  Fallopian 
tubes  and  ovaries  were  found.  There  was  no  urethra,  bat 
the  neck  of  the  bladder  was  inserted  in  the  vagina.  No  traces 
of  testes  or  of  spermatic  cord  could  be  discovered. 

2.  Male  individuah  trith  unusual  formation  of  the  urinary 
and  generative  organs^  (androgyni.)  ^^  The  ambiguity  in  these 
cases  depends  commonly  on  the  testes  being  contained  in  sepa- 
rate parallel  folds  of  the  skin ;  the  penis  being  imperforate, 
and  the  urethra  opening  in  the  perinsum,  on  the  surface  of  a 
blind  aperture,  having  a  red  and  tender  appearance,  and  easOy 
mistaken  for  the  vagina.  In  such  an  individual,  the  penis 
being  imperforate,  and  probably  smaller  than  usual,  is  con* 
sidered  as  a  large  clitoris ;  the  folds  of  the  skin  holding  the 
testes  verv  much  resemble  the  female  labia,  and  the  red  dit 
behind  which  the  urethra  ends,  is  tolerably  analogous  to  the 
vagina."*  A  marine,  answering  perfectly  to  this  descriptioii, 
was  sent  to  the  hospital  at  Toulon*  in  1799,  as  a  hermaphro- 
dite. He  was  about  twenty  years  of  age.  with  little  beard, 
anvi  brests  resembling  those  of  a  girl  at  sixteen.  A  discharge 
from  the  service  was  pTv>oured  for  him.*^  Individuals  of  tl^ 
cla^  appear  to  have  the  testes  and  vesioulse  seminales  p^eet, 

*  Re«5*  Ojclop«>luu  art.  0^meratk'm. 

i  Fv>iere,  ToL  i.  p.  So7.  An  inssrccUtv  cam.  a«DMipaBMd  viik  •  flilib 
U  T^tUced  br  J.  S.  Soden.  $ar)pNa  «t  Cov«airT.  Tliv  iadiTidiiai  raidtdat 
t^as  pl*ce.  ani  voire  ike  astirt  of  a  f<sul«.  TW  beanl  vaa  mrom^  tki 
brta»:5  f  a:«  aai  hips  suai^t.  Tk«  ;>»::al  orpans  ftmtSMHj  iiifMul  tki 
ab<>T«  dej<rlpsk>a.  The  fervciKBi  c^Aiaiaed  ihe  ceacca^  bat  ii  v»t  iliiiiltJ^  aai 
ra«fsM«a  :i<  *^b*a.  TVe  arime  v^  er^Msatcd  at  tke  pcriBcvB. ^ 
JTm.  nci  .^^/.  J^v-^m:.  TiA,  IT.  p.  a^  ■  Tk«v«  <imaiB:;T  CAB  W  M 
tkif  i^Kfctt  b<i:a(  a  Bafo. 

I'lK  ;Sdix4«  «aML  tkai  I  kart  a«Knb««l  ««  a  fciTi^m 
|«vmKT  b«  acraaf«d  a»lcr  ikb  imfN«.  wv«  u  m( 
icauw  a«ftUM<d  a  IV.  Ha»^T«it*«  Xamcrtt. 
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bnt  they  miiBt  eyidently  be  impotent  from  the  imperforation 
of  the  penis  and  the  opening  of  the  ejacnlatorj  ducts  near 
the  perinsenm,  where  the  semen  is  of  course  expelled. 

Deviations  less  marked  have  also  been  observed,  and,  among 
others,  a  confinement  of  the  penis  to  the  scrotum,  by  a  par* 
ticolar  formation  of  the  integuments,  has  occasioned  persons 
to  be  reputed  hermaphrodites.  In  these  the  urine  passes  in 
the  direction  downward,  and  the  confinement  of  the  organ  will 
not  allow  of  its  performing  the  sexual  functions.  Mr.  Brand 
relates,  that  being  consulted  in  1779,  on  occasion  of  some  com* 
plaint  in  the  groin  about  a  child  seven  years  of  age,  he  found 
a  vicious  structure  of  the  sexual  organs,  consisting  in  the  pre- 
sence of  such  an  unnatural  integument.  This  child  had  been 
baptized  and  brought  up  a  girl,  but  it  was  evident  to  him 
erroneously,  as  the  male  organs  were  present.  By  a  slight 
incision,  he  liberated  the  restricted  parts,  and  proved  to  the 
parents  that  they  had  mistaken  a  boy  for  a  girl.'*' 

Lastly,  males  are  supposed  to  be  hermaphrodites  when  the 
anterior  wall  of  the  urinary  bladder  is  deficient,  together  with 
the  lower  and  anterior  portion  of  the  abdominal  muscles  and 
integuments,  while  a  red  and  sensitive  mass  of  an  irregular 
and  fungous-like  substance,  with  the  ureters  opening  on  it,  is 
placed  at  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen.  I  have  already 
referred  to  the  elaborate  essay  of  Dr.  Duncan,  Jr.,  on  this 
subject.  He  has  collected  a  great  number  of  cases,  and  from 
his  deductions,  it  appears  that  important  alterations  in  the 
generative  organs  are  generally  observed  connected  with  this 
deformity.  The  urethra  is  deficient,  and  the  penis  conse- 
quently imperforate.      It  is  also  very  short,  never  exceeding 

*  Brand,  quoted  in  Brewster's  Edinburgh  Encyclopedia,  art.  IfermaphrO' 
dit€$. 

**  Myself,  passing  by  Vitny  le  Francois,  a  town  in  Champagne,  saw  a  man 
the  bishop  of  Soissons  had  in  confirmation,  called  Oerman,  whom  aU  the 
inhabitants  of  the  place  had  known  to  be  a  girl  till  two  and  twenty  years  of 
age,  caUed  Mary.  He  was  at  the  time  of  my  being  there  Tery  fuU  of  beard, 
old  and  not  married ;  he  told  us,  that  by  straining  himself  in  a  leap,  his 
male  instruments  came  out."  (Montaigne's  Essays.)  Ambrose  Par€  also 
mentions  this  case. 
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two  inches,  even  in  the  adult.  The  yesicnlae  seminales  open 
near  the  fungous  mass  above  mentioned,  or  in  the  urethra,  or 
in  a  small  tubercle  at  the  root  of  the  penis.  The  testicles  are 
generally  natural,  either  contained  in  the  scrotum,  or  they 
have  not  descended.  The  sexual  appetite  in  some  of  theee 
individuals  has  been  weak,  in  others  strong,  in  others  alto- 
gether wanting.* 

They  are  not  capable  of  procreating  the  species,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  shortness  and  imperforation  of  the  penis,  and 
the  seminal  ducts  opening  extemally.f 

*  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  vol.  L  pp.  54  to  58.  Th«  fol- 
lowing is  an  exception  of  the  general  rule,  unless  we  suppose  the  malooii- 
formation  to  have  been  slight,  and  the  prevalent  opinion  to  hare  been  drawn 
from  the  appearance:  '*In  the  year  preceding  (1459)  there  was  a  bain 
which  had  the  kinds  of  male  and  female,  caUed  in  our  language  a  $car€kl, 
in  whom  man's  nature  did  prevail :  but  because  his  disposition  and  por- 
traiture of  body  represented  a  woman,  in  a  man's  house  of  Linlithgow,  he 
associated  in  bedding  with  the  goodman's  daughter  of  the  house.  And  mads 
her  to  oonceiTe  a  child ;  which  being  divulgate  through  the  countzy,  and  the 
matrons  understanding  this  damsel  deceived  on  in  this  manner,  and  being 
offended  that  the  monstrous  beast  should  set  himself  forth  as  a  woman,  bdng 
a  very  man,  they  got  him  accused  and  convicted  in  judgment  for  to  be  boni 
quick,  for  this  shameful  behavior."  (Piscottie's  History  of  Scotland;  EiBn- 
burgh,  1778,  p.  104.) 

f  Under  this  head,  I  apprehend,  must  be  arranged  the  case  of  Sarah  TQh 
bert,  aged  six,  admitted  into  St.  George's  Hospital,  London,  1825.  (Lanoeti 
vol.  viii.  p.  95.) 

That  of  a  negro  child,  aged  six,  described  by  Dr.  Heustis,  of  Alabama, 
in  whom  the  penis  is  perforated,  but  the  urethra  opens  externally  at  its 
root.  The  rudiments  of  testicles  are  felt  in  the  sacculi  on  each  side  of  the 
scrotum.  (American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences,  vol.  vii.  p.  557.) 

One  by  Dr.  Hervey,  of  an  individual  who  died  at  the  hospital  of  Bouig 
in  France,  aged  17.  (American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences,  vol.  ill.  p.  185, 
from  the  Journal  G^n^rale.) 

Mary  Cannon,  who  died  at  Guy's  Hospital  in  1829,  aged  55  or  60.  This 
hybrid  formerly  wore  man's  dress,  had  worked  as  a  laborer,  and  had  been 
engaged  in  pugilistic  combats.  For  the  last  seven  or  eight  yean,  die  ap- 
peared as  a  female.  (Lancet,  N.  S.,  vol.  v.  p.  181 ;  and  London  Medietl 
Gazette.) 

Marie  Marguerite,  whose  history  was  given  by  Dr.  Worbe,  to  the  Faculty 
of  Medicine  in  Paris  in  1815.  (Dictionnaire  des  Sciences  Mediealet,  art. 
ffemu^hrodite. ) 

Fenolio's  case  of  a  soldier  is  similar  to  the  above,  except  thai  tbe 
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3.  Fe7fuU€9wUhunu$ualformati(m$oftheg0ner€M9eorganBf 
(androgynse.)    An  enlargement  of  the  clitoris  is  probably  the 


were  remarkably  developed.  (Encjolographies  des  Sdences  Mediomlee,  tuL 
lip.  284.) 

The  case  bj  Qendrin,  where  the  person  was  considered  a  female  until  the 
age  of  19,  (in  1881,)  when,  on  examination,  the  registry  of  baptism  was 
ordered  to  be  altered,  and  the  name  changed  to  that  of  a  male.  (Medieo- 
Chinirgieal  ReYiew,  vol  xxi.  p.  172,  from  the  ReTue  Medicale.) 

And  ]»robablj  the  two  cases  described  by  Dupuytren  to  the  Royal  Academy 
of  Medicine,  at  Paris,  in  1830.  (North  American  Medical  and  Sorgical  Jour- 
nal, ToL  xiL  p.  224.) 

A  German  recently  exhibited  to  the  Royal  Academy  of  Medicine  by 
M.  Batly.  The  scrotum  had  a  deep  furrow,  on  each  side  of  which  was  oon- 
tained  a  testicle.  There  was  an  imperfect  penis,  an  inch  and  a  half  long, 
and  below  it  a  passage  leading  to  the  bladder,  and  through  which  the  urine 
flowed.  The  urethra  had  become  thus  enormously  distended  in  consequence 
of  repeated  acts  of  copulation,  to  which  he  had  submitted  in  consequence 
of  supposing  himself  a  female.  His  appearance  is  of  that  of  the  sex,  and  he 
etatee  that  the  enlargement  was  gradually  made.  When  informed  that  he  was 
a  male,  he  assumed  the  proper  dress,  but  found  himself  impotent.  (American 
Journal  Med.  Sciences,  vol.  xx.  p.  479,  from  Gazette  des  Uopitaux.) 

A  somewhat  similar  case  related  by  M.  Benoit.  (Medico-Chirurgioal  Re- 
view, ToL  xxxix.  p.  687.) 

Another,  by  Dr.  D.  Davis,  Obstetric,  Med.,  p.  68,  is  as  follows :  A  person 
in  London  was  baptized  as  a  female — dressed  as  such,  and  during  the  years 
of  childhood  and  adolescence  believed  herself  belonging  to  that  sex.  Her 
passion  became  so  far  developed  as  to  cause  her  to  make  advances  to  a  gen- 
tleman, who,  being  disappointed,  committed  a  furious  breach  of  the  peace. 
The  police  took  both  into  custody,  and  this  finally  led  to  an  examination,  at 
which  Dr.  Davis,  Professor  Pattison,  and  several  others,  were  present.  A 
substance  resembling  the  clitoris,  but  a  little  larger,  was  seen,  having  about 
half  an  inch  of  its  gland,  uncovered  by  its  prepuce.  Below  the  root  of  this 
eliteroid  body,  on  raising  it  a  little,  a  small  orifice  was  observed  communi- 
cating with  the  bladder.  Precisely  at  the  usual  locality  of  the  opening  into 
the  vagina,  there  was  a  round  aperture  of  scarcely  half  an  inch  in  diameter. 
This  aperture  was  surrounded  by  a  cameo-membranous  structure  of  no 
great  thickness,  but  of  considerable  firmness  and  tenacity.  Dr.  Davis  ex- 
perienced so  much  resistance  on  attempting  to  pass  the  finger  that  he  did 
not  dare  to  continue  it ;  but  on  introducing  a  bougie,  a  cul-de-sac  was  found 
at  about  an  inch  beyond.  On  each  side  of  this  opening  were  two  fiill 
developed  pendulous  bodies,  evidently  testes,  which  communicated  by  sper- 
matic cords,  of  the  usual  bulk  and  feel,  with  the  abdominal  cavity.  The 
breasts  were  not  developed,  and  the  voice  was  rough.  Dr.  Davis  very  justly 
considers  the  sex  of  this  person  as  masculine* 
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most  common  cause  that  has  led  to  mistakes  concermng  this 
sex.  It  is  not  common  in  Earope,  bat  is  quite  frequent  in 
warm  climates,  insomuch  that  excision  of  it  is  said  to  be  some- 
times practiced. 

Sir  Everard  Home  relates  an  instance  in  a  Mandingo  De- 
gress, aged  twenty- four  years.  Her  breast  was  very  flat,  her 
voice  rough,  and  her  countenance  masculine.  The  clitoris 
was  two  inches  long,  and  in  thickness  resembling  a  common- 
sized  thumb ;  when  viewed  at  some  distance,  the  end  appeared 
round,  and  of  a  red  color ;  but  on  a  closer  inspection,  was 
found  to  be  more  pointed  than  that  of  a  penis,  not  flat  below, 
and  having  neither  prepuce  nor  perforation.  When  handled, 
it  became  half  erected,  and  was  then  three  inches  long,  and 
much  larger  than  before ;  and  on  voiding  her  urine,  she  was 
obliged  to  lift  it  up,  as  it  completely  covered  the  orifice  of  the 
urethra.  The  other  parts  of  the  female  organs  were  found  to 
be  in  a  natural  state.  "*"  It  is  proper  to  observe  in  this  place, 
that  in  new-born  children  the  clitoris  is  proportionably  veij 
large. 

A  case  of  this  description  occurred  in  Pennsylvania,  and  is 
related  by  Dr.  Wm.  Harris.  At  birth  the  clitoris  was  unusa- 
ally  long,  but  the  child  was  declared  a  female.  It  grew  ra- 
pidly up  to  the  age  of  puberty,  when  the  individual  assumed  a 


*  See  Home  on  Hermaphrodites.  (Philos.  Trans.,  toL  Ixxxix.  p.  167.) 
Many  other  cases  are  said  to  be  collected  in  the  work  of  Dr.  Parsons,  on 
Hermaphrodites.  (See  a  case  bj  him  of  a  French  girl,  in  Philosophical 
Transactions,  vol.  xlvii.  p.  142.) 

This  malconformation  rarely  occurs  in  temperate  climates;  bat  stiU  many 
oases  are  related.  <<  An  entire  qaarto  thickly-printed  page  of  referenoss  to 
cases  of  monstrous  clitorides,  is  given  in  the  Ephem.  Germ."  (Davis*  Ob- 
stetric Medicine,  p.  60.)  This  author  refers  to  a  case  of  extirpation  by  Mir. 
Richard  Simmons,  of  London,  in  which  the  length  was  nine  inches,  and  ths 
circumference  of  the  largest  part  of  the  stem  fire  inches.  Its  general 
appearance  was  very  smooth  and  fleshy,  and  its  upper  surface  corered  wttli 
cuticle.  (Ibid.,  p.  61.)  My  colleague,  Professor  Delamater,  has  mentioned  to 
me  a  case  within  his  own  obserration,  where  the  husband  became  extremely 
dissatisfied,  and  indeed  thought  of  applying  for  a  diTorce,  on  account  of  the 
impediments  he  met  with  from  what  proved  to  be  an  enlarged  clitoris.  Ita 
removal  obviated  his  objections. 
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Ucnlinc  appearance,  and  delighted  only  in  manly  eports  and 
I  labors  of  the  field.  "At  eighteen  years  of  age  she  was 
nearly  six  feet  high,  and  excfaaoged  her  female  for  male  attire. 
She  married  at  twenty-five ;  seemed  to  have  great  enjoyment 
in  copulation ;  the  clitoris  was  five  or  six  inehea  long.  Sha 
died  at  sixty.  No  post-mortem  examination  was  made.  Her 
friends  asserted  that  she  differed  from  a  female  only  in  the 
enlarged  clitoris.* 

In  1814,  a  female  named  Mary  Madeline  Lefort  excited 
great  attention  in  Paris,  and  subsequently  in  London,  as  a 
reputed  hermaphrodite.  She  was  examined  by  a  committes 
of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  of  that  city,  {consisting  of  Chans* 
eier,  Petll-Radel,  and  Beclard,)  and  from  their  report  it  ap- 
peaiB  thai  the  breasts  were  sufficiently  developed,  and  there 
were  perfect  areolse  on  the  nipples.  The  upper  lip  and  chin 
were  covered  with  a  heard.  The  clitoris,  resembling  much  a 
EmaU  penis,  an  inch  and  a  half  long,  and  invested  with  a  mov- 
able prepuce,  emerged  from  under  the  symphysis  pubis,  and 
Bbooting  out  from  between  the  superior  part  of  the  labia,  ter- 
minated by  an  imperforated  glans.  At  the  root  of  the  clitoris 
is  an  opening  through  which  the  urine  and  menses  Sowed.  On 
M|)&ntting  the  labia,  a  thick  membrane  was  seen  to  extend 
a  one  to  the  other,  and  from  the  lower  angle  formed  by 
r  union,  upward  as  far  as  the  prominent  clitoris  already 
nfibed.  Dr.  Granville  supposed  that  this  membranous  par- 
loD  coTers  the  orifice  of  the  vagina,  and  that  an  incision 
ide  into  it,  would  at  once  expose  that  cavity  in  its  natural 
Mr.  Brookes,  the  anatomist,  proposed  to  effect  an  en- 
[enent  of  the  opening  of  the  vagina,  but  the  subject  of  the 
Ifortoation  refused,  calculating,  no  doubt,  that  such  an  ope- 
a  might  have  injured  the  interests  of  her  gainful  vocation. 
k  incomplete  urethra  was  in  this  case  produced  under  the 
I,  and  it  was  this  circumstance  which  constituted  its  re- 
pUaace  to  a  penis.     But  the  presence  of  organs  essential 


*  Pliiladelpbit  Medical  Examiner,  tdI.  ii.  p.  814. 
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to  the  female,  such  as  the  uterus  and  vagina,  leare  no  doabfc 
of  her  sex.* 

A  prolapsus  of  the  uterus  M  another  circumstance  whieh 
has  occasioned  females  to  be  deemed  hermaphrodites.  Mar- 
garet Malaure  came  to  Paris  in  1693,  dressed  as  a  man.  Bhe 
considered  herself  as  possessing  the  organs  of  both  sexes,  and 
stated  that  she  was  able  to  employ  both.  Her  person  ifaa 
exhibited,  and  several  physicians  and  surgeons  agreed  with  the 
common  opinion  so  much,  as  to  give  certificates  that  she  was 
an  hermaphrodite.  Saviard,  an  eminent  surgeon,  was,  how- 
ever, incredulous.  He  examined  her  in  the  presence  of  his 
brother  practitioners,  and  found  that  she  had  a  prolapsus  uteri, 
which  he  reduced-f 

Sir  Everard  Home  mentions  a  similar  case  of  a  Frendk 
woman  whom  he  himself  examined.  She  was  shown  as  a  cni- 
osity,  and,  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks,  made  £400.  The 
prolapsus  was  evident  on  inspection.  She,  however,  pretended 
to  have  the  power  of  a  male4 

The  following  may  be  subjoined  under  this  division  :-— 

Hiitory  of  a  supposed  Hermaphrodite^  by  Robert  Menj, 
Surgeon,  and  its  dissection  by  Sir  Astley  Cooper. — Maiy 
Bennet,  aged  eighty-six  years,  died  in  1840,  of  a  gradual  de- 
cay of  her  natural  powers.  She  had  resided  in  Herefordshire 
for  the  greater  part  of  her  life,  obtaining  her  bread  generally 
as  a  straw-plaiter,  and  occasionally  going  out  as  a  char-woman. 


*  London  Medical  Repository,  vol.  iv.  p.  414 ;  Orfila's  Lemons,  toL  L  p. 
158;  Dayis'  Obstetric  Medicine,  p.  62;  Elliotson's  Blamenbach,  pp.  ^N, 
422 ;  Cyclopedia  of  Practical  Medicine,  art.  Sex,  [doubtfld,)  by  Dr.  Beatty, 
Medioo-CMrurgical  Review,  toL  xxxi.  p.  120. 

Parent-Duchatelet,  speaks  of  a  large  clitoris  occurring  in  a  prostitnte  in 
Paris.  It  was  three  inches  long,  and  of  the  thickness  of  the  ring-finger, 
with  a  well-formed  glans,  and  covered  with  a  prepuce — **e'6tait»  a  tPjr 
meprendre,  la  verge  d'un  enfant  de  douxe  a  quatorze  ans,  pea  avaai  la 
puberty.'*  (De  la  Prostitution,  vol.  i.  p.  220.)  This  female  had  never  mea- 
Btmated,  and  the  uterus  was  probably  wanting. 

f  Mahon,  vol.  i.  p.  96. 

\  Home  ut  anter.  A  case  similar  to  the  above  is  related  in  Palentlni 
PandeotsB,  vol.  i.  p.  88. 
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She  was  extremely  mnscnlar  and  powerful,  capable  of  severe 
labor.  As  a  girl,  previous  to  puberty,  nothing  is  positive^ 
known  about  her,  but  there  was  a  rumor  that  she  was  not 
formed  like  other  girls.  No  menstrual  secretion  ever  appeared 
during  her  life ;  she  had  nipples,  but  no  protuberant  breasts. 
Her  voice  was  gruff  and  masculine,  as  was  her  general  appear- 
ance. She  was  never  married,  disliked  the  society  of  men, 
and  shunned  that  of  women,  and,  during  the  greater  part  of 
her  life,  inhabited  a  cottage  by  herself. 

Mr.  Merry,  soon  after  death,  removed  the  parts  of  genera- 
tion, and  gave  them  to  Sir  Astley  Cooper.  ^^  The  pudenda 
and  mens  veneris  had  their  usual  clothing,  and  upon  separat- 
ing the  labia,  the  glans  and  corpus  clitoridis  appeared  of  a 
very  unusual  length,  being  elongated  to  two  inches.  The  pa- 
pillae of  the  glans  were  particularly  large  and  conspicuous,  and 
must  have  possessed  an  extreme  degree  of  sensibility.  There 
was  a  slight  depression  in  the  glans  where  the  urethra  might 
have  been  supposed  to  exist,  but  there  no  opening  existed. 
Much  nearer  to  the  pubes,  on  the  lower  part  of  the  clitoris 
toward  the  perinseum,  the  urethra  appeared  open  upon  its 
under  side,  and  some  lucunae  were  seen  there,  but  under  the 
arch  of  the  pubes  a  circular  opening  existed,  which  was  the 
urethra,  resembling  the  orifice  of  the  meatus  urinarius."  The 
labia  projected  on  each  side  of  the  clitoris,  but  they  contained 
no  testes,  and  the  projection  was  found  to  consist  of  fat.  A 
bougie  passed  readily  from  the  urethra  into  the  bladder.  In 
the  urethra,  under  the  pubes,  when  its  canal  was  opened,  there 
appeared  a  longitudinal  opening  between  the  folds  of  mem- 
brane. This  opening  or  slit  led  directly  into  the  vagina ;  it 
was  longer  from  before  backward,  than  from  side  to  side,  and 
its  size  would  allow  a  common  pen  to  enter  it.  The  vagina 
had  no  os  externum,  but  only  this  slit  from  the  urethra.  It 
terminated  in  a  well-formed  os  uteri.  The  uterus  was  of  its 
usual  form,  and  had  a  Fallopian  tube  attached  to  its  fundus, 
and  the  ligaments  of  the  ovaria  to  its  side.  On  the  right  side 
the  ovarium  remained,  and  had  its  usual  internal  appearance, 
but  it  was  not  more  than  half  its  natural  size. 
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^^This  woman,  therefore,  (concluded  Sir  Astley,)  differed 
from  others  in  the  magnitude  and  length  of  the  clitoris,  in  the 
absence  of  the  external  orifice  of  the  vagina,  which  began  from 
the  urethra  itself,  and  in  the  imperfect  development  of  the 
ovarium."*  And  to  this  imperfect  development  he  ascribes 
the  suppression  of  the  menstrual  secretion. — Chuy^B  HoipiUd 
Reports  for  October,  1840. 

It  will  readily  be  observed  from  the  above  illustrations,  that 
all  the  cases  of  supposed  hermaphrodites  are  referable  to  the 
classes  now  described.  They  are  either  males,  with  some  un- 
usual organization  or  position  of  the  urinary  or  generative 
organs ;  or  females  with  an  enlarged  clitoris,  or  prolapsed 
uterus ;  or  individuals  in  whom  the  generative  organs  have  not 
produced  their  usual  effect  in  influencing  the  development  of 
the  body.f  Thus  it  is  evident,  that  instead  of  combining  the 
powers  of  both  sexes,  they  are  for  the  most  part  incapable  of 
exerting  any  sexual  function.]; 

Yet  the  prejudices  of  ancient  nations  seem  to  have  marked 
these  unfortunate  individuals  as  objects  of  persecution,  and  to 
have  subjected  them  to  the  operation  of  the  most  absurd  and 
cruel  laws.  Diodorus  mentions  that  they  had  been  burned  by 
the  Athenians  and  Romans.     At  an  early  period  of  Roman 

*  A  remarkable  case,  exemplifjing  the  union  of  penis,  uterus,  Tiginfti 
testes,  and  rudimentary  ovaries,  came  under  the  obserration  of  Prof.  Horaoe 
A.  Aokley,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  was  reported  by  Prof.  George  BUekmia 
in  the  Am.  Joum.  of  Med.  Sciences,  July,  1858,  p.  68.  See  also  remarks  oa 
this  case  by  Prof.  J.  B.  S.  Jackson  in  same  journal,  Oct.  1858. 

f  In  a  recent  discussion  at  the  Academy  of  Medicine  at  Paris,  Adelon,  a 
▼ery  high  authority,  maintained  that  all  the  oases  were  referable  to  one  or 
other  of  the  above  classes;  and  that  there  never  was  <* a  coexistence  of  the 
parts  belonging  to,  or  characteristic  of,  either  sex,  in  one  being."  (Med.- 
Chir.  Review,  voL  xxiv.  p.  237.) 

X  Velpeau,  in  his  Midwifery,  (American  edition,  p.  81,)  has  suggested 
that  in  some  of  the  supposed  oases  of  hermaphrodism,  congenital  hevnia  d 
the  ovaries  may  be  mistaken  for  testicles.  He  refers  to  the  case  of  Ptdl 
Mayer,  of  Bonn,  and  also  one  examined  by  Maijolin.  In  the  former,  (a 
child  six  months  old,)  there  were  a  uterus,  vagina,  and  FallopUa  iolMi; 
while  on  the  sides  there  were  folds  of  the  skin  like  a  split  scrotam.  wift 
oval  bodies  in  each.  The  clitoris  was  separated  at  its  glaiia  by  a  iMOitb 
(Lancet,  vol.  ix.  p.  169,  from  Qraefe's  JoumaL) 
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history,  a  law  was  enacted  that  every  child  of  this  description 
should  be  shut  up  in  a  chest  and  thrown  into  the  sea ;  and 
Livy  gives  an  instance,  where,  on  some  difficulty  with  respect 
to  the  sex  of  a  newly-born  infant,  it  was  directed  to  be  thrown 
into  the  sea — tanquam  fcedum  et  turpe  prodigium.*  The 
Jewish  Talmud,  we  are  told,  contains  many  ordinances  founded 
on  the  apparent  predominance  of  sex. 

The  canon  and  civil  law  have  also  many  enactments  con- 
cerning them.  Among  other  questions  vigorously  debated, 
was  that  whether  they  should  be  allowed  to  marry ;  and  it  ap- 
pears that  they  were  even  not  prevented ;  but  if  the  two  sexes 
were  equal,  a  choice  of  the  object  was  left.  Some  learned 
opinions  on  this  subject  may  be  found  in  Yalentini.t 

Hermaphrodites  could  not,  however,  be  promoted  to  holy 
orders,  on  account  of  their  deformity  or  monstrosity ;  nor 
could  they  be  appointed  judges,  '' because  they  are  ranked 
with  infamous  persons,  to  whom  the  gates  of  dignity  should 
not  be  opened.'* 

An  old  French  law  allowed  them  great  latitude.  It  en- 
acted that  hermaphrodites  should  choose  one  sex,  and  keep  to 
it.t 

The  absurd  notions  and  practices  have  now  disappeared; 
but  the  subject  is,  notwithstanding,  important  on  many  ac- 
counts, as  these  unusual  deviations  often  render  the  sex  of  an 
individual  doubtful,  and  impose  even  on  professional  persons. 
The  question  may  be  important  in  deciding  the  employment  in 
life  of  an  individual,  the  descent  of  property,  and  the  judicial 
decision  concerning  impotence  or  sterility.  Thus,  Mr.  Ferrien, 
a  modem  physician,  informs  us  that  he  was  consulted  by  the 
relatives  of  a  young  nobleman  laboring  under  a  dubious  con- 

*  Livy,  27,  87;  EutropiuB,  4,  86. 

f  Norells  Cas.  10,  de  matrimonio  hermaphroditi. 

X  Male,  p.  278.  <*The  Hindoo  Institutes  of  Menu  provide  for  some  rare 
and  singular  contingeneies.  For  instance,  the  inheritance  of  a  son  being  a 
whole,  and  that  of  a  daughter  a  half,  there  is  a  peculiar  sagacity  and  fore- 
sight in  directing  that  the  portion  of  a  hermaphrodite  shall  be  half  of  the  one 
and  half  of  the  other,  or  three-fourths."  (The  Chinese,  by  J.  F.  Davis;  Lon- 
don, 1886,  voL  L  p.  221.) 
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fonnation,  who,  if  a  male,  as  was  commonly  believed  by  thooBi, 
would  inherit  a  considerable  estate,  but  to  which  he  could  have 
no  right  if  he  belonged  to  the  other  sex.  The  whole  external 
mien  resembled  that  of  girls  of  twelve  years  of  age ;  the  breasts 
were  quite  flat,  and  the  voice  masculine.  An  external  sexual 
organ  of  small  size  was  present,  but  without  a  urethra.  In 
the  scrotum  was  a  deep  fissure,  through  which  the  urine  was 
discharged.  He  was  induced  to  declare  her  a  female,  and 
thus  she  would  consequently  lose  the  expected  inheritanee. 
This  decision  is,  however,  incorrect,  at  least  if  we  adopt  the 
views  already  laid  down. 

The  following  circumstances  are  worthy  of  notice,  in  fomih 
ing  our  opinions  on  contested  cases :  The  beard,  the  hair  on 
various  parts  of  the  body,  the  desires  excited  by  the  presence 
of  women,  the  testes  and  their  cords,  and  the  comparatively 
greater  breadth  of  the  shoulders  than  of  the  pelvis  and  hipa, 
show  us  that  the  individual  is  a  man.  The  smoothness  and 
softness  of  the  body  in  general,  the  absence  of  the  beard  and 
of  hair  on  the  body,  the  menstrual  discharge,  the  want  of 
testes,  and  the  superior  breadth  of  the  hips,  prove  the  indi- 
vidual to  be  a  woman. 

On  proceeding  to  the  sexual  organs,  a  male  with  a  fissure 
in  the  perinseum,  and  an  imperforate  penis,  may  be  ascertained 
by  the  size  of  the  penis,  by  the  difierent  organization  of  the 
prepuce  from  that  which  covers  the  clitoris,  by  the  absence  of 
nymphse  and  hymen,  and  probably  by  the  presence  of  testes. 
The  different  relation  of  the  fissure  in  the  perinseum  to  the 
penis,  from  that  of  the  meatus  urinarius  to  the  clitoris  in  the 
female,  will  assist  the  decision ;  as  also  the  want  of  power  to 
pass  an  instrument  toward  the  situation  of  the  uterus. 

On  the  other  hand,  a  female  is  indicated  by  the  size  of  the 
clitoris,  and  its  different  shape ;  by  the  connection  of  its  pre- 
puce with  the  nymphae,  and  the  presence  of  the  latter  parts; 
by  the  separate  opening  of  the  vagina  and  meatus  urinarina, 
and  by  the  presence  of  the  hymen,  and  the  absence  of  the 
testicles. 

All  these  circumstances  now  enumerated  tend  to  assist  ub 
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in  yiewing  the  adult ;  but  the  difficulty  is  mucn  increased  with 
new-born  children.  In  such  instances,  a  close  and  accurate 
examination  is  required,  founded  on  the  distinctions  already 
laid  down,  so  far  as  they  are  applicable.* 

The  English  common  law  on  this  subject,  and  which,  of 
course,  is  binding  in  this  country,  is  thus  laid  down  by  Black* 
stone  and  Coke :  ^^  A  monster  having  deformity  in  any  part 
of  its  body,  yet  if  it  hath  human  shape,  may  inherit,  "f  And 
<<  erery  heir  is  either  a  male  or  a  female,  or  an  hermaphrodite, 
that  is,  both  male  and  female.  And  an  hermaphrodite  (which  is 
also  called  androgynus)  shall  be  heir,  either  as  a  male  or  female, 
according  to  that  kind  of  sex  which  doth  prevail ;  and  accord- 
ingly it  ought  to  be  baptized.";];  The  same  rule,  he  observes, 
{hermaphrodita  tarn  masculo  quamfemince  comparatum  secun" 
dum  prcBvalescentiam  seasHs  incalescentiSj)  guides  in  cases  con- 
cerning tenant  by  the  curtesy.§ 

I  prefer  subjoining  the  views  of  SU  Hilaire  on  Herma- 
phrodism,  to  incorporating  them  in  the  body  of  this  chapter. 
They  are  taken  from  an  analysis  of  his  work  in  the  New  Edin- 
burgh Philosophical  Journal,  vol.  xv.  p.  298,  and  the  Lancet, 
N.  S.,  vol.  xii.  p.  48.|| 

St.  Hilaire  divides  the  generative  apparatus  into  six  dif- 
ferent portions  or  segments,  three  on  a  side,  which,  in  several 
respects,  are  independent  of  each  other.  1  and  2.  The  deep- 
seated  organs,  testicles,  and  ovaries.  3, 4.  The  middle  organs, 
womb  or  prostate,  and  vesiculse  seminales.  5,  6.  The  exter- 
nal organs,  penis  and  scrotum,  clitoris  and  vulva. 

When  the  number  of  these  parts  is  not  changed,  and  there 
is  simply  a  modification  in  their  development,  we  have  the 

*  I  am  much  indebted,  on  this  subject,  to  the  articles  Generation  in  Bees' 
Cyclopedia,  and  Hermaphroditet  in  Brewster's.  The  former  is  an  elaborate 
and  able  production,  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  William  Lawrence.  See  also  the 
trticle  on  this  subject  by  Marc,  in  the  Dictionnaire  des  Sciences  Medicales, 
ToL  zzi. ;  and  for  some  discussions  on  the  Theory  of  Hermaphrodism,  bj 
Br.  Knox,  of  Edinburgh,  see  Dr.  Brewster's  Journal  of  Science,  N.  S.,  toL  it 
p.  828. 

t  Blaokfltone,  2,  247.  %  Coke  Littleton,  8,  a.  {  Ibid.,  29,  b. 

I  See  also  Medioo-Chimrg.  Bevlew,  toL  xxxL  p.  114. 
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PIB8T  CLASS,  or  hermaphrodism  mtJumt  exeeu.  This  ag!un  is 
subdivided  into  four  orders.  1.  Male  Sermaphrodigmy  when 
the  generative  apparatus,  essentially  male,  presents  in  some 
one  portion  the  form  of  a  female  organ — as  a  scrotal  fiasare, 
resembling  in  some  respects  a  vulva.  2.  FenuUe  M.^  where 
the  apparatus,  though  essentially  female,  yet  offers  in  some 
one  portion  the  form  of  a  male  organ,  as  in  the  excessive  de> 
velopment  of  the  clitoris.  3.  Neutral  JJ.,  when  the  portions 
of  the  sexual  apparatus  are  so  mixed  up,  and  so  ambiguooSi 
that  it  is  impossible  to  ascertain  to  what  sex  the  individual 
belongs.  4.  Mixed  JTl,  when  the  organs  of  the  two  sexes  are 
actually  united  and  mixed  in  the  same  individual.  Of  this 
there  are  several  species:  AltertuUej  when  the  deep  organs 
belong  to  one  sex,  and  the  middle  to  the  other,  while  the  ex* 
temal  present  a  mixture  of  both.  Lateral.  In  this,  the  deqi 
and  middle  organs,  when  viewed  on  one  side  of  the  median 
line,  appear  to  belong  to  the  male  sex,  while  on  the  other  thej 
are  female ;  the  external  organs,  as  in  the  former  species,  are 
partly  male  and  partly  female.  Semilateral.  Interehanginff. 
The  SECOND  CLASS  includes  all  anomalies  with  excess  of 
parts,  and  is  divided  into  three  orders.  1.  Complex  Male  R^ 
where  we  find,  with  an  apparatus  essentially  male,  some  super- 
numerary female  organ,  as  a  uterus,  etc.  2.  Complex  FemaU 
S.J  with  the  addition  of  a  male  organ,  as  a  testicle,  etc,  to 
an  apparatus  essentially  female.  3.  Bieexual  S.j  where  a 
male  and  female  apparatus  exist  in  the  same  individual.  St. 
Hilaire  allows,  however,  unequivocally,  that  the  external 
organs  (as  penis  and  clitoris)  have  never  been  found  perfectly 
double.  ''The  researches  of  modem  anatomists  have  com- 
pletely set  at  rest  the  long  debated  question  of  hermaphrodism, 
in  the  vulgar  acceptation  of  the  word.  It  is  anatomically  and 
physiologically  impossible."* 

*  The  most  remarkakle  insUnce  of  biteTnial  hermaphrodism  ia  aaid  to  bs 
that  recorded  bj  Schrell,  a  Qerman  anatomist,  in  1804.  **In  this  case,  there 
existed  beneath  a  true  penis,  and  independently  of  the  testicles  and  Taaa  di- 
ferentia,  which  were  naturaUy  formed,  a  small  yulTa,  furnished  with  labia 
and  DTmphfls,  and  communicating  through  a  true  vagina,  with  a  rudinMiUaiy 
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^^With  respect  to  legal  medicine,  it  is  sufficient  for  me  to 
point  out  here,"  says  the  author,  ^'the  insufficiency  of  the 
precepts  given  hy  authors  for  the  determination  of  the  sex  in 
douhtful  cases — precepts  which  have  appeared  exact,  only  he- 
cause  there  had  heen  hut  a  very  few  of  the  combinations  dis- 
tinguished which  nature  presents.  This  difficulty  in  distin- 
gnishing  the  sex,  is  the  consequence  of  the  general  fact,  that 
while  the  internal  organs  vary  almost  to  infinity  in  number, 
structure,  and  arrangement,  (being  either  internal  mahy  in- 
ternal female — a  double  set  of  organs  which  are  male  and 
female — or  finally  ambiffuous,  being  neither  male  nor  female,) 
the  external  ones  preserve  their  normal  number;  and  the 
modifications  which  they  present  in  other  respects,  being  in- 
termediate between  the  male  and  female  sexes,  are  included 
within  limits  sufficiently  narrow.  It  is  then  impossible  that 
a  particular  arrangement  of  the  external  organs  could  cor- 
respond to  each  of  the  special  combinations  of  the  internal 
organs." 

Lastly,  the  author  remarks  that  legislation,  admitting  only 
two  grand  classes  of  individuals,  on  whom  it  imposes  duties 
and  grants  difiercnt  and  almost  opposite  rights,  according  to 
their  sex,  does  not  truly  embrace  the  entire  of  the  cases;  for 
there  are  subjects  who  have  really  no  sexj  such  as  neuter  her- 
maphrodites, and  hermaphrodites  mixed  by  superposition; 
and  on  the  other  hand,  certain  individuals,  the  bisexual  her- 
maphrodites, who  present  the  two  sexes  united  in  the  same 
degree.* 


uterus,  prorided  with  lound  ligaments  and  imperfectly  developed  oTaries. 
Here  the  two  sets  of  organs  were  nearly  complete,  but  the  male  organs  were 
fbUj  dereloped,  while  the  female  remained  in  a  rudimentary  state."  (British 
ftnd  Foreign  Med.  Review,  vol.  riii.  p.  29.) 

*  A  remarkable  case  of  this  description,  which  occurred  in  Paris,  to  Prof. 
BouUlaud,  the  editor  of  the  Journal  Hebdomedaire,  is  given  from  that  jour- 
baI  in  the  Lancet,  N.  S.,  vol.  xii.  p.  60,  and  Medico-Chir.  Review,  vol.  xxiii. 
p.  287.  The  subject,  aged  62,  and  a  widower,  who  died  of  cholera,  was 
apparently  a  male;  yet  on  dissection,  a  womb  and  its  ovaries  were  found. 
There  was  a  perfect  prostate  gland.  The  testicles,  vesiculsB  seminales,  and 
TMa  deferentia  were  wanting.    The  penis  had  a  well-fonned  glana  and  pre- 

VoL.  L  18 
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If  the  reader  will  compare  this  analysis  with  the  aooompa- 
nying  chapter,  he  will  readily  observe  in  what  respects  the 

pace.  A  Tagina,  about  two  inches  long,  connected  the  uterus  with  tks 
urethra.  The  external  genital  organs  of  the  female  were  entirely  absent; 
but  the  general  conformation  (except  a  thick  but  soft  beard)  inclined  to 
that  sex. 

Qeoffroy  St  Hilaire  and  Maneo  obserre  on  this  case,  that  *' We  must  dis- 
tinguish the  organs  of  reproduction,  and  those  of  mere  copulation;  tliave 
may  be  an  amalgamation  or  coexistence  of  the  latter,  but  not  of  the  former." 

There  is  an  elaborate  review  of  the  work  of  St.  Hilaire  on  Anomalies  of 
Organization  (monstrosities)  in  the  British  and  Foreign  Medical  Refieir, 
ToL  Tiii.  pp.  1,  86. 

I  must  also  not  omit  referring  to  a  very  learned  and  elaborate  article  oa 
<*  Hermaphroditism,''  by  Professor  Simpson,  of  Edinburgh,  in  the  Cyclopedis 
of  Anatomy  and  Physiology. 

[A  case  of  malformation  of  the  sexual  organs  came  under  the  oham 
ration  of  Prof.  S.  D.  Gross,  in  which  both  penis  and  vagina  were  waatia^ 
"but  in  the  place  of  the  former  there  was  a  small  clitoris,  and  instead  of  the 
latter  a  cul-de-sac,  covered  with  mucous  membrane,  the  urethra  occupying 
the  usual  situation  in  the  female ;  the  nymph 8b  unusually  small,  but  the 
labia  were  developed,  and  containing  each  a  testis  quite  as  large,  consJateati 
and  well  shaped  as  they  ever  are  in  boys  at  this  age,"  (three  yean ;) 
tration  was  performed  by  Prof.  G.,  the  propriety  of  this  operation  being 
curred  in  by  Prof.  Miller,  of  Louisville,  who  saw  the  child  in  consultation. 
The  case  is  reported  by  Prof.  Gross  in  the  Am.  Journ.  of  Med.  Sciences. 

The  patient  had  always  been  regarded  as  a  girl,  having  been  so  considered 
by  the  accoucheur,  but  at  the  age  of  two,  the  feelings  and  dispositioa  of  a 
boy  began  to  be  manifested.  The  operation  was  performed  with  the  hnmaae 
object  of  preventing  the  development  of  sexual  desire  at  the  age  of  puberty, 
which,  under  the  circumstances,  it  was  considered  could  only  be  prodnetlfe 
of  evil.  Taking  this  view  of  the  matter,  the  parents  were  solicitous  for  tiM 
operation.  The  patient  was  under  the  observation  of  Prof.  Gross  for  serenl 
years  afterwards.  The  habits  and  disposition  subsequently  manifested  were 
those  of  a  girl.  The  person  was  well  developed,  and  the  mind  uncommonly 
active  for  a  child  of  his  years. 

The  motives  of  Professors  Gross  and  Miller  in  the  treatment  pursued  la 
this  case  cannot  be  questioned;  and,  looking  solely  to  the  fiiture  happiaeM 
of  the  child,  the  propriety  of  the  practice  would  admit  of,  to  say  the  least,  a 
warm  defence.  Other  considerations,  however,  are  involved.  The  qnee* 
tion  arises,  whether  we  have  a  right  to  deprive  a  person  of  the  sexual  pro- 
pensity, admitting  that  insuperable  difficulties  in  its  exercise  are  incident  to 
malformation,  and  that  the  possession  of  it  cannot  fail  to  lead  to  palaM 
consequences.  Another  point  relates  to  the  position  of  the  person,  as  regards 
sex,  after  t  he  operation.  The  presence  of  well  formed  and  fully  developed  teites 
entitles  the  case  to  be  ranked  among  those  of  male  hermaphrodism. — ^A.  F.] 
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vations  of  M.  St.  Hilaire  are  to  be  deemed  original.  So 
}  they  relate  to  legal  medicine,  distinct  from  the  mere 
siation  of  facts,  we  may  presume  that  little  or  no  im- 
(inent  can  be  made  in  our  existing  law,  unless  the  mixed 
be  actually  precluded  from  the  power  of  inheriting. 


CHAPTER    V. 

BAPE. 

1.  Signs  of  Tirginity — opinion  of  anatomists  concerning  theuL  2.  Signs  of 
defloration  and  rape ;  diseases  that  may  be  mistaken  for  the  effects  of  vio- 
lence; Talue  to  be  attached  to  external  injuries  as  proof.  Posdbilitj  of 
consummating  a  rape.  False  accusations.  Appearances  when  death  hsi 
followed  Tiolation.  Case  of  Mary  Ashford.  8.  Laws  of  Tarions  coontrisi 
as  to  the  violation  of  children  under  ten  years  of  age.  Credibility  of  wit- 
nesses in  these  cases.  Laws  of  yarious  countries  concerning  the  pnniak- 
ment  of  rape.  Discussion  as  to  the  circumstances  which  constitute  tko 
crime  in  law.  Diversity  of  decisions  in  England  and  this  country.  Late 
English  law  defining  them,  with  decisions  under  the  same.  4.  Whether 
the  presence  of  the  venereal  in  the  female  should  invalidate  her 
tion.  Of  rape  during  sleep,  without  the  female's  knowledge.  Of 
nancy  following  rape.  Law  on  this  point.  Of  pregnancy  following  defllH 
ration.    Rape  on  persons  under  the  influence  of  ansssthetic  agents. 

No  CASE  can  occur  in  which  public  feeling  is  more  warmlj 
or  justly  excited,  than  where  an  attempt  is  made  to  injure  or 
destroy  the  purity  of  the  female.  According  to  our  system 
of  laws,  the  testimony  of  the  insulted  individual  is  suflficiettt 
to  condemn  the  criminal;  yet  notwithstanding  this  correei 
disposition,  it  not  unfrequently  occurs  that  the  opinion  of  the 
physician  is  required,  in  order  to  elucidate  various  difficulties 
connected  with  the  accusation.  I  shall,  therefore,  follow  the 
plan  pursued  by  all  systematic  writers  on  this  subject,  and 
commence  with  a  notice  of  the  signs  of  virginity.  A  know* 
ledge  of  these  is  generally  required  in  cases  where  children  of 
a  tender  age  have  been  abused;  and  again,  they  need  to  be 
known  in  those  instances  where  malicious  charges  have  beea 
made  by  abandoned  females.  No  remark  can  be  more  correei 
than  that  of  Sir  Matthew  Hale,  concerning  this  crime:  ^^It  k 
(188) 
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a  accusation,"  eajs  he,  "easy  to  be  made  and  hariler  to  be 

roved,  but  harder  to  be  defended  bj  the  party  accused  though 

inocent."     The  signs  of  rape  will  necessarily  form  the  second 

D ;  thirdly,  the  laws  of  variouB  countries  od  that  crime^ 

nd  lastly,  an  examination  of  some  medico-legal  questions 

Bonnectcd  with  the  subject. 

1.  The  physical  signs  of  yirginity  have  teen  the  subject  of 

len  discusaion  among  anatomists  and  physiologists,  and  nonq 

r  them  has  heretofore  led  to  greater  inquiry,  than  the  exiat^ 

tnee  of  the  hymen.     This  is  understood  to  be  a  membrane  of  I 

I  semiloiiar,  or  occasionally  of  a  circular  form,  which  closet 

e  orifice  of  the  vagina,  leaving,  as  a  rule,  an  aperture  suffi* 

ienUy  large  to  permit  the  menses  to  pass,  but  occasionally 

^Diid  to  be  imperforate.*     A  great  difference  of  opinion  for-  i 

triy  existed  concerning  its  presence.     Some  distinguished  \ 

ibysiologists  have  denied  its  existence  altogether,  or  in  tho 

s  where  it  is  found,  consider  it  a  non-natural  or  morbid    ' 

Korrence.     Among   these,   may   be   enumerated,  Ambrose 

rtf,  Pttlfyn,  Pinieus,  Columbus,  Dionis,  and  Buffon.     "Co* 

■bus,"  says  Zacchias,  "did  not  observe  it  in  more  than  one 

r  two  iostanccs;  and  Fallopius,  in  not  more  than  three  f&> 

tiles  oat  of  thousands  whom  he  dissected. "t     "Par^,"  snyi 

lion,  "considers  the  presence  of  the  hymen  as  contrary  to 

ipe ;  and  states  that  he  searcht-d  for  it  in  vain  in  females 

D  three  to  twelve  years  of  ago.  "J     Those  on  the  contrary, 

I,  from  diaaoction,  have  believed  in  its  presence  previoua 

»  sexual  intercourse,  or  some  otlicr  cause  destroying  it,  an 

fWbriciu8,  Albinus,  Ruysch,  Morgngni,  Haller,  Diemerbroel^   | 

Cater,   Riolan,   Sabatier,  Cuvier,   Blumcnbach,  and  I  may   j 

nd  Denman,      Haller  appears  to  have  observed  it  in  persons 

r  all  ages.g     Cuvier  has  not  only  found  it  in  females,  bat 

V  "  Dr.  Qmts  *(ates,  that  in  the  aryorily  of  oaseB  obserred  by  Lim,  it  «m 

If  fttt  oblong  OTkl  tbape.  (Western  Jouranl  Med.  atid  Pbys.  Scienaw,  vsl.  x. 

ass.) 

I    f  ZaMUu,  toL  I.  p.  tie.  i  Mahon,  vol.  i.  p.  118. 

I  "Bgo  •juiilem  la  omnibus  virginibtis  reperi,  qu&rum  kliqiiie  tdultn 
tnat  Mtktia,  ucque  anqa«m  desidcraii.  Deque  credo  a  puTA  virgjoe  ftbesae. 
TUl  hjmuiein  hli  in  Pxlu,  leiiea  in  reoetiB  nala,  bis  in  puelU  nliiiuot  eepli- 
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has  also  observed  a  fold  answering  to  it  in  mammiferons  ani- 
mals, and  thus  gives  strong  evidence  of  its  existence  by 
analogy.*  Gavard,  who  appears  to  have  dissected  a  great 
nnmber  of  subjects  at  the  H6pital  de  la  SaltpetriSre,  and 
also  at  the  dissecting  room  of  Desault,  states  that  he  con* 
stantlj  found  this  membrane  in  the  foetus,  and  in  children 
newly  born.  In  others  of  a  more  advanced  age  he  also  ob- 
served it;  and  in  particular  in  a  female  fifty  years  old,  whom 
he  was  called  to  sound,  he  found  it  untouched;  so  also  in  an- 
other, whom  he  attended  with  Professor  Dubois.f 

The  general  sense  of  the  profession  is  now  decidedly  in 
favor  of  its  existence.  The  following  circumstances,  however, 
require  to  be  noted  before  we  form  an  opinion  concerning  H 
as  a  sign  of  virginity.  It  may  he  wanting  from  original 
maleonformationy  or  it  may  be  destroyed  by  disease  or  some 
other  causej  and  yet  the  female  be  pure.  Thus  the  first  men- 
strual flux,  if  the  aperture  be  small,  may  destroy  it— or  an 
accident,  as  a  fall^— or  disease,  as  for  example,  an  ulcer,  may 


manarum  ter  in  annua,  semel  mense  18,  semel  in  bimula,  bis  in  Mxemd^ 
Bemel  in  decenni,  semel  in  14  annorum  pueUa,  semel  in  alia  17  annoniBi 
semel  in  Tetula.*'  (Elementa  Phjsiologife,  tome  Tii.  pars  2,  pp.  95  and  97.) 
Some  satirical  remarks  by  Michielis  on  the  German  anatomists  finding  tUa 
membrane,  and  the  French  denying  its  existence,  may  be  found  in  his  Com- 
mentaries, Tol.  i.  p.  482.  He  quotes  also  the  opinion  of  Roederer  and  Wria- 
berg  in  faTor  of  its  presence,  and  also  of  its  being  a  sign  of  Tirginity. 

*  See,  on  this  point,  Godman's  Anatomical  InTestigations,  p.  72,  ete.; 
Lawrence's  Lectures  on  Physiology,  London  edition,  p.  174;  Edinbnr;^ 
Aledical  and  Surgical  Journal,  toI.  liv.  p.  50G;  Yirey  on  the  True  Nature  of 
Hymen. 

f  Foder^,  toI.  ir.  p.  339.  In  a  report  by  L.  Senn,  of  La  Matemite,  at 
Paris,  on  the  condition  of  the  genital  organs  at  birth,  he  states  that  in  iis- 
amining  between  three  and  four  hundred  children  from  two  to  four  year*  of 
age,  he  did  not  fail  in  a  single  instance  to  find  the  hymen.  (Deweet*  Mid- 
irifery,  third  edition,  p.  48.) 

*'  Nous  ajouterons  que  tons  les  anatomist es  modemes  ne  metient  plug  «n 
doute  Texistence  de  Thymen."  (Derergie,  toI.  i.  p,  840.) 

X  Or  as  the  following  case  of  a  young  woman  admitted  into  St.  ThomMP 
Hospital,  in  July,  1828,  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Elliotson.  She  stated,  tkai 
about  six  months  prerious,  she  was  Ufling  a  person  out  of  a  coaoh,  when 
she  suddenly  felt  intense  pain  in  the  back,  and  the  uterus  desoeuded 


toiallj  obliterate  it.  There  have  certainly  occurred  instances 
where  the  pressure  of  the  confined  menstrual  fluid  has  pro- 
duced its  destruction.  Again,  in  the  place  of  the  hymen^  are 
sometimes  found  the  ctxrunculce  myrtiformes.  Tolberg,  ac- 
cording to  Foder^y  and  also  Belloc,  have  made  this  obsenra- 
tkm  on  dissection.  They  were,  however,  round,  and  without 
a  cicatrix,  and  in  this  respect  very  distinct  from  the  organs 
usually  so  termed.'*'  This  membrane  may,  on  the  other  hand^ 
hepre^enty  and  yet  the  female  he  unchaste;  nay^  she  may  be-- 
come  pregnant  without  having  it  destroyed.  Gavard,  whom  I 
have  abeady  mentioned,  found  it  perfect  in  a  female  of  thir- 
teen years  of  age,  who  was  laboring  under  the  venereaLf 

In  cases  where  this  membrane  is  found  thickened,  or  abnor- 
mally rigid,  an  operation  has  often  been  necessary.  A  case 
happened  to  Ruysch,  of  a  female  during  labor,  in  whom  he 
had  not  only  to  divide  the  hymen,  but  also  another  non-natu- 
ral membrane  placed  farther  back.  Immediately  after  the 
operation,  the  child  was  bom.^  Baudelocque,  Mauriceau, 
Denman,  Meigs,  and  other  writers  on  midwifery,  adduce 
many  instances  illustrating  the  same  fact.§ 

protruded  beyond  the  os  eztemuni.  The  descent  was  accompanied  by  pro- 
ftiM  hemorrhage.  She  recovered  and  was  married,  and  now  came  in  for 
pfolspsus  uteri.  She  declared  that,  before  her  marriage,  she  was  intact ; 
and  Dr.  EUiotson  remarked  on  this,  that  a  lesion  of  the  hymen  may  result 
firom  iiUemal,  as  weU  as  from  external  causes.  (Lancet,  N.  S.,  toL  ii.  p.  734.) 

♦  Foder^,  toI.  iv.  p.  343 ;  Belloc,  p.  45. 

f  Foder4,  toI.  iv.  p.  840.  Bicord,  surgeon  to  the  Venereal  Hospital  at  Paris, 
Beniions  a  similar  case.  (Monthly  Journal  Medico-Chirurgical  Knowledge, 
H*.  2,  p.  87.) 

}  Foder^,  yoL  iv.  p.  840 ;  see  also  toI.  i.  pp.  889,  890,  for  similar  and 
fftn  more  extraordinary  cases. 

{  Capuron  states  that,  a  few  years  ago,  he  divided  this  membrane  in  a 
ftmale  during  labor,  and  in  a  short  period  she  was  delivered  of  living  twins, 
(p.  82.) 

The  following  extract  from  so  experienced  a  practitioner  as  Baudelocque, 
has  some  incidental  interest:  *<It  is  well  known  that  the  hymen  is  not 
always  torn  in  the  first  connection,  and  that  it  has  been  found  entire  in  some 
wemen  at  the  time  of  labor.  I  can  myself  adduce  two  examples."  The 
fini  was  in  a  young  lady,  who  assured  him  that  she  had  merely  permitted 
tha  semen  to  be  shed  on  the  interior  parts  of  the  Tulva,  and  did  not  aUow 
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These  observations  certainly  lead  us  to  doubt  whether  the 
presence  or  absence  of  the  hymen  deserves  much  attention ; 
and  I  believe  the  opinion  of  physiologists  generally  is,  that  it 
is  an  extremely  equivocal  sign.  I  am,  however,  unwilling  to 
go  as  far  as  most  of  the  later  writers  on  legal  medicine,  who 
virtually  reject  it  altogether.  While  it  must  be  allowed  that 
it  can  very  often  be  destroyed  by  causes  which  do  not  impair 
the  chastity  of  the  female,  we  are  justified,  I  think,  in  attaoh- 
ing  considerable  importance  to  its  presence.*    I  feel  therefon 

the  complete  act.  Here  the  hymen  bound  the  Tagina  yery  closely,  and  lift 
but  a  Tery  small  opening.  She,  notwithstanding,  became  pregnant,  and  Um 
parts  were  found  thus  at  labor.  In  the  other,  the  membrane  alone  resitUdy 
for  half  an  hour,  aU  the  efforts  of  the  last  periods  of  delivery.  (Midwiftoiyt 
voL  i.  p.  217.) 

Additional  oases  are  recorded  by  Mr.  Brennard,  (London  Medical  B«po» 
sitory,  toI.  xxi.  p.  398;)  by  Mr.  Streeter,  Lancet,  N.  S.,  toI.  xziii.  p.  866; 
by  Dr.  Mackinlay,  ibid.,  toI.  xzvii.  p.  847 ;  by  Dr.  West,  ibid,  yoL  xxritt. 
p.  188;  by  Mr.  Arnott,  ibid.,  toI.  xxx.  p.  284,  (not  pregnant.) 

By  Dr.  Blundell,  an  eminent  lecturer  on  midwifery  in  London.  "Foot 
impregnations,"  says  he,  *'in  which  the  hymen  remained  unbroken,  ham 
fallen  under  my  notice ;  the  diameter  of  the  vaginal  orifice  not  exceeding 
that  of  the  smaller  finger,  and  this  too,  though  the  male  organ  was  of  ordi- 
nary dimensions."  And  again,  "  I  know  of  three  cases  in  which  the  mtto 
organ  was  not  suffered  to  enter  the  Tagina  at  all,  and  where,  ncTerthelMi^ 
I  suppose  from  the  mere  deposition  of  the  semen  upon  the  vulva,  impref- 
nation  took  place."  (See  his  Lectures  in  the  Lancet,  N.  S.,  vol.  ilL  pp.  i66^ 
260;  vol.  iv.  p.  708. 

By  Dr.  Davis,  particularly  a  case  of  cribriform  hymen.  Obstetric  MfA- 
cine,  pp.  104,  106,  110;  by  Dr.  Kennedy,  p.  81. 

By  Dr.  Montgomery,  Cyclopedia  of  Practical  Medicine,  vol  ill.  p.  486, 
art.  Pregnancy.  He  quotes  two  cases,  which  deserve  mention  at  leait  ia 
this  place.  One  is  from  Marc,  (art.  Violation,  in  the  Dictionnaire  dtt 
Sciences  Medicales.)  A  young  female,  severely  afflicted  with  syphiliB,  vat 
brought  to  La  Pitie.  The  hymen  was  altogether  wanting;  the  vagina  gtmOf 
dilated,  and  the  external  genitals  diseased.  She  was  cured ;  and  to  Um 
astonishment  of  the  medical  observers,  a  well-formed  semilunar  hymen  HM 
found  The  other  is  from  Nysten.  A  young  girl,  aged  18,  had  OTtrlaa 
pregnancy,  but  had  never  menstruated ;  the  vagina  was  much  contimeM, 
and  the  hymen  was  perfect ! ! 

*  Smith,  p.  397.  A  case  is,  however,  given  in  East's  Crown  Law,  (toL  L  pw 
438, )  where  two  surgeons  swore  that  the  hymen  was  entire.  "  But  m  thii 
membrane  was  admitted  to  be  in  some  subjects  an  inch,  in  others  an  inoli  nA 
a  half,  beyond  the  orifice  of  the  vagina,  Ashnrst,  J.,  left  it  to  tbo  J11179 
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justified  in  retaining  it  among  the  signs  of  virginity,  although 
i  should  always  be  considered  in  connection  with  other  physi- 
cal proofs.* 

2.  Narraumess  of  the  vagina.  In  children  this  part  is  ex- 
tremely small;  bat  it  increases  in  size  as  they  approach  to  the 
ige  of  puberty.  At  that  period,  the  development  produced 
by  the  determination  of  blood  to  the  sexual  organs,  causes  a 
turgescence  and  enlargement,  which  naturally  place  the  parts 
in  closer  contact.  In  chaste  females,  also,  rugae  are  observed 
on  the  inner  surface  of  the  vagina ;  and  these  are  removed 
by  frequent  connections,  and  destroyed  by  one  or  two  de- 
liveries. 

But  we  cannot  place  much  reliance  on  this  as  a  sign.  It  is 
evident  that  it  must  vary  with  the  age  of  the  individual,  the 
temperament  and  the  state  of  the  health.  In  those  of  a  san- 
guine habit,  the  parts  will  be  most  contracted,  while  on  the 
other  hand,  if  fluor  albus  or  monorrhagia  be  present,  there 
will  be  great  dilatation.  Parent-Duchatelet  informs  us,  as 
the  result  of  actual  inspection,  that  the  genital  organs  of 
many  prostitutes,  some  indeed  of  advanced  years,  cannot 

whether  any  penetration  was  proved;  for  if  there  were  any^  hoteever  emails 
the  rape  was  complete  in  law.     The  jury  found  the  prisoner  guilty."     In 
this  ease,  the  female  was  ten  years  of  age,  and  the  parts  were  stated  to  be 
to  narrow  that  a  finger  could  not  be  introduced.     On  the  trial  of  Gammon, 
for  a  rape  on  a  child  under  ten  years  of  age,  Mr.  WooUett,  a  surgeon,  stated 
thftt  he  found  considerable  local  inflammation  about  the  parts  of  the  child ; 
that  the  hymen  had  been  recently  ruptured,  and  that  he  had  no  doubt  that 
penetration  had  taken  place.     Baron  Gurney,  who  presided,  observed :  "  I 
think,  that  if  the  hymen  is  not  ruptured,  there  is  not  a  sufficient  penetra- 
tion to  constitute  this  oflfence.     I  know  that  there  have  been  oases  in  which 
a  less  degree  of  penetration  has  been  held  to  be  sufficient,  but  I  have  always 
doubted  the  authority  of  these  oases ;  and  I  have  always  thought,  and  still 
think,  that  if  there  is  not  a  sufficient  penetration  to  rupture  the  hymen,  it 
is  not  a  sufficient  penetration  to  constitute  this  offence."  (5  Carrington  and 
Payne's  Reports,  p.  321,  Rex  v.  Gammon.) 

*  '*  In  examining  for  the  hymen  in  cases  of  rape,  or  for  purposes  of  pro- 
fessional opinion  or  treatment  in  many  other  cases,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
separate  the  labia,  and  even  the  thighs,  to  a  considerable  distance  from  each 
other,  before  the  hymen,  in  the  event  of  its  being  present,  can  be  distinctly 
/'  (Davis*  Obst.  Med.  p.  09.) 
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be  distinguished  from  those  of  the  yirgin  state.  And  the 
inference  drawn  is  ^Hhat  degrees  of  amplitude  and  straitnest 
of  the  vagina  are,  to  many  women,  a  natural  and  congenital 
state." 

8.  I  have  already  mentioned,  that  in  the  place  of  the 
hymen,  certain  fleshy  tubercles,  termed  carunctUce  mytti- 
formeBy  have  been  observed  by  anatomists;  and  shall  now 
add  that  a  variety  in  their  appearance  has  been  considered 
indicative  of  chastity  or  unchastity.  Zacchias  remarks,  that 
in  the  former  they  are  red,  tumid,  and  connected  together  by 
fleshy  cords ;  but  in  married  women  (being  situate  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  vagina)  they  are  found  pale,  flaccid,  and  the 
cords  torn  asunder. "*"  They  are  generally  considered  aB  the 
remains  of  the  hymen,  ^'et  corruptee  adeo  pudiciticB  indicia.** 
They  are  then  found  thick,  red,  and  obtuse  at  their  extremi- 
ties, somewhat  resembling  a  myrtle-berry;  and  from  this  sup- 
position  their  name  is  derived.  They  generally  disappear 
after  frequent  connection  or  deliveries. 

It  has,  however,  of  late  years  been  asserted,  with  positive- 
ness,  that  the  carunculse  and  the  hymen  may  be  coexistent. 
Of  this  opinion  are  Dr.  Hamilton,  of  Edinburgh,  Dr.  Blon- 
dell,  and  Dr.  Conquest;  all,  as  it  would  seem,  from  actual 
observation.f 


*  Zaoohias,  toI.  i.  p.  878. 

f  Ramsbotham'fl  Lectures,  in  London  Med.  Gazette,  toI.  xiii.  p.  192;  Blim- 
deirs  Lectures,  in  Lancet,  N.  S.,  toI.  vr,  p.  641 ;  Conquest's  Outlines,  p.  17; 
Merat  (Diet  des  Sciences  Med.,  toL  zxxt.  p.  148,)  is  of  the  same  opinion. 
Orfila,  howeTer,  states  that  in  more  than  two  hundred  dissections  made  bj 
him  of  females  from  two  to  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  in  whom,  of  coiin% 
the  hymen  was  present,  he  could  not  detect  the  presence  of  the  caruncute. 

Velpeau  says  that  the  difference  of  opinion  that  exists  may  be  settled  \/f 
what  he  deems  his  own  discoTery:  *<Four  carunculsB  are  commonly  ob* 
serred  at  the  entrance  of  the  Tulvo-uterine  canal,  and  which  correspond  to 
the  four  extremities  of  the  respective  diameters  of  this  opening.  Two  of 
these,  tIk.,  that  which  is  near  the  meatus,  and  that  which  is  near  the  four* 
chette,  belong  to  the  middle  columns  of  the  yagina,  while  the  other  two  oaly 
are  the  remains  of  the  hymen.  They  may  thus  coexist."  He  oalle  Umm 
last  lateral  caruncle*,  (Midwifery,  p.  56.) 

Devilliers,  junior,  in  his  **  New  Researches  on  the  Hymen  and  CVmoiafta^" 
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In  addition  to  the  above,  various  signs  have  been  enume- 
rated by  authors.  These  I  will  barely  state,  and  refer  the 
inquirer  for  more  minute  details  to  works  on  anatomy  and 
midwifery.  Pain  during  the  first  connection  is  deemed  a 
proof,  although  the  presence  of  menstruation  or  of  disease 
may  prevent  this  in  many  cases ;  so  also  blood  from  the  rup* 
tore  of  the  hymen.'*'  The  red  and  tamid  appearance  of  the 
labia  and  nymphse,  and  the  rupture  of  the  fourchette,  are 
each  extremely  uncertain  signs,  since  the  latter  does  not  gene- 
raUy  occur  until  deUvery,  and  the  former  may  be  present  in 
the  unchaste. 

It  should  be  observed,  with  respect  to  the  signs  last  enume-. 
rated,  that  although  they  may  be  present  notwithstanding  the 
unchastity  of  the  female,  yet  their  absence  is  a  proof  against 
her.  If  the  labia  and  nymphse  have  the  appearance  which 
indicates  previous  connection ;  if  the  fourchette  be  ruptured, 
and  the  fossa  navicularis  obliterated,  the  only  deduction  we 
can  draw  must  be  an  unfavorable  one.  Gapuron,  a  disbeliever 
in  the  physical  signs,  indeed  suggested  that  a  foreign  body, 
such  as  a  pessary,  introduced  with  too  much  violence  into  the 
vagina,  may  have  ruptured  the  fourchette;  or  the  menstrual 
fluid,  by  becoming  acrimonious,  may  have  eroded  it.t  Both 
these  suggestions  are,  however,  equally  improbable,  and  de- 
serve little  attention  in  forming  a  general  rule. 

Systematic  writers  have  added  to  these,  other  signs,  but 
they  are  generally  equivocal.  The  bright-red  color  of  the 
nipples,  the  hardness  of  the  breasts,  and,  in  fine,  the  general 
appearance  of  the  female,  all  deserve  attention,  but  can  seldom 
be  of  any  practical  utility  in  determining  on  the  point  under 
examination. 

From  the  above  statement,  an  opinion  may  be  formed  con- 


ris,  1840,  states  as  the  result  of  bis  inTestigations,  that  the  canmoolsB, 
•triotly  80  caUed,  are  the  line  representing  its  preTious  insertion.  (Annales 
d'Hygiene,  toI.  xxt.  p.  475.) 

*  This  is  indicated  in  the  Jewish  law.  The  ourioos  will  find  some  extra- 
ctdiaary  discussions  on  this  point  in  Zacchias,  toI.  i.  p.  876^  and  Michsdlis, 
▼oL  It.  pp.  192  to  199. 

f  Capnroiiy  p.  29. 


196  RAPB. 

cerning  the  dependence  that  is  to  be  placed  on  the  physioal 
signs  of  virginity.  It  is  not  to  be  denied,  that  many  may  be 
eqaivocal ;  but,  notwithstanding,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  medical 
examiner  to  notice  them,  and  that  in  connection  with  one 
another.  It  cannot  be  possible  that  all  those  which  we  have 
mentioned  as  present  during  the  chaste  state,  can  be  wanting, 
without  justifying  a  strong  suspicion  against  the  female.  It 
is  also  necessary  to  recollect  that  these  appearances  are  most 
striking  in  females  of  tender  age;  and,  as  a  general  rulsi 
guided,  however,  by  the  climate  and  the  habit  of  the  bodji 
they  are  found  most  perfect  in  females  not  farther  advanced 
in  life  than  twenty  or  twenty-five  years  of  age.* 

II.  Of  the  eigns  of  defloration  and  rape. 

The  marks  of  defloration,  i.e.  of  connection  without  vio- 
lence, are  of  course  the  reverse  of  those  which  we  have  stated 
in  the  preceding  section.  It  is  not  necessary  to  recapitulate 
them  in  this  place ;  but  it  is  proper  to  observe,  that  they  will 
most  readily  be  seen  if  the  examination  be  made  within  a  very 
short  period  after  the  event  complained  of;  and  again,  the 
most  striking  proofs  will  occur  where  it  has  been  the  first  oofOf 
nection  on  the  part  of  the  female.  Here  the  parts  are  gen^ 
rally  found  bloody,  inflamed,  and  painful. f 

Marks  of  a  rupture  of  the  hymen,  or  a  disunion  of  the  canm- 

*  The  following  remark  of  Foder^  on  this  subject  deserres  quotatioa: 
"Haying  often  been  engaged  in  such  examinations,  and  finding  the  aboT«* 
named  physical  signs  of  virginity  wanting,  I  have  declared  the  female  iia- 
chaste ;  and  the  pangs  of  child-birth  have  in  a  few  months  confirmed  mf 
decisions,  although  they  were  considered  harsh  at  the  time."  (VoL  iv.  pu 
852.)  We  must,  however,  add,  that  the  faculty  of  medicine  At  Le^piie 
declared,  that  there  does  not  exist  any  true  and  certain  sign  of  virgiikity, 
(Metzger — notes,  p.  483,)  and  Morgagni  is  of  a  similar  opinion.  (OposeillA 
Miscellanea,  p.  37.) 

f  It  is  important  not  to  mistake  the  menstrual  secretion,  or  blood  plaejd 
on  the  parts  for  the  eflfects  of  violence.  Dr.  Campbell,  of  Edinburgh,  de- 
tected a  case  of  pretended  rape,  by  finding  a  stocking  wire,  covered  wUli 
blood  in  a  dried  state,  which  had  been  applied  to  the  vagina.  (Midwiftsy, 
p.  68.) 
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cnlse,  may  also  be  present,  together  with  an  extreme  sensibility 
to  the  toach,  a  sensation  of  heat,  and  a  difSculty  in  walking. 
In  married  women,  or  libidinous  females,  the  detection  is  more 
difficult,  and,  in  truth,  in  a  great  degree  impossible,  and  that 
whether  they  accuse  or  are  accused.  The  reasons  for  this  will 
readily  suggest  themselves. 

By  the  term  rape,  however,  is  understood  not  only  deflora- 
tion, but  a  commission  of  it  either  against  or  without  the  will 
of  the  female;  and  again,  the  commission  of  this  violence 
against  a  person  of  a  tender  age,  who  has,  as  yet,  in  the  legal 
sense  of  the  term,  no  will.  Here,  not  only  the  signs  of  deflo- 
ration already  enumerated  may  be  present,  but  also  others 
indicative  of  the  employment  of  force,  such  as  contusions  on 
various  parts  of  the  extremities  and  body.  These,  however, 
are  compatible  with  final  consent  on  the  part  of  the  female. 

It  also  deserves  attention,  that  disease  has  produced  the 
appearance  of  external  injury,  and  led  to  suspicions  against 
innocent  persons.  Dr.  Percival  relates  a  case  of  serious  im- 
portance in  medico-legal  investigations.  Jane  Hampson,  aged 
four,  was  admitted  an  out-patient  of  the  Manchester  Infirmary, 
February  11, 1791.  The  female  organs  were  highly  inflamed, 
sore,  and  painful;  and  it  was  stated  by  the  mother,  that  the 
child  had  been  as  well  as  usual,  till  the  preceding  day,  when 
she  complained  of  pain  in  making  water.  This  induced  the 
mother  to  examine  the  parts  afiected,  when  she  was  surprised 
to  find  the  appearances  above  described.  The  child  had  slept 
two  or  three  nights  in  the  same  bed  with  a  boy  fourteen  years 
old,  and  had  complained  of  being  very  much  hurt  by  him 
during  the  night.  Leeches  and  other  external  applications, 
together  with  appropriate  internal  remedies,  were  prescribed; 
but  the  debility  increased,  and  on  the  20th  of  February  the 
child  died.  The  coroner's  inquest  was  taken;  previous  to 
which,  the  body  was  inspected,  and  the  abdominal  and  tho- 
racic viscera  found  free  of  disease.  From  these  circumstances, 
Mr.  Ward,  the  surgeon  attending  this  case,  was  induced  to 
give  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  child's  death  was  caused  by 
external  violence;  and  a  verdict  of  murder  was  accordingly 
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returned  against  the  boy  with  whom  she  had  slept  Not  manj 
weeks  elapsed,  however,  before  several  similar  cases  occnrredi 
in  which  there  was  no  reason  to  suspect  that  external  violenoe 
had  been  offered,  and  some  in  which  it  was  absolutely  certain 
that  no  such  injury  could  have  taken  place.  A  few  of  theie 
patients  died.  Mr.  Ward  was  now  convinced  that  he  wii 
under  a  mistake  in  attributing  the  death  of  Jane  Hampson  to 
external  violence,  and  informed  the  coroner  of  the  reasons 
which  induced  this  change  of  opinion.  Accordingly,  when  tli9 
boy  was  called  to  the  bar  at  Lancaster,  the  judge  informed 
the  jury  that  the  evidence  adduced  was  not  sufficient  to  con- 
vict; and  that  it  would  give  rise  to  much  indelicate  discussion, 
if  they  proceeded  to  the  trial;  and  that  he  hoped,  therefore^ 
they  would  acquit  him,  without  calling  witnesses.  With  this 
request  the  jury  immediately  complied.  The  disorder  in  these 
cases,  says  Dr.  Percival,  had  been  a  typhus  fever,  accompaiued 
with  a  mortification  of  the  pudenda."^ 

A  complaint,  resembling  the  above  in  many  respects,  has 
also  been  described  by  Mr.  Kinder  Wood.  It  is  preceded  Ij 
all  the  ordinary  symptoms  of  fever  for  about  three  days.  Tlie 
patients  then  call  the  attention  of  parents  to  the  seat  of  the 
disease,  by  complaints  in  voiding  urine,  etc.  When  the  genital 
organs  are  examined,  one  or  both  labia  are  found  enlarged  and 
inflamed.  The  inflammation  is  of  a  dark  tint,  and  soon  ex- 
tends internally  over  the  clitoris,  nymphse,  and  hymen.  Uloar- 

*  Medical  Ethics,  pp.  103  and  231.  Capuron  relates  two  eases  of  childrtDt 
the  one  aged  four  and  the  other  six  years,  both  of  whom  were  affeeted 
with  a  white  and  Tery  acrid  discharge  from  the  Tagina,  accompanied  with 
swelling  of  the  external  parts,  severe  pain,  and  indeed  ulceration :  a  U|^ 
fever  was  also  present.  In  one  instance,  the  parents  loudlj  declared  tlHii 
violence  must  have  been  used  toward  their  child.  Professor  Capuron,  how^ 
ever,  ascribed  both  to  an  epidemic  catarrhal  affection  then  preTalent  in 
Paris,  and  considered  the  local  complaint  as  entirely  dependent  on  it.  B^ 
the  use  of  proper  regimen,  they  readily  recovered.  (Pages  41  and  42.) 

**  Judging  from  my  own  experience  in  a  large  town,  cases  like  thoaa  r^ 
lated  by  Capuron  are  by  no  means  unfrequent.  I  have  met  with  at  leaat  a 
dozen  during  the  last  five  or  six  years,  principally  in  children  fonr  or  ftrt 
years  of  age.  They  have  been  various  in  the  severity  of  the  sjmpUnM^ 
and  in  their  duration,  but  have  always  terminated  favorably.*'  (DAmwaUb) 
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Ation  sncceeds,  and  the  external  organs  of  generation  are 
progressively  destroyed.  This  affection  has  proved  very  fatal, 
and  seems  to  oonstitute  a  peculiar  kind  of  eruptive  fever.* 

Mr.  William  Lawrence,  in  his  Lectures  on  Surgery,  when 
qiieaking  of  this  disease,  mentioned  that  he  had  been  called  as 
a  witness  in  such  a  case  at  the  Old  Bailey,  on  a  capital  indict- 
ment. The  idea  was  that  the  complaint  was  syphilis.  He 
remarks,  that  'Hhere  is  an  excessively  deep-colored  inflamma- 
tion, with  great  disturbance  of  the  health  of  the  child,  in  the 
very  commencement  of  the  affection;  and  the  ulceration  that 
mcoeeds  is  foul  and  sloughing,  and  of  a  tawny  color,  totally 
different  from  the  character  of  any  primary  venereal  sore/'f 

*  Medieo-Cbirurgical  Transactions,  toI.  tu.  p.  84.  Out  of  twelTe  cmm 
seen  bj  Mr.  Wood,  only  two  appear  to  have  recoyered.  See  also  Qnarterly 
JouniAl  of  Foreign  Medicine,  vol.  ii.  p.  223;  Lancet,  N.  S.,  toL  i.  p.  874; 
Amerieaa  Jonmal  of  Med.  Sciences,  yol.  ii.  p.  468 ;  North  of  England 
Medical  and  Snrgicai  Journal,  toI.  i.  p.  479.  (Cases  by  Mr.  Dunn,  of  mumps 
eombined  with  leucorrhoeal  discharge.)  Sir  Astley  Cooper  says  that  he  has 
seen  at  least  thirty  cases  of  this  discharge  in  one  year.  (London  Medical 
•lid  Surgical  Journal,  toI.  It.  p.  48.)  Additional  cases  are  mentioned  by 
Br.  Beatty,  as  occurring  in  Dublin,  and  where  charges  of  rape  were  about 
to  be  made.  (Cyclopedia  of  Practical  Medicine,  art.  Rape.)  Also  by  Dupuy- 
tren,  Medico-Chirurgical  Review,  vol.  zzv.  p.  524 ;  North  American  Archiyes, 
▼oL  L  p.  201. 

This  disease  is  noticed  by  Dr.  Churchill  (Diseases  of  Females,  p.  8,)  under 
tlM  names  of  InfdntiU  LeucoTrhaa^  or  inflammation  of  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  Tulva.  See  also  British  and  Foreign  Med.  Reyiew,  yol.  yii.  p.  478. 
There  is  eyery  probability  that  this  disease  may  cause  closure  of  the  yagina, 
(atresia,)  of  which  we  haye  giyen  cases.  See  Instances  in  Children,  by 
Dr.  J.  C.  Nott,  of  Mobile.  (American  Journal  Med.  Sciences,  N.  S.,  yol. 
T.  p.  246. 

[Vide  a  paper,  entitled  ** History  of  the  recent  epidemic  of  infantile  leu- 
eorrhoea,  with  an  account  of  fiye  cases  of  alleged  felonious  assaults  recently 
tried  in  Dublin,'*  by  Mr.  Wilde,  in  Med.  Times  and  Gazette,  September, 
1853;  also  an  article  by  Mr.  Kesteyen,  in  Med.  Gazette,  February,  1851. 
For  summary  of  fiicts  and  obseryations  contained  in  these  papers,  see  Med. 
Jarisprudenoe,  by  Wharton  and  Stills,  p.  881  et  seq. — A.  F.] 

f  London  Medical  Gazette,  yol.  yi.  p.  828.  A  similar  case  occurred  in 
London,  in  1829,  where  the  prisoner  was  convicted  of  an  assault,  and  sen- 
toDoed  to  six  months'  imprisonment.  Dr.  Gordon  Smith  and  others  in- 
terested themselyes  in  the  man's  behalf,  and  showed  that  it  was  disease, 
instead  of  the  result  of  yiolence.  (London  Medioal  and  Surgical  Journal, 
ToL  iy.  p  48.) 
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On  the  other  hand,  the  following  case,  related  by  Dr.  Bnllen, 
of  Cork,  will  show  how  consequences  precisely  similar  may  ori> 
ginate  from  violence :  A  servant-girl,  seventeen  years  of  age, 
obtained  permission  to  go  to  the  races.  She  danced  a  good 
deal,  drank  freely  of  porter,  and  becoming  confused  and  giddy, 
was  laid  down  in  a  tent  to  sleep.  While  in  this  situation,  she 
was  awoke  by  several  persons  violating  her  in  succession.  She 
became  insensible,  and  was  unable  to  tell  how  often  this  had 
been  effected,  but  when  examined  the  next  day  at  the  In* 
firmary,  the  genitals  were  found  bloody,  inflamed,  and  painful; 
there  were  marks  of  a  recently  ruptured  hymen;  the  four- 
chette  was  torn,  and  a  deep,  dusky  inflammation  affected  the 
labia,  nympha>.  and  perineum;  a  bright  erythematic  inflam- 
mation was  diffused  over  the  groins,  down  the  thighs,  and  up 
the  abdomen.  She  was  placed  in  bed;  bled,  freely  purged, 
and  cold  wac^h  applied  to  the  pan^  but,  in  spite  of  the  most 
active  treatment,  ulceration  rapidly  succeeded,  and  the  clitona, 
nympha>,  perineum,  labia,  and  mens  veneris  sloughed  away, 
leaving  the  pubis  expvxsevl.  After  a  long  and  painful  struggle^ 
this  great  ulcer  cicatrize^l.  and  she  lef:  the  hospital  with  only 
a  small  oriSoe  pn?5erved  by  keeping  in  a  l-jagie,  to  give  tran^ 
mission  to  the  menses.  A:  no  p-erioi  auring  the  progress  of 
the  oa^e  could  Dr.  Bullen  recogniie  syinpirms  of  sypLilis,  and 
he  exprc^!y  states  that  the  a>peoi  of  the  ulcvr  and  the  appear- 
ance of  the  ir.Samniaiic^n  were  vorv  5:n2sr  to  what  occun  id 
that  m^r::£.*i:::n  of  the  f'Jvi:y..ia  viich  lakes  p^ac^e  in  erup- 
tive fevers  of  a  j^eculiar  ios.^rij :::::.  as  L:::c-i-d  ly  the  above 
au:hv^^^.* 

1;  :<  hence  v^f  croa:  :a:T^>r:ar,vV  tbs:  tbe  rhvsirian  under- 
stani  the  p.>>>:MI::y  c^f  su.-^b  Lvls^cA^t?  :«.^.^«rriiiz*  lut  we  most 
ax  ihv  5A:i:e  t:r^t*  ••take  cart  r.::  ::'  r::i;  i:.;:  ;le  cpp<>die  error 
of  a5s:riVlr.^  indammati.M:*  w\xra:::L,  ar:i  ii>ci.arce  in 
whore  v;:^—.^■-^^  b.A5  Y««r.  aI^^vCt^:.  t:  ir.is  i:?£a«,  without 

vlL-^l  /c*«i."  ♦/   '^Jt'^ih.  ♦l.'jtJ'i  Ij::  ^^n  ::  i?.  iHor  in  a  child  Is 


n  vioUnce  mat  offered,  HiiUst  that  violence  had  tome  effect 
M  producing  it."*  The  proper  diatinction  to  be  mado  in 
these  cases  undoubtedly  is,  not  to  attribute  laceration,  tume- 
faction, and  consequent  inflammation  to  this  disease.  The 
examinatioD  of  the  person  suspected,  if  early  made,  will  lead 
to  a  definitive  opinion. t  Murks  of  external  injury  are  hence 
to  be  considered  as  corroborating  but  not  as  certain  proofs  of 
the  commission  of  a  rape.  The  ffcight  which  they  deserve 
depends  on  several  circumstances  wLich  it  is  proper  to  notice. 
1.  The  age,  ttrenglk,  and  state  of  mind  of  the  respective 
partiet.  Though  we  may  doubt  whether  a  rape  can  be  com- 
mitted on  a  grown  female,  in  good  health  and  strength,  (and 
this  point  I  shall  presently  notice,)  yet  there  can  be  no  que»- 

SEdiab«r{h  Medls&l and SurgiuU  Journal,  toI.  liii.  p.  491.  "Ciroum- 
t,  aomelimea  oocur  to  r«Diier  ibo  dlognoaia  of  (hU  jmint  ei- 
triy  perplexiDg.  ffe  recollect  a  cane  of  ihis  aort  where  two  sisters,  Ihe 
«a«  ais,  Uie  Wber  four  jEars  old,  vere  affected  wiih  (bis  disohnrge,  and 
«kar«  lb«  *xtTeni«  youtli  of  the  culprit  would  have  led  to  the  aame  cddcIu- 
uen,  bad  not  ibe  discover;  of  well-marked  phymasiB  placed  the  matter 
bcjond  doubl."  (British  and  Foreign  Medical  Reiiew,  vol.  \i.  p.  87.) 

Tber«  to  a  shocking  case  of  ripe  oo  an  infant  elcTen  months  old.  related 
in  Idondon  Medical  Gaielte,  toI.  ixti.  p.  IGO.     It  occurred  in  Ireland,  and 
b  followed  in  (wentj-fanr  hours.     The  vagina  waa  found  torn  from  the 

BScallj  in  Cjclopedia  of  Praclical  Medicine,  art.  Rapt. 

»  of  joung  children  supposed  to  hare  been  Tiolaled,  it  wilt  be  well 
laraneintieT  an  obsemlion  made  b;  DoTergie  and  TerlGed  in  repeated  ex- 
aBinations  of  health;  eutuesu.  And  this  is,  that  at  a  tender  age,  the  Ubift 
art  al  ■  maeh  greater  distance  from  each  other  at  the  upper  part,  than  in 
■an  adranoed  jeore.  The  opening  waa  ia  repeated  instances  found  to  be 
^lar.  aod  to  eipoee  the  clitoria.  (Derergle,  vol.  i.  p.  839.) 
^n  cat  Timl  que  I'acte  du  coit  est  raremeat  entierement  consomme  ehet 
•■JeluiM  enhns;  nous  avooa  tu  dana  plusleurs  cireonBtancea,  del 
•  fillea  ajani  Hi  pendant  aesci  long  temps  en  but  i  des  (enlatiTea  de 
L  |ir«aent«r  1«  perini^e  en  enlonnoir  refou1<!  en — dedans,  c'cat  i  dire,  ren- 
ngin.  ion  oriGee  un  peu  ealorgi  et  eeut^  en  bai,"  (Lenrel, 
■lea  d'Bjgitne,  lol.  xii.  p.  446.) 

>•  local  ajniptomi  disiinguishiDg  the  chronio  Taginitis,  not  ancnmmon 

kUm>>  tram  gonorrhcea  on  the  one  hand,  and  nn  the  other  hand,  the 

■  of  nolcace,  claiio  careful  aDnBidera.iioa  in  tlili  connection.     The 

J  reader  ataould  eonsutt  West  on  tlie  dtseHea  of  ahildren,  ami  olhet 

a  treating  of  the  lulgeot.— &.  F.] 

ITOL.  L  14 
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tion  but  that  it  can  be  perpetrated  on  children  of  a  tender 
age.  Previous  to  the  age  of  sixteen,  or  rather  before  the 
period  of  menstroation,  the  female  is  not  only  deficient  in 
strength,  bat  is  also  ignorant  of  the  consequences  of  the  act; 
and  fear  may  induce  her  to  consent  to  libidinous  deeirea. 
Again,  should  a  female  accuse  a  man  who  is  cachectic  or  a  vale- 
tudinarian, little  credit  is  to  be  given  to  her  charges ;  as  the 
respective  strength  of  the  parties  will  show  the  improbabili^ 
of  the  commission  of  the  act.  For  a  similar  reason,  the  pro- 
bability is  increased  when  the  accused  is  vigorous,  and  the 
accuser  infirm ;  and,  above  all,  should  the  female  labor  under 
imbecility  of  mind  to  such  a  degree  as  to  render  her  incapable 
of  judging  concerning  the  morality  of  her  actions,  her  age 
ought  not  to  be  taken  into  account.  An  individual  of  tUs 
description  at  twenty-five,  is  less  capable  of  resistance  than 
another  of  sound  mind  and  body  at  fourteen.  We  must 
also  add,  that  all  accusations  against  persons  above  six^ 
years  of  age  should,  as  a  general  rule,  be  rejected;  and  if 
maintained,  the  accuser  should  prove  presence  of  greater 
strength  and  virility  than  is  the  ordinary  lot  of  that  period  of 
life.* 

2.  A  comparison  of  the  sexual  organs  may  be  necessary; 
since  cases  have  occurred  in  which  the  male  has  proved  impo- 
tency  or  defective  organization,  or  has  exhibited  proofs  of  the 
destruction  of  parts  by  the  venereal  disease.  In  the  femalei 
however,  it  must  be  remembered,  that  it  will  be  difficult  to 
find  the  physical  marks  of  rape,  provided  she  is  subject  to  the 
diseases  formerly  enumerated,  or  has  had  several  children.  In 
opposite  cases,  severe  marks  of  the  violence  will  be  more  evi- 
dent ;  and  these  have  sometimes  been  of  the  most  striking 
kind,  inducing,  in  one  instance,  according  to  Teichmeyefi 
great  inflanmiation,  and  an  incurable  paralysis  of  the  lower 
extrcmities.f 


*  I  bave  known,  says  Professor  Amos,  a  person  aged  60,  left  for  ezeoatioa 
for  a  rape ;  and  in  1808,  a  youth  aged  17,  was  conyioted  of  it  on  a  giil  «f 
nine,  and  executed.  (London  Medical  Gasette,  toL  TiiLp.  88.) 

f  MS.  Notes  of  Stringham*8  Lectures. 
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8.  A  speedy  examination  of  the  parts  is  all-important  in 
dnpnted  cases.  The  body  of  the  male  should  also  be  in« 
q>ected,  whether  there  be  scratches  or  braises  on  it.* 

I  hare  intimated,  that  doubts  exist  whether  a  rape  can  be 
consummated  on  a  grown  female  in  good  health  and  strength. 
It  has  been  anxiously  inquired,  whether  this  violence,  if  pro- 
perly resisted,  (and  this  is  included  in  the  very  definition  of 
rape,)  can  be  completed  7  And  in  the  consideration  of  this,  it 
is  needless  to  observe  that  those  cases  in  which  insensibility, 
by  violence  or  soporifics,  has  been  previously  produced,  or 
where  many  are  engaged  against  one  female,  are  of  course 
excluded.t  Some  hesitation  is  doubtless  proper  in  deciding 
on  a  question  of  this  magnitude.  The  opinion  of  medical 
jurists  generally  is  very  decisive  against  it.  ''An  attempt," 
says  Farr,  ''under  which  is  to  be  understood,  a  great  force 
exercised  over  a  woman  to  violate  her  chastity,  but  where  a 
complete  coition  is  prevented,  may  be  possible.  But  the  con-' 
mmmatum  of  a  rape,  by  which  is  meant  a  complete,  full,  and 
entire  coition,  which  is  made  without  any  consent  or  permis- 
sion of  the  woman,  seems  to  be  impossible,  unless  some  very 
extraordinary  circumstances  occur.  For  a  woman  always 
possesses  sufficient  power,  by  drawing  back  her  limbs,  and  by 
the  force  of  her  hands,  to  prevent  the  insertion  of  the  penis, 
while  she  can  keep  her  resolution  entire.''t     ^^  Independam- 

*  *«The  great  points  to  be  looked  to/*  Bays  Mr.  Alison,  "are — 1.  Whether 
ihmj  made  resistance,  and  cried  out,  before  thej  were  discoTered.  2.  Whether 
ihmj  had  receiTed  blow9  and  actual  injury,  it  being  quite  certain,  that  at  least 
OuA  Tiolence  was  inflicted  against  the  will.*'  (Principles  of  the  Criminal 
Law  of  Soothind,  p.  187.) 

The  difference  between  an  assault  with  intent  to  commit  a  rape  and  an 
Miaolt  with  intent  to  hare  an  improper  connection,  is  taken  Tery  distinctly 
by  Judge  Coleridge,  in  Begina  v,  Stanton,  1  Carrington  and  Kirwan's 
B«port8,  p.  415. 

f  We  must,  howcTor,  remember,  that  the  administration  of  soporifio  drugs, 
for  the  purpose  of  the  commission  of  the  crime,  will  justify  the  charge  of 
rape.  This  was  the  case  of  Luke  Dillon,  at  Dublin,  1880,  who  was  con- 
viflted,  and  exchanged  execution  for  transportation,  only  at  the  earnest  soli- 
oitation  of  the  femid®  and  her  relations.  (Alison,  p.  218.) 

I  Farr,  pp.  41  and  42. 
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mcnt  dc  Tarme  que  la  loi  met  dans  la  main  dc  la  femme  pour 
repousser  rinjore,  clle  a  infiniment  plus  dc  mojcns  pour  86 
defendre  que  Thomme  n'en  a  pour  attaquer,  ne  fut  ce  que  le 
mouvement  continue]."  And  again,  ^'J'estime  qu'une  per- 
sonne  du  sexe,  qui  a  atteint  Tage  de  dix-huit  k  vingt  ans,  ne 
pent  plus  etre  prise  par  force  par  un  homme  seul,  quel  qu'il 
Boit,  k  moins  de  la  mdnace  d*une  arme  meurtriere,  et  que  le 
crainte  de  la  mort  ne  soit  plus  forte  que  celle  de  perdre  Thon- 
neur.***  Metzger  only  allows  of  three  cases  in  which  the 
crime  can  be  consummated — where  narcotics  have  been  admi- 
nistered, where  many  are  engaged  against  the  female,  and 
where  a  strong  man  attacks  one  who  has  not  arrived  to  the 
age  of  puberty.f 

Notwithstanding  these  united  authorities,  it  may  with  jus- 
tice be  supposed,  that  in  addition  to  the  cases  allowed,  fear  or 
terror  may  operate  on  a  helpless  female— ^he  may  resist  for 
a  long  time,  and  then  faint  from  fatigue,  or  the  dread  of 
instant  murder  may  lead  to  the  abandonment  of  active  re- 
BiBtance.]; 


*  Foder^,  yoL  !▼.  pp.  859,  860.  Caparon  advanoes  the  same  opinioBy  p. 
64 ;  and  BrendeliaB,  p.  96. 

f  Metiger,  p.  266.  I  must  add  to  the  aboTe,  the  foUowing  answer  given 
hj  the  medical  fkcultj  of  Leipsic  to  the  question,  whether  a  single  ma& 
eoold  ravish  a  woman.  *'  81  oircumstantias  quso  in  actu  coeundi  conenr- 
nmt^  oonsideramus,  non  oredibile,  nee  possibile  Tidetur,  quod  unus  mai- 
mdoM  Bubilem  virginem  (excipe  impubem  teneram,  delicatam,  aut  simol 
•Mam  poellam)  absque  ipsius  consensu,  permissione,  atque  voluntate  vl- 
tlan,  ant  violento  mode  stuprare  possit;  dum  foemina  cuilibet  fkciUus  est, 
ri  vilit,  penis  Immissionem  recusare,  vel  muUis  aliis  impedire,  quam  viro 
•idem  in  vitss  planb  intrudent"  (Valentin!  Pandectse,  toI.  i.  p.  61.) 

1 1  am  aware,  that  in  the  previous  edition  I  spoke  too  stronglj  and  tz- 
dmlvely,  and  I  ftilly  recognise  the  correctness  of  Dr.  Ryan*s  critioinn. 
(Midwifery,  p.  167.)  In  a  trial  at  Edinburgh,  in  1828,  where  the  eonnsel 
flir  the  prisoner  did  me  the  honor  to  quote  this  work,  and  the  opinion  now 
vadw  oouideration,  the  Lord  Justice  Clerk,  in  his  charge  to  the  jury,  in 
ivpfy  to  the  argnment,  that  there  could  be  no  rape  without  assistance,  Mows, 
ir  dnigiv  showed  that  a  case  had  occurred  in  1811,  '* where  the  wonaa 
•von  thai  she  was  overcome  on  the  sands,  there  being  no  others  near, 
vat  BO  proof  of  blows,  but  her  eridenoe  was  confirmed  bj  penoni 
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Cases  in  which  false  accnsations  of  rape  hare  heen  made 
against  individuals,  are  scattered  through  most  of  the  works 
on  medical  jnrispnidence.*  I  shall  quote  one,  both  from  its 
haying  happened  not  long  since,  and  also  as  it  shows  the 
course  pursued  in  such  instances  in  France.  A  female  at 
Martigues,  in  1808,  accused  eight  or  ten  of  the  principal  per- 
sons in  the  place,  of  having  violated  her  granddaughter, 
aged  about  nine  years  and  a  half,  at  an  inn.  She  laid  her 
*  complamt  before  the  justice,  (juge  de  paiz;)  but  stated  that 
she  would  withdraw  it,  provided  the  accused  would  accommo- 
date the  matter  with  her.  She  had  procured  a  daughter  of 
the  innkeeper,  aged  sixteen,  and  an  idiot,  as  a  witness.  As 
the  charge  was  obstinately  persisted  in,  Foder^,  with  two 
officers  of  health,  was  ordered  to  examine  the  child  in  the 
presence  of  the  judge;  and  suspicion  was  immediately  ex- 
cited, from  the  delay  used  in  admitting  the  visitors.  On  ex- 
amining the  parts,  he  found  the  hymen  untouched,  and  the 

who  had  been  looking  in  that  direction  with  a  spy-glass,  and  the  man  suf- 
fered the  last  punishment  of  the  law."  (Syme's  Justiciary  Reports,  p.  882.) 

Dr.  A.  T.  Thomson,  in  his  Lectures  recently  published,  (London  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal,  toI.  tI.  p.  647,  and  Lancet,  N.  8.,  toI.  xix.  p.  449,) 
agrees  in  the  main  with  the  authors  that  I  haye  quoted.  He  suggests,  thai 
in  this  struggle  ''with  a  healthy  female  of  adult  age,  who  is  really  anxious 
to  presenre  her  chastity  unsullied,  the  mind  of  the  man  must  necessarily  be 
80  much  abstracted  from  the  act  itself,  in  oTercoming  the  resistance  offered 
to  him,  and  in  repelling  the  attacks  of  the  female  upon  him,  that,  inde- 
pendent of  corporeal  exhaustion,  the  state  of  his  mind  will  render  it  utterly 
impossible  for  him  cTcr  to  effect  that  penetration  which  constitutes  the  cri- 
minal intent." 

[An  instance  of  complete  accomplishment  of  coitus,  in  the  case  of  an  adult 
female,  notwithstanding  her  resistance,  according  to  the  woman's  narratiTe, 
which  bears  strong  internal  eyidence  of  credibility,  is  giyen  in  Wharton  and 
Stills,  p.  886.— A.  F.] 

*  See  the  case  of  one  Stephen  NoeeUi,  which  was  referred  to  Zacchias,  and 
where  there  was  an  actual  deficiency  of  parts.  The  accusation  was  made 
four  months  after  the  supposed  commission  of  the  crime,  (Consilia,  No.  84, 
▼oL  ill.  p.  62;)  also  the  case  of  Erminio^  (Consilia,  No.  41,  toI.  iii.  p.  74.) 
Foder^  also  quotes  a  case  from  DeTeaux,  where  there  was  nothing  but  a 
•light  excoriation  of  the  parts;  and  of  course  it  was  decided  that  there 
were  no  eTidenees  of  a  rape  haring  been  committed.  (Vol.  It.  p.  871.)  I  will 
only  add  a  eantion,  not  to  mistake  menstruation  for  the  effeofts  of  defloration* 
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yagina  extremely  narrow.  Around  the  pudenda,  however,  a 
red  circle^  about  the  size  of  a  crown,  was  observed,  which  ap> 
peared  to  have  been  induced  recently;  and  this  was  indeed 
the  fact,  for  at  the  end  of  half  an  hour  the  circle  had  de- 
creased in  size,  and  the  redness  disappeared.  Had  this  been 
the  effect  of  great  violence,  it  is  natural  to  suppose  that  it 
would  have  increased  in  intensity  of  color.  A  report  wai 
prepared,  stating  the  above  facts;  and  the  consequence  waSi 
that  the  accuser  was  put  in  prison,  and  finally  ordered  out  of 
the  city.* 

^'  It  happened  at  an  early  period  of  the  author's  life,  in  a 
Welsh  country  town,  that  a  child  of  about  eight  years  of  age, 
of  low  connections  and  mendacious  habits,  was  induced  to 
prefer  against  a  respectable  minister  of  religion  an  accusa- 
tion of  an  attempt  to  violate  her  person.  It  was  averred  on 
the  part  of  her  friends,  that  she  became  the  subject  of  ulcera- 
tions of  the  pudendum,  in  consequence  of  the  imputed  assault, 
and  the  gentleman  in  question  was  committed  to  prison  and 
confined  there  for  several  weeks.  The  grand  jury  ignored 
the  bill  on  the  ground  that  the  prisoner  had  proved  himself 
free  from  the  disease  which  he  had  been  accused  of  commoni- 
cating,  and  also  from  other  and  conclusive  moral  and  cir- 
cumstantial evidence.  The  ulcerations  on  the  child's  puden- 
dum were  proved  not  to  have  been  derived  from  a  venereal 
source."t 


*  Foder^,  toI.  ii.  p.  466 ;  and  toI.  It.  p.  871.  The  distinction  made  la 
Deuteronomy,  chapter  xx.,  between  tlie  commission  of  the  crime  in  th§  eUg 
or  in  (he  field,  deserres  attention  in  the  consideration  of  this  point. 

f  Dayis'  Obstetric  Medicine,  p.  78.  Mr.  Roberton,  of  Manchester,  iiMa- 
tions  a  curious  case  of  a  female  found  in  a  field  near  Warrington,  apparenUj 
dying  in  consequence  of  a  rape,  as  she  said,  committed  on  her  by  two  raf> 
fians.  Mr.  Roberton  found  her  in  a  paroxysm  of  hysteria.  She  oomplaiaid 
of  seyere  pain  in  yarious  parts  of  her  body,  but  excused  herself,  on  aooouafe 
of  exhaustion,  from  an  examination.  Two  men  were  arrested  on  suapicioat 
and  on  being  confronted,  she  immediately  identified  one  as  the  Tiolator,  tad 
he  was  sent  to  jail.  On  further  inquiry,  howeyer,  the  iigury  on  the  hodj 
was  found  to  be  slight,  while  on  the  inner  surface  of  the  pudenda,  wwi 
simply  two  slight  wounds,  such  as  might  haye  been  inflicted  by  the  fingti^ 
naiL    The  inyestigation  ended  in  proTing  her,  on  her  own  confesaioiiy  to  be 


Inst&Dces  sometimes  occur,  in  vbich  doath  has  followed  the 
oonaummution  of  a.  rape,  from  the  violence  employed.  Ilerej 
if  the  physician  be  called  on  to  examine  the  body,  he  should 
particularly  notice  the  condition  of  the  eejEual  organs,  both 
internal  and  external ;  and  also  ascertain  whether  proofs  are 
present  from  which  the  exertion  of  violence  may  be  presumed, 
mch  as  the  introduction  of  subst&nces  into  the  mouth  to  pre- 
Tont  crying  out,  contusions,  or  dislocation  or  fracture  of  the 
vxtremities.  He  should  notice  whether  the  labia  are  dilated 
ftod  flaccid,  the  state  of  the  hymen,  clitoris,  nymphje,  and 
ngina  generally,  and  also  whether  the  fourchette  is  ruptured. 
The  fluid  (if  any  bo  present)  contained  in  the  vagina  should 
be  exuntncd,  whether  sanguineous,  mucous  or  purulent,  and 
the  presence  or  absence  of  tunaefactton  and  extraordinary 
dilntaUon,  should  be  marked.* 

The  case  of  Mary  Ashford,  wliicb  occurred  in  England  in 
1817,  is  deserving  of  mention  ia  this  place.  She  was  at  a 
ball  with  the  individual  (Abraham  Thornton)  who  was  accused 
■bT  first  violating  and  then  murdering  her.    It  appears  from 


',  who  preteoded  (he«e  injurio>,  and  aJso  admtrabl;  imitated  the 
of  h;at«riiii,  Tor  tlie  sake  of  eiciLiag  cliarity.     Wlioneier  she 
~Wm  I»rd  prwwad  with  unpleisnnt  qucalioiiB,  a  fit  of  hysteria  oame  to  her 

was  tried  and  punished  as  an  impaBUr.  but  sucoeeded  for  jean  after- 
i&  imposing  on  individuals.     Another  of  her  devices,  was  suddeol; 
U  1M  down  in  labor.  (Londou  Medical  GB.eLlB,  vol.  iv.  p.  iJOG.) 

k  (imilar  ease  of  feigned  rape  is  quoted  by  WharloD  and  Stills,  from 
■nd.  and  Ed.  Monthly  Jouroal.  DeonnbeT,  1853,  taken  llota  Otx.  dea 
bpilanz.     See  also  nal«  appended  to  Ibis  chapter. 

Foderd.  ToL  i».  p.  372.  There  »re  two  caaea  to  which  1  may  particularly 
lihr,  as  ahowing  ihe  appearance  of  Ibo  ulerua  and  ihe  olhi'r  internal  organs 
rf  (Bocralion,  such  as  the  Fallopiao  tubes  and  oTarics,  iinmodiolely  after 
on — follnwtd  prnbably  by  toactplian.  One  is  by  Dr.  Bond,  (American 
Bled.  Sciences,  toI.  liii.  p.  40!t,)  of  a  female  who  oommitied  suicide 
■  few  boura  afler  oonneolion.  And  ihe  other,  by  Dr.  Rieeke,  of  another 
*h«  de«lroy«d  herself  two  days  alter,  (London  and  Edinburgh  Monihly 
Med.  Science,  vol  ii.  p.  68.)  la  each,  the  abore  paria  were  in  a 
lifhly  reJ.  and  injected  state. 
[Til*  fluid  cantained  in  the  Tnginn  should  be  aul^eoted  to  microscopical 
llh  rsferense  to  tha  presence  of  iptrmalozaidi.  This  point  is 
peatlj  refurred  to.— A.  F.] 
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his  confession,  that  she  made  an  assignation  with  him.  They 
were  seen  together  in  the  night,  and  the  next  day  her  dead 
body  was  found  in  a  pit  of  water. 

She  had  on  a  pair  of  white  stockings  at  the  ball.  On  her 
retam  she  changed  them  for  black  ones.  The  white  ones 
were  fonnd  bloody,  in  the  bundle  that  she  had  made  up  before 
leaving  the  house.  It  was  hence  probable  that  she  had  the 
menses  on  her,  and  this  was  subsequently  confirmed.  At  the 
place  where  the  connection  took  place,  coagulated  blood  was 
observed.  (There  was  an  evident  impression  of  a  human 
figure  on  the  grass,  and  this  was  in  the  middle  of  the  im- 
pression.) Thornton's  shirt  and  the  fiap  of  his  pantaloons 
were  bloody.  Indeed,  he  confessed  the  connection,  but  said 
it  was  with  her  consent.  Mr.  Freer,  the  surgeon  who  ezft- 
mined  the  body,  found  the  parts  of  generation  lacerated,  and 
a  quantity  of  coagulated  blood  about  them.  On  opening  the 
body,  these  marks  were  seen  still  more  manifest,  and  it  was 
also  evident  that  the  menses  had  been  present.  In  the 
stomach,  he  found  a  portion  of  duck-weed,  and  about  half  a 
pint  of  a  thin  fluid,  apparently  chiefly  water.  The  lacerations 
(two  in  number)  were  quite  fresh,  and  he  had  no  hesitation  in 
asserting  that  she  was  pure  until  these  occurred.  He  also 
stated  the  distinction  between  menstrual  and  non-menstmal 
blood,  and  explained  that  what  was  observed  could  not  be  the 
former,  in  consequence  of  its  coagulation.  The  lacerations 
might,  he  said,  have  occurred  with  or  without  consent  on  the 
part  of  the  female. 

Thornton  escaped  conviction  by  an  alibi.*    There  was  a  con- 

*  Barnewell  and  Alderaon,  p.  405,  Ashford  v,  Thornton.  This  case  in  all 
iU  details  is  given  by  Dr.  Cummin,  in  the  London  Med.  Gaxette,  toL  six.  p. 
886.    It  excited  intense  interest  in  £ngland. 

Mr.  Holroyd  (son  of  the  judge  who  tried  Thornton)  suggested  in  a  pam- 
phlet which  he  published,  that  her  death  may  have  been  accidental.  Fatigaad 
and  exhausted,  as  she  undoubtedly  was,  she  passed  before  morning  along 
the  top  of  a  bank  of  a  Tery  sloping  pit-side,  and  she  may  have  turned  tkini 
or  giddy,  and  thus  faUen  in.  Dr.  Cummin  does  not  think  that  there  WM 
either  rape  or  murder.  (Ibid.,  p  890.) 

This  oaee  was  the  l<ut  in  which  the  trial  by  battle  was  tendered,    tt  If 


e  difference  as  to  the  time  of  tlie  clocks  and  watches, 
y  had  not  been  sufficiently  compared.  "Less  than  aa 
liour  of  additional  time,"  Bays  Professor  Amos,  "would  have 
pnt  an  end  to  the  alibi." 

It  may  be  considered  nn  omission  not  to  notice  the  chemical 
iDTestigations  of  Orfila,  fur  the  detection  of  semen,  if  its 
presence  should  require  to  be  proved,  and  I  therefore  add  a 
brief  notice  of  them. 

Semen  forms,  when  dry  on  linen,  irregular  spots  of  a  ligh^ 
yellow  or  grayish  color;  but  so  indistinct,  that  frequently  it  is 
necessary  to  hold  them  between  the  eye  and  the  light  to  dis- 
cover their  presence.  On  pressing  them  with  the  6ngers,  the 
liaeo  appears  as  if  starched.  When  dry,  they  are  inodorous; 
bat  as  soon  as  they  are  moistened  the  spermatic  odor  is  given 
out.  If  the  linen  he  gently  heated,  they  assume  a  yellow- 
fawn  color,  and  this,  indeed,  will  indicate  spots,  which  other- 
wise wonld  pass  unnoticed.  This  property  is  important  in 
distinguishing  the  discharge.  And  it  is  also  found,  if  the 
linen  be  left  for  some  time  in  distilled  water,  that  the  above 
result  will  not  be  reproduced  on  heating  it.  The  semen  has 
become  mixed  with  the  water — and  no  change  of  color  is  occa- 
rioned. 
I^Lfe^  water,  the  spots  become  completely  moistened,  which  is 
^^■jt  the  case  if  they  have  been  caused  by  grease,  and  on  heing 
l^4lMied,  give  out  their  peculiar  odor.  The  fluid  itself  is  of  & 
floccolent,  milky  appearance,  and,  on  being  evaporated,  is 
found  alkaline,  and  assumes  a  mucilaginous  appearance ;  and 
if  the  process  be  continued  to  dryness,  it  leaves  a  semi-trans- 
parent  residue,  resembling  gum  Arabic,  and  of  a  light-fawn 


IcMrkHy  nudenlDod  tbaL  ThorDlon.  borDs  down  by  tbo  odium  reatisE  oa 
Ua.  cuie  to  (Lis  GouDlrT.  lud  shortlj  after  died,  near  Bdltmore.  I  find 
ii,  howcTer,  ilutd  in  Uie  0»eue  des  Tribunaux,  Oalobor  14,  1B46,  Ihut  In 
),  Lord  Ellrnbarougb  Kccivei)  a  teller  signed  by  William  Asbrord,  lbs 
fh«r,  Uld  (Uled  al  a  toirn  in  California,  slatiag  that  be  bad  followed  tbe 
inericft,  and  Icilled  him,  and  Lhat  ihe  Indiana  bad  buried  hi« 
^  va  tbe  road  from  Meiico  lo  Vera  Crux.  Asbford  added,  tbat  he  was 
neDts,  and  would  b«  dead  before  the  letter  could  reach  itB 
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color.  This  again  is  decomposable  in  distilled  water,  if  the 
mixture  be  shaken,  into  two  parts ;  one  soluble,  but  the  other 
glutinous,  insoluble  in  water,  but  soluble  in  potash.  The 
soluble  portion  yields  a  white  flocculent  precipitate  with  aloo* 
hol,  chlorine,  acetate  of  lead,  or  corrosive  sublimate.  Pure 
nitric  acid  gives  it  a  slight  yellowish  tint,  but  does  not  rtnitr 
it  turbid. 

Alcohol  dissolves  but  a  very  trifling  portion,  if  the  linn, 
spotted  as  above,  be  left  in  it  for  twenty-four  hours. 

When  blenorrhagic  matter,  obtained  from  syphilitic  femaki, 
was  treated  in  a  similar  manner,  the  linen  took  a  yellowidi- 
green  color,  but  the  spots  do  not  become  yellow  when  held  to 
the  fire.  The  peculiar  odor  is  wanting,  but  the  solution  is  abo 
alkaline.  When  evaporated,  the  product  is  of  a  white-yellow- 
ish color,  opake,  and  decomposable  by  heat.  It  dissolves  wA, 
difficulty  in  distilled  water,  but  alcohol  and  the  other  re-agenls 
already  named,  yield  a  white  precipitate,  and  nitrie  acid  aim 
a  white  one.  Leucorrhoeal  matter  wants  many  of  the  charae- 
ters  of  the  spermatic  fluid,  and  the  re-agents  cause  but  a  dif^ 
precipitate,  if  it  be  treated  in  the  same  manner  as  already  d^ 
scribed.  Lastly,  spots  of  saliva  sometimes  become  yellowiik 
on  exposure  to  the  fire,  and  in  some  of  the  experiments  of 
Orfila,  the  liquid  solution  that  was  obtained  was  unaltered  by 
nitric  acid.  It  is  evident  from  these  results,  says  Devergie^ 
that  we  are  still  in  need  of  more  characteristic  tests  of  semen.* 

Orfila  was  induced  from  his  early  examinations,  to  dis- 
courage the  use  of  the  microscope,  believing  that  no  certaia 
information  could  be  obtained  by  it.  The  tide  of  opinion, 
however,  is  now  setting  strongly  in  its  favor,  particularly  sinoe 
the  published  results  of  Donn^,  Devergie,  Dr.  John  Davy, 


*  Orfila,  Lefons,  second  edition,  toI.  ii.  p.  578,  translated  bj  Dr.  QroM,  ift 
the  Western  Medical  Gazette,  toI.  ii.  p.  244;  Sedillot,  p.  93;  DeTergie,  nH 
iL  p.  903. 

For  oases  examined  under  tbe  direction  of  the  public  prosecutor  ia 
France,  by  CheTallier,  see  Annales  d' Hygiene,  toI.  xi.  p.  210;  Medico* 
Ghir.  Renew,  toL  zxiv.  p.  616 ;  Audouard,  Journal  de  Chimie  Medical 
April,  1848. 
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others.  Tliey  have  aacertaineJ,  through  its 
k  coQtinued  presence  of  apermatoiouls  in  the  semen. 
Dr.  Divy  remarks  that  the  semen  soon  becomes  putrid,  but 
the  Bperm&tozoids  resist  change  in  a  striking  manner.  In  one 
instance  they  were  observed  in  putrid  fluid,  which  had  been 
liopt  for  t«n  weeks,  and  in  another  they  were  discovered  under 
the  microscope  after  having  been  applied  to  linen,  wrapped  in 
paper,  and  kept  thus  for  eighteen  days.  In  performing  this 
last  experiment,  a  small  portion  of  the  linen  was  moistened 
with  water,  and  a  drop  forced  from  it  submitted  to  the  mag- 


r.  Bayard,  with  the  usual  disregard  of  his  countrymen  to 
Brer  has  been  done  by  other  nations,  commences  his  me- 
noir  by  stating  that  he  has  examined  zootpermes  in  a  new 
point  of  view,  viz.,  when  they  are  dead  and  dried,  and  when 
the  liquid  in  which  they  have  been  suspended,  is  also  dry. 

If  the  linen  containing  somen  be  rubbed,  as  is  usual,  in 
wajihing,  the  spcrmatozoids  will  be  broken  down  and  disunited. 
Hence  he  collected  it  between  plates  of  glass,  and  he  noticed 
that  when  the  accompanying  mucus  dried,  they  lost  their 
power  of  motion,  but  some  were  still  visible  with  a  microscope 
of  tbe  power  of  350.  On  adding  a  drop  of  distilled  water  to 
Am  leminsl  duat,  and  heating  it  slightly,  a  large  number  of 
atoxoida  were  observed  in  the  midst  of  irregular  trans- 
bodies.  So  also  when  urine  or  blood  was  added ;  all 
that  was  necessary  to  render  thom  clearly  visible,  was  the  ad- 
£tiui  of  a  drop  or  two  of  pure  water.  Alcohol  contracted  the 
■aens,  and  no  spennatozoids  could  be  seen;  the  alkalies  also, 
lAen  pore,  produced  a  similar  result,  but  when  either  alcohol, 
frtash,  soda,  or  ammonia  was  diluted  with  water,  then  the 
appearance  of  them  was  very  distinct. 

Prom  these  experiments  Dr.  Bayard  deduces  the  following 
practical  directions:  Whenever  semen  is  supposed  to  be  on 
tiaen,  let  the  linen  be  allowed  to  stand  in  distilled  water  for  a 
few  houn,  and  at  the  end  of  this  time,  instead  of  rubbing  it, 


•  Edinburgb  Me.l.  and  Surg.  Joiu-Bal,  toI.  L  p.  1&. 


which  will  destroT  the  spennmloioidfl,  take  ip  aone  dropi  of 
tiie  fluid  with  the  pipette  and  plaee  them  between  plates  of 
glass,  and  then  nse  the  microseope.  Or  add  dilated  aleoU, 
place  the  fluid  in  a  watch-glass,  applj  gentle  heat  with  a  BfiA 
lamp*  and  then  again  examine. 

Bt  these  processes^  he  discorered  cpermatoaoidi  in  Yagfanl 
mucus,  taken  sixteen  hoon  after  coition ;  and  abo  in  dried 
semen  kept  respectirelT  two  months,  a  rear,  and  two  jesnL 
He  ako  detected  it  <m  woUen  doth  and  silk,  when  mmjImIj 
treated.^ 

There  are  two  reflecti<«s  which  are  of  deep  weight  in  aD 
oar  inTestiganons  on  this  sabjecU  and  whidi  shoaM 
larlr  be  kept  in  mind  when  noticing  the  laws 
The  namie  of  the  crime  bdng  an  ofience  against  tfe 
sex,  and  committed  in  secnecT.     Being  of  «o  detestaMe 
Taeter«  and  so  difficalt  to  W  prorcd.  the  law  has  wiBehr 
that  the  tesdmonj  of  the  isj^sed  pnsm  shaD  l« 
kw  impeached,  to  cociict  the  crimSnaL    Bat  again,  and 
is  the  second  leoark.  &lsfr  acnisiiiiAs  art  fipeiqacnthr 
for  the  gntificadon  of  malice  and  r^T«i£e.    TW 
and  Hit  I>K^>^>d5  of  coans  in  aiD  c>cqmiriic«.  bear 
this.^     hi  ttis  vciaii  of  Tiew,  the  awidical  laria  3 


Mci&KL&e  Lcf^.  «:.r.^  psr  M.  >  I»»t:4a7  E.  KiijHrfi.    Snr  tin 

la  zl't  :er^:L  tsti  TL-:tJt  :i  5fTfuf>7ai»nc  z£  igvn&hsi:  fcTTimbifmlwi, 

Dt-.  KftTiiri  oairTr;k"TTHf  lit&s  IVxvrpf-  kw  nic  nfGaoM  Is 

^  !>t  iift  inkl  t£  Lrvi  WMJks  for  ism  lucier  nf  Xjs  SmA&.  ImM  « 
TflB^  ILbrxiL.  ZH'M^  lilt  Miimwb  iie  iL<  praviutr  softSAO.  'iSaa 
fflpr.  h  jiiOif  SOX.  am  xttkLT  twy  i^i*.  ^a£  ^tMS  cdtiEi^fl  irx^  iSar 
rftpL     Ttti  iiLiilix  TLJoiL  waa-  tijpi^  siMotswL  uic  i*«<ifL  li&s-  'd* 

3BB.  llft£  ^iHIL  Itfl^oiatiC  W  1^  WtbiB  nf  a  JOEV.  W 
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the  ends  of  justice  in  punishing  the  wicked,  and  absolving  the 
innctcent.* 

I  have  thought  that  a  sketch  of  the  laws  of  varioue  cohd- 
triea  concerning  this  crime  might  prove  interesting,  and,  in 
some  degree,  asefaL  The  materials  for  this  purpose  have  been 
ooUectcd,  in  a  great  measure,  by  Blackstone  and  Fercival,  and 
I  hare  added  to  these  the  laws  existing  in  various  States 
throughout  the  Union.  I  ^hall  notice  sepanitely  the  laws  re- 
specting the  commission  of  the  crime  on  the  female  of  tender 
&ge,  sud  on  the  female  who  has  arrived  at  maturity. 

1.  Ab  this  crime  can  bo  committed  with  the  greatest  facility 
on  children  under  the  age  of  puberty,  in  conae^uenco  of  their 
want  of  strength,  but  particularly  from  their  ignorance  of  the 
conscqaencee  of  the  act,  the  law  has  wisely  directed  that  the 
consent  or  non-consent  of  the  female  under  age  is  immaterial, 
"  tts  by  reason  of  her  tender  age,  she  is  incapable  of  judgment 
ud  discretion." 

In  the  third  year  of  Edward  I.,  by  the  statute  Westminster, 
the  offence  of  ravishing  a  damsel  within  age,  (that  is,  twelve 
years  old,)  either  with  her  consent  or  without,  was  reduced  to 
ft  trespass,  if  not  prosecuted  by  appeal  within  forty  days,  and 
the  offender  was  subjected  to  two  years'  imprisonment,  and  a 
fine  at  the  king's  will.  This  lenity,  however,  was  in  a  short 
time  found  very  injurious,  and  by  statute  18  Elizabeth,  chap. 
7,  carnally  knowing  and  abusing  a  child  under  the  age  of  ten 
yeus,  was  made  felony,  withdut  benefit  of  clergy.  Sir  Matthew 
Hale,  Bays  Blackstone,  is  indeed  of  opinion  that  such  actiona 
eammitted  on  an  infant  under  the  age  of  twelve  years,  the  age 


wwr*  tba  p«aple,  th&I  tbe  mngiatrates  were  iiuiilted,  tai  the;  threatcuQd  to 
I  the  houac  of  the  prixoner'a  counsel.  After  tbsl,  a  civil  Buit  waa 
ntcd  fer  lh«  injury  done  (he  girl,  and  a  very  enorruou^  turn  giTon  in 
uid  Ihe  defcDilaDt  nag  igDominiousl;  conRned  nithin  the  «■])■  of 
Xow  II  hu  oome  out,  that  Lbe  ftaausaiion  nss  ceriaial;'  false  and 
"  IBepon  of  tho  Ttiiil,  etc.,  p.  67-) 

I  named  Stewart  was  tried  at  llie  Old  Bnileir,  in  17M,  for  rarith- 
«aU  ahildreli.     Tlte  ciidence  being  al  rariancc  aa  to  tiit  het  of 
an,  lbe  children  were  sent  out  of  court  to  he  exrunined,  and  the 
H  wu  found  to  hare  the  signB  of  Tirginiij.  (Smilb,  p.  897.) 
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of  female  discretion  by  the  common  law,  either  with  or  without 
consent,  amount  to  rape  and  felony,  as  well  since  as  before 
the  statute  of  Queen  Elizabeth ;  but  that  law,  he  adds,  his  in 
general  been  held  only  to  extend  to  infants  under  ten.* 

By  a  recent  act,  however,  (9  George  lY.  chap.  81,)  passed 
in  1828,  it  is  ordained  that  any  one  unlawfully  and  camaDj 
knowing  and  abusing  any  female  under  the  age  of  ten  yean^ 
shall  be  guilty  of  felony,  and  shall  suffer  death.  If  the  same 
be  committed  on  a  female  above  ten  and  under  twelye,  tlie 
offence  shall  be  deemed  a  misdemeanor,  and  liable  to  imprisoA- 
ment. 

In  Scotland,  it  is  held  that  consent  cannot  be  giyen  below 
the  age  of  twelve  years.f 

The  French  code  of  1810  ordains  that  if  the  crime  has  bees 
committed  on  a  child  underthe  age  o{  fifteen  years,  the  offender 
shall  be  condemned  to  hard  labor  for  a  limited  time,  (travaiiz 
forces  a  temps.)|  But  it  would  seem  that  CONSBNT  on  tbe 
part  of  the  minor  female  modifies  the  nature  of  the  orime  in 
France.  At  least  such  was  the  decision  of  the  Court  of  Asriie 
at  Strasburg  in  1827.  An  individual  escaped  from  the  pt- 
nishment  of  rape  for  this  reason.  § 

In  the  State  of  New  York,  the  statute  of  the  18th  of  Elisa* 
both  appears  to  have  been  copied.  By  an  act  passed  Feb.  14^ 
1787,  it  was  ordained  that  if  any  person  should  unlawfuUy  or 
carnally  know  a  woman  child  under  ten  years  of  age,  such  un- 
lawful or  carnal  knowledge  should  be  adjudged  a  felony,  and 
the  criminal  should  suffer  death.  ||  But  by  an  act  passed 
March  21,  1810,  the  above  punishment  was  changed  to  that 
of  imprisonment  in  the  State  prison,  and  continues  so  at  the 
present  time.^  In  Massachusetts  alone,  so  far  as  I  am  able 
to  ascertain,  the  punishment  is  death.**   In  Virginia,  Conneo- 


*  Blaokstone*s  Commenturies,  toL  It.  p.  212. 

t  Alison,  Principles,  p.  218.  X  ^^^  Penal,  art  S82. 

2  Briand,  second  edition,  p.  10. 

II  Jones  and  Yarick's  edition  of  the  Laws  of  New  York,  toL  it  p.  47. 

^  Reyised  Statutes,  toL  it  p.  668. 

**  General  Laws  of  Massachnsetts,  1807,  vol  ilL  p.  840. 
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,  New  Hampshire,  Mame,  Neir  Jereej,  Illinois,  Ohio, 
fidiigaii,  and  Tenaessee,  the  punishment  is  either  imprisoc- 
ment  for  life  or  a  term  of  years,  or  fine  and  imprisonment,  or 
both.  All  these  specify  the  period  of  ten  years.*  The  law 
ia  Vermont  raries  from  this.  It  directs  that  whenever  any 
individual  over  the  age  of  fifteen  shall  abuse  any  female  under 
eleven,  with  or  without  her  will,  he  shall  suffer  fine  and  im- 
prisonment.f  In  Indiana  the  age  of  the  female  is  extended 
to  twelve  years,  and  the  punishment  is  imprisonment  for  a  term 
of  years.]  In  Missouri,  a  rape  on  a  fcmalo  under  the  age 
of  ten  years,  is  punished  by  castration. §  In  Delaware  the 
Uw  directs  a  fine,  standing  in  the  pillory  for  one  hour,  sixty 
Ushes  on  the  back,  well  laid  on,  impTiaonmcnt  for  not  more 
1  two  years,  and  afterwards  to  be  sold  aa  a.  servant  for  a 
a  not  exceeding  fourteen  years.|j 

L  few  remarks  are  here  necessary  as  to  the  credibility  of 

\  these  cases.     "  If  a  rape,"  says  Blackstone,  "  be 

inttted  on  an  infant  under  twelve  years  of  age,  she  may 

I  be  a  competent  witness,  if  she  hath  sense  and  understand- 

I  to  know  the  obligation  of  an  oath,  or  even  to  be  sensible 

If.tbe  wickedness  of  telling  a  deliberate  lie.     Nay,  though 

I  hath  not,  it  is  thought  by  Sir  Matthew  Hale  that  she 

3)t  to  be  heard  without  oath,  to  give  the  court  information; 

ioihers  have  held,  that  what  the  child  told  her  mother  or 

r  relatives,  may  be  given  in  evidence,  since  the  nature  of 

■  caae  admits  frequently  of  no  better  proof.^    But  it  is  now 

■B«Tbcd  Lawt  at  Virginia,  1803,  vol.  i.  p.  306;  Session  L&itb  of  Con- 
I,  I8S0,  p.  S5*:  Uws  of  New  Humpshire.  18S0,  p.  137;  Uws  of 
,  teiS,  p.  IIM;  Digeit  of  Lhc  La«a  of  New  J«rsej,  18S3,  p.  228; 
I  LAWiofDIiDou,  1833,  p.  1T9-.  Lhwb  of  Ohio.  18SI.  p.  IBS ;  LftWB 
ehifui.  Ir^0,p.ld3:  Digesl  ofLaws  of  Teanessoe,  1831,to1.  L  p.24S. 
I  Uwi  of  VDrmonr,  1826,  p.  2&4. 

■  Enned  L«w»  of  IndiMik,  1831,  p,  ISO. 

■  BolHd  Uw*  of  Mliaonri,  182G,  tdI.  i.  p.  2S3. 

■  Bc*i»ed  Law*  of  DelftWkre,  IS20,  p.  129. 

I  yormcr!;  il  was  the  praolice  Id  the  English  courti.  to  refuse  the  erl- 
le  of  ohildreD.  {See  (he  King  v.  Traiers,  in  1  Strange,  p.  TOO.)  Lord 
t  Oaraa  Gilbert  ftod  Chief  Baron  Ba^tDond,  at  two  different  trtali,  re- 
hud  tlie  evidence  of  the  injured  child,  who  wu  lix  jmn  old,  Kid  the  man 
•H  MfiiiiUed  for  the  want  of  evidence. 
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setded,"  he  adds,  (Brazier's  case  before  the  twelve  judges,  19 
George  III.)  '^  that  do  hearsay  evidence  can  be  given  of  the 
declaration  of  a  child  who  hath  not  a  capacity  to  be  awom; 
nor  can  sach  a  child  be  examined  in  coart  without  oath ;  and 
that  there  is  no  determinate  age  at  which  the  oath  of  the  chOd 
ought  either  to  be  admitted  or  rejected.*  Yet,"  he  addi^ 
^^  where  the  evidence  of  children  is  to  be  admitted,  it  is  mwli 
to  be  wished,  in  order  to  render  their  testimony  credible,  tkai 
there  should  be  some  concurrent  testimony  of  time,  place;,  and 
circumstances,  in  order  to  make  out  the  fact ;  and  that  4he 
conviction  should  not  be  grounded  singly  on  the  unsupported 
accusation  of  an  infant  under  years  of  discretion."*!' 

*  The  case  aboTe  mentioned  was  as  follows:  One  Brazier  was  indicted  at 
tlie  assizes  for  York,  for  a  rape  on  an  infant  seven  jears  of  age.  Th«  ia- 
formation  of  the  infant  was  reeeiyed  in  eTidence  against  the  prisoner;  bal 
as  she  had  not  attained  the  years  of  presumed  discretion,  and  did  not  appatr 
to  possess  sufficient  understanding  to  be  aware  of  the  danger  of  ^vjtajt 
the  was  not  sworn.  The  prisoner  was  convicted ;  but  the  judgment 
respited,  on  a  doubt  whether  eTidence,  under  any  circumstances 
could  be  legally  admitted  in  a  criminal  prosecution,  except  upon 
Mr.  Justice  Gould  accordingly  reserred  this  point  for  the  opinion  of  At 
twelTC  judges ;  and  they  unanimously  agpreed  **  that  no  testimony  eaa  1m 
receiyed  legally,  except  upon  oath ;  and  that  an  infant,  though  under  tfcs 
age  of  seven  years,  may  be  sworn  in  a  criminal  prosecution,  provided  sodh 
infknt  appears,  on  strict  examination  by  the  court,  to  possess  saSMmA 
knowledge  of  the  nature  and  consequences  of  an  oath.  For  there  It  ■• 
precise  or  fixed  rule  as  to  the  time  within  which  infants  are  excluded 
giTing  eyidence,  but  their  admissibility  depends  upon  the  sense  and 
they  entertain  of  the  danger  and  impiety  of  falsehood,  which  is  to  be  eol* 
lected  from  their  answers  to  questions  propounded  to  them  by  the  oonii; 
but  if  they  are  found  incompetent,  their  testimony  cannot  be  reeefYtd." 
(East's  Crown  Law,  toI.  i.  p.  444.) 

f  Blackstone,  toI.  It.  p.  214.  In  South  Carolina,  a  case  occurred  in  1811^ 
where  the  material  witness  was  the  female  ii^jured,  of  seyen  years  of  tfib 
The  prisoner  was  conyicted;  and  on  appeal,  the  judgment  was  held  good. 
The  court  remarked,  that  this  testimony  was  sufficient,  if  corrobormted  by 
circumstances ;  and  in  this  instance,  both  the  prisoner  and  witness  had  ths 
same  disease.  (State  o.  Le  Blanc ;  2  South  Carolina  Constitutional  BepoH% 
p.  854.) 

In  Kegina  o.  Nicholas,  Lord  Chief  Baron  Pollock  refused  to  receiTC  (kt 
testimony  of  the  girl,  who  was  only  six  years  old.  (2  Carrington  tad 
Kirwan,  245.) 
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,  I  shall  now  proceed  to  give  an  enumerntion  of  the  laws 
of  rarioas  couatries  against  the  crime  of  rape,  arranged,  as 
mach  as  posgJble,  in  chronological  order.  "If  a  man,"  says 
ihfi  Jewish  law,  "find  a  betrothed  damsel  in  the  field,  and  the 
man  force  her  and  lie  with  her,  then  the  man  only  that  lay 
with  her  shall  die :  but  unto  the  damsel  thou  ehalt  do  nothing, 
for  be  found  her  in  the  field,  and  the  betrothed  damsel  cried, 
and  there  was  none  to  save  her."*  In  case  the  female  was 
not  betrothed,  then  a  fine  of  fifty  shekels  was  to  be  paid  to 
her  father,  and  she  was  to  be  the  wife  of  the  raviaher,  without 
permitting  him  the  power  of  divorce. 

Among  the  Athenians,  rape  was  punished  with  death  ;  and 

by  the  Koman  or  civil   law,  with   death  and   confiscation  of 

goods-t      The    latter,   however,   ordained   "Hapta    raptone, 

atU  mortem,  aut  indotalas  nuptias  Qptet;"  and  upon  this,  says 

pr.  Percival,  there  arose  what  was  thought  a  doubtful  case. 

Una  noeia  quidam  dua»  rapuit,  altera,  mortem  optat,  altera 

i."J     The  Roman  law  also  would  not  receive  the  oom- 

pint  of  a  prostitute.§ 

Among   the   Lomharda,   after   their   settlement   in    Italy, 

Mmea  against  chastity  were  vistted  sometimes  too  mildly, 

'Uthera  too  severely.     He  who  forced  his  own  female  slave, 

provided  she  were'  single,  escaped  without  punishment ;  but  if 

tite  wer«  married,  both  she  and  her  husband  were  enfranchised. 

e  forced  the  bondwoman  of  another,  he  was  subject  to  the 

fclty  of  twelve,  twenty,  or  forty  eols,  according  to  her  com- 

t fttatcroaomj,  Kiii.  2B.  Michslii,  however,  contends  that  for  rape, 
1  puniBljmeut  ia  appoinled  b;  the  Mosuiolav;  Kad  he  expUmt 
■•bova  pMUge  b;  eoDsidering  il  onl;  ka  rape  tommilttd  on  a  bride.  Ia 
wfaelber  in  Ihe  oil;  (lerie  2S)  or  in  the  field,  the  perpetrator 
Eto  be  punished— but  not  if  the  remote  whs  not  beirolhed.  Our  aathor 
(  ae*er&l  rciisoiiB  for  Ihi;  otnlsBian.  aud,  iLmong  others,  the  debaa»- 
whieh  polfgamj  produces  in  Ihe  femiile  sex,  &nd  the  Isw  that  whoerec 
efaMl  k  dftmsel  eboulJ  iiiarrj  ber.  Tbis  tut  he  deems  a  more  effectual 
satlTagf  rape  ihan  capital  puDithment.  (Michi«lis'  ComnieiitarieH,  xtA. 
>loI7*.) 

■  Qlhboo,  ToL  ii.  p.  2M.     Law  of  Cunttautine. 

I  Ue>Uoal  Eiluca,  nole  IT,  p.  331.  {  Foder«,  toL  ir.  p.  326. 
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parative  state.  The  ravisher  of  a  free  woman  was  mulcted  it 
a  much  heavier  sum — at  nine  hundred  sols/''*' 

It  would  appear  that  there  was  no  punishment  provided  for 
this  crime  in  the  codes  of  several  of  the  original  Germanie 
tribes..  At  least,  'Hhe  code  of  the  Bavarians  had  none, ex- 
cept such  as  the  ecclesiastical  law  directed,  for  the  freemaa 
who  violated  a  female  unmarried  slave.  The  slave,  however, 
who  violated  a  free  maiden,  was  surrendered  to  her  pareniii 
to  do  with  him  what  they  pleased,  even  to  put  him  to  deatL"t 

Charlemagne  punished  with  death  whoever  violated  tlie 
daughter  of  his  master.;^  The  Burgundian  laws  provided 
that  if  the  joung  woman  carried  off  returned  to  her  parents 
actually  corrupted,  the  offender  should  pay  six  times  her  price 
or  legal  valuation,  and  also  a  mulct  of  twelve  shillings.  If  he 
bad  not  wherewithal  to  pay  these  sums,  he  should  be  gyr&k  ip 
to  her  parents  or  near  relatives,  to  take  their  revenge  on  him 
in  what  way  they  pleased. 

By  the  Welsh  laws  of  Prince  Hoel  Dha,  if  two  women  were 
walking  together  without  other  company,  and  violence  wil 
offered  to  either  or  both  of  them,  it  was  not  punishable  as  t 
rape ;  but  if  they  have  a  third  person  with  them,  they  migbft 
claim  their  full  legal  redress.  If  the  perpetrator  of  a  rape^ 
being  accused,  confessed  the  fact,  besides  full  satisfaction  to 
the  woman,  he  was  to  answer  for  the  crime  to  his  sovereigOi 
by  the  present  of  a  silver  stand  as  high  as  the  king's  moathi 
and  as  thick  as  his  middle  finger,  with  a  gold  cup  upon  it  iO 


*  Europe  daring  the  Middle  Ages,  in  Lardner's  Cyclopedic,  toL  L  p.  16. 

t  Ibid.,  Tol.  ii.  p.  187. 

X  **Si  quis  filiam  domini  sui  rapuerit,  morte  moriatnr.*'  (See  Memoinof 
Literature,  toI.  y\.  p.  108,  **  A  notice  of  the  Monuments  Paderbomenria,  to 
which  is  added  the  Capitulary  of  Charlemagne,  Arom  a  Tory  ancient  PalatiM 
manuscript  in  the  Vatican,  published  in  1718.*')  Hallam  also  mentioDi^ 
that  under  the  feudal  system  it  was  considered  a  breach  of  faith  in  thi 
Tassal  to  Tiolate  the  sanctity  of  his  master's  roof.  In  the  EstablithmeBli 
of  St.  Louis,  chapters  li.  lii.,  it  is  said  that  a  lord  seducing  hia  TasMTf 
daughter,  entrusted  to  his  custody,  lost  his  seigniory ;  and  a  yaasal  guilty  cf 
the  same  crime  toward  the  family  of  his  suxerain,  forfeited  hia  land.  (Hil- 
Iam*8  Middle  Ages,  toL  L  p.  187,  American  edition.) 
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contain  what  be  could  take  off  at  one  draught,  and 
the  nail  of  a  country  fellow  who  had  worked  at  the 
pioDgh  seven  years.  If  the  offender  wag  not  able  to  make 
such  a  present,  virtlia  membra  amittat. 

By  the  law  of  ^thelbort,  the  first  Christian  king  of  Kent, 
it  was  enacted,  that  if  any  peraon  take  a  young  woman  hy 
force,  he  Fhall  pay  her  parent  or  guardian  fifty  shillings,  and 
shall  make  &  further  corapensatton  for  her  ransom.  If  she 
were  espoused,  he  shall  compensate  the  husband  by  an  addi- 
tional payment  of  twenty  shillings;  hnt  if  she  were  with  child, 
the  augmented  fine  shall  be  five  and  thirty  shillings,  and  fifteen 
■e  to  the  king. 

There  is  also  an  ordinance  of  Alfred  in  existence,  for  the 
liahment  of  rapes  committed  on  country  wenches  who  were 
serrants;  an  offence  (says  Dr.  Percival)  which  may  be  sup- 
pos«d  to  have  been  prevalent  at  that  time,*  Rape,  however, 
by  the  Saxon  laws,  particularly  those  of  King  Athelstan,  was 
punished  with  death;  which  was  also  agreeable  to  the  old 
Gothic  or  Scandinavian  constitutions.  Besides  this,  the  horse, 
greyhound,  and  hawk  of  the  offender  were  subjected  to  great 
corporal  infamy.  Instead  of  this,  a  new  punishment  was  in- 
ffieted  by  William  the  Conqueror,  who  probably  brought  the 
custom  from  Normandy,  viz.,  castration  and  loss  of  eyea. 
Doriitg  the  period  that  this  was  in  force,  the  woman  who  was 
the  cofferer  might  (by  consent  of  the  judge  and  her  parents) 
redeem  the  criminal  from  all  the  penalties,  if,  before  judgment, 
•he  demanded  him  for  her  husband,  and  he  also  was  willing 
W  agree  to  this  exchange.  This  law  of  William  continued  in 
force  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.;  but  in  order  to  prevent 
aaltcioiis  accusations,  it  was  then  law,  (and,  it  seems,  still 
^imtinaLHl  to  be  so  in  appeals  of  rape,)  says  Blackstone,  that 
woBiaD  should  immediately  after,  "  dum  recent  fuerit  male- 

kBu  M  fcUowa;  "8i  quia  eoloDi  manoipiDm  ad  nlnprum  commioetnr, 

o  emendtt  el  GO  lol.  mulcloi  loco.     Si  aerTus  Berriin  id  Btuprum 

I,  oonipeoiel  hoc  virgt  sua  liriU.     Bi  quia  pucUam  lenerw  telntis  ad 

n  ooneubitam  aonnaiaelur,  eodem  m-odo  puniatur  quo  ille  qui  adullia 

U."  (PugiTkl,  p.  2Z8.) 
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fidumy^  go  to  the  next  town,  and  there  make  discoyery  to 
some  credible  persons  of  the  injury  she  has  suffered,  and  after- 
wards should  acquaint  the  high  constable  of  the  hundred,  the 
coroners,  and  the  sheriff,  of  the  outrage.  This  seems  to  cor- 
respond in  some  degree  with  the  ancient  laws  of  Scotland  and 
Arragon,  which  require  that  complaint  must  be  made  widiii 
twenty-four  hours;  though  afterwards,  by  statute  WestniBi- 
ster,  the  time  of  limitation  was  extended  to  forty  days.  Tti^ 
statute,  passed  in  the  8d  of  Edward  I.,  repealed  the  law  of  die 
Conqueror,  and  greatly  mitigated  the  punishment.  The  ofienoe 
of  ravishing  a  woman  against  her  will,  was  reduced  to  a  tree- 
pass,  if  not  prosecuted  by  appeal  in  forty  days;  and  it  sub- 
jected the  offender  to  only  two  years  imprisonment,  and  a  fine 
at  the  king's  will.  But  this  lenity  was  found  productiTe  of 
the  most  terrible  consequences;  and  in  ten  years  after,  IStli 
Edward  I.,  it  was  found  necessary  to  make  the  offence  of  forot 
ble  rape,  felony  by  statute.* 

The  constitution  of  Charles  Y.  enacted  the  punishment  of 
death  for  rape;  and  the  edict  of  Francis  I.,  preserved  bj 
Coquille,  together  with  the  ordinances  of  Orleans  and  Bloii^ 
forbade  the  asking  of  pardon  for  this  crime.  Henry  IL  of 
France,  by  an  ordinance  of  1557,  condemned  those  who  hid 
forced  a  woman  or  a  girl,  to  be  hung.  Such  was  also  Ao 
edict  of  Louis  XY.  in  1780 ;  and  such  are  the  laws  of  variooi 
States  in  Italy.  The  ancient  parliaments  of  France,  daring 
the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries,  enforced  the  law  with 
great  severity  on  those  accused  of  the  crime.t 


*  Blackstone,  toI.  It.  pp.  210,  211,  Peroival,  p.  100,  and  note  17,  p. 
Chitty's  Criminal  Law,  vol.  ii.  p.  818. 

f  Foder^,  toI.  iT.  p.  826.  **  Among  the  familiar  cnstoms  of  the  Isle  of  Maiif 
are  the  following :  If  a  man  ravish  a  wife,  he  most  die ;  if  a  maid,  the 
deempsters  (the  judges)  deliver  to  her  a  rope,  a  sword,  and  a  ring;  and 
she  is  then  to  have  her  choice  to  hang,  behead,  or  marrj  him."  (See  Se- 
Tiew  of  a  Tour  through  the  Isle  of  Man,  by  David  Robertson,  Esq.,  London, 
1798,  in  the  British  Critic,  vol.  iii.  p.  408.) 

In  China,  rape  is  punished  with  death.  (Edinburgh  Reyiew,  toL  xfL  p. 
408 ;  Review  of  the  Penal  Code  of  China,  translated  by  Sir  Qeorge  StaimtOB.) 

In  modem  Egypt^  under  the  present  Paoha,  rape  by  a  badidor  it  poh 
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The  above  gleanings  will  elucidate,  in  some  degree,  the  laws 
of  fbnner  times  concerning  this  crime.  I  now  proceed  to  men* 
tion  those  which  are,  or  lately  have  been,  in  force.  The  fol* 
lowing  maxims,  says  Foder^,  (which  he  quotes  from  Boerius,) 
have  been  adopted  for  thirty  years  in  Neapolitan  jurispru* 
dence,  viz.,  that  in  accusation  for  rape,  there  be  full  proof  of 
the  following  facts:  1.  That  there  has  been  a  constant  and 
equal  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  person  violated.  2.  That 
there  is  an  evident  inequality  of  strength  between  the  parties. 
S»  That  she  has  raised  cries.  4.  That  there  be  some  marks 
of  violence  present.  The  French  code  of  1791  ordained  that 
a  simple  rape  should  be  punished  with  six  years'  confinement 
in  irons;  but  if  the  rape  be  committed  on  a  child  under  four- 
teen years,  or  if  the  criminal  had  effected  the  crime  by  vio* 
lence,  or  by  the  aid  of  accomplices,  the  punishment  should  be 
twelve  years'  confinement  in  irons.  The  law  of  2d  Prarial 
L'an  4  (1796)  prescribed  the  same  punishment  for  an  attempt, 
if  accompanied  by  violence.  All  these  ordinances  were,  how- 
ever, annulled  by  the  Napoleon  code,  which  prescribed  im- 
prisonment for  the  crime,  if  consummated  or  attempted  with 
violence.  If,  however,  the  criminal  has  any  authority  over 
the  person  injured,  such  as  guardian  or  a  teacher,  if  he  be  a 
servant,  public  functionary,  or  clergyman,  and  finally,  if  the 
individual,  whoever  he  be,  is  aided  by  one  or  more  persons, 
the  punishment  shall  be  imprisonment  for  life.* 

In  Scotland,  according  to  Baron  Hume,  the  following  facts 
are  necessary  to  be  proved  on  a  charge  of  rape:  1.  Pene- 
tration; but  there  is  no  distinct  reference  made  to  emission. 
2.  Actual  force  in  the  consummation;  but  it  is  held  to  be 
forcible  knowledge  if  the  female  discontinue  her  resistance 
out  of  fear  of  death,  or  be  rendered  incapable  of  it,  by  the 
giving  of  narcotic  drugs,  or  be  under  the  age  of  puberty.  So 
also  if  she  faint,  during  the  struggle,  from  terror  or  fatigue,  or 

iahed  with  one  hundred  blows,  and  banishment  from  six  months  to  a  jear ; 
Imt  if  bj  a  married  man,  he  is  stoned  to  death.  (Annales  d*  Hygiene,  yoI.  x. 
p.  204.) 
*  Foder6,  vol.  It.  pp.  828,  829;  Code  Penal,  art.  881,  888. 
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is  incapable  of  opposition  from  natural  infirmity.  Thos  James 
Mackie  was  condemned  in  1650,  for  a  rape  on  a  cripple,  a 
lame  lass  sixteen  years  old,  laying  bedridden  in  her  father*i 
house  alone.  No  limitation  as  to  the  time  of  making  the  com- 
plaint exists  at  present,  although  a  long  delay  might  doubtlees 
prejudice  a  jury  against  the  prosecutor.* 

The  ravisher  is  exempted  from  the  pains  of  death  only  in 
case  of  the  woman's  subsequent  consent,  or  her  declaration 
that  she  went  off  with  him  of  her  own  free  will;  and  even  then 
he  is  to  suffer  an  arbitrary  punishment,  either  by  imprison- 
ment,  confiscation  of  goods,  or  a  pecuniary  fine. 

The  law  at  present  in  force  in  England  is  the  statute  18th 
Elizabeth,  chap,  vii.,  in  which  rape  is  made  felony,  without 
benefit  of  clergy.  It  is  a  necessary  ingredient  in  the  English 
law,  that  the  crime  should  be  against  the  woman's  will,  and 
in  this  it  differs  from  the  Roman,  which  prescribed  the  same 
punishment,  whether  the  female  consented  or  not.  The  civil 
law  also,  (as  we  have  already  stated,)  does  not  seem  to  sup* 
pose  a  prostitute  capable  of  any  injuries  of  this  kind,  while 
the  English  law  holds  it  felony  to  force  even  a  concubine  or 
harlot,  because  the  woman  may  have  forsaken  that  course  of 
life.  At  present,  also,  no  time  of  limitation  for  making  com* 
plaint  is  fixed,  but  the  jury  will  rarely  give  credit  to  a  stale 
accusation.  We  may  add,  that  the  common  law  considers  a 
male  infant,  under  the  age  of  fourteen,  as  incapable  of  com- 
mitting a  rape,  and  therefore  cannot  be  found  guilty  of  it. 
For  though  (says  Blackstone)  in  some  felonies,  malitia  9up» 
plet  (etateniy  yet  as  to  this  particular  species,  the  law  supposes 
an  imbecility  of  body  as  well  as  mind.f 

*  Hume's  Commentaries  on  the  Laws  of  Scotland,  yoI.  ii.  pp.  8,  5,  6, 14; 
Brewster's  Edinburgh  Encyclopedia,  toI.  xi.  p.  828 ;  Law  of  Scotland. 

f  Blackstone,  4,  chapter  xt.  section  8.  A  case  bearing  on  the  aboil 
point  was  decided  some  years  since  in  Massachusetts.  In  1823,  a  boy, 
under  the  age  of  fourteen,  was  conyioted  of  an  atsault  with  intent  to  eommU 
a  rape.  On  a  motion  in  arrest  of  judgment,  the  law,  as  above  quoted,  wm 
urged,  showing  that  a  person  is  deemed  incapable,  and  consequently  that  U 
would  be  absurd  to  punish  him  for  attempting  what  the  law  presumes  him 
incapable  of  doin^.  But  the  court  decided  that  the  judgment  must  stancL 
"  The  law  whioh  regards  iniknte  under  fourteen  as  incapable  of  oommitUaf 
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In  the  State  of  N^w  York,  death  was  formerly  the  punish- 
ment for  committing  a  rape  on  a  married  woman  or  a  maid. 
(Act  passed  February  14,  1787.)*  And  it  was  also  ordained 
at  the  same  time,  that  if  a  woman  had  been  ravished,  and  after- 
wards consented  to  her  ravisher,  her  husband,  father,  or  next 
of  kin  might  sue  by  appeal  against  such  offender.  These  laws, 
howeyer,  have  been  repealed,  the  punishment  altered,  and  ap- 
peals of  felony  abolished.  The  acts  now  in  force  prescribe 
the  punishment  of  imprisonment  for  ten  years  in  the  State 
prison,  on  the  offender  and  his  accomplices,  if  he  have  any, 
for  ravishing  by  force  any  woman  child  of  the  age  of  ten  years 
or  upwards,  or  any  other  woman.  An  assault  with  an  intent 
to  commit  a  rape,  may  be  punished  by  fine  and  imprisonment, 
or  both. 

The  following  enactment  has  also  been  recently  added: 
**  Every  person  who  shall  have  carnal  knowledge  of  any  woman 
above  the  age  of  ten  years,  without  her  consent,  by  adminis- 
tering to  her  any  substance  or  liquid  which  shall  produce 
such  stupor,  or  such  imbecility  of  mind  or  weakness  of  body, 
as  to  prevent  effectual  resistance,  shall,  upon  conviction,  be 
punished  by  imprisonment  in  a  State  prison,  not  exceeding 
five  years."t 

rape  was  established  infavorem  vita^  and  ought  not  to  be  applied  bj  analogy 
to  an  inferior  offence,  the  commission  of  which  is  not  punished  with  death. 
An  intention  to  do  an  act  does  not  necessarily  imply  an  ability  to  do  it;  and 
females  might  be  in  as  much  danger  from  precocious  boys  as  from  men,  if 
each  boys  are  to  escape  with  impunity  from  felonious  assaults,  as  well  as 
from  felony  itself."  (Commonwealth  v.  Green,  3  Pickering's  Massachusetts 
Reports,  p.  880  ) 

It  is  mentioned  in  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  vol.  xxxiii. 
p.  886,  that  in  a  case  which  occurred  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  where  a  negro 
boy  under  fourteen  years  was  charged  with  an  attempt  to  outrage  a  child 
i&Te  years  old,  and  the  crime  was  proven,  it  was  urged  that  children  of 
AfHcan  descent  arrive  at  puberty  earlier  than  Europeans.  It  seems  the 
general  law  was  disregarded,  since  the  prisoner  was  found  guilty,  and  sen- 
tenced to  three  years'  imprisonment. 

*  Jones  and  Varick's  Edition  of  Laws,  vol.  ii.  p.  57. 

t  Reyised  Statutes,  vol.  ii.  pp.  663-666.  It  would  seem  that  by  the  Eug- 
lish  law,  the  above  offence  is  equally  rape.  In  1844,  a  prisoner  was  tried 
at  the  Old  Bailey,  on  an  indictment  for  rape,  committed  on  the  person  of 


In  the  States  of  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Delaware, 
and  South  Carolina,  the  punishment  prescribed  is  death;'^ 
while  in  Connecticut,  Georgia,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Ohio,  Maine, 
New  Hampshire,  New  Jersey,  Vermont,  Pennsjlvania,  Vir- 
ginia, and  Michigan,  imprisonment  for  a  term  of  years,  or  for 
Ufe,  is  directed.  In  some  few  cases,  fine  or  imprisonment,  or 
both.f  In  Louisiana,  imprisonment  and  hard  labor  for  life  is 
the  punishment.^  In  the  States  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas 
the  punishment  prescribed  is  castration.§ 

a  girl  thirteen  years  old.  The  eyidence  was,  that  the  prisoner  made  her 
quite  drunk,  and  while  she  was  insensible,  Tiolated  her.  The  jury  found 
that  the  prisoner  gave  her  the  liquor  for  the  purpose  of  exciting  her,  and 
not  intending  to  render  her  insensible,  and  then  have  connection  with  her. 
The  prisoner's  counsel  objected  that  the  crime  of  rape  was  not  proTed,  and 
that  point  was  reserved  for  the  opinion  of  the  judges. 

On  an  argument  before  them,  (April  26,  1845,)  it  was  urged  that  the 
definition  of  rape  is  an  unlawful  carnal  knowledge  of  a  woman,  by  force 
and  against  her  will ;  that  this  did  not  occur  in  the  present  instance,  aad 
that  it  could  not  be  supplied  by  any  inference  whatever.  Jtutiee  PaUuom: 
Do  you  contend  that  every  woman  who  is  blind  drunk  by  the  wayside,  ii 
open  to  a  rape  from  every  person  who  passes  by  ?  To  this  it  was  replied, 
that  insensibility  is  contradictory  in  terms  to  the  definition  of  rape.  If  a 
man,  by  Araud,  has  connection  with  a  married  woman,  it  has  been  held  not 
to  be  a  rape,  and  the  recent  case  of  Regina  v,  Stanton,  was  also  citedr 
Lord  Denman  remarked :  It  is  put  as  if  resistance  was  essential  to  rape,  bat 
that  is  not  so,  although  proof  of  resistance  may  be  strong  evidence  in  the 
case. 

The  judges  affirmed  the  conviction,  and  in  sentencing  the  prisoner,  it  was 
stated  that  the  female  showed  by  her  word  and  conduct  up  to  the  very  latest 
moment  at  which  she  had  sense  or  power  to  express  her  wiU,  that  it  was 
against  her  will  that  intercourse  should  take  place.  (Regina  v.  Camplin,  1 
Carrington  and  Kirwan*s  Reports,  p.  746 ;  London  Medical  Qasette,  Td. 
zxxvi.  p.  488  ) 

*  Laws  of  Massachusetts,  1807,  vol.  iii.  p.  840;  Revised  Laws  of  Ma- 
ware,  1829,  p.  128;  Public  Laws  of  South  Carolina,  edited  by  Judge  Grimke, 
p.  80 ;  Fourth  Report  of  American  Prison  Discipline  Society. 

f  In  addition  to  the  references  on  a  former  page,  Prince's  Digest  of  Laws 
of  Georgia,  1817,  p.  849;  Laws  of  Pennsylvania,  1808,  vol.  t.  p.  2;  Revised 
Laws  of  Virginia,  1803,  vol.  i.  p.  856.  In  New  Jersey,  a  second  offenooif 
punished  by  death.  (Laws,  1828.) 

%  Digeste  G6n<Sral  des  Actes  de  la  Legislature  de  la  Louisiana,  1828,  vol 
i.  p.  441. 

2  Revised  Laws  of  Missouri,  part  126,  toL  i.  p.  81 ;  Nuttal's  Journey 
io  the  ArkanaaSi  p.  224. 
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►■  The  uttempt  to  cominit  this  crime,  or  ita  actual  completion, 
f  a  negro  or  mulatto,  is  made  a  subject  of  special  logielation 
I  several  States.  Thus,  in  Tennessee,  Alabatna,  and  Louisi- 
,  even  the  attempt  on  a  white  woman  is  made  a  capita] 
In  Virginia  and  Missouri,  the  same  is  punished  by 
ration.t 

►In  a  few  of  the  States,  some  speeiBe  provisions  are  made  aa 
I  the  proof  of  rape.     In  Illinois,  it  is  not  necessary  to  prors 
order  to  constitute  it ;  and  in  Indiana  and  Ten* 
»e,  penetration  is  held  sufficient, 
}  the  reason  on  which  this  change  is  founded,  may  deserve 
me  consideration  at  the  conclusion  of  the  present  section. 
^  Rape  ie  the  carnal  knowledge  of  a  female,  fordhly  and 
pinst  her  will.     It  has  been  a  subject  of  legal  discussion,  u 
•  wbst  constitutes  this  carnal  knowledge.    Some  judges  have 
ipposed  that  penetration  alone  was  sufBcient,  while  others 
ire  contended  that  penetration  and  emission  are  both  necesJ 
All  seem  agreed  that  the  former  without  the  latter  will 
It  suffice.    The  following  abstract,  taken  from  Chitty's  Trea- 
tise on  the  Criminal  Law,  will  give  an  idea  of  the  Huctuating 
state  of  jurisprudence  on  this  subject:    "Lord  Coke,  in  his 
>ort»,  supposes  both  circumstances  must  concur,  12  Cok.  3T, 
igb  be  does  not  express  himself  so  clearly  in  his  Institutes. 
iwkina,  without  citing  any  authority,  or  hinting  a  doubt^ 
B  the  aanie  opinion.     Hale,  however,  differs  from  both, 
and  considers  the  case  in  Coke's  Reports  as  mistaken.     In 
iMre  modern  times,  prisoners  have  been  repeatedly  acquittedj 
in  eonsecjoence  of  the  want  of  proof  of  emission.     In  ona 
instance,  {Rex  v.  Russen,  14  Petersdorff,  116,)  on  the  othef 
hand,  the  prisoner  was  found  guilty  under  the  direction  of 
ttico  Bathurst,  who  did  not  consider  this  fact  necessary  ti^ 


piav*  of  Tinneiaee, 
«  LoabiuiB  I>igcat. 
a  wUU  wuiuitn  b/  a  g 
f  Mr.  JaSenaa.  who  w>a  ippoinled 
9,  preposed  ciul»liQn  u  the  puDJahmmt  in 
L  f.  ISA.)     This  w&»  not,  hawcTcr,  ulopled. 


p.  94;  Laws  of  Atabamit,  1680;  Coda  ttott 
pp.  '234,  297.     VirginiA  puniahea  »atual  rap« 


of  the  laws  of  Ttrginin,  in 
of  rape.  (Works, 
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the  consummation  of  the  gailt.  But  in  Hill's  case,  which  mi 
argued  in  1781,  a  large  majority  of  the  judges  decided  tint 
both  circumstances  were  necessary,  though  Buller,  Itoajj^ 
borough,  and  Heath  maintained  a  contrarj  opinion."* 

Assuming  the  definition  of  the  crime  seems  to  be  settled,  if 
we  proceed  to  notice  the  mode  in  which  the  emission  is  to  be 
proved,  we  shall  find  some  discordance.  East  observes,  tint 
penetration  is  prima  facie  evidence  of  it,  unless  the  contniy 
appears  probable  from  the  circumstances;  and  adds,  that 
Hawkins  is  express  to  that  purpose.     ^^  So  where,  upon  u 


*  Chitty*B  Criminal  Law,  toI.  ii.  p.  810.  This  abstract  is,  for  the 
part,  taken  from  Easfs  Pleas  of  the  Crown,  (vol.  i.  pp.  497  to  440.)  In  tUi 
last,  a  number  of  oases  are  giTen,  which  Tery  strikingly  prove  the  diTenity 
of  opinion  that  has  existed  among  the  English  judges.  The  leading  pt^ 
ticulars  in  (he  case  of  Hill,  cited  aboTo,  are  also  stated;  and  the  grHt 
minority  of  the  judges  that  deemed  both  necessary,  to  constitute  the  eriMy 
seem  to  have  settled  the  law  in  that  country.  A  decision  conformable  to  it 
was  made  by  Baron  Richards,  at  the  Northumberland  assixes  in  1816 ;  aad 
as  the  case  is  interesting,  I  shall  detail  its  leading  particulars.  The  proM- 
ontrix  was  a  married  woman,  apparently  between  thirty  and  forty  yean 
of  age.  The  defendants  were  two  brothers,  by  one  of  whom  the  act  WM 
alleged  to  have  been  perpetrated,  while  the  other  held  the  husband  foreibl|f 
down  at  not  more  than  two  yards  distance  from  the  spot  where  his  wife  WM 
said  to  have  been  violated.  The  woman  swore  positively  to  the  penetratioSi 
but  oould  not  swear  to  the  emission ;  and  she  assigned  as  a  cause,  the  agi- 
tation and  syncope  which  supervened  during  the  struggle.  She  perfeeC]/ 
comprehended  the  import  of  the  question  put  to  her;  and  declared  explicitly, 
that  she  had,  on  every  previous  coition  with  .her  husband,  been  sensiUeef 
the  act  of  emission.  Nor  could  she  say  that  she  was  aware  of  any  unnsoil 
humidity  of  the  parts  immediately  after  the  commission  of  the  crime.  TUi 
she  ascribed  to  having  tumbled  or  waded  through  some  water  at  the  bottom 
of  the  dean  where  the  assault  took  place.  On  both  these  points,  Baroa 
Bichards  laid  great  stress ;  and  told  the  jury,  that  the  fact  of  emisiioB 
must  be  sworn  to  or  proved,  in  order  to  constitute  the  crime  of  rape,  afr- 
cording  to  the  law  of  England.  The  evidence  of  the  husband  also  wenttt 
prove  that  the  ravisher  remained  long  enough  on  the  body  of  the  female  to 
complete  his  purpose.  The  evidence  for  the  prosecution,  however,  faUed  ii 
credibility ;  as  the  prisoner's  counsel,  besides  the  above  particulars,  showed 
satisfactorily  that  the  man  and  his  wife  were  at  the  time  in  a  state  of  in- 
toxication sufficient  to  destroy  the  validity  of  what  they  had  swom  to. 
The  prisoners  were  accordingly  found  not  guilty.  (Edinburgh  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal,  vol.  xiL  p.  207.) 
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indictment  for  an  assault  with  an  intent  to  ravish  the  prosecn- 
tiiz,  she  swore  that  the  defendant  had  had  his  will  with  her,  and 
]lad  remained  on  her  body  as  long  as  he  pleased,  though  she 
eoold  not  speak  as  to  emission,  Judge  Buller  said  that  this  was 
a  sufficient  evidence  to  be  left  to  a  jury  of  an  actual  rape ; 
and  therefore  ordered  the  defendant  to  be  acquitted  under  the 
present  charge.  He  said  that  he  recollected  a  case  where  a 
man  had  been  indicted  for  a  rape,  and  the  woman  had  sworn 
that  she  did  not  perceive  anything  come  from  him ;  but  she 
had  had  many  children,  and  was  never,  in  her  life,  sensible  of 
emission  from  a  man :  and  that  was  ruled  not  to  invalidate  the 
evidence  which  she  gave  of  a  rape  having  been  committed  on 
her."*  Chitty  observes,  "It  is  certain  that  no  direct  evidence 
need  be  given  to  the  emission ;  but  that  will  be  presumed  on 
proof  of  penetration,  until  rebutted  by  the  prisoner.  And  it 
will  suffice  to  prove  the  least  degree  of  penetration,  so  that  it 
is  not  necessary  that  the  marks  of  virginity  should  be  taken 
from  the  sufferer,  "t  So  also  Baron  Richards,  in  the  case 
cited  below,  although  he  deemed  emission  essential,  and  the 
woman  was  not  sensible  of  it,  yet  told  the  jury  that  it  was  for 
them  to  deliberate  whether,  on  a  careful  examination  of  all 
the  other  collateral  circumstances  of  the  case,  they  had  reason 
to  be  satisfied  that  this  part  of  the  crime,  as  well  as  every 
other,  had  been  actually  consummated.! 

If  there  be  any  truth  in  the  views  already  intimated  con- 
oeming  the  possibility  of  committing  this  crime,  and  the  cases 
in  which  it  may  be  completed,  certainly  the  necessity  of  esta- 
blishing the  fact  of  emission  must  prove  an  insuperable  barrier 
to  any  conviction.     We  may  divide  females,  with  reference  to 

*  East,  2,  p.  440.     This  case  was  tried  at  the  Winchester  assizes,  1787. 

f  Chittj,  2,  p.  812.  I  have  already  quoted  the  ease,  (p.  193,)  on  whioh 
the  latter  part  of  this  dictum  is  founded.  This  maj  probably  be  correct  in 
dilldren  under  ten  years  of  age;  but  in  all  others,  it  will  be  readily 
obserred,  that  if  it  be  allowed,  all  possibility  of  the  female's  proving  the 
emission  is  in  a  great  measure  done  away.  Surely  such  instances  are 
rather  to  be  considered  as  attempU  to  commit  the  crimen  than  the  eonaummation 
•fit. 

X  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  vol.  xii.  p.  208. 
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this  subject,  into  two  classes — ^the  young,  unmarried  persons; 
and  the  married,  or  those  accustomed  to  sexual  intercoune. 
As  to  the  first,  it  may  be  considered  very  improbable  that 
they  could  be  conscious  of  this,  while  laboring  under  the  in^ 
fluence  of  terror,  severe  pain,  faintness,  or  insensibility.  And 
to  this  class  also  belong  those  of  a  very  tender  age,  who 
totally  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  the  crime,  and  what  is 
sary  to  complete  it. 

It  is,  however,  urged,  that  there  is  great  propriety  in 
quiring  this  testimony  from  married  females ;  and  that  if  they 
are  not  sensible  of  that  ^^  which  constitutes  the  very  essence 
and  climax  of  feeling,"  their  declarations  do  not  deserve  much 
credit  as  to  the  other  parts,  in  which  a  less  degree  of  p(Hg- 
nancy  of  sensation  is  requisite.*  I  confess  that  language  of 
this  kind  appears  misapplied.  If  proper  resistance  be  madei 
where  the  contest  is  solely  between  two  individuals  of  strength 
in  any  degree  proportionate,  the  crime  can  scarcely  be  com- 
pleted without  violent  personal  injury  to  the  female.  The 
exhaustion  that  must  be  present,  superadded  to  mental  agitik 
tion,  renders  it  more  than  doubtful  whether  this  enjoyment 
can  be  realized.  And  it  also  deserves  consideration,  that  if 
the  resistance  has  been  complete  throughout^  such  pain  maj 
ensue  from  the  repeated  attempts  to  effect  the  crime,  as  to  dull 
all  sensation  on  this  point.  I  forbear  pressing  the  case  men- 
tioned by  Judge  Buller,  although  it  is  probable  that  other 
females,  like  the  one  mentioned  by  him,  may  be  sensible 
of  it.t 

The  diversity  of  opinion  that  I  have  noticed,  has  extended 

*  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  vol.  xii.  p.  209. 

f  *'  Considering  the  nature  of  the  crime,  that  it  is  a  brutal  and  vlolffit 
attack  upon  the  honor  and  chastity  of  the  weaker  sex,  it  seems  more  naUml 
and  consonant  to  the  sentiments  of  laudable  indignation  which  induced  ear 
ancient  lawgivers  to  rank  this  offence  among  felonies,  if  all  further  inquiiy 
were  unnecessary,  after  satisfactory  proof  of  the  violence  haring  been  pv* 
petrated  by  actual  penetration  of  the  unhappy  sufferer's  body.  Undw  «M 
principle^  and  for  what  rational  purpott^  any  further  invettigation  camB  to  h$ 
tuppoaed  necestary,  the  books  which  record  the  dicta  to  that  effect  do  notflinMo 
trace.**  (East,  2,  pp.  486,  487.) 
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l^onr  own  country.  In  a  case  tried  some  years  eince  at  the 
pbany  Circuit,  in  this  State,  by  the  late  Justice  Flatt,  he  d«- 
1  the  law  to  be  as  laid  down  by  the  judges  in  Hill's  case. 
1  Pennfiylvania  emission  is  not  dccnicd  essential.  In  ft 
B  tried  in  ITL'S,  when  it  was  urged  that  both  penetration 
1  emission  should  be  proved,  the  judge  said  :  "  We  are  ia- 
bed  to  the  opinion,  that  the  crime  is  sufficiently  proved, 
tea  penetration  is  proved.  It  is  not  to  be  expected  that 
•  woman  especially  agitated  by  such  outrage,  should  be  abid 
I  give  explicit  proof  of  this  circumstance."*  So  also  ^ 
mtb  Carolina,  in  1813,  Judge  Nott  said  he  had  strong 
nbts  whether  it  was  necessary  to  prove  emission,  and  tlie 

t  refused  to  disturb  the  verdict.f 

The  difficuhics  attending  such  conflicting  decisions  in  Eng> 

■Atod,  probably  led  to  the  enactment  of  a  recent  law  there, 

f  which  it  is  ordained,  that  on  trials  for  the  crime  of  rape^ 

1  of  carnally  abusing  girls  under  the  respective  nges  of 

1  or  tweWe  years,  it  is  not  necessary  to  prove  actual  emis- 

Q  in  order  to  constitute  carnal  knowledge,  but  this  shall  be 

toed  proved  upon  testimony  of  penetration  only.|     This 

r  was  passed  in  1828,  9th  George  lY.,  and  it  is  often  called 

1  Lansdowne'a  Act,  as  that  nobleman  introduced  it. 

t  Scarcely,  however,  had  this  become  the  statute  law  of  the 

tlai,  when  difficulties  occurred  in  its  construction.     In  Aai> 

.  1631,  on   a  trial  before  Justice  Taunton,  the  female   ' 
nved  penetration,  and  also  that  she  felt  warmly  in  her  pri^   i 

I  pftrts,  hut  could  not  prove  emission.     The  counsel  for 
B  prosecation  submitted  that  this  was  a  case  exactly  coming  I 

k*  CosuDODiT&lih  V.  EulliTsn.  Adiliaon'e  Pennaj'lTnnin  Reporia,  p.  14S, 
■f  SUI«  *.  Le  BUnc.  2  .South  Camlina  Cangtitutionftl  Iteporls,  351.    I  hkifl   I 
•47  mmllantd  ilitt  in  Illinois,  the  gtntule  rei)uiring  proof  of  enlMlon). 
to  ftnuUjr  tcpMled.  (Ack  p»aed  in  IS19,  p.  S19  ) 

ir  Amos  queries  wtielber.  under  tbii  Uw,  m  eunvch  may  not  te    , 
d  (Billy  of  ft  rape  :  and  agaio,  tie  iuggc^la  the  possible  oaae,  where 

n  it  proTed,  bui  eniimion  onl;.  (LoikIoii  Meilie&i  Oaietie,  to).  rilL 
k  SS-96.]  In  Uii*  lnHt,  bowerer,  llie  jarj  would  doubtless  infer  the  ob* 
m  lh«  alber,  pkninilulj-  u  Lord  Htle  bac  proDoDnmJ  emiijion  an  taf- 
H  of  penatraUon. 
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within  the  late  law.  •  The  judge,  however,  said  that  all  that 
constitutes  carnal  knowledge  should  have  happened.  The 
jury  must  be  satisfied  from  circumstances,  that  emission  took 
place,  and  although  it  was  not  necessary  specifically  to  proTO 
it,  yet  the  circumstances  should  be  such  as  to  infer  it.  The 
prisoner  was  accordingly  acquitted.* 

I  must  be  permitted  to  agree  with  the  reporter  of  the  cafle, 
in  saying  that  this  decision  makes  the  statute  of  George  lY. 
inoperative.  Even  before  its  enactment,  it  was  unnecessaiy 
to  give  direct  evidence  of  emission.  It  was  enough  if  the 
circumstances  were  such  as  to  satisfy  that  it  had  taken  place. 
But  how  can  Judge  Taunton's  opinion  be  reconciled  with  the 
statute,  which  says  that  it  is  Bufficient  to  prove  penetration 
ofdyf 

His  decision,  however,  appears  to  have  been  subsequently 
overruled.  In  Rex  v.  Cox,  at  the  Worcester  assizes,  in  1888, 
before  Justice  Littledale,  the  jury  found  that  there  had  been 
penetration,  but  no  emission  from  the  prisoner,  and  the  judge, 
after  passing  sentence  on  the  prisoner,  reserved  the  case  for 
the  consideration  of  the  fifteen  judges.  They  held  the  con- 
viction to  be  right,  t 

In  a  still  later  case,  Regina  t;.  Lines,  with  some  curioua  in* 
cidents,  the  doctrine  was  still  more  strongly  enforced.  It 
appeared  from  the  examination  of  Mr.  Williams,  the  soi^ 
geon,  that  the  hymen  of  the  child  (under  ten  years)  was  not 
ruptured,  but  upon  it  was  a  venereal  sore,  which  he  depoeed 
must  have  arisen  from  actual  contact  with  the  virile  member 
of  a  man.  It  was  contended  that  although  this  showed  actual 
contact,  yet  it  did  not  establish  penetration  sufficient  to  con* 
stitute  the  crime.  But  the  judge  (Baron  Parke)  said,  I  shall 
leave  it  to  the  jury  to  say  whether,  at  any  time,  any  part  of 
the  virile  member  of  the  prisoner  was  within  the  labia  of  the 
pudendum,  for  if  it  ever  was,  (no  matter  how  little,)  that  will 


*  Moody  and  Malkin,  p.  122 ;  Rex  v,  Rossel. 

f  6  Carringtoa  and  Payne,  p.  297;    Ame]:ican  Jurist,  toL  xi.  p.  4M; 
Chitty's  Med.  Jurisprudence,  part  1,  p.  879. 
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mfficient  to  constitute  a  penetration,  and  the  jury  ought 
tonvict  the  prisoner  of  the  complete  offence.* 

Scotland,  after  much  diversity  of  opinion,  the  point  noT 

jdered  vas  settled  in  1S21,  by  Lord  Gillies,  who  "  laid  it 

iwn,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  court,  that  rape  may  ba 

perpetrated   by  complete  penetration  without  emission,  and 

that  when  the  injured  party  is  below  the  age  of  puberty,  it 

il  BDOUgb  if  her  body  has  been  entered,  though  not  to  the 

which  takes  place  with  a  ful]  grown  woman. "f 

A  trial  for  this  crime,  on  a  girl  between  fourteen  and  fifteen 

years  of  ag?,  was  held  at  Edinburgh,  in  January,  1841.     She 

had  never  menstruated.     The  parts  of  generation  presented 

no  nnusoal  appearance  externally ;  internally,  there  was  an 

oxoorUtion  in  the  lower  part  of  the  vulva,  extending  from  th« 

fossa  navicularis  to  the  fourchette,  but  the  fourchette  itself 

tminjared.     The   imperfect   hymen  or   carunculse,  that 

observed,  were  uninjured.     No  blood  or  seminal  spots 

Been  on  the  person  or  dress  of  the  female  by  the  medi- 

ezatniners.     Dr.  J.  A.  Robertson  and  Professor  Simpson 

examined  and  concurred  in  stating,  that  the  vagina  was 

ided  externally  by  the  hymen ;  that  the  abrasion  in  the 

navicularis  was  not  in  the  vagina,  but  in  the  vulva  or 

Itibule  of  the  vagina ;  that  an  abrasion  in  such  a  situation, 

the  fnenum  was  uninjured,  was  more  likely  to  have  been 

:d  by  a  finger  or  other  pointed  body,  and  that  if  ponctra- 

had  taken  place,  they  would  have  expected  injuries  of 

parts;   and  that,  at  least,  the  fourchette  would  have 

red  by  the  genital  organs  of  the  criminal,  as  thej 

large.     They  also  considered  the  absence  of  ecchy- 

the  mons  veneris,  labia,  tliighs,  etc.,  as  very  import- 

orcnmstances  in  a  charge  of  violation.     The  prisoner's 

nrged,  that  as  there  was  no  proof  of  emission,  (the 

not  being  able  to  swear  to  this,)  there  must  be  proof 


■  1  CMTJngtoD  knd  Kirvuii'i  Reporla,  p.  SD3. 

B  Principles  of  tlie  Criminftl  Lav  of  Scotlnnd,  p.  21( 
A.  Bob«rUan,  la  Swinlon's  Judicinr;  Reports,  toL  L 
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of  fvil  and  complete  penetration^  and  this  was  contradicted  by 
the  facts. 

Lord  Mcadowbank  charged  the  jury  to  the  effect,  that  the 
evidence  of  the  prisoner's  guilt  was  complete;  that  scientifio 
and  anatomical  distinctions  as  to  where  the  vagina  com- 
menced, were  worthless  in  a  charge  of  rape ;  and  that,  by  the 
law  of  Scotland,  it  was  enough  if  the  woman* %  body  were  efi^ 
tered.  In  such  a  case  as  this,  where  there  was  no  evidence  of 
emission,  and  where  the  girl  was  young,  he  did  not  seem  to 
consider  it  necessary  to  show  to  what  extent  penetration  of 
the  parts  had  taken  place — whether  it  had  gone  past  the 
hymen,  into  what  was  anatomically  called  the  hymen,  or  even 
only  as  far  as  to  touch  the  hymen.  The  prisoner  was  found 
guilty  and  condemned  to  death.  (Edin.  Mon.  Joum.  of  Med, 
ScienceSy  Feb.  1841.) 

By  an  enactment  in  the  State  of  New  York,  a  similar  pro- 
vision has  been  adopted,  in  the  following  words:  ^^ Proof  of 
actual  penetration  into  the  body  shall  be  sufficient  to  sostain 
an  indictment  for  a  rape,  or  for  the  crime  against  nature/'* 

The  law  as  to  what  constitutes  this  crime  is  now  the  samA^ 
both  in  Great  Britain  and  many  of  our  own  States.  It  is  anf* 
ficient  if  penetration  be  proved.  The  following  recent  deeir 
sions  may  therefore  be  mentioned. 

In  Regina.v.  Allen,  although  it  appears  from  evidence  tbal 
the  party  was  disturbed  immediately  after  penetrationi  and 
before  the  completion  of  his  purpose,  yet  he  must  be  foimd 
guilty  of  having  committed  the  complete  offence  of  rape.  (9 
Oarrington  and  Paynes  Nisi  Priue  Reports^  p.  81.) 

In  Regina  v.  Jordan,  it  was  decided  that  a  boy  under  fov^ 
teen  years  of  age  cannot  be  convicted  of  feloniously  carnally 
knowing  and  abusing  a  girl  under  ten  years  of  age,  evn 
although  the  surgeon  swore  that  he  had  arrived  at  the  faU 
state  of  puberty.  The  judge  also  stated,  that  to  conatitiila 
penetration,  the  parts  of  the  male  must  be  inserted  in  those 
of  the  female,  but,  ae  matter  of  law,  it  is  not  essential  that  the 
hymen  should  be  ruptured.  {Ibid.y  p.  118.) 

*  BeTised  StaiutM,  toL  ii.  p.  785. 
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In  Regina  v.  Hngbes,  the  crime  was  fully  proved  to  have 
been  committed  on  a  girl  between  eleven  and  twelve  yesrs 
old,  but  a  snrgeon  wbo  bad  examined  her,  stated  hie  belief, 
that  although  pcDotration  had  taken  place,  yet  the  hymen, 
which  ia  this  cusa  was  at  the  asual  distance  up  the  vagina, 
was  not  ruptured.  The  jury  found  to  this  effect — that  there 
had  been  penetration,  but  that  the  penetration  had  not  pro- 
weded  to  the  rupture  of  the  hymen.  The  case  was  reserved 
for  the  consideration  of  the  judges,  and  eleven  of  them  de- 
cided that  the  verdict  was  sufficient.  (Ibid.,  p.  752.)* 
■A  cnrious  anatomical  question  appears  to  have  been  con- 
lared  on  this  trial,  originating  in  testimony  given  a  number 
years  ago  in  the  case  of  Rex  v.  Russen:  "Benjamin  Russea 
was  master  of  a  charity  school,  and  was  charged  with  two  forci- 
ble rapes  on  Anne  Wayne,  one  of  the  girls  of  the  said  school, 
the  first  fact  being  just  before,  the  other  just  after  she  attained 
lier  age  of  ten  years.  The  child  swore  to  a  full  proof  in  both 
Mepecte,  (proof  of  both  penetration  and  emission  being  at  that 
lime  essential,)  and  her  testimony  was  corroborated  by  marks 
observed  on  her  linen  at  the  time,  but  she  was  deterred  by 
tlie  prisoner's  threats  from  making  any  discovery  till  three  or 
four  months  after  the  time.  For  the  prisoner,  it  was  proved 
Ij  two  surgeons,  whose  testimony  was  corroborated  by  four 
Others  who  had  examined  the  child,  that  the  passage  of  the 
parts  was  so  narrow  that  a  finger  could  not  be  introduced,  and 
that  the  membrane  called  the  hymen,  and  which  crosses  the 
t>gina  and  i»  an  indubitable  mark  of  virginity,  was  perfectly 
whole  and  unbroken,  so  that  she  never  could  have  been  com- 
plKely  known  by  a  man.  But  as  this  membrane  was  admitted 
k  i«  in  tome  subjecti  an  inch,  in  ctkers  an  inch  and  a  half 
^^^wond  the  orifice  of  the  vagina,  Judge  Asliurst,  who  tried  the 
^^Bioticr,  left  it  to  the  jury  to  say  whether  any  penetration 
^^^B  proved;  for  if  there  was  any,  however  small,  the  rape  was 
^^^■ipl«t«  in  law.     The  jury  found  him  guilty,  and  he  received 

'       btaUw. 


■  ne  affeot  of  Ihu  iledsioD  ia  to  declare  th«  ci 
btaUw. 

VOL.L 


t  of  Bex  s.  Qanunon  not 
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judgment  of  death,  but  before  the  time  of  execution,  the  mfti- 
ter  being  much  discussed,  the  learned  judge  reported  the  caae 
to  the  other  judges  for  their  opinions,  whether  his  directions 
were  proper,  and  upon  a  conference,  it  was  unanimously  agreed 
by  all  assembled  that  the  direction  of  the  judge  was  perfectly 
right.  They  held  that  in  such  cases,  the  least  degree  of  pene- 
tration is  sufBcient,  though  it  may  not  be  attended  with  the 
depriyation  of  the  marks  of  virginity.  It  was  therefore  pro- 
perly left  to  the  jury  by  the  judge,  and  accordingly  the  pri- 
soner was  executed." 

The  editors,  in  commenting  on  this  case,  show,  by  cum 
mentioned  in  the  works  of  Dr.  D.  D.  Davis  and  Dr.  Paris,  that 
the  hymen  is  not  an  indubitable  mark  of  virginity,  since  that 
membrane  has  been  found  entire  during  pregnancy,  and  re- 
mark, ^^with  respect  to  the  second  proposition,  there  may  be 
some  doubt,  as  in  all  the  preparations  in  the  Museum  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  in  which  the  hymen  is  shown,  U  i$ 
not  more  than  a  quarter  of  an  inch  from  the  orifice  qf  tkn 
vagina.** 

IV.    Cf  $om€  JfifiiiiS^Leijal  qucMtions  connected  with  iU$ 

futject. 

Three  questions  relating  to  the  subject  before  us,  hare  at 
various  times  been  discussed,  and  they  all  deserve  a  brief 
notice: — 

1.  Whether  the  pre^nee  cf  the  venereal  diteoMe  in  thefemab 
violated  ie  a  proof  in  favor  or  against  her  accu$ationf  Ji,  on 
examination^  the  marks  of  this  disease  be  found  recent,  it  will 
be  proper  to  consider  them  as  corroborating  circumstances. 
It  is  necessarr«  however*  to  remark,  that  the  symptoms  cf 
venereal  infection  do  not  commonly  make  their  appearance 
until  three  days  after  receiving  it,  while  the  examination 
should  be  made  within  that  time.  Should  the  appearances 
indicate  anything  like  a  disease  of  long  standing,  they  must  of 
course  tend  to  weaken  the  complaint  of  the  female.  The  fol- 
lowing are  cases  which  will  illustrate  these  observations.     On 


e  11th  of  Dccptnber,  1811,  Foderi?  was  directed  bj  the  im- 

wial  attorney  of  tbe  court  of  Trevoux  to  visit  a  female  aged 

I  eleven  to  twelve  years,  who  accused  a  man  aged  fifty, 

i  of  large  atattire,  of  having  committed  a  rape  on  her.    The 

me,  she  stated,  was  consummated  on  the  26th  of  November 

On  examination,  our  author  found  that  in  this 

son  the  menses  had  not  yet  appeared,  the  nyraphse  were 

iSamed,  and  the  parta  surrounding  the  meatus  urinariuB  dis- 

U'ged  an  acrid  gonorrhccal  fluid,  the  hymen  was  ruptured, 

,  the  entrance  of  the  vagina  enlarged,  but  the  fourchette 

B  not  ruptured,  nor  were  there  any  signs  of  great  violence, 

jr  Buch  as  might  be  expected  from  the  disproportion  between 

»  individuals.     Foderi?  reported  that  the  venereal  disease  in 

a  child  was  a  proof  of  connection,  but  he  did  not  consider  it 

b  of  rape.    Her  conduct,  he  adds,  was  destitute  of  ail  modesty. 

tbe  accusation  was,  however,  persisted  in;  but  on  the  trial,  it 

was  proved  that  the  parents  had  placed  her  with  a  woman  who 

«as  a  prostitute,  and  also  that  the  child  had  never  complained 

fjli  violence,  until  after  she  discovered  symptoms  of  the  vene* 

The  prisoner  was  acquitted.* 

kA  somewhat  opposite,  but  very  interesting  case,  occurred 

e  jeara  since  at  Rome.    A  young  man,  of  excellent  family 

1  high  character,  was  accused  of  rape,  by  a  girl  not  yet 

rived  at  the  age  of  puberty.     He  was  arrested,  and  a  medi- 

I  examination  of  the  female  was  had  by  three  physicians  and 

I  mtdwivea.     They  reported  that  they  found  "the  sexual 

pins  altered  and  tumid,  and  at  the  entrance  of  the  vagina, 

6  hymen  was  entirely  wanting;  the  whole  of  the  vagina  waa 

rotated,  inflamed,  and  of  a  deep-red  color,  but  particularly  SO 

|t  ibe  {wint  of  the  frscnulum."    The  vagina  was  dilated,  so  aB 

I  admit  a  finger  with  perfect  facility;  and  finally,  they  ob- 

ired  a  copious  discharge  of  purulent  and  sanguinolent  mat- 

The  medical  witnesses  gave  it  as  their  opinion,  that  thfl 

iDplainant  had  been  recently  deflowered,  and  that  the  abov»> 

mtioned  flux,  by  it£  quantity  and  appearance,  might  be  dd> 


•  Foder  J,  vol  it,  pp.  806,  8i 
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rived  from  a  mechanical  injury,  or  actnally  from  a  communi- 
cated gonorrhoea. 

The  girl  swore  that  the  discharge  commenced  immediaUHjf 
after  the  rape.  It  did  not  yield  to  the  ordinary  antiphlogistie 
treatment,  and  two  sabseqnent  examinations  by  the  same  phj* 
sicians  induced  them  to  lean  still  more  strongly  to  the  idea  of 
its  being  syphilitic. 

The  accused  (named  Crespi)  was  condemned.  His  case  was 
reviewed  by  Metaxa,  professor  of  anatomy  at  the  Sapiensa 
College,  and  the  argument  resolved  itself  into  two  points- 
first,  to  endeavor  to  set  aside  the  charge  of  rape;  and  second, 
to  demonstrate  the  pre-existence  of  leucorrhoea  in  the  female. 

On  the  first,  the  usual  objections  were  urged  as  to  the  uncer- 
tainty of  the  proof  to  be  derived  from  the  absence  of  the  rigna 
of  virginity,  and  it  was  argued  that  a  rape  thus  committed  on 
a  female  under  the  age  of  puberty,  should  have  left  more 
marked  and  severe  traces. 

His  observations  on  the  second  were  more  conclusive.  Con- 
demning the  insufficiency  of  the  examinations,  he  asserts  that 
the  actual  nature  of  the  affection  might  have  been  ascertained 
with  certainty.  Leucorrhoea  is  constantly  derived  from  the 
uterus,  while  gonorrhoea  does  not  extend  farther  than  the  ex- 
ternal organs.  If,  therefore,  these  last  be  washed  carefully^ 
and  inspected,  no  mistake  could  occur.  Again,  he  urged  that 
gonorrhoea  has  its  regular  periods  of  high  infiammation  and 
decline;  whereas  leucorrhoea  is  often  chronic,  and  increases 
and  diminishes  at  intermediate  times.  The  occurrence  of  the 
discharge  immediately  after  the  alleged  violence,  is  also  against 
the  idea  of  its  syphilitic  origin. 

Some  criticisms  on  the  depositions  of  the  examining  phy- 
sicians conclude  this  work  of  Prof.  Metaxa;  such  as  their 
speaking  of  most  acute  inflammation,  and  yet  no  pain  appeal^ 
ing  to  have  been  present;  the  vagina  was  much  inflamed,  and 
yet  it  could  be  examined  with  perfect  facility.  No  hemor- 
rhage, nor  inability  to  move,  appears  to  have  followed  the 
crime.  Further,  no  mention  was  made  of  the  presence  of  the 
carunculse  myrtiformes,  which  should  have  been  seen  from 
the  laceration  of  the  hymen. 


RA^.  SST 

9  Oar  Rathor  also  brought  testimony  to  prove  that  the  accuser 
B  of  a  ficrofuloos  habit,  and  at  a  verj  early  age  had  suffered 
from  leiicorrhoea. 
On  these  grounds,  Prof.  Metaxa,  and  twenty-eight  profefr 
1  and  physicians  at  Rome,  who  approved  and  signed  his 
iblication,  gave  an  opinion  in  favor  of  the  convicted  criminal. 
k  led  to  a  reversal  of  his  sentence. 

I  It  is  curiooB  to  remark,  and  the  abservation  is  a  shrewd  ons 
f  the  reviewer  whom  I  quote  below,  that  the  very  argument 
I  Prof.  Motaxa,  while  it  certainly  goes  to  prove  that  the 
sicians  were  wrong  in  supposing  gonorrhoea  to  be  prusen^ 
nngtbens  greatly  the  physical  proofs  of  rape.  We  should 
t  expect  marks  of  severe  injury  or  violent  inflammation  in 
parts  previously  relaxed  by  Icucorrhcca,  but  appearances  cor> 
responding  to  what  was  observed.  Such  indeed  was  probably 
the  truth  of  the  case,   and  the  Illustrissiino  Signor  Crispi 

Inped  from  a  sufficient  want  of  discrimination  on  a  collateral 
tnc  of  testimony.* 
I  add  the  following,  because  it  occurred  in  New  York: 
.Flynn  was  indicted  in  1822  for  an  assault  with  intent  to 
nmit  a  rape  on  a  child  aged  ten  years.  She  said  that  he 
d  taken  her  into  the  cellar,  and  kept  her  there  for  half  ao 
hour,  between  one  and  two  P.M.  At  night,  the  mother  found 
her  linen  discolored  and  stained  with  Mood;  and  in  a  short 
time,  symptoms,  of  what  Dr.  Brown,  one  of  the  witnesses,  con- 
sidered gonorrhcea,  came  on.  The  prisoner  was  put  into  Bride- 
well; and  Dr.  Walker,  the  attending  physician,  proposed  ao 
examination,  which  he  resisted  until  forced  thereto  by  tha 
police.  His  linen  was  found  discolored,  and  conclusive  marks 
of  disease  appeared.  On  the  trial,  these  facts  were  proved. 
Dr.  Mott,  for  the  prisoner,  stated  that  he  had  been  called  upon 
two  days  after  the  examination  hy  Dr.  Walker,  and  found  no 
ttuks  of  disease.     Ue  bad  also  visited  the  child,  and  was 

r«  gI>t»iD«d  bU  mj  knowledge  of  tbia  cnse  from  a  review  of  "  Dia- 
e  tttodiao-farcDie  riguardiole  la  causa  delta  Ulmo.  8ig.  Aohille 
Mnistto  dl  Etupm  immaturo.  Autore  Luigi  Melnia,  publica  pro- 
Mi.     Homa,  1B21;"  in  Chspman"*  Journal,  vol.  ii.  p.  427, 
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ancenain  whether  ic  w&s  the  reriercal  or  not — ^he  deemed  it 
impoi^sible  to  sell  at  that  age,  acd  under  the  circamstanoes  of 
the  case.  Dr.  Walker  was  again  called,  and  urged  in  ezplani^ 
tion,  tha:  br  using  proper  rezic-iics.  the  most  skillfiil  physician 
might  be  deceived  bv  the  r^:icn:«  and  the  disease  be  ao  fitr 
removed  as  not  to  l«  visible  in  ev^n  much  less  time  than  two 
dav*.  This  opinkn  was  conc^ime-i  in  bv  Dr.  Mott.  The  pri- 
soner was  found  juiliv.* 

2.  Can  a/Vifufc"  fv  nVti^^.i  d'Ann-j  sk^p  ttithout  her  know^ 
hJ'j<  f  If  the  sleep  has  b-een  caused  by  powerful  narcotic8| 
by  intoxication,  or  if  sync'^p^  cr  excessive  fatigue  be  presait| 
it  is  possible  that  this  may  occur :  and  i:  ought  then  to  be  con- 
sidered, to  all  intents,  a  rape.     In  such  cases,  the  quantity  of 


*  WhttLtr*  Cri-iir.**.  C;u«fw  tcI.  :.  p,  74- 

r*^/*i-nf  f  ♦P-.-^.-'i  ri  n  zx%»^i:}n\  :/  J-r-f. — Tae  f:>IIdviiig  is  quoCad 
frozi  A  peces:  wcrk  :a  :i*  re-ervAl  iis^.^M.  ^t  Mr.  X«on.  late  excerve  at 
tae  Fez^«  Vf-emI  H:«r::Al.  F&rif.  :f  viL-l  M.  Ricord  »  the  chief  ■•- 
dical  a::e£iA:i: :  "  ETerr  :  \  rv  in  =:«*iici=.«  vill  «:  oaoe  distxBfuish  vhaft  ht 
<^T-*  a  clip.  It  zzeau  :f  :!«  st-^-:c=.«  i^-.-xe  i««orib«d.  bat  such  a  pen«B 
EST  noc  l«  svire.  '^s:  s  s-^r^:::  vM=^::  slvsrs  ieciie  a:  once  whcihv 
a  dan  is  «uf*riB£  :i=i<r  a  r:-:rrijea  ,'r  -::,  ir»:Tiie.l  ao  discharge  te 
obserred.  a=i  tht  1*74  cf  :he  nreehrb  V>»  :i::  i-fjkse-i  asii  no  stains  seen  «i 
the  li=«B.  M.  R:>>rd  g~>es  'Ji«  f:ll:v:-i:  :-<;.u:r«  of  the  cocasioaal  4Slt' 
fccaisT.  He  was  ■;ri*r>5-i  by  s  n*^jcrs;e  :■:  £>«  a-  opiaion.  vheihcr  or  Ml 
a  prlf-:n«r.  «aii  :>:  haT«  T::*.a:<*i  a  £:rl.  vx5  lib.rlzz  cnier  p^aontaa. 
The  a«u5ed  jry5*-:<»i  no  sw^IUzr  :'  *--*  1:t«  :f  :i*  ci«a:cLs.  oa  pm> 
r^re.  so  lisclsr^  :*=#  fr:=  :h*  :ir«:i:ra.  azi  :i*r*  <xis:ed  ao  traecitf 
anT  Mcreiion  en  :h£  ?Lir?.  Wh^-  in-.«rr:ri:<'i.  -«  sail  uas  he  hadaait 
vs:«r  fix  hrurs  pr«T:v:ci>lT  :.:  his  «xa=ii=.i:i:n.  A«  M.  Ri-»ni  had  aomm 
fus;:>:i::L  b.«  .-^ier*"!  hi=i  :o  jass  li*  -ri-e  &:  .-r.-^e.  mi  ie^ired  one  of  th* 
piOi«r*  :o  vai^ii  his  jri«-:n*r;  ia  *ix  i:-r«  a?:<r.  M.  Ri.-'.'rl  rKomed  mad 
th<a  f:uni  aaiou^c^  cisri*  of  sa  exi$::nf  r:n:rT*»a:  the  prisoner 
fessed  ;lac  he  had  ziade  vazer  freTi:u^>  ::  :*:«  ir»  «xaainaiioa.  and 
takea  care  ;o  re£::>T«  :he  scv-r«ci:n  s»  s:cc  as  f^rzie*!.  bj  a  piece  of  liait 
vhich  he  2ai  ;cnc<alcd  fcr  :ha:  r-jrr^'M." 

The  E*Ti*'»<r  jis-j  ic-^:*  wie:h*r  prrrrri.ea  ..-an  Vt  pment  witkMt 
aa  ciTi:^$  t^ucmIat  fiil'.5«M  of  '^«  r:u.*«:-i5  =i-;=iY-raze.  This  should  te 
exasii3<>i  viil  a  lens^  On  CTeriinj:  :ie  11 7«  :f  :*«  urvchra.  i;  is  ttchcr  m«b 
i:rvi.  vi:h  psacccazel  n-In«<s,  ani  s  f^=.:>a^ra£«*i  arpearaace.  as  if  th« 
ff^iihelisa  v«re  paruiHr  r«:;oT«d.  cr  :~«  T\eins  c'  :he  sisccos  aicfl 
CBJtfSfd  aad  :cr:t::«sw    ^edic^-ChirtiT^ica:  R<t:«v.  J^jJtj,  1^1.) 


itDpefying  drags  administered  may  be  so  great  fts  to  render 

wiei  unable,  even  if  awakened  by  the  violence,  to  withdraw 

■htm  it.     The  proof  of  the  crime  is  to  be  obtained  from  the 

Hhgnry  sufitained;  from  the  symptoms  attendant  on  the  ex- 

'UbUion  of  narcotics,  if  they  have  been  given,  which  will  be 

aotioed  under  the  head  of  Vegetable  Poisons ;  and  finally,  by 

(what   may  certainly  happen)   pregnancy  occurring,  and  its 

a  corresponding  to  the  above  era.     As  to  natural  sleep,  I 

tally  disbelieve  its  possibility  with  a.  pure  person.    The  medi- 

i  faculty  of  Leipsic,  however,  in  1660  decided  that  it  might 

I  accomplished.     I  prefer,  however,  the  opinion  of  the  juri- 

1  faculty  of  Jena,  who,  in  a  similar  case,  onlj  allowed  the 

Kcptiona   already  stated.*      As    to   females   accustomed  tO 

:iial  intercourse,  it  has  been  supposed  practicable;   but  if 

t  do  agreu  to  that  opinion,  the  circumstances  certainly  should 

I  very  corroborative.      Some  degree  of  skepticism  may,  I 

think,  be  permitted  concerning  it.f 

.  3.  J)oe»  pregnancy  ever  follow  rape  f  On  this  question  a 
Mt  diversity  of  opinion  has^  existed.  It  was  formerly  sup* 
1  that  a  certain  degree  of  enjoyment  was  necessary  in 
•  to  cause  conception,  and  accordingly  the  presence  of 
pregnancy  was  deemed  to  exclude  the  idea  of  a  rape.  Late 
writers,  however,  urge  that  the  functions  of  the  uterine  system 
»re,  in  a  great  degree,  independent  of  the  will ;  and  that  there 
may  be  phytkal  constraint  on  those  organs,  sufficient  to  in- 
dace  the  required  state,  althougb  the  will  itself  is  not  con- 
senting. Wc  do  not  know,  nor  shall  probably  ever  know, 
what  ia  necessary  to  cause  conception;  but  if  we  reason  from 
ualogy,  we  shall  certainly  find  cases  where  females  have  con- 


PTkc  Fftcullj  of  Leipaie  decided,  "  dormienten  in  aellit  virginem  ingciam 
"    (Vdeallni  NoTelln,   pp.   30.  81.)     In   big   Introduction, 
Dlbor  gne«rB  at  the  ridiculouB  decision  in  thil  cue:  "Nan 
t,  qui  cUusos  et  oonniyenie^  habtot  ooulos." 
Iiqaeation,  Fo<lor£,  Tol.iT.  [1.  S6T:  Capnran.  p.  62j  Smith,  p. 

8.  pp.  Sfl,  sdJ  99-0.      TliiB  lut  doubtB  in  powibilitj, 

E~E~lfca  eicepiions  aUied  in  llie  Icit. 
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odred  while  under  the  influence  of  narcotics,  of  intoxication^ 
and  eyen  of  asphyxia,  and  consequently  without  knowing  or 
partaking  of  the  enjoyment  that  is  insisted  on.  I  should,  there- 
fore, consider  that  pregnancy  was  not  incompatible  with  the 
idea  of  rape,  under  the  limitations  already  laid  down.  Sere* 
ral  writers  on  this  subject  are,  however,  of  a  different  opinion, 
and  particularly  Dr.  Bartley,  who  goes  so  far  as  to  recommend 
that  pregnancy  shall  be  considered  a  proof  of  acquiescenoe; 
and  that  in  order  to  ascertain  this,  the  punishment  of  the 
criminal  be  delayed  till  the  requisite  time.* 

The  law  is  in  accordance  with  the  opinion  advanced  above. 
Foder^  mentions  that  there  is  a  decree  of  the  parliament  of 
Toulouse,  which  decides  in  the  affirmative,  and  that  on  the 
opinion  of  physicians  who  reported,  ^^Posse  quidem  volunia^ 
tern  eogif  Bed  non  naturuniy  quce  semel  irritata  pensi  voluntaU 
ferveacity  rationiSy  et  voluntatis  sensus  amitten%."'\  The  Eng* 
lish  law  anciently  appears  to  have  considered  pregnancy  at 
destroying  the  validity  of  the  accusation.  Dalton  quotes 
Stamford,  Britton,  and  Finch,  in  favor  of  this  opinion;  bat 
later  writers,  and  in  particular  Hawkins  and  Hale,  question 
its  correctness,  and  deny  its  being  law4  ^'^^  ^^  formerljf 
supposed,"  says  East,  ''that  if  a  woman  conceived,  it  was  no 
rape,  because  that  showed  her  consent;  but  it  is  now  admitted 
on  all  hands,  that  such  an  opinion  has  no  sort  of  foundation 
either  in  reason  or  law."§ 


*  Bartley,  p.  43.  The  scope  of  his  argument  is,  that  the  depressing 
sions,  such  as  fear,  terror,  etc.,  will  preyent  the  necessary  orgasm  firan 
occurring.  Farr  intimates  a  similar  opinion,  (page  48;)  and  so  do« 
Meierius,  the  editor  of  Brendel,  (note,  p.  99.)  Those  who  entertain  tkt 
belief  maintained  in  the  text,  are  Capuron,  p.  57 ;  Foder^  toL  It.  pi.  8d0  j 
Metzger,  pp.  257,  486. 

**  It  is  not  perhaps  altogether  impossible,"  says  Dr.  Good,  "that  im^tf- 
nation  should  take  place  in  the  case  of  a  rape,  or  where  there  is  a  great 
repugnancy  on  the  part  of  the  female  ;  for  there  may  be  so  high  a  tone  of 
constitutional  orgasm  as  to  be  beyond  the  control  of  the  indiyidual  who  il 
thus  forced,  and  not  to  be  repressed  even  by  a  yirtuous  recoil,  or  a  senso  of 
horror  at  the  time."  (Good's  Study  of  Medicine,  toL  iv.  p.  100.) 

t  Foder^,  toI.  It.  p.  860.  %  Burns'  Justice,  art  JKqpiu 

2  East's  Crown  Law,  toI.  L  p.  445.    In  connection  with  this,  it  has  ben 


A  few  vordfl  are  necessary  on  the  crime  agaimt  nature,  and 

Y  TatLj  be  properly  introduced  here.*     It  may  be  required 

I  examine  tbc  individual  on  wtiom  it  has  been  committedi   ■ 

t  without  consent,  inflammation,  «xcoriation,  heat  and  contib  I 

n  will  probably  be  present.     The  effects  of  a  frequent  repe^ 
BtioD  of  the  crime,  arc  a  dilatation  of  the  sphincters,  ulcera- 
fOOB  OD  the  parts,  or  a  livid  appearance,  and  thickening.     It    i 
I  been  suggested,  that  secondary  symptoms  of  lues  might'  j 
t  mistaken  for  these;  but  I  am  hardly  of  this  opinion.     Na  J 
tti,  however,  ought  to  be  condemned   on   medical  prooft 
Dlely.     The  physician   should   only  deliver   his  opinion  IQ  1 

r  or  against  an  accusation  already  preferred. f 
^  The   panishment   of    this   crime    has    always    been    signalt 
nth  was  prescribed  by  the  Jewish  and  Roman  laws,  and  1 

■  still  by  the  English ;  and  where  both  consent,  provided  thfl 

!  oo  whom  it  is  committed  m  shove  the  age  of  fourteen^ 
tth  are  punished.     In  this  State,  it  was  also  formerly  mads   ! 
yitsi,  but  now  is  changed  to  imprisonment  for  life. 

d  whether  pregnaacj  ms;  rollov  dcQor&tionT     I  upprebead  that  thif    j 

■  to  be  mmwered  Id  the  affirmatiTe,  slthougb  the  imlaDceB  arc  com  para  tivelf    ' 
it  is  quite  eommoo,  in  caees  of  Beduction,  to  swear  tbat  there  has  bi 

18 ;  and  although  this  ma;  be  douhtcd  in  some,  jet  In  ] 
■  there  ia  bardlj  juat  ground  lo  disbclieie  a  aolemii  aSrmatioa.  I^  i 
M  hM*  oocaaionattj,  I  presume,  acourred  to  moat  pbyaicians,  on  oompnrinc  J 
f  getlatioD  nitb  the  period  of  marriage,  (o  render  it  probablt  ] 
It  lh«  prtgaimcj  saaat  hare  happened  at  the  earliest  possible  term. 
"Ct  <tui  read  ao  premier  aoit  infructuei,  (sufs  Aletiger,  p,  486,}  c'est  4 
■  mTM,  1>  prccipilalioa  de  rhomme,  bien  plutat  que  \a  douleur  qui  soil  1% 

E^obel  est  dgalement  de  cet  atig," 
y  Tk*  foUowing  eilract  is  curious,  aiid  for  want  of  a.  bolter  place,  I  nibi  1 
^  it  here;  "De  tousles  orimesoonlreloa  personnea,  Tattentat  1  1»  pudcoj  ■ 
|t«<bll  poor  lequel  I'influenee  dea  saisous  est  le  plus  iJTidenlo.  Sur  iM  j 
.  ds  oel  esp^ce,  on  en  oomplj  en  616,  36;  au  printemps,  25;  et  f 
u,  21 :  et  en  hirer,  18  seulement."  (Ouerr;,  Easai  sur  la  Statiatiqua 
ia  d«  la  Prance,  Paris,  18S3,  page  20.) 

l,*oL  L  p.  aS2i  Foderd,  ToL  It.  p.  874;  Mahon,  *d1.  L  p,  If 


S42  KAPB. 


NOTE. 

Alleged  Rape, — I  am  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  Dr.  D.  B.  Bollen,  of 
Cork,  for  the  narrative  of  the  following  case.  He  was  pleased  to  traiumit 
a  copy  of  it,  published  in  the  **  Dublin  Medical  Press,"  of  March  26, 1840» 
through  my  brother,  Dr.  John  B.  Beck,  of  New  York. 

At  the  Cork  spring  assiies  of  1888,  two  brothers,  of  the  name  of  Otl- 
laghan,  were  tried  before  Sergeant  Greene,  upon  a  charge  of  having  Tiolaied 
and  otherwise  abused  a  woman  of  the  name  of  Sarah  Fleming.  The  aeenied 
were  respectable  persons. 

The  prosecutrix  testified  that  she  was  married,  had  a  child  in  the  house  of 
industry,  and  two  others  (girls)  elsewhere.  She  had  been  acting  in  tht 
capacity  of  nurse-tender  in  the  North  Infirmary,  from  which  place  she  was 
returning  on  the  evening  previous  to  the  morning  of  the  alleged  outrage, 
when  she  was  accosted  on  the  North  Bridge  by  a  man,  who  told  her,  ameiig 
other  things,  that  her  sister  was  coming  from  Clonmel,  and  was  taken  ill  «i 
the  road,  and  that  he  was  looking  for  her.  Hearing  this,  the  witneH 
accompanied  the  man  to  several  places,  and  he  entered  a  house,  from  whioh 
returning,  he  said  **  She  is  not  there."  They  walked  together  nntQ  Umj 
arrived  at  Mallow  Lane,  when  the  clock  having  struck  twelve,  she  beoeae 
alarmed,  and  said  she  wished  to  be  at  her  lodg^ings.  She,  however,  remained 
with  him,  as  it  appears,  a  half  an  hour,  and  during  all  this  time  hie  lea* 
guage,  as  she  stated,  was  proper.  A  woman  now  came  up,  and  said:  "Ii 
that  you,  Bill?"  to  which  the  man  replied:  "This  is  my  sister,*'  addiagi 
*'thiB  woman  (witness)  wants  to  sleep  with  you;"  and  she  said,  **  Yee,  and 
welcome."  After  some  fUrlher  conversation,  the  clock  struck  one,  when 
another  man  came  up,  and  they  whispered  together.  They  soon  made  eC 
and  arriving  at  a  lane  near  Dominick  Street,  the  first  man  pushed  her  ia, 
upon  which  two  other  men  came  up,  one  of  them  disguised  with  a  e^ 
which  nearly  covered  his  face.  She  thought  of  the  Callaghans  at  this  tiiB% 
one  of  them  being  lame.  Becoming  alarmed,  she  clung  round  the  flnt 
man,  when  Patrick  Callaghan  knocked  her  down.  Here  the  proseoatrix 
described  the  outrage,  which  she  said  was  participated  in  by  all  three.  Ske 
swore  also,  that  not  only  had  the  prisoners  committed  the  offence  charged, 
but  that  they  had  subsequently  treated  her  in  a  manner  the  most  bmteL 
They  then  tied  her  up  to  the  wall,  leaving  her  exposed ;  and  that  in  tkat 
state  she  was  found  in  the  morning ;  that  she  had  lost  her  senses,  wUeh 
did  not  return  to  her  until  she  found  herself  in  the  infirmary. 

The  principal  facts  elicited  on  her  cross-examination  were,  that  ahe  ad- 
mitted having  acted  improperly  with  three  different  men.  The  present  wM 
the  third  time  she  had  appeared  against  the  Callaghans  in  a  court  of  jus* 
tice;  the  first  time  was  when  she  prosecuted  Patrick  for  an  assault  apOB 
her  daughter,  a  child  eleven  years  old,  when  he  was  convicted  and  senteneed 
to  six  months*  confinement.  She  bad  been  offered  money  as  an  indnoemettft 
not  to  prosecute,  but  she  refused  it.     The  next  prosecution  was  for  in 


safb:  S48 

It  h«rs«lf  lit  Mklloo  Lane,  when  thsj  irere  noqiiiired.     During  the 
Klill  she  neither  screamed  nor  bawled.     She  coald  not  do  cilher,  u  Ihcj 

raed  K  rope  araund  her  neck,  and  stuffed  her  mouth  with  hay. 
•BiebolBS  Duggaa  deposed,  that  on  the  momiDg  in  question,  between  four 
o'clock,  OD  proceeding  from  Lis  own  housd,  he  Ban  the  pruaecutrix 
B  pcHntion  described  in  her  own  evidonoe :  thnt  he  met  n  woman  lowcs 
a  the  lane,  whom  he  begged  for  God's  sahe  to  retie«c  ihe  praaeoutrix 
B  the  stAte  in  vhieb  she  was.     When  released,  she  whispered  the  womaa 

d  for  Sergeant  Hobineon. 

matable  Robinson  describad  Ihe  oontlilioa  of  the  prJBoner.     He  hud  her 

e  infirmary,  and  took  her  slatcment      lie  then  proceeded  ta 

it  Uic  Calleghaas,  at  seTen  o'clock,  but  did  not  oblain  aJmiaBion  iat« 

«  for  hair  HD  hour.     Patrick  appeared  pale  and  frightened.     H« 

k  tltvin  into  oustodj,  and  gave  them  in  charge  to  the  police.      One  of  lilt 

:  '■  t  BUpposo  this  is  Sarah  Fleming  again.'  ' 

B  Dietlical  teBlimoo;  is  thus  given  by  Dr.  Dullcn;  Whet)  this  woln4a 

t  brought   lo  iho  North  Infirmary,  on   the  22d  of  September,  she  coih 

ne  time  in  a  stale  of  apparect  inBcnsibtlitj,     Her  mouth  "wta 

I  quanlil;  of  dry  grass,  and  a  piece  of  cord  waa  Grnilr  tia4 

a  It  in  the  manner  of  a  gag.     On  her  cheat  were  alight  oontuaiona,  and 

bwriata  were  firmly  bound  together  witli  pieces  of  thick  whip-cord.     On 

g  her  elothea,  the  neck  of  a  common  black  bottle  fell  from  bctweeft 

r  tfaigha  upon  the  floor.     When  quoelioned,  after  some  time,  as  to  tha 

heing  found  in  this  lilualion,  she  told  pretty  nearly  ihe  Bame  alorj 

d  at  the  trial,  with  souiu  particul&ra  which  did  nut  appear  in  h<( 

She  said  that  afler  each  of  Ihe  tiiroe  CallaghaoB  liad  riolaled 

1^  Uiaj  forced  either  a  stick  or  some  other  hard  eubstance,  and  afterward! 

common  black  bottle,  into  tbe  Tagina ;  that  the;  Bluffed  he> 

k  wllil  gnua  and  gagged  her;  that  they  bound  her  wrists  logether,  and 

Mdk  tied  her  clothes  ubgie  her  head,  suspended  her  by  the  cordH  from  tli4 

g  of  lh«  window,  where  the  walchman  found  her.     llr.  Howe,  undw 

wlwe  e*re  ihe  waa  placed,  made  a  atrict  ezaminalion  of  her  perann  a  few 

kmua  aAcr  being  brought  into  the  hospital.     There  waa  no  mark  of  bruisM 

^OB  her  thighs,  nor  any  appearance  of  violence  about  the  pudenda.     Cob* 

«  indentations  had  been  left  about  the  wilsta  where  the  strings  b 

B  iWd,  and  when  a  hand  wna  applied  to  the  oonluaions  on  her  slieat,  i 

d  atid  appeared  to  Buffer  great  pain.    She  expectorated  bioody  aaliTa 

utltj.  and  with  consummate  art  developed  tbe  several  aymplome  whioti 

w  •xp«sted  to  fallow  the  injuries  ebe  pretended  to  have  received, 

r  Hove  diainuiod  her  story  from  the  commencement,  but  the  oonsialeat 

nUJiaer  in  which  she  told  it,  and  the  extraordinary  facility 

fc  wbieh  ehe  Bunulaled  the  appearances  af  disease,  made  a  strong  iiupre»- 

a  la  bar  faver  on  tbe  minds  of  many.     It  waa  resolvud  to  seem  to  plao* 

it  reliance  on  the  truth  of  everything  slio  said,  and  to  treat  her  with 

hgwiCTt  oomnilsoration. 

a  day*  aner  her  admission  into  the  hospital,  a  little  before  the 
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hour  of  risit,  a  stream  of  water  was  seen  flowing  Arom  under  her  bed;  om 
being  asked  what  was  the  matter,  she  said  "she  had  lost  all  power  oyer  tiM 
bladder,  haying  felt  it  tare  when  the  Gallaghans  forced  the  bottle  into  hm 
body."  Dr.  Howe  immediately  passed  the  catheter  into  the  urethra,  and 
making  an  eramination  per  yaginam,  found  the  parts  in  a  natural  and 
healthy  state.  Two  days  after  this  occurrence,  she  began  again  to  ezpeo- 
torate  bloody  saliya,  spitting  upon  the  floor  so  as  to  attract  attention,  and 
oomplained  of  seyere  pain  in  the  chest,  the  consequence,  she  said,  of  the  Ib* 
juries  she  receiyed  on  the  night  of  the  assault.  Her  mouth  being  ^*«^"»««t4, 
it  was  eyident  that  her  gums  had  been  scratched,  and  that  the  bloody  salifa 
had  been  produced  by  sucking  them. 

She  was  now  taxed  with  deceit,  and  accused  of  haying  inyented  a  ftlat 
and  horrible  tale,  with  intent  to  swear  away  the  Utos  of  three  innocent  nua. 
She  listened  with  an  air  of  oalm  resignation,  and  replied  with  gentlenew, 
"God  forgiye  you,  gentlemen;  wait  awhile,  and  you  shall  see  how  you 
wrong  me.  That  night,  when  it  became  dark,  she  found  her  way  into  the 
Look  Ward  of  the  infirmary,  from  which  she  was  turned  out  by  the  nana 
tender.  The  eyening  after.  Dr.  Bullen  (who  is  a  surgeon  of  the  Infiraaiy) 
paid  a  late  yisit  to  the  hospital,  and  missing  Sarah  Fleming  from  her  bed, 
he  searched  for  her,  and  found  her  again  in  the  Lock  Ward ;  being  asked 
what  she  wanted  there,  she  appeared  much  confused,  and  made  an  eqnivo- 
oating  answer.  In  a  week  after,  haying  been  reproached  as  an  impoMeTt 
and  subsequent  to  her  nocturnal  yisits  to  the  Lock  Ward,  she  reqaetlad 
Dr.  Howe  to  examine  her,  as  she  felt  some  soreness  about  the  ynlva.  He 
did  so,  and  found  yenereal  chancres,  apparently  in  the  first  state  of  foiiMb- 
tion.  Hearing  the  character  of  these  sores  pronounced,  the  woman  triumph* 
antly  exclaimed:  "See,  gentlemen,  how  you  wronged  an  innocent  womaa; 
as  God  may  judge  me,  I  got  this  disorder  from  the  Gallaghans  the  sight 
they  assailed  me."  Information  of  this  circumstance  was  immediately  eott* 
reyed  to  the  prisoners,  who  had  been  confined  in  prison  since  the  22d,  wad 
they  were  examined  by  the  late  Dr.  Eyans,  who  gaye  a  certificate  that  neithir 
of  the  three  brothers  presented  the  slightest  trace  of  the  yenereal  diaeaae. 

As  the  testimony  of  Dr.  Howe,  and  the  certificates  of  Drs.  Eraiui  wad 
Heyenden,  both  since  dead,  showed  that  no  indication  of  yiolence  to  jnaiitf 
the  charge  of  it  had  been  discoyered,  the  prisoners  were  acquitted.  Sarah 
Fleming  was  committed  to  the  city  jail,  upon  an  indictment  for  peijnry. 

In  May,  immediately  following  these  March  assiies.  Dr.  Bullen  took  th« 
medical  charge  of  the  prisoners  in  the  city  jail,  for  his  friend.  Dr.  Nagnty 
who  had  gone  to  London.  He  found  Sarah  Fleming  in  the  infirmary  of  th« 
prison,  confined  to  bed,  in  consequence,  as  she  asserted,  of  the  iigories  aha 
had  received  on  the  night  when  assaulted  by  the  Gallaghans.  When  aha  wai 
informed  that  she  was  to  be  placed  under  his  care,  she  broke  out  into  th« 
most  yiolent  invectiye  and  abuse,  and  said,  "that  as  he  had  helped  to  fvlft 
her  character  in  the  North  Infirmary,  he  was  now  come  to  peraeonta  her  to 
death  in  the  prison.**  After  some  days,  she  appeared  really  ill,  and  ha  aa^ 
oeeded  with  some  difliculty  in  calming  her  indignation.    She  aeamed  to  ba 


vlng  under  lome  ver;  severe  ftbdominsl  diseasB.  There  wiu  grett  swell- 
d  leiid*niPBB  of  the  whole  bell;,  but  more  especial];  abore  Ihe  pabjc. 
n*  alomaeli  was  exiremel;  irritable,  imme-dialel;  T^ecliag  eretTthing  ah* 
ivallowed.  Oer  pulse  130,  and  Ter;  bdibII  :  tongue  foul  aod  pnrclied  i  akin 
kM  and  dr;.  Dr.  Bultea  asked  Id  see  her  alvine  evBcualioas.  which  Tartu- 
MMlj  bad  been  kepi,  and  found  them  perfectlj  naturnl.  On  aeeiDg  him 
MBila,  thu  aaid  quickly,  ■■  You  ms;  emile,  but  look  at  mj  urine."  The  nrin« 
Vu  Bbundant,  hut  heaTil;  loaded  with  rop;  inucus,  and  deepl;  tiD|[cd  witk 
Uood.  ]n  the  bottom  of  the  chamber-pot  vub  a  very  curious  looking  ledi- 
Bml.  which  h*  found  to  consist  of  powdered  mortar  and  ashes.  He  inquired 
if  she  ynxit  meBKlruaiing,  and  found  she  was  not;  but  the  mirse-tender  toll 
Un>  Itut  (here  wat  ft  discharge  from  the  vagina  of  an  eitremcl;  affenelTc 
ckarMiIcr,  and  her  linen  was  marked  with  tk  muoD-purulent  discharge.  Tka 
■ppcKnuce  of  the  urine  wb«  both  perplexing  and  suspicious.  On  (be  oD« 
kantl,  the  rop;  mucus  and  blood  miicd  with  it,  and  the  tenderness  ou  pree- 
Mre;  and  on  the  other,  the  powdered  ntorlar  and  ashes.  Dr.  BuHeD  directed 
ber  bed  to  be  placed  in  the  centre  of  a  large  room,  remoyed  from  the  walla 
ud  fin-place.  He  ordered  her  to  be  closely  watched,  and  all  her  disohargM 
M  be  cMwfull;  removed  and  put  aside  for  examination.  The  next  da;  sh« 
nm  aUrmiagl;  ill ;  Ihe  tension  and  pain  of  the  abdomen  had  much  incrcaseil. 
She  could  not  bear  the  slightest  pressure  over  the  pubis,  and  Ihe  discharge 
from  the  Tagina  was  much  increased  and  Ter;  offensive.  In  spile  of  the 
aiost  dclcmiined  resistance  on  her  part,  he  made  an  eiaminatiou  per  tagU 
MB,  kntl  found  it  completel;  blocked  up  with  a  large  ealit)  bott;,  which, 
with  much  difficult;,  he  eitracted,  and  found  to  bo  a  large  ruugli  paving 
iUm.'  The  miserable  woman  turned  to  him  and  exclaimed,  "  Ood  forgiTS 
jtn:  that  is  Ihe  stone  the  Callagbans  forced  into  m;  bod;,  and  the  docton 
II  the  infinnar;  eould  not  make  it  out." 
Mr.  Dillon,  Uemonslralor  at  the  Ba;al  College  of  Surgeons,  Dublin,  had 
>Bnied  Dr.  Bullen  that  da;  to  see  tbe  prisoner,  and  BBsisLed  him  in 
Mfltig  the  Blone.  which  weighed  seven  ounces.  It  must  have  been  lodgod 
w  lime  in  the  vagina,  as  it  was  thickly  coated  with  a  white  calcareoiu 
m  and  la;era  of  thickensd  mucus. 

«  than  a  week  her  life  was  in  imminent  danger.     High  inflammft- 
■  of  tile  tileruB  and  coals  of  the  bladder,  involving  (he  peritoneum,  took 
Ml  aeoompaiiied  b;  deep  ulcerniion  and  sloughing  of  the  mucous  mem- 
»  «f  the  vagina;  and  for  some  days  the  case  bad  ever;  appearance  of 
in  recto-vaginal  flstula. 

Bar;  of  this  prison  opened  into  a  garden,  to  which  the  stok  pri- 

aeoesB,  and  in  this  garden  were  heaps  of  stunea  similar  to  lh4t 

■  frvtn  the  prisoner.    For  Ihe  three  months  during  which  Sarah  Fleming 

d  BlideT  Dr,  BuUen's  care,  she  continued  persevcringlj  to  simulate 

Es  with  great  perseverance  a^id  remarkable  Gdelit;  of  execu- 

It  «ll  evidanll;  with  the  design  lo  multiply  proofs  of  the  injuries  received 

■  the  Ckllkghana. 

U  tbe  eaanlBg  Angust  assizes  she  was  tried  fur  perjur;,  convicted,  and 
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Bentenoed  to  transportation.  <*Mr.  Morphy,  gOTomor  of  the  city  jaO,  in- 
fbrmed  me  afterwards,  that  Arom  the  moment  of  oonriction,  the  demeaaor  of 
this  woman  became  completely  changed,  and  that  the  report  of  her  condiut 
on  the  passage  to  New  South  Wales  was  extremely  fsTorable." 

Remarkable  as  is  this  case  for  the  malignant  perseveranoe  of  the  aceoMr, 
and  improbable  as  the  occurrence  of  a  similar  attempt  may  seem,  yet  tt 
should  not  be  forgotten  that  the  lires  of  the  Callaghans  might  hare  hmm 
Ibrftited,  had  not  an  immediate  examination  been  made  by  Dr.  Howe.  Not 
only  in  Ireland,  but  I  think  in  some  parts  of  thb  country,  accusations  of 
rape  are  increasing.  They  are  rery  readily  preferred,  and  they  depend  for 
proof  on  the  testimony  of  the  accuser  alone.  Should  it  not  be  required  that 
an  early  examination  be  made  in  these  cases  by  a  medical  practitioner.  Mad 
in  default  of  a  speedy  application  for  that  purpose,  that  the  charge  be  pro- 
portionably  discredited? 

[Rape  on  pertons  under  the  in^^uenee  of  awesthetie  agents. — Since  the  VM  of 
aniesthetic  agents,  (sulphuric  and  chloric  ether,  chloroform,  and  amyleBe,)by 
inhalation,  has  entered  into  the  practice  of  medicine,  surgery,  and  dentiiliy, 
tOTeral  instanci>8  hare  occurred  in  which  it  has  been  charged  that  rape  VM 
commie  ted  upon  persons  while  under  the  influence  of  these  agents.  Tko 
an«p9thetic  agent  may  be  administered  ostensibly  for  a  proper  purpose:  ftr 
example,  to  obriate  suffering  tVom  a  painful  dental  operation,  with  a  prodo 
tennination  on  the  part  of  the  otfender  to  commit  the  crime;  or,  bftviag 
been  administered  for  such  a  purpose,  the  olTence  may  be  committed  witkoMt 
baring  been  premeditated:  but  in  either  case,  both  in  a  moral  and  logpl 
sense,  the  otTonce  is  rape,  if  the  act  be  perpetrated  when  the  iijared  party 
has  neither  the  ability  to  gire  her  consent  nor  to  offer  resistance.  The  pi|^ 
siological  effects  of  anesthetic  inhalations  are  highly  important  in 
to  this  subject.  Without  going  into  a  full  consideration  of  these  effects, 
which  the  reader  is  referrevi  to  special  treatises  or  works  on  the 
uedica.  it  mar  be  assumed  thar— <;>«'.  a  state  of  insensibility  maybe  inc 
rendering  the  pers«>n  as  completely  unconscious  of  the  Tiolation  of  her 
titr  at  the  time  a^  if  she  were  fully  narcouxed  by  opium  or  any  sta| 
drug:  4^\*m>L  she  may  be  rendered  partially  unconscious^  or  thrown  ialo  ft 
state  in  which  she  has  no  ade^lua:e  appreciation  of  the  outrage,  altko^^ 
more  or  l^s^  c\>gn*san:  of  irs  C03txi::al:  and  -ttr-i.  the  p^wer  of  opposido^ 
either  by  words  or  acctw'us^  may  be  taken  away  or  impaired,  cren  if  tko 
l^^ttlczes  of  the  oilni  are  re-rained  suffictenclr  to  understand  the  innntioa  of 

m 

tW  cnminal  party.  In  whicheTer  of  cheee  conditions  the  person  b^  bo 
when  the  act  is  conn  let  ed.  the  crisi'.aaiu^T  of  the  act  is  of  coarse  the 
bat«  tn  view  of  the  second  and  t^:rd  coB'I::::&Sb  in  wbich  the  coi 
Is  not  loec.  the  ^ueetion  arisee..  how  fir  is  it  rr.'>per  and  snfe  to 
lostiauny  of  the  person  beZiering  herself  cj>  have  been  octiaged,  no  tn  ttn 
ihsiisnirsni.sa  which  transpired  while  partially  aader  the  inffnencn  of  Ml 
UMMchecic  a^nc!  Obeerr^ktion  saow^  tha:  hAlI'2cixa:ion5  and  drinMSOOf 
Hnih  OR  ft«|ttenftZf  exp«rteBC«d  whiLe  naicr  the  a 
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e  kgtnU,  la  ■  degree  Tailing  sborr  of  insensibiliLj,  Tn  fast,  no  ons, 
k  bs«  irilneMed  rtp«Btedlj  the  emplujment  of  these  ngenta,  can  huve 
1  to  pprceiTe  the  CTidence  of  this  in  tlie  luigukge  and  aotiona  whioh 
B  accomp&D7  tbelr  uie.  It  »,  moreover,  obserTed  tbnl  lliGoe  b&llucitia- 
•  and  deluBJODS  ins;  remain  after  Ihe  immedinle  effecls  of  iheee  ageutj 
■  paaved  otl,  ta  [hat  it  iit  gomelimes  difficult  for  the  person  to  be  per- 
d  tbat  eTCDtfl  purely  imaginary  did  not  actuallj  transpire.  Still  ftir* 
t,  it  ia  well  established  by  obeortation,  that  in  some  cues  eioHement  of 
i  propensity  is  an  offeet  of  Iheaa  agents,  and  persoDS  have  ad- 
,  after  recorering  fully  their  menial  faculties,  that  they  supposed 
engaged  in  Iho  act  of  cailion.  These  coosiderations  leave 
1  for  great  doubt  concerning  [he  reliabililj  of  (eslimony  based  on  thi 
r  events  white  under  the  inSuence  of  annsthetio  agents,  unleM 
y  be  sustained  by  CDrroboraliv«  evidence. 
«  ofmach  interest  and  itnportanae,  in  connection  with  the  point  just 
1.  occurred  in  Philadelphia,  in  1 SM.  Tlio  party  charged  with  rape  wm 
•  n«p«elable  dentist  in  that  cily.  The  perion  claiming  lo  bare  been  vio- 
lated was  a  young  lady  of  unimpeachable  character,  who  WM  under  an 
eogagement  of  marriage.  She  teetilied  that  she  went  to  Ihe  office  of  th* 
deotisi,  who  had  engaged  to  plug  one  of  her  teeth.  The  operation  proving 
punful.  he  gave  her  Ihe  choice  between  bsvicg  something  put  into  the  (ootli 
lo  diMroy  the  nerve,  and  inhating  ether  She  chose  Ihe  latter.  After  in- 
haling the  elber  from  a  iroal)  napkin  for  some  lime,  she  fell  diizy,  cold,  and 
amnb,  bat  did  not  lose  her  aonsciousneBs.  From  this  time  her  testimony 
esbracv*  a  detailed  account  of  all  that  Iranapired  during  a  period  somewhat 
lew  tJian  two  hours,  Aceording  to  this  leatimony,  the  dentist,  after  taking 
entun  Indelicate  liberties,  raised  her  clotlies.  passed  hia  arm  around  her 
sadar  her  olotfaes,  drawing  her  lo  the  edge  of  the  dentist's  chair  in  whioli 
ik*  «H  Mtting,  and  effected  enirance  into  her  person.  During  this  tims 
Ur  VfM  were  dosed ;  she  did  not  know  wlial  was  hia  position  Dor  witnet* 
V#  on  his  part.  She  was  confidcDt  of  Ihe  penelratioa  ol'  her  per- 
{VfrciB  k  sense  of  pniu  in  the  pari.  She  declared  (hat  she  wag 
Kte  cry  out  or  lo  reaisL  After  he  had  left  her  and  gone  to  tba 
»  opened  ber  eyes,  and  saw  tliat  her  clothes  were  raised,  fib* 
1  her  tyee  again.  lie  returned  to  her  side,  put  down  ber 
t  kei  into  the  seat,  and  in  a  few  moments  told  ber  it  would  bt 
^fCtraet  a  tooth.  Sbe  expressed  fear  of  being  hurt,  and  he  gava 
V  and  exiraeted  Ihe  toolh.  lie  aAerwardB  assisted  her  lo  riH, 
•'  to  a  rock ing-oh air.  He  then  left  the  room  for  a  few  momenta, 
■  MtMraeJ  with  nnother  lady.  In  a  short  time  ilie  witness  left  the  house, 
I  pmlously  mode  an  appointment  to  come  again  on  the  following 
■ii  oeourrence  taking  place  on  Friday.  She  did  not  in  any  man- 
La  to  the  dentist  her  knowledge  «f  the  treatment  which  she  had 
After  leaving  Ibe  bouse  she  walked  to  the  residence  of  an  inti' 
1,  atopping  on  the  whj  at  a  confcclioncr'e  and  gelling  some  ice- 
i«  dined  with  the  family,  rode  out  in  the  aflernoon  with  tbem,  and 
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in  the  evening  eommonioated,  for  the  first  time,  what  had  taken  place,  to  tlit 
ladj  of  the  house  where  she  stayed.  The  menses  appeared  on  that  eroning^ 
which  was  at  the  regular  period. 

It  does  not  appear  Arom  the  testimony  that  there  was  any  sense  of  local 
iigury.  No  subsequent  pain  or  soreness  was  complained  of.  No  examiiui- 
tion  was  made  of  her  person  by  herself  on  that  day.  An  examination  by  % 
physician  was  not  made  at  any  time.  She  obsenred  nothing  on  her  garmcntc 
prior  to  the  appearance  of  the  menses.* 

The  dentist  was  found  guilty  by  the  jury,  and  sentenced  to  four  years  wad 
tiz  months  imprisonment. 

The  proof  that  a  rape  was  committed  in  this  instance  rested  wholly  on  tkc 
testimony  of  the  complainant,  concerning  what  transpired  while  she  mm^ 
according  to  her  own  statement,  sufficiently  under  the  influence  of  ether  ad 
to  be  able  to  utter  a  cry  or  make  any  resistance.  The  case  excited  muck 
discussion  in  the  medical  journals  throughout  the  country,  and  the  opiaioa 
was  quite  general  that  the  accused  should  not  have  been  conTicted  upon  tUt 
testimony.  IrrespectiTO  of  the  possibility  of  a  deliberately  &lse  acoosaticn, 
the  well-ascertained  occasional  physiological  effects  of  annsthetio 
which  have  been  mentioned,  render,  it  can  hardly  be  doubted,  this 
Tery  unsafe  precedent,  should  cases  of  a  similar  character  unhappily  agda 
occur. 

There  is  one  feature  of  this  case  which  deserves  to  be  particularly  noticed. 
The  only  testimony  of  the  witness  as  to  the  fact  of  penetration  was,  thai  sihc 
felt  pain  at  the  time  in  the  private  parts.  A  certain  amount  of  penetntte 
with  the  male  member  is  necessary  to  constitute  rape.  Assuming  tkc  cof^ 
rectness  of  all  the  remainder  of  the  statements,  should  the  simple  AuA  of 
pain  having  been  experienced  in  the  private  parts  be  deemed  adequate  evi- 
dence that  penetration  to  any  extent  with  the  male  member  had  been  effected, 
or  even  attempted?  It  would  be  easier  to  sustain  a  negative  than  an 
tive  answer  to  this  question. — ^A.  F.] 


^  For  a  foller  account  of  thii  testimony,  see  Wharton  and  Stilly  p.  837. 


CHAPTER    VI. 

PREONANCY- 

f  Lawi  of  TitrioDi  eountriei  concerning  Llie  presence  of  pregnsncj  in  oi*4 
c»ae».  2.  SigDB  of  real  pregnancy — reaaoos  of  (he  dif- 
f  lentl;  of  asoerlaJDing  it  in  medico-legal  cues.  Notice  of  the  principal 
:  Enlargemenl  of  Ihe  tibdoniea — diseBses  that  may  produce  thisi 
k  AplHwrancc  of  ilia  areola ;  Supprcsiion  of  ihc  menses— ctrouDifltanoM 
I  tkat  may  niialead  irith  this:  Nausea,  etc.;  Motion  of  the  foctna;  Qnick* 
F  CBing — eiplsDBtion  of  this  term^Tarielj  na  to  its  ocourrcnce:  Eiamink- 

II  of  the  state  of  Uie  uterus — of  its  neck  bj  the  speculum :  ExaminaUoa    , 
I  «f  the  TBgina ;  CoDdilion  of  'be  blood,  urine,  and  saliTar;  glands ;  Anaw    l 

■  •nllalioB—directions  for  iIh  applieation.     Improprielj'  of  relying  on  any 
|(  alagla  proof  of  prejtnanay— eitra  uterine  pregnancy — pregnaucy  com- 

plieated  with  dropsy.     Conoealed  pregnnncy — pretended  preguanoy;  Clr- 

conutAacei)  lobe  noticed — tbe  age  of  tlie  indmdual — state  of  the  menstrua]! 

hBoUoD — rarietj  in  the  period  of  itacommencemeDt  and  its  return.     Dis- 

•  thai  may  be  mistaken  for  pregnanoy — moles  —  hydatids — pbjao* 

^  Ketra,  ef«.     Z.  ScrBUnsTiTJon.     Cases  that  haTe  been  deemed  inatanoM 

:  A  blighted  and  a  perfect  foetus — different  colored  children— «hU- 

■  4Mn   bom   at  considerable  interrals,      Eiplanalion  of  these   cases  bj* 
la  opponants  of  lbs  doctrine.     Double  uteri.     Appliaatii)D  of  superfccta- 

^.tfaw  io  legal  mediaine.  i.  Whether  a  female  can  become  preguant,  and 
1  ignorant  of  it  until  the  lime  of  labor:  Caaea  in  which  tliis  hat 
I  baan  deemed  possible. 

Few  questions  occur  in  legal  medicine  of  greater  import- 
than  the  one  we  are  about  considering.     On  ita  propw   < 
decision  may  depend  the  property,  the  honor,  or  the  life  of 
tlu  female.     It  will  probably  lead  to  a  better  understandiog 
•f  this  subject,  if  we  notice, 

1.  The  laws  of  various  countries  relating  to  the  presence  of 
.ncy. 

2.  The  signs  of  real  pregnancy,  together  with  the  best  mode 
rf  ascertaining  tjoncealed  or  pretended  pregnancy. 

8.  The  arguments  and  proofs  in  favor  and  against  the  doo- 
trine  of  snperfoetation.     And, 
4.  Some  qneBtio&s  arising  out  of  the  previous  examination. 
Vol.  L  17  (249) 
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I.    Of  the  laws  of  various  countries  which  relate  to  the 

presence  of  pregnancy. 

The  Roman  law  exempted  a  condemned  female  from  pun- 
ishment, if  she  was  pregnant,  until  after  her  delivery — "  quod 
prcegnantis  mulieris  damnatce  pama  differatur  quoad  pariaL** 

There  are  two  leading  cases  in  the  English  or  common  law, 
which  may  require  a  knowledge  of  the  signs  of  pregnancy. 
One  is  a  proceeding  at  common  law,  "  where  a  widow  is  sus- 
pected to  feign  herself  with  child,  in  order  to  produce  a  sup- 
posititious heir  to  the  estate.  In  this  instance,  the  heir  pre- 
sumptive may  have  a  writ  de  ventre  inspiciendo^  to  examine 
if  she  be  with  child  or  not ;  and  if  she  be,  to  keep  her  under 
proper  restraint  until  delivered;  but  if  the  widow  be,  upon 
due  examination,  found  not  pregnant,  the  presumptive  heir 
shall  be  admitted  to  the  inheritance,  though  liable  to  lose  it 
again  on  the  birth  of  a  child  within  forty  weeks  from  the 
death  of  a  husband." 

The  interest  that  cases  of  this  nature  sometimes  occasioii| 
and  the  precautions  that  have  been  taken  in  England,  may  be 
learned  from  the  following  report.  Sir  Francis  Willoughby 
died,  seised  of  a  large  inheritance.  He  left  five  daughters^ 
(one  of  whom  was  married  to  Percival  Willoughby,)  but  not 
any  son.  His  widow,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  stated  that  she 
was  with  child  by  him.  This  declaration  was  evidently  one  of 
great  moment  to  the  daughters,  since  if  a  son  should  be  bom, 
all  the  five  sisters  would  thereby  lose  the  inheritance  de- 
scended to  them.  Percival  Willoughby  prayed  for  a  writ  de 
ventre  inspiciendoy  to  have  the  widow  examined;  and  the 
sherifi*  of  London  was  accordingly  directed  to  have  her 
searched  by  twelve  women,  etc.  Having  complied  with  this 
order,  he  returned  that  she  was  twenty  weeks  gone  with  child, 
and  that  within  twenty  weeks, /wif  ^anYwra.  "Whereupon 
another  writ  issued  out  of  the  common  pleas,  commanding 
the  sheriff  safely  to  keep  her  in  such  an  house,  and  that  the 
door  should  be  well  guarded ;  and  that  every  day  he  should 
cause  her  to  be  viewed  by  some  of  the  women  named  in  the 
writ,  (wherein  ten  were  named,)  and  when  she  should  be  de- 
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lirered,  that  some  of  them  should  he  with  her  to  view  her 
birth,  whether  it  be  male  or  female,  to  the  intent  there  should 
not  be  any  falsity."  And  upon  this  writ  the  sheriff  returned, 
that  accordingly  he  had  caused  her  to  be  kept,  etc.,  and  that 
such  a  day  she  was  delivered  of  a  daughter.* 

The  other  instance  is  evidently  borrowed  from  the  Roman 
law  as  quoted  above.  When  a  woman  is  capitally  convicted, 
and  pleads  her  pregnancy,  though  this  is  no  cause  to  stay  the 
judgment,  yet  it  is  to  respite  the  execution  till  she  be  deli- 
vered. "In  case  this  plea  be  made  in  stay  of  execution,  the 
judge  must  direct  a  jury  of  twelve  matrons,  or  discreet  women, 
to  ascertain  the  fact,  and  if  they  bring  in  their  verdict,  quick 
with  childy  (for  barely  with  childj  unless  it  be  alive  in  the 
womb,  is  not  sufficient,)  execution  shall  be  stayed  generally  till 
the  next  session,  and  so  from  session  to  session,  till  either  she 
is  delivered,  or  proves  by  the  course  of  nature  not  to  have 
been  with  child  at  all.^f 


*  Croke's  Elizabeth,  p.  566.  See  also,  in  the  matter  of  Martha  Brown, 
ex  parte  Wallop,  in  Brown's  Chancery  Cases,  toI.  iv.  p.  90 ;  ex  parte  Aia- 
eough,  Peere  Williams'  Reports,  vol.  ii.  p.  691 ;  ex  parte  Bellet,  Cox's  Chan- 
cery Cases,  Tol.  i.  p.  297.  Another  case  of  the  same  nature  has  yery 
recently  occurred  in  England.  Mr.  Fox,  of  Uttoxeter,  died,  aged  60,  in 
May,  1835,  leaying  a  widow,  to  whom  he  had  been  married  about  six  weeks. 
Shortly  afterwards,  she  announced  herself  with  child,  and  the  presumptiye 
legatee  applied  for  the  writ  de  ventre.  He  did  not  ask  for  the  old  writ  of  a 
mixed  jury  of  matrons  and  men,  but  only  that  she  should  be  examined  by 
Bome  professional  man  of  his  own  selection.  The  widow  opposed  it,  but  said 
she  was  willing  to  answer  any  questions.  The  surgeon  who  had  attended  Mr. 
Fox,  swore  that  he  had  examined  Mrs.  Fox,  and  belieyed  her  to  be  preg- 
nant. He  also  expressed  his  apprehensions,  if  an  additional  examination 
was  persisted  in,  of  peril  to  her  health,  and  to  the  life  of  the  unborn  infant. 

The  yice-chancellor  (in  whose  court  this  case  occurred)  let  it  stand  oyer 
for  a  month,  but  as  there  was  then  no  arrangement  between  the  parties,  he 
directed  the  master  to  appoint  two  matrons,  who,  with  a  medical  man  on 
each  side,  should  yisit  Mrs.  Fox  once  a  fortnight,  giving  her  two  days'  notice 
of  each  visit.  At  the  end  of  the  usual  period,  she  was  delivered  of  a  son 
and  heir.  (London  Med.  Gazette,  vol.  xvi.  p.  697;  vol.  xvii.  p.  191.) 

N.  B.  If  the  parties  here  be  the  same  as  those  in  the  case  of  Marston  v. 
Roe,  on  the  Demise  of  Fox,  (8  Adolphus  and  Ellis  Reports,  p.  14,)  and  I 
have  no  doubt  of  it,  then  this  child  must  at  least  have  been  prematurely 
bom.  John  Fox  married,  February  21,  1885,  and  died  May  11.  The  child 
bom  October  16,  1885,  equal  to  240  days. 

f  Blaekitone,  toL  It.  pp.  894,  896. 
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'^Here,"  says  Dr.  Paris,  ^'the  law  of  the  land  is  at  yuri- 
anco  with  what  we  conceive  the  law  of  nature,  and  it  is  at 
variance  with  itself;  for  it  is  a  strange  anomaly,  that  by  the 
law  of  real  property,  an  infant  in  ventre  sa  mere^  may  take 
an  estate  from  the  moment  of  its  conception,  and  yet  be 
hanged  four  months  after  for  the  crime  of  its  mother."*  In 
the  striking  language  of  Dr.  Kennedy,  'Hhe  maxim  of  British 
law  is,  that  a  child  in  the  fifteenth  week  of  its  foetal  exist- 
ence is  to  be  deprived  of  life,  for  its  mother's  crime,  while  a 
child  in  the  sixteenth^  is  to  be  protected  from  such  an  unjust 
and  unmerited  fate."  Nor  is  the  evil  confined  to  this.  The 
manner  of  administering  the  law  is  equally  repugnant  to  the 
dictates  of  humanity  and  justice.  ''A  jury  of  twelve  matrona, 
or  discreet  women,"  are  little  calculated  to  decide  on  the  pre- 
sence or  absence  of  pregnancy,  at  the  very  period  when  (as 
we  shall  hereafter  see)  there  is  often  the  greatest  doubt.  A 
few  examples  will  strikingly  illustrate  this :  Ann  Hurle,  con- 
demned for  forgery  at  the  Old  Bailey,  in  1804.  as  a  last  re- 
source, plead  pregnancy.  She  contrived  so  to  baffle  the  skill 
of  the  female  examiners,  that  they  could  not  come  to  any  de- 
cision. The  sheriff  had  recourse  to  the  judgment  and  expe- 
rience of  Dr.  Thynne,  who  declared  that  she  was  not  preg^ 
nant,  and  she  was  executed.  In  a  case  that  happened  in 
Ireland,  where  also  the  female  jury  could  not  decide,  some  of 
them  were  unmarrUd^  and  not  one  of  them  ever  attended  a 
lying-in  case.  ^Kennedy,  p.  195. )  But  they  are  sometimei 
not  contented  with  the  oonfesciion  of  ignorance.  At  Norwidiy 
^Eng.^  in  March,  1S33.  a  murderess  plead  pregnaiicy.  Twelve 
married  women,  after  an  hour's  investigation,  renimed  a  rer- 
dict  that  she  was  not  quick  with  cbil-i.  Sbe  was  ordered  for 
execution,  when  thn?«  of  the  principal  stir^rns  in  the  plaee^ 
fearing  that  there  might  be  a  xnistake.  w^ted  on  the  convidi 
examined  her,  and  found  her  not  only  preztian:,  but  quick 
n'M  ckiid.   Thev  ascertainei  ibis  bv  tnancal  exatninaiion.    On 

m  m 

a  representation  to  the  judge*  she  w^  respite*!:  and  on  tlie 
11th  of  JuIt,  was  safelv  delivered  of  a  Urinz  ciild-t 


PRKGNANCT.  253 

In  A  recent  case  (Regina  v.  Wjchcrley,  8  Oairington  and 
hjne,  p.  262.)  I  find  a,  new  definition  laid  down.     The  de- 
mduit  was  found  guilty  of  murder.     She  urged  in  stay  of 
tiecation,  thnt  she  wns  pregnant.     A  jury  of  matronB  i 
bpanelled,  and  tbey  came  into  cotirt  and  asked  the  assistanos  J 
F  a  Burgeon.     The  judge  (Baron  Gurney)  granted  it,  and  ift 
B  examination  of  the  surgeon,  he  Baid  "quick  with  child"  Uf 
tftving  conceived,     "  With  quick  child"  is  when  the  child  halB  J 
[nickened.     The  jury  found  a  verdict  that  the  prisoner  waft  J 
Wt  quick  with  child. 

In  Scotland,  a  pregnant  female  is  entitled  to  have  sentene^  1 

'  layed;  or  if  it  has  passed,  to  be  respited  till  her  deliverjt  J 

■  pUce;  and  that  equally  whether  she  be  quick  with  eAi{#  I 

at.*  J 

Foiier^  and  Capuron  appear  to  have  examined  every  law  bk  I 


taiiUi.  who  has  added  some  legal  aotea  lo  Dr.  Eeaoedj'B  work,  hu  ia>  I 

Bgasiousl;  argued  (liat  the  above  proTlBioa  is  not  coniaineii  in  Ihe  aueienf  | 
.man  U»,  md  that  all  wLicli  it  required  wns  Ihe  presence  of  pregaono/i 

u.  bowoTcr.  Ihat  tho  qaotatioa  from  Blicksloae  giyet  the  actual  law  of  1 

*  AUmu'i  Practice  of  the  Criminal  Lkw  of  Scotland,  p.  GG4.     Tli«  Eng- 
h  aourti  will  aleo  iDlerfere,  wlieti  a  pregnant  female  bas  been  imprisoaed. 
I,  in  tbe  oase  of  EUiabcih  Sljrmbridge,   (Croke'a  Jaiaeg,  3SB.)  "upon    I 
•ctlon  Uiat  she  had  been  impriBoneil  for  difers  Keeks,  and  was  wltt 
1,  and  ironld  be  in  danger  of  death,  if  ehe  should  not  be  enlargod," 
piward  Coke,  tbe  chief  justice,  admitted  her  to  ball,  to  prevent  the  peril  af'  1 
ii  to  her  and  her  infant;  and  in  ginng  hie  opinion,  he  cites  a  similat   [ 
t,  which  happened  in  the  fortieth  of  Edward  III.     The  editor  remark^J 
It  lluneaitt  ar»  eilrdat  eilraordinaiy  intlanta.    The  last  cage  U  mentioMlt  I 
|h  Coke  Uttlcton.  2Sd,  n.     The  record  stales :  ■■  Quia  cadam  Elcne  pregnu 
Id  [lericulo  mortis,  ipsa  dimitlitur  per  manucaptionem,  etc..  k 
in  corpus,  elo."     And  reoenilj,  legal  protection  has  been  eitendad 
M  wUnWM*  wbo  may  be  pregnant.    In  an  aat  passed  I  William  IV.,  (chapUl 
ij..)ud  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  courts  of  law  to  order  the  eianiinalioB 
P  tt  wiln«aaei  upon  iaterrogaloriee  and  olherwise,"  it  is  directed,  among  olhtr 
mgt,  that  DO  eiaraiDalion  or  deposition  shall  be  read  in  evidence,  union 
hall  appear  lo  the  saliBfactian  of  the  judge  thai  the  eiaminant  or  clepo- 
it  ia  Doable,  from  permanent  sickness,  or  other  permanent  inflrmii;,  to 
I  NI«Bd  the  trial.     In  the  case  of  Abraham  n.  Newton,  (8  Bingham's  Re- 
K;fSrta,ST4,}  the  question  came  Dp,  whether  progaanoy  and  immitiont  delitery 
M  •  «au>«  for  eianiinaliun  under  this  act.     It  was  decided  that  it  might 
;  bal  ll  must  be  shown,  b;  the  affidavits  of  competent  persons,  that  tht 
U&rtij  win  prubablj  happen  about  the  time  &ied  for  the  trial  of  the  cause. 
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the  French  code  which  has  a  hearing  on  this  sahject.  The 
civil  code,  sect.  185,  declares  that  no  female  shall  be  allowed 
to  contract  marriage  before  the  age  of  fifteen  fnll  yean. 
Nevertheless,  such  marriage  shall  not  be  dissolved,  1,  when 
six  months  have  elapsed  after  the  female,  or  both  of  the  par- 
ties, have  attained  the  required  age ;  and  2,  when  the  femakj 
although  not  of  the  required  age^  has  become  pregnant  brfore 
the  expiration  of  six  months.  The  penal  code,  sect.  27,  also 
declares  that  if  a  female,  condemned  to  die,  states  that  she  is 
pregnant,  and  if  it  be  proved  that  she  is  so,  she  shall  not  suffer 
punishment  until  after  her  delivery.  Several  other  laws  are 
mentioned,  which,  by  implication,  may  be  referred  to  this  sub- 
ject, but  it  is  not  necessary  to  state  them.  The  above  are  the 
important  ones  now  in  force  in  France.*  I  may,  however, 
add,  that  the  law  last  quoted  was  in  existence,  and  has  been 
acted  upon  since  the  year  1670,  in  that  country. 

The  following  is  a  recent  enactment  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  intended  to  take  the  place  of  the  common  law : — 

^^If  a  female  convict,  sentenced  to  the  punishment  of  death, 
be  pregnant,  the  sheriff  shall  summon  a  jury  of  six  physicians, 
and  shall  give  notice  to  the  district  attorney,  who  shall  have 
power  to  subpoena  witnesses.  If,  on  such  inquisition,  it  shall 
appear  that  the  female  is  quick  with  child,  the  sheriff  shall 
suspend  the  execution,  and  transmit  the  inquisition  to  the 
governor.  Whenever  the  governor  is  satisfied  that  she  is  no 
longer  quick  with  child,  he  shall  issue  his  warrant  for  execu- 
tion, or  commute  it,  by  imprisonment  for  life  in  the  State 
prison.  J 

*  Foderd,  yoL  i.  pp.  421  to  482.  A  law,  passed  on  the  2dd  Germinal,  jear 
8,  (1795,)  was  still  more  mild  in  its  proyisions.  It  prescribed  that  no 
woman,  accused  of  a  capital  crime,  should  be  brought  to  trials  imlett  it  wet 
properly  ascertained  that  the  was  not  pregnant.  In  conformitj  with  tlii»^  the 
court  of  cassation  reyersed  seyeral  decisions  of  inferior  criminal  courts, 
where  it  appeared  that  the  female  had  not  been  properly  examined ;  and  it 
seems,  indeed,  that  it  demanded  proof,  that  in  such  cases  the  examination 
had  always  been  made.  (Ibid.,  pp.  428  to  481.)  This  is  probably  aboUahed, 
as  no  mention  is  made  of  it  in  the  code  now  in  force. 

f  Reyised  Statutes,  yol.  ii.  p.  658.  In  China,  "torture  and  death  eai- 
not  be  inflicted  on  a  pregnant  woman,  until  one  hundred  days  after  htr 
confinement."  (The  Chinese,  by  J.  F.  Dayis,  toL  i.  p.  229.) 
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II.  Of  the  signs  of  real  pregnancy^  and  of  concealed  and  pre- 
tended pregnancy. 

In  the  ordinary  practice  of  medicine,  little  difficulty  usually 
occurs  in  ascertaining  the  existence  of  pregnancy.  The  female, 
when  she  consults  a  physician,  is  frank  in  her  avowal  of  the 
symptoms  present ;  and  from  her  narrative,  an  opinion  suffi- 
ciently accurate  can  generally  be  formed.  The  reverse,  how- 
ever, takes  place  in  legal  medicine.  Here  pregnancy  may  be 
CONCEALED  by  unmarried  women,  and  even  by  married  ones 
under  certain  circumstances,  to  avoid  disgrace,  and  to  enable 
them  to  destroy  their  offspring  in  its  mature  or  immature  state. 
It  may  also  be  pretended,  to  gratify  the  wishes  of  relatives, 
to  deprive  the  legal  successor  of  his  just  claims,  to  extort 
money,  or  to  delay  the  execution  of  punishment. 

Neither  of  these  can  be  properly  investigated  without  re- 
curring to  the  signs  of  real  pregnancy,  and  this  remark  de- 
serves particular  notice,  since,  with  all  the  light  that  modem 
science  affords,  serious  errors  have,  notwithstanding,  been 
committed.  The  female  has  an  interest,  and  a  wish  to  deceive 
the  examiner,  and  her  testimony,  which  in  ordinary  cases  is 
so  much  relied  on,  is  here  suspicious,  or  not  to  be  credited. 

Mahon  has  suggested  a  useful  division  of  the  signs  of  preg- 
nancy, viz.,  those  which  affect  the  system  generally,  and  those 
which  affect  the  uterus.* 

The  changes  observed  in  the  system  from  conception  and 
pregnancy,  are  principally  the  following:  Increased  irrita- 
bility of  temper,  melancholy,  a  languid  cast  of  countenance, 
nausea,  heart-burn,  loathing  of  food,  vomiting  in  the  morning, 
an  increased  salivary  discharge,  feverish  heat,  with  emaciation 
and  costiveness,  occasionally  depravity  of  appetite,  a  conges- 

*  Mahon,  toI.  i.  p.  142.  In  considering  this  subject,  I  rely  mainly  on  the 
opinion  of  men  skilled  in  the  science  of  midwifery,  and  accordingly  hare 
particularly  noticed  the  works  of  Dr.  Kennedy,  (Obstetric  Auscultation;) 
Dr.  Gooch,  (Diseases  of  Women,  chapter  iii.,  and  Midwifery;)  Dr.  Davis, 
(Obstet.  Medicine;)  Dr.  Blundell,  (Lectures;)  Dr.  Denman;  Dr.  Hamilton; 
Dr.  Dewees ;  Dr.  Ashwell ;  Dr.  Ryan ;  Mr.  Hogben ;  Professor  Capuron ; 
Dr.  Montgomery,  (Cyclopedia  of  Practical  Medicine,  art  Pregnancy ;)  Dr. 
Merrimftn;  Dr.  Chnrehill ;  Dr.  Dubois;  Dr.  Rigby. 


256  PRMNAHOY, 

lion  in  the  head,  which  gives  rise  to  spots  on  the  face,  to  head- 
ache, and  erratic  pains  in  the  face  and  teeth.  The  pressure 
of  increasing  pregnancy  occasions  protrusion  of  the  umbilicus, 
and  sometimes  varicose  tumors,  or  anasarcous  swellings  of  the 
lower  extremities.  The  breasts  also  enlarge;  an  areola  or 
brown  circle  is  observed  around  the  nipples,  and  a  secretion  of 
lymph,  composed  of  milk  and  water,  takes  place. 

All  of  these  do  not  occur  in  every  pregnancy,  but  many  of 
them  in  most  cases. 

The  changes  that  affect  the  uterus,  are  a  suppression  of  the 
menses.  These  cease  returning  at  their  accustomed  period. 
An  augmentation  of  the  size  of  the  womb.  This  is  not  per- 
ceptible until  between  the  eighth  and  tenth  weeks.  At  that 
time  the  foetus,  with  the  surrounding  membranes,  and  the 
waters  contained  in  them,  so  enlarge  it,  that  it  may  be  felt 
lower  down  in  the  vagina  than  formerly ;  nor  does  it  ascend, 
until  it  becomes  so  large  as  to  arise  out  of  the  pelvis,  and  this 
is  accomplished  at  about  the  fourth  month. ''^  In  the  inter- 
mediate space,  an  examination  'per  vaginam  will  discover  the 
uterus  to  be  heavier  and  more  resisting;  and  by  raising  it  on 
the  finger,  this  indication  will  be  particularly  remarked  between 
the  third  and  fourth  months.  ^^In  general  in  the  fourth 
month,  the  fundus  of  the  uterus  may  be  felt,  especially  in  a 
thin  person,  above  the  anterior  wall  of  the  pelvis."  The  en- 
largement continues,  and  becomes  visible  during  the  fifth 
month,  it  rises  to  half-way  between  the  symphysis  pubis  and 
the  umbilicus ;  in  the  sixth  month  (seventh,  accbrding  to  some 
authors,)  it  is  as  high  as  the  umbilicus ;  at  the  seventh,  half- 
way between  the  umbilicus  and  scrobiculous  cordis ;  and  at 
the  eighth  it  has  reached  the  latter,  its  highest  elevation.f  A 
short  time  before  delivery,  it  somewhat  subsides.^     About  the 


*  <*In  Pregnancy,  the  uterus  does  not  rise  out  of  the  pelvis  before  the 
third  month."  (Gooch,  Diseases  of  Women,  p.  209.) 

f  I  have  adopted  the  periods  stated  by  Dr.  Montgomery,  for  these  ohaagei. 
It  is  proper,  however,  to  add  that  some  writers  on  midwifery  postpone  tht 
last  three  to  a  month  later  in  each  case. 

%  **  The  uterus,  at  the  end  of  the  third  month,  generally  measures,  flroa 
the  mouth  to  the  fundus,  above  five  inches,  one  of  which  belongs  to  the  o«r- 
vix ;  on  the  fourth,  it  measures  five  inches  from  the  f^dos  to  the  beginniDg 
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middle  of  the  pregnancy,  or  between  the  seventeenth  and 
twenty-second  weeks,  the  female  feels  the  motion  of  the  child, 
and  this  is  called  quickening.  Its  variations  as  to  time  will 
be  hereafter  noticed.  To  these  should  be  added  the  intra- 
uterine sounds  furnished  by  the  foetal  heart,  and  the  utero- 
placental circulation,  which  are  more  reliable  than  any  yet 
enumerated.  The  manner  of  detecting  each,  the  period  of 
pregnancy  when  first  audible,  and  their  respective  value,  will 
be  subsequently  described.  The  vagina  is  also  subject  to 
alteration,  as  its  glands  throw  out  more  mucus,  and  apparently 
prepare  the  parts  for  the  passage  of  the  foetus. 

These,  as  now  stated,  are  the  signs  of  pregnancy  usually 
enumerated.  It  would  not,  however,  be  doing  justice  to  the 
subject,  if  the  reader  were  left  to  suppose  that  all  or  most 
of  them  are  the  invariable  attendants  on  pregnancy.  Some 
may  accompany  diseases,  others  may  be  altogether  wanting  in 
a  state  of  true  pregnancy.  It  will,  therefore,  be  proper  to 
examine  the  more  important  signs  in  detail. 

1.  Gf  the  expansion  or  enlargement  of  the  abdomen. — This 
sign  is  not  visible  during  the  first  months;  and  after  that 
period,  it  may  be  concealed  for  a  length  of  time  by  various 
means,  such  as  the  peculiar  disposition  of  the  dress,  and  the 
confinement  of  the  abdomen  by  stays.  Formerly,  fashion  lent 
its  aid  to  this  deception.  As  early  as  1563,  satires  were 
written  in  France  on  the  articles  of  dress  that  were  used  to 
increase  the  size  of  the  female  figure,  both  before  and  behind; 
and  in  1579,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.,  these  were  in  general 
use.  Cotemporary  writers  considered  them,  and  not  without 
great  reason,  as  subservient  to,  and  productive  of,  great  depra- 
vity in  manners,  and  particularly  for  the  concealment  of  preg- 
nancy. "*"  Another  circumstance  that  may  lead  to  error,  is  the 
variety  that  exists  with  respect  to  corpulence  or  peculiarity  of 

of  the  neck :  in  the  fifth,  about  six  inches  Arom  the  cervix  to  the  fiindus. 
In  two  months  more,  it  measures  eight  inches,  and  at  the  ninth  month,  ten 
or  t^eWe  inches,  and  is  oviform  in  its  shape."  (Ash well  on  Parturition, 
p.  137.) 
•  British  Critic,  toL  tU.  p.  689. 
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form.  This,  in  some  instances,  conduces  to  render  the  qne^ 
tion  doubtful,  so  much,  indeed,  as  in  some  cases  to  exhibit 
hardly  any  tumor.  Waiving  these,  however,  we  observe  that 
this  sign  is  generally  observed  at  the  end  of  the  fourth  montL 
It  then  remains  to  inquire  whether  the  enlargement  is  the  re- 
sult of  pregnancy  or  of  disease.  If  the  former,  it  has  gen^ 
rally  some  peculiarities  which  serve  to  distinguish  it.  The 
enlargement  is  progressive  from  the  fourth  month  to  the 
middle  of  the  ninth  or  thereabouts,  and  by  the  fifth  month  it 
can  scarcely  pass  unnoticed,  particularly  if  the  female  be 
standing.  Recollect,  also,  that  the  uterus  lays  in  front  of  the 
abdominal  cavity,  and  occupies  the  lower  and  middle  parts. 
It  grows  from  below  upward,  and  remains  for  a  long  time 
flattened  at  its  sides,  and  a  little  puffy  beneath  the  ribs,  while 
in  front  it  is  hard  and  prominent.* 

But  the  enlargement  may  originate  from  disease,  from  sup- 
pression or  retention  of  the  menses,  tympanites,  the  variom 
species  of  dropsy,  or  disease  of  the  liver  and  spleen.f 

In  retention  of  the  menses,  particularly  if  accompanied 
with  imperforate  hymen,  the  abdominal  enlargement  is  re- 
markably similar  to  that  of  pregnancy.  It  occupies  die 
anterior  part  of  the  abdomen,  and  presents  the  same  cha- 
racter as  to  resistance  and  hardness  as  is  given  by  the  preg- 
nant uterus.  It  also  gradually  ascends,  and  is  accompanied 
by  no  distinct  fluctuation,  as  in  ascitic  dropsy.  Pain  and 
vomiting  may  also  be  present.  On  the  other  hand,  however, 
no  motion  can  be  felt  by  the  examiner ;  and,  above  all,  the 
fact  of  retention  will  appear  on   inquiry,  and   the  hymen 


*  Gooch,  Blundell,  Yelpeau.  "  I  wiU  giye  you  a  little  adrioe  as  to  thi 
unmarried  class.  Never  give  an  opinion  till  six  months  hare  elapsed  sinoe 
the  last  menstruation.  Do  not  belieye  one  word  they  say.  Listen  to  tlMB 
as  you  would  to  a  jockey  praising  his  horse.  Never  rely  upon  th$  gmdnut^ 
their  tongueey  but  that  of  their .'*  (Gooch's  Midwifery,  p.  108.) 

f  An  enormously  enlarged  kidney  was  for  some  time  mistaken  for  prcf- 
nancy,  and  afterwards  for  encysted  dropsy.  Orfila,  Le9ons,  third  editioa, 
Tol.  i.  p.  282,  quoted  from  the  History  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  ScienoMi 
1732.  Stercoraceous  accumulation,  mistaken  for  pregnanoy.  (Joomal  di 
Medicine  et  de  Chir ,  NoYember,  1850 ;)  Medioal  Library  aad  News,  toL  iz. 
p.  79. 
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generally  be  fotiiid  distended.*  So,  also,  if  this  laet  be  not 
present.  The  si^inptoinB  occurring  from  time  to  time  should 
be  carefully  studied.f 

In  tympanites,  the  abdomen  is  bard  and  elastic,  and  sounds 

like  a  drum  when  pressed ;  and  tbere  are  irregnlar  elevations, 

which  appear  to  roll  under  the  finger.     Continued  pressure 

URses  the  air  to  yield  before  it,  which  may  thus  be  urged  from 

one  part  to  the  other ;  but  the  intumuBCcnce  of  pregnancy  is 

firm  and  nnyielding. 

I>ropsy,  also,  when  not  encysted,  is  marked  by  its  peculiar 

icleristic  and  local   symptoms.     This  swelling   appears 

■  the  abdomen,  and  is  not  confined  to  the  space 

f  the  pubis.     "  It  is  soft  to  the  touch,  wanting  the  solid 

leonsistent  feel  observed  in  pregnancy,  and  diseased  uterine, 

1  sometimes  ovarian  structures."     There  are  also  marked 

satjons  of  disease  in  various  organs,  which  serve  to  esta- 

nh  the  nature  of  the  complaint. 

Frequent  mistakes  have,  however,  been  made,  and  these 

•Iwald  teach  great  caution.     "  I  was  desired,  says  Sir  Astley 

^^topper,  to  see  a  lady,  who,  I  was  told,  labored  under  dropsy. 

^^^B(n  I  entered  the  room,  I  saw  a  tall,  delicate  female,  with 

^^HFliiinii^nse  abdominal  swelling,  giving  a  distinct  sense  of 

loctiutton.     I  requested  the  physician  accoucheur,  whom  I 

ntt,  to  examine  if  the  lady  was  not  with  child ;  he  said  he 


•  Dirts'  Obctcirie  Hedicino,  p.  lOfl,  He  gires  a  long  list  of  refercncM 
l«MaM  of  imperforale  hjmeD. 

Dr.  Mnalgainery  •:|iioteB  athcnt,  and  mentionB  one  ILnt  came  unileir  liis  omi 
Wtiri.  Ib  k  girl  of  scTenleeii,  Tlie  abdomen,  nsa  enlnr^ed,  Ilie  ulema  coiiM 
k«  Ml  u  falgh  U  thB  umbiUan*,  the  breasta  were  pBinrnl;  Lhera  wsii  occa- 
^■••1  Titmiiing.  witb  pain  In  the  back  and  along  the  thighx.  On  passing 
[Iberv  wai  an  inabilily  to  paB9  Ihe  urine)  an  imperforate  lijrmea 
ed.  (Sigoi  of  PregDSDoj,  p.  SI.) 

f  Aa  inWnioiiTe  cue,  shaving  Ihe  dnubts  vbioh  envelope  some  cases  of 
■•pffcMina  nf  the  menses,  and  the  eqaitoeal  sjmpioms  la  vhieh  it  girei 
ttaa,  if  r«lal«d  by  Dr.  Deweei,  in  Chapman's  Joumitl,  toI,  it.  p.  t2li.  Ths 
ItaMl*  liwl  not  mcnslruHled  for  ■  year — her  breasla  swelled— she  had  nan.tea 
u4  voBiiing  in  ihe  niorniog.  antl  I>r.  Dewces  thought,  on  examination,  that 
i»  |MtMt*wl  nntlciu.  As  Ihe  female  was  unmarried  and  irreproachable, 
paper  wMloEne*  were  prescribed,  whioh  relieTed  her  onl;  for  a  time. 
IbuOf,  Ok  treating  it  aa  a  ease  at  Bsoiic9,  (here  was  manifest  imprare- 
MM.  sad  IIm  dlaease  «nded  with  *  sudden  guah  of  fluid  blood  fcom  the 
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thought  it  was  unnecessary,  as  the  fluctuation  was  very  dis- 
tinct, hut  that  he  would  do  so,  and  let  me  know  the  result  in 
a  few  days.  I  heard  no  more  of  her  for  a  week,  and  then  I 
learned  that  she  had  been  put  to  bed  on  the  morning  follow- 
ing my  visit."* 

Encysted  dropsy  is  oflen  more  difficult  to  be  understood, 
as  here  we  are  not  to  expect  fluctuation.  The  symptoms 
should  be  carefully  noted  as  they  daily  become  more  aggra- 
vated in  this  disease,  while  the  slighter  affections  of  pregnancy 
generally  wear  offl  The  cervix  uteri  also,  in  ovarian  dropsy, 
is  of  its  natural  size  and  length ;  and  the  tumefaction  is  often 
distinct  in  its  character  from  that  of  the  gravid  uterus.  But 
it  may  be  that  there  is  an  enlarged  ovary  with  pregnancy  in 
the  same  person.  The  tumors,  says  Dr.  Gooch,  in  siidi 
instances,  go  on  growing  side  by  side;  and  he  has  known 
instances  where  living  and  healthy  children  were  bom,  leav- 
ing the  abdomen  still  distended  with  the  ovary.  The  case 
here,  he  observes,  is  puzzling.  Suppressed  menstruation  is 
common  in  ovarian  dropsy;  the  enlargement  of  the  nterai 
may  be  mistaken  for  the  ovarian  enlargement ;  the  child  maj 
be  feeble  or  dead,  and  protrusion  of  the  umbilicus  attends 
each.  Patient  and  assiduous  examination  is  evidently  neces- 
sary, and  a  particular  attention  to  all  the  leading  proofs  of 
pregnancy,  t 

*  Lectures,  vol.  ii.  p.  168.     A  case,  detected  by  the  appliomtion  of  ftfat 
stethoscope,  is  qaoted  from  Prof.  Elliot  son,  in  Lancet,  N.  S.,  toL  tIL  p.  666L 

f  Gooch,  Diseases  of  Women,  p.  239.  The  following  are  the  remariB  of 
Dr.  Francis  H.  Ramsbotham  on  this  subject:  **A  dropsical  ovary  may  ht 
confounded  with  pregnancy,  especially  as  milk  is  sometimes  secreted  in  tUs 
disease,  but  the  menses  most  likely  will  not  be  suspended.  Besides.  Ihl 
tumor  does  not  possess  the  elastic  springy  feel  which  characterizes  the  gmrll 
nterus  when  near  the  termination  of  pregnancy.  The  increase  of  swsUivf 
will  be  more  or  less  rapid  than  the  growth  of  the  womb,  and  there  will  bl 
no  moTement  felt  within  it.  But  one  of  the  best  diagnostic  marks  by  wUih 
it  can  be  known  from  other  abdominal  tumors  is  the  situation  it  ooeapM 
when  first  obserred.  An  enlarged  ovary  invariably  shows  itself  above  «• 
or  other  groin — the  gravid  uterus  in  the  centre."  It  may  be  distinguisfcsl 
from  ascites,  in  being  circumscribed.  In  ascites,  also,  there  is  a  diminntlM 
of  urine — ^but  not  so  in  an  enlarged  ovarium,  unless  it  has  mnde  greet  fit* 
grass,  and  then  in  consequence  of  pressure.  (London  Med.  Qaiettet  toL  hL 
p.  646.)    "If  there  be  enlargement  of  the  ovaiy,  independent  of  pngBaMiy^ 
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Od  eebrhos,  it  is  sufficient  to  remark,  that  patience  and 
jodgment  will  generally  teach  ua  to  distingnish  its  peculiarities, 
particularly  as  it  is  accompanied  with  strilcing  and  chronic  in- 
dications of  disease. 

But  even  if  we  have  settled  that  neither  of  the  above  dis- 
eases is  present,  and  that  there  ia  an  actual  tumor  of  the 
nterofi,  it  is  not  certain  that  it  is  caused  by  a  foetus.  It  may 
arise  from  a  mole,  from  hydatids  in  the  uteruB,  and  varioua 
other  difieaees  of  that  organ.  These  remarks  aufficiently  prove 
that  enlargement  of  the  abdomen  is  an  uncertain  sign  in  de- 
Utrmining  the  presence  of  pregnancy,*  We  have  also  to  ro- 
meniber  that  the  foetus  may  die  at  any  period,  and  be  retained. 
Ilere,  of  course,  there  will  be  no  increased  enlargement  noticed, 
and  yet  there  has  been  pregnancy,! 


lbs  lUenu  will  be  Touud  Toroed  so  low  down  ialo  the  TBgiaa  thai  its  actiuJ 
condiliOD  HDBOt  b«  mUunderBtDod."  {Prof.  Hamilton's  Practical  Otnerra- 
tiona  OD  Hidwifery.  p.  29.) 

Ad  ioatuiee  of  blighted  foclua,  pro1»bIj  at  the  fifth  luoBCb,  but  retained 
until  the  ciglilb.  and  whiob  woa  mistaken  for  a  di&eaaed  ovbij,  ia  rulated  by 
Mi.  Bobcrtoo,  in  London  Med.  Oaiette,  toI.  ixiii.  p.  11.  The  abdominal 
iBBior  appeared  above  the  right  groin,  in  the  right  half  of  the  abdominal 
tarilj'.  The  diieaaed  condition  of  the  fceliiR  rendered  the  nature  of  tbe  caae 
Ihn*  iatri«ale.  A  case  of  Bcinlioua  OTarj  mistaken  for  pregnano;.  is  men- 
beiMd  In  London  and  Edinburgh  Monthly  Med.  Journal,  vol.  ii,  p.  71. 

*  Nor  tniiEt  we  always  guppose  that  n  sudden  reduEiion  of  aize  after  en- 
largasteDl  ba«  beeo  owing  to  pregnancy  and  [ts  results.  I>r.  Moolgomer; 
KW  "an  inttanoe  in  a  woman  separated  from  ber  husband,  who  became 
afcotad  with  what  was  coniidered  ovarian  dropsj,  and  whiob  enlarged  the 
«  ihe  aite  of  six  months'  pregnanay,  aome  of  the  olber  symptoms 
bicb  stale  were  also  present.  After  an  attack  of  inflammation,  during 
b  it  )•  to  be  presumed  Ibe  parieles  of  the  tumor  formed  an  adhesion 
tfc*  nppcr  part  of  Ihe  legina,  there  took  place  suddenly  a  discharge  «f 
■  tliiiil  from  that  caiily,  and  Ihe  atdomeu  completely  subsided  in 
a  day,  and  lbs  previous  entertained  luspiciDu  appeared  to  be 
1  beyond  a  doubt-,  but  on  eiaminalion,  the  woman  bad  not  about 
tv  IMM  of  the  signs  of  delirery ;  yet,  had  not  the  case  been  at  once  iavesti- 
ptei,  loM  «t  reputaiion  at  the  least  would  bare  ineiilably,  tbougb  most 
MtaHmttly.  foilowed."  (Cyclopedia  of  Practical  Medicine,  vol.  iii.  p.  SOS, 
1.  Prtfnaaty.)  A  aimilar  case  ifl  given  in  Medico-Chirurgical  Keview, 
•■L  ait.  p.  £i>6. 

■fUma  esAmioation  at  an  early  period  of  pregnancy  be  deemed  ncoesaary, 
ft* Mlvwias dirvctlons  of  Fodere  aud  Mahon  should  be  obeerred;  Empty 
Ik*  IMiniiiiel  canal,  and  let  the  female  lie  on  her  back,  with  her  kneee  a 
hUa  alavatod,  ao  aa  to  pfBtsnt  any  tension  of  ilie  abdomen.     If  lb*  womaD 
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2.  A  change  in  the  state  of  the  breasts  has,  by  many,  been 
considered  a  sign.  They  are  said  to  grow  larger  and  more 
firm,  while  the  areolae  round  the  nipples  become  of  a  brown 
color ;  and  this  is  accounted  for  on  the  principle  of  revulsion — 
the  blood,  after  the  cessation  of  the  menses,  being  determined 
upward,  in  consequence  of  the  connection  that  subsists  be- 
tween the  breasts  and  uterus,  through  the  anastomosis  between 
the  epigastric  and  internal  mammary  arteries.  Milk  also  is 
secreted. 

Now  all  these  have  been  questioned  or  denied  as  proofs  of 
the  presence  of  pregnancy.  Enlargement  of  the  breasts  occnrfl 
in  suppressed  menses,  and  sometimes  at  the  period  of  the  ces- 
sation of  the  menses. "*"  Occasionally  they  do  not  enlarge  until 
after  delivery.  The  most  unequivocal  state  is  where,  during 
a  first  pregnancy,  they  become  full  and  tender,  and  have  an 
appearance  approaching  to  inflammation ;  and  particularly  if, 
previous  to  connection,  they  have  been  small.  We  must  not 
mistake  their  enlargement  from  corpulence,  as  this  will  be 
equally  manifest  in  other  parts  of  the  body.  {BlundelL) 

A  still  greater  diversity  of  opinion  exists  as  to  the  appear' 
ance  of  the  areola,  I  will  quote  several  of  the  leading  authors. 
Dr.  Gooch  says  that  the  dark  color  is  very  distinct  in  womoi 
with  dark  eyes  and  hair ;  but  it  is  often  difficult  to  tell  whether 
it  exists  or  not,  in  those  of  a  light  complexion.  In  brunettes 
it  remains  dark  ever  afterwards,  and  hence  is  no  guide  in  future. 
He  had,  however,  recently  seen  two  young  and  newly  married 
women,  who  were  not  pregnant,  in  whom  the  areola  was  dark. 

In  chronic  inflammation  of  the  uterus,  he  had  also  known 
this  color  produced,  together  with  fullness  and  pricking  pains 

be  not  too  fat  or  deformed,  the  uterus  may  be  felt  through  the  parietet«f 
the  abdomen,  by  applying  the  extended  hand  over  the  middle  of  the  hypt- 
gastrium,  so  that  the  thumb  touches  the  navel  and  the  small  finger  tkt 
pubis.  On  her  making  an  expiration,  the  enlarged  uterus  may  be  felt,  haidf 
and  of  a  spherical  form.  If  these  be  present,  they  indicate  an  inereaw  m  tk$ 
tizeo/the  utertu^  but  not  the  cause  of  it.  (Foder^,  Yol.  i.  p.  448;  Mahon,  voLL 
p.  149.     See  also  Smith,  p.  485.) 

*  John  Pearson.  Medico-Chirurgical  Reyiew,  toI.  It.  p.  838;  DeniUBy 
p.  227.  As  between  the  two,  the  alterations  in  the  areola  take  place  aft  ft 
period  later  than  when  the  enlargement  of  the  breast  occurs.  Dr.  HemiBli 
in  Lancet,  June  22d,  1844,  p.  409. 
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in  the  breast.  Notwithstanding  these  exceptions,  he  advmtces 
the  opinion  that  this  appearance  rarely  dependa  on  other 
causes,  and  when  it  exists,  deems  it  a  sign  either  of  present  or 
previooa  pregnane;.  He  informs  us,  also,  thut  Dr.  Hunter 
relied  greatly  on  it,  and  asserted  that  he  could  judge  by  it 
whether  or  not  a  woman  was  pregnant.  "A  subject  was 
bronght  to  him  for  anatomical  purpoaea  ;  hut  on  looking  at  the 
breaet,  from  the  appearance  of  the  areola,  he  declared  that  the 
fumale  died  while  pregnant.  One  of  his  pupils  examined,  and 
foimd  that  she  had  a  hymen.  This  seemed  a  contradiction; 
but  the  doctor  still  adhered  to  his  opinion,  and  thought  more 
attenuon  due  to  the  former  than  the  latter  appearance.  On 
opening  the  body,  his  assertion  proved  just,  for  the  uterus  was 
Tound  impregnated."  {Lowder,  MS.  Lectures.) 

Dr.  Dewees  deems  it  equivocal,  except  in  a  first  pregnancy; 
aod  he  also  remarks,  that  sometimes  it  is  not  present.  Ash- 
well  mentions  three  instances,  in  which  there  was  no  preg- 
nancy. 

Dr.  Denman  was  of  opinion  that  the  areola  was  present  in 
many  of  the  complaints  which  resemble  pregnancy,  and  it  is 
stAted,  on  high  authority,  that  a  completely  formed  areola  haa 
been  Been  in  cases  of  dysmenorrhcen.* 

L  the  other  hand,  White  {^Regular  Gradation  of  Man,) 

)  that  ho  one  morning  examined  the  breasts  of  twenty 

L  the  Lying-in  Hospital  ia  Manchester,  and  found 

kaineteea  of  them  had  dark-colored  nipples — eome  of  them 


I  uid  Foreign  Medical  Itciiew,  vol.  It.  p.  184.     The  t 
d  Dr.  Hugh  Ley  wu  of  the  B&nie  opinion.     Dr.  Qobl  etkles  that  hs 
B  fenulea  who  h&io  never  ImJ  ahildren,  mherc  Ihe  color  or  the  nreala 
tWWl  •  change  at  each  catnmcaial  period.     Mr,  Lajcoek  confirms  Ibis 
I'Ut  «WD  obDervation.    (Edin.  Med.  and  Surg.  Journitl,  vol.  !.  p.  38,) 
■lay  Cooper  has  tmown  aa  oiciied  snd  diseased  nUte  of  (he  ultras 
I  ■■jriage,  but  without  imprGgnatioD,   to  proUuee  a  enclling  of  tho 
■  and  a  diwalorilioD  or  the  areola.   (Medico-Chirurgicnl  Review,  toL 
L  p.  WiO,) 

Dr.  Wm.  P.  Biiel,  of  New  York,  while  he  allnchM  muoh  impprltmce  lo  a 
•m^j'iBariied  areola  in  a  first  pregnane;,  juallv  adds:  "In  females  who 
Late  ■•aokled  on*  or  more  children,  the  aregln,  houoiuvii  Bo  broad  aod  to 
■roagl;  n»rli*'l  thai  the  akin  never  recoveiB  iw  original  hue,"  (American 
ittrnal  U«<ll(ial  ScienCM,  N.  S.,  vol.  vil.  p,  08,) 
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might  be  said  to  be  black ;  and  the  areola  around  the  nipple, 
being  from  one  inch  to  two  and  a  half  inches  in  diameter,  wis 
of  the  same  color. 

Dr.  Blundell  relies  greatly  on  it.  He  states  that  there  are 
three  varieties  of  it,  numerically  discriminated  according  to 
the  degree  of  change.  ^'When  the  alteration  rises  to  the 
highest  point,  when  the  areola  becomes  broad  and  dark,  and 
embrowned  in  fullest  measure,  more  especially  when  pale  be- 
fore, it  changes  to  a  deep  brown,  so  dark  that  it  reminds  one 
of  the  skin  of  the  negro,  the  indication  ought  to  have  weight, 
at  least  in  a  first  pregnancy."  In  several  instances  where  its 
existence  was  positively  denied,  he  thus  detected  it ;  and  it 
has  the  advantage  of  manifesting  itself  very  early  in  gesta- 
tion. When  the  change  is  only  in  the  first  or  second  degree^ 
or  when  it  occurs  in  females  who  have  been  pregnant  before, 
less  reliance  is  to  be  placed  on  it.  Dr.  Montgomery,  in  his 
elaborate  and  valuable  article  on  the  signs  of  pregnancy,  re- 
marks, that  much  of  the  discrepancy  that  exists  on  this  point 
is  owing  to  exclusive  attention  to  one  of  the  characters,  vii., 
the  color,  and  which  he  conceives  of  all  others  the  most 
liable  to  uncertainty.  He  attaches,  however,  great  import- 
ance to  the  appearance  of  the  areola  as  a  result  of  pregnancy, 
and  I  shall,  therefore,  mention  the  circumstances  deemed  by 
him  to  be  characteristic. 

As  early  as  the  second  month,  he  has  noticed  a  change  of 
color;  but  in  general  it  is  then  little  more  than  a  deeper 
shade  of  rose  or  flesh  color,  slightly  tinged  with  a  yellowiak 
or  brownish  hue.  During  the  next  two  months  it  is  nsiiaDy 
perfected,  and  varies  in  intensity  with  the  peculiar  complexion 
of  the  individual,  being  generally  much  darker  in  persons  with 
dark  hair,  dark  eyes,  and  sallow  skin,  than  in  those  of  fair 
hair,  light-colored  eyes,  and  delicate  complexion.  In  neffO 
women  the  areola  is  almost  jet  black.  The  extent  of  tioB 
circle  varies  in  diameter  from  an  inch  to  an  inch  and  a  hal( 
and  increases  in  some  as  pregnancy  advances.  In  a  recent 
case.  Dr.  Montgomery  found  it,  at  the  time  of  labor,  to  exceed 
three  inches  in  diameter.  Dr.  Montgomery  also  adds  that 
'^  most  of  those  who  have  noticed  this  change,  appear,  firom 
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lh«ir  observations  on  it,  to  have  attended  to  on]j  one  of  its 
characters,  oamelj,  its  color,  which  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  one 
of  sll  others  most  liable  to  uncertainty." 

But  in  connection  with  these  changes,  and  as  confirmatory 
of  their  cause,  the  following  are  also  observed:  The  nipple  par- 
takes of  the  altered  color  of  the  part,  and  appears  turgid  and 
prominent;  and  the  part  of  the  areola  more  immediately 
around  its  base  baa  its  surface  rendered  unequal  by  the  pro- 
minence of  the  glandular  folUcles,  which,  varying  in  number 
from  twelve  to  twenty,  project  from  the  sixteenth  to  the  eighth 
of  an  inch.  One  other,  also,  equally  constant  and  deserving 
of  particular  notice,  is  a  soft  and  moist  state  of  the  intega- 
mcnl,  which  appears  a  little  raised  above  the  surrounding  skin, 
and  in  a  state  of  turgescence,  giving  one  the  idea  that,  if 
touched  by  the  point  of  the  finger,  it  would  be  found  emphy- 
sematous ;  this  state  appears,  however,  to  be  caused  by  infil- 
tration of  the  subjacent  cellular  tissue,  which,  together  with 
it«  altered  color,  gives  us  the  idea  of  a  part  in  which  there  is 
going  forward  a  greater  degree  of  vital  action  than  is  going  on 
aroosd  it ;  and  we  not  unfrequently  find  that  the  little  glan- 
dular follicles  or  tubercles,  as  they  are  called  by  Morgagni, 
•re  bedewed  with  a  secretion  sufficient  to  damp  and  color  the 
vonan's  inner  dress.  Such,  ho  adds,  we  believe  to  be  the 
owotial  characters  of  the  true  areola,  the  result  of  pregnancy ; 
and  that  when  found  possessing  these  distinctive  marks,  it 
ought  to  be  looked  upon  as  the  result  of  that  condition  alone, 
M  otb«r  cause  being  capable  of  producing  it. 

These  appearances,  says  our  author,  are  striking  from  the 
fifth  month  to  the  end  of  the  pregnancy.  The  breasts  are  gene- 
rally fiill  and  firm,  and  venous  trunks  of  considerable  size  are 
Hcn  ramifying  over  the  surface,  anil  sending  branches  toward 
the  disk  of  the  areola  which  several  of  them  traverse.  Along 
with  these  vessels,  the  breasts  not  unfrequently  exhibit,  about 
the  Bixth  month  and  afterwards,  a  number  of  shining,  whitish, 
ahaost  silrcrj  Ibes  like  cracks;  these  are  most  perceptible  in 
women  who,  ha^-ing  had  before  conception  very  little  mammary 
development,  have  the  breasts  much  ond  quickly  enlarged  after 
beoonung  pregnant. 

Vol.  L  18 
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The  obserrer  mtut,  however,  understand  that  pregnsnej 
may  be  present,  and  the  color  be  wanting.  In  two  eaaei 
mentioned  and  seen  by  Dr.  Montgomery,  the  areola  coqU 
hardly  be  distinguished  in  this  respect  from  the  Burrotmding 
skin,  yet  all  the  other  changes  just  mentioned  were  well  d»- 
yeloped.  Again,  it  must  be  recollected  that  in  persons  irlio 
have  recently  miscarried,  and  in  nurses,  the  characters  of  die 
areola  are  kept  up,  and  continue  for  some  time.  It  is  also 
conceded  by  our  author,  that  in  some  cases  the  color  remsini 
permanent  after  a  first  pregnancy.* 

Lastly,  Dr.  Hamilton  of  Edinburgh  relies  greatly  on  the 
perceptible  change  on  the  surface  of  the  breasts  surrounding 
the  nipples,  as  a  sign  of  pregnancy  in  the  early  months.  Ii 
fair  women,  when  in  that  state,  the  areola  becomes  marked 
toward  the  end  of  the  third  month,  and  it  gradually  grom 
darker,  so  that  after  the  fifth  month,  it  is  of  a  brownish  tint 
But  in  those  of  a  dark  complexion,  it  becomes,  after  the  diird 
month,  so  deep  as  to  resemble  old  mahogany,  while  in  awartiij 
females,  where  the  appearance  in  the  virgin  state  is  mahogu^ 
colored,  the  progress  of  pregnancy  gradually  converts  it  into 
a  black  purple.  He  adds  that  for  many  years,  ^^  the  mark  on 
which  he  has  placed  his  principal  reliance  for  distinguishing 
the  true  areola  consequent  on  pregnancy,  from  the  appeannee 
of  the  surface  of  the  mammae  peculiar  to  the  individual  in  the 
unimpregnated  state,  is  a  certain  degree  of  turgescence  on  the 
surface  of  the  discolored  ring,  which  becomes  more  and  more 
distinct  toward  the  latter  end  of  pregnancy."  Menstruation 
may,  indeed,  produce  a  certain  degree  of  turgescence,  but  it  is 
merely  temporary,  and  he  distinctly  denies  that  the  change  in 
question  takes  place  in  any  of  the  complaints  resembling  pr^ 
nancy. 

I  apprehend  that  the  authorities  which  I  have  given  on  this 
sign  will  incline  the  reader  to  attach  considerable  importance 
to  its  presence.t 

*  Dr.  Merriman  agrees  in  oonsidering  the  formation  of  the  areola  as  my 
conolusiye  eyidence.  He,  howeyer,  adds  a  solitary  case  occurring  to  him,  ia 
which  the  areola  was  not  deyeloped  untU  the  commencement  of  the  seyentk 
month.    This  was  a  case  of  first  pregnancy. 

t  Gooch's  Diseases  of  Women,  p.  201,  etc.,  and  IfidwiDvy,  p.  100;  ]>e 
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She  teeretion  of  a  milhy  fluid  may  occur  -without  the  pre- 
Ke  of  pregnancy.  Hobenstreit  states  that  he  has  knows 
females  in  whom  this  fluid  was  produced  by  repeated  friction, 
suction,  etc.*  A  servant-girl,  saja  Belloc,  slept  in  a  room 
with  a  child  whom  it  was  wished  to  wean.  Being  disturbed 
in  her  repose  by  its  cries,  she  imagined  that  by  putting  it  to 
her  breasts,  it  might  he  quieted.  In  a  short  time  she  had 
milk  sufficient  to  supply  ita  wanta.f  An  account  is  also  given 
in  a  manuscript,  in  the  collection  of  Sir  liana  Sloane,  of  a 
woman  of  the  age  of  sixty-eight,  who  had  not  borne  a  child  for 
more  than  twenty  years,  nursing  her  graudcbildron  one  after 
BT.t     Similar  cases  are  mentioned  hy  Foder^ ;  and  in 


VMa'  WAwUmj;  lUliiTell,  p.  171;  LavreoM's  Lectures,  p.  440;  Blondell'i 
Lvotomi  Luioet,  N.  S.,  toI.  iii.  p.  S25;  Honlgomer^'s  Signs  of  Pregnancy, 
ship.  ii.;  Bunilloo'l  Praotioal  ObeervBliona  on  Midirifcr;,  p.  4B.  In  a 
•ubMqnent  publieftlion.  (Letter  to  Dr.  James  Johnson,)  Dr.  Hamilton  stows 
fail  full  ecioenrreDee  in  tbe  italementB  of  Dr.  tlotitgomorj.  A  shade  of  duubt 
U  Lhroim  on  Dr.  Montgomery's  diagnoaltci  lij  tbe  remarks  of  Mr.  Lsjoock 
in  Edin.  Med.  and  Burg.  Journnl,  toI.  L  p.  38. 

lu  addition  to  tbe  sign  now  oDnsidered,  Mr.  Ing Ubf  mentions  two  changes 
«otiD(K!lrd  wirh  it.  as  inJiaalive  of  pregnancy,  and  wbich  I  may  stale  in  liiis 
place:  "The  first  consists  of  a  very  aoni;  state  of  the  cutiolo  covering  the 
■reols;  Ibe  second,  in  a  disceloralion,  not  very  unlike  the  areola,  ond  par- 
(iall/  sffAOlIng  tbe  whole  surface  of  the  brcustB.  The  bre&sts  present  a 
cnrion*  mottled  or  ebeqitered  appearance,  of  an  irregular!;  brown  hue,  Willi 
tntcrreniiig  spaces,  defined  in  extent,  eircular  in  form,  and  aa  white  as  the 
ikin  OTCT  the  body  in  general.  Tbe  Isiit-mentioned  appearance  is  atronglj 
preawnpfiTe  of  pregnanoj."  (Inglebjt'a  Facta  and  Coses  in  Obstetric  Medl- 
ein*,  quoted  in  Amer.  Journal  Med.  Sciences,  vol.  XX.  p.  4S5.) 

*  Hebcnsireit.  p.  185. 

t  Belloo,  p.  TO.  I>r.  Deweos  witnessed  its  secretion  in  a  female  who  had 
Iwtcr  bMo  pregnant;  Bandelocqne,  in  a  girl  eight  ;ears  old,  in  the  lillage 
«f  AlMifon.  who  was  presented  to  the  Koyal  Academ;  of  Surgery,  October, 
Vm.  (Midwifery,  toI.  i.  p.  21».) 

X  Bollh,  p.  484.  There  are  seTentl  cases  on  record,  of  grandmothers 
HekHug:  one  agod  60.  (Philosophical  Transaotions.  loL  ii.  p.  100.)  One 
NW  hy  Dr.  Stack,  and  aged  6S.  (Philosophical  Transactions,  Tol.  l!l.  p. 
IML)  A  aegro  grandmother,  aged  70,  aeon  by  Dr.  Farqubar,  in  the  Island 
nf  ?iT"i—  (Coie's  Medical  >luaeum,  vol,  I,  p.  207.)  A  anae  by  Dr.  Moq- 
I*p^  in  Prance,  female  aged  66.  (Ceu  raret,  in  Dictionanire  des  Sciences 
UtdiMla.)  A  ca^e  by  Mr.  Semple,  In  England.  The  grandmother  was 
lertj-aiiw  yem  old,  and  continued  to  menstruate  regularly  during  the  time 
tf  snufcllng  (North  of  England  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  vol.  i,  p. 
330.)    X  caa*  tiy  Dr.  Kenoedy,  in  England,  of  »  woman  who  gave  auok  un- 
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particular  he  relates  an  instance  of  a  female,  who,  on  the 
point  of  being  condacted  to  prison,  declared  herself  a  nurse. 
Although  this  was  a  falsehood,  yet  in  a  few  moments  she  pro- 
duced the  requisite  proof.  The  author  also  suggests,  that 
immediately  after  the  cessation  of  the  menses,  milk  is  often 
secreted."*"    A  microscopic  examination  of  the  secretion  was 


intermptedlj  fh>m  the  twenty-fifth  to  the  seTentj-second  jetr  of  her  age; 
and  now,  in  her  eighty-first  year,  had  still  a  regular  secretion  of  miUL 
(Medico-Chinirg.  ReTiew,  toL  xxi.  p.  202.)  A  case  communicated  to  Dr. 
Campbell  by  Dr.  Stcintal,  of  Berlin,  a  grandmother,  of  sixty-three,  snek- 
ling  a  grandchild  for  seren  months.  (Campbeirs  Midwifery,  p.  498.)  A 
ease  by  Dr.  Carcagino,  occurring  in  Germany.  (American  Med.  IntelBgenoer, 
ToL  ii.  p.  323.)  A  case  by  M.  Audebert,  of  a  lady,  aged  sixty-two  yeara,  in 
France.  (Edinburgh  Med.  and  Surg,  Journal,  toI.  IxtL  p.  545.)  A  eaaeby 
Dr.  Horace  Green,  of  a  lady  in  whom  there  has  been  an  uninterrupted  aeere- 
tion  of  milk  for  twenty-seven  years,  although  her  youngest  child  was  then 
fourteen  years  of  age.  (Forry's  Xew  York  Journal  of  Medicine,  toL  iiL  p. 
188.)  Dr.  Wehr,  of  Cassel,  relates  a  case  of  a  female  who  had  borne  chil- 
dren, in  whom  for  six  years  after,  every  monthly  menstrual  period  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  secretion  of  milk.  (British  and  Foreign  Med.  Rexiew,  toL  ziL 


p.  558.)     Lactation  in  a  healthy  male,  twenty-two  years  old.     Left 
Case  by  C.  W.  Homar,  M.D.,  of  Philadelphia.  (Med.  Examiner,  xiii.  454.) 

*  Foder^,  toI.  i.  p.  440.  The  following  case  occurred  to  the  late  Profea- 
sor  Post,  of  New  York :  "  A  lady  of  this  city  (Sew  York)  was,  almost  four- 
teen years  ago,  delivered  of  a  healthy  child,  afler  a  natural  labor.  Sinet 
that  period,  her  breasts  have  regularly  secreted  milk  in  great  abundance ; 
so  that,  to  use  her  own  language,  she  could  at  all  times  easily  perform  the 
office  of  a  nurse.  She  has  uniformly  ei^oyed  good  health ;  is  now  about 
thirty-five  years  of  age,  and  has  never  proved  pregnant  a  second  time,  Mr 
bad  any  return  of  her  menses." 

Dr.  Shurtleff,  in  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  voL  i.  p.  4G2, 
gives  a  case  where  the  milk  continued  flowing  for  three  years  after  deliTeiy. 
Dr.  Blundell  mentions  a  similar  instance  in  his  Lectures. 

Even  men  have  suckled  children.  See  the  Bishop  of  Cork's  case,  in  Phi- 
losophical Transactions,  vol.  xli.  p.  810,  where  the  father  had  fed  his  eUld 
in  this  way.  The  bishop  examined  the  breasts,  and  found  them  very  lai^e. 
Humboldt  and  Bonpland  saw  a  similar  case  in  South  America.  The  mother 
was  sick,  and  the  father,  aged  82,  put  the  child  to  his  breast  in  order  to 
quiet  it;  milk  shortly  came.  Another  well  authenticated  case  is  mentioned 
by  Captain  Franklin,  in  his  Journey  to  the  Polar  Sea,  of  a  young  Cliippe- 
wyan,  whose  wife  died  in  labor.  **  Our  informant,"  says  Sir  John  Fraak- 
Un,  **  had  often  seen  this  Indian  in  his  old  age,  and  his  left  breast  eren  thM 
retained  the  unusual  siie  it  had  acquired  in  his  occupation  of  nurse." 

A  case  in  Germany,  of  a  young  man,  twenty-two  years  old,  witnessed  bj 
Dr.  Sehmetier,  of  Heilbroun.    The  aeeretion  oi  milk  wm  ooMlattt,  (Lea* 
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■re  reBorted  to,  in   order  to  ascertain  whether  the  female 
1  whom  it  was  taken  had  been  recently  delivered  or  not; 
ilieTing  the  question  could  he  aettlod  by  the  presence  or 
e  of  colostrum -corpuscles.* 


I  also  Dungtiaoo's  Phjalolog}',  third 


).  81Q;  fi 


1  Ued.  OuetU,  ToL  x: 

tUoD,  ToL  ii.  p.  417.) 

Blamsnbach  gives  u  verjr  rilioiial  eiplanntlon  of  tli 

ectioD  between  Iho  uterus  and  breasts  seems  to  depend  on  Ihe  ui&sIik 
la  betweea  ihe  epigoslrio  sod  intenial  mammar;  arteries,  aad  this  ■□&»• 
1  exUi)  in  atea  at  irell  u  in  iromen.  ( Medic o-Chirurgioal  Heiicv, 
LL  p.  114.) 

■«  is  K  ourious  fadt  mentioned  hj  Dr.  Clnrke,  of  Alabama,  in  Dun- 
n's AniericsD  iDlslUgeDcer,  vo!.  il.  p.  10,  which  bears  upon  this  sub- 
A  feiDkle,  who  L&d  never  borne  a  oliild,  was  induced  to  take  chnrgA 
A  inbDt  daring  the  illness  of  its  mother,  and  in  order  to  quiet  il,  placed 
ftte  bo'  breuts.     Terj  shortlj  tbereatter,  ahe  became  pregnant.     Similar 
■e  nolieed  of  animats. 

mdution  a/  Me  Iluman  Milk  in  Legal  Mididnt. — Edinburgh  PLiiosO- 

Mt  Sooiel7,  Mardli  19,  1953.     Mr.  Murccr  Adam  cslled  the  attention  of 

■  Society  to  a  new  and  important  use  of  Ihe  microBcapc  in  legal  medi- 

He  remarlied  that  there  were  few  cases  in  medical  jurisprudcDOe 

«  difficult  to  decide  than  whether,  after  a  few  weeks  had  elapsed,  parlu- 

a  had  Docurred  recently  or  at  ■  remote  period.     In  such  cases  of  doubt, 

•  d«liTCir7  {g  circumslanliall?  belieTod  to  have  recentl;  oocurred,  but 

e  all  tha  physical  signs  may,  with  ecjual  propriety,  be  reoltoaed  en- 

M  oT  tbia  having  been  al  a  remote  period,  ho  believed  that  tbe  detection 

■.colostrum-corpuscle a  in  the  inlllc.  would  nt  once  decide  the  question,  and 

rt  with  eBrtainly  prove  the  delivery  to  have  been  recent.    In  illustration 

■  (Ilia,  he  cited  the  following  case,  which  had  recently  come  under  hia 

:  Tbe  body  of  a  newly-born  child,  much  decomposed,  was  found  in  a 

■  ift  the  south  of  Scotland.    It  was  impossible  to  decide,  stcandvm  arlcm, 

l^har  tt  bad  been  born  alive ;  but  it  appeared  to  have  been  dead  for  foui 

a  weeka.    Prooecdings  were  lakeu  to  discover  the  molber,  and  suspl- 

a  a  yaung  woman  who  was  supposed  to  have  been  secretly  da- 

d  abont  four  or  five  weeks  previously — that  is,  about  the  Bame  dale  aa 

wat  thought  to  have  been  eiposed.     On  being  arrested  on  tbe 

Br^  of  ooncealed  pregnancy,  she  aaiil  she  had  had  a  child  a  year  and  a 

It  before,  whioh  she  had  nursed  until  within  three  montha  of  bor  appre- 

t,  and  finnly  denied  having  been  recently  delivered.    The  two  medical 

t,  wbo  were  judicially  appointed  to  eisimiae  her,  came  to  difiorent  deci- 

«  rquivocal  were  all  the  slgni  as  to  the  period  which  bad  elapsed 

a  b*r  delivery.     A  microscopic  oiaminaiion  of  her  milk  was  suggested, 

t  found  to  abound  in  ooloslrio  globules.     This  decided  tbe  gualia 

t,  and  showad  parturition  lo  have  lal«ly  occurred.     The  girl,  on  being 

>«M  that  impoeition  no  longer  availed,  canfosscd  having  recently  given  birth 

to  ■  still-born  child,  thereby  eoufinning  tbe  acauracy  of  the  revelations  of 
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8.  The  suppression  of  the  menses.  This  may  take  place,  aa 
already  stated,  from  disease,  without  the  presence  of  preg- 
nancy; and  again,  it  is  asserted  that  the  menses  have  oon- 
tinued  in  certain  cases  during  pregnancy. 

It  is  important  to  understand  the  diversity  of  opinion  that 
exists  on  this  last  point.  Dr.  Hcberden  knew  a  female  who 
never  ceased  to  have  regular  returns  of  the  menses  during 
four  pregnancies,  quite  to  the  time  of  her  delivery.*  Deven- 
ter  mentions  of  one  who  became  pregnant  before  menstroatingi 
and  immediately  after  conception  this  discharge  returned  pe- 
riodically until  her  delivery;  and  this  was  the  case  during 
several  successive  pregnancies — inverting,  as  it  were,  the 
usual  order  of  nature.f  Dr.  Hosack  had  a  patient,  who^ 
during  her  last  three  pregnancies,  menstruated  until  within  a 
few  weeks  of  her  delivery,  and,  notwithstanding,  brought  fordi 
a  healthy  child  at  each  labor.|  Additional  authorities  are 
given  below. 

the  microscope.  Mr.  Adam  considered  that  in  such  cases  the  mierotoope 
was  likely  to  be  as  serviceable  to  the  medical  jurist,  as  it  was  in  the  demo- 
tion of  blood-globules,  spermatoza,  etc.  (Monthly  Journal  of  Medical  SoieniMb 
May,  1858.) 

*  Commentaries. 

f  Foder^,  yoI.  i.  p.  437.    Similar  oases  are  mentioned  by  Baudelooque,  eta 

}  Haller  refers  to  similar  cases,  (yoI.  yii.  part  2,  p.  142.)  Of  authors  tnd 
observers  in  favor  of  menstruation,  or  rather  a  periodical  discharge,  duiaig 
a  part  or  the  whole  of  pregnancy,  I  may  mention  Baudelooque,  yoI.  L  p.  880; 
Capuron,  p.  63 ;  Belloc,  p.  62 ;  Gooch,  Diseases  of  Women,  p.  208 ;  ProC 
Carus,  American  Medical  Recorder,  vol.  xiii.  p.  421 ;  Dr.  Dewees;  Dr.  Mim- 
dell,  Lectures;  Dr.  Power,  Medico-Chirurgical  Review,  vol.  iL  p.  418;  Dr. 
Montgomery,  Cyclopedia  of  Practical  Medicine,  art.  JPregnancy;  Dr.  Ken- 
nedy, p.  12,  who  also  quotes  a  case  from  Mauriceau.  Cases  are  related  1^ 
Mr.  Mayo,  (in  Middlesex  Hospital,)  London  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  veL 
iv.  p.  179;  by  Dr.  Busch,  of  Berlin,  British  and  Foreign  Med.  Review,  vol 
V.  p.  677 ;  by  Dr.  Hester,  of  New  Orleans,  Philadelphia  Med.  Examiner,  tqL 
iii.  p.  197;  Dr.  Churchill,  in  his  work  on  the  Diseases  of  Pregnancy  u4 
Childbed ;  Dr.  Meurer,  in  London  Med.  Gazette,  vol.  xxvii.  p.  808.  Here  the 
female  menstruated  only  during  pregnancy,  never  during  the  intemL 
Brierre  DeBoismont,  in  Medico-Chirurg.  Review,  voL  xl.  p.  878 ;  Dr.  Bw^ 
rell,  Midwifery  Statistics  of  the  Philadelphia  Hospital,  in  American  Joumil 
Medical  Sciences,  N.  S.,  vol.  vii.  p.  819. 

Instances  resembling  those  of  Deventer,  are  mentioned  by  Dr.  Deweee; 
by  Stein,  (American  Medical  Review,  vol.  i.  p.  411;  by  Dr.  Boeeh,  of  Beribu 

Dr.  Maonsell,  of  Dublin,  in  his  report  of  the  obstetrio  prBOtiot  aft  thi 
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^On  the  other  band,  it  is  denied  that  this  occurs.  Dr.  Den- 
I  deems  snppreGsion  to  be  a  nover-failing  consequence  of 
eoDceptiou.  Dr.  Davis  ia  of  opinion  that  genuine  menstru/b- 
lion  haa  never  existed  during  pregnancy.  The  orifice  of  the 
oterus,  he  remarks,  is  then  hermetically  sealed,  and  it  is  in- 
compatible with  the  safety  of  its  contents,  as  is  seen  in  the 
occurrence  of  hemorrhage  and  premature  discharge  of  the 
ovnm.  He  is  willing  to  allow  (and  this  is  tbo  prevalent  doe- 
trine  on  hb  side)  that  cases  of  periodic  discharge  of  blood 
occur,  hut  not  memtruoue.  It  has  an  extra-uterine  origin; 
and  as  the  ports  are  In  a  state  of  plethora,  the  vaginal  branches 
of  the  uterine  arteries  may  furnish  it.* 


WelUslcy  Female  loatitutioii,  during  1 


.  remarks  Ihua:    "Tbree  eases 
ion  occuTTcit  during  pregnancy. 
D  could  not  dialinguish  from 
'  (Edinburgh 


a  speciea  of  n 
m  discharge  of  blood,  wbioh  the  v 
IMS,  took  plate  regularly  e»ery  twenly-eight  doyg." 
.  ftnd  Surgical  Journal,  toI.  Ix.  p,  SOI.) 
[>r.  Campbell  (Midwifery,  p.  44,)  had  »  case  in  whioh  ueiutruiition  «m 
filar  dsriag  six  month  a  aJtor  conceptioa- 
llsnttjoiii  the  folloitiug  as  1  find  it:  "Dr.  J.  P.  Frank  had  under  hia  oaie 
a  wbo  hftd  three  ho&ltby  ebildren,  aad  yet  had  never  had  cither  cat»- 
or  lixibia.''   (Quorlcrly  Journal  of  Foreign  Medicine  and  Surgery, 

L  w.  p.  z%i.) 

*  DetU'  Obslelrie  Madicina,  p,  253.    Dr.  Sims  denied  ils  MiBlcnce,  except 

Kike  form  of  manifest  hemorrhage.  (Ibid,,  p.  267.)     John  Bums  (edition 

p828)  aays  that  ibo  woigbt  of  authority  ie  decidedly  against  menBtrunlioa 

'    %  pngnancy.     In  aereral  cases  that  came  under  his  ovn  obaorration, 

Migb  the  discharge  bad  considerable  periodical  regularity,  yet  he  always 

:a  consist  of  pure  congulable  blooil.     Qogbcu,  Merrimnn,  Aahwoll, 

R  B«mBbolham  are  ofa  similar  opinion.    Tbo  latter,  however,  mentions  la 

pi,«ettm*,  thai  he  has  a  patient  who  always  menstt^atea  once  after  litLTing 

jied,  thongb  Tery  sparingly.  (London  Med.  Oatelte,  voL  xiii.  p.  266.) 

rofusor  Hamilton,  of  Edinburgh,  assorts  that  suppresHJon  uf  the  mensea 

tUjr  attends  pregnane;  during  the  early  montba,  and  of  course  tbrough- 

a  progress.    He  admits,  baneier,  that  in  a  few  coees  there  are  imgular 

tij  diseharges  during  the  (irit  months.     Tlie  practitioner,  ho  adds,  may 

[msh  these  Uit  from  the  meustruol  fluid,  by  attending  to  llirce  oir- 

sticw — the  period  of  recurrence,  Ibe  duration,  and  the  ijaali<y  of  th« 

Itarge-   (llamiltou's  Practical  Ubserrationa  on  Midwifery,  p,  4D,  and  hifl 

0  Dr.  Jaiuea  Johnson.) 

»  the  Bo*toa  Medical  Magaiine,  vol.  it.  p,  367,  there  is  an  inloresling 

It  giren  by  Dr.  Fisher,  «hich,  1  apprehend,  will  assist  in  explaining  Ihii 

'  k  dlMUMtd  diicharge.     The  femsle,  ten  weeks  married,  suffered  under 

J  dlMharget,  M  three  weeka,  and  again  U  two  weeks  after  IhaL     For 
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Probably  the  last  is  the  preferable  explanation.  It  is  most 
consonant  with  our  ideas  of  the  phenomena  of  pregnancy. 
When  applied,  however,  in  medical  jurisprudence,  we  must 
recollect  the  remark  of  Dr.  Gooch,  that  whether  it  be  men- 
struation or  periodical  hemorrhage,  from  the  above  cause,  or 
from  partial  separation  of  the  oviun,  the  female  cannot  dis- 
criminate ;  and  I  may  add,  the  examiner  will  often  be  in  ex- 
treme doubt. 

[^Properties  of  menstrual  blood.  Although  differing,  appa- 
rently, in  some  of  its  sensible  properties  from  the  healthy 
systemic  blood,  the  menstrual  secretion  is  believed,  by  most 
physiologists  of  the  present  day,  to  be  very  nearly  the  same 
in  its  constituent  proportions.  Its  great  distinguishing  cha- 
racteristic is  that  of  not  coagulating  on  removal  from  the 
body;  a  peculiarity  said  to  be  owing  to  its  deficiency  of  fibrin, 
but  principally,  no  doubt,  to  its  admixture  with  the  vaginal 
mucus,  in  the  acid  of  which  fibrin  is  freely  soluble.  It  is  true 
that  the  older  writers.  Burns,  Denman,  Gooch,  Clarke,  Dewees, 
and  others,  assert  that  there  is  no  fibrin  in  the  true  menstrual 
fluid,  but  later  observers  have  fully  established  its  presence. 
Carpenter  says:*  ''The  catamenial  discharge,  as  it  issues  from 
the  uterus,  appears  to  be  nearly  or  quite  identical  with  ordinary 
blood;  but  in  its  passage  through  the  vagina  it  becomes  mixed 
with  the  acid  mucus  exuded  from  its  walls,  which  usually  de- 
prives it  of  the  power  of  coagulating."  Dr.  Whitehead  made 
many  carefully  conducted  experiments  in  order  to  determine 
this  point,  introducing  the  speculum  and  securing  the  fluid 
directly  from  the  mouth  of  the  uterus,  and  then  submitting  it 
to  microscopic  examination  and  chemical  analysis.    He  sayaif 


tome  time  before  her  deatli  thej  were  frequent.  She  died  at  the  end  of  this 
aboTe  period;  and  although  no  impregnation  was  suspected,  yet  the  eait 
was  found  to  be  one  of  tubular  pregnancy,  and  hemorrhage  Arom  the  pla- 
oenta  had  been  the  cause  of  death. 

*  Principles  of  Human  Physiology,  p.  756. 

t  Abortion  and  Sterility,  p.  23.  M.  Moreau  (Midwifery)  considers  tht 
menstrual  fluid  to  be  pure  blood. 

Simon,  in  his  Animal  Chemistry,  toL  i.  p.  SST,  (Sydenham  Society  PoUi- 
calioB»)  t^yt:  «*Th«  most  striking  peenliarities  of  menstroal  blood  art  ths 
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rom  the  above-mentioned  appearances,  I  conclude  that  the 
le  menstrual  blood  is  extremely  liko  that  circulating  through 
tbe  capillaries  in  most  of  its  leading  properties,  probably  in 
all.  The  circumstance  of  its  ready  coagulation  is  concluaive 
as  to  the  presence  of  fibrin,  but  In  what  precise  proportion,  I 
have  no  means  of  ascertaining ;  it  is  probable,  however,  that 
the  relative  quantity  of  this  constituent  in  the  fluid  under  con- 
sideration is  not  different  from  that  which  obtains  In  the  cir- 
K dating  mass  in  its  healthy  condition," — I.  P.  W.] 
H  will  add,  in  this  place,  principally  for  the  purpose  of  citing 
ease  from  Bolloc,  that  pregnant  females  may  feign  menstrua- 
tion by  staining  their  linen  with  blood.  This  deception  waa 
attempted  on  him  by  a  girl  three  months  advanced.*  Dr. 
Montgomery,  of  Dublin,  detected  the  pregnancy  of  a  female, 
who  for  two  months  had  thus  Btained  her  linen,  by  esaminiag 
the  areolffi.  They  exhibited  the  characteristic  appearance  so 
perfectly,  that  he  charged  her  with  the  fact.  She  waa  so  com- 
pletely taken  by  surprise,  as  to  confoas  it.f 

Notwithstanding  the  exceptions  stated,  we  should  attach 
great  importance  to  the  absence  of  the  menseg  as  indicating 
pregnancy;  and  the  remarks  of  Belloc  on  this  point  arc  de- 
Borving  of  groat  attention:  "When  a  female  experiences  tha 
BQpprcssion,  along  with  other  symptoms  of  pregnancy,  we  may 
consider  her  situation  as  yet  uncertain,  because  these  signs  are 
common  to  amenorrhcea  and  pregnancy;  but  if,  toward  tha 
third  month,  while  the  suppression  continues,  she  recovers  her 
h»lth,  and  if  her  appetite  and  color  return,  we  need  no  bet- 
l«r   proof  of  pregnancy.     Under    other   circumstances,  her 

kith  would  remain  impaired,  and  even  become  worse. "{ 

nee  of  Sbrin  And  [he  iticreBse  of  tiliB  lolid  conetiluctitB  caused  1>j 
m  of  tho  blood -eorpasculcs."  Bis  eilitor  tiuX  translnlnr,  Dr.  Daj, 
ever,  kilils;  "Tlicre  cna  be  liltle  doubt  there  ia  fibrin  in  the  menitruftl 
Ion;  >U  det«riDiiialian  is,  howi-Ter,  uaunllf  rendered  impossible  b;  the 
>  large  amount  of  toucus,  nhicb  Beema  to  deprlTo  tbs  blood  of 
power  of  caagulnling." 
PBdloo,  p.  65.  "II  f>ul  i^iiger  alors  que  lea  partiM  flolent  Uvdes  aTea  de 
M  Uvdl;  •!  le  tnag  ae  rjparatt  pas,  lo  cas  eat  euapect,"  (Capuron,  p.  81.) 
ftCj«Iop«dia  of  FraoUcitl  Medicine,  vol.  iii.  p.  472. 

I,  p.  GO;  Smilh,  p.  48S.     Dr.  Moalgamery  haa,  haweTer,  pointed 
■SB  oc««aiwiaI  Tuielj  of  ittppreBaion,  wliieli,  of  all  othen,  ia  moat  Ukelj 
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4.  I  merely  notice  lo$$  of  appetite^  nauiea^  vamUing^  ete. 
etc.,  to  state  that  they  are  equivocal.  They  acoompmny  many 
diseases,  are  wanting  in  many  pregnancies,  and  even  if  pre* 
sent,  occur  in  the  early  stages,  the  time  precisely  when  no 
certain  judgment  can  be  formed.  There  are,  however,  sone 
points  worthy  of  observation.  If  the  sickness  and  Yomitiiig 
occur  only  in  the  morning,  and  the  patient  is  well  during  the 
rest  of  the  day,  it  is  suspicious.  So  also  with  ana$arcmu 
swellings  of  the  extremities.  If  this  comes  on  suddenly,  and 
the  patient  is  otherwise  in  good  health,  it  is  a  sign  of  MHie 
importance,  according  to  Dr.  Blundell. 

Dr.  Denman  was  disposed  to  place  much  reliance  on  prodnh 
sion  of  the  navel,  in  doubtful  cases.  It  emerges,  he  obsenrei^ 
in  pregnancy,  until  it  comes  to  an  even  surface  with  the  intfr* 
guments  of  the  abdomen.  Dubois  also  attaches  conaidenUt 
importance  to  it.  Mahon,  Gooch,  and  Dewees,  however,  deny 
its  infallibility.  It  occurs  from  dropsy,  or  any  chronic  en- 
largement. The  reverse,  however,  may  assist  in  some  otseB. 
If  the  umbilicus  is  depressed,  and  the  abdomen  soft  and  yield- 
ing, the  existence  of  pregnancy  is  doubtful,  [though  still  quite 
possible. — G.  R.  G.]  It  should  be  remembered,  that  the  pro- 
trusion seldom  occurs  before  the  sixth  month;  and  the  fiirdier 
the  pregnancy  is  advanced,  the  more  distinct  it  will  be. 

5.  Another  sign  that  has  been  depended  on,  is  the  matim 
of  the  foetus  in  the  womb  of  the  mother.  It  is  wanting  in  tba 
early  months  of  pregnancy,  but  during  the  latter  ones  may 
generally  be  ascertained.  This  sensation,  however,  which  in 
real  pregnancy  the  female  always  mentions  at  an  early  period, 
is  of  course  not  spoken  of  in  concealed  cases,  and  it  remains 
with  the  examiner  to  discover  it  by  other  means.    To  this  end, 


to  deceive.  It  is  the  case  of  young  and  newly  married  females,  who  in 
instances  have  no  return  of  the  menses  for  two  or  three  monthi,  and  the 
breasts  enlarge,  and  yet  at  the  end  of  this  or  a  longer  period,  ordiBiiy 
menstruation  recurs.  In  some  Instances,  a  gush  of  sangaineouB  blood  sad 
the  €|jeotion  of  flakes  of  membranes,  resembling  that  discharged  in  ^J*" 
menorrhoea,  terminate  the  above  series  of  symptoms.  It  is  highly  probaUa^ 
according  to  our  author,  that  in  some,  at  least,  of  these  oaaes,  conoeptio& 
has  occurred,  but  the  ovum  perishing,  no  eyidenoe  is  ftimiBhed  of  its 
enoe.   (Signs  of  Pregnancy,  p.  44.) 
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he  dips  his  hand  in  cold  water,  and  applies  it  suddenly  over 
the  region  of  the  uterus.  If  the  foetus  is  alive,  its  motion 
will  be  felt  evidently  depending  on  muscular  power,  except, 
according  to  authors,  where  it  is  very  feeble,  or  where  the 
woman  is  dropsical.  But  unfortunately,  this  sign  is  not  infal* 
Eble,  the  foetus  may  be  dead,  or  there  may  be  twins,  in  which 
case  the  motion  is  sometimes  not  felt  until  a  late  period.  On 
the  other  hand,  flatus  in  the  bowels  has  been  mistaken  for  it.'*' 
A  case,  showing  the  uncertainty  of  its  occurrence,  is  related 
by  Capuron.  A  female,  with  a  very  large  abdomen,  was  re- 
ceived into  one  of  the  hospitals  of  Paris.  She  was  visited  by 
many  distinguished  accoucheurs,  surgeons,  and  physicians. 
Some  declared  that  she  labored  under  ascites ;  others,  that  a 
BoirrhouB  and  dropsical  ovarium  was  present.  An  abdominal 
pregnancy  was  also  suspected,  but  no  one  believed  it  to  be 
real  pregnancy,  since  no  motion  of  the  foetus  could  be  felt. 
The  woman  was  kept  on  light  food,  and  innocent  remedies 
were  administered.  The  volume  of  the  abdomen  enlarged, 
and  at  last,  after  three  weeks  of  examinations  and  consulta- 
tions,  a  strong  and  healthy  child  was  born.f 

*  <'Tlie  name  of  eimulated  pregnancy  has  been  given  to  some  cases  of 
hjsteria,  in  which  the  abdomen  enlarges  gradaallj,  sickness  occurs,  and  so 
Buuij  signs  of  an  impregnated  uterus  are  present,  that  time  alone  can  soWe 
the  doubts  they  raise.  The  catamenia  are  suppressed,  the  breasts  are  tumid, 
mnd  there  is  pain  in  the  back."  Mr.  Tate  says  of  these  cases:  **In  what 
ikifl  enlargement  consists  I  am  utterly  ignorant ;  that  it  is  not  merely  a  mere 
aecomolation  in  the  colon  I  know ;  that  it  is  substantial  I  am  equally  sure." 
It  is,  we  apprehend,  a  mixed  state  of  yascular  fullness  and  tympanitic  dis- 
tention. (Cyclopedia  Praot.  Med.,  art.  Hysteria^  by  Dr.  ConoUy.) 

f  Capuron,  pp.  73,  74.  There  are  cases,  *Hhough  rare,  where  it  does  not 
occur  during  the  whole  of  pregnancy,  although  the  child  has  been  bom  alive 
mnd  vigorous.  Of  this  I  have  known  one  instance  and  read  of  others." 
(Gooch,  Diseases  of  Women,  p.  208.)  A  case  that  occurred  to  Baudelocque 
and  Vicq.  d'Azyr  is  related  in  Diet,  des  Sciences  Med.,  vol.  xlz.,  by  Murat, 
art.  Oroisetae.  Dr.  Kennedy  corroborates  this  by  his  own  experience,  and 
also  gives  some  striking  instances  of  self-deception.  (Pages  25-27.) 

Dr.  Montgomery  says  that  two  instances  have  come  under  his  own  obser- 
▼ation  of  its  total  absence  during  the  whole  period  of  gestation,  notwith- 
•tanding  the  subsequent  birth  of  living  and  healthy  children,  and  he  quotes 
parallel  cases  flrom  Levret,  Gardien,  Dewees,  and  Campbell.  (Signs  of  Preg- 
nancy, p.  88.) 

Prof.  Hamilton,  howerer,  questions  the  statement  of  Dr.  Gooch  most  tm« 
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It  may  also  be  simulated.  Dr.  Blnndell  relates  of  a  case, 
in  his  Lectures,  which  was  examined  by  Lowder,  Mackeniie 
and  other  celebrated  accoucheurs  of  their  day,  and  where  the 
female  had  attained  such  skill  in  counterfeiting,  that  they  de- 
clared they  would  have  been  deceived,  if  they  had  not  by 
personal  examination  found  the  uterus  unenlarged. 

The  motion  of  the  foetus,  when  felt  by  the  mother,  is  called 
QUICEENINQ.  It  is  important  to  understand  the  sense  attached 
to  this  word  formerly,  and  at  the  present  day.  The  ancient 
opinion,  and  on  which  indeed  the  laws  of  some  countries  have 
been  founded,  was,  that  the  foetus  became  animated  at  thiB 
period — that  it  acquired  a  new  mode  of  existence.  This  is 
altogether  abandoned.  The  foetus  is  certainly,  if  we  speak 
physiologically,  as  much  a  living  being  immediately  after  con- 
ception, as  at  any  other  time  before  delivery;  and  its  future 
progress  is  but  the  development  and  increase  of  those  consti- 
tuent principles  which  it  then  received.  The  next  theory  at- 
tached to  the  term,  and  which  is  yet  to  be  found  in  many  of 
our  standard  works,  is,  that  from  the  increase  of  the  foetus,  its 
motions,  which  hitherto  had  been  feeble  and  imperfect,  now 
are  of  sufficient  strength  to  communicate  a  sensible  impulse 
to  the  adjacent  parts  of  the  mother.  In  this  sense,  then, 
quickening  implies  the  first  sensation  which  the  mother  has  of 
the  motion  of  the  child. 

Another  opinion  is  that  which  considers  quickening  to  be 
produced  by  the  impregnated  uterus  starting  suddenly  out  qf 
the  pelvis  into  the  abdominal  cavity.  This  explains  several 
peculiarities  attendant  on  the  phenomenon  in  question — the 
variety  in  the  period  of  its  occurrence,  the  faintness  which 
usually  accompanies  it,  owing  to  the  pressure  being  removed 
from  the  iliac  vessels,  and  the  blood  suddenly  rushing  to  them; 
and  the  distinctness  of  its  character,  differing,  as  all  mothen 
assert,  from  any  subsequent  motions  of  the  foetus.     Its  ocfft- 


pbaticaUj.  **It  is  to  be  remarked,"  he  sajs,  "that  Dr.  Gooeh  docs  nol  nj 
that,  in  that  instance,  he  made  anj  attempts  to  excite  the  moremenU  of  tke 
infknt.  The  author  holds  aU  those  aUeged  cases  to  be  the  offspring  of  pr^ 
jadice  and  credalitj/*    (Hamilton's  Practical  Obserrations  on  Midwitajp 
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iital  Absence  in  some  females  is  also  rendily  accounted  for, 

1  the  aaccnt  being  gradual  and  unobserved.* 

I  This  subject  will  again  be  noticed  in  the  chapter  on  Aborw 

m.   At  present,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  remark,  that  consider^ 

ible  Tarietj  occurs  as  to  the  time  of  quickening. 

I  The  extremes  are  probably  from  the  tenth  to  the  twenty- 

\  week.     Dr.  Denman  observes  that  it  happens  frora  the 

nitk   to   the   twelfth  week,  but   moat  commonly  about  the 

bcte«nth  after  conception.     Dr.  Dewees  and  Blundell  agree 

Ut  it  most  generally  occurs  nearer  the  fourth  than  the  third 

tntb.     Roederer  kept  a  register  of  100  women,  as  to  the 

Tiod  of  probable  impregnation,  quickening,   and  delivery. 

f  these,  80  quickened  at  the  fourth  month,  a  part  of  the  rest 

t  the  third,  and  the  remainder  went  to  the  fifth. f     Dr.  Mon^ 

mery  found  the  greatest  number  of  instances  to  occur  ba» 

MecD  the  end  of  the  twelfth  and  sixteenth  weeks,  or,  adopting 

tother  mode  of  calculating,  between  the  fourteenth  and  eigbr 

iDtfa  weeks  after  tho  last  menstruation.     The  earliest  caaai 

r,  Bojston  appears  to  hare  been  Ibe  8nt  thti  BBtiBfacloTil;  developed 
I  opioioii  lo  tbfl  public.  allliDUgh  lie  gives  the  credit  lo  Dr.  H,  S.  JuksoQ 
t  erigioallj'  Bdinncirig  the  ides.     See  bie  paper,  copied  iVoui  tlie  Loudin 

md  Phjs.  Journal,  in  Ecleclio  Repertory,  toI.  iii.  p.  25. 

pWrtl«n  on  Midiirifer;  are  embrnoing  this  opioion.  (See  Conquest,  p.  SS't 

■gbca,  in  London  Med.  Reposiiorj,  toI.  i.  p.  146;  Blundell  and  Burnet 

S.,  to),  ill.  p.  104;  Dr.  James,  in  Burns'  Miilnirer;,  1823,  vol.  L 

laoSi  MotIcj,  p.  206 ;  Campbell,  p,  489  ;   DaTin,  p.  854.)  I>r.  Dewees,  boiF. 

r,  im  opposed  (o  it,  as  ia  also  Dr.  Montgomery,     Tbe  last  ditlinclly  feft 

ij  of  •  tfaild  in  utero,  while  tbe  tnalher  bad  no  poroepiion  of  Ibem. 

ilcrna  dould  be  distiaoti;  Telt  in  Ibe  abdamcn,  and  ;et  Lbe  motb«r 

it  quicken  rorneulj  three  weeks  Hfter.     Ur.  Kennedj  suggei>tB  LhatU 

J  uHm  from  either  cause,  p.  23. 

Dr.  Charcbill  (Midiriferir,  p.  109,)  inclines  to  the  opinion  ot  the  late  Dr. 
tat  probable.  "The  moTemenlB  ot  the  TictUB  while  tha 
is  in  Ibe  caiitj  of  the  peliis  are  not  perceiTed,  becaaau  the  ntems  la 
H  supplied  with  DcrTee  of  sensation,  and  is  auirounded  b;  parts  similailf 
I,  but  when  it  eiaergeB  froni  (be  pelTis,  it  comea  in  contact  anteriorly 
y  abdominal  parietea,  whioh  are  liberally  supplied  with  seUBitire 
A  wbieh,  by  contiguity  ot  BiibstaDCB,  Tee!  the  moverneDis,  and  thas 
Nnous  of  Ihem." 

a  physiological  eiplanfttion  of  tbe  opinion  adtocftted  in  the 

ta.1 

t  James'  Burna,  voL  i.  p.  208. 
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that  he  has  met  with  were,  one  of  eleven  weeks  and  two  dajB 
after  conception,  and  201  before  delivery;  and  another  of  198 
days  before  delivery;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  he  has  at- 
tended cases  where  the  quickening  did  not  occnr  until  the 
sixth  and  seventh  months.  In  one  instance,  a  lady,  in  seven 
successive  pregnancies,  felt  the  child  for  the  first  time  in  the 
sixth  month,  and  once  in  the  seventh.  Dr.  Ramsbotham  ob- 
serves, that  ^^if  the  woman  has  quickened,  she  has  passed 
sixteen  weeks  at  least,  and  is  probably  near  eighteen*"* 
Again,  Puzos,  a  celebrated  continental  accoucheur,  says  thai 
it  takes  place  at  the  end  of  two  months,  but  most  commonly 
at  the  expiration  of  eighteen  weeks.  Hydropic  women,  be 
adds,  do  not  observe  it  until  the  sixth  or  seventh  montLf 
And  in  a  late  trial  for  abortion  in  England,  the  medical 
witness  deposed  that  it  took  place  at  eighteen  weeks,  some- 
times in  fourteen,  and  sometimes  not  till  twenty  weeks,  but 
mostly  at  eighteen.  That  he  never  knew  it  so  late  as  twenty- 
five,  but  it  might  happen,  in  some  cases,  at  twenty-one  or 
two.  J 

The  only  writer  who,  according  to  my  knowledge,  speaks  of 
anything  like  a  positive  period,  is  Dr.  Hamilton.  ^'More 
than  forty  years,"  says  he,  ^'have  elapsed  since  I  ascertained 
that,  in  general,  quickening  takes  place  at  the  completion  of 
four  calendar  months  after  conception."§ 

The  discordance  in  the  observations  of  the  physicians  is 
readily  explained  by  recurring  to  the  cause  just  now  assigned. 
And  we  may  reasonably  suppose  that  the  motion  in  question 
will  be  soonest  felt  when  the  development  has  been  most 
rapid.  The  practical  deduction  respecting  it,  in  a  case  of 
supposed  pregnancy,  is  not  to  pronounce  a  female  nnimpr^ 
nated,  because  it  cannot  at  once  bo  felt.  The  examination 
should  be  frequently  repeated,  before  a  decisive  opinion  be 
given. 


*  London  Med.  Gaxette,  toL  xiiL  p.  551.  f  Foder^  toL  L  p.  i46b 

X  Edinburgh  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  Yol.  tI.  p.  2-18. 

{  Practical  Observations  on  Midwifery,  p.  48.  "Sometimes  at  an  earlitf 
period,  bat  generally  between  the  sixteenth  and  twentieth  week  from  the  Itfk 
period  of  being  regular,  she  feels  the  motion  of  the  foetus."  (Mxxauuui.) 
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pis.  Connected  with  tlie  previouB  signs  la  an  alteration  in  tJie 
I  of  tfu  uterui;  and  this  is  ascertained  by  what  is  called 
B  touch.  It  is  founded  on  the  following  physiological  facts. 
r  conception,  the  fundus  and  body  of  the  nteruB  both  in- 
,  and  thug,  from  its  becoming  heavier,  it  will  naturally 
ind  lower  down  in  the  pelvis,  and  project  farther  into  the 
vagina.*  The  uterus  remains  in  this  situation  until  it  becomes 
BO  large  aa  to  rise  out  of  the  pel\is;  and,  accordingly,  thia 
nporary  abbreviation  of  the  vagina  is  a  sign  of  pregnancy, 
mgh,  of  course,  an  equivocal  one.  The  body  of  the  uterua 
The  changes  in  the  neck  are  also  striking.  In  the 
mpregnated  state  it  projects  into  the  vagina  about  two- 
s  of  an  inch,  (from  a  quarter  to  half  an  inch,  Montgo- 
^,)like  a  thick,  6nn,  and  fleshy  nipple,  having  at  its  ter- 
tion  a  transverse  opening.  During  pregnancy,  it  is  felt 
Ber,  roander,  and  softer ;  the  margins  of  the  orifice  acquire 
wcoliar  lubricity,  in  consequence  of  the  increased  secretion 
1  the  muciparous  glands  in  that  situation,  and  the  orifice 
tAf  feeU  as  if  it  were  circular,  because  it  has  become  more 
Itldi&g-t   At  the  termination  of  pregnancy,  the  neck  is  com- 

■  TkM  U  the  Gommon  explanation,  but  tlie  reiieirer  of  Dr.  MoDtgamerj, 
t  British  and  Foreign  Med.  Rotiew,  (toI,  iv.  p.  4.')4,)  ileniea  thHl  the 
llaiiiii  aeluaUj  deBcende  loner  into  (he  cavity  of  ibe  pelii«.  "The  ob  uteri 
b«jng  low  in  the  pehis,  does  nD^  however,  arise  from  the  descent  of  tb« 
Menu  iuelf,  bnt  lintply,  as  Mndamo  La  Chupollv  has  ooirectl;  shoRD,  from 
iU  haTing  Laereased  in  tiie  and  its  fundus  not  jet  having  ascended  out  of 
Iki  p*1tU.'- 

t  Monlgomerj,  Signs  of  Pregnanej,  p.  100.  Dr.  Bimbaum  nsaorls  that. 
It  mM»j  eases,  when  the  orifice  of  the  womb  Teels  arcular,  he  oonvinced 

Eitf  hf  the  ipeculani  that  its  faTm  was  in  reality  iraniverii.  The  degree 
setentng  of  the  eervix  uteri  is  also,  according  to  him,  an  uooerlalit 
8t  noliet  »f  Bimltaum  on  Ihe  <Aobj<i  wkith  Ihi  eerva:  and  loKtr  itgrnent 
■  Hfjnw  tmitrso  in  the  iteaad  half  of  ptesn<mcy.  (British  and  Foreign 
Nedliml  Bavieir.  vol.  xvi.  p.  181.) 

"The  changta  in  the  oooditian  of  the  os  and  cervix  uteri  dating  preg- 

HMj  b**e  h«n  investigated  by  MM.  PiluEsUi,  ChuUy.  and  Caieaui.    The 

■!(•  ibej  have  arrived  at  agree  on  the  whole  wiih  those  of  Bimbaum, 

IngtU,  indeed,  appears  to  have  fallen  into  the  error  of  imagining  that 

X  uteri  becomes  actually  elongated  {n  (he  course  of  pregnoDo; ;  and 

vSnfa  paper  ia  prinoipall;  oooupied  with  a  reftitalion  of  this  optnion; 

peBlargemeat  wbieh  may  pouibly  resnit  from  tumefaclion  of  tlie  cervix 

■  early  period  of  pcegnancj  being,  in  hie  opinion,  too  slight  to  be 
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pletelj  obliterated ;  the  portion  of  utems  which  lies  oyer  the 
top  of  the  vagina  no  longer  projecting  into  its  cavity,  but 
forming  a  flat  roof. 

This  obliteration  generally  commences  in  a  first  pregnancy 
about  the  fifth  month,  bat  in  females  who  have  had  seyeral 
children,  the  neck  yields  more  readily,  and  accordingly  widi 
some  it  is  much  altered  at  the  fourth,  as  it  is  in  the  previoiis 
case  at  the  sixth  month.'*' 

During  the  period  of  these  alterations,  the  vagina  is  more 
elongated,  since  the  uterus  rises  farther  up.  But  toward  d0> 
livery,  this  viscus  gradually  re-descends.  The  os  uteri  also 
varies  with  the  changes  in  the  cervix.  The  lips  gradually 
flatten  and  disappear,  and  toward  delivery,  a  small  rugoiu 
hole  is  only  discoverable.f 

appreciated.  M.  Cazeaux's  conclusions  are:  1.  That  a  softening  of  the  tcz- 
ture  of  the  oerrix  uteri  takes  place  from  the  Tery  beginning  of  pregnancy 
being  for  the  first  few  months  confined  to  its  lower  part,  but  extending  tnm 
below  upward,  and  taking  place  less  rapidly  and  in  a  less  marked  degree 
in  primipara)  than  in  those  who  have  already  borne  children.  2.  While  tUi 
softening  goes  on,  the  cerrix  dilates ;  presenting,  in  those  who  have  had 
children,  the  form  of  a  funnel,  with  its  base  downward,  while  in  primipem 
it  is  more  spindle-shaped.  8.  The  os  uteri  is  closed  in  primipane  until  the 
end  of  pregnancy;  in  women  who  have  borne  children  it  is  widely  opeit 
forming  the  base  of  the  funneL  4.  As  a  general  rule,  no  real  shortening  ef 
the  cervix  takes  place  until  about  the  last  fortnight  of  utero-geetatioiL'' 
(West's  Report,  in  Brit,  and  For.  Med.  Rer.,  April,  1844.)  <*The  diagnoetio 
eign  in  the  earlier  months  was  found  in  the  tealing  of  the  oa  uteri.  It,  ea 
examination,  the  opening  of  the  os  was  obliterated,  being  filled  np  by  ft 
thick  glutinous  secretion,  a  confident  opinion  was  given,  which  was  inTariir 
bly  realized."  (Ashwell,  in  Guy's  Hospital  Reports,  vol.  i.  p.  133.) 

On  examination  in  the  virgin  state,  the  anterior  lip  of  the  uterus  appeeil 
f\iller  and  more  prominent,  while  the  posterior  is  of  greater  length.  Chreei 
diversity  of  opinion  prevails  as  to  the  natural  size  of  the  orifice.  Some  Mjtt 
is  so  small  as  not  to  admit  a  probe;  others,  that  it  will  admit  the  glans  peoJa 
My  own  experience  would  lead  me  to  say,  that  the  of  uteri  in  the  virgin  tUte 
will  admit  the  point  of  the  little  finger,  (Dr.  Wm.  Hunter  was  of  the  MMI 
opinion,)  and  that  in  those  who  have  borne  children,  it  is  generally  a  little 
larger.  ( Dr.  Charles  Bell,  in  Edinburgh  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal, vol.  IxiL  p.  Itu) 

*  Goooh,  p.  213.  Yelpeau  corroborates  this,  and  states  expressly  thai 
repeated  observations  and  the  most  carefully  conducted  experiments  have 
shown  him  that  the  changes  which  the  cervix  uteri  undergoes  during  pfl^ 
nancy  vary  almost  as  much  as  its  anatomical  characters,  in  unimpregnated 
females.  (London  Medical  Quarterly  Review,  voL  iii.  p.  92.) 

f  Denman;  W.  Hnnter;  Barns. 
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Mow  with  a  knowledge  of  theae  facts,  we  may  proceed  to 
izaminatioQ  to  ascertain  their  presence.  Having  cvacu- 
]  the  bladder  and  intestines,  the  female  is  laid  in  such  a 
position  that  the  muscles  of  the  abdomen  may  be  in  a  state  of 
relaxation.  The  fore  and  middle  fingers  of  the  right  hand 
arc  then  placed  on  the  cervix  uteri,  while  the  abdomen  is  to 
te  felt  with  the  left.  The  patient  should  then  be  required  to 
breathe  deeply,  and  the  examiner  should  press  gently  with  bis 
hand  during  expiration.  If  the  uterus  be  enlarged,  he  will 
feel  A  hard,  globular,  resisting  moss  above  the  pubes.  The 
orifice  and  neck  should  also  be  examined,  and  it  is  partica- 
larly  advised  to  jerk  upward  the  point  of  the  finger,  so  as  to 
act  gently  on  the  uterine  tumor.  A  sensation  of  something 
receding  will  be  felt,  and  which  will  presently  fall  again  on 
the  point  of  the  finger.  This  is  owing  to  the  ffetus  floating 
upward  a  little  in  the  liquor  amnii,  and  then  descending  by 
its  own  weight.*  The  best  period  for  applying  this  test  is 
between  the  fifth  and  sixth  months. 

Such  an  examination,  it  will  be  perceived,  elucidates  the 
itatc  both  of  the  womb  and  the  foetus.  It  is  certainly  one  of 
the  most  unequivocal  modes  of  ascertaining  pregnancy.  But 
it  requires  long  habit  to  become  expert  at  it,  and  this  few 
practitioners  will  have  an  opportunity  of  obtaining.  The 
most  distinguished  accoucheurs  have  been,  and  probably 
will  continue  to  be,  deceived  with  it.  Of  this,  the  works  of 
M&aricenn  and  Baudolocque  bear  testimony,  and  Fodcri^  re- 
lates a  case  which  should  make  every  physician  diatruat  hia 
■kill.  In  a  hospital  where  he  attended,  a  female  was  detained 
oa  suspicion  of  being  pregnant.  Several  medical  persons 
vtEitet]  and  examined  her.  Some  declared  that  she  was  io 
tbe  eighth  month  of  pregnancy,  while  others  denied  that  she 
^  ever  conceived.  She  was  kept  in  the  hospital  daring  a 
e  yoar,  and  was  then  dismissed  as  large  as  ever.f 

|P  Fodert,  Tol.  i.  p.  450;   Smith,  p.  485:    tlohl,  in  British  and  Foreign 
1  Review,  vol.  i.  p.  108;  Churchill.     The  exnmiQetion  ma;  slso  be 
ll  in  (kt  Btandinf;  poaiUoii.     It  is  oalled  Italloltetatnl  bj  Ihe  French, 
ft  Fodsri,  lol.  i.  p.  4(>1.     CapurOD  menii'ona  another  c«»e  in  which  both 
n  tuid  Bandelooque  were  miglaken.    One  said  it  wm  CDcjsted  diopej 

¥oL.  I.  19 
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It  hftB,  however,  been  asserted,  since  the  employment  of  ihe 
speculum,  that  the  occurrence  of  prcTious  or  present  preg- 
nancy, or  the  contrary,  may  be  detected  through  its  mens 
by  an  examination  of  the  neck  of  the  uterus.  Dr.  Hue 
D'Espine,  of  Geneva,  has  published  his  investigations  on  tins 
subject,  of  which  the  following  is  a  brief  outline. 

The  neck  of  the  uterus,  in  a  healthy  female  who  has  never 
been  pregnant,  has  the  form  of  a  small  nipple  projecting  more 
than  it  is  broad  at  the  base;  its  color  is  usually  that  of  die 
vagina,  and  varies  between  the  pale  rose,  the  rose,  or  the  rio- 
let  rose  shade.  It  is  never  vivid  in  a  state  of  health.  Tlie 
orifice  always  has  the  form  either  of  a  triangular  or  round 
aperture,  and  is  constantly  of  very  small  diameter,  not  more 
than  one  or  two  lines. 

There  were  some  exceptions  to  this  general  result,  sinee  in 
a  few,  the  neck  was  but  little  prominent  or  entirely  flat. 

If  one  or  two  children  have  been  born,  the  neck  is  fonnd 
increased  in  size,  and  more  or  less  flattened.  The  orifice 
is  almost  linear  and  not  round,  and  it  is  dilatable.  The 
length  of  the  orifice  is  always  three  lines,  and  frequently  six 
or  eight. 

In  those  who  have  miscarried,  an  approach  to  the  nuDips- 
rous  has  been  observed,  particularly  as  to  the  shape  of  the 
neck.  The  orifice  would  seem  to  become  sinuous  or  jagged, 
in  proportion  to  the  number  of  previous  labors.^  How  &r 
this  mode  of  examination  will  be  found  generally  applicahk 
or  correct,  remains  yet  to  be  determined. 

As  to  the  investigation  already  described  by  means  of  die 
touch,  I  will  only  add  that  there  are  some  varieties  in  the  con* 
formation  of  parts  that  render  this  sign  useless,  or  unavBila- 
ble.  The  neck  of  the  uterus  is  oftentimes  seated  very  low, 
both  in  married  and  unmarried  females,  while  in  others,  it  is 
almost  out  of  reach.     The  near  approach  of  menstruation  and 


with  extra-uteriDe  pregnancy;  and  the  other,  that  it  was  an  enonnou 
BcirrhuB  of  the  uterus,  and  yet  in  three  weeks  a  large  and  healthj  child  vu 
bom.  (London  Medical  Quarterly  RoTiew,  toL  ii.  p.  274.) 

*  Dunglison's  American  Intelligencer,  toL  L  p.  103,  firoa  tlie  Arehifii 
GMn^rales  de  MMecine,  April,  1886. 
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the  accompanying  irritation  of  the  uterus,  may  also,  accord- 
ing to  Dr.  Montgomery,  effect  a  change  in  the  form  and  tex- 
ture of  the  OS  uteri,  similar  to  that  occurring  in  pregnancy; 
this,  however,  ia  transitory.  Several  affections  of  tlie  uterm 
proiluce  an  increase  in  the  volume  of  the  organ,  and  an  ex- 
aminalton  by  the  touch  may  give  an  impression  very  similar 
to  that  of  a  child  contained  in  it.  But,  above  all,  the  value  of 
it  is  dimtnishcd  from  the  fact  that  it  can  be  made  with  most 
readiness  at  the  early  stages  of  pregnancy,  when  the  uterus 
is  low  down,  while  at  the  seventh  month  the  uterus  haa  risen 
high  Dp,  and  can  bo  examined  with  much  greater  difficulty. 
"~  1  thus  be  applied  with  greater  certainty  of  success  only 
m  periods  when  our  opinions  at  the  best  must  be  doubtful. 
I  7.  We  can  derive  satisfactory  information  on  this  subject  by 
■  txtaaination  of  the  vagina. 

L  Dr.  Kluge,  professor  of  Midwifery  in  Berlin,  considers  a 
uh  tint  of  the  vagina,  extending  from  the  os  externum  to 
the  OH  uteri,  as  a  sure  test  of  pregnancy.     According  to  him, 
this  discoloration  commences  with  the  fourth  week  of  preg- 
nancy, continues  to  increase  to  the  period  of  delivery,  and 
ceases  with  the  lochia.      The  only  condition  considered  as 
likely  to  vitiate  this  test  is  the  existence  of  hemorrhoids  in  a 
^^j^gry  marked  degree.     Dr.  Sommer,  of  Copenhagen,  convinced 
^■fawelf  of  the  presence  of  this  particular  color  in  pregnant 
^^Muen,  under  the  direction  of  Professor  Kluge.* 
^^  Parcnl-Dnchatelet,  in  his  remarJiable  work  on  Prostitution 
in  the  City  of  Paris,  mentions  that  M.  Jacquemin  had,  in  ex- 
atnining  the  public  women  at  the  dispensary,  discovered  a  pe- 
^uity  belonging  to  the  pregnant  state,  viz.,  a  change  of 
r  in  the  lining  membrane  of  the  vagina.     It  becomes  of  a 
blet  hue  and  sometimes  purplish,  hke  the  lees  of  wine.     M. 
iqiKiain  has  never  been  deceived  in  this,  although  he  has 
i  4500  cases  passing  through  his  hands. f 
■[Ur.  Montgomery,  In  the  first  edition  of  his  work,  attaches 

f  *  BriUth  and  Foreign  Med.  BeTieir,  Tol.  il.  p.  275.  Dr.  Antrepoot  ftp- 
[o  hkiB  added  bU  testimonj  in  fKTor  of  thia  sign.  (lAneet,  Jftan- 

y6,  I«*.  p.  495.) 

f  D«  !•  ProsliluiioD,  toL  i.  p.  217.  The  itntbor  Etstea  thai  be  has  verified 
tU*  iMi  nader  tbe  direeUoa  of  M.  Jacquemin. 
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little  importance  to  this  sign;  but  in  the  last  edition  he  sayi: 
"  Since  expressing  these  opinions,  mj  experience  on  this  poiiit 
has  been  very  ample  indeed,  and  I  have  seen  reason  to  eoDr 
sider  this  sign  of  a  far  greater  positive  value  than  I  could 
venture  to  allow  it  at  that  time :  it  has  also,  since  then,  beoa 
examined  by  others,  competent  to  judge,  and  I  think  with  a 
very  general  agreement  an  1  acknowledgment  of  its  import* 
ance/'*— J.  P.W.] 

Lastly,  Professor  Osiander  has  announced  a  sign  to  which 
he  is  inclined  to  attach  great  importance,  and  which  he  calb 
the  vaginal  pulse.  ^^In  pregnancy,"  he  says,  ^Hhe  artem 
uterina  and  its  branch,  the  arteria  vaginalis^  must  be  neces- 
sarily increased  in  size,  and  their  systole  and  diastole  in  some 
degree  affected  by  the  process  going  on  in  the  parts  wUdi 
they  supply.  At  that  time  he  has  felt  the  arteria  vaginalis  at 
the  posterior  border  of  the  columna  rugarum  anterior,  and  has 
found  its  pulsation  to  be  stronger  and  harder,  and  its  caliber 
greater  than  usual.  During  imminent  abortion  and  other 
morbid  conditions,  he  has  observed  the  vaginal  pulse  to  be 
quicker  than  the  radial,  "f 

Dubois,  however,  while  he  allows  the  possibility  of  this,  as- 
serts that  an  increased  vaginal  pulse  may  occur  from  many 
other  causes. 

8.  I  may  add  in  this  place  a  brief  notice  of  some  equivocal 
signs,  but  which  should  not  be  overlooked  in  a  mecUco-l^al 
investigation.  If  present,  they  assist  in  completing  the  mass 
of  evidence. 

One  is  drawn  from  the  appearance  of  the  blood.  Accord- 
ing to  Dr.  Blundell  it  is  generally  sizy  during  pregnancy. 
Dr.  Montgomery,  however,  denies  this,  and  it  probably  is  not 
a  constant  occurrence. 

Andral  and  Gavarret  have,  however,  shown  that  the  "blood 
of  females  in  the  later  stages  of  pregnancy  manifest  a  re- 
markable tendency  to  assume  the  character  of  the  blood  of 
inflammation."* 


*  Signs  and  Symptoms  of  Pregnancy,  2d  London  edition,  p.  241. 
f  British  and  Foreign  Med.  Reyiew,  toI.  iii.  p.  247. 
%  Ibid.,  ToL  xvii.  p.  148. 
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The  secretion  from  tLc  salivary  glands  is  often  viscid,  of  a. 
Thitc  and  frothy  appearance,  and  sometimes  so  much  in- 
^HieftGed  in  quantity  as  to  constitnte  salivation.  Dr.  Mont- 
^^Bmery,  besides  his  own  cases,  quotes  Hippocrates,  Gardien, 
^Hhrns,  and  Dewees,  in  conformation  of  its  occasional  pre- 
^^febce.  Dr.  Churchill  has  also  noticed  it.  It  is  distinguished 
^Hy  the  absence  of  spongines^s  and  soreness  of  the  gums,  and 
^^ne  want  of  the  fcetor  which  accompanies  ptyalism  from  mer- 
cury.* 

A  chemical  test  was,  1831,  announced  by  M.  Naaebe,  of 
Pftrio,  sltbongh  it  is  not  original  with  him.  He  asserts  that 
y  aDowing  the  urine  of  pregnant  women  to  stand  for  some 
J  there  will  form  a  white,  flaky,  pulverulent  matter,  being 
!  ctueum^  or  peculiar  principU  of  milk  formed  in  the 
taitt  during  gestation.  In  a  case  where  the  stethoscope 
i  aa  examination  per  vaginam  failed,  ho  was  enabled  by  it, 
E  is  said,  to  predict  the  presence  of  pregnancy.  Dr.  Mont- 
gomery repeated  the  experiment  with  success  in  several  cases; 
the  peculiar  deposit  appearing  as  if  a  little  milk  had  been 
thrown  into  the  nrine,  and  which  was  partly  deposited  and 
partly  floating.  Sir  Robert  Kane,  at  the  request  of  Dr.  Ken- 
nedy, made  a  similar  examination,  and  found  the  white  Soccu- 
lent  precipitate  not  only  in  the  urine  of  pregnant  women,  but 
also  in  e'{ua]  quantity  from  that  of  a  female  of  fourteen,  and 
a  woman  nursing  for  two  months. 

Mr.  Pereira,  of  London,  also  found  this  substance  in  the 
urine  of  women  far  advanced  in  pregnancy,  but  not,  he  adds, 
invariably  in  that  voided  during  the  early  months. f  M. 
Eguiser,  of  Paris,  however,  after  a  aeries  of  extended  cxperi- 
tneuta  and  observations,  asserts  its  existence  from  the  first 


*  A  rtmirbable  cue  it  relnled  b;  Mr.  Gorham.  in  London  Med.  Gniette, 
T«L  \lii  p.  STB,  Thkt  it  also  fcequentl;  (vccurs  in  hysteriji.  1b  eetabliahed 
bj  the  references  of  Mr.  Lti;eock,  to  Edln.  Med.  und  Surg.  Journal,  toI.  1. 

^ts. 

f  LMieet.  N.  8.,  fol.  riii.  p.  678;  Keanedj,  p.  57;  Dr.  Ciimmin-B  Lroturei, 
ti  Ldodon  Medickl  Oaietle,  toI.  xii,  p.  4S3,  Mr.  Tuiahou  hna  sleo  proTcd 
iU  prMmec  in  cum  vtherB  pr«gniiDry  wu  not  suspected,  but  finsll;  proved 
l»  bt  |ir«Miit.  Medico-Chirurg.  Be'riew,  toI,  xxit.  p.  228;  alao  VanDoni 
In  IW  OBHI,  Amerioui  Journal  Med.  Scieneei,  S.  8.,  Toi  Tii.  p.  489,  from 
ft«TU  McdiskU. 
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month  of  pregnancy  to  deliTorj.  The  urine  must  be  allowed 
to  stand  from  two  to  six  days,  when  minute  opake  bodies  are 
observed  to  rise  from  the  bottom  to  the  surface  of  the  fluid, 
and  to  form  a  continuous  layer,  so  consistent  that  it  can  be 
almost  lifted  off  by  raising  it  by  one  of  its  edges.  It  is  whitish, 
slightly  granular,  and  much  resembles  the  fatty  substance  that 
scums  on  soups,  after  they  are  allowed  to  cool.  After  some 
days,  small  masses  gradually  detach  themselves,  and  fall  to 
the  bottom.  The  name  of  kiesteine  is  now  given  to  this  sub- 
stance.* Dr.  Montgomery  thus  concludes  his  observations 
upon  this  subject  if  ^^  Having  thus  noticed  the  investigations 
and  opinions  of  several  competent  authorities  on  this  subject, 
I  have  to  add  that  my  own  examinations  of  the  matter  have 
not  afforded  me  any  satisfactory  result.  In  some  of  the  speci- 
mens of  urine,  from  cases  of  undoubted  pregnancy,  the  pecu- 
liar changes  did  not  present  themselves ;  in  other  cases,  where 
pregnancy  did  not  exist,  appearances  were  observed,  so  like 
those  supposed  to  indicate  that  state,  that  I  confess  I  could 
not  discriminate  between  them.  Thus,  as  to  the  cheesy  odor 
on  which  so  much  stress  is  laid  by  some  observers,  it  was  not 
perceptible  in  several  of  the  cases  examined  by  me,  althou^ 
the  other  changes  were  distinct.'' 

*  Edinburgh  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  toI.  Hi.  p.  686.  Dr.  Golding  Bird 
has  further  Terificd  the  existence  of  this  substance  in  a  number  of  cases  «f 
pregnancy.  He  is  inclined  to  consider  it  as  closely  resembling  caseous  msiU 
ter  mixed  with  abundance  of  the  early  phosphates  in  a  crystalized  state.  la 
one  instance,  the  pregnant  female  was  laboring  under  febrile  symptoms,  and 
the  urine  was  scanty.  Not  the  slightest  appearance  of  a  pellicle  could  be 
detected,  but  on  her  restoration  to  health  it  reappeared.  (Guy's  HospitsI 
Reports,  toI.  t.  p.  15.)  The  experiments  of  Drs.  McPheeters  and  Pen7,rsBl* 
dent-physicians  at  the  Philadelphia  Hospital,  on  upwards  of  fifty  femalsib 
either  pregnant  or  not  so,  are  also  decidedly  in  faTor  of  its  occurrence  oa^ 
during  pregnancy.  (American  Med.  Intelligencer,  toL  It.  p.  S69.) 

Dr.  Letheby  found  it  at  all  dates  between  the  second  and  ninth  months^  ia 
forty-eight  out  of  fifty  oases,  and  also  in  ten  females  immediately  after  d^ 
livery.  (London  Medical  Gazette,  toL  xxix.  p.  505.)  Dr.  Elisha  K.  Ka&e»of 
Philadelphia,  in  eighty-five  pregnant  females,  whose  urine  was  f^iaminf^, 
obtained  a  well-marked  kiesteine  pellicle  in  sixty-eight ;  in  eleren,  it  was 
notioed  in  a  modified  form,  while  in  six  it  was  wanting.  He  also  found  It 
in  forty-four  cases  out  of  ninety-four,  during  lactation.  (American  JonziuJ 
Med.  Sciences,  N.  S.,  toL  iv.  p.  18.) 

f  Signs  of  Pregnancy,  2d  London  edition,  p.  806. 
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I  In  coafinnatioD  of  this  opinion,  ve  maj  add  the  testimony 
"f  Dr.  G.  T,  Elliott,  who  tested  a  number  of  specimens,  and 

uic  tubular  records  of  over  one  hundred  and  fiftj-three  cases. 

B  says:*  "  In  short,  the  result  of  our  labors  but  enables  us  to 

f  that  we  have  seen  nothing  conclusive  as  to  recognizable 
oliaritiee  in  the  urine  of  pregnancy.     We  think  that  there 

lOOtbing  positive  in  its  indications,  and  that  its  appear&ncea 

It  scarcely  even  be  called  corroborative." 
bDonn^  thinks  he  has  ascertained  that  the  urine  during  preg- 

Dcy  contains  less  uric  acid  and  phosphate  of  lime — thesa 
■ing  required  for  the  formation  of  the  bones  of  the  foetus. f 
■  The  reader  will  £nd  in  the  notes,  an  analysis  of  additional 

jrrations. 
^  0.  I  come  now  to  the  application  of  auscultation  to  the 

rtTid  ntems. 
^  Dr.  Kergaradec,  of  Paris,  directed  by  the  brilliant  disco- 
e  of  Laennec,  was  the  first  who  fully  noticed  this  subject.^ 

l^lItvTork  Joumal  of  Medioiae,  1B66,  vol,  i.  p.  IBI. 
t  British  »nd  Foreign  Med.  Review,  toL  lii.  p.  639.  To  IhD<ie  who  ars 
■  of  eipraimeDting  for  il,  (he  following,  by  Dr.  Lethebj,  may  ht 
lie  direols  thst  the  nrinc  be  obtaioed  when  tLe  female  is  as  trM 
iM*M  u  possible,  and  thai  psaied  earlj  in  the  niorDing  should  be 
Expose  Ibis,  in  &  tall  narrow  glasa,  to  a  temperaLure  of  about 
A  inuih  lower  lomperainre,  as  40°,  will  delay  its  produolion  fo» 
In  two  or  three  daya,  if  the  woman  be  prcgaant,  tbe  Grat  indionlioa 
■(■rbiiloen.  In  a  day  or  two  more,  a  Ibin  pcUicie  Tonus  on  tbe  surfacef 
■ad  this  gradDally  acqairea  consisieooe  up  to  a  fortnight.  Tbe  odor  i> 
pecnUar,  not  like  ohaeae,  as  Dr.  Bird  states,  but  like  that  of  raw  beef  begin- 
■iug  la  putre^- 

Tlu  peculiar  pellicle  needs  not  Ui  be  ooDfounded  with  olbers,  and  Dommoa 
■BM.  Tlie  litbatea  give  out  the  smell  of  ammania,  and  when  disturbed  fall 
lo  tb*  batlou.  Neither  of  these  occurs  with  kieateine.  Lebioonu  (Phyaio- 
logiol  Chemistry)  doubt*  whether  kieateiae  is  a  peculiar  subatanoe.  (Sm 
Brilijh  anJ  For.  Med.  Reyiew.  Tol.  xril.  p.  ^3^,)  I  must  refer  u  to  Oravi- 
imt,  another  tuppotrH  new  principle  in  the  urioe,  to  the  LeniloD  sod  Ediii- 
tergh  Manlbly  Journal  Med.  Saieuce,  containing  the  papers  of  Drs.  Stark 

^^^^Dr.  Mayor,  of  Genera,  sliiteil  in  the  Bibliotbeque  Uniierselle,  previous 
^^^Hfc*  publication  of  Kergaradec.  thai  the  fact  of  a  fcetua  being  alive  near 
^Hft  lerminatioD  of  pregnancy  inight  be  ascertained  by  applying  tbe  enr  to 
^^U*  abdomeD  of  the  in»ther— the  puisationa  of  the  heart  being  then  ver;  per^ 
CtptiU*.  {E«rgaradec'i  MemMr,  p.  30.) 
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In  a  memoir  read  before  the  Royal  Academy  of  Medicine  in 
1821,  and  published  in  1822,  he  developed  the  leading  fact8| 
and  has  left  scarcely  anything  to  future  obserrers  than  to 
verify  and  strengthen  his  references. 

The  indications  of  the  presence  of  a  living  foetus  in  the 
womb,  as  derived  from  auscultation,  are  two :  1.  The  actum 
of  the  foetal  heart.  This  is  marked  by  double  pulsations,  and 
it  greatly  exceeds  in  frequency  the  maternal  pulse.  In  the 
first  case  noticed  by  Kergaradec,  it  varied  from  143  to  148  in 
a  minute,  while  the  pulse  of  the  mother  was  not  more  than  70. 
The  pulsations  may  be  perceived  as  early  as  the  fifth,  or  be- 
tween that  and  the  sixth  month.*  Their  situation  varieM  vnA 
the  position  of  the  child,  and  accordingly  they  are  more  dis- 
tinct at  one  time  than  another,  in  the  same  place,  and  in  differ- 
ent  places  at  different  times.  Their  most  general  situation, 
however,  is  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen.  The  space  over 
which  they  are  perceptible  at  the  latter  period  of  pregnancy 
is  about  six  inches  long,  and  three  or  four  broad,  and  their 
intensity,  of  course,  corresponds  with  the  nearness  of  the  ob- 
server to  the  source  of  the  sounds.  In  the  early  months  they 
are  necessarily  less  manifest  in  each  respect.  The  foetal  circo- 
lation  does  not  appear  to  be  affected,  in  health,  by  agitation  in 
the  maternal.  It  varies  from  120  to  160  in  a  minute,  far  ex- 
ceeding, as  already  stated,  that  of  the  mother. f  An  opposite 
case  was  that  by  Dr.  Ferguson,  in  which  the  foetal  heart  was 
distinctly  heard  to  beat  only  28,^  and  the  mother's  100.  From 
its  rareness  it  is  possible  that  some  peculiarity  in  structure 
may  have  been  the  cause.  Dr.  Kennedy,  however,  relates 
instances  in  which  the  mothers  were  laboring  under  disease; 
and  the  loss  of  blood,  either  by  hemorrhage  or  venesection, 
produced  striking  changes  in  the  foetal  circulation. 


*  "Most  examinations  were  fruitless  before  the  20th  week."  (Xakqilb.) 
On  the  other  hand,  Dr.  Tan  Arsdale  cites  cases  where  thej  were  heard  aft 
the  expiration  of  12,  14,  and  16  weeks.  Probably  the  statement  in  the  k«xft 
is  the  most  correct  as  to  the  great  majority  of  cases. 

f  The  average  of  the  pulsations  of  the  fa>tal  heart,  as  deduced  by  Dr. 
Naegele,  from  a  comparison  of  600  cases,  is  136  strokes  in  a  minute. 

%  Dr.  Naegele  abo  mentions  that  he  found  the  heart  of  a  healthy  foBtai 
betting  not  mor«  than  90,  daring  the  whole  of  pregnancy. 
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ES.  The  second  auscnltatory  sign  of  ihe  presence  of  the  fcehu 
I  been  variously  termed,  the  placental  sound,  the  plaeenlctl 
Mlowt  toundf  the  utero-placental  gouffe,  and  the  uterine  mur- 
mur nud  uterine  sound.  These  names  have  their  origin  in 
the  diversity  of  opinion  that  exists  concerning  its  cause.  By 
some  it  is  referred  to  the  placenta,  while  others  assert  that  it 
has  its  scat  in  the  arteries  of  the  uterus."  It  ia  always  syn- 
i^onous  with  the  pulse  at  the  wrist,  and  changes  with  every 
rfttioD  that  the  pulse  undergoes.  {Naegele.)  It  varies  in 
e  and  intensity,  hut  is  generally  accompanied  with  a  rush- 
j  noise,  resembling  the  blast  of  a  pair  of  bellowB.  The  place 
Rdcb  it  occupies  is  said  never  to  change,  (although  this  is  also 
mied,)  bat  it  varies  in  different  individuals,  and  is  seldom  so 
e  in  extent  as  the  space  in  which  the  foetal  heart  is  per- 
Thc  time  at  which  it  commonly  begins  to  be  heard 
P'the  end  of  the  fourth  month,  or  as  soon  as  the  fundus  of  the 
B  has  risen  above  the  upper  brim  of  the  pelvis,  so  that  it 
can  be  brought  in  contact  with  the  abdominal  parietes,  by  the 
^«saure  of  the  extremity  of  the  stethoscope-f  It  is  said  to 
b«  ercn  louder  then  than  at  the  full  term,  Certainly  at  later 
periods  the  sound  is  duller,  more  difiused,  and  no  longer  gives 

*  Kergiiradeo  considBTed  it  produced  bf  the  paesnge  gf  tlie  Hood  IbTongb 
tb*  pUccQial  TGWeU:  Laeooea  pUced  it  inihe  uterine  arteries;  Paul  Duboii, 
in  the  YMCiilar  sjBlem  of  the  tiiiaue  of  Ihe  uterus  generally;  Kunuedj,  ia  the 
a.  sided  probablj  bj  the  circiilaliou  io  the  materual  pIftOCDtft; 
irriler,  ia  Ihe  enlarged  uterine  TeeaelB  oorree ponding  lo  die 
loa  ImmediBtely  connecled  with  the  plBcente.  "Bouiliuud  eousidere  11 
g  lo  Ui<  MmpresBion  or  one  or  more  of  llie  large  veadels  of  ihe  sbdomen, 
•  bypoRMlrie  Bud  external  iliac  arleriee,  b;  Ihe  uteruB  charged  with 
3t  of  conccpiion."  Kiegcle  supposed  it  to  be  produeed  by  cauBH 
itieg  in  Ihe  strutlure  of  ihe  uierino  Tebsela,  such  bs  the  lorluousnefls  of 
■■rUriea.  and  perhips  also  the  diUl&Iian  of  their  CBTitles  and  atlenuatioa 

^  Aoeording  lo  Dr.  Keonedy,  (pp.  80,  62, )  he  distinclly  deteoted  it  lo  th« 
,  •leienlli,  and  tueinh  week.  Dni.  Montgomery  aod  VelpeBu  hava 
ir  mcceeded  unlil  four  monlhs  of  pregnano;  had  been  completed.  Dr. 
,a  aeldom  found  it  sufficiently  dielinct  to  be  clearly  recogniied  before 
K  fbarih  month.  In  iweBiy  oasee  out  of  thirty-fiTe,  it  waa  audible  at  the 
■Bill  week;  in  three  only,  at  the  fourlcenlh.  Sometimca,  he  adds,  it 
>t  b«  heard  until  Uie  beglDcing  of  the  fifth  month,  but  in  all  ca^os  it  a 
d«  ••teral  weeka  looner  than  the  ficlal  pulsations, 
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the  sensation  of  being  confined  to  a  single  artery.  Dr.  Fe^ 
gnson  observes  that  he  has  most  frequently  found  the  plaoental 
sound  in  either  iliac  region,  although  he  has  detected  it  in 
almost  every  part  of  the  abdomen. 

^^  The  noise  of  the  placenta  and  the  action  of  the  fcetal 
heart  are  commonly  found  on  opposite  sides  of  the  body. 
This,  however,  is  not  constantly  the  case,  for  sometimes  both 
the  phenomena  are  audible  on  the  same  side,  and  in  one  cue 
Laennec  and  Kergaradec  perceived  the  heart's  action  behind 
that  of  the  placenta — the  place  where  they  were  examined 
being  the  anterior  part  of  the  hypogastric  region. 

In  a  case  of  twins,  Laennec  detected  the  pulsation  of  tw) 
fcetal  hearts  by  the  stethoscope  previous  to  delivery. 

8.  To  these  a  third  sound  has  been  added  by  Dr.  Kenne^i 
and  confirmed  by  Drs.  Dietrich  and  Naegele,  which  is  said 
to  have  its  scat  in  the  umbilical  cord.  It  is  a  single  beUom 
sound,  synchronous  with  the  foetal  pulsations,  and,  of  course^ 
not  with  the  maternal.  The  surface  over  which  it  ia  heard  is 
narrow,  and  extends  for  a  few  inches  transversely  across  thft 
abdomen.  It  is  often  observed  during  pregnancy,  as  well  as 
in  labor,  and  is  almost  always  perceptible  when  the  funis  is 
wound  around  the  body  of  the  child,  or  when  the  cord  is  conk- 
pressed  between  the  uterus  and  the  back  of  the  foetus.  It  also 
changes  its  place  during  labor,  descending  with  the  progress 
of  that  process.  Hence  pressure,  or  stretching  of  the  funis, 
or  both  combined,  inducing  a  diminution  of  the  caliber  of  the 
umbilical  arteries,  is  considered  as  the  cause.* 

It  must  not,  however,  be  imagined  that  this  investigatieii 
can  be  made  without  attention,  or  that  it  is  not  occasionaDj 
liable  to  doubt.  The  examiner  should  be  a  person  well  versed 
in  the  use  of  the  stethoscope ;  he  should  be  cautious  not  to 
express  a  positive  opinion  in  medico-legal  cases  before  the  fifth 
month  has  passed,  and  he  must  recollect  that  in  some  the  foetal 
pulsations  cannot  at  once  be  observed.  In  other  instances, 
sometimes  hours,  and  even  days  elapse  without  detecting  them, 


*  Kennedy,  p.  121 ;  Dietrich,  in  British  and  Foreign  Medical  Review,  toLz. 
p.  274;  Naegele  on  Aoscaltationy  p.  61. 
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1  ihej  had  been  already  noticed.  This  is  attributed 
P  feebleness  id  the  cbild,  to  its  removal  from  that  side  of  th^ 
y  over  which  its  body  rested,  or  to  a  very  copious  secretion 
I  liquor  smnii.  This  last  will,  at  all  events,  render  the  sounds 
pbler.  They  must  not  be  confounded  with  the  action  of  the 
IVther'a  heart,  which  is  often  distinctly  audible  in  the  region 
I  the  uterus,*  with  intestinal  motions,  or  with  muscular  ooa- 
ctions,  produced  by  tho  pressure  of  the  stethoscope.  Dr. 
trgoson  suggests  that  possibly  pulsations  in  the  iliac  arta- 
I,  accompaaied  with  the  bellows  sound,  might  be  mistaken 
r  the  placental  souffle.  These,  however,  he  adds,  would  only 
t  noticed  in  the  groin,  whereas  the  noise  of  the  placenta  will 
t  heard  over  a  space  of  some  inches  in  extent.  Again,  if  the 
icenta  be  attached  to  the  posterior  part  of  the  uterus,  csp^ 
illy  toward  the  neck,  the  thrill  may  be  beyond  the  reach  of 
be  instrument. 

I  The  cxamtnatioD  may  be  made  either  in  the  sitting,  stand- 
;,  or  horizontal  position.  The  last  is,  however,  preferred, 
\  has  the  advantage,  that  it  can  be  used  without  removing 
B  ordinary  dress.  Everything  in  the  shape  of  stays  or  cor- 
B  should,  however,  be  previously  put  aside. 
Ut  is  impossible  to  peruse  the  cases  of  Kergaradec,  LaenneO) 
;nBon,  Kennedy,  Elliotson,  De  Paul,  and  Dr.  John  D. 
ler,  of  Boston,  without  attaching  great  faith  to  these  com- 
18.  Id  many  instances  the  female  strenuously  and 
Uk^gnaJitly  denied  tho  possibility  of  pregnancy.  The  fcetal 
uid  placental  actions  were,  however,  present,  and  in  a  few 
months  the  presence  of  labor  satisfied  every  doubt.  Kergara- 
dec examined  a  female  near  her  time ;  the  simple  souffle  wu 
very  manifest,  but  no  double  pulsation  could  be  discovered. 
In  »  fey  days  a  foetus,  far  advanced  in  putrefaction,  was  bom. 
Uay  ire  not  conclude  with  Dr.  Forbes,  that  although  the  al^ 
BGDoe  of  these  signs  is  not  an  absolute  test  of  the  non-existence 


*  In  foeli  eu*a,  Dr.  Kennedj  round  the  sound  lo  bcaamc  mnre  an 
M  wa<  trMwd  ftvm  the  tiiaiaa  to  the  uterus  into  (he  miilerDal  cardiso 
ud  iIm  beau  Botrupond  with  (he  ■nolher's  puUc.  (Page  IIG.)  So 
Nn«rka1>l«  eaM  of  this  description,  wliicb  occurred  (o  Dubois,  in 
iai  For«lga  M«£o*l  Berlew,  vol.  Tiii.  p.  371. 
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of  pregnancy,  yet  their  presence  is  almost  infallible?*  They 
do  not  accompany  any  other  known  state  or  condition  of  the 
abdominal  organs.f 

*  Thcro  iH  ono  circumstance,  \r1iich  it  is  necessary  to  remember  when 
maklni;  an  examination  during  lahnr.  It  is  asserted  by  Dr.  Hamilton,  and 
confirmed  by  the  obscrrations  of  Dr.  Moir  and  Mr.  Syder,  that  the  number 
of  fwtal  pulsations  diminish  greatly  (sometimes  from  120  to  between  60 
and  70)  whenever  uterine  contraction  supervened,  and  again  increased  whea 
the  contraction  is  over.  Dr.  Cummin  suggests  whether  this  change  is  niA 
owing  to  some  preparation  of  the  foetus  for  the  respiratory  process.  (Lsp- 
tures  in  London  Med.  (laiette,  toI.  xix.  p.  439.) 

Dr.  Duuglison  also  mentions  some  cases  where  the  pulsations  of  the  fietil 
hearts  were  Jtjtrested  during  a  yxitn,  and  imincdiately  succeeding  it,  some  forty 
or  fifty  beats,  but  they  gradually  rose  again,  and  were  actually  isochronoai 
with  those  of  the  foetal  cord.  (Amer.  Med.  Intelligencer,  vol.  ii.  p.  309;  SM 
also  ibid.,  vol.  iit.  p.  31 ;  Conradi,  in  British  and  Foreign  Med.  ReTiew.  tiL 
Yii.  p.  230.) 

f  The  following  authorities  deserve  perusal:  The  original  Memoir  of  Eer* 
garadec,  Paris,  IS22;  American  edition  of  Lacnnec,  1830,  Appendix:  Cydo- 
pedia  of  l^actical  Medicine*  art.  Awmltation^  by  Dr.  Forbes:  Dr.  FergoflSB 
on  Auscultation  as  the  only  unequivocal  evidence  of  pregnancy,  (DobEa 
Med.  Transactions, )  in  SeUn^t  Medico-Chirurgical  Transactions,  toI.  L  ^  172: 
Dr.  Kennedy  on  the  Placental  Soufflet.  ^Dub.  Hosp.  Reports,  vol.  t.)  in  il»&, 
p.  ISO;  Dr.  Adams  on  .Vu^culiation  in  Difficult  Labor,  from  Dublin  Medical 
Journal.  ^Ro^ton  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  rol.  viii.  p.  277 :^  Dr.  MoBlr 
gomei^.  in  l.>clopedia  of  Practical  Medicine:  Medico-Chimrgical 
Tol.  ix.  p.  (U>7;  vol.  xxi.  p.  l('»3:  a  case  is  given  where  the  pulsations  (i 
posed  to  be  fcetaVi  wore  ouly  12^^  in  a  minute.  Deeming  these  too  few,  tkt 
pulse  of  the  mother  was  examined,  and  found  to  be  the  same.  No 
sounds  could  be  deteoteil.  and  the  female  a.<  the  event  prored  -  vras 
not  pregnant.  l>r.  John  D.  Fisher,  in  Boston  Medical  and  Surgieal  JoanMdv 
ToL  iii.  p.  1*7:  Mr.  l>obart,  in  London  Medical  Kepository,  ApriL  1S2S;  Ok: 
Elliot  jon.  in  Lancet,  N.  S..  vol.  vii.  p.  Oo-:.  a  supf  :<ed  case  of  dropsy.  sliovB 
to  be  pregnancy  by  the  $to:ho*^*ope:  Dr  Naeje'.e,  ca«<5  of  twins, 
X.  S..  Tol.  vii.  p.  2o2.'  This  author  defies  that  the  placental  sound  is  j 
test  of  the  presence  of  pregnancy.  He  states  that  he  has  met  with  h 
no  placenta  was  present.  Analysis  of  Carriere's  The*i*,  in  Me»iico-C: 
eal  Review.  toI.  xxvi.  p.  oO^. 

Naegele  on  Obstetric  A'450u!:a::?:i,  :ra=«'*:e'i  ^y  Dr.  W«: :  Y»n 
Ctt  ibid.,  in  Forry's  New  York  Journal  :f  M*i:::=<,  t:L  L  p,  171. 

The  following  sho',:M  be  re^d  in  coas^*:::a  w::i  :}ie  r«=iarks  en  ike 
pulMlions : — 

"It  was  foraterlr  surros^  :2iAt  in  "-i-  f»iU  .rr»:w:i  fvcss  in  sicra.  At 
keMt  beas  1:!0  tises  in  a  t=.iau:e.  Dr.  H^coisx  *:i&s  isc«naiA«i  tkmt  At 
f«li*aii«as  of  i^e  finis  s=ibni>.-3a!i5  ^iferv  Vvnb.  are  precisely  kjdf  ilos  M^ 
V«r»  «r  tAiV    TVr  pa2i*a;icB  ef  t^e  5jKaI  !t:»rt  preseois  u  t&mesrt  viA 
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The  lengtbened  review  that  has  been  taken  of  tbe  signs  of 
pregnancy  Eufficienll^  indicates  tlio  difficult;  that  attends  the 
Bubject.  I  will  not  aaj,  as  in  a  previous  edition,  that  there  ia 
no  invariahle  sign  of  pregnancy  ;  but  I  will  repeat  the  cautioa 
there  given,  that  the  medical  witness  is  called  upon  to  prove 
its  exiEtcnce  on  oath.  He  is,  accordingly,  bound  to  weigh  all 
the  pofgibU  causes  that  maj  produce  these  symptoms,  and 
he  is  to  recollect  that  most  of  them  have  proved  equivocal. 
Even  the  Inst  and  the  best  will  require  frequent  practice  to 
enable  the  physician  to  speak  with  certainty.  The  female 
also,  in  most  of  the  cases,  conceals  her  knowledge  of  symp- 
toms. It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  nothing  can  be  lost,  but 
mncb  may  bo  gained  by  delay ;  that  the  examinations  should 
be  frequently  repeated,  and  that  an  opinion  should  seldom  bs 
basarded  before  the  end  of  the  sixth  month,  unless  the  pulsa- 
tions of  the  fcctnl  heart  are  distinctly  heard.  When  it  is  re- 
collected ihat  he  may  have  the  life  of  a  fellow-being,  or  hep 
property  at  his  disposal,  surely  he  will  not  desire  to  be  ia 
baat«  on  so  important  a  subject.  At  the  period  mentioned, 
however,  he  may  venture  to  give  a  nearly  decisive  opinion,  if 
it  be  founded  on  the  presence  of  most  of  the  leading  signs  that 
have  been  enumerated. 

L  few  remarks  are  here  necessary  with  respect  to  extra- 


DB  of  lit)  b«sta  and  (iO  double  aounda,  which  have  been  miaLak«n 
I.     Boon  ktlcr  rispirBtiDD  Us9  been  eatablisbed,  the  number  of 
IB  of  the  be»rt  bNomes  augmented  with  the  augmented  slimulBi 
itIj  doable  the  original  number."  (Marshall  Hall's  Gulstonian  Lw- 

k  ^  16.) 

I,  BTEcCTcr,  OD  the  inrormation  afforded  b;  the  Btelhoeeopo  in  detecting 

•anee  of  ftrtnl  life,   Lnncei.  N.  8.,  vol.  lii.  p.  715;    lieTipw  of  Dr. 

B  Obmetric  AuRcnllAlion,  in  LoodoD  Med.  Quarter!;'  Krvieir,  toI.  U. 

nd  in  British  and  Foreign  Med.  ReTiew,  toI.  i.  p.  85;  Dr.  Robert 

*  Treatice  nn  Midwifery  i    and  lost,  but  among  the  moel  important, 

■.Kcnaedj'it  and  De  Paul'i  gepnrate  worhs  on  Obxtctric  .^usoultalioii.    For 

>  lendinf  lo  weaken  our  oonflilence  in  iliio  mode  of  eiantiDBtion, 

r.  MaUBiell  to  Edinburgh  >ted.  and  Surg.  Journal,  vol,  xl.  p.  302.     It 

D  Ihat  Telpeau  does  not  agree  Id  considering  the  louffle  as 

r  to  pregnaney;  "  aa  it  has  been  heard  in  oasea  where  the  uteFlU 

«  limpte  luiDor,  or  even  where  tie  ovar;  wns  the  diseased  part." 

I,  N.  S-,  tdL  xiT.  p.  24G.)     Capuroa  it  al^o  a  diBbelie*er  in  auioul- 
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uterine  pregnane/.  The  early  symptoms  of  it  are  generaUy 
the  same  as  in  common  gestation ;  the  abdomen  and  utenu 
enlarge,  the  menses  are  suppressed,  the  breasts  increase  in 
size,  and  very  often  the  child  quickens  at  the  proper  time, 
but  is  more  felt  on  one  side  than  the  other.  The  distention 
is  also  unequal,  not  occupying  the  front  of  the  abdomen  as 
in  true  pregnancy,  but  inclining  either  to  the  left  or  rigjht. 
Severe  pain,  owing  to  the  violent  and  preternatural  distention 
of  the  narrow  parts  in  which  the  ovum  is  confined,  is  also  a 
common  attendant.  The  body  of  the  uterus  enlarges  often  in 
particular  parts,  and  sometimes  throughout  its  extent ;  bnt  I 
do  not  find  alterations  in  the  cervix  particularly  noticed.  At 
Uie  end  of  eight,  nine,  or  ten  months  of  gestation,  appear- 
ances of  labor  come  on,  and  continue  for  a  longer  or  shorter 
period  of  time ;  the  motions  of  the  child  cease,  and  milk  is 
secreted.  The  case  terminates  sometimes  in  death,  from  tbe 
irritation  produced ;  sometimes  the  foi^tus  is  voided  by  the 
natural  passages,  while  it  again  will  remain  in  the  abdomen 
for  years  without  affecting  the  health.* 


•  A  T*ry  fuH  collection  of  references  to  cjises  of  extrft-nterine 
will  be  found  in  the  Notes  to  nurns*  Mtdwifenr.     See  also  the  PhiloaoplaMl 
Transactions,  (>assim :    and  Fodori',  toI.  i.  p.  4c»o :  Prof.  James,  on 
Uterine  rregnincT.  in  the  Nonh  Amerioan  >[e-iIoa:  and  Sorgical 
ToL  iT.  p.  '-77 ;  I'^r.  Raci«bx^:hasi.  in  Mcdi'^-Chinirjrcal  Reriew,  toL 
SIO.     A  Terjr  remarkable  case  of  pregnancr  succeeding  to  an 
case,  and  in  which  the  latter  was  s^^me  rears  after  discharged  br 
ing  a  I  ihe  umbilicus,  is  gtren  br  Dr.  Mon:g<.^merT.  Cyclopedia  of 
Medicine.  toI.  iii.  p.  4;i^2. 

Pr.  Kaai*b\^:ha=i  Eic::u.''as  a  cise  in  his  :w^  a::!  fa-.i<r's  praiedccv 
:iLT>pe  children  were  sucowsiTelr  bcrii  of  a  fe=*!*.  in  whom  an  exm- 
f%Ytus  was  unvi-.:e*::oaab*T  prescs:.  He  r^^ers  u>  siziilar  cs 
the  M^^iicMTh-nir^icai  KcT-ew,  toL  xiir.  p.  l«f^>,  as  I^Kin:*  ibM 
xi:t.  |\  :2o.\  a:  Occera.  **I;  is  a  c3r:o«LS  circasscazce.  sn  the  hiauKf^ 
^^e-se  c;k.5ei».  :^*:  ;f  :he  chili  sh:-^i  IiTie  '.ill  lie  ii=.e  :i  ceeZMSxm.  it  «ii^ 
p4ec^.l.  as  «.vn  as  :has  sise  has  e^rLrffi.  ;!«  :::e£Tis  sak«»  «k  isj«2f 
fivit  ac:;c:L.  wh:ch  is  a::esiiAi  wi:h  pfti=L  s-'tt-' '.ar  v  ;h«  ilr'.>es  «tf 
<lsLrtng  :h<«e  pjkirs  :^e  decii«c<LS  saes^rare  is  exptZ^i  ^:ar  she  caray 
a  s^h:  «a&4r::ir<«.x:.s  ii^-^Lar^.  aci  :he  $aaie  >.vtfcrf  as  ih*  ileath  «f  At 

^,-^  x«'^  r.  iU.      Nw  aijc  a  caw  V  ^  ^-  ^  ^"''H.im^  *£ 
in  wli.^i  Sn:^  m^^^<«.&^i  a  wv^  aAxr  -Ji-*  >£rJL  :i  a  h^aJEAQr  ck^lL    Oi 
^^  |«n»  :f  a  I^jksis  wvdt  t}isjxd  ii  Uie  kA  ■*■—■■»    ^7 


iTiShonld  the  physiciaa,  as  a  medical  jurist,  suspect  the  pre- 
:e  of  K  cose  of  this  kind,  he  caa  do  nothing  more  than 
^ie«ire  a  delay  until  the  suppoBed  tennination  of  the  gestation. 
The  proo&  are  not  bo  infallible  but  that  a  foitua  in  utero  may 
poeaibly  he  present, 

The  most  difficult  case  of  concealed  pregnancy  is  when  it  is 
accompanied  with  ascites.  The  motion  of  the  fiKtus  cannot 
always  be  perceived;  and  it  ia  also  said  by  Foder^,  that  the 
uterus  does  not  take  on  its  ordinary  development.  Yet  many 
cases  are  on  record  where  females,  with  this  disease,  have  been 
delivered  of  healthy  children.  In  suspected  cases  the  prac- 
titioner shoidd  weigh  the  symptonns,  and  ascertain  whether 
they  are  all  referable  to  the  disease;  his  medicines  should  be 
nuld,  and  patience  practiced  as  to  the  event.  In  many  cases 
difficulty  may  be  solved  by  the  application  of  the  stetho- 


in  the  sketch  now  given  of  the  signs  of  real  pregnancy, 
most  of  the  remarks  are  directly  applicable  to  concealed  or 
pretended  cases.  With  respect  to  the  latter,  I  may  observe, 
that  in  addition  to  the  circumstances  already  enumerated,  the 
following  should  also  be  noticed: — 

],  Tiie  age  of  the  individual. — It  is  generally  conceded  that 

no  female  can  be  impregnated,  in  our  own  climate,  onder  the 

age  of  thirteen,  nor  above  that  of  fifty,  provided  she  has  been 

prevjooaly  barren.     This,  however,  is  only  to  be  taken  as  a 

leral  rule,  subject  to  exceptions, f     The  presence  of  men- 


pTbare  're  roui;  tntee  oa  record  of  pregnancy  ootaplicated  nitb  aacltea. 
'tt  of  Scu-pa,  in  Quarterly  Journal  of  Foreign  Medicine  and  Sur- 
jv,  ToL  L  p.  249.  He  operated  with  sncoese,  and  twins  were  subaequeotlj 
f  delivered;  the;  died,  bowover,  loon  after.  See  Uediao-ChirurgicBl 
.  p.  500;  toL  Ti.  pp.  265,  ti06i  vol.  i.  pp.  234,  270;  Edin- 
i  Madlesl  £aia;i,  toI.  vi,  p.  137;  LongBlaff,  in  Medic o-Cbirurgioal 
Tol.  lii.;  Norib  Aroerioan  Klcdical  and  Surgicll  Journal,  toL 
J.  190;  Laocel,  N.  S.,  toL  ii.  p.  117. — In  mo«l.  of  Iheae,  tbe  operation 
■  (ktacentMia  was  performed,  aad  liiin^  chUdrcn  born;  the;  did  not, 
•r.  Din  all;  anrviTe  an;  titae. 

wcs  of  OTarian  dropsy,  attended  with  pregnane;,  in  whisli  a 

lb;  ebtld  «m  born,  related  b;  Mr.  Robba,  in  Londoo  Med.  Qatelte,  vol. 

L  p.  930.  »nd  Mr.  Barding,  in  ibid.,  vol.  iivii,  p.  1118. 

t  Man;  oasaa  of  births  in  adcinced  Bge  nee  on  record.  (See  Capuron,  pp. 

MandBS.)     The  niccewion  to  an  estate  was  disputed  In  France,  became 
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Btruation,  in  every  country,  constitutes  the  state  of  puberty; 
and  the  irregularity  of  its  occurrence  is  noticed  by  most  prae- 
titioners.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  however,  that  so  few  have 
given  the  result  of  their  observations.  Out  of  450  cases  inves- 
tigatod  at  the  Manchester  Lying-in  Ilospital,  in  England,  the 
following  results  were  obtained: — 

The  menstruation  began  in  the 


Sixteenth  year,  in ^ 76 

Seventeenth 57 


Elerenth  year,  in 10 

Twclflh 10 

Thirteenth 53  |  Eighteenth. 

Fourteenth 85  |  Nineteenth. 

Fifteenth 97  >  Twentieth 4 


the  mother  wna  fifty-eight  years  old  when  the  child  was  bom.  It  wai  de- 
cided in  favor  of  (he  applicant,  beciuse  similar  instances  are  mentioned  I7 
ancient  and  modern  writers.  Smith,  p.  4l<3.  mentions  cases  of  early  wmi. 
late  fecundity.  I  quote  the  following,  because  it  happened  lately:  *'1E^, 
1816.  Mrs.  Ashley,  wife  of  John  Ashley,  grazier,  of  Firsby,  near  SpiUby, 
at  the  age  of  (U,  was  delivered  of  two  female  children,  which,  witk  te 
mother,  were  likely  to  do  well."  ^Edinburgh  Annual  Register,  vol.  iz.  put 
2,  p.  6lHV^ 

And  the  following  is  an  American  case:  A  woman,  at  Whitehall,  Statctf 
Kew  York,  named  Ann  Cook,  had  a  child  at  the  age  of  64.  She  had  mft 
menstruated  for  fifteen  vears.  and  her  voun crest  child  is  iweniT-six 
old.  The  child  was  bom  in  February.  ISoC.  and  was  doing  welL  ( 
Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  vol.  xiv.  p.  '^X^ 

For  several  instances  of  mens: ruai ion  ai  advaccei  periods  of  life,  (be- 
tween seventy  and  eighty -seven  years  of  a^\^  1  refer  u^  Mr.  Semple's  p^pr 
in  the  London  Me  J.  Oaiexte.  vol.  xv  p.  4'."  7. 

Additional  cases  occurring  in  GerisAny.  sre  ;'.::ki^l  in  the  Briiis^  nl 
Foreign  Metiioal  Review.  vA  v.  p.  .Vj.  i>:2e  :«  of  a  femile  who  rciwdw 
nensirujite  at  forty-iwo  years  *f  ape.  She  cc!i::r.:ei  in  g'>cKi  teAlih  tokv 
ei^tieih  year.  A!  this  linse  ^1>?2  sbe  w**  a::i.''kei  w::h  c?!:c  paiso,  Ai 
menses  returned,  cs^nnnuisg  as  formerly,  for  *N"u:  f:ur  diys,  aai  rr^uit^ 
recurring  unvll  Aagi:su  lNv>.  rr,"»r:j  :ha:  ::=:e  xhey  disarp-eare^d.  Wi 
individual  d-eil  5 a  :he  beg:na:r.c  *'f  *SJ".".  A*.*:.  c*«  Yy  I»r.  Brown,  rf 
lilasgow,  K-'r-.ioa  Med.  <iase::e.  v:V  xx:  7  T?-:  Yy  I>r.  Petersen,  tf  t 
f^SMlew  aphJ  7i\  Br::;«h  arsi  ForY=c:i  Mei.  ?.eT  ■*'«•.  t;.L  x.  j..  .vyi.  ^Br. 
I*  CMiTe,  of  a  fe=a>,  seed  TO.  ia  w::=  :>.fT  re:;:r=*i  a?:er  ai:  aVs«nMiff 
iw^WT  ye»r^  ai^er  beir.c  s:n:,-k  >y  *.  ;>:r:::r.  ar.£  .-:r-.iz-.:frd  regnlariy  fcr 
npwvds  *>f  a  yeir.     F.rrys  Ne^r  T.-1  ::-~fc:  :f  V^:.;:-,,  v--  {:;  p. 217.^ 

$e#  a5«»  Rrii»i  43si  F.*re-£r.  Voi  KfT:; ».  t  •   -H   -   fs"' ;  Ajrer^raa  J«»- 
na!  M<sl  Sc:cx.-^«k  v-.-:  xx::  r-  *M.     5:rj  :f  -,ie  ris«  n..-^.  icwerer  kMt 

JheoK  1^  n^ 
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^^In  the  statement  sent  to  parliament  by  Bartholomew 
Mosse,  when  endeayoring  to  procure  a  grant  for  the  Dublin 
Lying-in  Hospital,  he  mentions  that  eighty-four  of  the  women 
delivered  under  his  care  were  between  the  ages  of  forty-one 
and  fifty-four;  four  of  these  were  in  their  fifty-first  year,  and 
one  in  her  fifty-fourth.'** 

Osiander  noticed  at  Gottingen,  out  of  137  females,  that 
nine  menstruated  at  12,  eight  at  13,  twenty-one  at  14,  thirty- 
two  at  15,  twenty-four  at  16,  eleven  at  17,  eighteen  at  l8,  ten 
at  19,  eight  at  20,  one  at  21,  and  one  at  24.  At  Paris,  accord- 
ing to  Velpeau,  the  function  occasionally  commences  at  10, 
11,  or  12  years;  but  generally  between  12  and  IB.f 

Professor  Hohl,  of  Halle,  out  of  195  cases,  found  that 


10 

13 
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12 
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higher  pitch  than  in  a  Rhindy  Ghurr  in  India,  the  same  effect  obtaini." 

(DUNLOP.) 

See  also  Daris*  Obstetric  Medicine,  p.  226,  etc.  Dewees  (Hays*  Cjdo- 
pedia  of  Practical  Medicine,  toI.  i.  p.  844,)  denies  the  correctness  of  Mr. 
Roberton*8  opinion,  from  his  own  observation  on  this  continent ;  and  that 
certainly  cannot  be  a  better  field  for  examination.  Dr.  Ramsbotham  also^ 
I  obserTC,  (London  Medical  Gazette,  toI.  zii.  p.  269,)  in  his  Leetiuril» 
doubts  it. 

In  another  paper  (Edinburgh  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  vol.  Iriii.  p.  112,) 
Mr.  Roberton  adduces  facts  obtained  from  missionaries  residing  in  the  Wait 
Indies,  relative  to  the  period  of  puberty  in  negro  women.  They  go  to  show 
tliat  the  period  of  maturity  with  them  does  not  vary  from  that  of  Ettio- 
peans. 

Among  extraordinary  cases  connected  with  the  history  of  menstroAtUH^ 
I  may  refer  to  one  occurring  in  Italy,  where  the  fiinction  continued  fnm 
the  fifty-third  to  the  ninety-fourth  year,  without  injury  to  health.  (Ass- 
rican  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences,  vol.  vii.  p.  513.) 

*  Cyclopedia  of  Practical  Medicine,  vol.  iii.  p.  491.  Dr.  Montgonniy 
adds  a  case,  on  the  authority  of  Dr.  Labbat,  of  Dublin,  of  a  female  msnj" 
ing  at  forty,  and  conceiving  and  bringing  forth  a  living  child  for  the  fiiik 
time  when  past  the  age  of  fifty. 

f  Yolpcau's  Midwifery,  p.  84.  Osiander's  numbers  amount  to  148,  «■! 
it  is  hence  possible  that  there  may  be  some  misprint. 


twill  only  add,  in  this  place,  the  followiug  results  obtaiacd 
[Prof.  Murphy ; — 

L  JHenttruation. — Dr.  Murphy  has  ascertained  the  age  at 
this  function  commenced  in  559  individuals.  This 
imjoiry  has  been  already  pursued  in  450  instances  by  Mr. 
RobertOQ,  and  in  1160  by  Dr.  Lee.  A  total  of  21G9  cases 
shows  "that  there  la  a  great  variety  in  the  age  at  which  the 
catamenia  first  appears;  9  years  [14  cases]  and  23  years  [1] 
seom  to  be  the  extremes;  the  most  frequent  period  of  its 
occurrence  is  between  the  ages  of  12  and  18;  and  of  those 
recorded,  it  commenced  in  the  greatest  number  of  instances 
[41T]  at  15." 

1.  The  interval  of  the  catamcnial  function  was  recorded  in 
591  cases  by  the  author,  and  by  Mr.  Boberton  in  100.  In 
557  of  those  cases  the  interval  was  found  to  be  28  days;  in  105 
it  was  21  days;  and  in  the  remaining  29  it  was  irregular, 
varying  from  14  days  to  42.  It  should  be  observed,  that  Dr. 
SInrphy'a  inquiries  wore  addressei  to  pregnant  females,  in 
whom  probably  the  menstrual  period  would  be  found  to  have 
Wn  more  regular  than  in  the  same  number  of  females  taken 
iscriminalely.t 


*  Briiivh  knd  Foreign  Medical  Review,  toL  i.  p.  lOS ;  sm  *Iao  the  Be* 
«  of  Petrequin  and  Brierre  I>eBoiim.aiit  in  Franoo,  Medico- Chimrg. 
RtHvir,  Tol.  iiiiii.  p.  605,  and  toI.  i1.  p.  377;  and  of  Adelman,  of  Fulda, 
in  Edinbargh  Mad.  and  Surg.  Journal,  vol.  Iri,  p.  2(18;  I  iiave  condenaed 
Ibe  resuliB  obtained  by  tlicsc  in  (he  American  Jourual  Medical  Sciences, 
K.S..  *ol.  IT.  p.  21!I;  Dr.  Robert  Lee,  in  London  >lcd.  Gsielte,  toI.  xx». 
p.  IS2;  Briure  DnBoigmont,  in  Ediuburgli  Med.  and  Snrg.  Journal,  vol.  lii. 
r.nU:  Pafsl,  in  BrlUihud  Foreign  Medical  ReTiew,Tol.ivii,p,  275;  Dr. 
4^arin  B*U.  ia  Edtnburgti  Med.  and  Surg,  Journal,  toI.  liii  p.  824;  ■«• 
■  DietiQturj,  vcl.  ii.  p.  8S!i,  for  a  condeosed  table. 
Ml.  Notembtr  80,  1844 
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Although  impregnation  is  supposed  to  depend  on  menstnia- 
tion,  yet  there  are  cases  on  record  where  females  have  become 
pregnant  without  ever  menstruating.  Sir  E.  Home,  in  the 
Philosophical  Transactions  of  1817,  mentions  the  instance  of 
a  young  woman  who  married  before  she  was  seventeen,  and 
although  she  had  never  menstruated,  became  pregnant.  Four 
months  after  her  delivery,  she  became  pregnant  a  second  time; 
and  four  months  after  the  second  delivery,  she  was  a  third 
time  pregnant,  but  miscarried.  After  this,  she  menstruated 
for  the  first  time,  and  continued  to  do  so  for  several  periodfli 
and  again  became  pregnant.  "*" 


*  See  Foderd,  toI.  i.  p.  896 ;  Capuron,  p.  96,  for  similar  cases ;  also  Mo8»- 
ley  on  Tropical  Diseases,  pp.  103,  104.  **£go  habui  amicam  laudabilis  tea- 
peramenti  et  complexionis,  qusB  octo  filios  iulit  consequenter,  id  est,  onrni 
anno  unum,  nunquam  tamen  yisa  una  gutta  sanguinis  menstroi."  (Low, 
p.  523.)  Imprcgnatio  nullls  unquam  previis  menstruis.  (Stalpart,  toL  IL 
obs.  31.) 

**1  knew  a  noble  virgin,  who,  being  married  before  her  menses  (wUdi 
had  been  expected  for  many  years)  appeared,  was,  nerertheless,  Tery  fruit- 
ful; and  that  we  may  be  the  less  surprised  thereat,  the  Tory  same  thing  hftd 
likewise  happened  to  her  mother."  (Morgagni,  Epistle  47.)  Velpeau  atoo 
mentions  a  case  at  Tours.  Additional  cases  are  quoted  in  Cyclopedim  of 
Practical  Medicine,  art.  Pregnancy ^  by  Dr.  Montgomery. 

Dr.  Dewees  denies  that  impregnation  can  take  place  without  menstnuUioiiv 
(p.  50.)  lie  attributes  the  rare  case  noticed  to  some  imperfectiona  of  tltf 
genital  organs.  The  discharge  may  also  in  some  instances  have  been  color* 
less. 

Cases  of  the  absence  of  menstruation  for  seyeral  years  previous  to  pnf- 
nancy,  are  given  by  Professor  James,  of  Philadelphia;  Hosack*s  Medieal 
and  Philosophical  Register,  vol.  iv.  p.  222 ;  by  Dr.  Hosack,  Eclectic  Reper- 
tory, vol.  ii.  p.  119;  by  Dr.  Merriman,  in  Mcdico-Chirurgical  Transaction^ 
vol.  xiii.  p.  347 ;  by  Dr.  Campbell,  Midwifery,  p.  49.  He  is  acquainted  with 
a  female  to  whom  eight  children  have  been  born,  at  the  full  time,  **withovt 
having  any  monthly  indisposition  between  any  of  the  births." 

By  Mr.  Keid,  of  London,  who  mentions  the  case  of  a  female,  who,  "duriof 
the  period  of  nine  years  that  she  had  been  married,  had  never  seen  the  caUl> 
mcnia  until  she  became  pregnant  with  this  last  child,  after  which,  up  to  tbt 
term  of  quickening,  they  appeared  regularly  every  month."  She  had  several 
children  previous  to  the  one  whose  delivery  forms  the  subject  of  Mr.  Beid*l 
communication.  (London  Med.  Gazette,  vol.  xvi.  p.  144.) 

By  Dr.  Montgomery,  (Signs  of  Pregnancy,  p.  48 ;)  a  female  laboring  nnte 
disease  of  the  heart,  which  had  induced  dropsy,  and  had  no  menstrual  di^ 
charge  for  two  years  previous  to  conception.  Her  pregnane  was  not  efii 
suspected  till  she  had  miscarried  of  a  foetus  of  five  months. 

By  Mr.  Harrison,  of  the  mother  of  a  large  family,  who  had  neTer  menttit- 


I  2.  We  sboolil  ascertain  whether  any  of  the  causes  of  steril- 

',  »8  Blrendy  ennraeratcd,  be  present. 
r  3.  Women  often  fancy  themselves  pregnant  when  the  mcDses 
This  great  change  in  the  system  often  produces  en- 
irgemeot  of  the  ahdomen,  nausea,  anil  the  hreasts  611  with  a 
lilky  fluid.  Caution  is  necessary  in  such  cases,  in  giving  s 
eide<I  opinion;  and  Van  Sweiten  mentions  two,  which  teach 
ilVklnable  lesson.  A  female  had  a.  god  when  she  was  twenty- 
(  years  of  age;  twenty  years  after,  she  declared  herself 
Kgoant  a  second  time.  This  was  disbelieved  by  nil,  but  it 
I  rerified  in  due  season.  Again,  a  female  had  been  de- 
trered  of  fourteen  children,  and  might  hence  be  supposed  to 
9  well  a«<iiiainted  with  the  signs  of  pregnancy.  After  the 
ith  of  the  last  child,  the  menses  ceased  for  eight  years;  and 
t  the  end  of  thia  time  she  supposed  herself  again  pregnant; 
jot  a  few  months  reduced  her  size,  and  showed  that  she  was 
pifitaken.  A  torpid  state  of  the  uterus,  combined  with  intes- 
1  flatulence,  appears  to  be  the  principal  cause  of  these  sen- 
ibons.  "At  this  time  (says  Dr.  Gooch)  menstruation  will 
""tften  cease  for  several  months,  and  the  ahdomen  become  dis- 
tended with  a  flatulent  tumor;  the  air  moving  about  the  bowela 
{^res  an  inward  sensation,  which  is  mistaken  for  the  child; 
there  ia  often  slight  nausea,  various  nervous  feelings,  and  an 
anxiety  to  believe  in  pregnancy  as  a  test  of  youthfulness. 
About  this  age,  also,  the  omentum  and  parietes  of  the  ah- 
domen  often  grow  very  fat,  forming  what  Dr.  Baillie  once 
called  **a  double  chin  in  the  belly."  This  assemblage  of 
xymptoma  at  this  age  frequently  leads  to  the  supposition  of 

I,  Lui«et,  S.  3,,  Tol.  xiiii.  p.  G19 ;  bj  Mr.  PearBOD,  aUo  of  tLe  mother  of 
;•  funilf,  iged  11,  wbo  hnd  nol  nenalnialed  sJDca  .lulj,  1S38.  Jul  WAf 
d  ot  ber  tenth  child  on  the  Slst  of  December,  ISS'J,  ihid.,  tul.  xkv» 
;  bj  Dr.  Fletcher,  of  Vimnn,  Lotidon  Med.  Goiette.  Tol,  i-ir'n.  p.  uo7. 
■  femftl*  hid  DDl  meiulruilod  for  thirleeo  jears.  and  ;et  during  lliat 
\  cbildrtti.     She  hud  never  noticed  &ny  discharge  liiiil  aould 
ooBidsred  M  ricarious  or  menslrualian. 
I  Bj  Dr.  I.egra>,  a  female  ceuB»d  to  nienstrunte  at  4} ;  two  years  after.  Bh« 
a  pregnant,  and  was  dvlitered  of  a  full-grovo  child.  Laocet.  Uct.  2S, 
a  caw  in  Itlodern  tirii-ce,  Ediuburgh  Med.  and  Surg,  Joiirnal,  toL 
L  p>7;  SM  alw  ArchiTes  dc  la  Medecinc  Detgc,  tol.  ii.  p.  124,  Tor  icTerol 
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pregnancy.*  The  case  of  Joanna  Southcott  is  Bufficient  to 
show  the  delusions  that  have  happened,  and  nndoubtedlj  will 
again  happen,  f 

4.  There  are  various  substances  or  fluids  formed  in  the 
uterus  which  cause  the  female  to  imagine  that  she  is  in  thiB 
state.  Of  this  description  are  moles  and  hydatids.  The  tenn 
mole  does  not  appear  to  be  very  accurately  defined.  I  shill 
understand  by  it,  a  fleshy  substance  contained  within  the  cavitj 
of  the  uterus— enveloped  in  a  membrane,  and  generally  filled 

*  Gooch's  Diseases  of  Women,  p.  220.  He  adds,  that  he  has  met  witk 
similar  cases  in  young  women,  owing  probablr  to  obsimcied  mensinuttioBi 
but  aggravated  by  mental  agitation. 

f  J c anna  S:iut.hco:L  I  copy  from  a  magazine,  published  in  ISlo,  Uie  fol- 
lowing certificate  of  the  examina::on  of  the  bo-iy  of  this  female,  who  kad 
numerous  followers  in  her  day  in  Ezigland.  and  who.  for  a  long  time,  d»- 
elared  herself  pregnant  of  a  chi!d  :ha:  w&s  to  be  the  Scricv  c/  :ke  voriL 
Her  deluded  di5c:p!es  did  net  abandon  :l:e  belief  1:11  til  deaU:  K*ok  her  tnm 
them: — 

**  We.  the  undersignei.  pr\»ent  a:  the  dlssecuon  of  Mrs.  Joanca  Soiitlieoll» 
do  ccr:;fy  that  no  unufciiiral  app-eara::.-^ts  wfre  risille.  ari  nc  p&n  exhibk- 
ing  ar.y  TisiVle  appearances  cf  ii:*oA5e  suS.^ien;  ::■  hare  cc::&s::>ned  hv 
death :  that  a  number  of  gal'-ficie*  were  f.uni  in  lie  gall-V!* lier.  «sid  ik» 
intesiines  weiY  unusual ;y  ^iis:eci<^i  wi:h  f  a:u5.  asi  re-  arj^earance  of  hv 
having  been  prcgriri.  Tie  uur.:<  was  n::  ii5^:ez.iei.  fi^argc-i.  cr  i'lrnip^, 
bui«  en  lie  coi:rkry,  raiicr  *r:all€T  iltn  ::.e  u«-ja!  *Lj*/' 

S:gT-c.i  >y  T>r.  Kc^^e,  Ir.  S:=i*.  IV.  Aii^s,  Mr.  ir^rke,  Mr.  w^-^  Jfr. 
C.vke,  Mr.  S:Aii:j*,  Mr.  Oa:.-^  Mr.  riirir*.  Mr  I»ar.:-c.  Mr.  F&7sl«r, 
Mr.  Wv«Vfj,-^^  xiy  S:^:oii.  Mr.  Wag-tAfe,  Mr.  Wiii::..:!:.' 

Bra::iw:a:ie's  Kcu-.-^jec:.  N\v  xxii.  j.  :'.-L  :-:j;«  fr;:L  -^f  Mrsu^y  Jwv- 

aaZ-JJ-'y.  1>>.\  :-  -.ie  azii.-rl'.y  :f  I»t  K<l"-;r.  k  ij^h.  :f  «j-.rl:u5  j-regxiaMj, 
wir* 'iSrrwis  *;:T)«:.?.i»i  :.  Lkr*  :r:zLi  ;-.  ani  :i*  T-r:.:rfcr.:€-5  riarancrif 
•i:*  !a>or.  aai  :ie  ii^.r-*.::e*  wii;i  5.«=i«i  *:  ftmr.-L  :1*  cu^  led  the 
ai4<si:7.g  aA.vi:ic*ir  ::  *.-TT«;t«  *.ia:  iit  :=.:iei_fc.:<  kii  -:.*▼: iiable 
f.V3bar.^e  z.i  lit*  Cje-^c'itc%  irv/. »  va*  i??.-£*5.LrT       I«r.  K>  Wks  !uJllc*d  in  < 

ixal>  r*».-:T<r^£  <r::r«>  w-l-.Y:.-:  :"ri**.i-Tr..'ra!  k:l 

":x  s..:i  ;r*.:ar?«.  '*lt  grri-fr  x-r/i<r  :,f  ;if  rk:l:«al  flrxs  inac  1*  om- 

:l£  aS5.-.ni;T.  i.-wfT-f^-  txlfcrrpi.  if  f  .'■^:  i  *i.■.•■^.  Z'i.f^  ti  i  .iML.TrwsfYile.tfct 
xiLVr.Jrw  Ktxt,  n;  abi.iTL.xal  z-lwic.  axi  ::.t  i.-j-rij*  j^cr -rkpTiUt  rxalMrrd.* 
3>r  Viix-g-.-anr-rr.  i:vfr|.r,  fr.Mt  ▼"!  mi  1  ik*-*  ,  uc  ;  L'liTfi  adrsH  tIiiX  ^1% 
»bncj£  T'tQ  6?a.T  ii>t  (xifc:M>M  .-if  Tcng^kiTjr  >■::  irrx:  :i'f  r.afif  f.ir  a  Ibae  M 
:f  ibr  itauLtt  were  jc^e^kx^.  asf  a:  liii  ftuxif  i.mt  tir.'^ji  foui  ludussa  M 
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with  blood  or  Berum.    On  cutting  into  it,  various  parts,  resem- 
bling an  imperfect  foetus  or  its  membraneii,  will  be  observed. 
^■Ae  aymptoms  produced  are  Himilar  to  those  of  pregnancy. 
^^Bbe  stomach  is  affected,  and  the  breasts  and  belly  enlarge. 
^^■l  b  sometimes  as  large  at  the  second  month  as  in  the  fifth  of 
^^■Ignlar  gestation.     The  mole  generally  comes  away  at  the 
^^Hird  or  fourth  month,  although  in  some  cases  it  has  not  been 
^Fwcnatcd  until  the  sixth  or  seventh,  and  it  is  even  said  to 
Ittve  been  retained  for  years.*     [Moles  are  now  universally 
Admitted  to  he  products  of  conception — blighted  or  degene- 
rated ova.— C.  R.  G] 
^^B  This  term  baa  also  been  applied  to  those  coagula  which  not 
^^Bpfr^iuently  accompany  the    process   of    menstruation,  and 
H^riiich  appear  to  have  remained  so  long  in  the  uterus  as  to 
have  retained  the  fibrous  part  of  the  blood  only.     Many  un- 
married females  discharge  these,  and  tbey  should  be  accu- 
rately distinguished   from   the   former.     The   one   is   to   be 
deemed  the  product  of  conception,  and  the  other  not.     And 
these  bloody  coagula  are  wanting  in  the  characteristics  of  a 
true  mole,  viz.,  the  fleshy  texture  and  the  enveloping  mem- 
brane. 
The  aathorities  on  which  I  arrive  at  this  conclusion,  are 
Kthere  subjoined : — 

I^K  "  True  moles  are  distinguished  from  the  false,  and  other 

^neowths  of  the  uterus,  by  their  not  deriving  their  origin  from 

ilie  substance  of  the  womb,  or  its  membrane,  but  by  their  being 

always  the  consequence  of  conception."  (Voigtel'a  Pathological 

Anatomy,  in  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  vol.  xi. 

'9.)     "  It  is  the  opinion  of  many,  that  these  substances  are 

er  formed  in  the  virgin  state,  and  no  case  that  I  have  yet 

t  with  contradicts  the  supposition."  (Burns,  p.  79.) 


m  axunined  bafore  the  parliament  of  Paris,  in  1761,  in  wbioh  the 

■  Mied  for  damages  for  Beducitoo.     Tweol;  maalha  after  ihic  wu 

:o  hat*  been  oo  mini  tied,  she  brought  farlh  a  mole.     The  psrliamtnt 

■  pToperl]' decideil  against  her,  on  I  he  eoore  or  character;  but  the;  added, 

M  BMj  bo  questioned  aoder  the  preient  scceptaiion  of  the  term,  Ihal  nn- 

Ut,  anil  ti'tn  niint,  hace  likthaTgri  malti,  vitkout  any  previo\u 

ution.  (Fodeni,  toL  i.  p.  477.) 
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Madame  Boivin  divides  all  the  species  into  three  classes. 
1.  The  false  germ  or  blighted  OYum.  2.  The  fleshy  mole. 
8.  The  vesicular  mole  (hydatids.)  Of  fleshy  moles,  two  kinds 
are  described;  one  hollow  in  the  centre,  the  other  solid,  in 
both  cases  a  degeneration  of  the  envelopes  of  the  foetus. 
(Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  vol.  xxxix.  p.  217.) 

Moles  are  of  three  kinds.  1.  A  foetus  so  vicious  in  forma- 
tion and  imperfect  in  development,  that  it  in  no  degree  re- 
sembles a  human  being,  but  is  an  organized,  though  shapeless 
mass  of  flesh.  2.  The  false  germ  of  Madame  Boivin,  the 
membranes  appear  perfectly  formed,  but  the  embryo  is  want- 
ing. 3.  The  embryo  has  died  early,  but  the  ovum  has  been 
retained  and  increased  in  size  and  solidity.  ^^  I  presume  that 
each  of  the  three  kinds  I  have  specified  is  always  the  result 
of  sexual  intercourse."  (Dr.  F.  H.  Bamsbotham,  London 
Med.  Gazette,  vol.  xvi.  p.  609.) 

JFleshy  moles.  ^^  Though  these  substances  are  invariably  the 
result  of  conception^  it  is  not  certain  that  they  are  formed  by 
the  growth  of  the  membranes  subsequent  to  the  death  and  ex- 
pulsion of  the  embryo.  In  several  cases  of  this  description, 
no  embryo  was  at  any  time  discharged."  (Cyclopedia  of  Prac- 
tical Medicine,  art.  Abortion^  by  Dr.  Robert  Lee.) 

^^  Le  developpement  des  masses  d'hydatides,"  says  Desor- 
meaux,  ^^est  le  plus  souvent,  sinon  toujours,  la  suite  de  la  con- 
ception." (Orfila,  Le9ons,  second  edition,  vol.  ii.  p.  220.)  He 
says  that  Velpeau  entertains  a  similar  opinion. 

Candor,  however,  obliges  me  to  add  that  some  observers 
believe  that  they  may  occur  in  chaste  females.  (Gordon  Smitb| 
p.  298.)  Dr.  Churchill,  (Diseases  of  Females,  chap.  12,) 
although  decidedly  of  opinion  with  Madame  Boivin,  quotes 
several  of  a  contrary  belief. 

Dr.  BlundcU  thinks  that  fleshy  substances  are  formed  in 
the  uterus  of  pure  females,  which  resemble  in  structure  the 
placentar  part  of  the  ovum  in  the  earlier  months.  "  To  my 
knowledge,  they  form  month  after  month  in  unmarried  females 
of  undoubted  honor."  In  some  instances,  however,  he  allows 
that  they  are  blighted  ova,  the  result  of  intercourse.  (Lancet, 
N.  S.,  vol.  iv.  p  225.) 
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k'&Iarat,  art.  Grossetee,  [(Dictionnatre  dee  Sciences  MedJ- 
I  appears  undecided;  while  in  art.  Mole,  be  advocatea 
B  prevailing  idea. 
wis.  Lisfranc  has  do  doubt,  if  the  embryo  dies,  it  may  he- 
me extremely  atrophied,  or  even  disappear  entirely,  while 
the  placenta,  which  still  retaius  its  connection  with  the  uterus, 
may  increase  and  become  altered  in  its  structure.  He  believes 
that  moles  are  sometimes  thus  formed,  as  he  has  dissected 
BCTeral  womba  which  contained  placentas  in  which  not  a  vestige 
of  an  embryo  could  bo  discovered.  But  be  ia  also  of  opinion 
that  moles  may  be  formed  independently  of  conception  or 
sexual  connection,  and  he  then  attributes  their  origin  to  co- 
agula  of  blood  which  hare  become  organised.  Thus  he  has 
seen  females  long  atlccted  with  monorrhagia,  during  which 
they  abstained  from  sexual  intercourse,  subsequently  void 
moles,  and,  on  dissecting  a  young  girl  who  died  from  the  con- 
■qiBqaencea  of  imperforate  vagina,  he  discovered  a  mole  in  the 

,  Lisfranc  discusses  the  circumstances  that  have  been 
Bttpposed  to  distinguish  ntoles  from  pregnancy,  and  conies  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  diagnosis  of  the  former  alTcctioD  is 
difficult,  or,  more  properly  speaking,  impossible ;  the  utmost 
tat  can  be  done  is  to  calculate  probabilities  after  having 
refolly  weighed  all  the  symptoms.* 

►  Briliah  mnd  Foreign  Med.  ReTiew,  *oI.  iviii.  p.  19.         Dr.  GranrilU 

ft  diatineliOD,  in  Lis  wiirk  on  Aborlian,  ia  the  following  words: 

kat,  thin,  ia  the  disliuclton  between  a  real  molo  and  a  coagulum,  no 

:r  of  what  species  or  Tariel;  the  Utter  be  T     It  is  lliis :  thai  the  rurme* 

I  iaTarlsbl}  k  ceatrkl  CBvii;,  whollj'  inclosed,  ailhoul  any  ojieiiiiig  or  aptr- 

s  the  lalltT,  let  it  be  formcil  in  an;  ytay  you  please,  Blrftll- 

I,  lUDinated,  concentric,  mem  bran  nceous,  solid,  hollow,  or  with  n  regnltr 

f  lined  with  s  niembrsiie,  no  matter — will  be  found  ioTariablj  to  bST« 

Hides  an  aptrlun,  either  leading  straight  into  the  inner 

ibj,  where  such  a  one  exists,  or  simply  passing  from  oue  membrHne  or 

1  of  ooaguUied  blooJ  to  the  next,   unril  it  rpB<<ho9  tb«  inoeriaaat, 

k  la  alto  perforated  like  the  rest.     This  ia  a  striking  and  imponsnt 

iMlOD;  and  I  am  not  aware  that  it  has  been  aoUced  or  made  public  bj 

r  Wore  lav.-  (Page  CO.)    OriUk,  Les-ona,  8d  «diL,  tdL  i.  p.  287, 

I  tUi  eavitf. 
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The  true  distinction  is,  howeyer,  undoubtedly  taken  by 
Mahon,  (vol.  i.  p.  274.)  "  The  existence  of  moles,  properly 
so  called,"  says  he,  is  "extremely  doubtful,  since  they  may  all 
be  referred  to  some  one  or  other  of  the  substances  of  which 
we  have  spoken,  viz.,  a  placenta  which  had  continued  its 
growth,  the  foetus  having  perished ;  the  degenerated  remains 
of  the  after-birth ;  coagulated  blood ;  sarcomatous  tumors  or 
polypi  of  the  uterus.  The  two  first  cannot  exist,  except  after 
sexual  intercourse ;  the  other  three  may  be  found  independ- 
ently of  it.*' 

With  Dr.  Montgomery,  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  the  re- 
ference, I  entirely  concur  in  this  view,  and  add  in  his  wordBy 
that  no  medical  jurist  would  be  justifiable  in  pronouncing  any 
such  mass  expelled  from  the  uterus  a  proof  of  pregnancy, 
except  he  can  detect  in  it  either  the  foetus  or  a  part  of  it,  or 
some  other  of  the  component  parts  of  the  ovum.  But  it  must 
also  be  recollected,  that  in  many  of  these  cases  no  trace  of  a 
foetus  can  be  discovered,  it  having  been  completely  destroyed, 
and  only  its  membranes  and  the  placenta  continuing  to  grow 
for  some  time,  and  becoming  thickened  and  fleshy,  or  filled 
with  fluid. 

We  have  already  remarked,  that  a  true  mole  may  be  mi^ 
taken  for  real  pregnancy  during  some  months.  By,  however, 
attending  to  the  following  circumstances,  the  difficulty  may  in 
some  degree  be  solved.  The  early  and  rapid  increase  in  the 
size  of  the  uterus,  the  sensation  of  pressure  which  often  pro- 
duces pain,  and  the  want  of  motion  when  examining  the 
uterus.  This  last,  however,  is  seldom  applicable,  since  the 
investigation  is  usually  made  in  the  early  stages.  Foieri 
adds,  that  the  breasts  are  not  filled  with  a  milky,  but  with 
serous  fluid,  and  that  the  female  often  experiences  violent 
convulsive  motion  in  her  abdomen.'*'  Occasional  dischargei 
of  blood  per  vaginam^  during  the  gestation  of  the  mole,  are 
not  uncommon. 

JTjfdatidSy  or  dropf^  of  the  uterui,  which  by  many  are  con- 


*  Fodex^,  ToL  i.  p.  469. 
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tered  aa  Bynonymons,*  are  generally  suppoaed  to  proceed 
1  coagula  of  blood,  or  from  portions  of  the  placenta,  de- 

*8ee  Dcamui,  p.  148,  >ad  tbe  opiaioQsof  Drs.  BnilHe  »ai  Sprengel  thera 
quoted  ID  fa*or  of  Ibis  belief.  Dr.  James,  Professor  of  Midvifcr;  in  th« 
UniTcnJly  of  PenDBjlTonia,  boM  advocatei]  a  aimilar  npinion.  (Eclcctie  Ee- 
[wrlory,  toL  i.  p.  499 :  aee  also  Cyclopedia  of  PracUcal  Medicine,  art.  BydO' 
Ml.  by  Dr.  Kerr,  *ol.  ii,  p.  449  ) 

"  tl  is  more  than  probable  Ihat  tbe  cases  described  as  dropny  of  tbe  ntemi 
bare  belonged  to  the  oIbbs  of  hydatids;  or,  if  Ibere  he  any  such  disease  fn 
htt  aa  drepay  of  the  ulerDS,  tbe  author  hea  ne*er  mel  nilh  a  esse  of  it." 
(C.  U.  Clarke,  part  ii.  p.  126.)  Dr.  RamebolhatD  concurs  in  opinion  wiOi 
Sit  Cliartea  Clarke,  and  saya  he  has  nerer  met  vitb  a  case.  (London  Med. 
Gaietie,  toI.  itL  p.  614.) 

JoLa  Bums,  boireTer.  coDSiders  them  as  distinct  diseasei ;  and  the  remark- 
•Ue  cue  ol  Dr.  A.  T.  ThomsoB,  ( Medico- Cliirurg.  Trnnsaotiona,  »oL  xM. 
p.  1*0,)  abowB  that  hydrometra  may  exist  independent  of  hydatids;  so  also 
in  the  eaae  examined  by  Dr.  Coley,  (Transactiona  Profincial  Med.  and  Surg. 
Aisociatioo,  toI.  it.  p.  857.)  There  is  certainly  one  condition  that  is  un- 
dcDbleiily  dietinct  from  <cbiit  tie  understand  by  hydaiidt.  It  i^onsists  in  an' 
tnormoua  colleciionof  the  liquor  amnii,  to  tbe  amount  aometiincs  of  three  or 
(our  galloDB.  Here  a  fluclualion  may  be  felt,  as  if  the  fvniale  were  dropsical, 
and  twleai  aware  of  the  possibility  of  its  ooourronco,  tbe  operalion  might  be 
raalily  haiarded.  Dr.  Blundell  suggests,  as  a  diacriminaling  circumstance, 
thai  the  enlargement  here  ie  often  very  sudden.  Its  real  nature,  boweTer, 
nail  be  aseerlained  by  an  eismination  of  tlie  parts. 

Dr.  Ilughlon  «aa  sent  for.  to  a  case  wbero,  io  the  middle  months  of  geaU- 

timi,  a  feoiale  labored  under  great  swelling  of  the  abdomen,  which  fluotuated 

distinctly.    The  surgeon  aesoeialod  with  bitn  proposed  an  operation.    It  was 

delayed,  and  during  the  sight  "the  membranes  which  contained  all  thia 

water  bunt  of  tfaemselveH,  a  flood  of  fluid  was  discharged,  the  sbdomeQ 

rapidly  collapsed,  a  firtus  issued  not  larger  than  iJie  first  joint  of  the  finger, 

and  the  patient  did  well."  (ttlundcH'a  Lectures,  Lancet,  N.  8.,  to!.  lii.  p.  9S.) 

TBere  i>  a  remarkable  case  of  an  enormous  discharge  of  fluid,  during  end 

^te  dellTery,  unaccompanied  with  hemorrhnge,  related  in  the  Lancet.  N.  8., 

^^fesiiii.  p.  865,  by  Dr.  Reid.     It  prored  falftl  in  a  few  hours.     No  dinto- 

^^Beonld  b«  bad. 

^^Bh  L1kK<I  reports  a  caae  like  Dr.  Haighlon'a.  He  calls  it  "DTopiy  of  At 
•WB."  A  female  in  the  stxib  month  of  pregnancy,  had  all  the  appearaaow 
tf  (he  drap«y.  She  waa  treated  for  it  with  medicines  nnd  improved,  but  in 
a  fvw  ilays  pains  eame  on ;  water  waa  discharged  in  large  quantities,  to  III* 
It  in  all  of  several  gallons,  A  well-formed  fa-tus,  tweWe  inches  long, 
Bip«nled  tha  dtaohargs.  It  siiniTed  filleen  minnles.  Not  long  after,  tt 
<r  fottuB  was  delirered.  She  recovered,  after  suffering  under  irregular 
n  of  the  nterus.  (Medical  Examiner,  FhiUdelphia,  toI.  Tiii.  p.  620.) 
Hembling  the  abore  ore  related  by  Mr.  Wildsmith,  of  Leeds,  Lon- 
V.S.,  vol.  t>.  p.  740;  by  Ur,  Ingleby.  in  his  work  on  Uterine  Hemor- 
,  Ucdieo-Chir.  ReTiew,  vol.  iii.  p.  219;  by  Dr.  Ramsbotham,  in  his 
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generated  during  the  process  of  pregnancy.*     There  is,  how- 
ever, an  opinion  entertained  by  some  writers,  that  they 


Obserrations  on  Midwifery;  ibid.,  pp.  812-314;  by  Mr.  Fell,  in  Edin.  Phys. 
and  Literary  Essays,  toI.  ii.  p.  374. 

SeTeral  cases  of  presumed  hydrometra,  collected  by  Dr.  Tessier,  ar«  re- 
ferred to  in  Medico-Chir.  Review,  vol.  xliv.  p.  489,  (from  Gazette  Medieale.) 
It  is  there  also  stated  that  Stoltz  and  Naegcle  have  expressed  their  disbelifif 
in  the  existence  of  this  disease,  except  in  connection  with  pregnancy,  be- 
cause the  uterus  is  a  mucous  and  not  a  serous  membrane — because  its  denaa 
structure  would  present  an  insurmountable  obstacle  to  its  dilatation  by  the 
fluid — because  the  fluid  would  escape — and  because,  as  they  aUege,  no 
authentic  case  of  the  disease  has  yet  been  recorded. 

M.  Lisfranc,  howeTcr,  details  two  cases  of  hydrometra,  in  both  of  which 
the  absence  of  pregnancy  was  satisfactorily  ascertained. 

*  **As  in  other  parts  of  the  body  we  find  Iiydatids  without  there  haiing 
been  a  connection  between  the  sexes,  so  in  the  uterus,  I  presume,  they  may 
be  formed  without  intercourse;  but  in  general  they  are  the  result  of  mtprtgn/^ 
tion.^*  (Uluudell,  Lancet,  vol.  iv.  p.  22G.)  It  is  probable  that  the  existenoe 
of  pregnancy  is  not  necessary  for  the  production  of  the  disease.  (C.  K. 
Clarke,  part  ii.  p.  115.)  Dewees  (Diseases  of  Females,  p.  298,)  is  of  the 
same  opinion. 

Madame  Bolvin,  however,  in  her  Essay  on  the  Vesicular  Mole,  oppoMt 
the  idea  of  its  consisting  of  hydatids,  and  deems  it  a  degeneration  of  the 
impregnated  ovuul  In  proof  of  this,  she  refers  to  the  mass  of  vesicles  being 
enveloped  in  a  membranous  sac,  consisting  of  two  layers,  one  resembling  the 
deoidua  reflexa,  and  the  other  the  amnios.  Of  course  she  considers  it  inva- 
riably the  result  of  sexual  intercourse.  (See  her  **Nouvelle8  Recherehee,** 
etc.,  and  Edinburgh  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  vol.  xxxiv.  p.  882.)  To  the 
question  put  in  the  former  edition  —  }Miether  there  wot  any  case  in  vhiekmi 
examination  had  been  made  on  the  virgin  female  laboring  under  this  disease  ;  mid 
if  80f  whether  the  parietea  of  the  uterus  enlarged  as  in  real  pregnancy  f  MadaBM 
Doivin  at  least  gives  an  unequivocal  answer:  **En  eff'et,  il  nous  parattre 
toujours  tres-difficile  de  determiner  d'une  maniere  absolue  r<Stat  de  virginity 
d*une  fiUc,  cloitree  ou  non,  chez  laquelle  s'est  ddvelopp^  Tut^rus  comme 
dans  une  grossesse  foetale  de  neuf  mois"  Not  only  the  uterus,  but  all  the 
organs  sympathizing  with  it,  develop  themselves ;  and,  whatever  may  have 
been  the  antecedent  circumstances  of  the  individual,  these  combined  say  little 
in  favor  of  her  chastity.  (Recherches,  p.  20.) 

Velpcau,  in  his  recent  work,  observes,  as  the  result  of  his  numeroos 
aminations,  that  **\es  hydatides  en  grappe  de  Tutdrus  n*^taient  pas  de 
T^siculaires,  comme  on  croit  g^n^ralemcnt ;  mais  bien  le  produit  d*un  OBiif 
averts,  dont  los  petits  corps  gangliformes  ont  pris  un  accroissement  qui  M 
leur  est  pas  ordinaire.''  (Embryologie,  p.  10.) 

To  this  testimony,  I  add  the  decided  opinion  of  Dr.  Montgomery,  whO| 
after  quoting  Baudelocque,  Voigtel,  Desormeaux,  Velpeao,  and  Madame 
BoiTin  to  the  same  effect,  remarks:  <*Our  own  belief  is,  that  uterine  hyd^ 
tide  do  not  oceur  except  after  sexual  intercourse,  and  aa  a  ooneequenoe  of 


rBfcasionally  an  original  production  of  the  uterus.*     It  is  not 
I  Becessu-y  to  proceeil  to  a  minute  description  of  them,  but  we 


I  htpregiiRiioa.     We  neTsr  mel  or  heard  of  ■  case  in  which  their  presence 
mpuiictl  or  preoeded  bj  I  he  UBiinl  sjrmplQOis  ofpregnaacy  i  And 
f  ^  every  insluico  under  our  inunedinle  obserration.  the  wompa  auppOMd 
^ms«lTas  villi  child;  snd  wlien  tlie  aaatenta  of  che  uterus  were  eipeUsd, 
(  found  either  B  blighted  fcctua,  or  mme  atber  pnrt  of  the  ovum." 
r  Vt  Ui«  argumenE  from  aiming^,  and  whicli  may  be  Been  nbovo  in  the  obacr- 
!■  of  Dr.  Blundell,  he  replies,  that  the  hydatids  in  the  respeclJTe  oaMs 
ally  differ;  and,  abore  aU,  that  they  are  atwajs  formed  in  eonneolian 
li  urous  membranes,  wliich  do  not  exist  in  the  uterus  until  the  ovum  is 
oaitcd  Ibere.  nhoae  membranGS  are  esaenlially  serous. 
At  It  later  period,  howerer,  than  any  of  the  abore  writers,  Dr.  F,  H.  Rams- 
I  k*Lbam  hM  published  the  following  remarks:  "It  is  the  opinion  of  Madame 
p  ^oiTin,  aetl  some  able  phyeiologislH,  that  these  liodtes  cannot  be  formed 
1   ladepeodeally  of  pregnancy:  while  others,  with  Percy,  hold  a  different  doc- 
I  am  myseir  inclined  to  the  belief  that  they  may  be  formed  \a  the 
Dl«raa,  and  think  the  raenihrBnous  substance  secreted  in  odd  TltriBty 
f  dysmfDorrhtra,  very  likely  to  lay  the  foundation  of  the  dieesse.     This 
t,  indeed,  seems  prored  by  cn<>cs  lately  reported  in  the  Glnpgow  Medieal 
r»»I,  by  Dr.  Andrew.     Two  out  of  four  instances  of  uterine  hydatida, 
ti  be  there  records,  happened  in  the  persons  of  young  unmarried  girls, 
ble  character,  ag^d  eiiteen  aitd  aeienieeii,  and  iu  one  there  WM 
It  a  perfeet  hymen."  (Lectures,  London  Med.  Omette,  lol,  xii.  p.  018; 
o  Dr.  Ingleby,  in  Lancet.  H,  S.,  toI.  iitL  p.  76.)      , 
rano,  while  he  admits  that  the  clustered  hydatids  always  originate 
icy,  asserts  tliat  true  hydatids  may  exist  in  the  virgin  utema; 
B  proof,  quotes  a  case  from  Percy. 
ic  6r>t  number  of  Crureilhier's  PsLhological  Anntotny  are  two  plates, 
■t  of  this  disease,  which  strikingly  elucidate  its  nature.    The  female 
rrhagic  discharges,  willi  pain,  at  the  fourth  month,  which  continued  . 
lar  Interrals  uniil  the  seTenth,   when  the  placenta,  transformcA  I 
o  a  mass  of  hydniida,  was  discharged  with  aercre  pnin.     A  foetitV   I 
ta  aiu  of  ihe^M  or  tiilh  leetk  was  found  by  cutting  into  the  chorion 
*  Dr.  Ashwell  ([)isenses  of  Females)  mentions  harlng  met  with  one  ei 
a  «iJo«  uf  unblemished  reputation,  Id  whom  they  occurred  two  and  »  I 
Uytars  after  the  death  of  her  husband.    And  he  stales  another,  occurrinf  I 
i  Vlt.  Douglas  Foi,  where  a  large  mass  of  vesicular  hydatids  were  expelled  | 
bfu  Iha  alcnis  of  a  maiden  lady,  in  wbutn  the  hymen  whs  unnipiured. 
■  BoatoD  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  vol.  xxiii.  p.  4TS,     Two  ansea  hf   I 
of  Indinna,  bom  Illinois  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,     In  on^    . 
aa  been  discharged,  but  the  patient  continued  subjeet  to  uterlaa   J 
irbage  of  which  she  died  alter  some  months.     On  dissection,  hydatids  I 
d  imbedded  in  llie  pnrietcs  of  llie  uterus.     In  the  other,  a  female, 
4  56,  discharged  a  mass  of  hydatids.     The  menses  had  ceased  prerloua 
I,  but  tliey  rGlumcd  regularly  after  the  hydalida  were  discharged. 
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may  observe  that  usually  these  watery  yesicles  hang  together 
in  clusters,  occupy  a  considerable  space,  and  produce  a  corre- 
sponding distention.  Their  early  symptoms  are  those  of  preg- 
nancy.^ The  uterus  enlarges;  the  breasts  swell;  milk  10 
occasionally  formed;  sometimes  there  is  an  alternate  discharge 
of  serous  fluid  and  blood  from  the  vagina.  Dr.  C.  M.  Clarke 
considers  the  occasional  and  sudden  discharge  of  an  almost 
colorless  and  inodorous  watery  fluid  as  a  diagnostic  symptom, 
while  Madame  Boivin  relies  much  on  the  want  of  the  signs  of 
a  fluid  in  the  uterus,  or  of  a  solid  body  floating  in  a  fluid,  when 
the  patient  is  examined  by  the  touch.  At  the  accustomed 
time  no  motion  is  felt.  There  is  no  certain  time  for  their  dis- 
charge. Sometimes,  however,  they  do  not  come  away  miUI 
some  period  after  real  pregnancy  would  have  been  accom- 
plished. Their  expulsion  is  attended  with  pain,  often  of  the 
severest  kind,  and  generally  with  hcmorrhage.f  An  instrao- 
tive  case  is  related  by  Dr.  Eights,  where  the  female  conceived 
herself  pregnant,  but  felt  no  motion,  and  at  the  end  of  eight 
months  was  seized  with  pain,  and  occasional  watery  discharges. 
This  continued  some  time,  and  then  ceased.  A  month  after, 
she  was  attacked  with  labor-pains,  and  discharged  about  a 
gallon  of  hydatids.  On  the  third  day  after  this,  there  was  a 
copious  secretion  of  milk.|     Mauriceau  also  states  the  case  of 

*  Clarke,  part  2,  p.  118.  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  voL 
xxxiv.  p.  482;  Davis*  Obstetric  Medicine,  p.  G77.  This  author  is  also  rvj 
decided  in  his  opinion.  "  They  are  generally  the  accompaniments,  as  alio 
probably  the  results,  of  blighted  and  other  diseased  forms  of  eTentoaDj 
unproductive  gestations ;  or  if  we  admit  the  fact  of  their  being  erer  pro- 
duced independently  of  any  connection  with  a  contemporaneous  gestation, 
the  author  feels  disposed  to  the  opinion  that  they  must  be  the  results  of  con- 
ceptions of  antecedent  dates."  See  also  Mr.  North,  London  Med.  Gaxeita^ 
vol.  xxvi.  p.  3t51,  and  Dr.  Waller,  in  Lancet,  N.  S.,  vol.  xxvi.  p.  891. 

f  Mr.  AVatson  ^Philosophical  Transactions,  vol.  Ixi.  p.  711,)  relates  aetM 
of  this  description,  in  a  female  forty-eight  years  old.  There  was  no  en- 
largement of  the  abdomen  or  of  the  breasts;  and  she  attributed  her  symp- 
toms to  a  cessation  of  the  menses.  The  hydatids  were  united,  like  a  cluster 
of  grapes,  to  a  spongy  substance. 

{  American  Med.  and  Philosophical  Register,  vol.  iv.  p.  619 ;  Dr.  DwV 
(Obstetric  Medicine,  p.  670,)  reference  to  this  case  is  incorrect. 

For  additional  instances,  see  Dr.  William  Moore,  in  New  Tork  Medical 
and  Physical  Journal,  vol.  i.  p.  151 ;  Dr.  James  Clarke,  in  Edinburgh  Med. 
and  Surg.  Journal,  toL  t.  p.  257 ;   Ibid.,  toL  xxix.  p.  217 ;    (a 
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B  wife  of  President  de  Xemours,  who  was  considered  preg- 
whole  year,  and  at  last  was  relieved  by  a  copionB 
fitery  discharge.* 


Biut'B  MftgniinB;}  Mr.  WililamiUi,  in  Lanoet,  S.  B.,  tdI.  it.  p.  789; 
Cnatck.  in  Dublin  HoipiUl  ItcportB,  vol.  t.;  Madime  BolTin'e  Esm; 
iahwell.  in  Guy's  Hoapilal  Reparta,  toI.  i.  p.  129  j  Dr.  Chow ne,  Lancet, 
October  2S,  1843,  4nd  NoTember  IS,  1813;  Dr.  Jghn  H.  Oriacom,  ii 
York  Journal  of  Medicine,  (Fottj'b,)  tdI.  il.  p,  330  :  Medical  Times,  NoTem- 
ber  *,  1613,  p.  66  ;  Meil.  Examioer,  vol.  TJii.  p.  73 ;  case  b;  Dr.  J,  K. 
UlUtbell:  this  case  prored  fatal,  after  the  clisobnrge  of  maa;  thousand 
leuolee,  ooiutitutiDg  the  true  cluster  of  gropes  hjdBtid;  do  otum  wM 
foiuKl.  but  the  hydatids  adhered  to  the  membranes  and  a,  perfoot  eorpna 
luleumwa*  preaent;  Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  lol.  zxxii.  p.  17;  casei 
by  Dr.  Morris;  a  case  bj  Mr.  Watson,  of  Warwick:  the  female  was  twenty- 
two  years  old,  and  baa  been  married  nearly  ten  months;  she  had  no  sus- 
picion of  being  pregnant,  and  the  marks  present  were  at  least  equltooal; 
tbere  we  do  mtmbraaovt  bag  inTcsting  the  hydatids,  aud  the  hemorrhaga 
suceteding  was  very  slight ;  milk  was  aeorcted  on  the  second  day,  and  tho 
lochia  wire  present ;  Trans.  ProTincial  Mi^d.  and  Surg.  Ai<socin(ioM,  vol,  iL 
3JS :  a  case  with  all  Ibe  usual  symptoms  of  pregnancy,  by  Ur.  Hooker, 
Hew  Haren ;  Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  toI.  iri.  p.  91 ;  OrSla, 
I,  third  edition,  <rol.  i.  p.  294. 
rcral  instances  are  also  related  in  Dr.  Butter's  valuable  essay  on  the 
at  Miss  Bums,  which  I  shall  notice  hereafter. 
Wben  the  question  relatire  to  the  origin  of  moles  and  hydatids  shall  be 
•Mlled,  we  aliall  be  belter  enabled  to  answer  the  question  lately  put  in  the 
Medical  tind  Surgical  Journal.  Tot.  viji.  pp.  71.  1-4:  Whel/ttr  htnor- 
\frvm  t/u  mimprtgnaUd  ulerui  ever  occunJ  That  it  ts  rare,  is,  I  belieTfl, 
4oabt«d.  Dr.  Asbwell,  howerer,  (Oujr's  Tlospital  Reporla,  vol.  iii.  p. 
,)  Tclales  seieral  instances  of  such  hemorrbage,  associated  with  tumors 
He  uierus  of  varying  degrees  of  induration  nnd  malignity.  It  is  proper 
to  aild  that  ail  the  enees  arc  of  married  femiLlea,  some  having  been  previously 
firegnant,  and  others  noL  Dr.  Asbwell  does  not  believe  that  a  genuine  hard 
IT  fibrous  tumor  ever  becomes  a  pediculnted  polyp ux. 

The  first  discharge  of  blood  iu  several  cases,  collected  by  Madame  Boivtn, 
Is  M  foOows : — 

2  at  46  days.  1  at    G  months. 


^^.349; 

•Milei 
BoM«i 

Qte 
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1  • 


Imgth  of  time  in  the  last  of  these  cases  should  be  remembered,  as  It 

a  widowed  female,  and  uigusily  impugn  her  chastity. 

f*  toAtri,  tul.  i.  p,  743.     This  author  suegeitB,  that  if  water  be  contained 

by  raising  it  on  the  point  of  the  Sngur,  a  fluctuation  more  or 

N  lUsllnct  will  bo  perceived. 

OsH  ^  JlfdriHiKtra  in  on   Cnimprepiatcd   Uliria. — Dr.  OraiididiBr  men- 
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5.  It  is  proper  to  mention  that  membraneM  are  sometimea 
expelled  in  dyBmenorrhcea^  which  have  given  rise  to  a  wa^ 
pieion  of  pregnancy  and  early  abortion.  They  are  accompanied 
by  severe  pain,  a  red  discharge,  and  the  substance  thrown 
off  somewhat  resembles  the  decidua.  But  the  history  of  the 
case  will  enable  as  readily  to  decide.  All  the  appearances  of 
pregnancy  are  wanting ;  the  discharge  recurs  at  every  men- 
strual period ;  the  membrane  is  slight  in  its  texture,  wants  the 
vascularity  of  the  true  decidua,  and  never  contains  any  of  the 
transparent  membranes  of  the  ovum.  Many  unmarried  females 
are  periodically  subject  to  this  severe  disease.* 

6.  A  collection  of  air  in  the  womb  has  sometimes  led  to 
mistakes  as  to  the  presence  of  pregnancy.  This  has  been 
variously  styled  physometra,  tympanitis,  and  emphysema  4ff 
the  womb.  In  1798,  a  female  in  the  Royal  Infirmary  at  Edin- 
burgh stated  that  she  was  in  labor.  According  to  custom,  a 
house  pupil  was  sent  to  attend  her,  which  he  did  very  fiuth- 
fully  for  two  days  and  two  nights.  At  the  end  of  that  period, 
he  sent  for  Dr.  Hamilton,  the  professor  of  midwifery,  who 
examined  her,  and  much  to  the  mortification  of  both  the  stu- 
dent and  the  woman,  declared  that  she  must  become  pregnant 

lions  the  case  of  a  female,  aged  21,  unmarried.  Her  menstmfttion  bad 
never  been  regular,  but  she  had  complete  suppression,  after  which  Imt 
abdomen  began  to  enlarge,  and  in  a  few  weeks  reached  the  siie  of  that  of 
the  full  term  of  gestation.  As  she  was  proved  not  to  be  pregnant  bj  Tmgnul 
examination,  she  was  treated  for  ascites,  and  after  the  performance  of  pui^ 
centesis,  without  the  evacuation  of  fluid,  hydrometra  was  suspected.  She 
was  now  ordered  ten  grains  of  secalc  cornutum,  every  two  hours,  until 
uterine  action  ensueil.  After  having  taken  120  grains,  this  occurred,  and  a 
large  quantity  of  clear  water  was  expelled.  She  improved  materially  after 
this,  and  menstruation  returned;  but  she  had  several  returns  of  her  iiiflati 
at  intervals,  and  was  not  entirely  relieved  until  she  underwent  a  coarse  of 
mineral  waters.  (Neue  Zeitschrift  fur  Geburtskunde,  band,  xxiv.  p.  261; 
Rankin's  Abstract,  No.  ix.  p.  158.)  ^ 

In  the  Dublin  Quarterly  Journal,  February,  ISoO,  is  related  a  case  of 
hydrometra^  in  a  young  lady,  aged  eighteen  years.  At  the  end  of  niae 
months,  paroxysms  of  pains  like  labor-pains  occurred.  A  yellowish-colofal 
serous  discharge  continued  for  four  weeks.  Catamenia  returned  in  a  ftfV 
weeks  thereafter.  (Rankin*s  Abstract,  Xo.  xi.  p.  lol.) 

*  Cyclopedia  Pract.  Med.,  vol.  iii.  p.  488;  Dr.  Denman,  in  Medical  FadS 
and  Observations,  vol.  i.  p.  108.  He  observes,  that  he  has  **the  meet  nn> 
doubted  proofs  that  it  may  be  formed  without  connubial  commiinieatiioMi* 
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before  she  could  be  delivered.  She  was  laboring  under  tbia 
disease. 

An  interesting  case  ia  related  by  Dr.  Ray,  of  Eafitport, 
Maioc.  It  made  its  first  appearance  during  a  second  preg- 
nancy seventeen  yenrs  ago,  and  from  that  time  to  tbis,  the 
patient  has  never  been  free  from  it — whether  impregnated  or 
not.  In  the  latter  state,  however,  no  inconvenience  is  expe- 
rienced ;  in  the  former,  there  is  always  severe  pain.  Some- 
times, but  not  always,  the  air  is  discharged  with  o.  crepitus, 
and  as  often  as  twice  or  thrice  a  week.  This,  however,  varies, 
and  she  has  never  observed  it  to  accumulate  so  as  to  produce 
any  perceptible  enlargement  nf  the  abdomen.  The  most  in- 
tense p^n  occurs  after  quietening.* 

Cases  of  pretended  pregnancy  have   occasionally  excited 


*  BmIod  Ued.  MsgAiine,  to!,  i.  p.  ZS3;  see  on  UiU  dueaie,  Burns,  p.  62; 
DenDun,  p,  I4B;  Qoaeb,  Diseases  uf  Women,  p.  242;  a  com  bj' Mr.  Wny,  ia 
Lonret.  »ol.  iH.  p.  806;  Medioo-Cbir.  Bevtow,  vol.  lii.  p.  612;  ITo  cases 
Trom  an  Italian  JuumaL  One  of  these  imitated  pregnanof,  in  somo  respecU; 
but  at  the  Riitb  month  it  dissipited.  Ibid.,  vol.  ixii.  p.  418;  Review  of 
Madame  Boiriu ;  Lee.  in  Cyclopedia  Pract.  Jled.,  vol.  it.  p.  B83. 

Tessier.  in  Medico- Chit urg.  Reiiew,  toI.  liii.  p.  487 ;  American  Journal 
M»d.  SrieDoes.  N.  S..  toI.  it.  p.  403 ;  British  and  Foreign  Medical  Review, 
rd.  siii.  p.  246;  a  caso  bj  Dr.  Ereoliftoi,  *f  phyaomelra,  in  the  puerperal 
sut«,  Boaloii  Ued.  and  Surgical  Journal,  t«1.  uiiii.  p.  OS;  four  caies  by 
pTotciHor  liarbour,  of  £eiiipeT  College,  one  female  unmarried. 

Dr.  Churcliill  (Diseases  of  Females,  p.  108,)  mentions  as  diagnostic  marks 
of  physomctn,  tlie  absence  of  fteltl  motion,  the  resonance  of  tbe  Ininor, 
ltd  lb*  presence  of  pain.  The  menses  are  usually  suppressed,  tlie  abdomen 
«)aigea,  and  milli  is  secreted. 


Tbere  are  some  disessea,  to  which  Ibe  uterus  is  liable,  thnt  may  occ&sioD- 
illy  be  miit&keii  for  pregnancy.  Of  these,  Dr.  C.  M.  Clarko  mentions  tbe 
jlaJty  tutrrcU.  All,  banetcr,  arc  slow  in  Ibeir  progress,  and  are  generally 
uaccouipanied  with  affeelions  of  the  slomacb  and  breasts.  They  arriie 
U  ibnr  height  long  after  pregnancy  should  bave  been  completed.  Tbe  very 
bei  of  «iilaTg«meni  continuing  more  than  five  months,  is,  according  to  Ooocfa, 
•Mnss  argnmeDl  against  its  presence. 

k  «s  fttso  not  forget,  that  some  morbid  conditions  of  tlie  uterus  are  com- 
ic with  pregnancy.     Thus  carcinoma,  particularly  of  the  oerrii  uteri, 
(Ten  in  the  ulcersilTe  stHge,  has  occurred  to  Drs.  Clarke,  Kennedy,  and 
>o  also  cBUllSower  excrescence  of  tbe  uterus.    Kennedy,  p.  144 ; 
cues  related  by  Dr.  Robert  Lee,  In  London  Medical  aaietlo, 
VsztlU.  p.  896,  and  vol  zui.  p.  721. 
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eonsiderable  attention,  from  peculiar  oirenmstuiees  attenduit 
on  them.  Of  this  nature  was  the  instance  of  Bianca  CapdlO| 
the  mistress  of  the  Prince  of  Tuscany,  who,  in  order  to  gn- 
tify  his  wish  of  havbg  an  heir,  feigned  herself  pregnant,  nd 
at  the  expected  period  introduced  the  child  of  another  as  hir 
own.  And  in  more  modem  times,  Joanna  Southoott,  at  tlie 
age  of  sixty-five,  declared  herself  pregnant,  and  was  believed 
by  her  followers  in  England;  nay,  more,  she  even  found  medi- 
cal men  who  attested  to  it,  although  she  stated  at  the  siao 
time  that  she  was  a  virgin.  Her  death,  however,  ocenmd 
previous  to  the  expected  delivery,  and  on  dissection,  no  traeei 
of  pregnancy  could  be  discovered.* 

The  laws  for  the  punishment  of  concealed  pregnani^  will 
be  introduced  with  most  propriety  in  the  chapter  on  in&ati- 
cide. 

To  prevent  repetition,  I  shall  also  delay  the  consideration  of 
the  appearances  found  on  dissection,  until  I  come  to  consider 
the  subject  of  delivery. 

III.   Of  Superfixtation. 

By  superfoetation  is  understood  the  conception  of  a  seecMid 
embryo  during  the  gestation  of  the  first,  or  that  a  woman  who 
has  advanced  to  any  period  of  one  pregnancy,  is  capable  of 
conceiving  another  child. 

This  doctrine  was  very  current  among  the  ancient  physi- 
cians,t  and  still  has  adherents,  although  the  majority  of  tk 
medical  profession  at  the  present  day  are  skeptics  with  re- 
spect to  it.  Its  bearing  in  legal  medicine  is  on  the  question 
of  legitimacy,  as  I  shall  hereafter  show. 

It  will  conduce  to  a  better  understanding  of  the  subject,  if 

*  Edinburgh  Reriew,  No.  48,  art.  11.  In  the  stormy  period  that  preceded 
the  abdication  of  James  II.,  it  seems  to  have  been  a  faTorite  opinion  among 
the  Protestants,  that  the  Pretender  (as  he  is  now  styled  in  history)  wis  a 
supposititious  child.  The  proof  in  favor  of  this  may  be  fonnd  in  BomeC't 
History  of  his  own  Times,  London,  1758,  toI.  i.  pp.  478-624;  and  the  whole 
testimony,  in  favor  and  against  the  opinion,  is  coUeoted  in  HoweU*s  State 
Trials,  vol.  xii.  p.  128 ;  see  also  History  of  England,  toI.  TiiL  pp.  146, 154) 
in  Lardner's  Cabinet  Cyclopedia. 

f  So  common  was  the  belief  in  it,  that  BrassaTolos  obMfrea  that  he  hM 
seen  superfcetation  epidemic ! 
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tbe  cases  which  sre  deemed  inBtanoes  of  superfodtatioDi  be 
first  stated;  and  afterwards  the  objections  to  them,  and  the 
mode  in  which  the  opponents  of  this  doctrine  explain  their 
peculiarities. 

1.  The  following  is  taken  from  the  Consilia  of  Zacchias. 
J.  N.  Sobrejos  lost  his  life  in  a  quarrel,  leaving  his  wife  preg-* 
nant.  Eight  months  after  his  death,  she  was  delivered  of  a 
deformed  child,  which  died  in  the  birth.  Her  abdomen  re- 
mained large,  and  it  was  suspected  that  a  second  infant  was 
contained  in  it,  but  all  efforts  to  procure  its  delivery  proved 
fruitless.  One  month  and  a  day  thereafter,  the  widow  was 
again  taken  in  labor,  and  brought  forth  a  perfect  living  child. 
The  relations  of  the  husband  contested  its  legitimacy,  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  the  fruit  of  a  superfoetation,  and  Zacchias 
was  consulted  on  the  subject.  He  agreed  that  the  two  infants 
could  not  have  been  the  product  of  one  conception,  since  the 
interval  between  their  birth  was  so  great;  but  advanced  it  as 
his  opinion,  that  the^r^^  was  the  product  of  a  superfoetation, 
and  conceived  a  month  after  the  other.  This  he  strengthened 
by  the  fact,  that  the  husband  died  suddenly,  while  in  a  state 
of  perfect  health.  His  opinion  preserved  the  character  of  the 
mother,  and  also  gave  her  those  legal  rights  to  which  her 
mtuation  entitled  her."^ 

Dr.  Denman,  in  his  work  on  Midwifery,  quotes  a  letter  ad- 
dressed to  the  lady  of  Sir  Walter  Farquahar,  by  the  patient 
herself,  which  contains  a  case  belonging  to  the  subject  before 
us.  The  female  went  to  the  ninth  month  of  pregnancy;  but 
between  the  fifth  and  sixth  she  met  with  a  great  fright,  which 
affected  her  severely  and  diminished  her  size.  On  the  11th 
of  February  she  was  delivered  of  a  healthy  child,  but  con- 
tinued in  pain;  and  it  was  not  until  the  morning  of  the  25th 
that  she  was  relieved.  "On  that  day,  there  was  born  the 
head  and  parts  of  a  child  that  had  just  the  appearance  of  a 
miscarriage  of  four  months.^f 

*  Zacchias,  Consilia,  No.  66.  Foder^  obserrea,  that  he  is  assured  that  a 
fbmale  in  Turin,  in  1797,  was  successively  delivered  of  three  children,  at  an 
interral  of  fifteen  days  between  each.  (Foder^,  vol.  i.  p.  4S4.) 

f  Cases  resembling  the  above,  are  mentioned  in  most  works  on  midwifeiy, 
ftnd  in  many  of  the  p«riodioal  journals.  I  will  refar  to  some  that  I  havs 
noted: — 
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Additional  references  will  be  found  below.  It  is  necessary 
to  add  in  this  place,  that  the  blighted  ovum  is  sometimes  re- 
tained for  a  length  of  time.  This  should  not  be  forgotten  in 
medico-legal  cases,  else  it  may  by  possibility  happen  that  an 
unjust  suspicion  will  fall  on  the  innocent.  Thus,  in  a  case 
that  occurred  to  Dr.  Montgomery,  an  ovum  at  two  months 
(as  was  evident  from  its  size)  was  not  expelled  until  three 
months  thereafter,  and  in  one  cited  by  him  from  Dr.  Ingleby, 
another  of  three  months  was  not  expelled  until  the  ninth 
month. 

2.  A  case  mentioned  by  Buffon,  has  been  often  quoted  by 
the  opponents  and  advocates  of  superfoetation.     ^^A  female 

Philosophical  Transaotions,  YoL  Ixi.  p.  458.  (Case  by  Mr.  Warner.)  Medioo- 
Chirurgical  Transactions,  toL  ix.  p.  194,  case  by  Mr.  Chapman,  wherv  a 
blighted  foetus  and  placenta  were  expelled  at  seren  months,  and  a  living 
child  remained  to  the  fuU  period  of  utero-gestation.  Eclectic  Repertory, 
Tol.  X.  p.  631,  Dr.  Mease  on  cases  of  blighted  foetus.  London  Medical  aad 
Physical  Journal,  yoI.  xxii.  p.  47,  and  yoI.  xxIy.  p.  282.  In  one  of  theiCi 
(case  by  Mr.  Farrell,)  a  healthy  child  was  first  expelled,  and  in  aboat  four 
hours  afterwards,  a  dead  foetus  of  the  size  of  fiYc  months'  conception.  la 
the  other,  (case  by  Mr.  Rolfo,)  the  dead  foetus,  apparently  of  six  montlMi 
was  first  deliYered,  and  the  fiill-grown  child  shortly  after.  Three  caaei  art 
respectirely  related  by  Messrs.  Newnham,  Hayes,  and  Powell,  in  the  Trm^ 
actions  of  the  Associated  Apothecaries  of  England  and  Wales.  Each  of  IheM 
had  separate  placentas ;  one  of  the  blighted  ova  was  putrid  and  the  other 
not.  (New  England  Journal,  yoI.  xiii.  p.  241.)  by  Baron  Percy,  in  London 
Medical  Repository,  yoI.  xx.  p.  110.  By  F.  W.  Norton,  in  New  York  Medi* 
cal  Repository,  toI.  xxiii.  p.  110.  By  Dr.  John  Clarke,  in  London  Medieal 
and  Physical  Journal,  yoI.  XYi.  p  219.  By  Dr.  Fithian,  in  Chapman's  Jour* 
nal,  N.  S.,  Yol.  ii.  p.  367.  By  Dr.  0.  H.  Taylor,  in  North  American  Medietl 
and  Surgical  Journal,  yoI.  iv.  p.  81.  By  Dr.  Fahrenhorst,  of  Llthoaaia, 
New  York  Medical  and  Physical  Journal,  yoI.  Yii.  p.  398.  By  Dr.  Colombt^ 
American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences,  yoI.  y.  p.  488.  Mr.  Leeson  and  Mr. 
Hunter,  Lancet,  N.  S.,  yoI.  xix.  pp.  133-256.  In  neither  of  these  was  the 
shriveled  foetus  in  any  way  putrefied.  By  Dr.  Montgomery,  Signs  of  Prcf- 
nancy,  p.  205.  By  Dr.  Jackson,  Amcr.  Journal  Med.  Sciences,  Tol.  zztt. 
p.  207.  By  Dr.  Isaac  Porter,  ibid.,  vol.  xxiv.  p.  256,  and  vol.  xxtL  p.  807. 
By  Dr.  Conger,  Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  vol.  xxix.  p.  216.  By  Hr. 
Siebold,  London  Med.  Gazette,  vol.  xxvi.  p.  45.  By  Mr.  Stone,  Lanoet«  N.S^ 
vol.  xxvi.  p.  842.  By  Dr.  Streeter,  ibid.,  vol.  xxix.  p.  148 ;  ibid.,  Jannmrjll, 
1848,  by  Mr.  Vale.  By  M.  Menard,  London  and  Edin.  Monthly  Jonnal» 
vol.  i.  p.  68.  By  Dr.  Loomis,  Buffalo  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  toL  L  p.  16. 
By  Dr.  Jamicson,  Dublin  Journal  of  Med.  Science,  September,  1841.  NoHIh 
western  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  yoL  iiL  p.  814,  oase  by  Dr.  Bndj. 
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t  Gli&rlestoB,  in  South  Carolina,  was  delivered,  in  1714,  of 

Ine,  wittiia  a  rery  short  time  of  each  other.     One  was  foand 

I  be  black  and  the  other  white.     This  variety  of  color  led  to 

I  invest igat ton ;  and  the  female  confessed  that  on  a  particn- 

r  day,  immediately  after  her  husband  had  left  his  bed,  a 

jro  entered  her  room,  and  by  threatening  to  murder  her  if 

B  did  not  consent,  had  connection  with  her."* 

kit  has  been  insinuated  against  the  credibility  of  this  case, 

pt  one  of  the  offspring  was  white.     Instances  can,  however, 

^Bddnccd,  where  this  objection  does  not  apply.     Dr.  Mose- 

r  mentions  the  following  as  occurring  within  his  time  at 

kortwood   estate,   in   the   Island    of  Jamaica,      "A   negro 

1  brought  forth  two  children  at  a  birth,  both  of  a  size, 

fl  of  which  was  a  negro  and  the  other  a  mulatto.     On  being 

terrogated  upon  the  occasion  of  their  dissimilitude,  she  said 

I  perfectly  well  knew  the  cause  of  it,  which  was,  that  n 

Ute  man  belonging  to  the  estate  came  to  her  hut  one  morn- 

I  before  she  was  up,  and  she  suffered  his  embraces  almost 

tantlj  after  her  black  husband  had  quitted  her."f 


*  Fail«n<,  lol.  i.  p.  482. 

i  Uoaele]'  an  Tropical  Diaeases,  tlv.,  p.  HI,     For  addilionsl  cnsee,  bm 

4a)j  Journal  of  Foreign  Medicine  and  Surgery,  toI.  iii.  p.  350,  caBs  \>J 

«  BouiUoD,  from  the  Bulletin  de  la  FoDolt^  Bt  de  1ft  Sooi^l^  de  M^dft* 

^  1B2I.     X  ncgrtas  dcliiered  of  twins,  u  in  Dr.  MgaeUy's  oaue,  uid 

B  hy  Dr.  Deirees— a  vliile  woman,  near  Philadelphia ;    twins ;    one 

e  block,  (Cote's  Medical  Maseum,  vol.  i.  p.  174.)    Caae'bj 

ETmUi — a  nogreia  in  South  Carolina,  ia  ISlSi  three  children ;  two  nhita 

t  blaok,  (N.  Amet.  Med.  and  Surg.  Journ.,  vol.  i.  p,  466.)     Cage  bf 

EOncivrde — a  negress  !□  South  Carolina  ;  Ivrina  ;  a  black  and  a  mulatto, 

■  Journal,  N.  S.,  vol,  v.  p.  412.)     Case  by  Dr.  Delmaa,  of  Roaen 

liQ  a  publio  hospilalorthal  ally;   twins;  one  white  and  the  other 

bj,  (Dictionoure  des  Soienoeg  MedictlcB,  vol.  iv.  p.  161;    Cat  rarti.) 

wd«ll,  in  his  Lectures,  refen  to  a  case  of  thi*  description,  bj  Ur. 

«r,  at  Weyhridge,  (Lanoet,  N.  S..  vol.  iii.  p.  202.)     A  cue  at  the 

(•in  Uoipital.  Berlin,   [Januttry  2G,  \H^2,)  of  IwioB;    one  white  and 

Ea(k«r  Lftlf-cuitD.     CooQection  with  a  negro  waa  proved.    From  Heokcr'a 

li*.  (JUsericfta  Journal  of  Medical  Scivacus,  vol.  ziv.  p.  220.)     A  aas« 

>  EoglanJ,  of  twins  (  one  blaok  nnd  tho  other  mulatto.     The  mother 

■k)  catifeiia«d  oohabiiation  with  a  white  man.   ([lelated  by  Dr.  Holcombe, 

acbiuettt,)   Bolton  Mod.  and  Surg.  Journal,  vol  lili,  p.  S4.     Case 

~  ~  I,  of  Suiium,  wbere  it  occurred.    A  oegrets,  having  oonnactioo 
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"One  of  the  author's  pupils,"  says  Prof.  Dunglison,  "Mr, 
N.  J.  Huston,  of  Virginia,  has  communicated  the  particulars 
of  the  case  of  a  female  who  was  delivered,  in  March,  1827,  of 
a  negro  child  and  a  mulatto  on  the  same  night.  Where  negro 
slavery  exists,  such  cases  are  sufficiently  numerous."'*' 

3.  Dr.  Maton,  of  London,  published  the  following  as  a  case 
of  superfoetation :  Mrs.  T.,  an  Italian  lady,  but  married  to 
an  Englishman  who  was  attached  to  the  commissariat  of  the 
British  army  in  Sicily,  was  delivered,  on  the  12th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1807,  of  a  male  child,  which  had  every  appearance  of 
health.  It  was  brought  forth  under  circimistances  very  dis- 
tressing to  the  parents,  being  dropped  in  a  bundle  of  straw  at 
midnight,  in  an  uninhabited  room;  and  it  survived  nine  days 

with  a  negro,  and  then  with  a  European  during  the  same  night,  bore  twiat; 
one  a  pure  negress  and  the  other  a  mulatto.  Dr.  HiUe  adds  that  both  wan 
liTing  in  1841,  eight  jears  old,  and  that  the  mother,  who  had  died  mim 
time  preyious,  had,  on  dissection,  been  found  to  have  the  genital  organs 
naturally  formed.  Quoted  from  Casper,  by  Mr.  Paget,  in  British  and  Foreign 
Med.  RoTiew,  toI.  xtH.  p.  272.  Case  by  Dr.  Cunningham,  of  Virginia.  A 
negress  had  twins,  one  whUe  and  the  other  bUiek,  Dr.  Cunningham  nw 
them  a  few  weeks  after  birth.  (Med.  Examiner,  yoL  yiii  p.  647.) 

Dr.  Carter,  of  Virginia,  reports  the  case  of  "  the  negro  woman  Winqj, 
twenty-three  years  old,  of  good  constitution,  and  as  black  as  the  aoe  of 
spades.  She  has  borne  three  children  previously  to  this  labor.  She  mju, 
that  in  April,  1848,  she  had  connection  with  a  white  man,  and  on  the  lol- 
lowing  day,  with  a  black  one.  About  a  week  or  ten  days  elapsed,  when 
the  catamenia  failed  to  appear.  In  February,  1849,  about  the  middle  ni 
the  month,  she  was  deliyered  of  twins,  the  dark-colored  child  bdng  tint 
delivered,  and  afterwards  the  mulatto.  The  children  are  robust;  one  ef 
them  is  a  mulatto,  and  the  other  as  dark  as  negro  children  generaUy  are. 
The  woman  is  certain  they  were  begotten  by  different  fathers,  and  thia  b 
the  conclusion  to  which  all  have  come  who  have  seen  the  children.*'  (Phila- 
delphia Medical  Examiner,  N  S.,  vol.  v.  p.  623.) 

See  a  comprehensive  memoir  upon  this  subject,  by  Dr.  Alexander  Heniy, 
in  the  London  Journal  of  Medicine,  December,  1849. 

See  Braithwaite*s  Retrospect,  No.  23,  (July,  1851,)  p.  257,  fbr  a  ease  of 
birth  of  twins,  at  eight  days  interval  between  first  and  second  labor. 

The  foUowing  is,  I  believe,  the  most  remarkable  case  yet  recorded :  "1% 
was  communicated  to  me  by  the  Sargent^  Mor  of  the  St.  Jose  gold  itiirtrieti 
(BraziL)  A  Creole  woman  with  whom  he  was  acquainted  In  the  neighbor* 
hood,  had  three  children  at  a  birth,  of  three  different  colors,  white,  brown, 
and  black,  with  all  the  features  of  the  respective  classes.*'  (Rer.  Dr.  WalA'l 
Notices  of  Brazil,  vol  ii.  p.  90.) 

*  Dunglison'f  Physiology,  toL  IL  p.  824. 
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I  mly.     On  the  2d  of  February,  180S,  (not  quite  three  oaleiW  I 
fifn  months  from  the  preceding  accouchement,)  Mrs,  T.  vai 
I  delivered  of  another  male  infant,  completely  formed,  and  ap^  J 
Iparentlyin  good  health.     He  was  sent  away  to  be  nursed  j  ] 
1  but  the  nurse's  milk  be'mg  deficient,  he  was  removed  soon  after 
}  to  another  foster-mother.     When  about  three  months  old^  j 
'  Ibowever,  he  fell  a  victim  to  the  measles,  and  died.      From  ] 
I   Kovember,   1807,  to  February,   1808,  Mrs.  T.  had  not  left, 
I  Palermo,  except  on  abort  excursions  in  her  own  carriage;  and  j 
■  Iter  husband  had   been   constantly  with  her  since  the  year 
I'lSOii.     He  communicated  this  narrative  to  Dr.  Maton,  withat  J 
I  iwrtificate  pledging  himself  to  its  truth.* 

The  last  instance  I  shall  mention  in  detail,  is  one  communi-  \ 
I  Mted  to  Foder^  by  Dr.  Desgranges,  of  Lyons,  and  it  is  c^<^'1 
I  t&ittly  very  extraordinary. 

The  wife  of  Raymond  Villard,  of  Lyons,  married  at  the  ag>  I 
f  twenty-two,  and  became  pregnant  five  years  thereafter,  but   i 
1  an  abortion  at  the  seventh  month,  on  the  20th  of  May,    ' 
ftTTd.     She  conceived  again  within  a  month,  and  on  the  20tlL 
F  January,  1780,  eight  months  after  her  delivery,  aud  seven 
■toDths  from  her  second  conception,  she  brought  forth  a  living 
fluid.     This  delivery  was  not,  however,  accompanied  with  tha 
i&l  symptoms;  no  milk  appeared,  the  lochia  were  wanting, 
nd  the  abdomen  did  not  diminish  in  size.    It  was  accordingly 
md  necessary  to  procure  a  nurae  for  the  child. 
Two  surgeons  visited  the  female,  and  were  at  a  loss  with  re- 
Kit  to  her  situation.     They  called  Dr.  Desgranges  iu  con- 
■Ibttion,  who  declared  that  sbe  had  a  second  child  in  th« 
tnb.     Although  this  was  strongly  doubted,  yet  three  weeks 
ter  her  delivery,  she  felt  the  motion  of  the  fcetus;  and  on 

*  TnuigaDtione  of  ibe  Lontloa  College  of  Physicians,  tdI.  iv,  f.  ICI.     Dr. 

ui(iU«,  in  a  oriiiciam  on  ihis  cnse  in  the  Philaaapbiciil  TraDsactioas  fw 

luppoaed  thai  liiej  were  twins,  whaae  oia  ivcre  clistiDot  and  aeparuM; 

Ukt  o&e  wu  bora  at  Uia  sixth,  and  the  other  at  the  ninth  munLh  of 

Dr.  Paris  was  in  CDnaeqiience  led  to  make  further  inquiries  of 

)r-  UatoB,  and  he  found  that  bolK  chUdTin  ueri  fori  ptrfect.     The  labor, 

MgJi  quick,  was  not  sudden;  lince  th*  aocoucbeur  was  present.     All  the 

■ting  circumstances  noliced,  and  on  which  Dr.  Qranville  appears  to 

Vij.  referred  merel;  to  Iho  inability  of  obtaitung  proper  acconunoillitiom. 

aris'  MediealJurispradence,  toI.  1.  p.  264.) 
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the  6th  of  July,  1780,  (five  months  and  uxteen  days  afkor 
the  first  birth,)  she  was  again  delivered  of  another  liying 
daughter.  The  milk  now  appeared,  and  she  was  enabled  to 
nurse  her  oiSspring. 

It  is  not  possible,  adds  Dr.  Desgranges,  that  this  seccmd 
ohild  could  have  been  conceived  after  the  delivery  of  the  first. 
^^  Car  le  mari  ne  lui  avait  renouvel^  ses  caresses  que  vingt 
jours  apr^s,  ce  qui  n'aurait  donn^  au  second  enfant  que  qnatre 
mois  vingt-sept  jours." 

The  narrative  of  this  case  was  accompanied  with  a  legal 
attestation  of  it  under  the  oath  of  the  mother;  and  on  the 
19th  of  January,  1782,  both  children  were  still  living.* 

These  instances  will  give  a  full  idea  of  what  is  understood 
by  superfoetation  in  the  human  species.  The  advocates  for 
this  doctrine  consider  them  as  conclusive  testimony,  while  the 
opponents   explain  their  peculiarities  in  various  ways  and 


*  Foderd,  toL  i.  pp.  484,  485,  486.  Cases  resembling  these,  but  not  M 
remarkable,  are  related:  one  by  Dr.  Farquhar — this  oocurred  in  the  UImmI 
of  Jamaica,  in  1805;  interyal,  four  weeks.  (Coxe's  Medical  Museom,  voLiL 
p.  816.)  One  by  Dr.  Levrat — reported  to  the  Medical  Society  of  Lyona,  I& 
1827;  interval  of  four  months.  Annalos  de  la  M^decine  PhysioL,  April,  1827* 
American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences,  yoL  i.  p.  198,  reproduced  with  othv 
cases,  in  Bulletin  de  TAcad.  Royale,  yoI.  ix.  p.  8.  Three  in  the  Diotionnaira 
des  Sciences  Medicales,  art.  Superfoetation,  One  by  Madame  BoiTin— «a 
interval  of  two  months.  The  first  was  born  March  15,  1810,  and  weighid 
four  pounds ;  the  second  on  the  twelfth  of  May — ^weighed  three  poondt-* 
weak,  and  breathing  with  difficulty.  The  female  confessed  that  she  had  not 
lived  with  her  husband  for  a  long  time;  and  that  the  two  children  were  tks 
result  of  only  three  connections  with  another  man,  on  the  fifteenth  and 
twentieth  of  July,  and  the  sixteenth  of  September.  See  Pendleton  on  Supi^ 
foetation  and  Bipartite  Uteri,  in  American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences,  toL  i. 
p.  807.  A  case  of  several  successive  deliveries  at  various  periods,  at  int«i^ 
vals  of  two  months,  and  another  of  one  month,  by  Prof.  Wendt,  of  Brealao. 
This  is,  however,  a  very  doubtful  case.  From  Journal  des  Progrea,  la 
Monthly  Journal  of  Foreign  Medicine,  vol.  iii.  p.  90  A  case  by  Dr.  Moeboit 
of  Dieburg.  A  female,  the  mother  of  four  children,  gave  birth  to  a  ohild  of 
full  size,  on  the  sixteenth  of  October,  1833;  and  on  the  eighteenth  of  No- 
vember, to  another  equally  of  full  size.  American  Jcumal  Medical  SeienoMi 
vol.  XX.  p.  481,  from  a  German  journal.  I  may  add  to  these,  a  ease  ef 
twins,  quoted  from  Wildberg's  Jahrbuch,  in  which  the  second  ohild  was  bom 
four  days  after  the  first.  Both  the  man  and  woman  asserted  that  they  had 
cohabited  but  once.    Medico-Chirnrg.  Review,  vol.  xxix.  p.  495. 
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B^Bo  endeavor  to  prove  that  this  kind  of  conci'ption  is  impoa- 
Ible. 

I  In  the  first  place,  it  is  urged  that  Bhortljr  after  conceptioQ, 

e  OS  tincse,  as  well  as  the  interDal  apertures  of  the  Fallo* 

1  tubes,  are  closed  hj  the  deposition  of  a  thick  tcDacioufl 

The  membrana  decidua   is  ako  formed  early,  and 

les  the  uterus,  and  thus  co-operates  with  mucus,  in  obliterate 

[  the  oponinga  into  its  cavity,* 

L  When  the  gravid  uterus  enlarges,  the  Fallopian  tubes  lie 

irallel  to  its  aides,  instead  of  running  in  a  transverse  direc- 

1  to  the  ovaria,  as  in  the  nnimpregnated  State.     If  then  an 

ibryo  be  generated,  the  tubes  coidd  not  embrace  the  ovum, 

1  it  would  remain  in  the  ovarium,  or  fall  into  the  abdomen, 

1  thus  constitute  an  extra- u terin e  conception. 

But  again  it  is  said,  that  even  if  we  allow  the  practicability 

r  the  new  embryo  reaching  the  uterus,  its  arrival  would  hi 

.  destructive  to  the  foetus  already  present.    The  functions  whicti 

have  already  been  performed  for  th«  first  conception  have  now 

to  be  repeated,  and  an  additional  decidua  and  placenta  are  to 

-b»  formed. 

■^Tbi»e  am  briefly  the  arguments  urged  against  the  possibility 
■caporfoctation.  An  appeal,  however,  is  made  to  cases  where, 
I  we  hare  already  stated,  two  or  more  children  of  different 
I,  end  apparently  of  different  aget,  are  bom  nearly  at  thtf 
B  time,  or  at  a  longer  interval. t 


PThff  •drooKtes  of  superTixtBlian  deny  tliKl  Ibis  mnous  oIoBes  the   oi 

mpleMlji  uid  thejr  conccire  that  th«  sbsarptioTi  of  new  feoundat- 

lar  Ihrough  il,  is  possible.   Capuron.  p.  110;  Poder<<,  vol.  i.  p.  483. 

p.  CUBUDiQ  denies  Ihat  tho  ulerue  is  immediatGl;  closed,  and  sdduoeB  lit 

r  of  (liii,  tbe  fact  that  some  menstruate  during  tho  Brst  month — nor 

ba  iKliere  that  the  decidua.  atKay  closes  the  cerTJx  uleri.  as  in  Dr. 

oaae.    At  all  cTent*.  in  thai,  the  Fallopian  tube  was  open — Ihe  decidua 

It  eioae  lis  oriGoe.   (LondoD  Med.  Onielto,  toI,  ili.  p.  697.) 

f  An  eDgraiing  illastniliTe  of  Ihia  ocourreDoa,  is  giren  in  CruTellbiet'i 

Mspcal  Anatomy,  Ko.  6.     One  fcetus  is  about  tij.  months  adTanced— • 

m  liiilfed  of  tho  pregnnncj — while  ihe  other  his  aboul  Iho  siie  of  one 

ftrt*  nonihi.     A  large  portion  of  Ihe  plnoenta  was  diBeaaed,  and  to  Ihia 

■  Mrd  of  the  amaller  ia  aitached,  wliile  that  of  tho  other  proceeds  tram 

\\Miihj  portion. 

Hr.  Ingleb;  nuntions  cosea  precisely  of  the  description  EUggealed  in  the 
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It  will  be  observed,  that  in  one  class  of  instances,  the  leaser 
child  is  represented  as  dead  and  decayed,  and  its  size  is  much 
smaller  than  the  accompanying  birth.  Now  in  these,  it  is 
suggested,  that  twins  have  been  conceived,  and  that  the  em- 
barrassed situation  of  one  child  in  the  uterus  may  have  pre- 
vented its  development,  checked  its  nutrition,  and  thus  caused 
its  death.*  The  other,  on  the  contrary,  lives  and  grows, 
presses  on  the  dead  one,  which  becomes  flattened,  or  wholly 
or  partly  putrefied ;  and  in  this  condition  both  may  be  expelled 


text.  **  A  few  weeks  ago/*  says  he,  **  on  examiDing  a  mature  placenta,  tlie 
expulsion  of  which  was  attended  with  severe  hemorrhage,  a  foetus  of  four 
or  fiye  months,  flattened,  but  not  putrid,  was  found  within  the  membranoii 
oloselj  adherent  to  the  uterine  surface  of  the  mass,  and  a  fuU-sized  liTiog 
ohild,  in  connection  with  this  placenta,  had  just  been  expeUed."  He  haf 
also  seen  a  large  mole  or  a  diseased  oTum  expelled,  while  a  foetus  indoaed 
in  its  proper  membranes  was  still  retained  and  not  expelled  until  weeki 
after. 

*  Birth  of  TtruUf  one  alive,  and  at  full  term,  the  other  Bligkied. — In  oar 
preceding  number,  (p.  240,)  we  noticed  a  case  of  this  character;  some  par- 
ticulars of  a  similar  case,  which  occurred  in  the  practice  of  Mr.  Hnglua. 
was  related  to  the  Westminster  Medical  Society,  (October  23,  1841,)  bj  Dr. 
Streeter.  One  of  the  children  was  bom  alive  at  the  fuU  term  of  pregnane, 
while  the  other,  which  had  perished  at  about  the  third  month,  had  beat 
retained  in  the  uterus  nearly  six  months  after  its  death,  without  hAviag 
undergone  much  decomposition.  The  blighted  foetus  had  been  sqaeeied 
quite  flat,  probably  during  the  labor,  and  was  expeUed  a  few  minutes  befbit 
the  placenta.  The  parts  were  on  the  table :  the  bli^ted  fcetua  mi^t  bt 
seen  still  attached  to  that  portion  of  the  amnion  which  had  covered  the  ftelal 
■nrface  of  the  placenta.  The  membranes  were  imperfect  and  consxdenUy 
torn,  but  enough  remained  to  show  that  the  foetuses  had  been  indoaed  in 
ono  common  decidua  and  one  common  chorion,  and  that  each  had  its  own 
amnion.  The  placenta  had  been  iigected  from  the  umbilical  vein  of  Ite 
cord  of  the  fiiU-grown  child :  and  one  vein,  as  large  as  a  gooseqnill,  eonld 
be  seen  arising  near  the  insertion  of  the  funis  in  the  placenta  dlstiaa4f 
anastomosing  with  the  umbilical  vein  of  the  funis  of  the  smaller  foetus;  a 
drenms'.ance  which  probably  acoouni^l  for  no  part  of  the  placenta  haviag 
a  withered  appearance.  Mr.  Streeter  considered  that  the  presence  of  a  eoa- 
moB  chorion  proved,  beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt,  that  it  was  a  case  of 
twin  conception,  and  not  one  of  superf^etaiion.  Many  cases  of  twinSy 
where  one  f«tas  was  blighted  early  and  retained  till  the  other  was  nearlj  or 
OOBplctc^y  developed,  had  been  recorded :  for  example,  three  by  Dr.  B. 
CoIliBa.  at  page  317  of  his  -'Practical  Midwifery:'*  one  figured  by  CtutvI* 
Uvv  in  his  **  ilaatomie  Pathologique ;''  one  was  related  in  the  cssnj  wkick 
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I  the  same  time,  or  one  may  be  i3etaincd  for  some  time  aftef 

B  Other." 
'  It  is  evident  that  this  explana.tion  puts  aside  the  idea  of 

^erfcEtation.f 
FThe  second  class  of  cases,  where  a  twin  hirth  of  varioai 


!■  8>rMtar  tobiI  before  the  sooietj  two  icsaions  ago.     "  The  most  remark- 

bowBMf,  with  which  bi  was  acquttinleJ,  was  one  in  the  po»^ 

■ion  of  Dr.  Robert  Lee,  itid  which  he  had  himself  seen,  where  triplet* 

dbe«Q  eoneelTcd,  but  iwd  of  the  fcetusea  bad  perished  about  the  third  at 

h  noclh,  and  had  been  retained  until  the  full  term  of  geatatian,  when 

expelled,  and  reniiuned  atlaobed  to  the  placenta  of  tbs  liiing 

*  (Lancet,  October  80,  1841.) 

^Sziraordmar!/   Can  of   T^nni.— Dr.  Jamicson.  of  Dublin,  relates   the  f^ 

u  the  Dublin  Journal  of  Medical  Science  for  September,  IStJi 

ft  the  lliird  of  April,  1841,  he  was  oallcd  to  visit  a  lady,  thirif  jean  of   | 

I,  In  coBiequeDae  of  severe  paia  in  the  abdomen,  recurring  at  uneertall 

rvale,  and  lasting  gcneratly  about  Gvo  nuDUtea  at  a  lime. 

P'Tlie  antbor  discovered  a  firm,  hard  tumor,  resohing  as  high  as  the  ubi> 

t,  which  Boftened  on  the  subsidence  of  pain,  and  appeared  to  be  tba 

.    On  applying  Ibe  slethoecope,  Dr.  Jamieeon  thought  ho  hear^ 

urmuT  in  the  right  iliac  fossa;  but  the  lady  said  it  was  impos- 

l*  (he  could  be  with  child,  as  she  had  been  conliued  su  reoeultjr  (serea 

Wkl  before,)  and  was  at  present  nursing.     As,  however,  Dr.  Jamieson  wu 

iBTiBced  thai  the  tumor  was  the  uterus,  and  that  it  was  aoiing  lo  get  rid 

VKDMlbing,  he  ordered  a  dose  of  oil,  and  retired  to  another  room,  in  ordat 

■  •xplBlD  lo  the  husband  that  be  believed  there  was  some  foreign  body  is 

■  utenu  of  hla  wife, 
(•tlw  author  was  burriedly  summoned,  while  engaged  in  Ihis  eiplanalion, 

•  aparUucul  of  the  lady;  and  on  etamining  per  vagioam,  found  tha 
a  email  child  presenting,  with  the  membranes  entire,  which,  on  tha 

another  pain,  was  expelled  together  with  the  placenta.  Tha 
d  «*«  dead,  and  seemed  lo  be  about  the  aixlh  month  of  gestation  ;  and 
kagb  •hriveled  and  dark,  was  not  ai  all  putrid  or  decomposed.  It  waa 
]  eight  and  nine  inches  long,  Tbe  mother  was,  of  course,  greatly 
She  had  been  conliocd  of  the  oiber  twin  on  the  Ihirteenth  of 
Consequently  the  dead  fcetus  must  have  remained  in  the  womll 
(  Jbrly-niiH  icffii— three  weeks  of  a  year.  (London  Med.  Oai,,  30,  0S9,] 
*  Ia  nMieing  the  objeetioot  to  this  doctrine,  I  have  made  a  free  uaa  of 
r  Chapman's  able  essay  on  it.  in  the  Eclectic  Repository,  vol.  1.  p. 

an. 

I  O.  St.  Ililaire  advanced  ibo  idea  some  years  since,  that  In  every  case 
of  BC«plialoiis  monsters,  there  i«  a  twin  born  perfect,  and  with  a 
|itaa«nla,     tie  considers  llie  acephalous  bs  the  imperfect  twin  of  aDOiber, 

*  develDproetit  has  been  completed.  (Lancet,  vol.  j.  p.  743,) 
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colors  takes  place,  have  been  universally  considered  as  ex- 
amples of  contemporaneous  conception. 

The  experiments  of  Bischoff,  on  animals,  show  that  the  on 
are  in  some  detached  before  copulation,  while  in  others  they 
are  not  until  long  after  the  act,  (twent j-four  lioqrs,  for  ex- 
ample ;)  again,  he  found  the  independence  of  the  passages  of 
the  ova  and  the  semen  still  more  marked;  for  example,  sevenl 
days  after  copulation  ova  were  found  fecundated  in  one  tobi^ 
but  in  the  others  spermatozoa  alone,  none  of  the  Graafian  tm* 
sels  in  the  corresponding  ovarium  being  either  enlarged  or  toBj 
developed. 

These  facts  are  supposed  to  bear  upon,  and  to  explain  the 
cases  under  this  division.  They  even,  as  now  stated,  cannot 
aid  the  doctrine  of  superfoetation.  But  if  we  thus  account  for 
the  great  mass  of  instances  that  were  formerly  referred  to  it, 
and  grant,  which  indeed  can  hardly  be  denied,  that  snpo^ 
foetation  is  impossible  in  a  single  impregnated  uterus,  there  yet 
remain  some  cases,  like  those  of  Drs.  Maton  and  Desgrangeii 
which  require  explanation.  It  has  been  attempted  to  do  dui^ 
by  supposing  that  a  dotible  uterus  was  present.  This  is  bt 
from  being  as  rare  as  was  at  one  time  supposed*  *^  The  human 
uterus,"  says  Dr.  William  Hunter,  ^^in  the  impregnated  state, 
commonly  has  one  triangular  cavity.  In  many  instances  it  is 
found  subdivided  at  its  upper  part  into  two  lateral  cavities,  so 
as  to  resemble  the  two  horns  of  a  uterus  in  a  quadruped. 
Several  specimens  of  such  uteri  are  preserved  in  my  collec- 
tion. "*  Not  only  has  the  uterus  been  found  double,  but  occa* 
sionally  the  vagina  also.  In  the  Museum  at  Heidelberg,  Dr. 
Tiedemann  informs  us,  is  the  uterus  of  a  female  who  died 
nineteen  days  after  delivery.  It  is  divided ;  the  left  is  in  the 
state  to  be  expected  after  the  removal  of  the  foetus,  while  the 
uterus  on  the  right  side  is  characterized  by  the  absence  of  all 
appearances  of  impregnation.     Two  vaginae  are  also  presentf 


*  Hunter's  Anatomy  of  the  Human  Grand  Uterus;  London,  1694,  p.  & 
I  am  indebted  for  this  reference  to  my  colleague,  Professor  WiUoughby. 

f  Quarterly  Journal  Foreign  Med.  and  Surg.,  vol.  t.  p.  438.  AU  the  caaei 
related  by  authors  of  double  uteri,  have  been  coUected  by  Dr.  Gassan,  in  his 
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9  female  was  seen  by  two  physicians  during  her  labor.  On« 
ielaretl  that  the  neck  was  in  a  natural  atute,  while  the  othef 


lUT  lei  cu  d'jterui  double  et  de  superfcelalion,"  182S.  H« 
mantes  ni>  Um  tban  forly-one,  among  which  arc  Ihose  or  Eatler,  I>urcell| 
ni,  Eiscnmauii,  Polt,  Oupu^tren,  Wost.  OUiicr,  sad  one  examined 
■  hinuelf,  Dumeril,  and  Madame  BoiTiD,  in  which  both  ulerua  and  Tftgink 
r*  double.  See  also  Martin  on  a  varieiy  uf  the  Human  Utirus.  (from  ifaa 
:e  Hedicale  of  1826,)  for  a  list  of  caseB.  (Laucel,  toI.  i.  p.  780.) 
i«  inatanceB  Ihat  have  been  recorded  since  the  publication  of  Caiean,  ara 
i  by  Dr.  Oeus,  of  Traffurth,  near  Erfurt.  The  Inhor-puinB  were  eonfinsd 
Bike  right  aide.  On  tbat  the  uterus  nas  sa  high  as  the  ihorax;  on  the  left 
Cdid  qdI  eileod  above  the  narel,  and  inclined  Tarward  and  Uicrally.  Tha 
(peratioQ  of  turning  was  performed,  and  %  health;  fitnale  infant  born;  ih« 
right  aid«  lubaided;  the  left  continued  prominent.  In  one  hour  labor-paina 
Tetomed.  when  Dr.  G.  found  membranee  prolrudiug  through  an  opening  in 
the  letl  side,  which  extended  upward  into  ■  caiitj'.  A  second  child  pre* 
aenteil,  aoJ  was  aafelj  delivered  bj  turning.  The  right  placenta  camo  away 
Grst,  and  llie  right  womb  contraoicd;  Ihcu  the  left  placenta,  but  its  womb 
eonlraeled  flow!;,  and  abe  lost  a  good  deal  of  blood.  Dr.  0.  aatiaSed  himielf 
bjr  esaminatioD,  that  this  waa  a  case  of  double  uterua.  Two  joars  afler- 
Warda,  alie  was  again  delivered  of  a  single  child.  From  Ituet'a  Magaiine. 
(Edin.  MeJ.  and  Surg.  Journal,  vol.  jiii.  p.  254.) 

Cue  by  Dr.  Dugea.    From  Journal  des  Progrea,  in  American  Journal  of 
Ucdieal  Sciences,  vol.  iv.  p.  HI. 
'   C»»of  doublenterui  and  Tagina  at  the  notol-PieD,in  1827.  Theutenw 
wa*  nnimprognated.     The  female  died  of  htematemeaia.   (New  Tork 
Medical  and  Pbfaical  Journal,  vol.  ii,  p.  101.) 
1  eaoe  from  Meckel,  quoted  by  Carua,  Gyneccology.  (American  Jonrsil 

of  Med.  Sciencea,  vol.  vi.  p.  J32.) 

r.  Horeau  recently  exhibited  to  the  French  Academy  of  Medicine  (Jann- 

l^  15,  1833.)  a  bilobed  uterua  divided  into  two  equal  lateral  baWca,  eacfa 

I  with  ■  tabe  and  itu  ovary;   each  aeparated  from  the  other  by  a 

jibk)  panition,  and  each  having  diilincL  necka  and  moutha  into  B  aingto 

The  mother  died  after  delivery;   the  ffetua  waa  a  male,  and  had 

B  deieloped  in  (he  left  cavity.  (Medico-Chir.  Review,  vol.  ixiii.  p.  2E1.) 

r.  Adams,  a  atudent  in  Guy'a  Ilolpillil,  relalea  a  caae  of  double  uterua 

a  body  brought  in  for  dUaccIion.    The  aubject  waa  un impregnated. 

■  (uperior  two*thirde  of  the  nlerns  were  divided  by  a  septum  into  two 

it  fuxta;  the  neck  was  natural,  with  an  opening  common  lo  both  canala. 

h  of  the  teptam.  Ij  inchea;  whole  length  of  the  ulerua.  3}.  (London 

L  QMClte,  ToL  xiii.  p.  SW.) 

L«  Roi's  case,  from  the  Journal  dea  Connoiaanticea  Medicalea  for  Febm- 

ftrj,  ISSG.    Tbta  female  had  menetrunted  for  two  yeara.  and  while  (ho 

meiUM  were  flowing  ahe  was  aciicd  with  iotenee  pain,  and  a  tumor 

vat  discovered  In  llie  cavity  of  the  pelvis.     She  died  ahoiily  of  peri- 

tDoitii.    On  diMcotioD,  the  uteru*  tras  found  bilobed;  the  left  lobe 
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found  it  dilated,  and  said  that  the  head  of  the  child  was  m^ 
gaged ;  a  second  examination  convinced  both  that  the  naok 
was  doable,  and  the  investigation  after  death  verified  it.* 

But  although  this  variety  in  the  organization  of  the  utenn 
may  explain  several  of  these  cases,  and  in  particular  that  rf 
Desgranges,  as  is  done  by  Yelpeau  and  Cassan,  yet  there  an 


oommunicated  wiUi  the  Tagina,  and  the  right  had  no  eztemal  om- 
munioation.  In  its  oayity  the  menstrual  fluid  had  aeoumiilatad,  aai 
thus  formed  the  tumor.  (American  Journal  c^  Med.  8eieiieeB|  vdL 
XTii.  p.  626.) 

Case  by  Dr.  Albers,  of  Bonn.  The  bilobed  uterus  in  this  ease  wis  a- 
tremely  small,  and  hardly  connected  with  the  Tagina.  (BriUsk  ni 
Foreign  Med.  ReTiew,  toL  iii.  p.  221.) 

Cases  from  a  memoir  of  Mr.  Louis,  read  before  the  Boyal  Academy  of 
Surgery,  in  1790.  This  memoir,  it  is  stated,  has  neyer  been  polh 
lished.  (Medico-Chirurgical  RoTiew,  toL  xxx.  p.  228.) 

Case  by  Scheider,  of  a  woman  who,  six  weeks  after  marriage,  bore  i 
four  months'  child,  and  forty  weeks  after  marriage,  matnra  twiiii 
On  examination,  the  uterus  and  Tagina  were  both  found  double^  sad 
each  Tagina  had  a  separate  orifice.  (London  Med.  Gazette,  tqL  zx. 
p.  408.)  From  MuUer's  ArchiTes  for  1886. 
DaTis*  Obstetric  Medicine,  p.  614,  etc.,  contains  an  accoont  of  the  cum 
collected  by  Voigtel. 

Cases  are  also  figured  by  CruTeilhier,  in  his  Pathological  Anatomy,  Not.  4 
and  18;  and  one  is  mentioned  by  Mr.  Crosse,  of  a  double  Tagina  and  utenu 
occurring  to  Mr.  Norgate,  in  the  Norfolk  and  Norwich  HospitaL  (Transso- 
tions  Med.  Provincial  Association,  toI.  t.  p.  89.) 

Case  by  Dumas,  of  a  bicorned  uterus,  found  after  death.  This  femsls 
had  been  pregnant  six  times.  She  aborted  twice  at  the  fifth  aad 
sixth  month,  and  at  another  time  was  deliTcred  of  twins. 

Case  by  Dr.  Fricke,  of  Hamburg,  of  a  girl  with  a  double  Tagina,  double 
cerrix  uteri,  and  probably  a  double  uterus.  She  was  a  prostitote, 
and  the  right  vagina  only  was  used  in  sexual  intercourse.  The  left 
was  narrower,  and  the  os  uteri  of  that  side  appeared  smaller.  It 
impossible,  as  she  had  not  menstruated  while  in  the  hospital,  to 
tain  whether  the  secretion  flowed  from  both,  or  only  one  os  uteri 
(British  and  Foreign  Med.  Review,  toI.  xiii.  p.  228.) 

Case  by  Berard,  one  of  a  female  with  a  double  uterus,  in  which  WM 
found  a  uterine  polypus;  and  another,  in  which  both  uterus  and 
Tagina  were  double.  This  last  person  had  borne  seTenteen  childreB. 
(Bulletin  de  I'Acad.  Boy.  de  Mddecine,  toL  Tiii.  p.  787.) 

Case  by  M.  Billengren,  quoted  in  Edinburgh  Med.  and  Surg.  Joans], 
Tol.  lix.  p.  281. 

A  case  at  Vienna,  Lancet,  November  11, 1840,  p.  198. 
*  Yelpeau's  Midwifery,  p.  79;  Cassan,  p.  2a    West's  cms  ii  similar. 
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iutrinsic  difficulties  attendiDg  the  aoiutton.  It  has  been  in- 
quired wUfther  menstruation  goee  on  in  the  un impregnated 
half?  K  it  does,  it  will  account,  as  is  supposed,  for  the  occft- 
sional  presence  of  that  discharge,  or  something  much  resem- 
bling it,  during  pregnancy.  In  Cmestriui's  case,  however,  it 
is  distinct);  stated  that  it  had  not  taken  place  during  that 
process.*     The  others  give  us  no  information  on  the  suhject. 

A  more  formidable  objection,  founded  on  anatomical  obscr- 
ration,  has  been  recently  presented  hy  Dr.  Robert  Lee.  He 
examined,  in  1831,  a  female  who  died  eight  days  after  partu- 
rition. She  had  had  several  children.  The  uterus  was  double 
from  the  fundus  to  the  cervix,  and  thus  divided  into  lateral 
halves.  The  fcetus  had  been  in  the  right  half,  which  had  one 
ovarium  and  one  Fallopian  tube  connected  with  it.  The  left 
was  furnished  with  similar  appendages.  Both  ovaria  were  en- 
larged, but  the  right  most  so,  and  it  contained  a  corpns  luteum ; 
the  left  had  none.  The  internal  surface  of  the  left  was  coated 
teerywhere  with  a  deciduous  membrane;  and  at  its  opening 
into  the  cervix  it  formed  a  shut  sac.  Now  such  a  dispoRitioo, 
remarks  Dr.  Lee,  if  it  always  e.\ists,  which  he  deems  probable, 
most  render  euperfcetatJon  impossible. f 

We  most  also  recollect,  that  in  remarkable  cases  of  children 
bom  several  months  from  each  other,  no  examination!  '^'^  J^ 


■  rBlli.  p.  89.    Tho  oaae  ia  related  in  detail  in  Med.  Fselfl  and  ObBerv»- 
tioBS,  voL  iU.  p.  ITl. 

f  Med,  Chinirg.  TranBricUona,  vol.  ivii.  p.  473. 

J  Then  is  at  lessl  one  cnee  of  supposed  superfictntion,  in  vliicb  direction 
wu  had.  %ai  no  doable  utorua.  nor  indeed  anylhing  dllTorent  fVom  tbe  moat 
Uiural  *I*Ib,  could  be  diicorered.  [See  also  Ibe  oue  bjr  Dr.  Hill,  anlt, 
p.  818.]  hia  Ihat  of  Maria  Begaud  ViTler,  vlio,  on  llie  3Utb  of  April,  1748^ 
waa  dellTcred  of  a  living  child,  «n<l  on  (be  IDth  of  Seplcmbcr  BucaoedtDf, 
aaother  of  full  siie  and  malurit;  kks  born.  The  iDotber,  trbo  hod  also  k 
cbtld  la  1T52,  died  of  an  aculo  disciiHe  in  1756,  and  was  examiDed  b;  Pro- 
hMDT  Biaaamaun,  who  found  Ibe  parte  in  Ibe  condition  1  have  mentioned. 
na  only  obiouHi;  In  this  inatance  is  (lie  remark  of  the  professor,  that  th« 
ll  ebild  waa  neither  lo  tiroag  or  to  tari/e  as  the  second;  but  certainl;  wa 
d  loppoae  (citb  Deverpe)  that  if  promalure,  he  vould  bare  used  mora 
UM  language.  (Devergie,  vol.  i.  p.  400.) 
'  'b  ia,  bowever,  ataled  in  the  Bulletin  do  I'Acad,  Ttoyale  de  M^decine,  vol. 
fat.  p.  IG.  Eiaeotnann  lemarka  that  tho  GtbI  infaat  Burrived  onlj  two  and  a 
balf  mootlu,  and  «aa  neither  ao  large  or  so  lust;  aa  the  second  bom. 
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',  Of  lome  medico-le^al  questions  connected  with  this  subject. 

JSto  questiona  relating  to  pregnancy  have  been  suggested, 
ieh  deserve  some  notice. 


Can  a  woman  become  pregnant,  and  he  ignorant  of  it 
^7  the  time  of  labor?  I  cannot  better  preface  an  exami- 
tttion  of  this,  than  by  observing,  that  with  women  certain 
appearances  are  often  referred  to  the  cause  from  which  they 
wish  them  to  originate.  Thus,  married  females  attribute  their 
indisposition  and  ailments  to  the  presence  of  pregnancy,  while 
those  who,  from  being  unmnrried,  and  enjoying  guilty  pleasure, 
dislike  the  idea,  charge  any  alteration  that  may  occur  to  di»- 
ease.  Of  this  nature  is  the  case  related  by  Mauriceau,  where 
a  female,  who  had  been  secretly  married,  took  every  precau- 
tion to  sToid  pregnancy,  and  not  only  deceived  herself,  but 
also  an  old  physician,  who  proscribed  for  her,  as  having  a 
scirrhous  womb,  until  the  night  before  her  delivery.  In  an- 
other instance,  a  female,  aged  thirty-five,  who  had  made  the 
most  solemn  vows  of  chastity,  deceived  many  physicians,  who 
tre&ted  her  for  dropsy  of  the  womb.*  Foder^  himself  relates 
an  instance  which  happened  to  an  acquaintance,  who  was  sent 
for  to  a  nun  laboring  under  a  violent  colic,  and  who  continued 
to  deny  her  being  with  child,  until  the  cries  of  the  infant 
silenced  her.f 

We  may  smile  at  these  narratives,  but  the  subject  assumes 
a  gr«ve  importance  when  the  question  is  asked  judicially.     A 
B  ia  which  it  was  made  a  matter  of  investigation,  is  related 
ihe  Cautei  Celcbree,  and  an  abstract  of  it  may  prove  useful. 
1  1770,  a  female,  aged  twenty-five,  and  named  Louisa. 
pel,  residing  in  the  bishopric  of  Arranches,  in  France,  waa 
1,  and  became  pregnant.     It  was  in  the  month  of  Au- 
;,  wlien  field  labor  is  the  most  severe,  that  she  esperienced 
lation  of  the  menses.     She  attributed  this  to  the  fatigue 
■  bad  undergone ;  and  feigning  ignorance  of  her  situation, 
1  herself  dropsical.     She  applied  to  several  monks  for 


*  HMuiMiD,  ToL  ij.  pp.  Ill,  215. 
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t  FoiIerE,  vol.  i.  p,  121, 
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medical  aid,  and  took  diuretics,  but  without  effect.  FinaUy, 
at  the  sixth  month  she  married,  but  not  her  seducer,  and 
after  that  repeatedly  took  an  infusion  of  savin  and  wine.  At 
the  end  of  three  months,  being  alone,  she  was  delivered  of  a 
child,  which  she  afterwards  declared  was  born  dead,  and  whidi 
she  covered  with  linen,  carried  to  a  neighboring  field,  and  pot 
under  some  leaves.  Eight  days  after,  a  dog  discovered  ike 
body,  and  brought  some  rags  from  it  to  the  house  of  a  neighlxv. 
Judicial  search  was  now  made.  Louisa  was  discovered  to  be 
the  mother,  and  was  condemned  to  death  for  committing  in* 
fanticide.  Her  plea  was — 1.  That  she  was  perfectly  ignorant 
of  her  pregnancy,  and  that  the  remedies  she  had  taken  were 
solely  with  a  view  to  remove  her  supposed  dropsy.  2.  That 
the  child  was  born  dead.  3.  That  at  the  time  of  delivery, 
she  was  so  extremely  weak  for  four  hours,  that  she  could  not 
call  for  assistance,  and  on  reviving,  preferred  burying  hff 
shame,  since  it  was  useless  to  expose  herself  by  showing  a 
dead  child.  An  appeal  was  made  to  the  superior  court  at 
Bayeux,  who,  after  taking  the  opinions  of  sixteen  physiciaiiB 
at  Paris,  on  the  case,  reversed  the  sentence  on  the  11th  of 
November,  1772,  and  discharged  the  prisoner.* 

The  case,  in  the  opinion  of  these  physicians,  tamed  OB 
the  following  points :  1.  Could  the  accused  be  ignorant  ef 
her  pregnancy,  and  confound  it  with  another  complaint  ?  i. 
Could  she  innocently  make  use  of  the  remedies  that  die 
confessed  she  had  taken  ?  8.  Is  it  certain  that  the  child 
was  born  dead ;  and  if  so,  what  occasioned  its  death  ?  Tiie 
two  first  only  relate  to  our  subject,  as  the  third  belongs  to  in* 
fanticide.  Our  medical  judges  answered  both  in  the  affinmh 
tive,  on  the  ground  of  the  uncertainty  of  the  signs  of  png- 
nancy,  and  the  ease  with  which  it  might  be  confounded  widi 
other  diseases.  They  adduced  in  favor  of  this,  the  authoril^ 
of  Astruc,  Zacchias,  Senac,  and  Hebenstreit.  This  last  ob- 
serves, that  a  female  might  be  impregnated  when  intoxicated^ 
and  might  go  to  the  full  time  without  knowing  it ;  and  oi 
being  seized  with  pain,  might  mistake  it  for  coUc  or  painM 
menstruation.f 

*  Foder^,  Tol.  i.  p.  491,  quoted  from  the  Causes  C^l^bres. 

t  Hsbenstroit,  p.  886.    There  appetn  to  me  to  be  an  iattntlonal 
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Foder^,  in  remarking  on  this  case,  very  jnstly  observes, 
tiiftt  althongh  instances  have  occasionally  occurred  where 
vuaried  women  have  mistaken  their  situation,  yet  the  sex 
goierally  ridicule  the  idea  of  this  pretended  ignorance.  And 
in  those  which  usually  will  come  before  a  court  of  justice,  the 
reply  to  such  a  plea  should  be — Have  you  not  exposed  your-' 
$e^  to  become  pregnant ;  and  on  what  account^  then^  were  you 
90  confident  of  the  usual  conaequencfs  not  following  itf* 

The  following  are  laid  down  by  our  author,  and  I  think 
correctly,  as  the  only  cases  in  which  ignorance  is  possible : — 

Where  the  female  is  an  idiot.  An  instance  of  this  kind 
occurred  to  Dr.  Desgranges,  in  a  young  woman  in  France, 
who,  having  long  been  tempted,  was  at  last  prevailed  on  to 
have  connection  in  the  bath,  as  this,  it  was  stated,  would  pre- 


presentsUon  of  our  author  in  this  instance.  He  OTidentlj  only  refers  to  an 
extreme  case.  On  the  main  question,  he  obserres:  "His  tamen  non  obstanti- 
hoB,  et  qaamTiB  vera,  neo  ex  catameniorum  defeotu,  neo  ex  tumore  abdominis, 
ant  laotis  in  mammis  presentia,  de  graviditate  conyictio  nasci  possit;  impos- 
sible tamen  est,  gravidam,  quas  vegetum,  fortemTe  embrjonem,  et  talem  qui 
•d  usque  partus  legitimum  terminum  sine  morbo  perrenit,  matris  tuUt, 
ttoioB  istos  magnos,  qui  prope  finem  sanao  et  commodie  graviditatis  sunt, 
aon  peroepisse."  (Page  886.) 

*  A  reyiewer  in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  who  I  pre- 
•ume  is  Dr.  Christison,  speaks  thus  on  this  point:  **Can  a  female  be  ignorant ' 
9f  her  pregnancy t  (HI  the  child  t>  brought  forth  f  There  are  manifestly  three 
oonditions  required  before  we  can  belieye  such  a  thing  possible,  Tiz.,  that 
impregnation  took  place  without  her  knowledge,  that  her  pregnancy  imitate 
•ome  natural  disease,  and  that  her  delivery  be  accomplished  either  suddenly 
or  without  her  knowledge.''  As  to  the  first,  he  concedes  that  it  may  take 
plaee  if  she  be  not  a  Tirgin,  and  in  every  circumstance  during  the  profound 
■leep  induced  by  narcotics.  It  may  also  be  deemed  to  be  hydrometra  or 
dropey  of  the  uterus,  and  thus  deceive  during  the  whole  progress  of  preg- 
BMiey,  not  only  the  female,  but  the  most  accomplished  accoucheurs.  The 
iMt  we  know  does  sometimes  occur.  Thus,  he  remarks:  *It  is  obvious  that 
a  person  may  be  delivered  without  being  previously  aware  of  her  pregnancy; 
Imt  since  each  of  the  three  requisite  conditions  is  exceedingly  rare,  we  may 
Justly  pronounce  it  barely  within  the  bounds  of  possibility,  and  only  to  be 
eredited,  in  individual  cases,  when  the  female  gives  sufficient  evidence  that 
the  oonditions  in  question  did  actuaUy  exist.  Further,  as  the  third  condi- 
tion can  exist  only  in  the  case  of  those  who  have  borne  children,  the  plea  of 
Ignormnce  must  necessarily  be  excluded  from  the  greater  number  of  trials, 
wkkA  too  general^  eaneem  those  who  have  erred  for  the  first  time.' "  (YoL  xix. 
pp.  462-4.) 
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vent  conception.  In  a  short  time,  howeyer,  the  menses  ceased. 
She  became  alarmed  for  her  health,  and  consulted  seyenl 
physicians,  who  administered  medicines ;  and  in  this  state  she 
continaed  withoat  suspicion  until  the  approach  of  labor.  Dr. 
Desgranges  states  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  assurances  of  her 
lover  had  banished  all  ideas  of  the  possibility  of  pregnancy. 
The  female  made  this  assertion  herself  to  him,  and  her  con- 
duct previous  to  delivery  was  calculated  to  strengthen  it^  as 
there  were  no  attempts  to  conceal  herself.  "*" 

Where  a  female  has  conceived  when  in  a  state  of  stupoTj 
either  from  spirituous  liquors  or  narcotics,  or  when  in  a  itaU 
of  coma  or  asphyxia.  A  virtuous  young  woman  was  thns 
violated  at  Lyons,  during  the  period  when  the  horrors  of  the 
French  revolution  were  at  their  height.  A  powerful  dose  of 
opium  was  administered ;  the  crime  was  completed ;  and  in  a 
short  time  she  found  herself  pregnant,  without  knowing  by 
whom. 

In  all  other  cases,  the  female  may,  indeed,  entertain  doubts 
concerning  her  situation ;  but  doubt  presupposes  something  to 
be  suspected,  while  ignorance  is  not  aware  of  anything.^ 

2.  Can  a  female  become  impregnated  during  sleep,  without 
her  knowledge  f  This  question  has  already  been  incidentally 
noticed,  and  it  is  not  necessary  to  enlarge  on  it  in  this  place. 
In  females  habituated  to  sexual  connection,  or  where  sleep  is 
unnaturally  produced,  there   is  no  doubt  of  its  occurring; 

*  This  and  the  sucoeeding  case  were  communicated  to  Foder^  by  Dr.  Det- 
granges.  (Foder^,  ▼ol.  i.  pp.  496,  497.) 

f  I  find  the  foUowing  case  mentioned  in  Dr.  Gooch's  Lectures  on  Mldr 
wiferj,  p.  81.  As  he  seems  to  have  credited  it,  it  is  probably  an  exeeptioB 
to  the  rule  I  haTe  before  quoted  from  him :  <<  A  maid  at  an  inn,  who  WM 
always  thought  to  be  Tirtuous,  and  bore  a  good  character,  began  to  enlargt 
in  a  way  which  excited  suspicions  of  pregnancy.  She  solemnly  dedani 
that  she  never  had  connection  with  any  man.  At  length  she  was  deliTend, 
and  was  afterwards  brought  before  a  magistrate  to  swear  to  the  fkther ;  bat 
she  repeated  her  former  declaration.  Not  long  afterwards,  a  post-boy  it* 
lated  the  foUowing  circumstances :  That  one  night  he  came  to  this  inn ;  pot 
his  horses  in  the  stable,  and  went  into  the  house,  and  found  aU  gone  to  bti 
exoept  this  girl,  who  was  laying  asleep  on  the  hearth-mg;  and  withMt 
waking  her,  he  found  means  to  gratify  his  desires.  This  shows  that  impn^ 
nation  may  take  place  without  the  knowledge  of  the  female,  or  any  eidtar 
tion  of  the  sexual  passion." 
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wliereas,  in  the  opposite  cases,  the  probability  is  greatly 
lessened.  Authors,  in  remarking  on  this  question,  run  into 
e(q[^ious  disquisitions  on  what  is  necessary  to  cause  conception, 
but  on  this  I  havoi  already  intimated  an  opinion,  which  it  is 
not  necessary  to  repeat.  "*" 

*  The  foUowing  case  may  be  added  to  those  already  related :  A  pregnant 
»,  in  her  last  moments,  solemnly  declared  that,  to  her  knowledge,  she 
had  connection ;  but  that  a  person  in  the  family,  some  time  preyious, 
had  giyen  her  some  wine  to  drink,  after  which  she  fell  into  a  profound  sleep. 
8ke  was  not,  howcTer,  conscious  of  anything  having  occurred  to  her  during 
Ihal  atate;  bat  mentioned  the  circumstance,  as  probably  explaining  her 
iitiuiiion.  (Meierius  in  Brendel,  p.  99.) 


CHAPTER    VII. 

DELIVERY. 

Pabt  I. — 1.  Signs  of  deliyery — ^period  within  irhioh  the  examination  BhooU 
be  made.  Concealed  dellTery.  Pretended  delivery — ^modea  in  whioh  tt 
may  present  itself — where  there  has  been  no  pregnancy — when  there  haa 
been  preTious  delivery — ^where  there  has  been  an  actual  delivery,  bnt  ft 
living  child  has  been  substituted  for  a  dead  one.  Appearances  on  dissec- 
tion, indicative  of  a  recent  delivery.  Case  of  Mr.  Angus.  Corpora  laftet 
— their  value  as  a  proof  of  impregnation.  2.  Possibility  of  delivery  with- 
out the  female  being  conscious  of  it.  Whether  a  female,  if  alone  aad 
unassisted,  can  prevent  her  child  f^om  perishing  after  delivery :  AppUoip 
tion  of  this  in  oases  of  infanticide :  Instances  in  which  this  plea  should 
be  received. 

Past  IL — 1.  Sig^s  of  the  death  of  the  child  before  and  during  deliveiy* 
2.  Signs  of  its  maturity  or  immaturity — its  appearance,  size,  length,  and 
weight  at  various  periods  during  pregnancy.  Weight  of  infants  bom  ai 
the  full  time — length.  Other  characters  which  mark  the  maturity  of  tkt 
child.  8.  The  state  necessary  to  enable  the  new-bom  infant  to  inherit— 
its  capability  of  living — the  time  when  it  is  generally  deemed  viaUt. 
Laws  of  various  countries  as  to  what  constitutes  life  in  the  infant,  aad 
thus  enables  it  to  inherit — Roman,  French,  English,  and  Scotch  lawi. 
Medico-legal  cases,  in  Italy — State  of  New  York.  Unborn  infants  reoo|^ 
nized.  Infants  extracted  by  the  Csssarean  operation — their  oapability  nt 
inheriting :  Laws  on  this  subject.  First  bom  of  twins.  How  far  d>- 
formity  incapacitates  from  inheriting.    Monsters :  Laws  on  this  suligoot. 

Delivery  may  be  considered — 1.  As  it  respects  the  mother; 
and  2.  As  it  respects  the  child.  We  shall  accordingly  diyide 
the  chapter  into  two  parts;  and  with  respect  to  the  mother^ 
we  shall  notice — 

1.  Concealed  and  pretended  delivery. 

2.  Some  medico-legal  questions  connected  with  the  subject 
The  second  part  will  comprise  a  view  of — 

1.  The  signs  of  the  death  of  the  child  before  or  daring 
deUvery. 

(884) 


E  S.  The  signs  of  maturity  or  inunstiinty. 

1 8.  The  state  necessary  to  enable  tke  new-born  infant  to 


I.   Concealed  or  pretended  delivery. 

PDeliTery,  whether  concealed  or  pretended,  can  alone  be  elu- 
tftted  by  referring  to  its  real  signs;  and  it  will  therefore  be 
coper  to  commence  with  a  notice  of  them. 
ilf  the  female  be  examined  within  three  or  four  days  after 
I  occorrenoe  of  the  delivery,  the  following  circumstances 
1  generally  be  observed :  greater  or  less  weakness,  a  slight 
l^aleneBs  of  the  face,  the  eye  a  little  sunken,  and  surrounded 
by  »  purplish  or  dark-brown  colored  ring,  and  a  whiteness  of 
the  skin,  like  a  person  convalescing  from  disease.  The  belly 
is  soft,  the  skin  of  the  abdomen  lax,  lies  in  folds,  and  is  tra- 
versed in  various  directions  by  shining,  whitish  (sometimes 
pe&rly)  lines,  which  especially  extend  from  the  groins  and 
pubis  to  the  navel.  These  lines,  called  linece  albicantes,  are 
owing  to  the  giving  way  of  the  true  skin  under  the  distention 
csQSed  by  the  gravid  uterus.*  [They  are  most  numerous  on 
the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  and  are  not  unfrequently  seen 
on  the  nates  and  upper  part  of  the  thighs.  They  give  the 
skin  a  reticulated  or  roughened  appearance. — C.  R.  G.]  The 
breasts,  particularly  about  the  third  or  fourth  day  after  deli- 
Tery,  are  tumid  and  hard,  and  on  pressure  emit  a  fluid,  which 
at  first  is  serous  and  afterwards  gradually  becomes  whiter;  and 
the  presence  of  this  secretion  is  generally  accompanied  with 
a  foil  pulse  and  soft  skin,  covered  vith  a  moisture  of  a  pecu- 
iar  and  somewhat  acid  odor.  The  areolie  round  the  nipples 
^^  dark  colored.  The  external  genital  organs  and  vagina 
^H|  dilated  and  tumefied  throughout  the  whole  of  their  ex- 
BElt,  from  the  pressure  of  the  fcetus.     The  uterus  may  be  felt 


•  Along  vith  thpse.  Dr.  Mnntgomer;  (pp.  804,  307.)  hu  tomelima  notioed 
kbnwa  lini  at  kboal  k  qiurler  of  rd  inch  in  breadth,  extending  ffDm  Iba 
unbilwni  to  di«  pubet,  and  cBpecintl;  in  womeD  of  du-k  boir  tni  BU-uDgly- 
wlorad  skin. 
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through  the  abdominal  parietes,  volaminoiui,  firm,  and  globikr, 
and  rising  nearly  as  high  as  the  mnbilicus.  Its  orifice  is  soft 
and  tumid,  and  dilated  so  as  to  admit  two  or  more  fingsn; 
The  fourchette  or  anterior  margin  of  the  perinseum  is  some- 
times torn,  or  it  is  lax,  and  appears  to  have  suffered  conBide^ 
able  distention.  "*"  A  discharge  (termed  the  lochial)  commences 
from  the  uterus,  which  is  distinguished  from  the  menses  by  ite 
pale  color,  its  peculiar  and  well-known  smell,  and  its  doratkm. 
The  lochia  are  at  first  of  a  red  color,  and  gradually  beooMi 
lighter  until  they  cease,  f 

These  are  the  signs  enumerated  by  the  best  writers  on  the 
subject,  and  where  they  are  all  present,  no  doabt  can  be  en- 
tertained that  delivery  has  taken  place.  Several  of  theB| 
however,  require  further  notice,  for  the  purpose  of  indicii- 
ing  the  mistakes  which  observers  may  experience  eoneerning 
them. 

1.  The  lochial  discharge  might  be  mistaken  for  menstnia- 
tion  or  fluor  albus,  were  it  not  for  its  peculiar  smell,  and  thii 
it  has  been  found  impossible,  by  any  artifice,  to  destroy. 

It  also  is  variable  as  to  the  time  of  its  continnanoe.  Id 
some  it  does  not  remain  red  for  more  than  a  day  or  two. 

2.  The  soft  parts  are  relaxed  from  menstruation,  thos(^ 
very  rarely  as  much  as  from  delivery;  but  in  these  cases  tke 
OS  uteri  and  vagina  are  not  so  much  tumefied,  nor  is  there  thil 
tenderness  and  swelling.  Dr.  Montgomery  attaches  grett 
importance  to  a  peculiar  condition  of  the  os  uteri.  Its  labis, 
he  says,  in  those  who  have  borne  children  are  jagged  and 
notched.  There  is  no  other  cause  except  childbirth  that  eia 
leave  this  state.  The  converse  is  not  true;  the  unfissued 
state  of  the  os  does  not  negative  a  previous  pregnancy.  [I 
have  seen  two  cases  where  the  os  was  smooth,  regular,  sad 


*  **  With  the  birth  of  the  first  child,  the  commissure  is  geaenSij  ton 
through  and  the  fossa  disappears  with  it,  though  not  always:  ao  thatthi 
existence  of  these  parts  is  no  disproof  of  previous  childbirth,  and  I  remcB- 
ber  myself  a  case  in  which,  though  I  had  delivered  the  patient  not  withoot 
difficulty,  with  the  forceps,  the  commissure  and  the  fossa  existed  afterwardi 
in  aU  their  perfection."  (BlundeU's  Lectures,  Lancet,  N.  S.,  toL  It.  p.  641.) 

f  Foder^,  toL  ii.  seo.  1 ;  Mahon,  vol.  i.  pp.  166  to  170;  Capuroa,  p.  ISI; 
Hoiohinson  on  Infanticide,  p.  90 ;  Bums,  p.  826. 


ffCN  circular,  in  one  of  which  parturition  at  term  had  taken 
pl&c«  once,  in  the  other  three  times. — C,  R.  G.]  Again, 
whan  at]  signs  of  contusion  disappear  after  delivery,  the 
ft-nialc  parts  are  found  pale  and  flabby.  This  does  not  fuUow 
menatruation. 

3.  The  presence  of  milk.  This  must  be  an  uncertain  sign, 
for  the  reasons  stated  in  the  chapter  on  Pregnancy.  "Jt  it 
pottibUfor  thia  secretion  to  take  place  independently  of  preg- 
nancy."* The  most  unequivocal  form  in  which  it  can  appear, 
is  when  the  breasts  are  tense  and  painful,  and  filled  with  the 
fluid  of  its  usual  nature — not  serous  or  watery,  as  is  obserrod 
in  pretended  cases.  It  is  also  to  be  remarked,  that  this  secre- 
tion goes  on  during  the  presence  of  the  lochia;  while,  on  the 
contrary,  the  breasts  become  flaccid  and  almost  empty,  if 
the  menses  supervene,  and  fill  again  when  they  diaappear.f 
Should,  therefore,  a  case  occur  where  doubt  is  entertained,  it 
Tonld  be  proper  to  notice  the  state  of  the  breasts  while  the 
discharge  (of  whatever  nature  it  may  be)  is  present. 

pir.  Mercer  Adam  reports  a  case  in  the  Edin.  Med,  Journ., 
May,  1853,  where,  in  a  case  of  concealed  delivery,  the  girl 
explained  the  fact  that  there  was  milk  in  the  breasts,  by  alleg- 
ing that  she  had  nursed  a  previous  child  till  within  three 
nontha.  The  cheat  was  discovered  by  the  microscopic  exami- 
DBtion  of  the  milk.  Numerous  colostric  globules  were  found, 
proving  that  delivery  had  very  recently  occurred. — C.  R.  G.] 

4.  The  line<B  albicantet,  being  caused  by  a  "giving  way  of 
the  true  skin  under  the  distention  caused  by  the  enlarged 
ntcnu,"  may  also  be  the  consequence  of  dropsy,  or  of  lauk- 
neaa  following  great  obesity.     Indeed,  any  cause  producing 


1.  p,  526.     The  error  in  the  third  Landao  edition,  of  aubalitnllfig 
U"  tar  "pfuMibh"  in  tliia  quolfttion,  iind  whicli  ia  naliced  b;  Pro- 

^r  MoDicomerj,  is  not  miae.  Il  is  correct  in  the  edilioa  pubtiebed  liere. 
f  od«H.  Tol-  ii<  p<  IS.  The  rollawing  ia  &  vcrj  uocommao  case .  "  There 
■  in  Uiii  town,  ■  tad;  Biitj  jeun  of  «ge.  who  bore  and  reued  eight 
in,  without  her  breMta  disohiirging  it  drop  o(  milk  tHar  (he  birtli  of 
M  at  Ihem.  The  gluide,  when  she  ws.8  oonfiaed  will)  apart  of  theta, 
9  (omeirhBt  BTollen,  but  no  mitlt  flowed  out.  She  never,  at  khj 
of  b«r  life,  bad  a  nipple  on  either  breast,"  (Dr.  Sultan,  of  Ueorge- 
1,  Eeolnokj,  WeaMrn  Joonial  of  Bledioine  and  Surgery,  vol.  ii.  p.  317.) 
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much  distention  may  ^ye  rise  to  them.  On  the  other  hand, 
this  state  of  the  parts  is  occasionally  not  very  striking  after 
the  birth  of  a  first  child,  as  they  shortly  resume  their  original 
state. 

5.  The  linese  albicantes  are  permanent,  and  hence  should 
not  be  depended  upon  in  cases  where  females  have  had  several 
children."* 

It  is  hence  the  duty  of  the  medical  examiner  to  view  all 
the  signs  enumerated  in  connection ;  and  where  all  or  most  of 
them  are  present,  it  is  his  duty  to  declare  that  they  are  the 
consequence  of  sexual  coNNECTiON.f  So  far  he  can  pro- 
nounce with  safety.  But  if  the  question  has  a  bearing  on  the 
charge  of  infanticide,  the  existence  of  the  child  should  be 
proved.  I  make  this  remark  out  of  its  place,  but  it  cannot 
be  too  often  repeated  in  a  treatise  on  legal  medicine.  To 
prevent  mistakes,  inquiry  should  also  be  made,  whether  the 
individual  has  labored  under  dropsy,  menorrhagia,  or  flnor 
albus;  or  whether  any  external  violence  has  been  applied  to 
the  genital  organs. 

The  next  subject  of  inquiry  is,  within  what  time  should 
thi$  examination  be  made  ? 

An  astonishing  difference  occurs  among  females  in  the  pe- 
riod of  recovering  from  the  effects  of  delivery.  Some  have 
been  known  to  proceed  to  their  occupation  on  the  day  that 


*  Thej  are  Bometimes  iraniing  in  females  who  hare  had  eereral  childmi; 
and  Dr.  Montgomery  saw  them  Terj  marked  in  a  male  laboring  nndw 
general  dropsy.  (Cyclopedia  of  Practical  Medicine.)  A  similar  appeannea 
(of  white  siWery  lines)  has  been  occasionally  noticed  by  our  author 
the  breasts  of  young  females,  particularly  when  those  parts  hare 
graatly  and  rapidly  enlarged  during  pregnancy.  (Signs  of  Pregnane, 
p.  296.) 

t  '*  All  the  recent  continental  writers  agree,  that  if  the  signs  related  be 
allt  or  nearly  all,  found  in  the  person  of  the  prisoner,  the  condnaion  ia  ta- 
ftmbla;  and  that  whaterer  a  few  obstinate  accoucheurs  may  haye  beta 
orgad  1^  the  spirit  of  contradiction  to  allege,  they  are  nerer  imitated 
jointly  by  any  disease  whaterer.  At  the  same  time,  a  just  and  n 
cantion  is  added,  against  placing  reliance  on  any  one  sign,  or  eTen  on  aafvnl 
of  these  together,  since  fluent  experience  has  shown,  that  though  iitfW 
fbond  eoiOointly  but  after  deUrery,  they  are  often  produced  IndiTiduaQj  1^ 
oUmt  eMMS.**  (Edin.  Med.  and  Surg.  Joanial,  toL  xix.  p.  4M.) 


the  child  is  born,  while  others  remain  enfeebled  for  weeke. 
Much,  in  this  respect,  depends  on  the  constitution  and  habits 
of  life.  There  is,  however,  a  term  in  all,  when  the  signs  of 
delivery  disappear,  and  the  parts  return  to  their  natural  state; 
and  a  general  rule  ought  to  he  CBta.bliBbed  in  legal  medicine, 
beyond  which  an  examination  should  be  deemed  inconclusive 
and  void,  A  majority  of  writers  have  fixed  on  the  term 
of  eight  or  ten  days,  for  this  purpose;  and  it  is  probably  a 
correct  one.  After  that  period,  the  signs  become  equivocal, 
and  may  lead  to  error,  particularly  if  the  delivery  has  been 
natural.* 

Zacchiafl  remarks  expressly,  that  the  proofs  of  delivery  be- 
come uncertain  after  the  tenth  day.  Michael  Albert],  a  cele- 
brated professor  of  his  day,  and  Bobn,  professor  at  Leipsic, 
both  recommend  the  visit  to  be  made  within  the  week;  and  in 
a  case  before  the  parliament  of  Paris,  in  1767,  Petit  and  Louis 
reported  in  favor  of  acquitting  a  female  suspected  of  infanti- 
cide on  the  ground  that  the  investigation  had  been  made  at 
too  late  a  period.f  The  following  case,  which  came  before 
the  criminal  court  of  the  department  of  the  Seine,  in  1809, 
preseots  a  most  striking  instance,  in  which  the  delay  alone 
aeama  to  have  prevented  the  detection  of  the  crime. 

On  the  11th  of  June,  1809,  a  female  named  Aim^e  Perdriat 
wtDl  to  the  lodgings  of  a  friend  called  Rosino,  who  resided  in 
the  fifth  story  of  a  bouse  in  Paris.     She  requested  leave  to 

■  Fair  (pp.  &0  Mill  51)  eoumerKCea  certain  e'lgan  Ihat  a,  vamaa  hu  for- 
mrrlji  been  delivered  of  k  child,  wliiDb  it  mu;  be  proper  Lu  mualion.  The 
loM  or  ftll  the  signs  of  Tirginilj,  The  orifice  nt  the  ufenia  w&ntiag  iti 
c«nlo>l  flgUTe,  •nd  JU  lips  uaequtl.  An  expanded  itnd  pensile  Bbdomeo, 
The  linen  klbionlea.  The  frsenum  of  Iba  labia  ablitorsted :  (lie  breuU 
flMcid  and  pendulous ;  Ihe  nipples  promiiieiil,  and  the  arcolis  of  a  brown 

it  precise  crilerions  of  the  date  of  dclircrj  are  derived  from  [)■■ 
^«f  (h«  milk-feier,  (he  gradunl  alteration  of  the  toohia,  and  especiallf 
ft^pMranoe  aasumed  bj  the  genital  organs  in  their  relDrn  to  tlie  ordinal^ 

J  eondilioD."  (Edin.  Med.  and  Surg,  Jourual.  vol.  lii.  p.  468.) 
k  [Uoalfopierj  found  Ibe  os  and  cervix  hardly  differing  from  the  unim- 
■m  and  Eiie,  and  the  parts  generally'  restored  in  a  remarkable 
«  l»  tba  Donnal  coadition,  in  a  lad;  exaniined  five  dajs  after  deliver/ 
tf  tarn.  After  an  esrij  abortion,  lilttc  change  irilt  be  noted  after  a  day  or 
Iwo.— C.  B.  0.] 
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remain,  as  she  felt  ill  with  a  headache  and  a  violent  colic. 
Shortly  after  her  being  shown  to  a  room,  a  lodger  in  the  third 
story  heard  a  noise  in  the  water-pipe,  as  if  a  heavy  body 
passed  through  it.  She  was  not  visited  by  any  one  except 
Bosine  and  another  female,  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  ^ 
whether  she  wanted  anything.  About  five  hours  after  the 
arrival  of  Aim^e,  Rosine  observed  blood  on  the  stairs  and  on 
the  floor  of  the  chamber;  and  Aim^e  remarked  that  her 
menses  flowed  very  profusely. 

Suspicions  appear  to  have  been  excited;  and  on  the  ITth, 
the  privy  was  searched.  A  foetus,  placenta,  and  bloody 
clothes  were  found;  and  two  surgeons,  who  examined  the 
body,  deposed  that  no  marks  of  violence  were  present,  except 
that  the  umbilical  cord  was  torn  off;  that  it  was  a  full-grown 
child;  and  that  from  their  experiments,  it  certainly  had 
breathed  after  birth,  and  there  were  proofs  of  this  having 
continued  even  in  the  filthy  place  from  which  it  was  drawn. 

She  was  arrested  on  the  suspicion  of  her  having  been  the 
mother  of  this  child;  and  the  suspicion  was  fortified  by  a 
previous  refusal  to  admit  the  examination  of  a  midwife.  On 
the  15th,  17th,  and  27th  of  July,  being  more  than  a  monih 
after  the  supposed  delivery,  she  was  examined  by  Bauda- 
locque,  Dubois,  An^,  Dupuytren,  and  Lafarge.  They  unani- 
mously declared  that  there  was  no  sign  present  which  indi- 
cated the  delivery  of  the  female  at  the  time  in  question.  She 
was  accordingly  acquitted.'*' 

It  is  impossible,  I  conceive,  to  reflect  on  this  case,  without 
coming  to  the  conclusion  that  this  woman  was  guilty.  But 
if  the  physical  signs  of  the  crime  are  so  slowly  attended  t<^ 
judges  are  certainly  justified  in  leaning  to  the  side  of  mercy.f 

♦  Foder^,  toL  ii.  p.  18. 

f  A  case  of  an  opposite  nature,  where  the  female  was  eridentlj  aeenMd 
wrongfully,  with  the  reasoning  of  Zacchias  in  her  faTor,  is  contained  in  hli 
CofutZto,  No.  69.  There  was  no  milk  present ;  the  breast  flaccid ;  no  loeUal 
odor;  the  parts  Tery  slightly  tumefied,  and  her  strength  not  affected.  He 
deemed  it  nothing  more  than  a  profiise  menstruation,  foUowing  a  retentiion 
which  had  caused  the  enlargement  of  the  abdomen. 

OTarian  dropsy  has  also  been  mistaken  for  pregnancy,  and  the  ohaniUt 
of  the  female  ii^ured,  until  a  proper  InTestigation  has  led  to  the  ostabUde 
Bant  of  the  troth. 


justantial  evidence  is  not  to  be  trusted ;  bat  it  is  proper 
juire  whether  an  enlargement  of  the  abdomen  haa  been 
Ted,  whether  this  was  connected  with  any  apparent  dis- 
and  whether  any  precautions  as  to  dress  wore  used  to 
al  it,  2.  The  proofs  of  recent  delivery.*  3.  To  the 
;ction  between  the  supposed  period  of  parturition,  and 
:ate  of  the  child  that  is  found.  An  infant  recently  bom 
.icated  by  the  redness  of  the  skin  and  by  the  attachment 
le  umbilical  cord  to  the  navel ;   and  tlio  female,  if  the 


lefollowiDg  case,  which  I  find  in  a  recent  journal,  ia  s  moit  osequiTo- 
9,  and  we  oan  onl;  eiplain  (te  decision  by  supposing  (hat  Bome  nifu- 
faenci  inleriened  to  quash  (he  iDTeetiga(ioii. 

mftle.  in  June  and  Jul;,  182T,  complained  of  djsmenorrhcea  and  Itt 
pBDjing  B^mptomB.  Her  abilomen  enlarged,  and  there  was  a  suspi- 
I  pregDKncy.  But  ahe  denied  its  aorreclneea,  and  adributed  her  ill- 
o  wet  feet.  She  was  dismissed  Ciom  service,  and  re(urned  to  her 
«.  On  the  fourteenth  of  March,  1828,  she  was  underelood  to  haTe 
i  aeTere  a  hemorrhage  aa  to  be  confined  for  several  days  to  her  bed. 
idomen  tiu  reduced  >□  bulk.  These  circumstaaces  led  to  a  legal  in- 
Dn.  Millet  and  Giraudet  einmined  her  an  the  twenty-fifth.  Thej 
her  skin  warm,  counlennnce  slightlj'  flushed,  pulae  full  and  frequent, 
jngue  natural ;  (he  breaeta  tumeSed  and  their  Teins  enlarged,  and  on 
lied  pressure,  a  (hick  milli;  Quid  was  obtained  Jn  abundance.  The 
len  was  a  little  swelled,  umbilicus  projecting  {Maillaiit.)  lines  albi- 
'  present,  and  (he  skin  wrinkled  and  contused.  The  insides  of  the 
had  alflo  red  apota.  On  examination  per  Taginam,  the  uterus  WM 
heaTj  and  more  Tolunitnoas  tbau  in  the  unimpregnated  state.  lU 
ma  aoft,  irregular,  and  readilj  admitted  two  fingers.     A  thick,  jA- 
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mother,  will  be  found  to  have  the  marks  of  a  late  delivery  on 
her.  The  question,  whether  it  was  living  after  birth,  belongs 
to  infanticide. 

In  PRBTENDED  DELIYERT,  the  female  declares  herself  a 
mother,  without  being  so  in  reality.  This  is  not  so  revolting 
to  our  feelings  as  the  former,  but  it  is,  notwithstanding,  im- 
proper, and  should  be  guarded  against.  Its  most  common 
origin  is  cupidity,  or  a  weak  desire  to  produce  an  heir  to  large 
estates ;  and  hence,  we  hear  most  of  it  in  Europe,  where  pro- 
perty is  entailed,  and  families  anxiously  desire  the  birth  of  a 
son  to  perpetuate  their  honors. 

In  France,  pretended  delivery  was  formerly  punished  with 
infamy  and  banishment.  In  1772,  a  female  in  Paris,  who 
was  sterile,  resolved  to  gain  the  favor  of  her  husband  by  pre- 
tending pregnancy,  and  at  the  end  of  the  proper  period,  ob- 
tained an  infant  from  one  of  the  hospitals.  She  effected  this 
by  the  aid  of  a  midwife,  who  attended  during  the  assumed 
labor.  Unfortunately,  however,  the  parents  of  the  child  re- 
pented of  having  put  it  in  the  hospital,  and  endeavored  again 
to  obtain  it.  Failing  in  this,  they  took  steps  to  discover  where 
it  was,  and  ascertaining,  a  full  disclosure  took  place.  The 
woman  was  sentenced  to  make  the  amende  honorabUy  with  a 
writing  on  her  breasts,  containing  these  words:  ^^A  woman 
who  stole  a  child,  in  order  to  pretend  being  a  mother ;"  and 
was  afterwards  banished  during  her  life  from  Paris.  The 
midwife  bore  a  similar  writing,  which  purported  that  she  wis 
one  who,  abusing  her  station,  had  assisted  and  favored  the 
pretending  of  maternity,  and  she  was  condemned  to  perpetual 
imprisonment.  The  parliament,  however,  on  an  appeal,  light- 
ened the  punishment,  and  ordered  her  to  be  admonished  and 
fined.* 


*  Foder^,  toI.  It.  p.  406,  from  the  Cautes  CSlibrea.  **A  case,  wortby  of 
record,  occurred  lately  in  the  north  of  Scotland.  A  foetus  was  found  in  a 
sink,  and  notice  of  this  occurrence  was  immediately  giren  to  the  clergyma 
of  the  parish,  just  as  he  was  going  to  church.  The  worthy  pastor  was 
that  a  Tery  few  days'  delay  might  render  all  inquiry  fruitless,  so  at  the 
elusion  of  the  serrice,  he  informed  the  oongp-egation  of  what  had  happooad; 
adding,  that  as  the  child  was  found  within  the  bounds  of  the  parish,  mk 
imputation  would  necessarily  He  against  the  young  women  of  t]bo 


enal  code  now  in  force  in  France  (sect.  345)  pre- 
tnprisoDment  as  the  punishmeDt  for  concealing  an 
r  Hubstituting  one  cliild  for  another,  and  for  pretend* 
log  that  a  child  has  been  born.* 

Pretended  delivery  may  preaent  Itself  under  three  points  of 
riew :  1.  Where  the  female  who  feigns  has  never  been  preg- 
nant. This,  if  thoroughly  investigated,  may  always  be  de- 
tected. There  are  aigns  which  must  be  present,  and  cannot 
be  feigned.  An  enlargement  of  the  orifice  of  the  uterus  and 
a  tumefaction  of  the  organs  of  generation  should  always  be 
present,  and  if  wanting,  are  conclusive  against  the  fact.  Dr. 
Male  mentions  a  case  which  happened  to  a  surgeon  in  Bir- 
mingham not  long  since.  "  Being  called  to  a  pretended  labor, 
a  dead  child  was  presented  to  him,  tut  there  was  no  placenta. 
He  proceeded  immediately  to  examine  the  woman,  and  found 
the  OS  tincfe  in  a  natural  state,  nearly  closed,  and  the  vagina 
ao  much  contracted  as  not  to  admit  the  hand.  Astonished  at 
thia  appearance,  he  went  to  consult  a  medical  friend,  but  be- 
fore any  further  steps  were  taken,  it  was  discovered  that  he 
had  been  imposed  upon.  The  woman,  in  fact,  had  never  been 
pregnant,  and  the  dead  child  was  the  borrowed  offspring  of 
another.  She  waa  induced  to  practice  the  artifice,  to  appease 
the  wrath  of  her  husband,  who  frequently  reproached  her  for 
her  sterility. "t 

Dr.  BUlard,  of  Angers,  in  France,  relates  the  following : 
A  farmer,  aged  seventy-two,  had  been  married  four  years  to 
a  female,  aged  forty-two,  when  she  declared  herself  pregnant. 
Uer  abdomen  gradually  enlarged.    On  the  27th  of  July,  1829, 

t  jraloUBles,  doubts,  and  BUipioioua  irould  ariiie,  lo  tbo  total  aabTertioB 
f  CkriitiBD  cbnrlif  and  good  neigliborhood  throughout  his  aure,  and  ia- 
bg  all  Iha  joDDg  women  who  irished  to  maiotaiD  their  reputation  lo 
It  IbemBelTcs  n^xt  morning  b^roro  the  kirk  Kaaion,  Accordingly,  on 
itfUloving  daj,  Ibe  minieler  uid  eldcra,  with  a  midwife  and  the  Tillage 
•OB,  aa  aaseaiort,  held  a  jrandt  TKonnau/ante.  bj  meani  of  which  Iha 
UtDkle  molher  was  dctectetl.  She  wna  found  guill;  of  cancealmcnl  of 
at  J."  (DciLOF.) 
p  Capnron,  p.  18. 

t,  p.  213.    A  e 
DO,  p.  110,  and  a 
mL  six.  p.  281. 


f  *  aomewhat  glmilar  nature  is  mentioned  hj 
I  bj  Mr.  Thompaon,  in  Loudon  Med.  Qaielle, 
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she  stated  that  when  alonei  at  break  of  day,  die  had  been  de- 
livered of  a  female  infant.  She  had  cut  the  oord  and  made 
the  ligature,  and  the  after-birth,  which  could  not  be  food, 
she  had  left  at  the  door  of  the  house.  In  proof  of  her  nam- 
tive,  was  her  bloody  linen,  and  a  child  which,  when  placed  tt 
her  breast,  could  obtain  no  milk.  The  husband  was  at  fink 
elated  with  the  circumstance,  but  soon  became  sospieiM 
through  the  remarks  of  his  relatives,  and  he  delayed  to  ngi- 
ter  the  child. 

A  legal  inquiry  was  instituted,  and  Dr.  Billard  was  appointed 
the  medical  examiner.  The  infant,  from  her  account,  iH 
fifty-three  hours  old.  It  was  seventeen  or  eighteen  indfl 
long.  The  epidermic  exfoliation  was  in  full  activity,  and  tk 
skin  red.  The  cord  had  fallen  off  that  morning.  It  iv 
buried,  but  he  caused  it  to  be  disinterred.  It  was  wrinkled, 
dry,  slightly  sanguinolent  at  one  end,  and  brown  and  neidj 
cut  at  the  other.  A  proper  ligature  was  also  found  on  it 
The  infant  had  thick  hair,  it  cried  lustily,  moved  and  dnnk 
with  perfect  freedom ;  the  nails  were  formed,  and  none  of  tte 
sebaceous  matter,  common  to  new-bom  infants,  was  found  ci 
it,  nor  was  any  meconium  observed. 

Dr.  Billard  decided  from  these  circumstances,  and  partieii- 
larly  from  the  state  of  the  cord,  and  its  falling  off  spontane- 
ously, from  the  color  of  the  skin  and  the  exfoliation,  dot 
instead  of  two,  the  infant  was  probalbly  from  five  to  seren 
days  old.  And  further,  that  from  the  state  of  the  cord,  it 
had  evidently  been  secured  by  an  expert,  and  not  by  a  soli- 
tary female  laboring  under  the  effects  of  present  deliveiy. 

Dr.  B.  now  examined  the  pretended  mother.  The  breasts 
were  not  enlarged,  nor  were  there  any  marks  of  the  secretion 
of  milk  present.  The  abdomen  presented  no  line^e.  There 
was  no  discharge  from  the  vagina,  and,  indeed,  that  part  was 
contracted,  and  the  labia  perfectly  natural.  The  uterus  was 
light  and  easily  raised,  and  had  the  feel  of  perfect  contraction. 
Its  mouth  was  neither  tumefied  nor  irregular.  The  result  was 
unavoidable;  Dr.  Billard  denied  her  previous  pregnancy  and 
delivery,  and  she  was  forced  to  confess  the  fraud.^ 

*  Annales  d'Hygitoe,  voL  ii  p.  227.    "  Maroh  21,  1776^  a  ^mf  «x(n- 
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The  cRse  of  Day  v.  Day,  published  in  1840  by  G.  L.  Crait, 
in  bis  "English  Causes  Cflchret,  or  Reports  of  Remarkable 
Trials,"  deserves  an  nnnlysis  in  this  place. 

Thomas  Day,  of  the  County  of  Huntingdon,  died  in  1776, 
leaving  two  sons,  Thomas  and  John.  He  devised  his  pro- 
perty, which  was  valdiible,  to  the  oldcat  for  life,  with  remainder 
to  the  heirs  of  said  son,  and  in  default  of  snch  issue,  to  his 
younger  son  in  fee.  Under  this  will,  Thomas  succeeded  to 
the  estates.  He  married  one  of  his  servants,  Mary  Lakin, 
the  daughter  of  a  carpenter,  who,  after  having  borne  him  a 
daughter,  which  died,  professed  herself,  in  the  latter  end  of 
the  year  1774.  to  be  again  pregnant.  She  went  to  her  native 
place  in  Staffordshire,  under  pretence  of  being  delivered  there, 
where  she  might  have  the  attendance  of  her  mother,  and  re- 
tiirned  in  March,  1775,  with  a  child  which  she  called  her  own, 
and  which  her  husband  received  as  his  son,  and  a  short  time 
bi>fore  his  death  acknowledged  as  such  in  his  will.  Not  long 
after,  a  separation  took  place  between  the  husband  and  vife, 
and  they  continued  apart  until  October,  1783,  when  the  for- 
mer died.  The  minor,  by  his  trustees,  entered  into  possession 
of  the  estates  of  his  father. 

It  appears  that  some  time  previous  to  the  death  of  Thomaa 
Day,  he  received  an  unsatisfactory  account  respecting  the 
birth  of  the  child,  and  an  attorney,  at  his  request,  called  on 
Mrs.  Day  concerning  the  same.  She  stated  that  the  ehUd 
tea*  not  hers.  On  a  subsequent  occasion,  she  swore  before  a 
master  of  chancery,  that  she  had   lain  in  of  a  child,  which 

(wdinwy  ^ffur  happened  at  »  certain  hospital.  Tiro  women,  one  of  whom 
hafibg  thu  appurance  of  a  nurso,  tho  other  of  a  fflaid-serrant,  applied  to 
Iht  oomfeiitee  to  let  them  haro  a  male  child,  the  joungeat  in  the  boapital, 
for  their  lady,  who  wHoled  to  adopt  one  u  her  own.  These  women,  on  the 
eotntnilteo'a  close);  examining  tbeoi,  oonfoiied  Ihat  the  lodj'fl  husband  waa 
gone  abroad,  and  as  «he  had  told  bim  before  he  weal.  Ibal  ebe  beliered  ahft 
wa*  pregnant,  it  was  necessary  to  show  him  a  child ;  they  likewise  aeknow- 
bdged  the  lady  came  froni  the  Isle  of  Wight  to  London,  to  lie  in.  As  it 
1  that  the  a<Ioptjon  of  this  child  wan  calculated  to  deprive  aome 
tt>Uw  «(  an  cBiaie,  or  for  tone  uolawrul  purpose,  the  inlention  of  this 
rmph  la  to  caution  those  persona  whom  It  may  concern,  to  be  on  their 
I  agalDSl  euoh  infernal  practices."  (I>ad«lcy's  Annual  Register,  IT7G; 
ilcle,  p.  101.] 
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died,  and  that  she  had  preyafled  on  a  relation  to  fpre  op  ker 
child,  and  that  it  was  this  child  which  she  had  taken  tolur 
husband.  Mr.  Daj,  on  being  made  acquainted  with  Aeie 
circumstances,  signed  the  deed  of  separation,  but  declared, 
that  although  the  child  was  not  his,  yet  as  he  was  fond  of  it, 
he  would  take  care  of  it. 

Information  of  these  and  other  corroborating  facta  having 
reached  Mr.  John  Day,  he  instituted  a  trial  by  ejectment  for 
the  recovery  of  the  estate.  It  came  on  at  the  a8siie6,m 
1784,  before  Lord  Loughborough,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Cooit 
of  Common  Pleas,  and  a  special  jury. 

For  the  plaintiff,  it  was  proved  on  the  testimony  of  several 
witnesses,  male  and  female,  that  Mrs.  Day,  at  the  time  rf 
leaving  home,  had  not  the  appearance  of  being  pregnant;  thit 
she  had  not  that  appearance  during  any  part  of  the  three 
months  which  she  had  spent  at  her  father's  house,  in  Lei^; 
and  that  she  did  not  lie  in  there.  It  was  positively  sworn  bj 
a  female  domestic  in  the  house  of  her  father,  that  when  Hn. 
Day  and  her  mother  set  out  for  Huntingdonshire,  at  the  end 
of  three  months  they  had  no  child  with  them.  Another 
female  stated  that  she  had  frequently  slept  with  Mrs.  Day 
while  she  was  at  Leigh,  and  washed  her  linen,  and  she  did  not 
appear  to  be  with  child.  It  further  appeared  in  testimonj, 
that  Mrs.  Day  took  away  the  infant  of  her  sister-in-law,  and 
retained  it  several  days ;  nor  did  she  return  it  until  compelled 
by  a  magistrate.     This  was  in  February,  1776. 

The  parties  (Mrs.  Day  and  her  mother)  were  traced  to 
Litchfield,  at  which  place  they  had  no  child  with  them.  At 
Atherstone,  however,  they  arrived  on  foot,  and  went  to  the 
house  of  an  aunt.  Mrs.  Day  had  a  child  with  her,  and  said, 
"  I  have  brought  you  my  child."  The  aunt  replied  that  she 
did  not  know  that  she  had  one,  to  which  Mrs.  Day  answered, 
"  Oh  yes,  I  have  been  to  my  mother's  to  lie  in,  and  the  child 
is  five  weeks  old."  They  remained  some  days,  and  then  pro- 
ceeded homeward.  Two  females,  intimate  or  resident  in  the 
house,  testified  that  Mrs.  Day  did  not  suckle  the  child,  and 
that  she  stated  that  she  had  no  milk.  The  suspicions  of  the 
husband  as  to  its  paternity  were  also  fully  proved. 
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This  was  tbe  evidence  for  the  plaintiff.  On  the  part  of  the 
defence,  after  producing  the  will  of  Thomas  Day,  in  which  he 
descrihed  the  defendant  as  his  son,  and  left  him  all  the  pro- 
perty, female  witnesses  were  produced  to  prove  that  Mrs.  Day 
appeared  hig  with  child  when  she  left  home ;  some  of  them 
swore  that  they  had  seen  her  suckle  the  child,  while  others 
had  never  witnessed  it. 

Elizabeth  Rutter  deposed  that  Mrs.  Day  was  delivered  of  a 
diSd  at  Broseley,  in  Shropshire,  during  the  month  of  January, 
and  that  she  and  a  midwife  were  the  only  persons  present  at 
the  birth ;  that  Mrs.  Day  remained  with  her  a  month,  and 
then  returned  home.  This  testimony  was  confirmed  by  Mrs. 
Comes,  the  step-mother  of  Rutter.  Mrs.  Day,  the  mother, 
was  next  examined,  and  her  testimony  agreed  with  that  of  the 
two  last  witnesses.  She  had  left  her  father's  house  on  account 
of  a  quarrel,  and  had  arranged  to  be  confined  at  the  house  of 
Katter.  She  explained  away  the  fact  of  not  having  the  child 
with  her  at  Litchfield,  by  saying  that  she  had  left  it  at  a  place 
near,  while  she  went  on  a  visit  to  her  mother's.  She  also  ac- 
knowledged that  she  had  sworn  that  the  child  was  not  hers, 
but  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  getting  it  back  from  Mr.  Day. 

Several  witnesses  swore  to  the  great  resemblance  of  the 
child  to  Mr.  Day. 

Lord  Loughborough,  in  summing  up,  remarked  that  the  evi- 
dence of  the  plaintiff  was  circumstantial  only,  and  not  positive, 
and  it  was  necessary,  in  a  case  of  this  description,  to  make 
out  the  fact  by  the  clearest  evidence.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
child  had  been  brought  up  as  the  son  of  Mr.  Day,  and  his  will 
had  fully  confirmed  this  belief.  Notwithstanding  the  impro- 
bable accounts  of  the  mother  and  her  witnesses,  he  advised  a 
verdict  for  the  defendant,  which  was  accordingly  found. 

In  a  few  months  after  the  trial,  Mrs.  Rutter  and  her  mother 
came  to  Mr.  Horwood,  the  steward  of  the  Marquis  of  Stafford, 
at  Trentham  Hall,  near  which  they  resided,  and  told  him  that 
what  they  had  sworn  on  the  trial  was  false,  that  they  had 
never  been  happy  since,  and  were  now  desirous  of  confessing 
the  truth.  On  being  carried  before  a  magistrate,  they  re- 
peated this  statement  and  deposed  that  Mrs.  Day  had  pro- 
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miscd  them  money  (which  she  had  not  paid)  if  they  would  tell 
the  story  of  her  being  brought  to  bed  at  Broseley.  The  father 
of  Mrs.  Rutter  also  swore  that  Mrs.  Day  had  urged  him  to 
accompany  his  wife  and  daughter  to  the  assizes  and  confirm 
their  testimony,  which  he  had  refused  to  do,  knowing  it  to  be 
false.  Important  information  was  further  procured  as  to  the 
fomulcs  who  had  obtained  the  cliild  for  Mrs.  Day,  and  also  as 
to  its  actual  mother. 

Mr.  John  Day,  however,  was  so  much  injured  in  his  pro- 
perty, by  the  expenses  of  this  suit,  that  he  was  unable  to 
commence  another,  lie  died  in  1795.  His  son,  being  in  i 
situation  to  incur  the  risk  of  a  new  trial,  instituted  it,  and  the 
case  was  again  brought  to  issue  in  1797.  Mr.  Erskine  wis 
the  leading  counsel  for  him,  while  on  the  other  side  were 
Messrs.  Le  Blanc  and  Garrow,  afterwards  judges.  The  de- 
fendant was  now  a  man  grown,  of  excellent  character,  and 
highly  popular,  so  much  so  that  Mr.  Day,  in  a  subsequent 
publication,  asserts  that  ^Uhe  town  of  Huntingdon,  daring 
the  trial,  more  resembled  the  scene  of  a  contested  electioa 
than  an  assize  town  during  the  solemn  administration  of  jus- 
tice, and  such  was  the  state  of  confusion  in  the  town,  at  the 
time  of  the  trial,  that  I  was  obliged  to  apply  to  the  mayor  to 
order  out  his  constables  to  keep  the  peace,  and  to  enable  me 
to  bring  my  witnesses  into  court." 

In  analyzing  this  second  trial,  I  will  only  notice  such  ad- 
ditional circumstances  a:?  wore  developed  concerning  the  sup- 
posed pregnancy  and  dolivery  of  Mrs.  Day. 

It  was  proved  by  a  rospootablo  witness  that  Mrs.  Day  was 
present  at  a  christening  on  iho  14:h  of  December,  1774;  that 
she  stayed  all  night,  was  in  good  health  and  spirits,  and  had 
no  appearance  of  being  pregnant :  ar.J  yet  she  must  hare  been, 
if  her  account  was  correct,  a:  loa^s^t  seven  months  or  more  id- 
^'ancoil  at  this  time.  It  was  further  sh:»wn  that  she  had 
prosout,  and  st^x>d  godmother  a:  the  baptism  of  Edward, 
of  Williaiu  KidJU\  on  the  i-d  of  January,  1775. 

Ann  Harris  swore  that  she  :r.t^:  a  fe:::ale  at  the  Siafibrd 
luarkot  in  February.  177o.  who  w:<hev.i  her  :o  go  in  quest  of  m 
child :  that  she  accompanied  the  femaie  to  the  house  of  Sank 
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EaUaQder,  who  had  recently  lain  in ;  and  that  Mrs.  Day  had 
tered  money  to  Sarah  if  she  would  Bell  her  child.  This  waa 
ised  by  Sarah,  and  it  may  be  here  added,  that  Sarah  Hol- 
gader  was  subsequently  called  as  a  witness  and  confirmed  the 
rrectnesa  of  this  deposition.  Mrs,  Harris  further  stated  that 
lOther  child  waa  obtained  at  Wolverhampton,  and  retained 
r  Mra,  Day  until  the  mother,  accompanied  by  a  constable, 
elaimed  it.  This  evidence,  also,  was  confirmed  by  the 
ther,  Mary  Rone,  and  the  constable. 
I  Among  the  witnesses  last  called  for  the  plaintiff,  was  Ann 
(okes,  or  Osborne,  alleged  to  be  the  real  mother  of  the  d»- 
nduit.  She  deposed  that  she  had  an  illegitimate  child  bom 
9  Charles  Dutten,  in  the  Birmingham  Workhouse;  that  when 
e  child  was  about  thirteen  or  fourteen  weeks  old,  John  Harris 
tde  an  application  to  her,  on  behalf  of  a  lady,  whom  ehe 
fterwards  identified  as  Mrs.  Day,  for  the  child,  promising  to 
^Te  it  well  brought  up,  and  that  it  would  have  property. 
e  oonsented,  and  gave  up  the  child.  She  never  hoard  of  it 
[ein  until  about  eleven  years  thereafter.  She  was  informed 
f  Mr.  Horwood  that  Mrs.  Day  resided  at  Trentham,  and  a©- 
ingly  repaired  there,  but  was  not  allowed  to  sec  her. 
tout  three  years  afterwards  she  was  more  successful.  She 
r  Mrs.  Day,  who  owned  that  she  had  the  child  from  the 
M,  that  it  had  been  well  taken  care  of,  and  was  now  alive 
1  well.  Mrs.  Day  further  mentioned  that  there  had  been  a 
IrUl  about  the  child. 

Mr.  Garrow,  in  his  or oss-e lamination,  endeavored  to  draw 
Erom  the  witness  an  admission  that  her  life  had  subsequently 
been  a  diaeolute  one,  in  so  far  as  related  to  the  practice  of 
adoltery,  (for  she  had  subsequently  married.)  When  hard 
liceawd,  she  did  not  deny  this,  hut  would  not  give  a  dirrot 
answer,  and  said  she  did  not  come  to  swear  that.  The  fact  of 
ber  interview  with  Mrs.  Day,  and  the  conversation  between 
tbea,  waa  confirmed  by  Elizabeth  Lakin,  Mrs.  Day's  sister, 
wbo  was  with  Mrs.  Day  at  Trentham. 

These  were  the  most  important  facts  in  behalf  of  the  plain- 
tiff.  For  the  defendant,  it  was  urged  by  his  counsel,  that 
MTeral  witnesses  were  now  brought  forward,  who  spoke  of 
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circumstanoes  and  conversations  which  thej  had  neyer  men- 
tioned on  the  trial  in  1784.  The  inference  hinted  at  was,  of 
course,  that  they  might  now  be  bribed. 

Mary  Harding,  then  in  the  service  of  Mrs.  Day,  and  at  that 
time  about  fourteen  years  old,  remembered  the  departure  and 
return  of  Mrs.  Day.  She  was  very  large  when  she  left,  had 
all  the  appearances  of  pregnancy,  and  on  her  return,  the  wit- 
ness swore  positively  that  she  suckled  the  child  for  a  quarter 
of  a  year.  The  witness  acted  at  times  as  a  nurse,  and  was, 
therefore,  positive  on  this  subject.  When  the  child  was  re- 
moved by  Mr.  Bay,  the  mother  manifested  much  grief  and 
distraction  of  mind.  The  testimony  of  Mary  Reed,  another 
house-servant,  was  to  the  same  effect.  ^'  She  had  seen  Mrs. 
Day  suckling  the  child  many  times,  and  had  seen  the  milk 
drop  from  her  breast."  Mr.  Peck,  a  surgeon  and  accoucheur  in 
the  vicinity,  who  had  attended  Mrs.  Day  in  her  first  labor,  de- 
posed that  this  had  been  a  painful  one,  and  that  Mrs.  Day  had 
assigned  this,  among  other  things,  as  a  reason  for  going  to  her 
mother's ;  that  the  subsequent  pregnancy  was  a  frequent  waih 
ject  of  conversation  between  him  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Day,  and 
that  he  had  remarked  to  the  former,  that  ^^  he  had  lost  a  job  by 
Mrs.  Day  going  into  the  country  to  lie  in."  Mr.  Peck  also 
saw  Mrs.  Day  about  two  weeks  after  her  return,  and  saw  the 
child  attempt  to  suck,  ^'  but  I  did  not  see  the  milk ;  I  am  not 
certain  of  that."  Another  female,  however,  swore  positivdy 
that  Mrs.  Day  had  suckled  the  child  in  her  presence,  and 
when  it  was  removed  from  the  breast,  she  saw  the  milk  drop. 

Several  witnesses,  both  male  and  female,  deposed  to  the 
striking  resemblance  between  the  defendant  and  the  late  Mr. 
Day. 

The  jury,  after  a  charge  from  the  judge,  rather  leaning 
toward  the  defendant,  brought  in  a  verdict  for  the  second 
time  in  his  favor. 

It  is  added  by  the  editors,  that  the  defendant  declined  re- 
ceiving the  costs  of  the  trial,  amounting  to  £480,  althou^ 
they  were  tendered  to  him,  accompanied  with  an  assuranoe 
that  as  soon  as  he  should  have  got  the  money,  another  actios 
of  ejectment  would  be  brought.     He  also  refrained  from  claiiii- 
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f  one  hundred  acres  of  land  in  the  possession  of  John  Day, 

though  bis  right  to  them  was  clearly  as  good  as  to  the  other 

teperty.     Finally,  he  proposed  a  compromise,  by  giving  up 

very   property,  which,   after   much   solicitation   by   hia 

(ends,  Mr.  John  Day  reJuctantly  assented  to,  and   thus  a 

r  was  placed  to  all  further  litigation. 

I  It  is  also  stated,  that  some  time  eubsequently  the  defendant 

B  visited  at  hia  house  by  his  reputed  mother,  Mrs.  Osborne. 

^Was  or  was  not  this  a  case  of  J'retended  Pregnancy  and 

lAirrryf    I  incline  to  believe  that  it  was.     The  only  circum- 

mces  (medical)  that  seem  to  militate  against  this  opinion, 

B  ihe  presence  of  milk  in  the  breasts,  and  the  remarkable 

mblance  between  the  supposed  father  and  son.     Yet  both 

BBC  might  actually  exist  without  necessarily  involving  the 

alt  decided  upon  by  the  jury.     We  now  know  that  even 

married  females  have  suckled  children,  and  is  it  not  possible, 

ml  by  constant  irritation,  milk  may  have  been  produced  in 

the  breasts  of  this  female,  who  had  previously  borne  a  living 

child  ?     As  to  the  resemblance,  while  we  readily  allow  that 

this  was  an  extraordinary  fact,  wc  must  also  confess  that  it 

has  often  occurred  in  individuals  born  thousands  of  miles  from 

each  other. 

^^K  Ihe  following  case  was  tried  at  the  Ontario  circuit,  in  the 

^|B|kte  of  New  York,  during  the  year  1840.     An  action  of 

^^Pletment  was  brought  by  the  widow  of  Oscar  F.  C,  against 

^Tro  of  his  brothers,  to  recover  a  large  and  valuable  farm.    She 

claimrd  the  farm  in  fee,  as  the  heir  at  law  of  a  child,  to  which, 

it  ns  alleged,  she  gave  birth  after  the  death  of  her  husband, 

but  which  died  before  the  commencement  of  the  suit,  leaving 

her  entitled,  as  heir,  to  the  whole  inheritance.     The  brothers 

dkimed  ks  heirs  at  law,  admitting  her  right  of  dower,  but  de- 

Ig^g  her  having  given  birth  to  a  child. 

tit  appeared  by  the  testimony,  that  the  plaintiff  was  married 

iJnly,  1835,  to  0.  F.  C,  he  being  then  a  ward  in  chancery, 

■ea  habitual  drunkard ;  that  ho  died  on  the  6th  of  OctobcTi 

|87,  of  delirinm  tremens,  leaving  no  issue  born  during  hii 


£of  the  birth  of  a  posthumous  child,  Dr.  K.,  a  prac- 
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tioing  physician  at  Geneva^  Mrs.  K.,  the  mother  of  the  plain- 
tiff, at  whose  house  she  was,  and  a  sister  of  the  plaintiff^  all 
testified  that  on  the  afternoon  of  the  17th  of  July,  1838,  she 
gave  birth  to  a  female  infant ;  that  they  were  present  and  as- 
sisted at  the  birth ;  that  the  child  lived  about  three  weeks, 
and  then  died,  and  was  interred  in  the  burying-ground  of  the 
C.  family,  on  which  occasion  there  was  a  large  funeral  attend- 
ance, a  funeral  sermon  preached,  and  the  plaintiff's  family 
went  into  mourning.  Mrs.  L.,  a  respectable  female,  and  near 
neighbor  of  that  family,  also  testified  that  she  was  present, 
not  at  the  very  moment  of  the  birth,  but  immediately  there- 
after ;  that  she  saw  all  the  appearances  usually  observable  on 
such  occasions ;  received  the  new-born  infant  from  the  arms  of 
the  physician  as  he  performed  the  last  act  of  separation  from 
the  mother ;  that  she  washed  and  dressed  it  in  the  apparel 
that  had  been  prepared,  and  placed  it  in  the  plaintiff^s  arms, 
she  being  by  that  time  restored  to  her  bed.  Many  witnesses 
testified  that  she  nursed  this  child  as  long  as  its  health  con* 
tinned,  and  when  that  began  to  fail,  the  doctor  procured  a 
puppy  to  supply  its  place  at  the  breast.  Much  proof  was  also 
adduced  of  the  appearance  of  the  widow  for  months  previous 
to  her  confinement. 

For  the  defendants,  it  was  stated  that  the  above  testimony 
was,  in  the  main,  false,  and  that  the  child  was  a  suppositi- 
tious one.  In  support  of  this,  the  following  testimony  was 
adduced. 

A  middle-aged  man  was  called,  who  testified  that  in  1888, 
and  for  several  years  previous,  he  was  the  captain  of  a  canal 
boat,  and  that  a  young  unmarried  woman,  who  was  the  maid 
on  board  his  boat,  was  discovered,  in  the  spring  of  1838,  to 
be  pregnant,  and,  as  he  had  reason  to  believe,  by  himself;  that 
having  a  family,  and  being  desirous  of  concealing  the  trans- 
action, and  at  the  same  time  of  providing  for  her  comfort,  he 
applied  to  a  friend  in  Geneva  to  procure  a  suitable  place  f<ff 
her  during  her  confinement.  This  friend  recommended  him 
to  Dr.  K.,  and  he  accordingly  saw  him.  He  was  asked  by 
Dr.  K.  when  the  child  would  probably  be  born,  and  upon 
being  informed  that  the  birth  might  be  expected  in  the  early 


t  of  July,  he,  the  witness,  was  directed  to  call  again  on 
B  following  day.  He  did  bo,  and  the  doctor  then  asked  him 
B  and  tho  girl  would  be  willing  to  part  with  the  child  after 
^  birth,  provided  it  could  be  well  brought  up  and  inherit  a 
e  property ;  that  the  doctor  knew  of  a  widow,  whose  UuE- 
1  had  recently  died,  and  if  she  could  have  a  child  within 
e  moDtliB  after  his  death,  it  would  get  a  large  estate.  The 
me  &ad  residence  of  the  widow  were  withheld.  The  witness 
ially  consenting  to  the  proposition,  was  requested  to  bring 
\  girl  to  the  doctor's  office,  which  he  did,  and  after  some 
rate  conrersation  between  her  and  the  doctor,  he  left  her 
kre,  under  his  assurance  that  she  woidd  bo  well  pro^'ided 
Not  being  entirely  satisfied  that  all  was  right,  he  called 
^ihe  doctor  some  days  afterwards  and  insisted  upon  being 
ibrmed  where  tho  girl  was ;  that  he  could  obtain  no  inform&- 
B  on  the  subject,  and  thereupon  addressed  a  letter  to  her, 
(closing  some  money,  which  was  placed  in  the  doctor's  hands ; 
that  being  still  dissatisfied,  he  agaia  called  on  the  doctor  a  few 
days  afterwards,  and  threatened  to  expose  him  unless  he  in- 
formed him  where  the  girl  was;  the  doctor  loft  his  office,  and 
after  a  short  absence,  returned  and  directed  him  to  a  neigh- 
boring honse,  which  he  understood  to  be  the  residence  of  old 
Mtb.  K.,  where  he  had  an  interview  with  the  girl,  and  that  he 
did  not  see  her  again  until  the  hitter  part  of  July,  1838.  He 
left  her  with  the  doctor  about  the  middle  of  May.  The  wit- 
new  also  testified,  that  some  time  after  the  girl  was  delivered 
of  a  child,  and  in  the  latter  part  of  July,  or  the  first  of  August, 
in  the  same  year,  he  had  a  conversation  with  the  doctor,  who 
Btateil  to  him  that  the  child  lived  eight  days,  and  that  after 
Hb  death,  he  buried  it  in  the  burying-ground  about  mid- 
night. 

The  female  referred  to  by  the  last  witness  was  next  called, 
tod  testified  to  her  going  to  tho  office  of  Dr.  K.  That  he 
told  ber,  in  a  private  conversation,  that  if  she  would  part  with 
it  as  soon  as  born,  he  could  make  it  heir  to  a  large  property, 
tad  have  it  brought  up  without  any  care  on  her  part.  She 
Hitiier  assented  to,  nor  n^jected  this  proposition.  The  doctor 
I  her  to  the  house  of  Mrs.  K.,  where  she  remained  untQ 


864  DEUYBRY. 

the  17th  of  July,  when  she  gaye  birth  to  a  child,  which 
immediately  taken  out  of  the  room  where  she  was,  by  a  sister 
of  the  plaintiff,  and  that  she  had  not  seen  it  since;  that  the 
doctor,  and  mother,  and  sister  of  the  plaintiff  were  present  mt 
the  birth.  They  had  all  told  her  that  the  child  died  immedi- 
ately after  it  was  born,  and  the  doctor  said  he  had  buried  it 
She  remained  at  Mrs.  K.'s  nine  days  after  the  birth  of  the 
child,  when  she  was  removed  to  a  place  a  few  miles  distant, 
provided  for  her  by  Mrs.  K.  While  at  Mrs.  K.'s,  she  wis 
kept  in  a  room  up  stairs,  without  being  permitted  to  go  into 
the  street,  or  look  out  of  the  window,  or  see  any  person  ex- 
cept the  family.  She  knew  that  the  child  was  bom  alive,  for 
it  cried  twice  before  it  was  taken  out  of  the  room,  and  she 
heard  a  child  cry  every  day  down  stairs,  after  that,  as  long  as 
she  remained,  but  had  not  heard  anything  of  that  kind  pr»> 
viously.  She  was  positive  that  her  child  was  ham  during  A§ 
afternoon  of  the  llth  of  July. 

Several  witnesses  also  deposed  that  they  had  not  observed 
any  enlargement  in  the  plaintiff  until  some  time  in  the  month 
of  May. 

To  rebut  this  testimony.  Dr.  K.  stated  that  he  had  received 
the  last  witness,  at  the  request  of  the  captain,  and  obtained 
board  for  her  at  Mrs.  K.*s,  because  it  was  convenient  to  at* 
tend  her  at  the  same  place  where  he  was  attending  the  plain- 
tiff; that  she  had  a  male  child  there,  and  he  was  present  al 
its  birth;  but  that  it  was  born  on  the  19th  of  July,  two  dajl 
after  the  plaintiff  was  put  to  bed;  that  the  child  died  as  soon 
as  it  was  born,  and  he  took  it  to  his  office  and  put  it  into  a 
jar  of  spirits  to  preserve  it,  but  the  spirits  not  being  strong 
enough,  it  ^^ spoiled.''  The  mother  and  sister  of  the  plaintif 
again  corroborated  the  statement  of  the  doctor  in  all  its  pii^ 
ticulars. 

After  a  full  and  able  argument  by  counsel,  the  case  wai 
committed  to  the  jury,  who,  in  a  few  minutes,  returned  a  ver* 
diet  in  favor  of  the  defendants. 

The  above  narrative  is  taken  from  a  newspaper  report,  b«l 
I  have  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  substantially  correct.  I 
have  been  informed  by  one  of  the  counsel  for  the  defendant^ 
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t  a  BtroDg  point  agfttnst  the  physician  was,  his  inability  to 
mnt  for  the  remaina  of  two  children.  Had  he  been  able 
i  designate  any  place  where  the  second  was  to  be  found, 
irch  would  instantly  have  been  made  for  it. 
■.Conceding  that  the  verdict  was  just,  it  is  easy  to  explain 
r  Mrs.  L.  was  called  exactly  at  the  moment  when  her  tesd* 
toy  would  prove  available. 
kit  is  not  among  the  li^ast  curious  incidents  in  this  case,  that 
I  mother  of  the  child  was  subsequently  well  married,  and 
)a,t  her  husband  was  unaware  of  her  previous  condition,  until 
0  enbpcena  was  served  on  her.  On  being  informed  of  it,  ha 
mted,  and  indeed  insisted,  that  she  should  obey  the  pro- 
B  of  law  and  disclose  the  whole  truth.  The  plaintiff  and 
r  friends  probably  came  into  court  with  the  idea  that  the 
inces  relative  to  the  girl  were  totally  unknown  to  all, 
!pt  themselves  and  the  parties  immediately  concerned,  and 
Me  last,  they  doabtless  supposed,  would  not  be  desirous  of 
■  themselves.  Such  was,  indeed,  the  fact,  and  the 
oenas  were  actually  issued  without  being  aware  of  hofr 
ich  importance  the  testimony  of  the  captain  and  female 
■ight  prove. 

2.  Where  the  pretended  pregnancy  and  delivery  have  been 
preceded  hy  one  or  more  deliveries.  The  facility  of  counter- 
leiting  in  thb  case  is  certainly  greater  than  in  the  former, 
particularly  if  the  examination  he  not  made  within  eight  or 
tea  days.  Attention  should  be  given  to  the  following  circum- 
■taoces:  The  mystery,  if  any,  that  has  been  affected  respect- 
iag  the  situation  of  the  female — her  age,  and  particularly 
whether  she  has  been  previously  barren;  and  the  condition  at 
the  hiwband,  whether  aged  or  decrepid.  All  these  would  be 
cofToborating  evidence  against  the  actual  occurrence  of  d^ 
livery. 

8.    Where  the  female  ha»  been  actually  delivered,  and  tub- 

Hilitt49  a  lioing  for  a  dead  child.     This  cannot  be  elucidated 

I  physical  proofs,  unless  some  persons  have  been  present  at 

^  delivery.     And  in  this,  as  well  as  in  the  former  case,  a 

I  exuninstion  sboald  be  instituted  of  the  witnesses  who 
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have  attended.  Zacchias  and  Mahon*  lay  considerable  stress 
on  the  resemblance  that  may  exist  between  the  parent  and  ihe 
child;  but  this  is  of  little  value. 

It  sometimes  happens  that  the  female  dies  shortly  after  the 
supposed  or  pretended  labor;  and  it  is  necessary  to  examine 
the  body  in  order  to  ascertain  the  truth.  We  are  to  examine 
both  the  uterus  and  its  appendages,  as  it  is  evident  that  the 
former  may  have  been  enlarged  from  causes  independent  of 
actual  pregnancy. 

The  appearances  that  are  considered  to  indicate  delivery, 
are  the  following:  ^^The  uterus  being  found  like  a  large  flat- 
tened pouch,  from  nine  to  twelve  inches  long.  Its  cavity 
contains  coagula  or  a  bloody  fluid,  and  its  surface  is  covered 
by  the  remains  of  a  decidua.f  Often  the  marks  of  the  at- 
tachment of  the  placenta  are  very  visible ;  and  this  part  is  of 
a  dark  color,  so  that  the  uterus  is  thought  to  be  gangrenous 
by  those  who  are  not  aware  of  the  circumstance.  The  surface 
being  cleaned,  the  sound  substance  of  the  womb  is  seen,  and 
the  vessels  are  observed  to  be  extremely  large  and  numerous. 
The  Fallopian  tubes,  round  ligaments,  and  surface  of  the  ovft- 
ria  are  so  vascular  that  they  have  a  purple  color;  and  the 
spot  where  the  ovum  escaped  is  more  vascular  than  the  rest 
of  the  ovarian  surface.  This  state  of  the  uterine  appendages 
continues  until  the  womb  returns  to  its  unimpregnated  state. 
A  week  after  delivery,  the  womb  is  as  large  as  two  fists.  At 
the  end  of  a  fortnight,  it  will  be  found  almost  six  inches  lon^ 
generally  lying  obliquely  to  one  side.  The  inner  surface  is 
still  bloody,  and  covered  partially  with  a  pulpy  substanos, 
like  decidua.  The  muscularity  is  distinct,  and  the  orbicular 
direction  of  the  fibres  round  the  orifice  of  the  tubes  very 
evident.     The  substance  is  whitish.^     The  intestines  have  not 


*  Zacchias,  lib.  i.,  tit.  6,  quest.  4;  and  lib.  viii.,  tit.  2,  quest.  8;  MahoB, 
1,  p.  209. 

f  [A  membrane  resembling  the  decidua  is  sometimes  discharged  in  OSMI 
of  dysmenorrhoea.  This,  as 'well  as  the  true  decidua,  is  now  known  to  bt 
the  mucous  lining  of  the  uterus.  The  discovery  of  a  foetus  or  ohorion,  tuBj 
recognized  by  its  flocculi,  would  proYe  abortion.  The  membrane  alone  proTM 
nothing.— C.  R.  0.] 

X  The  great  degree  to  which  the  uterus  resists  putrefaction  renders  it  pot* 


I  aasamed  the  eatne  order  as  nsn&l,  but  tlie  distended  ceecum 

l^ofWn  more  promiQent  tliaD  the  rest.     It  is  a  raonth,  at 

Iflt,  before  the  uterus  returns  to  its  natural  state;  but  the 

luteri  rarely,  if  ever,  closes  to  tbe  same  degree  aa  in  the 

pn  state."* 

n  the  uterus  which  had  contracted  perfectly,  an  examina- 

I  Yfas  made  on  the  second  day  after  delivery.     It  mea- 

I  eight  inches  in  length  by  four  and  three-quarters  in 

kdth,  and  three  in  the  antero-posterior  diameter.     Its  po- 

a  from  one  inch  five  lines  to  one  inch  in  thickness, 

3  its  internal  surface,  as  well  as  its  appendages,  corresponded 

rthe  description  already  given. 

1  another,  where  tlie  woman  died  sixteen  days  after  mature 

IHirery,  the  uterus  was  five  inchea  two  lines  in  length,  thres 

ihes  eight  lines  in  breadth,  and  its  substance  averaged,  in 

h  body  and  fundus,  from  seven  to  eight  lines  in  thickness, 

wDr.  Montgomery,  from  whom  I  have  taken  these  statements, 

I,  that  at  the  end  of  a  week,  the  uterus  has  a  length  of 

I  five  and  six  inches,  and  after  a  fortnight,  does  not 

hre  inches;  its  vasculai'ity  is  diminished,  and  the  thick- 

•  parietes  reduced  about  one-third-t 

B  of  abortion  or  premature  delivery,  but  of  course 

Sng  on  the  length  of  the  period  of  gestation,  the  uterua 

1  be  found  as  small  in  a  few  days  after  delivery,  as  it  would 

Fthe  end  of  the  same  number  of  weeks  after  parturition  at 

i  full  t«rm. 

John  Hunter  examined  one  of  a  female  who  poisoned  her- 


.mlti»lion  fHtiafactorilj  mnny  weeka,  or  BTen  months 
|uu(0d  in  tlie  Med.  TimeB,  NoTemher,  18SI.)  Bajt  hs 


riU*  lo  make  IliU 
kflcr  dt«lh.     CMpn 

ftnutd  the  uicriu  (un impregnated)  of  n  p&l«-red  coloi 
fcodyuf  »  iromiui  «ha  hud  Inin  for  nine  monlhs  in  a,  priv;,  and  tliv  soft  p&rts 
*V>>ieb  »«re  dropping  trom  the  bones. 

f  Bams'  lilidwirer;,  p.  326.  The  diaaecliooB  of  >fr.  Muyo,  (quoted  in 
B  Hfdiul  RepoBilory,  toI.  eiI.  p.  343.]  &nd  of  Dr.  Heweon,  (Korth 
Mtt  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  toI.  ii.  p.  971,)  of  females  djing 
MI7  after  iteliier;,  eorroborale  the  aboTe  slsieiuent.  In  bolb,  the 
M«»*  nueh  dilated:  being  in  the  former,  wliea  dispoited  in  a  eireular 
t  two  inches  in  diameler.  la  Dr.  IIcwbod'b  case,  the  uterus  WM 
It  tb*  site  of  a  man's  fist. 
I^Sigu  of  Pregnanoj,  pp.  815,  816. 


868  BILITBBT. 

self  about  one  month  after  impregnation.  It  was  liigUy 
cular,  and  covered  on  its  internal  surface  with  a  pulpy  sob- 
stance,  which  was  evidently  coagulated  blood.  The  cervix 
and  OS  uteri  were  natural,  but  the  body  near  the  fundus  wm  i 
little  enlarged.     Nothing  like  an  embryo  could  be  detected.* 

Dr.  Robert  Lee  mentions  the  following  particulars  of  a  do- 
section  in  a  case  two  months  advanced.  The  utems  was  dou- 
ble the  size  of  one  unimpregnated,  and  was  five  inches  longi 
three  and  a  half  in  the  greatest  lateral  direction,  and  two  la 
the  antero-posterior  diameter.f 

In  a  uterus  at  the  sixth  month,  examined  by  Dr.  J.  B.  S. 
Jackson,  of  Boston,  the  long  axis  measured  nine  and  a  half 
inches,  and  transversely,  at  its  broadest  part,  it  was  six  inches. 
It  was,  on  an  average,  three  lines  in  thickness.]; 

In  a  case  that  occurred  to  Dr.  Montgomery,  death  followed 
thirteen  days  after  premature  delivery,  in  the  seventh  monUL 
The  uterus  measured  only  three  inches  nine  lines  in  length,  bj 


*  Transactions,  Society  for  Promoting  Medical  and  Chimrgioal  Knowledgi^ 
▼oL  ii.  p.  66 ;  see  also  Dr.  Robert  Lee  on  the  state  of  the  uteroB  in  the  int 
month  after  conception;  London  Med.  Gazette,  toL  xxxi.  p.  241. 

In  October,  1846, 1  received  the  following  narratiye  from  Dr.  (George  Bmtt 
of  Binghamton,  in  this  State :  On  the  16th,  a  young  female,  aged  twenty,  i 
hired  person,  after  appearing  gloomy  for  some  time,  was  found  drowned  ii 
the  Chenango  canal.  No  marks  of  violence  were  present.  On  dissection,  thi 
uterus  and  its  appendages  were  found  highly  yasoular;  the  left  FaUc^iii 
tube  enlarged,  and  in  the  corresponding  ovarium  a  fissure.  On  opening  thi 
cavity  of  the  uterus,  a  small  vesicular  body  of  the  size  of  an  almond  pt* 
sented  itself,  and  protruded  through  an  incision,  and  this  again  was  attsAtd 
to  the  posterior  portion  of  the  inner  surface  by  a  delicate  vascular  ooBBee- 
lion.  The  vesicle  itself  was  surrounded  by  a  vascular  membrane  iBJeetod 
with  blood.  The  vagina  was  large.  Drs.  Burr  and  Jackson,  the  examiB«% 
gave  it  as  their  opinion,  that  the  above  was  an  ovum,  and  that  the  feoak 
was  in  the  early  stage  of  pregnancy. 

On  the  other  hand,  this  was  disputed,  from  the  former  good  conduct  of  tht 
female,  and  also  from  the  statement  that  some  three  weeks  preyious  appesr- 
ances  of  a  menstrual  discharge  had  certainly  been  noticed.  I  fear  that  tks 
facts  are  too  well  marked  to  countenance  the  latter  beUeH 

f  Medico-Chirurgical  Transactions,  vol.  xvii.  p.  493. 

X  Boston  Med.  Magazine,  vol.  iii.  p.  680.  The  cord  was  11^  inches  lon^ 
The  child,  a  female,  measured  11)  inches,  with  fine  down  on  the  head,  bet 
the  nails  not  formed. 


two  inclies  nine  lines  in  breadth,  and  its  substance  ^ 
six  to  seTcn  lines  in  thickness.* 


*  SigiiB  of  Pregnano;,  p.  31B. 

e  foUoning  meuuremenls  &om  Velpeai 


md  Madame  BoiTio  mnj  be 


MgUi  of  the  unimpregnitted  ulorui  ftrom  tbe  most  salient  point  of  ths 
l^mdua  (o  the  end  of  (he  aaterior  lip  of  llie  neck,  26  lioea,  mud  from  thtl 

iglh  of  Dtei.  13  lineB. 

T>IU,  6  linoa  in  thickbeM. 
Tieal  nilU.  S]  to  4  lioeg,  (2  (o  3,  VelpeBn.) 
IFclgbt,  withanl  appendages,  4-9  drachms.  (Boiiin;)  8  to  12  drachma.  (Tel- 

tdlh  of  neck,  9  J  lines ;  thiokness,  7  lines. 

JJtir  Moral  Pr^/nanet'ei, 

Total  lengtb „ 2)  to  S  inches. 

Lengtli  of  neek » 18  to  113  Uoes. 

Length  of  bod; ^  2  inohes. 

Breadth  of  neek 18  linos. 

Tbieknesa  of  neck 6  to  10  lines, 

Thiekness  of  uterine  walls 6  lines. 

WeigliL IJ  to  2  ounces. 

Telpeau's  Midwifery,  p.  61 ;  Edln.  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  vol.  Iixii. 
p.  310.) 

"The  weight  of  the  uterus,  nt  the  end  of  the  ninth  month.  Tsries  from  one 
■ad  a  half  to  Iwa  pounds,  white  the  unimpregnalcil  iit  nbout  14  dracbnil 
to  weight,  and  that  of  females  who  have  been  several  times  pregnant,  18 
dnehma."  (OrfiU,  Lemons,  Sd  edition,  tdI  i.  p,  249.) 

"TbeTirgia  aleruB,"aB;9  Dr.  MoBtgomer]'.  "is  about  two  and  a  half  incbes 

laog,  one  and  three-fourths  broad,  and  about  an  inch  from  baok  to  (Vont, 

wttb  a  caiity  which  would  not  more  than  receiie  into  it  (he  kernel  of  an 

almond.     According  to  the  csloulmious  of  Lerret,  its  superfices  may  be 

laktm  al  Ifl  inehee,  but  at  the  end  of  the  uinlh  month  of  geEtation,  its  lengtb 

ia  from  1-  lo  14  inches,  its  breadth  fVom  9  to  10,  and  f^om  back  (o  ft^nt 

bum  8  to  9  inches.     Ita  superfices  is  now  eslimaled  at  about  839  inches; 

aad  ill  CBTilf,  which  before  was  equiralenl  to  Ihree-fourths  of  a  cubic  inob, 

will  BOW  contain  408,  so  that  its  oapaoit;  is  Increased  a  liltk  more  than  619 

timea.  and  its  solid  substance  from  4|  to  61  cubic  inohes.  or  nearly  in  lh« 

ratio  Of  12  to  1."    Tbe  blood-icssels  also  increase  in  siie,  while  the  ulerino 

Mnea  have  also  been  noticed  by  Wm.  Hunter,  Chaussier.  Tiedemann,  and 

^^te  ftobcn  Lee,  to  enlarge  during  gestation.     (Signs  of  Pregnancy,  p.  S; 

^HbAob  Med.  Repository,  lol.  iii.  p.  IfiT ;  Edinburgh  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour- 

^^K'Wl.  Ivl  p.  2C8  ;  London  Med.  Qaielle.  vol.  xizi.  p.  465.) 

^^^Qt,  aeoording  lo  Mr.  Snow  Beck,  (Phtl.  Traos.  184S,)  it  is  doubtful 

■Wkcr  the  Dcrres  increase  in  riie  durinj;  pregnancy.     Briquet  haa  eon- 

bmad  tlie  opinion  aa  lo  ilie  Increase  in  diameter  of  the  arteries,  and  adds 
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As  I  am  on  the  appearances  fonnd  after  death,  I  may  hmh 
tion  that  Ghaussier  and  others  have,  in  a  nomber  of  casc^ 
noticed  a  peculiar  degree  of  thinning  in  the  centre  of  tlie 
osseous  plates  of  the  hones  of  the  ilium,  as  an  indication  of 
having  borne  children.  (Dr.  Granville,  in  Brande's  Journal, 
vol.  XX.  p.  341.)  Mr.  Brookes,  the  celebrated  anatomist,  re- 
marked in  a  lecture  before  the  London  Zoological  Sodetj, 
that  ^^an  anatomist  could  always  tell,  by  the  thinness  of  tiie 
ossa  ilii,  if  the  woman  had  ever  been  pregnant;  and  ascribed 
this  to  the  pressure  of  the  uterus  producing  absorption  of  tlwir 
internal  structure."     (Lancet,  vol.  xii.  p.  188.)* 

To  these  it  has  been  customary  to  add,  with  great  confi- 
dence, the  presence  of  a  corpus  luteum  in  the  ovariunL  Ai 
we  shall  have  frequent  occasion  to  refer  to  this  peculiar  body, 
it  may  be  proper  briefly  to  describe  what  is  understood  by  it 
The  corpora  lutea  are  oblong  glandular  bodies,  of  a  dnskj- 
yellow  color. f  In  the  early  stages  of  pregnancy,  and  fcr 
some  time  after  delivery,  they  are  extremely  vascolar,  except 


that  they  acquire  an  increased  elongation,  which  renders  them  tortaoa%iii 
that  this  helicine  or  spiral  disposition  once  produced,  is  retained  erer  tfis 
during  Ufe.  It  is  only  (he  says)  produced  by  pregnancy.  (Edinbur^  Uti 
and  Surg.  Journal,  vol.  Ivi.  p.  289.) 

*  For  Rokitansky  and  Ducrest's  statement  of  an  ossifio  product  os  tit 
internal  surface  of  the  cranium  in  puerperal  females,  see  British  and  Fon^pi 
Med.  Review,  toI.  xix.  p.  298. 

f  It  should  be  understood  that  there  is  considerable  diyersitj  of  opiiiol 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  these  bodies  are  formed.  It  is  supposed — 1.  TUt 
it  is  by  the  thickening  of  the  inner  membrane  of  the  Graafian  resiels  thii 
the  corpus  luteum  is  formed.  This  is  the  doctrine  of  Professor  Baer.  2.  Dr. 
Montgomery  considers  that  it  is  formed  by  and  inclosed  between  the  tvo 
membraneous  coYerings  of  the  yeside.  8.  Dr.  Robert  Lee  denies  each  sf 
these,  and  asserts  it  to  be  formed  around  the  outer  surface  of  both 
coats  of  the  Graafian  vesicle,  and  that  the  stroma  of  the  oyarium  is  in  ii 
diate  contact  with  the  external  surface  of  the  yellow  matter.  Dr. 
from  his  examinations,  would  seem  to  show  that  the  second  is  the  comot 
doctrine,  **  a  lymphy  deposit  between  the  layers  of  the  Graafian  ycsids.** 
Dr.  Patterson's  papers  are  contained  in  volumes  liii.,  liv.,.  and  It.  of  the 
Edinburgh  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  and  the  reader  will  find  Dr.  Let*ii 
and  a  discussion  between  him  and  Dr.  Patterson,  in  London  Medioal  GassttSi 
voL  xxxi. 

See  also  T.  Wharton  Jones,  in  London  Medical  Oatette,  toL  zzxiii.  p.4GQ, 
who  coincides  with  Dr.  Lee;  Dr.  Knox,  in  ibid.|  p.  605. 


I  their  centre,  which  is  whitish;  and  in  the  middle  of  this 
■ite  part  is  a  cavity  from  which  the  impregnated  ovum  is 
^osed  to  have  proceeded.  They  gradually  fade  and  wither, 
t  there  is  no  regnlarity  as  to  the  time  of  their  dieappear- 

From  the  experiments  of  De  Graaf  and  Haighton,  it  seemed 
fehe  decidedly  eBtablitthcd,  that  their  existence  was  a  certain 
GcattoQ  of  previous  impregnation;  and  such  was  the  gene- 
I  belief  of  the  profession. 

)  EubJGct  was  very  fully  considered  in  the  celebrated 

!  trial,  an  abstract  of  which  will  give  a  very  good  ide» 

of  the  state  of  medical  opinion  at  the  time  of  the  trial,  A.D. 

1808. 

Charles  Angus,  Esq.,  of  Liverpool,   waa,  in  September, 

Ei8,  tried  at  Lancaster  for  the  murder  of  Miag  Burns,  a  fe- 
«  residing  in  his  house.     The  symptoms  previous  to  her 
th,  and  the  appearances  observed  on  dissection,  were  such 
as  to  warrant  a  suspicion  that  she  Aras  poisoned.     The  medi- 
cal .esamioerB  also  found  the  uterine  organs  in  such  a  state  as 
^jto  lead  them  to  declare  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  deceased  had 
^■md  delivered,  a  short  time  before  her  death,  of  a  fa:tua, 
^^Koch  had  nearly  arrived  at  maturity.     Accordingly,  on  the 
^^ml,  the  medico-legal  questions  agitated  were — 1.  Whether 
Hiss  Barns  had  died  from  the  effects  of  poison?    2.  Whether 
$ke  had  been  delivered  of  a  child  recently  before  her  death  ?t 
I  shall  notice  the  first  question  in  its  proper  place,  and  here 
cotiGuG  myself  to  the  second. 

The  Uttivwvy  regpeeting  her  tituation,  while  living,  was  so 
oontredictory,  that  nothing  satisfactory  could  be  drawn  from 
tlw  conflicting  statements. 


*  Dr.  MoDlfomcT7  foand  tlie  corpus  luleiin  diBlincil;  Tiaibln  fiie  monlhs 
»tUa  dsUoerj  al  full  term,  but  not  lunger.  Id  a  case  of  <1ealh  live  wekg 
tflw  diliverj,  it  was  diminiElied  to  one-baLf,  Dr.  R,  Leo  (London  Medical 
^^Jmttt*,  ToL  nil.  p.  606,)  mjb  it  diiappenrs  id  Ihroe  laoiilhe,  except  tl)« 
^^Hviaal  ointrli.  Meckel  aBserleil  tbat  il  woa  Tjeible  nt  least  iwelie  montha. 
^^Hpl  dlacrapojiej  dvpendg,  doubUeBe.  ou  eome  KriterB  coafounding  Lb«  ex- 
^^H|nl  «iDBtris  with  the  true  corpus  luieum.   (De  Graaf  and  Haigbtoo.) 

f  Mr.  Angus  was  indicled  on  two  oounla^l.  Far  poisoning  Mias  Bumi, 
i.  For  iiliiiiaiateriDg  poiaon  (oil  of  saTiae]  in  order  to  procure  an  aborlicn- 
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The  appearances  on  dissection.  The  uterns  was  found  so 
enlarged  as  to  be  capable  of  containing  nearly  a  quart  of  fluid. 
Before  it  was  removed  from  the  body,  Mr.  Hay,  the  surgeoiiy 
placed  his  left  hand  upon  the  fundus  uteri,  and  introduced  his 
right  hand  with  the  greatest  ease  into  it,  until  the  fingers  of 
his  right  hand  could  be  felt  by  those  of  the  left  through  the 
fundus.  The  uterus  being  taken  out  of  the  body,  an  incision 
was  made  along  its  whole  length,  and  its  cavity  laid  open.  The 
whole  internal  surface  was  bloody,  and  near  the  fundus  there 
was  a  well-defined  circular  space  of  a  deeper  color  than  the 
rest,  and  about  four  inches  and  a  half  in  diameter.  This 
space  was  rough  and  ragged,  and  a  small  fragment  of  what 
appeared  to  be  the  placenta  still  adhered  to  it ;  and  the  blood- 
vessels opening  upon  it  were  distinctly  visible,  and  as  large 
as  a  crow-quill,  while  every  other  part  of  the  internal  surfiuse 
was  smooth.  The  walls  of  the  uterus  were  about  half  an 
inch  in  thickness.  There  was  no  coagulum  in  it.  The  os 
uteri  remained  in  so  dilated  a  state  that  the  four  fingers  of  a 
hand,  drawn  together  in  the  form  of  a  cone,  would  pass  throu^^ 
without  in  the  slightest  degree  distending  it.  Vagina  ipsa 
admodum  dilatata.  Labia  ejus  fuerunt  livida ;  et  undiqiu 
sanguine  fcedata. 

The  medical  witnesses  for  the  crown,  Drs.  Gerard,  Rutter, 
and  Bostock,  and  Mr.  Hay,  considered  these  appearances  as 
conclusive  in  favor  of  her  recent  delivery;  and  they  remaik, 
that  the  enlargement  of  the  uterine  vessels  within  the  bounda- 
ries of  the  placental  mark,  and  the  mark  itself,  were  to  them 
decisive ;  that  mere  enlargement  of  the  cavity  of  the  uterus, 
and  dilatation  of  the  os  uteri,  and  even  hemorrhage,  mig^ 
have  been  occasioned  by  other  causes  than  pregnancy,  as  bj 
dropsy;  but  hydatids  would  not  occasion  that  mark,  nor  ex- 
plain the  extraordinary  enlargement  and  dilatation  of  the 
uterine  vessels  within  that  mark. 

On  the  trial,  however.  Dr.  Carson,  of  Liverpool,  being  ex- 
amined as  a  witness,  objected  to  the  above  conclusions,  fo 
several  reasons.  The  great  dilated  state  of  the  iUerus  wis 
such,  according  to  him,  that  if  the  mother  had  parted  with  a 
placenta^  she  must  either  have  flooded  to  death,  or  the  womb 


must  have  been  gorged  with  coagulated  blood.  To  this  opinton, 
the  teatimony  of  Sir  Charles  M.  Clarke,  lecturer  on  midwifery 
in  London,  to  whom  the  uterua  was  shown  after  the  trial,  may 
be  opposed.  "I  have  seen,"  says  he,  "uteri  after  the  death 
of  patients  lately  delivered,  in  whf>m,  however,  there  was  no 
hemorrhage,  which  have  been  contracted  in  no  greater  degree 
than  the  uterus  which  is  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Hay."  Be- 
sides, it  is  evident  that  the  uterus  bad  contracted,  and  waa 
not  at  its  maximum  of  dilatation;  for  if  it  could  not  con- 
tain more  than  a  quart  of  fluid,  it  certainly  could  not,  in 
that  state,  have  contained  a  fcctus  with  its  placenta  and  mem- 
branes. 

Dr.  Carson  next  intimated  that  the  appearances,  which  were 
supposed  to  indicate  the  recent  expulsion  of  a  foetus,  might  he 
explained  on  the  supposition  that  dropsif  or  hydatids  was  the 
disease  under  which  Miss  Burns  labored.  These  hydatids,  he 
observed,  arc  attached  by  pedicnli  to  the  internal  surface  of 
the  womb,  and  the  action  necessary  to  expel  them  would 
cause  a  dilatation  of  the  os  uteri.  He  supposed  also,  that  the 
vessels  nourishing  the  hydatids  might  be  so  much  smaller 
than  those  nourishing  a  foetus,  that  in  a  state  of  undue  dila- 
tation a  flooding  might  not  take  place  on  their  expulsion. 
When  pressed  with  respect  to  the  placental  mark,  be  replied, 
that  the  attachment  of  these  dropsical  hydatids  might  have 
eattsed  it. 

PI  have  already  adverted  to  this  subject  in  a  previous  chap- 
I  will  add,  that  Dr.  Baillie  never  saw  an  example  of 
tatids  of  the  uterus;*  and  Dr.  Denman,  although  he  admits 
Ibeir  occasional  occurrence,  yet  observes,  that  the  other  spe- 
cies is  what  is  generally  observed.  A  MS.  extract  from  notes 
of  Dr.  William  Hunter's  lectures  on  the  gravid  uterus,  deli- 
1  1765,  gives  the  most  minute  account  of  these  extraor- 
f  productions.  "  I  have  seen,"  says  be,  "a  placenta  in 
p  fourth  month,  all  degenerating  iato  hydatids.  There  are 
H  kinds :  one,  where  the  little  hydatids  are  distinct  and  de- 
(hed;  the  other,  where  they  hang  together  in  strings,  like 
bchee  of  currants.     This  last  sort  is  the  most  common  in 


*  Morbid  Anilomy,  8d  edition,  p.  870. 


864  BILXYHBY. 

the  uteruB.  Thej  are  most  common  in  the  placenta,  bat  they 
may  be  in  other  parts  of  the  uterus.  Sometimes  there  are 
vast  heaps  of  them  in  the  cavity  of  the  uterus,  and  no  remaioB 
of  the  placenta.  I  ventured,  from  seeing  hydatids  coming 
away  from  the  uterus,  to  say  that  the  woman  was  with  child, 
because  they  most  commonly  attend  the  placenta.  I  have 
seen  pails  full  of  hydatids  come  away  from  the  uterus,  with 
pains,  the  placenta  and  foetus  being  thus  converted." 

There  is  little  doubt  but  that  the  hydatids  generally  hang 
together  like  a  bunch  of  currants,  and  are  imited  by  a  com- 
mon peduncle  or  footstalk.  Should,  however,  the  reverse  be 
considered  probable,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  where  the  hyda- 
tids could  have  been  placed,  as  in  this  case,  when  the  bases  of 
the  common  footstalks  alone  extended  over  a  space  of  four 
inches  and  a  half  in  diameter.  Three  cases  are  related  by 
Dr.  Bostock,  to  whom  they  were  communicated  by  Mr.  Ken- 
drick,  surgeon  at  Warrington,  of  the  disease  under  considera- 
tion, and  in  each  of  them  the  medium  of  attachment  to  the 
uterus  was  a  placenta  about  the  size  of  half  a  crown,  I  will 
repeat  again  in  this  place,  what  I  have  before  endeavored  to 
prove,  by  a  reference  to  the  best  authorities,  that  there  is  no 
case  on  record  where  hydatids  of  the  uterus  have  been  formed 
independent  of  sexual  connection;*  and  again,  should  there 
be  such  a  case,  were  the  parietes  of  the  uterus  increased,  or 
the  OS  uteri  enlarged,  as  in  this  instance  ? 

The  difference  of  opinion  that  was  thus  expressed  by  the 
medical  witnesses,  not  only  on  this  question,  whether  Wm 
Bums  had  been  recently  delivered,  but  also  on  the  main  accu- 
sation of  poisoning,  led  to  an  acquittal.  But  I  believe  few 
can  review  this  case,  and  not  come  to  the  conclusion  that  she 
had  really  been  pregnant.  The  charge  of  infanticide  does 
not  appear  to  have  been  made,  and  of  course  ought  not,  with- 
out the  previous  finding  of  an  infant ;  but  in  everything  that 
relates  to  the  verifying  of  sexual  connection  and  its  conse- 
quences, and  which  in  this  instance  must  have  been  criminal, 
the  proof  seems  to  be  complete.  Even  hydatids,  as  we  have 
sufficiently  shown,  are  to  be  considered  as  the  unquestionable 

*  Pagw  808»  809. 


b  Jicattons  of  impregnation.  If  pr«Bent  in  this  instance,  they 
should  have  been  produced,  or  at  least  Been  by  some  medical 
person. 

It  was  not  until  after  the  trial,  that  the  ovaria  were  exa- 
mined. They  were  then  divided  in  the  presence  of  a  number 
of  physicians,  and  a,  corpus  luteum  distinctly  perceived  in  one 
of  them.  Mr.  Hay  took  tlio  uterus  and  it3  appendages  to  Lon- 
don, and  showed  it  to  the  most  eminent  practitioners  there. 
He  received  certificates  from  Drs.  Dcnman  and  Haighton, 
Messrs.  Henry  Cline,  Charles  M.  Clarke,  Astley  Cooper,  and 
Abernethy,  all  stating  that  it  exhibited  appearances  that  could 
alono  be  explained  on  the  idea  of  an  advanced  state  of  preg- 
nancy. And  it  appears  to  have  been  universally  allowed, 
that  the  discovery  of  the  corpus  luteum  proved  the  fact 
beyond  a  doubt.* 

Subsequently,  however,  to  this  time.  Sir  Everard  Home  in- 
vestigateil  the  subject,  and  finding  what  he  supposed  true  cor- 
pora lutea  in  several  persons  in  whom  the  presence  of  the 
hymen  forbade  the  idea  of  Impregnntion,  and  also  email  cavi- 
ties from  which  ova  had  apparently  passed  out,  asserted  that 
thry  might  be  produced  by  excited  passion.  Elumenbach  ia 
nipposed  to  have  been  the  first  who  decidedly  ascertained  that 
under  certain  circumstances  corpora  lutea  might  be  produced 
without  sexual  intercourse,  unless,  with  Dr.  Patterson,  WA 
refer  the  idea  to  Malpighi,  in  1686, 
^-fThe  results  of  the  researches  of  BischofF,  Pouchet,  Lee, 

1  others,   have   so  completely  revolutionized   professional 

oioD  on  the  whole  subject  of  corpora  Iiitea,  that  the  notions 

promulgated    have   now  only  a  historic  interest.     A 

P  Tb«  fkola  rrom  irliich  the  abOTe  caat  bsB  been  prcparetl,  &re  drawn  from 
w  of  the  Irial  af  Mr,  Angus,  and  tbo  patiipIiUls  lo  whioh  it  gavo  rise, 
tit  tbo  Eilinbargh  lledtcsl  and  Surgiol  Jouroal.  vol.  t,  p.  22Q;  also  % 
ptnipMet.  eDiitled  "A  TiDdicatian  of  the  opininns  delivered  in  eiideiice  bj 
ibe  [DcdSeal  wilneBses  Tor  the  crown,  on  a  late  trial  it  LiLacB«ter  for  murder ; 
Livcriniil,  1808."  This  msstcrlj  production  la  from  Iho  pen  of  Dr.  Kuller, 
Uwhom  I  ntoBl  apoiogiie  for  baying  at Iribu ted  St  la  aaothcr.  The  ijuatalioa 
IV«n  t>r.  Hunter'!  Lecturca,  and  the  csaes  of  -Mr.  Kendrioli,  are  taken  from 
iL  I  am  also  indebted  for  aome  hints  to  Ibe  London  Medical  and  rbystcol 
nal;  toI.  zii-,  and  the  Edinburgh  Annual  Begigter,  toI.  i.  part  2,  p.  IS?. 
D  IhU  place,  that  a  rude  but  iniiruetive  plsle  of  hydatids,  formed 
b  baaofae*  of  oarranit,  b  contaiaed  ia  Stalpart,  toL  i.  p.  302. 
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very  brief  abstract  of  these  notions,  with  referenoea  to  the 
works  where  details  can  be  found,  seems  all  that  is  necessaij. 
C.  R.  G.J 

Blundell  speaks  of  two  kinds  of  bodies  found  in  theorarieB: 
one  fabiform,  the  other  spheroid;  the  former  true  corpora 
lutea  (from  impregnation,)  the  latter,  though  they  may  resoU 
from  impregnation,  appear  rather  the  consequence  of  disease. 
The  former,  fabiform  with  an  asterical  cavity,  yellow  color,  ai 
large  as  a  pea,  or  larger,  may,  in  the  present  state  of  oar 
knowledge,  be  considered  presumptive  proof  of  impregnatioiL 
To  even  this  qualified  opinion.  Dr.  B.  adds  a  caution  to  juron 
not  to  give  too  much  weight  to  this  evidence  when  life  la  at 
stake.* 

Sir  E.  Home  supposed  that  impregnation  was  neceBsaiyto 
the  expulsion  of  the  ova;  and  Mr.  Stanley  doubts  whetha 
the  effect  of  excitement  can  go  further  than  to  cause  a  rupture 
of  the  vesicle  and  the  formation  of  a  corpus  luteum.  [We 
now  know  that  sexual  excitement  has  nothing  to  do  with  this 
process. — C.  B.  G.]  Montgomery  was,  perhaps,  the  first  who 
pointed  out  clearly  the  true  characteristics  of  the  corpus  h- 
teum  of  impregnation,  and  thus  taught  us  to  distinguish  it 
from  those  products  of  disease  (degenerated  Graafian  yesides, 
etc.,)  with  which  it  had,  till  he  wrote,  been  so  often  coa- 
founded.t     [These  characteristics  are  so  fully  given  in  the 

*  Blundell's  Lectures,  Lancet,  N.  8.,  toI.  Iy.  p.  229 ;  Medico-Chimrgieil 
Transactions,  toI.  x.  p.  268.  Dr.  B.  divided  the  uterus  in  rabbits,  and  aUoved 
it  to  heal,  so  that  at  the  line  of  diyision  the  canal  of  the  uterus  became  that 
up ;  in  other  instances,  he  made  an  incision  through  the  vagina.  The  rab- 
bits admitted  the  male.  In  both  cases  the  wombs  were  evolved;  corpon 
lutea  were  formed,  but  no  foetuses.  (Lectures,  ibid.,  voL  iiL  p.  258.) 

Dr.  John  K.  Mitchell,  in  his  experiments  on  rabbits,  obtained  similar  re- 
sults, although  he  suggests  the  possibility  of  corpora  lutea  being  a  proof  of 
intercourse  merely.  (Chapman's  Journal,  N.  S.,  vol.  t.  256.) 

See  also  Dr.  Robert  Knox's  papers  on  the  history  of  the  corpus  lotewn,  in 
Lancet,  N.  S.,  vol.  xxvi.  p.  226,  and  London  Med.  Gazette,  toL  xxxv. 

f  [To  show  the  exceedingly  loose  way  in  which  the  name  corpoa  lateom 
has  been  applied  to  any  and  every  change  in  the  ovaries,  it  is  only  neces- 
sary to  say  that  Dunlop,  in  his  notes  to  the  second  edition  of  Beck's  Medietl 
Jurisprudence,  says  he  found  numerous  corpora  lutea  in  the  OTaries  of  a 
child  of  five  years ;  when,  as  Montgomery  well  remarks,  one  oorpof  loteoa 
is  as  large  or  larger  than  the  whole  oyary  of  a  child  of  fiye  years.  Another 
writer  speaks  of  true  corpora  lutea  the  me  <^  a  mmtard-^eid, — C.  R.  G.] 


^er  of  Prof.  Dalton,  appended  to  this  section,  that  it  seems 
meccgsary  to  repeat  them  in  this  place. — C.  R,  G.] 
■It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add,  that  Dr.  Montgomery  is  a 
I  believer  in  t)ie  presence  of  a  true  corpus  luteam  being 
lof  of  conception. 

8ach  was  the  prevailing  diversity  of  opinion,  at  the  time 

KD  the  last  edition  of  this  work  was  published.     I  have 

r  to  add,  that  since  that  time  a  great  change  has  occurred, 

1  it  would  seem  to  be  quite  generally  although  not  uni- 

illy  conceded  that  the  appearance  which  we  have  been 

isidering  may  occur  during  the  period  of  menstruation, 

lependent  of  sexual  connootion.     I  have  referred  below  to 

plications  on  this  subject,  and  will  only  quote  the  obser- 

FntioDS  of  the  Edin.  Med.  and  Surg,  Journ.,  (vol.  Ixi.  p.  493,) 

m  its  analysis  of  the  work  of  M.   Kaciborski.     "They  (the 

cases  given)  fully  bear  out  M.  Baciborski  in  the  view  he  had 

adopted,  vii.,  that  in  uniparous  animals  one  ovum,  and  in  mul- 

tiparous  animals  several  ova,  are  developed  every  time  the 

animal  comes  into  boat,  and  are  thrown  off  in<lepoQ<lently 

^Altogether  of  the  animal  having  access  to  the  moJc;  thiit  the 

^■Me  occurs  in  women  every  time  they  menstruate;  that  Graa- 

HpH  Tosicles,  therofore,  are  to  be  found  in  the  ovary  whenever 

^me  animal  is  at  the  rutting  season,  or  when  women  are  men- 

BtruaUng,  and  that  corpora  lutea  follow  the  bursting  of  the 

vesiclca  in  every  ease.     Neither  the  presence  of  corpora  lutea, 

n&r  of  Qraafian  vestclet  in  the  ovaries,  are  therefore  any  proof 

»f  the  lota  of  virginiti/y  or  of  a  female  having  had  accett  to 

the  male.     Nothing  but  the  presence  of  a  fecundated  ovum  in 

tie  uierun  can  prove  this,"* 


■  B*eibonki  on  tlie  periodical  deposit  of  ota,  by  womeD.  &Dd  Cbe  femtlei 

tlia.     Medioo-Chitargical  ReTiow,  toI.  iixTJii.  p.  60.     Gird- 

I,  in  UncM,  N.  S.,  vol.  xixi.  p,  826.     Dr.  rower,  in  London  Med.  Gii., 

I  XXti*.  pp.  109,  217.     Dr.  Patteraoa'g  paper,  a»  alre»dy  quoted.     There 

h  ^pule  u  to  the  originulitj  of  tbo  idea.     In  England,  it  is  claimed 

fTcma  and  for  Girdwnod.  and  in  Franco,  Ihe  mailer  is  in  doubt  between 

n  and  S»prier.     See  also  a  pnper  by  Mr.  Qirdwood,  on  menBlmatlon 

oDcurrtnee  in  animila.      Lancet,   December  Tth  and   14th.  1B44. 

I  obienttliont,  in  Medico-Chirurg.  Reyiew.  toI.  i1i».  p.  208,  Dr. 

*■  papan.    Basiborstti,  in  Bulletin,  do  I'Academie  Royale  de  Mddecine, 
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[The  value  of  the  corpus  latenm  as  a  sign  of  pregnancy,  or 
of  recent  delivery,  depends  upon  certain  peculiarities  of  its 
growth  and  structure,  which  are  induced  by  the  process  of 
gestation  taking  place  in  the  uterus.  It  will  be  necessaryi 
therefore,  in  order  to  place  these  peculiarities  in  their  true 
light,  to  describe  first  the  structure,  growth,  and  disappear* 
ance  of  the  corpus  luteum  as  connected  with  ordinary  men- 
struation; and  secondly,  the  history  of  the  same  body  as  con- 
nected with  pregnancy.  In  the  first  case,  it  is  called  the 
corpus  luteum  of  menstruation;  in  the  second,  the  corpus 
luteum  of  pregnancy. 

Corpus  luteum  of  menstruation.  At  each  menstrual  period 
in  the  human  female,  one  of  the  ova  contained  in  the  Graafian 
vesicles  of  the  ovary  arrives  at  maturity  and  becomes  ready 
for  impregnation.  At  the  same  time  the  Graafian  vesicle  in 
which  it  is  contained  becomes  congested,  is  distended  by  an 
unusual  accumulation  of  serous  fluid  in  its  cavity,  and  pro- 
trudes from  the  surface  of  the  ovary  so  as  to  form  a  rounded, 
bulging,  tense,  fluctuating  prominence.  At  some  period  during 
the  menstrual  flow,  probably  in  most  instances  toward  its  ter- 
mination, the  Graafian  vesicle  ruptures,  discharges  its  ovum, 
and  becomes  filled  with  blood.  Usually,  this  process  takes 
place  in  only  one  Graafian  vesicle  at  a  time.  Occasionally, 
however,  it  happens  in  two,  and  rarely  in  three,  at  the  same 
menstrual  period. 

If  the  ovary,  therefore,  be  examined  immediately  after  the 
termination  of  the  menstrual  flow,  it  will  be  found  that  one  of 
its  Graafian  vesicles  presents,  at  its  most  prominent  point,  a 
minute  lacerated  opening ;  and  that  its  cavity  is  filled  with  a 
dark-colored,  soft,  gelatinous,  bloody  coagulum.  The  internal 
surface  of  the  Graafian  vesicle  is,  at  this  time,  red  and  vascu- 
lar, but  quite  smooth,  and  the  contained  coagulum  lies  per- 
fectly loose  in  its  cavity,  and  may  be  easily  lifted  out  with  the 

Tol.  X.  p.  114;  Dr.  William  Dayidson,  in  London  and  Edin.  Monthly  HedL 
Journal,  vol.  i.  p.  871. 

With  these  should  be  consulted,  Dr.  Robert  Knox,  in  London  Med.  Gaxette, 
Tol.  xxxiii.  p.  871;  Dr.  Charles  Bell,  in  Edinburgh  Med.  and  Sarg.  Jour- 
nal, ToL  Ixii.  p.  820;  and  a  review  of  the  subject  by  Mr.  Paget,  in  Britiib 
and  Foreign  Medical  Review,  voL  xvii.  p.  217 ;  also,  T.  Wharton  JoneSi  ia 
London  Med.  Qasotte,  vol  xxxiv.  p.  626. 


ftndle  of  a  scalpel.  This  ruptured  Graafian  vesicle,  with  its 
totainod  clot,  is  then  gradually  converted  into  the  corpus 
tteum  hj  a  process  which  consists  principally  of  the  two 
lUowing  changes:  First,  the  wall  of  the  Graafian  vesicle 
ecomes  thickened  and  convoluted ;  secondly,  the  clot  becomea 
bndensed  and  decolorized. 

The  hypertrophy  of  the  wall  of  the  Graafian  vesicle  com* 
kences  almost  immediately  after  its  rupture.  The  wall  is  at 
Ae  same  time  folded  upon  itself  so  as  to  present  convolutiotu 
le  those  of  the  brain.  The  blood  which  has  been  effused 
ito  the  cavity  of  the  vesicle  separates,  like  any  other  extra- 
eated  blood,  into  clot  and  scrum;  and  the  serum,  as  it 
Eodes  from  the  clot,  ia  absorbed,  so  that  the  clot  growa 
uUer  and  denser  than  at  first,  at  the  same  time  that  it  bo- 
imes  paler.  The  rapid  hypertrophy  of  the  wall  of  the  vesi* 
e,  however,  more  than  compensates  for  the  diminished  size 
'the  clot;  and  the  corpus  luteum  thus  produced  continues 
I  development  for  a  period  of  three  weeks.  At  the  eud  of 
ree  weeks,  it  forms  a  softish,  projecting,  bean-shaped  tumor, 
w-half  to  three-quarters  of  an  inch  in  diameter.  The  cen- 
il  clot  is  tolerably  firm,  and  partially  decolorized  by  absorp- 
m.  The  convoluted  wall  is  about  one-eighth  of  an  inctl 
ick  at  the  deepest  part,  and  is  of  a  pale,  indefinite,  yellow- 
k-red  hue. 

After  this  time  the  corpus  luteum  begins  to  become  atro- 

lied.     Both  the  wall  and  the  clot  diminish  in  size  during  the 

SMtrth  week,  and  the  convoluted  wall  at  the  same  time  changes 

ito  oolor  to  a  bright  chrome  yellow,  owing  to  a  fatty  deposit 

irhioh  takes  place  tn  its  tissue;   so  that  at  the  end  of  four 

weeks,  the  corpus  luteum  is  not  more  than  three-eight  lis  of  as 

iBeh  in  diameter,  and  consists  of  a  thin,  bright-yellow  exter- 

wall,  with  a  condensed,  radiating,  cicatrix-Iike,  reddish, 

itral  coagulum.     Subsequently,  the  whole  structure  rapidly 

imsbes  in  size,  and  its  different  parts  become  confounded 

each  other  and  with  the  neighboring  ovarian  tissue.     It 

ij  bUU  be  found,  however,  by  careful  search  at  the  end  of 

seven,  or  even  eight  weeks.    It  then  disappears  altogether, 

iTing  no  trace  by  which  its  previous   situation  could  be 

ignized. 
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Corpus  luteum  of  fregnaney.  If  impregiiAtion  oocorti  die 
corpus  luteum  is  not  only  produced  in  the  same  manner  ai 
above  described,  and  carried  through  the  same  oourae  of 
growth  during  the  first  three  weeks,  but  after  that  time  it 
continues  to  be  developed  and  increases  in  sise,  bo  thai  at  tht 
beginning  of  the  third  month  it  measures  about  8even-ei|^iflif 
of  an  inch  in  its  long  diameter.  At  this  time  the  ocmvofaitod 
wall  is  of  a  clear  yellow  color,  but  the  contained  clot  has  be- 
come entirely  pale  and  fibrinous  in  appearance.  The  corp« 
luteum  remains  of  about  the  same  size  during  the  third,  fourthi 
fifth,  and  sixth  months ;  after  which  it  slowly  diminishes.  Hm 
bright  color  of  its  external  wall  fades  into  a  doll,  indefinita^ 
slightly  yellowish  hue,  and  the  central  clot  beoomea  denser  in 
consistency,  and  more  and  more  adherent  to  the  external  waD 
and  entangled  with  its  convolutions,  so  that  it  is  at  last  diffi- 
cult or  impossible  to  separate  them.  After  delivery,  it  dimi- 
nishes rapidly,  and  at  the  end  of  eight  or  nine  weeks  hu 
become  atrophied  to  such  an  extent  that  it  is  recognised  only 
with  difficulty. 

The  following  table  contains,  in  a  brief  form,  the  characten 
of  the  corpus  luteum  as  belonging  to  the  two  dififerent  condi- 
tions of  menstruation  and  pregnancy,  corresponding  with  dif- 
ferent periods  of  its  development : — 

C0BPU8   LUTEUM   Or  X11V8TRUATI0N.  CORPUS  LUTIUX   OF   P&SQVAXOT. 

At  the  end  of 

Three  weeks. — Three-quarters  of  an  inch  in  diameter;  central  olot  reddnft; 

oonvoluted  wall  pale. 

Larger;  conToluted  waU  brig^  jd- 
low ;  clot  still  reddish. 

Seven-eighths  of  an  inch  in  diane- 
ter;  convoluted  waU  light  yeOov; 
clot  perfectly  deoolorixed. 

Still  as  large  as  at  end  of  leooid 
month ;  clot  fibrinous ;  oonvolntsd 
wall  pale. 

One-half  an  inch  in  diameter;  eaii- 
tral  olot  oonTerted  into  a  radiatii| 
cicatrix;  external  waU  tolcraUlf 
thick  and  eonTolated,  but  wUhwi 
any  bright  yellow  oolor. 


One    month.  —  Smaller;  oonYoluted 

wall  bright  yellow ; 
olot  still  reddish. 

Two  months. — Reduced  to  the  condi- 
tion of  an  insignifi- 
cant cicatrix. 

Six    months. — Absent. 


Nine  months. — Absent. 
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Tlie  above  appearances  will  serve  to  distinguish  those  cases 
in  which  pregnancy  has  existed,  and  even  to  determine,  to 
tome  extent,  the  period  to  which  pregnancy  had  advanced 
at  the  time  of  death.  In  order  to  do  this,  however,  the  oh- 
aerver  most  be  practically  familiar  with  the  appearances  of  the 
Gorpos  luteum  at  its  different  stages  of  growth  and  retroces- 
non,  and  most  also  have  the  opportunity,  in  any  case  where 
his  opinion  is  required,  of  examining  both  the  ovaries  in  a 
perfectly  fresh  condition.  If  the  corpus  luteum  have  been 
eat  open  and  exposed  to  the  air  for  even  a  few  hours,  its  color 
will  have  so  much  altered  as  to  be  no  longer  reliable  as  an 
indication  of  its  age.  Specimens  which  have  been  immersed 
in  spirit  are,  of  course,  totally  unfit  for  purposes  of  medico- 
legal examination. — J.  C.  D.] 

IL  Of  9ome  medico-legal  questions  connected  with  the  stibject 

of  delivery. 


1.  Can  a  woman  be  delivered  without  being  conscious  of  it 
This  question  must  be  answered  in  the  negative,  with,  however, 
some  exceptions.  Delivery  is  undoubtedly,  to  a  certain  de- 
gree, independent  of  the  will,  and  there  may  hence  be  certain 
situations  in  which  it  will  take  place  without  the  female's 
knowledge.  The  administration  of  narcotic  substances  may 
cause  such  a  state;  as  in  the  instance,  in  1641,  of  the  Coun- 
tess de  Saint  Geran,  who  was  plunged  into  a  deep  sleep  by  a 
narcotic  beverage,  and  during  it  was  delivered  of  a  boy.  In 
the  morning  she  awoke,  and  found  herself  bathed  in  blood, 
and  the  infant  gone.  Her  relations  had  suborned  individuals 
to  remove  it,  in  order  to  deprive  her  of  the  pecuniary  ad- 
vantages of  her  situation.*  [The  use  of  chloroform  and 
ether,  in  parturition,  has  made  us  all  familiar  with  cases 
of  delivery  in  a  state  of  unconsciousness. — C.  R.  G.]  There 
is  also  a  class  of  disease  commonly  called  comatose,  either 
with  or  without  fever,  during  the  operation  of  which  delivery 

*  Foder^y  toL  ii.  p.  10,  from  the  Causes  CiUbru.  The  authors  of  thia 
erime  were  dlBcovered,  and  the  child  was  restored  to  its  rights,  in  June, 
1666. 
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may  take  place  without  the  female's  knowledge.  Hippocrates 
mentions  a  case,  in  a  woman  eight  months  adyanced,  who,  on 
the  fifth  day  of  a  typhoid  fever,  accompanied  with  coma,  fell 
into  labor,  and  was  delivered  without  being  conscious  of  it.  I 
will  only  add  to  these,  the  account  given  by  Dr.  Hoyer,  of 
Mulhausen,  of  a  female  dying  in  labor,  who  was  put  on  the 
bier  for  interment,  and  while  there,  an  infant  was  suddenly 
born.* 

These  examples  prove  that  it  is  possible  for  a  woman  to  be 
delivered  without  being  conscious  of  it ;  but  they  at  the  same 
time  show  that  if  some  extraordinary  and  striking  cause  do 
not  intervene,  the  assertion  is  to  be  disbelieved.  The  early 
pains  of  pregnancy  may  be  mistaken  for  those  of  colic  ;t  flood* 

*  Foder6,  toI.  ii.  p.  11.  Mr.  Shaw,  in  his  Essay  on  Partial  Paraljsil, 
quotes  the  foUowing  case  f^om  Dr.  Chejne's  Essay  on  Apoplexy :  **  A  wo- 
man was  attacked  with  apoplexy,  and  lay  hemiplegio  for  two  days,  at  tkt 
end  of  which  time  she  was  dolivered  of  a  living  child,  the  uterus  acting 
in  the  most  perfect  manner,  so  as  to  expel  the  foetus  and  secundines,  and 
then  contracting  regularly,  so  that  the  flooding  which  might  have  been  anti- 
oipated  did  not  take  place.*'  (Journal  Foreign  Medicine,  vol.  iii.  p.  20; 
see  also  Annales  d'Hygi^ne,  January,  1845.) 

Dr.  Montgomery  cites  several  cases  of  delivery  occurring  during  sletp. 
They  are  all  cases  of  females  who  had  had  children  previously,  and  in  wham 
it  is  probable  that  a  single  pain  was  sufficient. 

t  "While  lecturing  on  the  subject  of  concealment  of  pregnancy,  in  tkt 
winter  of  1828-4,  I  received  the  following  extraordinary  case,  Arom  my 
friend,  Mr.  M'Intosh :  *  I  was  consulted  about  a  married  lady,  in  the  spring 
of  1822,  who  was  supposed  to  be  in  a  very  bad  state  of  health.     She  had 

been  attended  by  Dr. ,  and  treated  for  an  affection  of  the  spine  and 

dropsy.  The  husband  of  the  lady  grew  impatient,  as  she  became  daily 
worse,  and  the  abdomen  more  and  more  distended.  He  sent  for  the  family 
surgeon,  who  suspected  it  might  be  pregnancy,  attended  with  peculiar  bm^ 
vous  irritability,  and  recommended  that  I  should  be  called  in  to  AT^mh^ 
more  particularly.  Accordingly  I  waited  on  her,  and  as  she  sat  on  Imt 
chair,  the  nature  of  the  case  became  perfectly  clear,  as  I  distinctly  percelTvd 
the  motion  of  the  foetus.  This  I  mentioned,  but  the  lady  scouted  the  idaa. 
I  warned  her  to  get  baby  linen  and  dresses  ready,  which  she  did  not  do,  M 
convinced  was  she  that  she  was  not  pregnant.  In  six  weeks  afterwardit  I 
was  suddenly  called  and  found  the  patient  in  labor;  and  to  demonstrata  ia 
the  clearest  point  of  view,  that  she  had  not  believed  that  she  was  in  tbt 
family  way,  no  nurse  was  engaged,  nor  had  anything  in  the  shape  of  drm 
been  prepared  for  the  child.  I  told  her  she  was  now  in  labor,  but  she  wooM 
not  believe  me.  Upon  examination,  I  found  the  os  uteri  open,  tlio 
branes  protmding,  and  I  distinctly  felt  the  head  of  the  child.    The 
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mmence  during  sleep ;  but  it  is  hardly  credible  tbat 
P-process  of  labor  and  delivery  may  be  gone  through 
Uthy  womaa,  aod  of  sound  mind,  without  ber  being 
aware  of  it.  I  have  given  below  seyeral  eases  that  are  deemed 
exceptions  to  this  rule,  and  submit  their  value  to  my  readers.* 

broke:  »fiU  she  would  not  belicTC.  Tbe  pnins  JDcreued,  (be  heai  of  tha 
ebiW  was  bom,  but  she  would  nol  credit  lier  actual  Bituaiion,  (ill  she  heard 
the  cbitd  cry  and  it  waa  put  into  her  arms.  Both  mother  and  child  did  irell; 
BBd  I  am  engaged  to  atlend  th«  niotbet  e.  seaotid  time  in  November,  1628.'" 

(OCKLOP.) 

A  gooiewbal  similar  case,  but  nnBaliBractoTj  in  lis  details,  in  which  pKg- 
n>DC;  was  not  auspecled,  and  labor-pains  ncre  probablj  wanting,  WB«  com- 
miinicaleil  lo  the  Royal  Medical  and  Chirurgica!  Socielf,  Ma;  10,  1812. 
(Luicel.  Ma;  14,  1842 ;  London  Medical  Oaietle,  Ma;  20,  1842.) 

■  Foderi,  Tol.  ii.  p.  10;  Capuron,  p.  129.  Dr.  Aaa  B.  Drown,  of  Bomer- 
Bet.  Niagara  Count;,  bind];  traneinitled  to  me  a  case  which  ocotured  to  him 
in  1830.  The  female  was  in  labor  with  her  first  child,  and  was  selied  with 
pl^eTperal  conTulBioDB.  It  wag  deemed  abaolutel;  Dccesaarf  to  dcliTer  her, 
aad  this  was  acoordlngl;  done.  After  her  recoicr;.  she  slated  to  Dr.  Brown 
IliftI  abe  had  not  an;  knowledge  of  (he  birth  of  her  child. 

Dr.  Leonhard  gires  the  case  of  a  female,  laboring  i;iider  teTcre  smallpox, 
to  whom  an  enema  was  adminialcred  in  PonaequeDCe  of  coostipatioa.  Shg 
w>«  placed  on  the  nigbt-etuol,  and  rcDiained  there  a  (|uarter  of  an  hour, 
when,  becoming  faint,  she  attempted  to  return  lo  bed.  She  found  herself 
cuanecicd  with  the  stool  b;  a  band,  and.  on  eiaminatioo,  a  liring  child 
VM  difCoTered  m  it.  6he  had  been  totall;  unconscious  of  (he  deliver;. 
Ber  situation,  honorer,  must  hare  been  extremetj  low,  as  she  died  in  half 
to  hour  (hereafter.  (American  Journal  Medical  Sciences,  toI,  xtii.  p.  499.) 

Ur.  Rawson,  surgeon,  relates  the  folloning  ease :  lie  was  sent  for  to 
■llend  ■  joung  married  female,  aged  lwent;-two  ;ear9,  of  respectable  famil;, 
ahorl,  plethoric,  and  heahh;.  She  had  been  married  ten  months.  .Mr.  Kaw- 
Mn  had  to  ride  three  miles.  The  waters  hail  been  discharged,  but  the  female 
lufenned  hiin  that  she  had  do  pains,  and  that  the  discharge  of  tbe  watora 
>M  nul  sltended  with  an;  uneasiness,  not  even  sufficieDl  to  have  awaked 
ber.  bad  ihe  hsppeaed  (o  be  asleep  at  the  time. 

The  OS  uteri  was  found  dilated  and  the  head  presenting.  The  child  WH 
tlovl;  and  mrmillingli/  but  forciblj  expelled.  The  remalc  betrayed  no 
sjmploms  of  uneksiness  whstcTcr,  and  although  Mr.  llawson  watched  her 
aouD(«nKiicc,  abe  did  do[  exhibit  the  least  conaciousacss  of  the  child's  ex- 
pnlaion.  but  expressed  her  surprise  on  seeing  it.  The  child  was  alroug  and 
ll»»l;,  and  with  the  molhsr,  did  well.  (Lancet,  NoYomber  27,  1841.) 

On  the  ijuestion  considered  above,  the  reader  wilt  find  some  Judioioua 
nnulu  b;  Dr.  Charles  Cla;,  (Lancet,  June  18,  1842,)  in  a  paper  entitled 
"On  (h«  prevalence  of  almost  unoanscious  parturition  in  maoufaoturing 
diMrio(«.  wilb  remarks  on  unoonscious  coaceplion  and  parturilioa."  The 
taru  ttntimieimaatf  ii  tlecldedl;  misapplied. 


874  DBLIVBRT. 

2.  Can  a  woman^  if  alone  and  without  anittaneej  prevent 
her  child  from  perishing  after  delivery  f  This  is  a  most  im- 
portant question,  and  deserves  our  serious  consideration,  from 
its  bearing  on  the  subject  of  infanticide. 

There  are,  undoubtedly,  many  cases  in  which  an  unassisted 
female  will  be  unable  to  prevent  the  death  of  her  infant. 
Among  these  may  be  mentioned  very  rapid  and  early  de- 
livery. Instances  of  this  nature  occur  to  all  accoucheurs,  and 
Foderd  relates  of  his  own  wife,  that  a  single  pain  brought 
forth  the  child.  Such  is  the  conformation  of  the  pelvis,  and 
so  powerful  the  action  of  the  womb,  that  the  membranes  and 
foetus  are  expelled  together.  Now  a  female  taken  thus,  mi^t 
be  unable  to  prevent  the  child  from  falling,  and  its  death 
would  ensue,  if  she  remained  unassisted."*"  Such  a  state  of  the 
parts  is,  however,  very  uncommon  in  a  first  delivery,  f  and  this 
is  the  one  that  commonly  is  considered  in  cases  of  infanticide. 
If  a  woman  has,  in  a  previous  labor,  experienced  so  rapid  a 
parturition,  it  is  her  duty  to  guard  against  its  consequences^ 
when  a  second  is  impending.  Another  possible  circumstance 
is,  that  a  woman  may  be  taken  in  labor  and  delivered  while 
passing  her  fseces.  The  pressure  of  the  uterus  in  the  latter 
days  of  pregnancy  produces  an  inclination  of  this  kind,  and 
even  during  labor  it  is  very  common.J    But  delivery  in  this 


*  Dr.  Hanter  mentions  a  case  where  the  female  was  seized  during  tlw 
night,  and  the  child  was  bom  before  he  arrived.  She  held  herself  in  om 
posture,  to  prevent  the  child  from  being  stifled,  but  although  it  had  crM, 
yet  on  the  arrival  of  Dr.  Hunter,  it  was  found  dead,  lying  on  ita  fae«  aai 
covered  with  blood.  Cases  of  rapid  delivery,  the  child  apparently  ezpdltd 
by  a  single  pain,  are  so  common,  that  it  seems  not  needful  to  give  detaOi. 

Dr.  Ramsbotham  (Lectures  in  London  Medical  Gaxette,  voL  xiiL)  mci^ 
tions  cases  of  rapid  delivery,  and  where  the  child  was  with  great  diffioslty 
saved. 

f  Mahon,  voL  ii.  p.  881. 

X  I  apprehend  that  it  is  as  ftrequent  with  cases  of  this  description,  to  toot* 
nish  matter  for  keen  discussion,  as  to  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  f«iiial% 
as  with  any  that  I  have  mentioned.  An  anonymous  correspondent  of  tkt 
London  Medical  and  Physical  Journal  (vol.  viii.  p.  448,)  mentions  tho  itt* 
stance  of  a  lady,  who,  being  attacked  with  diarrhoea  toward  the  dloM  of 
pregnancy,  was  one  day  seiied  on  the  night-stool  with  a  labor-pain,  and  li 
a  short  time  brought  forth  a  child,  before  she  was  able  to  rise  and  girt  ths 
alarm.    He  was  immediately  sent  for,  and  rosened  both  mother  sad  «Mli 
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position  may  cot  only  be  fatal  to  the  child,  bat  very  injarious 
to  the  mother,  by  tearing  off  the  umbilical  cord,  or  inverting 
the  uterua.  Delivery  may  also  be  attended  with  hemorrhage 
and  consequent  debility,  or  with  fainting  or  convulsions,  and 
the  female  be  unable  to  assist  her  offspring.  These  are  cases 
which  do  not  often  occur,  and  when  they  do,  they  leave  traces 
sufficiently  evident — paleness,  swoonings,  the  state  of  the 
pulse,  and  of  the  infant.*  A  fourth  case  is,  when  the  mother, 
being  alone,  and  the  child  having  its  face  to  the  sacrum,  is 
delivered  with  it  downward.  In  this  position  it  cannot  breathe, 
unless  it  be  turned;  and  it  is  well  known  that  the  slightest 
substance  impeding  respiration  in  &  new-born  infant,  such, 
indeed,  as  a  portion  of  the  bedclothes,  or  a  piece  of  wet  linen, 
will  destroy  it. 

There  are  also  some  infants  so  weak  at  birth,  that  they  re- 
quire instant  and  skillful  aid  in  order  to  preserve  their  life. 
An  unassisted  mother  cannot,  of  course,  save  these.  It  baa 
also  been  snggestcd  that  the  female  may  be  suddenly  delivered 

frosi  tbrir  perilous  tiiualina.  He  ndila,  Ihnl  if  the  female  had  gone  to  Iha 
eommdti  pHvf ,  it  would  imve  been  fsUl  to  tbe  child.  -  But  in  (bia  caae,  lh« 
ladj  WW  ftbore  tuspicion;  not  so  with  an  ntunnnied,  seduced  fcniale.  Tlie 
mnark  of  tbe  editors  of  the  Edinburgh  Medieal  and  Surgical  Joaraal, 
Hitircn  the  Argument  to  be  drSiVn  froia  such  uneipeoted  occurrences,  "  So 
MddaD  m  dcIiTei^  can  onlj'  happvu  to  n  person  wbo  bns  borne  children 
btfurv,"  (VoL  lii.  p.  454, J  Bat  in  il  not  jiotMtt  for  a  Bimilar  oaae  to  huppen 
with  «  flisl  child  T  If  so,  it  must  hsTs  its  full  weight  in  osBca  of  infanti- 
dda.     Dr.  Daiis  givefl  ub  the  following  aarralLTe: — 

■■  Dr.  Ksighton,  in  his  Lectures  on  Midwifer;,  related  Ihe  case  of  a  female 
ftl  the  full  period  of  gestation,  who  was  seized  tritb  n  sudden  nnd  presaing 
Mil,  Liting  in  the  counlrj,  she  baatened  to  the  garden,  Tbe  pit  or  ceaa- 
pool  of  the  Tault  wn^  large  and  deep.  On  being  aesled.  a  vialcnl  parturient 
effort  loiik  place,  and  tbe  child  waa  suddenl;  expelled.  Il  fell  and  waa 
■wallowed  up  b;  tbe  GiLb  below.  Circumstances  immediately  transpired 
wbieb  Ifil  to  tbe  arrGal  of  tbe  unhnpp;  young  woman,  and  she  was  eent  to 
Tork  Cullc  to  take  ber  trial.  The  medical  practitioner  of  Ibe  family  in 
which  aho  WW  lervant  waa  aubpcenaed  as  u  wiinesa,  and  swore  tb&t  it  was 
perfectly  poasible  for  women  in  labor  to  dUlinguiah,  and  that  in  fact  they 
ahiaya  did  know,  the  difference  between  tbe  benring  down  pains  of  portu- 
rilioa  anil  the  ealls  of  nature,  howcier  pressing  or  painful,  (o  etapty  the 
Motenta  of  (he  reelam.  Od  this  moat  ioeompeient  and  criminally  ignorant 
fTidcBCr,  the  ODfOrlunate  prisoner  was  found  guilty  of  the  crime  of  infantl- 
fiAt  *ad  eKecated."  (Dbtu'  Obatetrio  MedicLne,  p.  64.} 

"  Mabon,  toL  U,  p.  888, 


876  DBUYXBT. 

while  in  a  standing  posture,  and  the  infant  falling,  may  be 
foand  with  a  fractured  skull.  In  such  a  case,  however,  iv 
should  look  for  a  rupture  of  the  cord,  and  a  violent  hem»- 
rhage  consequent  on  a  forcing  away  of  the  placenta.*  Thi 
cord  may  also  be  wound  round  the  neck,  and  thus  prevot 
respiration. 

Lastly,  the  infant  may  perish,  and  the  mother  not  be  abb 
to  prevent,  when  the  umbilical  cord  has  not  been  tied  afis 
being  cut,  broken,  or  torn.  The  first  of  these,  however,  is  mA 
a  proof  of  presence  of  mind,  that  we  may  justly  be  diatrastfa], 
if  she  denies  being  afterwards  unable  to  tie  it.t  It  may  be 
broken  and  torn,  as  we  have  already  stated,  by  the  weight  of 
the  infant,  and  the  mother  be  unable  to  save  it.  There  an^ 
however,  instances  in  which  the  mother  and  the  heroine  ire 
admirably  combined.  The  wife  of  a  goldsmith,  at  Marseina^ 
was  seized  in  labor  while  walking  her  room.  The  infant  fell, 
and  the  cord  broke.  She  took  it  up  and  called  for  aaustanoe, 
but  was  not  heard.  Finding  that  it  was  losing  blood  by  tbe 
cord,  she  compressed  it  with  her  fingers,  and  held  it  so  tor 
two  hours,  when  she  was  found  fainting.  Her  life,  however, 
and  that  of  the  child,  wore  both  preserved.  J 

»  Smith,  p.  870. 

f  The  following  remarkable  case  shows  that  it  is  possible  for  the  diriite 
of  the  funis  to  **  occur  in  such  circumstances  as  to  imitate  precisely  tltt 
effects  of  criminal  violence  inflicted  after  delivery."  Mr.  Chamberlajne,  of 
London,  relates  of  a  patient  of  his,  who  was  taken  so  suddenly  in  labor 
that  the  child  shot  forth  from  her  with  such  force  as  to  separate  the  fluii^ 
which  broke  exactly  in  the  right  place,  and  as  even  as  if  it  had  been  cot 
with  scissors ;  not  so  much  as  one  drop  of  blood  followed,  although  the  eUId 
was  strong  and  very  lively.  (London  Med.  and  Phys.  Joamal,  toL  viL 
p.  284.) 

M.  Mericu  relates  the  case  of  a  female  walking  in  her  room,  who  wif 
suddenly  seized  with  labor-pains.  She  took  firm  hold  of  the  bedpoitft 
brought  herself  nearer  to  the  ground,  retained  the  infant  by  meant  of  her 
clothes,  and  placed  it  on  the  floor.  The  whole  was  the  affair  of  an  instaii 
On  examining  the  child,  no  trace  of  contusion  could  be  found,  but  thenmUB- 
cal  cord  was  broken  at  about  four  inches  from  the  ring,  and  the  end  dravi 
out  to  a  point.  (Quarterly  Journal  of  Foreign  Medicine  and  Surgery,  ?oL  T. 
p.  634.) 

X  Foder^,  vol.  ii.  p.  81.  The  following  extract,  from  a  late  writer  on  law, 
is  directly  applicable  to  the  question  considered  above.  **  One  thing  Is  my 
remarkable,  and  occurs  in  most  oases  of  oonoealme&t  and  ohlId-iiunrdtf» 


ishonor  are  predominant  passions.  And  it  is  a  question 
oment  whether  we  should  feel  that  sympathy  for  this  sense 
bame  which  some  authors,  and  particularly  Dr.  William 
ter,  have  inculcated  in  tiieir  writings.  It  is,  at  all  events, 
laced  as  to  time;  and  the  female  who  destroys  &  human 
5,  and  her  own  offspring,  to  escape  its  effects,  should  have 
.ts  influence  at  an  earlier  period.  "  To  the  moral  and  po- 
J  philosopher,  Dr.  Hunter  may  appear  to  have  exalted 
terue  of  shame  into  the  principle  of  virtue,  and  to  have 
ifcea  the  great  end  of  penal  law,  which  is  not  vengeance, 
he  prevention  of  crimes."*  It  is  not  necessary,  however. 
large  on  thia  point.  Circumstantial  evidence  generally 
B  in  the  preliminary  decision  of  it,  when  accusations  of 
ticide  are  made,  and  great  stress  is  properly  laid,  in  dis- 
eases, on  the  incidents  of  time  and  place,  and  of  situa- 
pd  character.f 

B  Btrengtli  and  capftbilily  for  eierlion  evincad  by  women  in  (lis  ior*- 
ifcs  ahortlj  after  ohOJtiirth — appcwttncea  ho  totttUj  difffrenl  from 
dtibit«<l  ID  ')>c  higher  orders,  that  to  peraoas  avquaintcd  onl;  irilb 
noDg  ^^^  l»lter,  they  would  appor  inortdible.  A  mother,  two  or 
M  mtl«f  delivery,  walVed  twenty-eight  miles  ir  B  siDglB  day  with 
I  OD  her  back.  In  the  cftHB  of  A.  MftcJougal,  1828.  it  appeared  that 
Blo«pioK  i»  *  ''"cl  "i'li  t*o  other  aervunls,  but  rose,  waa  delivered, 
■rnfr^  to  bed  without  any  of  tLem  being  oonscioua  of  what  had 
MaiiJ  respectable  medical  praelili oners,  judging  from  what  they 
■rred  among  the  higher  rankt,  would  pronounce  each  facts  impoa- 
t  thrT  O^if  10  f^eqaenily  among  the  laboring  olaasea  as  to  form  a 
Lfltv  of  knowledge  in  criminal  juriaprudeoce."  (Aliaon's  Principlea 
.', r  H-.,.1.„^_  o.  IGl.l 
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PART  IL 

Deliveryy  as  it  respects  the  child,  may  become  a  subjed  of 
importance  both  in  civil  and  criminal  cases,  and  instances  are 
frequently  occurring  in  which  the  utility  of  properly  under- 
standing its  phenomena  is  clearly  manifested.  The  arrange- 
ment proposed  was  to  notice — 

I.  The  signs  of  the  death  of  the  child  before  or  during  delivery. 

This  subject  may  be  agitated  in  civil  cases,  where  the  suo- 
cession  to  an  inheritance  is  questioned,  or  in  criminal  ones,  as 
when  a  pregnant  woman  is  maltreated,  and  her  ofispring  k 
supposed  to  have  died  from  the  injury.  "*"  It  is,  however,  of 
the  greatest  importance,  from  its  bearing  on  the  two  great 
medico-legal  subjects  of  Abortion  and  Infanticide,  and  I  shall 
notice  it  at  this  time  as  an  introduction  to  them. 

During  pregnancy,  the  life  of  the  foetus  is  inferred  from  the 


examples)  corroborate  the  conceded  doctrine,  that  the  child  may  be  boa 
so  rapidly  that  the  mother,  alone  and  unassisted,  cannot  preserre  its  Uft. 
But  its  bearing  on  infanticide  is  another  matter.  Guilt  excites  taspidiOB, 
and  when  a  female,  suspected  of  being  pregnant,  denies  the  charge,  aad 
when  she  is  seiied  in  labor,  retires  away  from  obscrration,  asks  no  amIi^ 
ance,  and  returns  to  her  accustomed  avocations  without  confession,  aad 
then  the  child  is  found  dead,  she  at  least  has  been  guilty  of  acts  of  owiiiswi 
for  which  she  should  be  punished. 

The  difficulty  is  mainly  in  the  law.  I  consider  it  a  moral  imposaiUtttj 
to  hang  a  female  for  the  crime  of  infanticide.  No  jury  can  be  found  la 
England  or  this  country  to  convict,  unless  under  the  most  self-eyident  and 
atrocious  circumstances.  But  the  concealment  of  pregnancy,  and  parti- 
cularly of  birth,  should  be  signally  marked  by  our  law-makert. 

*  As  in  the  following  case  given  by  Dr.  Kennedy,  (p.  208.)  A  woman,  ia 
the  seventh  month,  was  sent  to  the  Lying-in  Hospital,  Dublin,  to  be  ta* 
amined  whether  her  child  was,  as  she  asserted,  killed  in  the  womb  by  Mi^ 
tain  blows  and  injuries  inflicted  upon  her  by  a  female  with  whom  she  had  a 
scuffle.  She  described  very  accurately  all  the  reputed  proofs  of  the  cbilffi 
death  as  being  present  When,  however,  the  stethoscope  was  appliad,  tkt 
footal  heart's  action  was  distinctly  audible ;  and  the  annooneement  of  tkt 
child's  being  alive  dissipated  all  her  hopes  of  legal  vengeance,  as  ih«  Sf* 
peared  to  oaloulate  upon  hanging  her  antagonist  at  least. 


.J 


I  health  of  the  mother,  the  progressive  increase  of  the  ab- 

Boen  in  size,  and  the  motion  of  the  fcetiis  being  experienced. 

Tliese  form  strong  presumptive  evidence,  but  there  are  ex- 
ceptions to  all  of  them,  [and  the  detection  of  the  foetal  heart 
Bound  by  auscultation  is  the  only  certain  proof  that  the  child 
is  living. — C.  R.  G.]  Healthy  females  may  bring  forth  dead 
children,  while  sickly  ones  have  produced  living  children.  The 
increase  of  the  abdomen  also  may  be  owing  to  a  mole,  or  to 
dropay,  while  the  irregularities  that  are  experienced  respect- 
ing the  motion  of  the  fcetus  .are  sufficient  to  render  it  very 
nncertain.  In  miiny  cases  the  mother  has  imagined  that  she 
felt  life  to  the  moment  of  the  delivery  of  the  dead  child;  while, 
on  the  contrary,  I  need  hardly  add,  no  motion,  or  a  very 
slight  one,  has  been  experienced  for  a  considerable  time  pre- 
vioua  to  the  most  favorable  labors. 

The  same  uncertainty  attends  the  proofs  of  life  during  do- 
iivery.  The  limpidity  of  the  waters,  the  regularity  of  tlie 
pain?,  and  their  gradual  increase  in  strength,  the  pulsation  of 
the  heart  and  umbilical  cord  of  tho  foetus,  or,  if  it  is  not  prac- 
ticsble  to  ascertain  these  last,  the  pulsation  at  the  anterior 
fontanelle,  and  the  swelling,  tension,  and  elasticity  of  the  pre- 
senting part,  together  form  an  incontestable  chain  of  evidence 
in  favor  of  its  presence.  Separately,  however,  they  are  aua- 
ceptible  of  doubt.  The  two  first  are  uncertain ;  it  may  be  im- 
practicable to  ascertain  the  third ;  the  occurrence  of  the  fourth 
^b'deaied  by  some  authors,  and  it  may  be  wanting  in  children 
^Bo  are  apoplectic  or  feeble,  and  vho,  notwithfitanding,  have 
^■Mvereii  after  birth.*  The  laet  ia  a  very  favorable  sign,  bnt 
dieath  may  ensue  during  delivery,  nnd  the  congestion  induced 
by  the  detention  in  utero  preserve  it. 

In  investigating,  on  the  other  hand,  the  signs  of  the  death 
of  the  fcolus,  we  must  refer,  in  the  first  place,  to  the  causes 
that  may  have  induced  it.  As  to  the  mother,  these  are  nn- 
m«rous.  Tho  nnhealthiness  of  her  habitation,  the  mode  of 
dreat,  the  want  of  food,  or  improper  use  of  it,  violent  exercise, 
loo  great  labor,  violent  passions  of  the  mind,  either  of  the  ex- 

L*  It  o«ii,  of  ooime,  ooly  be  uceriniDed  when  tb«re  ia  >  nataral  preseDta- 
I,  and  htnoc  U  not  klwajs  •ppUaable. 
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citing  or  depressing  kind,  venereal  excess,  intemperaacei  &- 
eases,  such  as  hemorrhage  or  convulsions,  contagioiis  £mii- 
ders,  such  as  syphilis  or  smallpox,  falls,  wounds,  and  acddenti 
generally,  any  inordinate  evacuation,  and,  indeed,  all  fa 
causes  of  abortion,  as  enumerated  by  authors,  maj  have  pro- 
duced the  death  of  the  infant. 

The  child  may  also  be  destroyed  during  labor,  from  dak 
process  being  long  protracted,  from  its  being  so  difficult  as  to 
require  instruments,  or  complicated  with  syncope,  convulaiiii^ 
or  hemorrhage,  from  a  morbid  ;Btate  of  the  placenta,  or  atwirt- 
ing  of  the  umbilical  cord  around  its  neck. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add,  that  fatal  as  each  of  then 
causes  have  respectively  been  at  various  times,  yet  childRi 
have  often  survived  in  spite  of  them. 

The  signs  experienced  during  pregnancy j  of  the  death  ^ 
the  foetus^  are  a  want  of  motion  in  the  child ;  the  womb  fedi 
as  if  it  contained  a  dead  weight,  which  follows  the  direction  of 
the  body  as  it  moves  to  one  side  or  the  other ;  the  navd  ii 
less  prominent,  the  milk  recedes,  and  the  breasts  beooM 
flaccid ;  the  mother  feels  a  sense  of  lassitude  and  coldneM^ 
accompanied  with  headache  and  nausea.*  As  equivocal  aigiii^ 
may  be  added  a  paleness  of  the  face ;  the  eyelids  having  i 
livid  circle  around  them;  the  presence  of  a  slow  fever  and 
melancholy,  and  a  fetid  breath. 

These,  if  all  present,  form  a  strong  presumption  in  favor  of 
the  destruction  of  the  offspring.  Individually,  however,  thej 
are  liable  to  be  mistaken  or  confounded.  Subsidence  of  tlu 
tumor  is  one  of  the  natural  changes  that  in  all  cases  precede 
labor.  The  breasts,  also,  do  not  enlarge  in  some  until  ad- 
vanced pregnancy,  and  of  course  we  cannot  draw  an  inferaioe 
from  their  state.     But  particularly  as  to  the  motion  of  die 

*  Mr.  Trayers,  in  his  Farther  Inquiry  Concerning  Constitutional  Irritft- 
tion,  says  that  **  if  the  child  dies  at  the  seventh  month — trom  the  peziodef 
its  death,  though  the  woman  be  not  deliyered  for  days  after,  the  bnasia  in 
furnished  in  the  same  plentitnde  as  if  the  child  was  bom  and  aliTO.  Ihifl  is 
directly  contrary  to  what  writers  on  midwifery  have  asserted,  vii,,  that  tht 
fiamng  of  the  breasts  and  the  fkilure  of  the  milk  are  never-fidling  ngu  of 
the  child's  death."  (British  and  Foreign  Med.  Beriew,  voL  U.  p.  &) 


cJuld  may  error  arise.  The  want  of  it  cannot  be  regarded  as 
a  certain  proof  of  death,  and  the  mother  may  mifitake,  and 
indeed  often  haa  mietakcD,  action  of  the  abdominal  muBcles, 
spasm  of  the  uterus,  and  even  hysteria,  for  it.* 

Again,  the  fcetua  may  die,  and  be  retained  in  the  nterufl 
without  exciting  any  general  or  local  distnrbance.  The 
health  will  be  good,  and  there  ia  nothing  on  which  to  found 
a  suspicion,  except  the  suspension  of  the  ordinary  proofs  of 
progressive  pregnancy-f 

Under  such  circumstances,  the  importance  of  AUBCULTATIOIT 
in  proving  the  life  of  the  fcctus,  is  strikingly  shown.  If  we 
can  detect  by  it  a  distinct  fcEtal  heart,  with  or  without  the 
placental  sound,  there  can  be  no  doubt.  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  the  reverse  is  not  so  certain.  It  requires  familiarity  with 
the  stethoscope,  frequent  examination  during  the  child's  life, 
and  attention  to  the  various  doubtful  circumstances  to  which 
we  lisve  alluded  in  a  previous  chapter,  to  authorize  a  decisive 
opinion.  The  cases,  however,  are  multiplying,  where  those 
who  are  acquainted  practically  with  auscultation  have  pre- 
dicted correctly ;  and  in  proof  of  this,  I  need  only  refer  to 
the  work  of  Dr.  Kennedy  which  I  have  repeatedly  quoted,  I 
will  only  add,  that  in  some  cases  the  placental  souffle  continuca 
after  the  foetiis  ia  dead,  but  it  is  described  to  be  more  abrupt, 
of  shorter  continuance,  wanting  its  protracted  terminating 
wliix,  and  generally  confined  to  a  circumscribed  spot. 

If  actually  dead,  and  long  detained  in  the  uterus,  putre- 
faction takes  place,  the  membranes  lose  their  vitality,  and 
blockish  fetid  discharges  shortly  occur.  This  is  also  a  rule 
nibject  to  exceptions.  We  have  seen,  when  noticing  the  sub- 
ject of  snperfoetation,  that  the  dead  ovum  may  remain  for 
mooths  without  exhibiting  any  marks  of  putrefaction.  It  Is 
much  rsrer  to  notice  this  when  the  uterus  contains  only  a 
single  foetaa.| 


f  Kifnabarhna-  (Mcdieo-Chlrurgiciil  Bbtiow,  toL  iiL  p.  SOfl.) 
1  Tbe  longtb  of  time  during  wbicli  a  ilenJ  fixtus  am;  be  retained  in  ute 
il  imccrtKiii  r   '''*  """*l  period  ia  from  one  to  tiiroe  Heats.     Dr.  Bluodi 
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The  9igiM  during  the  progress  of  delivery^  of  ihs  dea&if 
^  fcettMj  are  similar  in  some  respects  to  those  already  mn- 
tioned,  such  as  the  absence  of  motion  and  fetid  diachugeL 
Writers  have  also  mentioned  the  state  of  the  presenting  put 
When  the  foetus  is  dead,  it  has  an  oedematoos  or  emphjwui- 
toos  feel ;  the  skin  is  soft  and  easily  torn,  and  the  bona  of 
the  cranium  lose  their  natural  connection,  and  vacillate  on  oto 
another.  The  umbilical  cord  also,  if  it  can  be  examined,  ii 
found  without  pulsation,  and  in  some  advanced  cases  withered 
and  rotten. 

Although  these  are  proofs,  yet  the  practitioner  should  not 
hastily  pronounce  on  them.  The  fetid  discharges  or  odor 
may  be  owing  to  the  premature  passage  of  the  meconium,  or 
to  the  mixture  of  a  small  quantity  of  blood  with  the  ntenae 
discharge.  The  former  of  these  was  at  one  time  snpposed  to 
indicate  death  with  certainty ;  but  it  is  now  ascertained,  tint 
although  it  portends  danger,  yet  children  have,  notwithstanl- 
ing,  been  born  strong  and  healthy.^    The  state  of  the 


says:  "When  the  OYum  dies  in  the  earlier  months,  it  may  be  retoinedtiB 
the  dose  of  pregnancy."  (Medioo-Chirurgioal  Review,  toL  xxL  p.  84S.) 

Dr.  Porter,  of  New  London,  relates  a  case  of  this  nature,  where  at  tk 
fifth  month  the  abdomen  gradually  diminished,  and  at  the  eighth,  wil 
scarcely  more  prominent  than  ordinary.  There  could,  howeyer,  be  pe^ 
ceived  a  foreign  body  in  the  uterus  on  examination.  The  breasts  were  dii- 
tended  and  there  was  an  occasional  ooiing  of  milk ;  but  this  dlsappemi 
about  the  ninth  month,  and  the  breasts  diminished.  The  general  hedtk 
was  good.  At  the  usual  period  of  utero-gestation,  without  pain  or  Boeh 
effort,  the  membranes  protruded,  and  were  finally  expelled  with  cramps  lad 
severe  hemorrhage.  Enveloped  in  the  broken  membranes,  was  a  fcotu  ef 
about  five  months,  and  free  from  any  marks  of  decomposition.  The  plir 
centa  resembled  in  form  and  consistence  a  sarcomatous  tumor.  Amerieia 
Journal  of  Med.  Sciences,  vol.  xvii.  p.  847.  A  somewhat  similar  case,  \ij 
Dr.  Galbiati,  of  Naples,  is  given  in  the  same  journal,  vol.  xviiL  p.  628;  lad 
a  precisely  similar  one  by  Dr.  Hays,  of  a  foetus  of  five  months,  retaiiMd 
until  the  full  time,  and  expelled  entirely  free  of  putrefaction,  ibid.,  voL  XL 
p.  686;  while  two  cases  of  foetuses  putrefying  in  utero,  by  Dr.  Vassal,  d 
Paris,  are  related  in  ibid.,  vol.  xvii.  p.  628, 

*  "We  may,  however,  in  general  conclude,  when  the  meconium  does  eone 
away  in  a  natural  presentation,  that  the  state  of  the  child  is  not  without 
danger ;  and  for  many  years,  I  never  saw  a  child,  presenting  with  the  head, 
bom  living,  when  the  meconium  had  come  away  more  than  Beroi  hom 
before  its  birth.    But  at  length  I  met  with  a  oase,  in  whioh  the  meooBimi 


i  donca  ma;  be  the  effect  of  weakness,  as  also  the  looseness. 
{ the  epidermis.  Eveu  its  livid  color  is  not  infallible.  Vicq. 
I'Aayr  mentions  a  case  that  occurred  at  Breslau,  where  th». 
a  of  the  infant  protruded  from  the  uterus,  and  waa  bo  cold^ 
pd  livid  that  it  waa  deemed  gangrenous,  and  was  amputatcdi 
^withstanding  this,  the  infant  waa  born  alive  three  daj9 
tor.* 

f  Dr.  Blundell,  a  very  eminent  man  in  his  particular  hranoh.' 
t  medicine,  after  reviewing  the  various  signs,  conceives  that, 
me  should  be  relied  on  except  the  three  following:  Z%tf' 
tticU  Qtyming  a^eay  from  the  head  in  large  flakes,  dcsqu*- 
BUttDg,  as  from  doad  bodies  in  the  lecture-room.  This  is  very 
strong  presumptive  proof  of  death,  although  oven  not  demon- 
strstive,  for  cases  have  been  related,  and  among  the  rest  ono 
by  Dr.  Orme,  in  which  the  cuticle  had  separated,  in  conae- 
qnence  of  cutaneous  disease,  and  the  child  waa,  notwithstand- 
ing, alive.t  "  So  rare,  however,"  he  adds,  "  are  these  caaea, 
that  I  should  feel  disposed  in  practice  to  look  upon  them  aa  of 
no  account,  were  it  not  that  human  life  is  at  stake."  The 
bM*t  of  the  cranium  being  detached  from  each  other,  and 
fioating,  aa  it  were,  in  the  mollified  brain.  Let  it  be  recol- 
lected that  mere  displacement  and  solution  of  union  is  inaufii- 

^^Mt  diachkrged  for  more  tban  lliin;  hoiin;   tt  thoond  of  wbiab  time,  thoagh 

^^b  WUMD  w«8  deliTorcd  wilb  Ibe  force    .,  Iha  cbild  waa  bom  henUh;  and 

^HPnag.     And  since  thnt  time,  I  have  h    1  muij  equallj  gonTincing  prooft 

^^kl  Ihe  comiDg  avi;  of  ihe  meconium      &  Tcry  doubtful  sign  of  the  do&Ui 

or  (Ikngcrous  atiite  of  Ihe  infant,  whatever  may  bo  tlie  preseDtution."  (Dear 

Bian,  p.  Sn5;)  tee  also  Belloc,  p.  91;  Capiirou,  p.  247;  Burns'  Mid.,  note  U 

cb*pt«T  lii. 

*  FodeT6.ToL  ii.  p.  91,  B&udelocqne  (rol.  ill.  p.  IS],)  relates  a  citse,  when 
tke  womui  wu  two  daji  in  I&bor ;  Ihe  acalp  of  the  ehUd  was  loose,  pendant, 
■ad  in  a  manner  ratt«D ;  the  cuticle  and  hair  cnme  away,  and  adhered  to  tha. 
ftnjvr.  No  mation  had  been  fell  for  twenlj-four  hours :  and  jet  on  deliTeiy 
>iUi  tlie  Torceps,  ihe  child  was  liviDg  and  be&llb?,  except  a  superficial  gaa- 
grmott*  tpot  on  (he  crown  of  the  head,  which  iood  healed.  A  case  stronglj 
luiBcalite  of  the  rcetDS  being  in  a  putrid  slate  previous  to  birth,  but  where 
it  wae  bom  alive  and  survlTod,  is  related  by  Prof.  Naegele,  Laiicel,  N.  S., 
Tol.  ii.  p.  70. 

f  I'r.  Meteair  (American  Journal  Med.  Sciences,  N.  8.,  vol.  vi.  p.  882,) 
mantiotia  a  ca>e  where  the  child  was  etidenll;  alive  twelve  hours  bofora 
birth,  and  yet  the  cuticle  waa  off  in  manj  places  od  the  budf ,  and  one  arm 
WM  almost  entirely  denaded. 
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cient.  They  must  be  detached  and  afloat.  Thirdly,  tiU  wth 
hilical  cordy  if  it  can  be  felt,  cold,  brown,  flaccid,  and  destititi 
of  pulsation  for  half  an  hour  or  an  hour.  This  last  diBciiii* 
nates  between  the  temporary  loss  of  pulsation  occmning  ii  i 
recent  descent.* 

We  must  recollect  also,  that  the  pressure  ocoasioned  bys 
long  and  tedious  delivery,  may  extinguish  life.  The  proob 
now  enumerated,  indicative  of  putrefaction,  will,  in  that  oaie^ 
generally  be  wanting.  The  motion  of  the  foetus,  which  hu 
lately  been  felt,  will  suddenly  cease,  and  tumefaction  and  red- 
ness of  the  presenting  part  will  be  observed.  Ecchymooi 
sometimes  occurs,  owing  to  a  rupture  of  the  vessels  and  ai 
effusion  of  blood  into  the  adjacent  cellular  tissue. 

The  application  of  the  stethoscope  will  tend  to  diminish  dw 
number  of  doubtful  cases.  It  is  evidently  as  valuable  here  ai 
in  any  inquiry  in  which  we  have  before  recommended  itf 

If  the  medical  examiner  be  called  immediately  after  Urtli, 
he  can  have  no  difficulty  in  deciding  on  this  question.  Tb 
body  will  be  found  to  have  lost  its  firmness  and  consisteoee; 
the  flesh  will  be  soft,  and  the  muscles  easily  torn ;  the  skia 
will  exhibit  marks  of  putrefaction,  and  will  be  of  a  purplish  or 
brownish-red  color ;  the  epidermis  is  raised,  and  may  be  esolj 
separated ;  a  bloody  serum  is  often  efihsed  in  the  cellular  tiflSM 
and  beneath  the  skin,  especially  about  the  cranium,  and  some- 
times a  similar  efiusion  is  observed  in  the  cavities  of  the  chest 
and  abdomen,  and  their  viscera  are  of  a  deep  reddish  hue. 
The  umbilical  cord  is  livid,  soft,  and  easily  torn.  The  ers- 
nium  and  thorax  are  flattened,  and  the  membranes  nnifing  the 
bones  of  the  head  are  much  relaxed,  so  that  the  bones  are 
somewhat  disunited ;  the  brain,  also,  is  almost  fluid,  and  has 
a  fetid  odor. 

It  will  readily  occur,  from  a  review  of  the  remarks  coa- 
tained  in  this  section,  that  the  fact  of  the  death  of  the  foetoa, 


♦  Blundeirs  Lectures  on  Midwifery,  Lancet,  N.  S.,  voL  ii.  p.  161.  A 
striking  instance  by  Mr.  Hare,  showing  the  uncertainty  of  the  stgns  molt 
relied  on,  is  quoted  from  the  Provincial  Med.  Journal  in  American  Jounal 
Medical  Sciences,  N.  S.,  vol.  t.  p.  481. 

t  See  Br.  Kennedy's  work,  pp.  242  to  268. 


before  or  during  delivery,  can  be  aacertained  with  consider- 
able facility,  if  the  practitioner  be  called  at  the  proper  season. 
Unfortunately,  however,  in  most  caaes  which  come  before  a 
court  of  joatice,  the  delivery  has  been  secret,  and  a  greater  or 
less  space  of  time  has  elapsed  since  its  occurrence.  The  infant 
is  found  dead.  The  proofs  which  we  have  now  enumerated 
ue  inapplicable  or  inconclnsive,  and  a  further  investigation  ia 
required  to  ascertain  the  truth.  We  hence  come  to  the  ex- 
amination of  the  question  of  Infanticide.* 


n.  Of  t\t  siffjii  of  the  maturity  or  immaturity  of  the  child. 

^^kA.  knowledge  of  these  is  no  less  necessary  than  of  those 
^pMiced  in  the  preceding  section.  The  medical  examiner,  in 
all  cases,  should  be  well  acquainted  with  the  indications  that 
mark  the  various  epochs  of  ftetal  life,  as  well  as  those  which 
prove  its  arrival  at  maturity.  A  sketch,  therefore,  of  the 
gradual  development  of  the  foetus,  from  the  area  of  its  first 
formation,  will  be  proper  in  this  place.  And  I  will  premise 
that  the  following  summary  ia  drawn  from  the  observations  of 
Aristotle,  Hippocrates,  Kiolan,  Haller,  Koederer,  Meckel, 
Burton,  Baudelocque,  William  Hunter,  Burns,  Chaussier, 
Beclard,  Capuron,  Clarke,  Merriman,  Sommering,  Tiedemann, 
and  Devcrgie.  There  are  some  recent  authorities,  which  I 
regret  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  examine ;  and  I  would 
also  remark,  that  in  many  cases  the  observations  are  to  be 
taken  as  means  deduced  from  extremes,  and  they  are,  there- 
fore,  liable  to  some  variation. 

From  the  time  of  the  first  evidence  of  impregnation  to  the 
fifteenth  day,  the  product  of  conception  appears  only  aa  a 
gelatinous,  semi-transparent,  flocciilent  mass,  of  a  grayiab 
color,  liquefy'mg  promptly.  [As  to  the  size  and  weight  of  the 
embryo,  instead  of  cumbering  these  pages  with  confiictiog 

*  Till  aDthorilics  on  tbia  BeotiOD,  which  deuerTc  ntlentioD,  ftre  Dcnman, 
^  S9I  (0  3!)9i  CipuroD,  p.  231,  elo. ;  HutchiDson,  p.  IT ;  Fuaer«,  toI.  iL 
p.  BI;  Smith,  p.  31R;  Belloo,  p.  01.  Dr.  Jsoger'g  Difsertstioo  on  ibU  sub- 
}Mt  (L>  Schlegel,  ful.  v.  p.  23,)  ms?  be  ccnsulled  with  great  s'lTHolAge. 
SuTcntl  okM*  ftra  related  b;  bim  nhere  he  ezamiDed  braata  dead  beroro 
tllnl^  with  k  direat  ritn  to  tbe  question  now  noticed. 
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statements,  many  merely  absurd,  as  where  Ghranville  statea 
the  length  of  the  embryo,  at  two  weeks,  at  one  inch,  I  have 
given  in  the  text  the  measurements  of  Goste,  taken  in  part 
from  his  great  work,  ffistoire  du  Developpement  des  Carps  Or- 
ganiaiSj  and  in  part  from  his  pupil,  Gaseau.  In  notes  will  be 
found  the  sources  of  the  contradictory  statements,  from  which 
I  have  relieved  the  text.  Goste's  earliest  embryo  was,  he  be- 
lieved, from  fifteen  to  eighteen  days ;  it  measured  two  lines 
and  a  half.  The  next  was  of  from  twenty-five  to  twenty-ei^^ 
days ;  it  measured  just  five  lines.  Gaseau,  who  acknowledged 
his  obligations  to  Goste,  and  who,  no  doubt,  gives  his  opinionSi 
says  the  embryo  of  five  weeks  is  about  eight  lines  long,  and 
weighs  fifteen  grains.  At  seven  weeks  the  embryo  is  nearly 
an  inch  long.  At  ten  weeks,  from  one  and  a  half  to  two  and 
a  half  inches,  and  weighs  from  an  ounce  to  an  ounce  and  a 
half. 

At  the  end  of  the  third  month  it  measures  about  five  inoheSi 
and  weighs  three  or  four  ounces. 

At  the  fourth  month  the  body  is  six  or  eight  inches  long; 
the  weight  seven  or  eight  ounces. 

At  Jive  monthsy  length  eight  to  ten  inches ;  weight,  ten  Of 
eleven  ounces. 

At  six  morUhsy  length  eleven  to  thirteen  inches;  wei|^ 
about  one  pound. — G.  R.  G.]* 

Development  of  the  different  parts.  At  six  or  seven  weeks 
the  general  form  of  the  principal  organs  can  be  observed. 
The  extremities  begin  to  bud  out,  the  cord  is  recognized,  and 
at  seven  weeks  ossific  points  are  noted  in  the  davicle  and 
lower  jaw.  The  organs  of  generation  are  visible,  and  the  dif- 
ference of  sex  can  sometimes  be  made  out.     At  the  third 


*  [Med.  Chir.  Review,  vol.  viii.  p.  675;  Gooch,  Midwifery,  p.  88;  Qna- 
ville  on  Abortion,  pp.  10  and  11 ;  Velpeau,  Embryologie,  p.  50;  Edin.  IM. 
and  Surg.  Journal,  vol.  xli.  p.  407 ;  Ryan's  Midwifery,  p.  67.  See  ptrtl- 
cularly  an  able  paper  by  Dr.  Allen  Thompson,  Edin.  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour* 
nal,  vol.  lii.  p.  119;  American  Journal  Med.  Sciences,  voL  ziv.  p.  401; 
Briandt  Med.  Legale,  p.  128 ;  Dunglison's  Phys.,  vol.  i.  p.  856 ;  tee  wtiill 
Anatomy f  in  Supplement  to  Encyclopedia  Britannica,  vol.  L  p.  256 ;  Leof— »t 
p.  12.  See  particularly  Qrey's  Med.  Journ.,  for  tables,  London  edition,  pp* 
102,  103,  106,  and  107.— C.  R.  G.] 


relop  tbemselveB,  with  the  exception  of  the  hair  and 
The  great  relative  proportion  of  the  fluid  of  the  mem- 
I  disappears,  and  the  foetus  nearly  filla  the  cavity  of  the 
.*  During  the  fifth  month,  the  motions  of  the  ftctus 
.t  by  the  mother.  The  brain  is  pulpy,  and  is  destitute 
■volutiona  or  furrows.  The  external  ear  is  completed 
this  time,  although  its  shape,  which  is  like  that  of  a 
depressed  circle,  differs  from  that  of  the  ear  after 
The  nails  are  distinct.  The  hair  begins  to  appear. 
the  sixth  month,  we  begin  to  tind  some  traces  of  fat 
the  intcgumenta,  where  previously  nothing  but  a  mass 
fttine  had  been  observed.  The  head  also,  which  before 
sen  proportion  ably  large,  becomes  smaller  in  comparison 
he  body.  It  is  now,  however,  large  and  soft,  and  the 
.elles  aro  much  expanded.  The  brain  acquires  rather 
consistence,  but  is  still  easily  dissolved;    and  the  pia 


B  ii  the  period  nhich  demanded  iDTeBtigation  in  the  recent  trial  for 
'der  of  Sarah  M.  Cornell.  "  The  alleged  date  of  the  oonoeptiou  wm 
tieth  of  August;  the  last  appearance  of  the  menses  on  the  twentjr- 
Auguat,  and  dealli  look  pUoe  on  the  twentieth  of  December.  The 
'cighed  five  ounces,  and  measured  eight  inches  in  length.  The  quea- 
aing  upon  these  fiaclg  nae,  vbether  it  vros  most,  probable  that  a  foitui 
3  months  and  twentj  daja  should  have  attaineil  the  ahove  aixe  and 
or  that  menstruation  could  Doutinuo  afler  conception  had  taken 
(Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  lol.  viii.  p.  340.) 
•a  alreadj  noticed  the  tatter  in  ita  bearing  on  tbis  subject,  and  need 
i,  tbU  if  it  be  deemed  most  probable,  It  nould  go  to  prore  that  tba 


888  DEUYBRT. 

mater  seems  only  to  lie  over  its  surface,  being  separated  irith 
great  facility.  The  skin  is  very  fine,  pliant,  thin,  and  of  a 
bright-red  color.  In  males,  the  scrotum  is  slightly  developed, 
and  the  testicles  are  still  in  the  abdomen.  In  females,  the 
vulva  is  projecting,  and  the  labia  separated  by  the  projection 
of  the  clitoris.  The  hair  on  the  head  is  very  thinly  dispersed, 
short,  and  of  a  white  or  silvery  color ;  the  eyelids  are  closed; 
the  hair  on  the  eyebrows  and  eyelashes  but  thinly  scattered, 
and  the  pupil  is  closed  by  a  membrane.  The  lungs  are  veiy 
small  and  compact.  The  heart  is  large,  and  the  liver  very 
large,  and  situated  centrally  near  the  umbilicus;  the  gall-blad- 
der contains  only  a  small  quantity  of  a  nearly  colorless  fluid; 
and  the  meconium  is  small  in  quantity,  and  is  found  only  in 
a  part  of  the  large  intestines.  The  bladder  is  hard  and  pyri- 
form,  and  has  a  very  small  cavity,  the  middle  of  which  ii  at 
the  abdominal  extremity/  of  the  sternum.'^ 

At  the  seventh  month,  all  the  parts,  both  external  and  in* 
ternal,  are  still  more  developed.  The  skin  becomes  more 
dense,  and  is  covered  with  a  sebaceous  matter,  so  as  to  form 
a  whitish,  unctuous  layer.  The  eyelids  are  no  longer  united, 
and  the  membrana  pupillaris  becomes  atrophied  so  as  to  form 
the  pupiLf     The  cerebral  pulp  becomes  more  consistent,  and 

*  In  the  quarterly  reports  of  the  New- Town  Dispensary,  (Edinbor^) 
there  are  two  cases  mentioned,  which  it  will  be  proper  to  add  in  this  pltM. 
A  child,  supposed  to  be  advanced  six  and  a  half  months,  lived  eleven  da||«. 
On  the  fifth  day  after  its  birth  it  weighed  two  pounds  nine  ounces  and  t]iiM> 
quarters  avoirdupois.  Another,  probably  at  the  sixth  month,  lived  fooiiMa 
hours ;  weighed  two  pounds  four  and  a  half  ounces  English,  and  meMimd 
thirteen  and  seven-eighths  inches.  (Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Joor* 
nal,  vol.  xii.  pp.  249,  526.) 

f  There  is  considerable  diversity  of  opinion  concerning  the  conBiMOiof  of 
this  phenomenon.  Cloquet  says  that  in  the  foetus  of  the  ninth  montli  tki 
little  arterial  circle  of  the  iris,  which  is  formed  after  the  rapture  of  tht 
membrana  pupillaris,  and  at  the  cost  of  its  vessels,  is  seen  placed  on  tki 
very  edge  of  the  pupil ;  and  often,  even  in  the  new-bom  child,  some  of  id 
vessels  still  advance  beyond  the  circumference  of  this  opening.  He  kM 
seen  it  ruptured  even  at  the  sixth  month,  and  adds,  that  it  is  seldom  fomd 
entire  at  the  eighth.  On  only  one  occasion,  did  he  discover  It  in  a  ftaD" 
grown  fa>tu8,  and  then  it  was  broken  in  the  middle.  (Quarterly  Jonmslof 
Foreign  Medicine  and  Surgery,  vol.  i.  p.  64 ;  and  Eclectio  Bepertoiy,  TiL 
ix.  p.  190.) 

Pr.  Jacob,  of  Dublin,  on  the  other  hand,  rejects  the  abore  opinioay  M  ki 


V  is  a  little  furrowed  and  adheres  somcwbat  to  the 
The  meconium  increases  in  quantity,  the  hair  on 
1  is  longer  and  takes  a  deeper  hue.  The  nails  acquire 
more  firmness.  Length,  twelve  to  fourteen  inches;  weight, 
from  two  to  four  pounds.     The  middle  of  the  body  i*  nearer 

Ktht  ttemum  than  to  the  navel. 
At  the  eighth  month,  the  skin  has  acquired  more  denaitj, 
id  becomes  whiter ;  it  is  covered  with  very  fine  and  short 
hairs,  and  its  sebaceous  covering  is  more  apparent.  The  nails 
are  firmer;  the  hair  of  the  head  longer  and  more  colored. 
The  breasts  aro  often  projecting,  and  a  lactiform  fluid  may  be 
pressed  from  them.  The  teaticles  in  males  are  engaged  in  the 
abdomiiDal  ring.  In  females,  the  vagina  ia  covered  with  a 
whitish  mucus.  The  grooves  in  the  cerebral  substances  gradu- 
ally become  more  marked,  and  the  spinal  marrow,  pons  varo- 
lii, and  medulla  oblongata,  acquire  a  remarkable  consistence, 
and  even  firmness.  The  lunga  are  of  a  reddish  color;  the 
liver  preserves  nearly  its  former  relative  size,  but  it  is  more 
remote  from  the  navel ;  the  fluid  in  the  gall-bladder  is  of  a 
jellowiah  color,  and  baa  a  bitter  taste.  The  weight  at  this 
time  is  from  three  to  four  and  sometimes  even  five  pounds; 
length,  sixteen  or  eighteen  inches.  The  middle  of  the  length 
it  nearer  to  the  navel  than  to  the  sternum. 

At  the  ninth  month,  ossification  is  more  complete,  the  head 
ia  large,  but  it  haa  a  considerable  degree  of  firmness.  The 
bonee  of  the  cranium,  although  movable,  touch  each  other 
with  their  membranous  margins;  the  fontanolles  are  smaller, 
the  hair  ia  longer,  thicker,  and  of  a  deeper  color,  and  the 
nails  become  more  solid  and  prolonged  to  the  extremity  of  the 
fingers.  The  convolutions  on  the  surface  of  the  brain  are 
pore  numerous,  the  cineritioua  portions  begin  to  be  distin- 
^^Ufihed  by  their  color;  and  although  the  lobes  which  compose 
^^B  cercbrom  retain  their  former  aoftncss,  yet  the  cerebellnm 

kaa  oiakllj  faDnd  it  pre^eol  in  most  no«-br>rii  infftiilB.  I{«  sajg  Ihe  icssela 
M«  U  firat  obllteratEJ,  &iid  then  ibe  meiubrana  is  abeorbeiL  Prafescor 
TladamuiD  U  «ud  to  hMe  repealed  ibe  experimeDts  of  Dr.  Jaeob,  (uuecliag 
t^  nembrank  pupill&ria  at  the  full  lime, )  and  confirmod  their  aoanraoj. 
(AsdarsoB'B  Jounul,  toI.  i.  p.  HI);  Americaii  Jourual  of  Medical  Scienocs, 
T«L  i  p.  1B2.) 
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and  the  basis  of  the  cerebrum,  haye  acqmred  a  remazlnUe 
consistence.  The  head  measures,  longitudinally,  from  fte 
forehead  to  the  occiput,  four  inches  to  four  inches  and  a  qw> 
ter,  and  between  the  parietal  protuberances,  from  three  udi 
half  to  four  inches.  Of  60  male  and  60  female  infants,  boa 
at  the  full  time,  whose  heads  were  measured  by  Dr.  dufa^ 
the  circumference  passing  through  the  occipital  process  and 
the  middle  of  the  brow  was,  on  an  average,  18*8  inches,  nUk 
the  arch  from  ear  to  ear,  over  the  crown,  was  7*82  indMi* 
The  abdomen  is  large  and  round;  the  lungs  are  redderud 
more  voluminous ;  the  canalis  arteriosus  is  large,  and  its  eoili 
are  thicker  and  denser  than  formerly.  The  meconium  fib 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  intestines,  and  the  bladder  contaiis 
urine.  In  fact,  the  digestive  apparatus,  the  heart  and  Ae 
lungs,  are  in  a  state  fit  to  commence  extra-uterine  life.  Tb 
length  varies  from  nineteen  to  twenty  inches  or  more,  the  mii' 
die  of  which  is  at  the  navel^  or  a  very  little  below.f 


*  Craigie's  Anatomy,  p.  76.    One  measured  fifteen  inohes  in 
enoe,  and  one  eight  and  a  half  inches  from  ear  to  ear ;  but  none  wore 
twelve  inches  In  the  one  direction,  or  six  and  a  quarter  inohes  in  the  otei 

f  Hutchison,  pp.  6  to  14 ;  Capuron,  pp.  165  to  178 ;  Foder^,  ToL  iL  p.  Itt; 
Bums,  pp.  114  to  118.  Devcrgie  puts  the  length  at  from  sixteen  to  ei^MtMi 
inches,  and  the  mean  weight  at  six  and  a  quarter  pounds;  LecieoXi tki 
length  at  eighteen  inches. 

.  We  owe  our  knowledge  of  the  test  for  ascertaining  the  age  of  the  foBfan  Ij 
its  length  to  Ghaussier.  According  to  his  researches,  it  was  eonsideni 
proven,  that  at  the  age  of  nine  months  the  insertion  of  the  ^imbllifltl  escd 
was  exactly  at  the  middle  point  between  the  summit  of  the  head  and  the  teim 
of  the  feetf  while  anteriorly  to  that  period,  the  insertion  of  the  cord  ^ 
preaches  the  chest,  in  proportion  as  the  foetus  is  younger.  Several  obeemn 
have  expressed  their  assent  to  the  correctness  of  this  statement,  bot  of  Isle 
its  accuracy  has  been  questioned.  The  following  is  a  quotation  firom  iirnk, 
(Cummin's  Lectures,  in  London  Med.  Qazette,  vol.  xiz.  p.  68.)  "The  middh 
point  by  no  means  corresponds  to  the  same  part  of  the  body  in  foetustf  of 
the  same  age,  a  fact  for  which  we  might  be  prepared  by  considering  tbit 
the  several  sizes  of  the  fo&tus  depend,  now  on  its  large  head  and  neck,  b«v 
on  the  trunk,  and  again  on  the  magnitude  of  the  limbs.  This  I  have  verified 
by  numerous  measurements,  taken  with  great  care  and  pains,  and  theeos- 
clusion  I  have  arrived  at  is,  that  the  directions  laid  down  bj  Chaastier  in 
uncertain  for  practical  purposes,  and  more  particularly  for  those  of  the  fcse- 
tical  jurist." 

Again,  Professor  Moreau,  of  Paris,  carefully  measored  fire  hnndred  dul- 
dren  bom  at  La  Maternity,  and  found,  out  of  this  number,  four  oaSj  is 


^Wl 


The  observations  made  by  Tiedemann,  Serres,  and  the  Wen- , 
lels,  on  the  brain  of  the  foetas,  may  most  conyeniently  be 
arranged  together  in  this  place.  At  the  fourth  week,  the  mass 
which  correspoDda  to  the  head  in  the  embryo  ia  quite  trans- 
MH-ent,  and  contains  a  limpid  fluid.  At  the  seventh  and  eighth 
BbmIcs,  the  form  and  disposition  of  the  brain  and  spinal  cord 
^^■B  be  distinguished ;  and  the  dura  mater  ia  also  observed 
^^^lering  to  the  inner  surface  of  the  skull.  During  the  third 
month,  the  tubercula  quadrigeraina,  the  optic  thalami  and  cor- 
pora striata  are  developed;  and  in  the  eleventh  week  the  cere- 
bellam  and  the  hemispherea  are  r«cognized.  At  the  fourth 
month,  the  tuber  annulare  and  the  pituitary  gland  aro  ob- 
served. The  corpus  callosum,  in  the  sixth  month,  is  only  half 
08  long  as  the  hemispheres  of  the  brain.  The  choroid  plezua 
is  formed  in  the  seventh  month,  and  the  corpora  olivaria  do 
not  protrude  till  between  the  sixth  and  seventh,  but  the  cor- 
pora pyrmidalia  are  fully  formed  a  month  sooner ;  and  in  both 
the  protrusion  ia  owing  to  the  development  of  cineritious  mat- 
ter.    It  is  not  till  near  the  termination  of  pregnancy  that  the 


Wbom  the  umbilical  oord  wrts  inserted  exactly  in  the  centra  of  tba  whole 
Itngth  of  Uie  bod;.  In  tlio  rcnininder.  (he  point  of  inacrtioD  full,  on  ui 
BTcrage,  from  eiglit  to  ten  lines  below  the  middle.  In  a  few  oLJldren,  bom 
kbant  tbe  sixth  ot  eigi^lb  montli,  the  cord  wiu  inserted  into  tbc  tniddlc  polat. 
(Laiwet,  vol.  >xi.  p.  Til,  from  Lancettc  FranQaiaa ;  see  bUo  Dt.  Churohill,  In 
Bdinbm^ti  Med.  and  Surg.  Journa],  tdI.  I.  p.  2&1.) 

n«  foIlowiDg  are  some  additional  results  noticed  b;  Mr.  Taylor,  Lecturgr 
BD  Medical  JuriipradsDce  at  Ouj'b  Hospital,  and  I>r.  Googhcgnn,  Froreuor 
at  M«dical  Juriiprudence  in  llie  Royal  College  of  Surgeoni  in  Ireland: — 
CMC      Wbole  length.  AlUchnwiil  of  Uis  I'mhlliol  Ccird. 


181 

a  quarter  of  an  inch  below  llie 

20 

half  an  incb 

11! 

hnir  an  inch  nearly 

IB! 

half  an  inch 

IB 

half  an  inch 

IT 

a  litde  below  th«  oentr*. 

18 

cinctly  at  tho  cenlro. 

17 

eraclly  at  the  centre. 

20) 

a  little  bolow. 

1»1 

a  lillle  below. 

1S( 

exactly  at  the  centre. 

(Ovy'a  Hoffpital  Report  i,  vol.  f 
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cineritious  substaDce  is  formed  in  the  spine,  or  even  Tery  muu- 
festly  in  the  convolutions  of  the  brain.* 

The  Wenzels  found  the  following  proportionate  inereaae  of 
the  brain  in  their  investigations:  In  an  embryo  of  five  monAi 
they  found  the  brain  to  weigh  720  grains,  of  which  the  em- 
brum  weighed  683  grains,  and  the  cerebellum  87;  being  inAie 
proportion  of  18 j^  to  1.  At  eight  months,  the  respectifi 
numbers  were  4960,  4610,  350,  or  as  18,V  to  1.  At  the  M 
time,  6150,  5700,  450,  or  as  12f  to  one-f 

The  observations  of  M.  Beclard,  on  the  skeleton,  may  aln 
be  stated,  as  its  increase  is  more  regular  than  that  of  th 
soft  parts,  and  its  appearance  may  afford  important  evideon 
in  cases  which  vary  from  the  ordinary  state. 

''After  two  months  have  elapsed  from  the  period  of  ooi- 
ception,  the  skeleton  is  about  four  inches  and  three  linei  ia 
length,  that  of  the  spine  being  two  inches;  at  three  montlii, 
the  former  is  six  inches,  and  the  proportion  of  the  spine « 
two  and  two-thirds  to  six ;  at  four  months  and  a  hal^  it  ii 
nine  inches,  and  the  spine  four;  at  six  months,  twelve  indMi 
and  the  spine  five ;  at  seven  and  a  half  months,  fifteen  indiei^ 
the  spine  six  and  one-third;  at  nine  months,  or  the  period 
of  birth,  it  is  ordinarily  from  sixteen  to  twenty  inches  oi 
length,  or  at  the  medium  of  eighteen  inches;  and  the  spine  ii 
in  the  proportion  of  seven  and  three-fourths  to  eighteen,  to 
the  whole  length  of  the  body.  These  calculations  were  mtde 
from  observations  on  about  fifty  foetuses,  at  each  of  the 
periods  above  indicated. 

''Each  vertebra,  consisting  originally  of  a  section  of  aBoM 
cylinder,  and  a  ring  furnished  with  several  apophyses,  is,  in 
general,  formed  by  three  primitive  points  of  ossification;  the 
one  anterior,  which,  by  its  development,  forms  the  body  or 
solid  part  of  the  bone;  and  two  lateral  ones,  which  constitote 
the  apophyses,  and  which,  uniting  together  with  the  former, 
constitute  the  annular  structure. 


*  Edinbargh  Medical  and  Surgical  Joumaly  toL  xiic  p.  456 ;  toL  ziS> 
p.  81,  etc. 

f  Lawrence's  Lectures  of  Physiology,  p.  170 ;  tee  also  Dr.  Copehad*! 
Notes  to  Richerand's  Physiology,  Appendix,  p.  66|  **0n  Uio  fbfmatka  of  tki 
■pinal  marrow  and  brain." 


"Besidea  these,  each  rertebra  is  completed  by  several 
Mcond&ry  points  of  osseous  development. 

"At  about  the  sixth  month  of  intra-uterino  life,  two  points 
of  ossification  are  found  in  the  second  cervicle  vertehrn,  one 
EJtuatcd  above  the  other.  Toward  the  seventh  month,  the 
saperior  point,  which  answers  to  the  odontoid  process,  is  larger 
than  the  inferior,  which  relates  to  the  body  of  the  bone.  At 
about  the  eighth  month,  the  transverse  processes  have  begun 
to  ossify  in  the  first  of  the  lumbar  vertebrse.  At  the  time  of 
birth,  ossification  has  commenced  in  the  body  of  the  first  cer- 
vio*I  vertebra,  and  also  in  the  first  bone  of  the  coccyx.  At 
this  age  the  body  of  the  fourth  lumbar  vertebra,  which  is  the 
most  voluminous,  is  Ihreo  lines  in  depth  and  six  in  breadth. 
A:  the  same  period,  the  lateral  portions  of  the  six  superior 
doreftl  vertebrfB  begin  to  unite  together  so  as  to  form  a  ring 
posteriorly  to  the  bodies  of  these  bones.  The  lateral  arch  of 
the  second,  which  is  the  largest,  forms  a  chord  of  seven  or 
e^bt  lines."* 

The  weight  of  the  foetus  at  the  full  term  of  ntero-gestatioB 
has  been  the  subject  of  numerous  observations,  and  as  a  pre- 
liminary remark,  it  must  be  noticed  that  this  differs  according 
to  the  conformation  and  habits  of  the  parent,  and  sex  of  the 
child,  [and  often  without  our  being  able  to  assign  or  even  sug- 
gest any  cause. — C.  R.  G.]  Healthy  females  residing  in  the 
coantry,  or  engaged  in  active  occupations,  have  generally  the 
largest  children.  Male  children,  also,  generally  weigh  more 
tluui  female  ones.  The  diversity  extends  also,  as  we  shall  see, 
t«  T^rioua  countries. 

K  Germany,  Roederer  found  the  weight  in  one  hundred 
thirteen  cases,  to  vary  from  seven  to  eight  pounds,  and 
ys  it  down  as  a  role,  drawn  from  hts  observations,  that  it 
li  tttrely  less  than  six  pounds,  j*  Dr.  Hunter  states  that  Dr. 
Uaoaoley  examined  the  bodies  of  several  thousand  new-bom 

*  HalcliiOBOn  *>(>  Ii>r<uitieide,  pp.  12,  18,  11. 

1.  Boaa  dt  Ihagnoii  vitaficiiu  il  niogrniii,  in  Schlegel,  vol.  iii.  p.  23,    1  have 
mIncM*!  Qti*  w  tl>B  moil  tccurate  accDunl  of  Roedcrer's  obBerviIlonR,  &b 
■  is  •  ditorepiiBc;  smang  the  vriterB  that  notice  bim.     Fodcr4  (vol.  ti. 
iBTi  Ut«  weight,  icenriliDg  to  his  lable.  U  from  six  to  hbthi  Uid  ft 
lada.  Bad  HatcbinioQ  (p.  16]  from  G.Te  to  aix  Hid  ■  half. 

tit.  2^ 
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and  perfect  children  at  the  British  Lying-in  Hospital,  and 
found  that  the  weight  of  the  smallest  was  about  four  pounds, 
and  the  largest  eleven  pounds,  but  by  far  the  greater  propor- 
tion was  from  five  to  eight  pounds.*  Dr.  Joseph  Clarke's  in- 
quiries furnished  similar  results.  The  greater  proportion  of 
both  sexes,  according  to  him,  weighed  seven  pounds;  there 
were  more  males  than  females  found  above,  and  more  females 
than  males  below  that  standard :  thus  out  of  sixty  males  and 
sixty  females,  thirty-two  of  the  former  and  twenty-five  of  the 
latter  weighed  seven  pounds,  and  there  were  fourteen  females 
but  only  six  males  who  weighed  six  pounds.  On  the  other 
hand,  there  were  sixteen  males  but  only  eight  females  who 
weighed  eight  pounds.  Taking  then  the  average  weight  of 
both  sexes,  it  will  be  found  that  twelve  males  are  as  heavy  as 
thirteen  females.  The  exact  average  weight  of  male  children, 
according  to  Dr.  Clarke,  was  seven  pounds  five  ounces  and 
seven  drachms,  and  that  of  female,  six  pounds  eleven  ounces 
and  six  drachms.f 

Dr.  Clark,  of  Dublin,  found  the  weight  to  vary  from  four 
to  eleven  pounds.  Dr.  Merriman  states,  in  his  Lectures,  that 
he  delivered  one  which  weighed  fourteen  pounds,  (it  was  bom 
dead,)  and  Dr.  Croft  delivered  one  alive,  weighing  fifteoi 
pounds.]; 

*  Hunter's  Anatomy  of  the  Human  Gravid  UteruB,  p.  68. 

f  Phil.  Transactions,  vol.  Ixzvi.  p.  849.  Pr.  Clarke  also  mentions  the  Al- 
lowing obserrations  as  made  by  Boederer.  The  placenta  of  a  nude  vaf 
found  to  weigh,  on  an  average,  one  pound  two  ounces  and  a  half,  while  that 
of  a  female  weighs  half  an  ounce  less.  Female  children,  who  at  the  ftiH 
time  weigh  under  five  pounds,  rarely  live ;  and  few  males,  who  weigh  eten 
five  pounds,  thrive.  They  are  generally  feeble  in  their  actions,  and  die  la 
a  short  time. 

X  Hutchinson,  p.  16.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Westminster  Medioal  Sode^, 
in  London,  held  December,  1880,  Mr.  JeweU  related  a  case  in  which  the 
weight  of  the  child  was  twenty  pounds.  He  stated  it  on  the  <*  authority  of 
an  extremely  intelligent  midwife,  of  whose  veracity  no  doubt  could  be  •>- 
tertained.'*  (Lancet,  N.  S.,  voL  vii.  p.  410.)  Dr.  Ramsbotham  (the  flUhv) 
deUvered  a  child  weighing  sixteen  and  a  half  pounds  avoirdupoia.  (Loadoa 
Med.  Gaxette,  voL  xiii.  p.  661.) 

Mr.  Owens  delivered  one  at  a  public  lying-in  charity  in  England  wel^li| 
seventeen  pounds  twelve  ounces,  and  measuring  twenty-four  inches.  Itwai 
bom  dead.  (Lancet,  N.  S.,  vol  xxiii.  p.  477.)  Dr.  MThite  had  a  case  of  a 
female  ohild,  in  1844,  at  Preston,  weighing  flftaon  poands*  and  ths  Ivftt 
twt&ty-fonr  and  a  qnarttr  inohes.  (Loidon  Med.  Qaiotte,  toL  ziziT.p.  tf.) 


I 
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In  France  the  weight  eeetos  to  he  less  than  in  England. 
Of  1641  examined  by  Gamus,  the  greatest  weight  waa  nine 
pounds,  and  of  this  there  were  aixteen  instances ;  the  ordinary, 
from  five  to  seven,  and  the  average,  sis  pounds  and  about  a 
quarter;  there  were  thirty-one  instances  in  which  it  was  as 
low  &3  three  pounds,  Baudelocijue,  however,  states  that  he 
has  seen  two  of  nine  pounds  and  three-quarters,  one  of  twelve, 
and  another  of  thirteen.  The  last,  he  adds,  had  several  teeth, 
well  advanced,  and  ready  to  cut.  On  the  other  hand,  he  had 
delivered  some  at  the  full  time  who  weighed  hut  five  and  four 
and  a  half  pounds,  and  several,  indeed,  only  three  pounds  and 
thrce-qnartera.  These  were  more  common  than  those  of  nine 
[loundB,  and  grew  to  as  great  a  size  after  birth.*  Subsequent 
observations  on  twenty  thousand  children,  at  the  Hospice  de 
la  MatemitiS  at  Paris,  show  that  the  average  weight  of  the 
fcetus,  at  the  full  time,  is  there  about  six  and  one-quarter 
poonds.  The  extremes  varied  from  ten  and  a  half  pounds, 
which  waa  the  highest,  to  three  pounds.!  Capuron  mentions 
that  he  has  seen  two  instances  where  the  children  weighed 

elre  pounds.^ 

At  the  Lying-in  Hospital  at  Florence,  of  .506  children  bom 
L^ght  years,  (from  1816  to  1S24,)  the  heaviest  weighed  IS 

K  BaadtlonqQe's  Midwifery,  toI.  i.  p.  26S. 

}  Lmiui,  ConsidermiDDB  «ur  I'lnfitDtioide,  pp.  9,  12.  The  foUoiriDg  lubU, 
>  from  Burns'  tlidwiferj,  vdilion  of  JS23,  ia  somewhat  different  in  iU 
4  from  whil  ia  pjea  in  flio  leJLt,  and  I  do  not  know  how  to  reconoilft 
it  luppoBe  that  liiey  were  lakca  at  n.  later  period.  It  purport! 
s  tk«  mpeciiTi  weights  of  7077  qcw-Ihtq  children,  occuraiel;  ■soor- 
d  at  the  Hoapioe  de  l»  MaternitiS  :— 

4  weighed  from  I  to  IJ  pounds.        1750  weiglied  from  T  to  Tj  pounds. 
2to2i       ■'  403  "         8to8i 

atoSj       ■•  82  "         Btooj       •■ 

i  to «      "  S  ■'       10  to  ...       •• 


etoOi       •'  7077 

Bit  fbOswing,  tnia  Dunglisoa's  Phjgiology,  vol.  i,  p.  356,  is  inpoiiuit  to 
bsotUcd  in  accuralB  ioTeBtigations :   "The  Paris  poaad,  poidi  de  narc  oT 
eoniBibed  9S1G  P&ria  grains,  while  the  avoirdupoii  contain  onl; 
3-6  Puis  getiai.     The  English  inoh  is  1-006977  Paris  inch." 
t  C*poron,  p.  173.  Crsaiius  says  he  had  seeo  one  foetus  weighing  twcntj- 
IkrM  aad  another  twentj-seren  ponnds  1 
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pounds  (the  Tuscan  weight  of  12  onnces)  and  4  ounces ;  tbe 
smallest  born,  at  the  full  period,  weighed  five  pounds ;  the  ma- 
jority about  ten  pounds.*  In  the  Obstetrical  Institution  at 
Pavia,  of  116  children  born  in  two  years,  14  pounds  6  ounoeB 
was  the  greatest  weight,  and  5  pounds  the  least.f  In  the 
Royal  Lying-in  Institution  at  Dresden,  Professor  Gams  re- 
ports 225  children  bom  during  1827.  The  weight  varied 
from  4^  pounds  to  10^  pounds4  In  the  same  Institution, 
during  1833,  314  children  were  bom;  the  heaviest  was  10 
pounds,  and  the  lightest  2|.  In  1834,  of  242  children  bon, 
the  heaviest  was  9  pounds,  the  lightest  2  pounds.  §  In  tbe 
Midwifery  Institution  at  Stuttgard,  from  1828  to  1883,  th«e 
were  672  births ;  281  boys  and  291  girls.  The  mean  wei^ 
was  six  pounds  13^  ounces.  ||  At  the  Lying-in  Hospital  at 
Moscow,  in  44  cases  of  both  sexes,  Richter  found  the  mean 
weight  to  be  9j\  pounds ;  minimum  5  pounds,  and  maximum 
11  pounds.  At  the  Lying-in  Hospital  of  St.  Peter,  (in  Bruh 
seUj  I  presume,)  Quetelet  found  the  mean  weight  of  63  males, 
born  at  the  full  time,  to  be  6J  pounds,  (8-20  killog.,)  and  of 
56  females,  to  be  5j|  pounds;  mean,  6f*g  pounds.  The  maxi- 
mum in  the  male  was  9^^  pounds ;  in  the  female,  8} J  pounds: 
the  minimum  in  the  male,  5}|  pounds ;   in  the  female,  2j^ 

pounds.TT 

Professor  Simpson,  of  Edinburgh,  has  published  the  follow- 
ing results : — 

In  the  Edinburgh  Lying-in  Hospital,  50  male  and  50  female 
children,  born  during  the  latter  months  of  1842  and  the  earlier 
part  of  1843,  were  weighed  by  my  friend  and  assistant.  Dr. 
Johnstone. 

Fifty  males  weighed  383  lbs.  11  oz.  4  dr. ;  average,  7  lbs. 
9  oz.  1  dr. 

Fifty  females  weighed  342  lbs.  12  oz.  4  dr. ;  average,  6  lbs. 
12  oz. 


*  AAderaon's  Quarterly  Journal  of  Medioal  Sciences,  yoI.  ii.  p.  101. 

f  Ibid.,  vol.  ii.  p.  100;  and  Quarterly  Journal  For.  Medicine,  toL  y.  p.  BSO. 

X  Lancet,  N.  S.,  vol.  iii.  p.  648. 

{  British  and  Foreign  Med.  Reriew,  vol.  ii.  p.  274. 

I  Lancet^  N.  8.,  yoL  xYiiL  p.  844.    Report  bj  Dr.  Elaaeaser. 

\  Annalet  d'Hy^^ne,  toL  z.  pp.  12-18. 


^Average  difference,  about  10  ounces. 
^Lengths  of  the  above : — 

Fifty  males,  total  length,  1020^  inches;  average,  20  inobes 
5  linea. 

Fifty  femalea,  total  length,  990J  inches ;  average,  19  inches 
^■p  lines. 

^LAverago  difference,  seven  lines,  or  upwards  of  half  an  inch.* 
^f  In  the  first  edition  of  this  work,  I  stated  tho  opinion  of  my 
ooUeagne,  Professor  Willoughby,  thiit  the  average  freight  of 
this  country  exceeds  seven  pounds.  Professor  Dewees  de* 
cidedly  agrees  to  this,  as  the  result  of  his  experience.  He 
bos  met  with  two  ascertained  coses  of  fifteen  pounds,  and 
several  which  he  believes  to  be  of  equal  weight. |  Dr.  Wm. 
Moore,  of  New  York,  had  several  cases  where  the  weight  was 
twelve  poanda  each ;  and  an  instance  occurred  in  that  city,  in 
1821,  where  the  foetus,  born  dead,  weighed  sixteen  pounds  and 
ft  half.: 

This  subject  has  been  but  little  attended  to  in  this  country,    ' 
and  I  have,  therefore,  but  few  additional  results  to  offer.     Dr. 
Storer,  of  Boston,  (New  England  Journ.  Med.  and  Surgery, 
Tol.  i.  p.  16,)  states  that  be  has  found  a  great  disinclination, 
and  at  times  a  decided  unwilhngness  on  the  part  of  friends,  to 
have  the  infant  weighed.     Of  thirty  children,  fourteen  females 
weighed  112  pounds,  or  averaged  8  pounds  each ;  and  sixteea 
males  weighed  145^  pounds,  or  averaged  9  pounds  each.    Tha 
males  and  females  weighed  together  257  pounds,  or  averaged- 
8^  pounds  each.     The  largest  child  seen  by  Dr.  Storer  was  » 
juaie,  and  weighed  13  pounds;  the  next  in  weight  was  12^ 
uda.     One  weighed  11,  one  10^,  and  two  10  pounds.    Tha 
allost  infant  was  a  female,  it  weighed  1  pound  14  ounces, 
1  lived  eighteen  hours. 
J  Dp.  Metcalf,  of  the  town  of  Mendon,  Massachusetts,  ha«J 
ihlished  the  following ;  Of  S02  children,  the  mean  weight  i^  J 
I  pounds  2  ounces ;  of  the  males,  8  pounds  G  ounces,  and  op  J 
B  femaleg  7  pounds  12  ounces.     A  child  weighing  4  pound* 


*  Edinburgh  Med.  •ml  Sargioul  Journal,  toL  liii.  p.  405. 

t  lieweei'  Midwiferj,  Sii  edilion,  p.  89, 

X  New  York  Medkool  Bud  Phjaioai  Jdurnal,  fol.  ii.  p.  20, 
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snryiyed,  and  there  were  a  number  at  each  of  the  intermediite 
weights ;  29  varied  from  10  to  11  pounds,  and  there  were  two 
weighing  11^  pounds.  (Amer.  Journ.  Med.  Sciences,  N.  S.,  toL 
vi.  p.  335.) 

Dr.  Burwell  weighed  100  males  at  the  full  term,  in  tlie 
Philadelphia  Hospital,  and  found  the  average  to  be  7  poondB 
f  ounce,  and  that  of  100  females,  6  pounds  8}  ounces.  The 
heaviest  was  a  female,  weighing  15  pounds  1  ounce;  the 
lightest,  a  female  twin,  2  pounds  14  ounces.  It  lived  two  or 
three  days.  Its  mate  weighed  3  pounds  10  ounces,  and  sur- 
vived.  Thirty-nine  childi'en  weighed  from  8J  to  9J  pounds, 
eight  from  9}  to  10}  pounds,  one  of  12  pounds,  and  one  of 
15  pounds  1  ounce. 

Length — ^Average  of  100  males,  19-i^  inches. 
"  "  100  females,  ISf  inches. 

Longest,  a  male,  21}  inches. 

Shortest,  a  female,  16  inches. 

Average  of  both  sexes,  from  vertex  to  umbilicus,  10}  inches. 
(Amer.  Journ.  Med.  Sciences,  N.  S.,  vol.  vii.  p.  380.) 

The  most  correct  deduction,  probably,  from  the  whole  mass 
of  observations,  is  to  allow  the  average  to  vary  from  five  to 
eight  pounds.* 

When  there  are  two  children  in  utero,  the  weight  of  each 
individual  is  generally  less  than  that  of  a  single  foetus,  but 
their  united  weight  is  greater.  The  average  weight  of  twelve 
twins  examined  by  Dr.  Clarke,  was  eleven  pounds  the  pair,  or 
five  and  a  half  each.  Duges,  from  a  review  of  the  Registers 
of  Paris,  found  that,  out  of  37,441  accouchmenSj  there  had 
been  36,992  single  births,  444  twins,  and  5  triplets.     The 

*  It  is  a  popular  opinion  that  children  diminish  in  weight  during  the  fint 
few  dajs  of  their  lives.  Dr.  Hoflfman,  of  Wurtsburg,  had  thirtj-six  children, 
who  were  suocessiyely  born  in  the  hospital,  weighed  every  morning.  The 
general  result  was,  that  all  children  lose  weight  for  thirtj-siz  or  forty-eight 
hours,  such  diminution  usually  continuing  till  the  third  day.  From  this 
period  they  increase,  so  that  by  the  fifth  or  sixth  day  they  have  regained 
their  weight  at  birth.  (Brit,  and  For.  Medico-Ghir.  Rev.,  No.  18,  Jan.  1851.) 

Some  observations  of  Ghaussier,  reproduced  by  Quetelet,  in  the  Annales 
d* Hygiene,  vol.  z.  p.  16,  aflford  some  confirmation  to  these  of  Hoffman.  In 
BeTen  children  weighed  every  day  for  seven  days,  the  weight  diminished  for 
two  days,  and  was  not  ftilly  regained  on  the  ssTonth. 
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twins  aT6raged  four  pounds  each  in  weight,  and  the  extremes 
are  three  and  eight  pounds.*  Respecting  triplets,  we  have 
not  sufficient  data  to  form  a  general  rule.  Duges  thinks  that 
they  have  rarely  less  weight  than  twins.  In  a  case  that  oc- 
curred to  Dr.  West,  at  Tiverton,  Rhode  Island,  the  respective 
developments  were  as  follows : — 

Length,  Weight. 

15}  in.  4  lb.  8  oz.  Navel  in  the  centre. 

15}  UL.  8  lb.  8  oz.  Navel  half  an  inch  below  centre. 

17}  in.  4  lb.  9  oi.  Navel  half  an  inch  below  centre. 

They  were  all  females.f 

Dr.  Donnellan,  of  Louisiana,  delivered  a  woman  of  two 
hoys  and  a  girl.  They  weighed  respectively  nine  and  a  half 
pounds,  seven  and  a  half,  and  seven — total,  twenty-four 
pounds.J  Dr.  Lawrence,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  of  two  males 
and  a  female,  all  nearly  of  the  same  size ;  and  their  aggregate 
weight  was  seventeen  pounds.§  Dr.  Buchanan,  of  Columbia, 
Tennessee,  had  a  case,  a  male  of  seven  pounds,  another  of  four 
pounds,  and  a  female  of  five  pounds — total,  sixteen  pounds. || 
Dr.  David,  of  Three  Rivers,  Canada,  in  1842,  delivered  a 
woman  of  one  female  and  two  male  children.  They  were  all 
perfectly  formed,  weighed  six  and  a  half  pounds  each,  and 
measured  sixteen  and  a  half  inches.  (London  and  Ed.  Monthly 
Journ.  Med.  Science,  vol.  ii.  p.  698.) 

Dr.  Hull,  of  Manchester,  met  with  a  delivery  of  five  chil- 
dren who  did  not  weigh  five  pounds  and  a  quarter.  They 
measured  from  eight  to  nine  inches  in  length,  and  two  of  them 
were  bom  alive.Tf  Dr.  Bryan,  of  Fairfield,  in  this  State,  had, 
however,  a  case  of  four  children,  which  all  lived  a  day,  and 
their  aggregate  weight  was  eleven  pounds  fourteen  ounces, 

*  London  Medical  Repository,  vol.  zxv.  p.  555,  from  Revue  Medioale, 
Mareh,  1826.  *'Dr.  Clarke  had  seen  no  case  of  twins  weigh  more  than 
twelve  pounds;  now  every  year  I  see  twins  weigh  fourteen  pounds."  Notes 
of  Professor  Hamilton's  (of  Edinburgh]  Lectures,  in  Lyall's  Qardner  Peerage 
Case;  Introduction,  p.  28. 

f  Boston  Medical  Magazine,  vol.  ii.  p.  893. 

\  American  Journal  Med.  Sciences,  vol.  xxv.  p.  60. 

2  Western  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  vol.  i.  p.  868. 

g  Ibid.,  vol.  iii.  p.  268. 

f  Philosophioal  Transactions,  toL  Ixxvii.  p.  844. 
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Their  length  varied  from  14f  inches  to  17|  inolieB.'^  Br. 
Hubbard,  of  Glastonbury,  in  Connecticut,  recently  met  iritki 
case  of  triplets,  in  which  the  united  weight  waa  ei^ifeM 
pounds.  Two  were  bom  alive,  and  remained  so  at  the  cod 
of  nine  months ;  the  third  was  still-bom.f  In  the  Weetota 
Medical  Gazette,  No.  16,  August  1, 1888,  a  practitioner  fpm 
an  account  of  triplets  born  alive,  and  all  surviving  until  die 
sixth  day,  when  one  died.  On  the  eighth  day  another  dM, 
but  the  third  did  welL  Their  united  weight,  exclusive  of  the 
placentas,  was  twenty-two  and  a  fourth  pounds ;  a  boy  of  nme 
pounds,  a  boy  of  seven  and  a  half,  and  a  girl  five  and  thne- 
fourths  pounds.  In  a  case  at  Boston,  by  Dr.  Palmer,  one 
child,  a  boy,  weighed  seven  pounds,  another,  a  girl,  six  poundi) 
a  third,  a  lusus  naturse,  five  pounds,  the  placenta  two  pounds- 
total,  twenty  pounds.^ 

A  female  at  Naples  was  delivered,  about  1838,  at  seroi 
months,  of  five  children,  four  males  and  one  female.  Thej 
each  weighed  three  and  a  half  pounds,  and  measured  in  length 
a  French  foot.§ 

Mr.  Wardleworth  delivered  a  female  in  the  Coun^  of  Luh 
caster,  England,  in  1829,  of  five  children,  three  males  and 
two  females ;  each  measured  from  twelve  to  thirteen  inches  in 
length,  and  the  whole  of  them  weighed  ten  pounds.  Th^ 
survived  from  fifteen  to  twenty  minutes.  || 

Dr.  Pecot,  of  Besan^on,  reports  the  following  case : — 

Length,  Weight, 

16J  in 8}  lb.    0  o*. 

16   in 3    lb.    9  o*. 

16Jin 8    lb     Sox. 

ISJ  in 2   lb.  12  oi. 


*  New  York  Medical  and  Physical  Journal,  ▼ol.  i.  p.  417. 

f  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  toI.  y.  p.  414. 

{  Boston  Medical  Magaxine,  toI.  ii.  p.  828. 

{  British  and  Foreign  Med.  Review,  vol.  viii.  p.  664. 

II  London  Med.  Gazette,  vol.  xxviii.  p.  472.  Mr.  DonneU,  a  case  at  Frank- 
lin, St-ate  of  Illinois,  of  four  children,  a  girl  6  pounds,  a  girl  4},  a  giri  2^ 
and  a  boy  6}— total,  19 J  pounds ;  aU  well  formed,  and  sorriTing  fire  weeks, 
when  the  smallest  died.  (Illinois  and  Indiana  Med.  and  Surg.  Jonmal,  foL 
iL  p.  462.) 
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AH  males,  and  all  born  alive.  Two  died  the  fonrth  day, 
one  the  fifth  daj,  and  the  last  one  the  twenty-fourth  day. 
(Balletin  de  I'Acad.  Royal  de  M^decine,  vol.  i.  p.  95.) 

The  length  of  the  foetua  at  the  full  time  varies  much  less 
than  its  weight.  Roedcrer  concludes  from  his  exaini nations, 
that  the  average  length  of  a  male  is  twenty  inches  and  ft 
third,  while  that  of  a  female  is  nineteen  inches  and  seventeen- 
eightcenths.*  Petit  assigns  twenty-one  inclies  as  the  usual 
length.  Hutchinson  says  it  is  ordinarily  from  nineteen  to 
twenty-two  inches,  and  seventeen  and  twenty-sis  inches  will 
include  the  two  extremes,  excepting  some  very  rare  cases ; 
while  Foiier«5  and  Capuron  place  the  extremes  from  sixteen  to 
twenty-three,  t 

In  the  institutions  quoted  above  as  to  weight,  the  length 
was  as  follows:  At  Florence,  the  greatest  length  20  inches; 
the  least  15  inches;  the  common  length,  from  17  to  18.  At 
Pavia,  from  21  inches  and  8  lines  to  13  inches  and  9  lines. 
At  Dresden,  in  1827,  from  20  to  16^  inches;  1833,  greatest 
length  22-37  inches;  least  14-91.  In  1834,  greatest  21-30; 
least  14-38.  At  Stuttgard,  mean  length  X6-8  inches.  At 
Moscow,  the  mean  length,  ascertained  by  Richter,  was  18J 
Paris  inches;  maximum  21,  and  minimum  15.  At  Brussels, 
the  mean  length  of  65  males  woa  18  inches  and  3  lines;  of  56 
females,  17  inches  and  10  lines.  (Quetelet.) 

Dr.  Dewees  once  delivered  a  child  that  measured  27  inches.J 

*  ThfTa  ia  Bome  diicrepniiof  in  Rotderer's  reeults.  Dr.  Craigie  aajra  Ihat 
h»  found  ibo  mean  length  of  sJilceD  nuile  chitdreD,  born  al  llis  full  time,  to 
b*  tvcDt;  snd  ten-tweinha  inohes,  and  of  eight  femnles,  only  tttenty  ud 
(«aT-t«<lf(ba.  (.Aaatom;,  p.  77.) 

f  Bose  (in  SoUcgd,  toI.  iii.  p.  25,)  aa;s  he  baa  met  with  two— "YigiDlt 
et  iiukiuor  pollicca  ulnis  Lipsica  pene  tupentae,  hos  ultimua  aulem  a  ruB- 
tl^  nalribua  progenito*  fniue." 

t  Tba  folkiwtiig  ourioua  caae  is  taken  from  Ibe  Edinburgh  Medical  and 
8aa^«»l  Jaurnal,  toL  it.  p.  61fi.  "Tbe  public  newnpnperg  reoorded  th« 
MlawiDC  binh,  in  the  month  of  Ma?,  WS.  Al  the  poor-houae  in  Btoke- 
Dp«n-Tr(nl,  (Staffordabire,)  Haanah  BouTtie,  a.  di>rurmed  dwnrr,  meuuring 
oslj  Iftcnlj-fire  inches  in  height,  was,  after  a  Icdioua  and  difficult  labor, 
d«li**red  of  a  female  child  of  the  ordlaarr  liie,  measuring  Iwentj-ono  and 
__»  haU  inahca,  beiog  onlj  tbt^  and  ft  half  lass  than  the  mother.  The  child 
h  in  vimrj  ratpMl,  perfect,  but  atill'baru.     The  mother  ia  likely  la  do 
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« 

A  reyiewer  in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Snrgieal  Jaamli 
states  that  of  64  children  of  both  sexes,  measured  by  bim  in 
the  country,  (Scotland,)  the  average  was  between  19  and  iO 
inches.  Chaussier  makes  it  18  French  inches,  and  BiOiid, 
from  the  measurement  of  54  infants,  concludes  that  from  U 
to  17  French  inches  is  the  standard  length."^ 

It  is  evident  that  the  signs  drawn  from  the  structure,  weigb, 
and  dimensions  of  the  foetus  are  liable  to  some  uncertain^ 
this  depends  on  various  circumstances,  such  as  the  age  tai 
vigor  of  the  mother,  her  mode  of  life,  the  diseases  to  wbiok 
she  may  have  been  subject,  and  probably  the  climate  in  whiek 
she  lives. 

The  characters  which  mark  the  maturity  and  perfection  of 
the  organs  and  functions  of  the  child  are  thus  stated  by 
Foder^  and  Capuron :  The  ability  to  cry  as  soon  as  it  readM 
the  atmospheric  air,  or  shortly  thereafter,  and  also  to  move  iH 
limbs  with  facility,  and  more  or  less  strength;  the  body  being 
of  a  clear-red  color  ;t  the  mouth,  nostrils,  eyelids,  and  ean 
perfectly  open;  the  bones  of  the  cranium  possessing  sone 
solidity,  and  the  fontanelles  not  far  apart;  the  hair,  eyebrow^ 
and  nails  perfectly  developed ;  the  free  discharge  of  the  urine 
or  meconium  in  a  few  hours  after  birth;  and  finally,  the  power 
of  swallowing  and  digesting,  indicated  by  its  seizing  the  nipple 
or  a  finger  placed  in  its  mouth.  | 

The  child,  on  the  contrary,  is  considered  immature,!  when 


*  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  toI.  xl.  p.  192. 

f  This  gentraHy,  according  to  Billard,  disappears  from  the  fifth  to  the 
eighth  day,  and  is  succeeded  bj  various  shades  before  it  becomes  whittt 
Desquamation  of  the  cuticle  also,  in  powder  or  in  scales,  generaUj  begin 
at  twenty-four  hours  after  birth,  and  continues  to  the  third  or  fourth  day. 
(Cummin,  London  Med.  Gazette,  vol.  xiz.  p.  71.) 

J  **In  mature  children,  the  scrotum  is  corrugated,  not  particularly  red, 
and  generally  containing  the  testes ;  in  female  children  the  nymphs  art 
covered  by  the  labia;  whereas,  as  Professor  Naegele  obserres,  in  prematnrs 
children  the  testes  are  not  always  down,  the  labia  are  apart,  and  the  nympte 
protrude,  and  in  both  sexes,  the  generative  organs  are  extremely  red."  (Bri- 
tish and  Foreign  Medical  Review,  vol.  i.  p.  104.) 

2  By  this  term  is  understood  a  birth  before  the  fiill  period  of  gettadott. 
Again,  a  delivery  before  the  seventh  month,  is  called  an  aborium ;  and  at 
any  time  between  the  aeventh  and  ninth  month,  9^  premature  birth.  There  ii^ 
howeTer,  a  want  of  nnifbrmity  among  writers  concerning  this.    Drs.  Cop* 


ha  length  and  volume  are  much  less  than  that  of  an  infant  at 
the  fall  time ;  when  it  does  not  move  Its  mi?iQbers,  and  makes 
only  feeble  motions ;  when  it  secm^  unable  to  suck,  and  haa 
to  be  fed  artificially;  when  its  skin  is  of  an  intense-red  color, 
and  traversed  by  numerous  bluish  vessels  ;  when  the  head  is 
covered  with  a  down,  and  the  nails  are  not  formed ;  when  the 
bones  of  the  head  are  soft,  and  the  fontanclles  widely  scp^ 
rated ;  the  eyelids,  mouth,  and  nostrils  closed ;  when  it  Bleeps 
continually,  and  an  artificial  heat  is  necessary  to  preserve  it; 
and  when  it  discharges  its  urine  and  the  meconium  imper- 
fectly.* 

Should  the  examiner  be  called  on  to  decide  this  question 
after  the  death  of  the  child,  it  will  be  his  duty,  after  noticing 
such  external  circumstances  as  I  have  already  indicated,  to 
proceed  to  a  dissection  of  tho  body.  All  those  appearances 
which  mark  the  presence  of  fcetal  life,  and  which  are  distinctly 
explained  in  anatomical  and  obstetrical  works,  should  be  care- 
fttlly  noticcd.t     The  navel,  liver,  heart,  and  particularly  the 

land  Bod  Dugei  aonsider  that  Ihe  term  premature  labor  is  Dot  applicable  till 

the  tetut  hu  puaed  the  aiith  moolh.     Dr.  Dewees  6xes  the  limit  of  abar- 

tiod  to  eipuliioni  of  the  OTum  before  Ibe  fifth  month;  while  the  Qermani 

Ttmgniie  three  periodB:   aborlion,  all  eipulsioDS  iluring  the  first  sixteen 

wt«ki  ofpregouicy:  imnialuri  iiW A,  from  that  up  to  tlie  IwcDty-ciglil  weeka; 

after  which,  antil  about  the  thirtj-seTenlh  woek,  they  como  under  tbe  Iwt 

diriaioB,  prematuri  labor,  (Brittab  and  ForoJgn  Med.  Keview,  toI.  li.  p.  61.) 

■  I  idbbK  the  folloviDg  eitntct  from  bq  EngUali  oeirapaper,  which  1  aooi- 

dtualljr  net  witli,  because  it  favors  us  with  Bome  informatioo  from  an  emi- 

ually  tipericnced  aocoucheur.     "In  ihe  eTidcnoe  on  Builey'n  divorce  bill, 

bl  Ibo  Ilaaie  of  Lords,  Uarcb  10, 1817,  the  point  in  dispute  appeared  to  be, 

vbelhar  Mr.  Bailey's  child  was  full  gronii  at  its  birili.     The  nurse  iwora 

that  It  cried  with  a  atroag  voice,  and  mas  fud  tbre«  times  in  Ihe  coarae  of 

1^  day  when  it  was  bom.     Dr.  Gardiner,  the  altendiug  physioUn,  cor- 

rDboralcl  the  t«»ttmon;  of  the  nurao  as  lo  the  full  growth  of  the  obild. 

Dr.  Merrimnn  was  then  called  ia,  anil  examined  as  lo  the  consequcncea  of  a 

pramaiurci  birth  on  tbe  offspring.     He  said  he  had  knovn  a  child  ham  la 

ill  moDths  and  eighteen  day*,  live  to  gro<r  Dp,  but  never  to  become  stout, 

A  chnd  born  under  snch  circumstances,  would  be  smaller  than  usual;  Ihs 

^^^pa  would  ha  redder,  and  tho  face  not  so  completely  formed.     As  far  aa  Ua 

^^^Mtneoee  went,  he  should  conclude  that  it  could  not  cry  slrougly,  and 

^^^HU  b«  oppressed  bj  difficult  respiration.     The  perfect  conformation  of 

^^VlBfcll*,  strong  voice,  and  usual  siie,  were  proo^  of  a  full-groirn  child." 

{Globe  newspaper,  March  II.  1817.) 

t  Boms'  Midwifery,  pp.  118  to  122, 
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langB,  should  be  examined ;  and  the  inqnirj  mxat  be  irheto 
the  changes  necessary  for  independent  life  have  taken  phm. 

in.  The  state  necessary  to  enable  the  new-barn  utfamt  to 

inherit* 

It  frequently  becomes  a  question  of  great  importance  in 
civil  cases,  and  particularly  in  those  relating  to  the  dispositin 
of  property,  to  ascertain  whether  the  infant  is  bom  aUre.  hi 
this  country  the  subject  becomes  very  interesting,  since  ovr 
law  is  borrowed  from  that  of  England,  which  is  peculiir  ib 
some  of  its  provisions,  and  enables  property  to  be  held  by  a 
certain  class  of  persons  on  the  establishment  of  the  above  ftet 
For  the  sake  of  order,  I  shall,  in  the  first  place,  briefly  notiee 
the  period  of  gestation  after  which  children  are  conaderei 
capable  of  living ;  secondly,  mention  the  laws  of  various  conn- 
tries,  and  the  decisions  under  them,  as  to  what  constitutee  the 
life  necessary  for  inheritance  in  the  infant ;  and  shall  then 
conclude  with  some  observations  on  the  question  how  &r  de- 
formity incapacitates  from  inheriting. 

1.  The  French  employ  a  very  useful  word  in  noticing  this 
subject — ^the  viability  of  the  infant;  and  I  shall  take  the 
liberty  of  using  it,  although  aware  that  great  caution  is  neces- 
sary in  the  introduction  of  foreign  terms.  As  a  general  nde, 
it  seems  now  to  be  generally  conceded,  that  no  infant  can  he 
bom  viable^  or  capable  of  living,  until  one  hundred  and  Skj 
days,  or  five  months,  after  conception.*  There  are,  how- 
ever, cases  mentioned  to  the  contrary.  In  such  cases,  we 
should  recollect  that  females  are  liable  to  mistakes  in  thdr 


*  Dr.  WUliam  Hunter,  howeyer,  when  asked  what  is  the  earliest  time  for 
a  child's  being  born  alive,  answered :  *<  A  child  may  be  bom  alive  at  tfaree 
months ;  but  we  see  none  bom  with  powers  of  coming  to  manhood,  or  of 
being  reared,  before  seven  calendar  months,  or  near  that  time.  At  lix 
months,  it  cannot  be."  (Hargrave's  Note,  190*,  on  section  1S8,  of  Coke 
upon  Littleton.) 

The  Roman  law,  bj  one  of  its  provisions,  de  tuu  et  UgitimU  hmrtiSmt^  de- 
cided that  a  child  might  be  bom  alive  six  months  and  two  days  after  eoa- 
oeption ;  and  by  another,  de  ttatu  hominumf  required  seven  montiis.  (Foder^ 
ToL  iL  p.  110.) 


lenladona;  and  that  conception  nay  take  place  at  varioua 

MB  duriDg  the  menBtrual  intervals,  and  thus  vary  the  length 
r  the  gestation.  Such  early  living  births  are  at  the  present 
day  very  generally  and  very  properly  doubted, 

The  following  are  Baid  to  be  extracts  from  the  lectures  of 
the  eminent  Professor  Hamilton,  of  Edinburgh:  "All  accounts 
of  children  living  to  maturity,  who  were  brought  forth  at  thfl 
fifth  or  sixth  month,  are  fabulous,  at  least  I  consider  them  bo. 
I  lately  brought  a  child  into  the  world  a  few  days  after  the 
complctioD  of  the  sixth  month,  which,  to  my  surprise,  waa 
alive,  and  which  lived  nearly  three  days ;  and  this  is  the 
longest  period  that  ever  I  knew  so  early  a  ftetus  to  live.  At 
the  completion  of,  or  a  few  days  after,  the  seventh  month,  a 
child  may,  and  certainly  often  does,  live  to  maturity.  When 
I  first  began  practice,  I  supposes!  no  child  could  live  to  matu- 
rity which  weighed  loss  than  five  pounds  avoirdupois,  but  ex- 
perience has  convinced  me  to  the  contrary;  and  now  I  am 
coofident  that  a  child  of  four  and  a  quarter  pounds  weight 
m»y  live  to  maturity.  No  child  at  the  full  period  of  preg- 
nancy weighs  less  than  five  pounds  avoirdupois,  and  the  eom- 
mon  weight  of  chddren  at  the  full  period  is  seven  pounds."* 

In  a  late  case  in  Scotland,  Dr.  Hamilton  continued  to  main- 
tain the  above  opinion.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Jardine,  of  Kinghom, 
was  married  on  the  3d  of  March,  and  on  the  24th  of  August 
Mra.  J.  was  delivered  of  a  very  weak  child,  not  three  pounds 
in  weight,  but  which,  with  great  care,  had  hitherto  been  kept 
alive.  Mr.  Jardine  solemnly  declared  himself  innocent,  and 
threw  himself  upon  the  Presbytery.  Dr.  Hamilton  was  re- 
quested by  that  reverend  body  to  come  on  and  investigate  the 
OLse.  He  could  not,  but  wrote  two  letters,  stating  his  own 
experience  to  be  against  the  probability  of  a  child  born  m  the 
siztli  month  surviving;  referring,  however,  to  two  instances 
where  children  under  similar  circumatances  had  lived.  One 
oeoarred  in  1710,  when  the  wife  of  a  clergyman  in  the  Pre*, 
bytery  of  Wigton  was  delivered  of  a  living  child  within  five 
hinar  months  after  marriage,  and  Dr.  Pitcairn,  with  other 
ikyflicians,  gave  it  as  their  opinion  that  the  cliild  had  been 
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procreated  after  marriage.  The  other  was  in  Paisley,  in  ISlfi, 
when  a  married  woman,  who  had  preyionsly  had  children,  give 
birth  to  a  child  nineteen  weeks  after  conception,  and  it  lived 
a  year  and  a  half. 

Dr.  Thatcher  was  then  written  to.  He  came  to  Ein^wn, 
and  the  result  was  a  certificate  in  favor  of  Mr.  Jardine.  He 
belieyed  it  possible.  It  appears  satisfactorily  that  the  Ila^ 
riage,  after  being  a  matter  of  notoriety,  was  contracted  at  Ai 
appointed  time.  And  when  the  child  was  bom,  there  wis  no 
preparation  for  it — no  clothing  had  been  made — all  weretdDei 
by  surprise.  The  Presbytery  acquitted  Mr.  Jardine  of  all  eti- 
minality.* 

[By  far  the  most  satisfactory  case  on  record  is  that  relited 
by  Dr.  Outrepont,  of  Bamberg,  in  the  Zeitschrift  fur  Staate- 
artz,  vol.  vi.  p.  19.  Of  this  case,  Hencke  says  it  is  an  inooih 
trovertible  proof  of  the  possibility  of  rearing  a  six  montbi' 
child.  Guy  remarks  that  the  evidence  is  as  complete  as  it  ii 
possible  for  it  to  be  in  a  case  of  the  kind.  I  give  an  abstract 
of  the  case  from  Guy,  p.  182,  English  edition:  The  mother,  a 
young  woman,  who  had  always  been  perfectly  regular,  meih 
struated  in  the  usual  way  ten  days  after  her  marriage,  and 
subsequently  to  this  time  was  repeatedly  connected  with  ber 
husband.  About  a  fortnight  after  her  menstruation  her  ^ 
pearance  changed.  She  had  attacks  of  vomiting  and  fainting 
which  she  never  had  had  before.  These  symptoms  continued, 
and  the  menses  did  not  return,  and  about  twenty  weeks  after 
their  last  appearance  she  felt  the  first  movements  of  the  child. 
Five  weeks  after  this,  and  twenty-seven  after  the  last  appear- 

*  London  Med.  Gazette,  toI.  xyIL  p.  92.  (From  the  Fife  Herald,  October  1, 
1885.)  The  indWidual  who  communicates  this  case  sajs  that  he  has  le- 
oently  seen  a  chUd  prematurely  bom,  (certainly  before  seren  months,)  whidi 
at  birth  weighed  only  two  and  a  half  pounds.  <<  It  was  alire  when  I  iiV 
it,  and  lived  twelve  days." 

Mr.  Jardine*s  case  did  not  terminate  with  the  aboye  deoision  of  the 
bytery,  but  was  carried  up  by  appeal  to  the  Synod  and  the  General 
bly.  The  final  result  was,  however,  an  acquittaL  A  fiill  statement  of  Um 
ease,  with  the  medical  testimony  pro  and  con.,  may  be  found  in  the  Medioo- 
Chirurgical  Reyiew.  yoL  xxzy.  pp.  424^48. 

The  child  died  on  the  twentieth  of  March  succeeding,  haying  nmrlj 
plotod  the  age  of  seyen  months. 
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ance  of  the  menses,  she  had  labor-pains  and  hemorrhage,  da- 
pending  on  placenta  prsevia.    The  labor  was  brought  by  Dr.  0. 
to  a  favorable  issue.    Here  the  evidence  of  the  child  not  being 
more  than  twenty-five  (seven?)  weeks  old,  is  as  strong  as  it 
ever  can  be.    The  state  of  the  child  offered  evidence  stitl  more 
unequivocal.    It  was  a  boy;  breathed  immediately;  measured 
13J  inches,  and  weighed  one  pound  and  a  half.     Its  skin, 
much  wrinkled,  was  covered  with  smooth  lank  down.     The 
^■bttremitics  were  extremely  small  in  proportion  to  the  trunk, 
^^■d  were  kept  constantly  bent  over  the  body,  the  extra-uterine 
^^■Mtion.     The  nails  were  like  white  folds  of  skin;  the  testes 
^^Kve  in  the  belly,  and  the  membrana  pupillarts  was  entire, 
^^■-irliiued,  but  could  not  cry;  slept  almost  constantly;  seldom 
l^ened  its  eyes,  and  was  obviously  insensible  to  light  and 
Bound.     Urine  was  first  passed  on  the  seventh  and  f^ces  oa 
the  ninth  day.     By  most  assiduous  care  this  child  wae  reared, 
and  was  eleven  years  old  when  last  seen  by  Dr.  0.     He  waa 
the  size  of  a  boy  of  seven,  and  had  just  begun  to  read. — 
C.  R.  G.] 

We  may,  from  these  observations,  conclude  that  between 
fire  and  seven  months  there  have  been  instances  of  infants 
living,  though  most  rare ;  and  even  at  seven,  the  chances  of 
Bunriving  six  hours  after  birth  is  much  against  the  child.* 

*  BcUoc  mnd  Capnron,  among  miHleni  sathorB,  neafioa  iDBtancvs  of 
diUren  eurtiTing  at  til  and  a  half  noaibs.  They  were  Ter;  feebls 
and  aioall ;  Ihe  bead  ooTerod  obIj  wilti  a  light  down,  and  the  nails  ioaroely 
fHin«d.  There  are  some  recent  cases  related  in  (he  journahi,  which  niBj 
b««  be  Diealiatiad.  but  wllh  the  same  Daution  aa  already  offered.  A  sup- 
plied ax  and  a  half  manlha'  child,  bora  near  Calcutta,  of  European  pareala; 
»t  Ifae  time  of  the  deBcription,  it  nu  bmonlb  nnd  twenty  days  old;  weighed 
one  pound  and  thirteen  ounces ;  was  Tourteen  inches  in  Icoglh,  and  wai  then 
■ucVIing  well.  (Case  bj  ftlr.  Baker,  in  TrnnBactiona  of  Medical  and  Fhyd- 
ol  Society  of  Calcutta,  \o\.  i.  p.  364.) 

A  Mae  by  Mr.  Cribb,  where  the  mother  menstrualed  lael  on  the  fideenlli 
of  April,  and  was  taken  in  tabor  on  the  second  of  Notember,  1827.  The 
thM  wai  Tery  diminutiTe,  but  at  ten  months  it  weighed  twelve  pouudl, 
(t«ndDD  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  for  Noiemlier,  1828.) 

A  case  by  Mr.  Greening,  of  Worcester,  in  Midland  Medical  and  Surgionl 
Beporter,  toL  ii.  p.  3C2. 

Sandry  cases,  quoted  f^oin  Kfeli,  an  Italian  writer  on  viahillty,  in  Annales 
dHjgiiDe,  ToL  Tiii.  p.  IGS.     Some  of  these  are  of  fi>e  monibi. 

A  case  by  Hr.  ThomMn,  of  AWa,  Stirlitkgsbire,  of  ■  child  of  flya  moDths 
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An  opinion,  which  appears  to  be  as  old  as  the  days  of 
pocrates,  has  occupied  the  attention  of  many  writers,  conoem- 
ing  the  viability  of  eight  months'  children.  It  seems  to  haye 
been  the  prevalent  idea  that  they  are  not  so  capable  of  living 
as  those  of  seven  months.  Obstetrical  writers  of  the  present 
day  [have  entirely  abandoned  this  idea. — C.  R.  G.] 

2.  If  we  proceed  as  far  back  as  the  Roman  law,  we  shall 
find  provisions  on  the  subject  before  us.     To  enable  the  infant 

and  a  few  days  (as  was  supposed,)  surviving  three  hours  and  a  halfl  Ita 
length  was  twelve  and  a  half  inches,  and  its  weight  one  pound  eight  and 
three-quarter  ounces.  The  eyes  were  unopened,  and  the  nails  not  apparenL 
(London  Med.  Gazette,  vol.  xix.  p.  866.) 

Dr.  Montgomery  (Signs  of  Pregnancy,  p.  262,)  has  seen  one  instanee  of 
a  foetus,  which  at  the  utmost  could  only  have  completed  the  fifth  month,  and 
which  lived  a  few  minutes,  and  another  of  five  months  and  a  half,  whiek 
lived  for  four  hours,  *'  but  in  both,  the  state  was  that  of  mere  existenos^ 
without  the  presence  of  any  condition  that  oould  lead  to  the  most  remoCt 
expectation  of  life  being  continued." 

Dr.  Erbkam,  of  Berlin,  has  published  an  account  of  an  abortion  in  the 
fourth  month,  where  the  motions  of  the  foetus  continued  strong  for  lomt 
time  after  birth.  The  action  of  the  heart  was  visible.  The  length  of  the 
foetus  was  six  inches,  and  its  weight  four  ounces.  The  eyes  were  doaed. 
(British  and  Foreign  Med.  Review,  vol.  vL  p.  286.) 

Dr.  Dugas  (Southern  Med.  Journal)  relates  the  case  of  a  negro  womaa 
delivered  of  a  girl,  weighing  seventeen  ounces,  and  which  lived  twenty-four 
hours.  It  opened  its  eyes  and  sucked  a  teat.  The  period  of  gestation  wai 
probably  five  and  a  half  months.  (Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  toL  zx. 
p.  130.) 

I  add,  for  reference  and  examination,  the  following : — 
Case  by  Mr.  Streeter,  of  twins,  at  the  end  of  five  months.    One  surrirad 

upwards  of  two  months.  (Lancet,  N.  S.,  vol.  xxvii.  pp.  415,  447.) 
By  Dr.  Shipman,  at  the  sixth  month,  survived.  (American  Journal  Had. 

Sciences,  N.  S.,  vol.  v.  p.  499.) 
By  Mr.  Dodd,  do.  do.  (Transactions  Provincial  Med.  and  Surg.  Aaso- 

ciation,  vol.  ix.  p.  128.) 
By  Dr.  Hoist,  the  child  bom  in  the  twenty-fifth  week,  and  sorviftd 

three  days.  (London  Med.  Gazette,  July,  1848.) 
By  Mr.  Tait,  child  born  on  the  one  hundred  and  seventy-ninth  dajf 

survived  four  months.  (Lancet,  April  28,  1842.) 
By  Dr.  Cochran,  bom  at  the  end  of  the  fifth  month,  and  lived  six  days. 
(Edinburgh  Monthly  Journal,  vol.  ii.  p.  260.)  The  Gaiette  del  HSpi 
(June  15,  1850,)  gives  a  case  where  an  infant,  bom  six  months  and 
ten  days  after  impregnation,  and  whose  condition  seemed  to  ibrbid 
the  hope  of  its  surviving,  was  preserved  mainly  by  the  oonitani  on 
of  artificial  heat. 
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to  succeed  to  propertj,  it  wns  necessary  tliat  it  shotttd  be  per- 
feetltf  alive,  "«j  twug  j'^r/ecfe  wa^Mg  est,  etai  voccm  non  emi- 
'  and  the  decision  of  Zaccliias  is  in  accordance  with  it. 
ft  nasci,  et  natum  mori,  paria  gant. 
I  to  France,  a  capitulary  of  Dagobert  ordained  that  in 
ifler  to  succeed  to  property  the  infant  ehould  live  an  hour, 
and  be  able  to  see  tho  four  walls  and  ceiling  of  the  chamber. 
An  ordinance  of  Louis  IX.  altered  this  law,  and  directed  that 
it  should  cry,  in  order  to  enable  it  to  succeed. f 

The  present  French  law  is  contained  in  the  725th  and  906th 
articles  of  tlie  civil  code.  In  order  to  mcceeiJ,  the  infant 
mutt  hf  bom  viable;  and  in  order  to  receive  hy  testament^  it 
it  tufficieiit  to  have  been  conceived  at  the  time  of  the  death 
of  the  testator;  but  neither  donation  nor  testament  can  have 
effect,  unlets  the  child  he  born  viable.^  And  the  interpreta- 
tion of  the  word  life  or  being  born  alive,  is,  according  to  the 
most  distinguished  lawyers  and  phjeiciana  of  that  nation, 
complete  and  perfect  respiration.^ 

The  English  law,  so  far  as  it  ba^  a  bearing  on  the  question 
before  na,  is  contained  in  the  provisions  concerning  a  tenant 
by  the  evrffty  of  England,  as  it  is  called.  By  this  is  under- 
stood, "where  a  man  marries  a  woman  seised  of  an  estate  of 
tnherilance,  and  has  by  her,  issue  horn  alive,  which  was  capa- 
ble of  inheriting  her  estate.  In  this  case,  he  Ghall,  on  the 
death  of  his  wife,  hold  the  lands  for  his  life,  as  tenant  by  the 

Swy  of  England. "II     The  exposition  of  commentators  is  as 
hkHMier,  Yiabilite,  p.  3.  f  Capuron,  p.  ICIS.  %  ''■'''<  P-  ^■ 

Safin  lei  jnriseoiiiulles  ont  adopts  I'opiiiioQ  dee  ai£<Ieci[iB  tl  cet  eg&rd, 
•1  na  font  DoneUIer  In  Tie  onlinaire  ^ue  dans  In  respiration  cDtDplule.  Le 
tAtbrc  Merlin  dit  nu^si  irta-rormelleincBt  qu'i!  n'y  a  que  k  rcapiralion  coin- 
j/ittt  (jue  cnoslitule  la  yiv.'  (Capuron.  p.  199.) 
~t.  LoaMk,  of  London,  has  lalelj  put  tbia  case.  A  child's  bend  is  bom, 
I,  and  of  course  breatbes.  ond  jct  before  the  rest  of  llie  bodj  ii  ex- 
>  dfea.  Can  properly  be  tTSneinitlcd  od  suub  a  life?  I  apprehend 
n  b*  no  doubt  of  it,  according  lo  the  English  law.  (See  LondoD 
i)  thiftte,  Tol.  lii.  pp.  686,  677. ) 

B  ancient  provieion  in  Ibe  lairs  of  .Elhclbert  rGversca  the  law  ai  now 
**lr«  mft  brought  forth  chiMrcn  nliTe,  and  suryiTed  her  husband, 
0  luivt  hclf  hit  jiToptrtg."  (Edinburgli  Encyolopedia,  toI.  ii  p.  102, 
^nfio-AfXMi  La>e4.) 
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follows:  '^It  must  be  bom  alhre.  Some  haye  bad  a  bo&m 
that  it  must  be  heard  to  cry,  but  that  is  a  mistake.  Or/mf^ 
indeed,  is  the  strongest  evidence  of  its  being  bom  allTe;  but  it 
is  not  the  only  evidence."'*'  Coke  says :  ''If  it  be  bom  alif% 
it  is  sufficient,  though  it  be  not  heard  to  cry,  for,  peradfea- 
ture,  it  may  be  bom  dumb.  It  must  be  proved  that  the  iflue 
was  alive;  for  mortuiu  exitiiSj  non  est  exitus;  so  as  the  dy- 
ing is  but  a  proof  that  the  child  was  bom  alive,  and  so  is  ibo> 
tion,  stirring,  and  the  like/'f  The  cases  to  which  both  thm 
authors  refer,  certainly  prove  the  doctrines  stated  by  them  to 
be  the  law  of  England;];  but  it  is  to  be  feared  that  the  broil 
principle  thus  laid  down  may  lead  to  practical  injustice.  I 
cannot  better  illustrate  my  ideas  on  this  point,  than  by  stating 
the  following  case,  which  lately  occurred  in  England. 

In  1806,  a  cause  entitled  Fish  or  Fisher  v.  Palmer,  im 
tried  before  the  court  of  exchequer  at  Westminster  HaD.  It 
appears  that  an  infant  was  bom  to  Mr.  Fish,  in  1796,  whidi 
was  supposed  to  be  still-born;  and  on  the  death  of  hiswifiB^ 
he  accordingly  resigned  her  property  to  the  legal  heir.  Some 
circumstances  afterwards  occurred  which  induced  him  to  bring 
the  present  action,  and  to  attempt  to  prove  that  the  child  hid 
not  been  born  dead. 

Dr.  Lyon  (deceased  at  the  time  of  the  trial)  had  declared, 


«  Blackstone,  toI.  ii.  p.  127.  f  Coke  Littleton,  80  a. 

X  Dyer's  Reports,  p.  25.  <<It  was  moTed,  that  a  man  shall  be  tenant  liy 
the  curtesy,  although  the  issue  be  not  heard  to  cry,  so  as  it  can  be  kaovi 
that  it  hath  life;  for  it  may  be,  the  issue  is  bom  dumb."  So  was  the opinMB 
of  Fitzherbert.  This  was  in  the  28th  of  Henry  VIII.  The  other  case  (Painc'ii 
in  8th  Coke's  Reports,)  is  instructive,  because  it  giyes  us  the  opinion  of  tin 
old  writers  on  this  subject.  Glanvil  says  that  the  husband  inherits,  "a 
uxore  sua  ?uered*  hahuerxi  filiam  elamantem  et  auditam  infra  gutUvor  pariiUL* 
And  Bracton,  **SiTe  superst'  Aierit  liberi  siye  mortui,  dum  tamen  semelaBt 
Yocem  aut  clamorem  dismiscrint,  quod  audiatur  inter  quatuor  parietes,  u 
hoc  probct,  et  licet  partus  moriat*  in  ipso  partu,  vel  yItus  nascat,  Tel  forte 
semi-mortuus,  licet  yocem  non  emiserit,  solent  obstetrioes  in  ftmnd*  nri 
haered'  protest ari  partum  yiyum  nasci  et  legitim',  et  ideo  neeetM  et  votempn' 
bare,  et  licet  naturaliter  mutus  nascitur  et  surdus,  tamen  clamorem  emkUn 
debet,"  The  court,  however,  (Common  Pleas,  29th  of  Elisabeth,)  decided 
according  to  the  dictum  of  Littleton,  as  adopted  by  the  commentators  in  tie 
text,  that  **  the  crying  is  but  a  proof  of  the  Itfe,  But  in  the  eate  mt  bv,  to 
remove  all  tenqflee^  it  Ufoe  found  that  the  iteue  ip<w  heard  to  cry." 
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la  hour  before  the  birth^  that  the  child  was  alive;  and  having 
directed  a  warm  bath  to  be  prepared,  gave  the  child,  when 
bom,  to  the  nurse,  to  be  immersed  in  the  warm  water.  It  did 
not  cry,  nor  move,  nor  show  any  symptoms  of  life;  but  while 
in  the  water,  (according  to  the  testimony  of  two  females,  the 
nurse  and  the  cook,)  there  twice  appeared  a  twitching  and 
tremulous  motion  of  the  lips.  Upon  informing  Dr.  Lyon  of 
this,  he  directed  them  to  blow  into  its  throat;  but  it  never 
exhibited  any  other  signs  of  life. 

Several  physicians  were  examined  as  to  the  deduction  to  be 
drawn  from  these  symptoms.  Drs.  Babington  and  Haighton 
agreed  that  the  muscular  motion  of  the  lips  could  not  have 
happened,  if  the  vital  principle  had  been  quite  extinct;  and 
that  therefore  the  child  was  alive.  Dr.  Denman,  on  the  con- 
trary, gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  child  was  not  alive.  He 
considered  that  the  motion  of  the  lips  did  not  prove  the  pre- 
sence of  the  vital  principle,  and  drew  a  distinction  between 
uterine  and  extra-uterine  life.  The  remains  of  the  former, 
he  thought,  might  have  produced  the  twitching  of  the  lips. 
The  jury,  however,  found  that  the  child  was  born  alive ;  and 
the  property  which  he  had  surrendered  ten  years  previous, 
returned  again  to  Mr.  Fish.* 

It  will  readily  be  observed,  that  a  very  extensive  latitude  is 
given  to  juries  by  this  decision ;  and  that  they  may  decide 
contrary  to  what  is  correct  in  physiology,  on  the  opinions  of 
men  incompetent  to  guide  on  this  subject.  In  the  instance 
before  us,  indeed,  they  were  justified  in  their  verdict  by  the 
testimony  of  eminent  physicians,  but  it  must  also  be  remarked, 
that  the  proofs  of  life  relied  on  by  them  are  equivocal.  It 
has  been  suggested,  and  I  think  with  truth,  that  these  convul- 
sive motions  merely  show  that  the  muscular  fibre  has  not  yet 
lost  its  contractility.  Still-born  infants,  or  those  who  die  in- 
stantly on  being  delivered,  are  not  unfrequently  observed  to 
open  their  mouth,  and  extend  their  arms  or  legs.  May  not 
these  be  merely  the  relaxation  of  a  contracted  muscle,  or  the 
stimulus  of  the  atmospheric  air  on  a  body  unaccustomed  to 

♦  Foderd,  voL  il  p.  160;  Smith,  p.  888. 
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it?'*'  Foder^  remarks,  that  in  his  youth  he  has  frequently 
seen  still-hom  children  carried  to  a  chapel  of  the  Virgin, 
which  was  built  on  high  ground.  The  cold  air  of  the  plaee 
produced  such  an  excitement,  that  they  appeared  to  raise  thdr 
eyelids  for  an  instant,  and  that  instant  was  improved  to  admi- 
nister the  rite  of  baptism. f  Ghaussier  also  examined  the 
body  of  several  children,  born  at  five,  six,  and  even  seven 
months,  who  were  said  to  have  lived  one  or  two  hours,  and  in 
whom  a  motion  of  the  jaws  and  members  had  been  observed, 
and  indeed  a  slight  respiration.  He  ascertained  by  dissection, 
that  not  one  of  them  had  lived  after  birth,  and  concluded 
that  the  proofs  observed  owed  some  of  their  strength  to  the 
wishes  of  friends,  and  were  in  fact  nothing  more  than  the 
feeble  remains  of  foetal  life,  resembling,  in  many  respects, 
the  appearances  observed  on  the  body  of  an  animal  recently 
decapitated.^ 

One  of  Chaussier's  latest  productions  (at  the  age  of  eightj- 
one)  was  an  appeal  to  the  Minister  of  Justice,  in  France,  relatife 
to  the  looseness  of  the  law  on  this  subject.  He  notices  iht 
various  signs,  and  shows  their  insufficiency.  The  pulsation  at 
the  umbilical  cord,  and  the  spouting  of  blood  from  it  when 

*  I  am  happy  to  add  the  opinion  of  so  eminent  a  writer  on  phjsiologj  ai 
Professor  Dunglison,  in  favor  of  the  doctrine  advocated  above.  '*  The  irrite- 
bility  shown,"  says  he,  "must  be  regarded  simply  as  an  evidence  that  tht 
parts  have  previously  and  recently  formed  part  of  a  living  system.'*  (Hi 
Physiology,  vol.  i.  p.  817.) 

t  Foder^,  vol.  ii.  p.  160.  *< Notwithstanding  aU  tiiis,  I  think  that 
there  is  a  power  of  being  affected  by  stimuli,  (other  than  galvanic  or  tlM- 
trie,)  this,  in  common  sense,  must  be  held  to  constitute  vitality;  and  M 
practical  good  can  result  from  nice  metaphysical  distinctions  between  fcBtal 
and  extra-uterine  life,  when  the  child  is  fairly  in  the  open  air."  (Dnxu>r.) 

X  Capuron,  p.  198.  The  action  of  sucking  in  the  new-bom  infant  ku 
been  shown  to  be  purely  instinctive.  Mr.  Granger  removed  the  brail  In 
several  puppies,  and,  notwithstanding,  on  being  brought  up  to  the  nip|llh 
they  attempted  to  seize  hold  of  it  (British  and  Foreign  Medical  RefiMTi 
vol.  V.  p.  507.) 

The  reviewer  of  Barzellotti*8  Treatise  on  Medical  JnriapmdenM,  ia  tht 
last-named  work,  (vol.  ix.  p.  44,)  is,  however,  of  opinion  thai  the 
action  indicative  of  vitality,  as  the  quivering  of  a  lip,  is  sufficient  to 
blish  the  point  that  the  child  was  not  dead  when  bom.  He  ileo  chaimetM^ 
izes  the  above  distinctions  of  Denman,  Foder^,  and  ChaoBaier,  of  oUriM 
And  extra-uterine  life,  as  abfurd. 


DELtVERT.  418 

j  only  prove  that  the  blood  has  preserved  its  fioidity,  and 
lat  there  is  some  action  left  in  the  vessel.  The  evacuation 
of  the  meconium  should  not  be  deemed  a  sign  of  life,  since  it 
is  sometimes  discharged  in  the  womh,  and  is  often  caused  by  a 
compression  of  the  abdomen.  Nor  is  the  objection  mentioned 
by  Lord  Coke,  that  the  deaf  and  dumb  cannot  cry,  and  that 
therefore  there  might  be  injustice  done  iosomo  cases,  correct, 
since  experience  and  observation  show  that  they  do  cry  when 
perfectly  alive.*  Chaussier  insists  that  the  proofs  of  life,  in 
these  disputed  cases,  should  be  poaitiee  and  manifest — such  na 
the  high  red  color  and  warmth  of  the  skin,  a  free  and  full  re»» 
piratioQ ;  sharp  and  continued  crying,  and  motion  of  the 
heart  and  limbs,  and  these  continuing  for  a  longer  time  thaa 
a  few  minutes-t 

The  Scotch  law  seems  to  he  more  precise  in  its  provisiouB. 
Individuals  there,  aa  in  England,  are  allowed  to  hohl  property 
u  tenants  by  the  curtesy;  but  it  can  only  take  place  where 
the  issue  has  been  heard  to  cry.  ''Lord  Stair,  in  his  Insti- 
tales,  lays  it  down,  that  the  children  of  the  marriage  must 
attain  that  maturity  as  to  be  heard  to  cry  or  weep ;  and  adds, 
that  the  law  hath  well  fixed  the  matui-ity  of  the  children  by 
their  crying  or  weeping,  and  hath  not  left  it  to  the  conjecture 

*  "It  need  scareelj  bo  said,  that  tbe  de&f  and  dumb  cry  at  the  moment  of 
UnJ>,  lh«  Mme  aa  other  obildren.  The  oatural  or;  il  eSscled  bj  them,  oa 
ir<ll  aa  bj  the  infant  that  paseesBfls  all  its  senaee.  It  is  tbe  oi^j uirnf  Toioa 
alone  which  tbey  arc  iaoapable  of  attaimag."  (Dungliaon's  Physiology.  *al.  1. 

t  ChBduier,  Memoire  medio o-legale  Eur  la  viabilil^.  de  I'enfant  nnissant) 
Pftris,  ItUU.  In  182S,  CoUard  de  Marligny ,  a  French  lawyer,  also  wrote  on 
tbia  Butyoct,  in  oonaeqaence  of  (be  cxamiiiBtiun  of  a  child,  born  allre  at  the 
ftiU  tim«,  which  breathed,  cried,  anil  moved,  but  dit'd  at  the  end  of  tan 
nlnntes:  and  an  diasection.  such  raarks  of  diseaee  were  found  aa  precTuJed 
Um  po<<»ibility  of  its  aurriiing.  Wu  (liin  t  cnae  la  which  the  Uw  nppUed) 
w,  in  othir  words,  was  it  riakU  citilly,  slihougb  it  evidently  was  nul  ual*- 
raUii  lu!  Our  Bulbar  justly  decides  in  the  affirmative.  It  ia  manifeBl  thkt 
uy  dieciu«aiu  beyond  ih&t  of  the  proof  of  the  existence  of  pcrffct  Ifft,  (no 
mailer  bow  ■hort  that  may  be,  j  muat  lead  ta  intertoiuBble  ilispulDB.  and  the 
btnflHt  of  ■  fsoenil  rule  will  be  loal  in  the  oanaideratiaa  and  >djn<!tmea[  of 
ftvj  inJitidual  oaae.  This  difficulty,  howoTer,  can  only  occur  in  cases 
r  ih*  Fraaeb  Uw,  and  originntes  in  the  (iroper  interpret  at  ion  ot  the 
',  (Quwtiuiu)  de  Jurisprudence,  etc.) 
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but  which  died  at  the  end  of  thirteen  minntcs,  and  which  was 
not  opened  after  death.  The  huaband,  who  was  a  witness  of 
the  operation,  along  with  the  surgeon  who  performed  it,  d&- 
dared  himself  the  heir  of  the  chilJ,  resting  his  claims  upon 
the  declaration  of  the  surgeon,  which  were  that  the  child  had 

Etbe  characters  of  maturity,  and  that  it  was  living,  which 
discovered  by  motions  of  the  legs  and  feet,  which  had 
en  place  before,  during,  and  after  the  operation;  by  the 
child's  opening  its  hands,  which  were  closed;  by  the  circum- 
stances, that  on  cutting  the  umbilical  cord  blood  sprung  out, 
and  that  pulsations  were  fell  in  tho  cord,  the  carotid  arterieS) 
1  the  region  of  the  heart;  by  tho  circumstance,  that  on 
ring  water  on  the  child's  head  in  adminiftering  baptism  to 
^  there  resulted  a  motion  of  the  lips  and  mouth,  and  an  Im- 
Mton  which  produced  an  inspiration ;   and  htstly,  by  the 
rcomstance  that  the  natural  heat  remained;  that  after  hav- 
j  lived  about  thirteen  or  fourteen  minutes,  some  drops  of 
blood  came  from  the  nose  of  the  child ;  that  it  became  pale, 
stretched  its  limbs,  closed  its  eyes,  and  died.     The  brothers  of 
^^^  deceased  opposed  the  husband  in  his  claims,  and  during 
^■fce  procedure  dependent  before  the  Senate  of  Turin,  some 
^^■Btinguiahcd  members  of  the  medical  faculty  of  that  city  pro- 
^^Bscd  the  following  questions  to  the  faculty  of  Strasburg: — 
1.  If  it  be  sufficiently  proved  by  the  motions,  of  which  meo- 
tion  is  made  in  the  above  declaration,  that  the  child  in  quea- 
^■Ibd  lived  a  life  which  rendered  it  capable  of  succeeding;  that 
^^K  \iad  been  born  capable  of  living,  in  consequence  of  the 
^H^eration  performed  upon  its  already  dead  mother,  and  that 
H  had  really  breathed?     2.  If  the  dissection  of  the  child's 
body,  which  had  been  neglected,  might  not  have  been  of  great 
BMistaiicc  in  determining  whether  the  cliild  bad  actually  lived, 
nod  discovering  the  cause  of  its  death,  which  had  been  bo 
quick?     The  faculty  named  a  commission,  composed  of  Pro- 
fessors Lauth,  Lobatein,  Flamant,  Tourdes,  and  Foder^,  and 
It  was  unanimously  decided  that  the  Erst  question  should  be 
umwcred  affirmatively,  and  the  second  negatively."* 


'  From  a  Critical  Notice  of  " Anthropojmeit,"  tj  J.  B.  DemBDgeon.  M.D., 
Paii«,  1&29,  io  Edinburgh  Journal  of  N&lunl  and  Qeognpbioal  Seienee, 
tri.H.p.  t«e. 
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In  April,  1884,  a  female  in  France,  supposed  to  be  dgjkt 
months  advanced  in  pregnancy,  was  seized  with  conTulsuni^ 
and  died.  At  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  her  deaA, 
Dr.  Cabaret  performed  the  Cesarean  operation  and  extraelad 
a  child.  This  physician  swore  that  he  saw  its  chest  and  iSn 
move ;  that  there  was  pulsation  in  the  umbilical  cord,  and  abs 
at  its  base,  after  it  was  cut  off,  and  that  on  laying  his  hind  « 
the  region  of  the  heart,  he  felt  its  beating.  The  body  mi 
put  into  a  warm  bath,  and  immediately  on  immersion,  the 
right  hand  was  raised  toward  the  head  and  a  slight  respink 
tion  ensued.  After  this  it  was  motionless.  Dr.  Cabaret  thers- 
fore  considered  that  it  had  breathed,  though  feebly,  and  for  s 
space  of  time  not  exceeding  five  minutes.  This  testimony 
was  confirmed  by  several  female  witnesses  who  were  in  attend- 
ance on  the  mother. 

On  the  other  hand,  a  physician  swore  that  the  child  mnt 
have  been  dead,  since  he  had  been  for  eleven  hours  in  attend- 
ance on  the  mother,  previous  to  her  decease,  and  had  felt  no 
motion  in  the  uterus.  He  had,  however,  not  been  present  st 
the  operation. 

Thirty-three  days  after  the  extraction  of  the  child,  it  was 
disinterred  and  examined.  The  lungs  were  compact  and  of 
a  reddish-brown  color,  and  though  the  chest  was  arched,  yet 
they  did  not  fill  it.  The  left  lung  was  emphysematous  at  its 
upper  part;  there  was  meconium  in  the  intestines,  and  the 
stomach  and  bladder  were  empty.  The  body  bore  all  the 
marks  of  a  foetus  between  seven  and  eight  months  advanced. 
The  lungs,  with  the  heart  annexed,  on  being  put  into  a  vessel 
of  water,  floated.  When  the  heart  was  removed  and  the  right 
lung  was  placed  in  the  water,  it  sank,  but  the  left  floated.  On 
cutting  it  into  pieces,  all  these  sank,  except  portions  from  the 
emphysematous  part. 

The  question  was  now  put  to  several  physicians,  whether 
this  state  of  facts  proved  that  the  child  had  lived.  Yelpeaa 
gave  an  affirmative  answer.  The  pulsations  of  the  heart  and 
cord,  and  the  movement  of  the  hand,  showed  that  the  blood 
was  not  motionless  in  its  vessels.  It  was  not,  therefore,  he 
said,  dead  at  this  period.    Orfila,  Dubois,  Pelletan  and  others, 


DBLIVBRT. 


were  of  B  contrary  opinion.  The  first  ascribes  the  condition 
of  the  left  Inng  to  the  progress  of  putrefaction.  If  it  had 
originated  from  independent  rcspirfttion,  the  right  lung  should 
h&Te  contained  more  air  than  the  left.  The  pulsatioQ  in  the 
umbilical  oord  also  showed  that  extra- uteriae  life  was  not 
establLihed.  Dubois  remarks  that  it  did  not  live,  in  the  law 
sense  required,  since  the  pulsatioos  spoken  of  equally  take 
ice  in  ntero. 

(She  court  finally  submitted  the  case  to  the  consideration  of 
n.  Marjolin,  Roux,  and  Mafc,  and  required  answers  to  the 
lowing  questions :  1.  Whether  th<!  child  had  lived?  2.  Wat 
n  viable?     Those  gentlemen  commence  their  opinion  by 
[■tiring  whether  there  vras  anything  in  the  disease  of  the 
tfaer,  and  the  consequent  operation,  incompatible  with  the 
Enrriving  of  the  child ;  and,  after  showing  by  numerous  authori- 
ties that  there  was  not,  although  the  chances  were  small,  tbej 
next  proceed  to  canvass  the  testimony. 

The  motion  of  the  arm  is  supposed  to  be  mechanical,  owing 
to  tfac  stimulus  of  immersion  acting  on  the  remains  of  fcetal 
life.  So  also  with  respect  to  what  Dr.  Cabaret  considered  to 
be  respiration.  If  a  child  breathed  ever  bo  feebly  for  five 
miaotes,  it  ia  remarkable  that  it  raised  no  ery — not  evea 
those  feeble  sounds  produced  when  the  air  penetrates  only  so 
hx  sa  the  trachea.  Finally,  the  pulsation  of  the  cord  ceases 
U  soon  as  respiration  commences. 

Having  thus  disposed  of  the  testimony  of  Dr.  Cabaret,  they 
next  proceed  to  consider  that  deduced  from  the  dissection. 
The  arched  state  of  the  thorax,  they  suggest,  may  have  arisen 
tma  the  progress  of  putrefaction  aa  well  as  from  perfect  respi- 
nttoD,  »nd  the  former  is  rendered  more  probable,  from  the 
fact  that  the  kngs  did  not  fill  the  cavity  of  the  chest.  They 
Ketlc  that  this  lost  is  not  indispensable,  since  Schmitt,  of 
BtM,  found  a  similar  condition  in  a  fcetus  which  bad  lived 
f-fiix  honrs ;  but  then  the  other  proofs  of  breathing  must 
be  unequivocal.  The  compact  state  of  the  lungs  is  also  a  cir- 
cometanee  agaitist,  as  also  their  reddish-brown  color,  bat  this 
t  is  not  much  relied  on. 
8  lo  the  floating  of  the  heart  and  lungs  when  united,  they 
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are  disposed  to  ascribe  it  to  the  emphysema  that  iras  pwwait. 
It  is  also  possible  that  the  progress  of  putrefaction  might  hm 
developed  gas  in  the  heart  or  its  yessels.  All  the  dram- 
stances  go  to  prove  this  to  be  the  cause  and  not  respiratioBy 
and  we  know  in  the  case  of  the  dro¥med,  that  a  small  qufr 
tity  of  the  gases  induced  bj  putrefaction  is  sofScient  to  flotti 
comparatively  heavy  body.  From  these  consideratioiis,  aai 
believing  that  all  the  indications  might  be  referred  to  Ai 
remains  of  foetal  life^  they  gave  it  as  their  opinion,  that  tbe 
child  had  not  breathed,  and  consequently  had  not  lived. 

As  to  the  second  question,  after  noticing  the  appearance  of 
the  child,  its  weight  and  length,  (it  weighed  two  and  a  half 
pounds  and  measured  sixteen  inches  ten  lines,)  the  me&i 
line,  about  an  inch  above  the  umbilicus,  the  state  of  the  mob 
and  hair,  etc.,  they  decide  that  it  must  have  been  a  foetus  be- 
tween seven  and  eight  months  advanced,  and  consequent^ 
that  it  was  capable  of  living.  "*" 

The  only  American  case  relating  to  this  point,  that  I  Ctfi 
find,  is  that  of  Marsellis  v.  Thalhimer,  which  occurred  in  the 
chancery  court  of  this  State  in  1830.  The  widow  was  de- 
livered of  a  full-grown  child  two  months  after  the  death  of  the 
husband ;  it  never  breathed.  On  these  facts,  a  dispute  arose 
concerning  the  disposition  of  property.  It  was  urged,  that 
the  child  having  been  born,  the  presumption  was  that  it  was 
born  alive,  until  the  contrary  was  proved;  and  that  a  child M 
ventre  sa  mere^  was  a  life  in  being  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
either  as  it  regarded  its  own  benefit  or  that  of  other  persona. 
The  opposite  doctrine  was  maintained  by  most  of  the  argu- 
ments and  legal  enactments  which  I  have  already  noticed,  and 
the  decision  of  the  Chancellor  (Walworth)  was  in  conformity 
to  this.  ^'I  am  satisfied,*'  says  he,  ''from  the  opinion  of  the 
physician  examined  before  the  surrogate,  that  no  court  ia 
authorized  to  decide  affirmatively  that  the  child  was  bom 
alive.  There  is  no  legal  presumption  in  favor  of  the  fact;  and 
as  the  mother  claimed  by  descent  from  the  child,  she  held  the 


*  Annalea  d^Hygibne,  toI.  xix.  pp.  98  to  169. 
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affirmative,  and  was  bound  to  establish  her  riglit  by  legal 
proof,"* 
^  For  want  of  a  better  place,  I  insert  here  a  decision  of  the 
^reme  court  of  MaasachuaettH,  that  an  unborn  infant  may 
'writ  property.     I  supposed  at  one  time  that  it  waa  a  8oU- 
j  case,  but  there  eeems  to  have  been  an  earlier  one.     It  is 
I  be  hoped  that  their  publication  may  aid  in  promoting  a  r^ 
1  the  Criminal  Law  on  the  point  in  question. 
A  testator  bequeathed  the  residue  of  his  personal  estate  to 
such  of  his  grandchildren  as  should  he  living  at  his  deceate, 
in   equal  portions.      The  testator  died  June  19,  1800,  and 
Charles   L,  Ilaneock,  one 'of  hia    grandchildren,   was   bom 
March  6,  ISIO.     The  court  decided  that  the  "distinction  be- 
tween a  woman  being  pregnant  and  being  quick  with  child,  ia 
applic4ible  mainly,  if  not  exclusively,  to  criminal  cases,  and 
does  not  apply  to  cases  of  descents,  devises,  and  other  gifta. 
In  general,  a  child  is  to  be  considered  as  in  being  from  the 
lime  of  its  conception,  where  it  will  be  for  the  benefit  of  such 
child  to  be  so  considered.     The  time  of  conception  of  a  child 
^^^f  resumed  to  be  at  a  period  nine  months  prenous  to  its  birth, 
^^Kd  where  there  is  no  evidence  to  rebut  this  presumption,  it  is 
^^Bftsidered  conclusive."     Charles  was,  therefore,  entitled  to  a 
^^»»re  of  the  property.-}- 

The  following  decision  of  Lord  Chancellor  Macclesfield  is 


P  Z  Pkigo's  Cliiinci>t7  Reporta,  vol.  11.  p.  35.  I  (^aunot  be  ioBensible  to  Out 
iring  Icrma  in  wUich  the  Chincellor,  in  bis  leuncd  opinion,  wu  pleuad 
Mtioa  ihli  irark. 

■  1633,  []i«  Solicitor- General  of  Englaad  brought  iiiio  rnrljament  "An 

IT  lh«  amendaieiil  of  (he  Uv  reUtive  lo  (he  es<iile  of  a,  lenant  bj  l]i« 

jr  of  Eoglmd."     In  [hia  it  km  provided  thiit  llio  biifband  miy  oi^oj 

•  wife*!  eatste  u  lenint  b;  Ihe  curies;,  Bllhough  noiual  posBession  of  It 

In  kb  lifetime  ma;  col  be  had,  ani)  although  there  mn;  Dot  liavo  been  iaine 

at  til*  marrlnge.  (Companion  to  the  Nowapaper,  p.  5G.) 

TUa  aoi,  howeTsr,  did  not  pass;  and  the  law  remnina  aa  it  wia.   The  I»«b 

«  in  Uaine  and  Rhode  lelund,  la  lo  the  power  of  the  huebond  lo  hold 

MBBt  by  the  curtesy,  are  siiited  by  Judge  Story,  in  Smnoor's  Reports  for 

I  rtnt  Cnlttd  Stalea  Circnit,  toI.  i.  p.  121,  Robinson  ».  Codinan ;  ibid., 

I,  StodiUrd  >.  Oibbt. 
\  Bftll  e.  nanouch,  IG  Pickering'a  Reports,  p.  2S5. 
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quoted  by  Lord  Campbell,  in  his  Liyes  of  ihe  ChanoeDim  tf 

England,  vol.  iv.  p.  524: — 

An  ancestor  of  the  late  Sir  Francis  Bordett  devifled  lus 
estates,  ''  in  case  he  should  leave  no  son  at  the  time  of  lui 
death,''  to  his  cousin  Frances  Hopegood,  and  died  leaving Ui 
wife  pregnant  without  his  knowledge.  She  gave  birth  to  a 
son,  and  the  question  was,  which  should  have  the  estates  T  tlie 
devisee  contending  that  the  testator  left  no  son  at  the  tim$  ^ 
his  deathj  as  it  was  then  doubtful  whether  any  child  woqU 
be  born  of  the  widow,  and  what  the  sex  might  be,  so  tiiat  tiu 
estates  vested  in  the  devisee,  and  could  not  be  divested  by  the 
son's  subsequent  birth.  But  L(7rd  Macclesfield,  after  ooii- 
sulting  the  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  held  tbat 
the  infant.  Sir  Robert  Burdett,  though  not  actually  bom  at 
the  death  of  his  father,  yet  in  the  eye  of  the  law  had  ezistenee 
in  his  mother's  womb,  {ventre  sa  mere;)  as  if  a  pregnant  womaa 
takes  poison  to  kill  her  child,  and  the  child  being  bom  alive, 
dies  of  the  poison,  she  is  guilty  of  murder ;  an  unborn  child, 
therefore,  may  take  as  heir  or  devisee,  and  here  it  could  not 
be  imagined  that  the  testator  ever  intended  to  disinherit  his 
own  son.     So  the  estates  remained  with  the  Burdetts."^ 

The  state  of  infants  delivered  by  the  CiBSABBAN  opbratioi 
belongs  also  to  this  place,  and  I  shall  illustrate  the  laws  of 
different  countries  respecting  them,  by  mentioning  variouB 
cases  that  have  occurred. 

A  female,  the  wife  of  Matthew  Braccius,  died  at  the  seventh 
month  of  pregnancy,  of  a  violent  illness,  and  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  thereafter  an  infant  was  taken  from  her  by  the  Ca&sarean 
operation.  The  father  claimed  to  be  its  heir,  and  it  was  as- 
serted in  proof  of  its  life,  that  it  had  opened  its  eyes  and  made 
some  slight  motions.  Zacchias  was  consulted  on  this  case^ 
and  in  his  opinion,  he  asserts  that  these  motions  were  mecha- 
nical, and  the  effect  of  the  air  on  the  body ;  and  this  was  cor- 
roborated by  the  fact  that,  after  its  extraction,  the  child  was 
carried  into  a  cold  cellar.     The  decision  was  conformable  to 


*  This  case  is  reported  in  1  Peere  WiUiams,  Sir  Robert  Bordett  v.  Hope- 
good. 


this  opinion,*  It  appears,  however,  that  tlie  conrt  of  Sancta 
Rom,  at  Kome,  allowed  an  infant  to  inberit  who  was  'lelivered 
by  the  C«3sarean  operation,  and  who  Urcd  for  several  weeks 
thereafter.f 

In  France,  a  sitnilar  case  has  been  made  the  subject  of  con- 
troversy, A  female,  residing  in  the  department  of  the  Loire, 
died  in  childbed  on  the  2d  of  July,  1780,  and  after  her  death, 
an  infant  was  extracted  by  the  CECsarenn  operation,  which  was 
baptized,  aa  being  alive.  A  lawsuit  was  instituted  on  the  case, 
and  it  was  proved  that  the  infant  had  opened  and  shut  its 
mouth  for  the  space  of  half  an  hour ;  that  one  of  its  hands  had 
been  opened,  and  that  it  closed  it  again  without  assistance; 
that  it  vomited  some  froth;  that  it  made  several  expirations 
like  a  person  who  is  dying;  and  that  it  was  perfectly  well 
formed.  It  was  objected,  tliat  the  infant  was  too  immatnre, 
and  consequently  was  not  viable,  and  of  course  could  not  bug- 
ceed  to  property.  The  testimony  of  the  witnoaacs  was  also 
impeached.  The  court,  however,  decided  that  the  infant  had 
lived,  and  refused  to  consider  the  question  of  its  viability.]; 

In  England,  a  person  cannot  hold  property  as  tenant  by 
the  cnrtesy,  if  the  child  has  been  delivered  by  the  Csesarean 
operation.  "The  iasue  must  be  bom  during  the  life  of  the 
mother;  for  if  the  mother  dies  in  labor,  and  the  C'vceBrean 
operation  is  performed,  the  hufiband  in  this  case  shall  not  he 
tenant  by  the  curtesy:  because,  at  the  instant  of  the  molher'a 
death,  he  was  clearly  not  entitled,  as  having  no  iasue  born,  but 
the  land  descended  to  the  child  while  he  was  yet  in  his  mo- 
ther's womb,  and  the  estate  being  once  so  vested,  shall  not 
■fterwards  be  taken  from  him."5  "One  Reppes,  of  North- 
Dmberland,  took  to  wife  an  inheritrix,  who  was  great  with 
child  by  him,  and  died  in  her  travail,  and  the  issue  was  ripped 
Dot  of  her  belly  alive;  and  by  reference  out  of  the  chancery 
to  the  justice,  they  resolved  that  he  should  not  be  tenant  by 
ibe  curtesy,  for  it  ought  to  begin  by  the  birth  of  the  issue, 
a  consummated  by  the  death  of  the  wife."|| 

M,  Consilium,  No.  87.      f  Foder*.  toI-  "-  p.  1 63.      %  Ibid.,  p.  IM- 
ukitooe,  *al.  ii.  p.  13S ;  aoe  ■Iso  l^ok*  Liuleton,  29  b. 

ti,  Btb  Coke's  Riporti.     I  do  no!  know  Lhal  tnythiBg  c: 
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8.  The  consideration  of  the  sabject,  how  far  drfarmitji  m* 
eapacitates  from  inheriting j  cannot  be  better  introdnced  that 
bj  stating  the  division  of  monsters  proposed  by  Bnffoa.  Ht 
separates  them  into  three  classes — ^monsters  by  excess,  iBoa* 
Bters  by  defect,  and  monsters  by  alteration  or  inrong  poeitMiii 
of  parts. 

Of  the  first  class,  a  very  remarkable  instance  is  related  ii 
the  case  of  twins,  born  at  Tzoni,  in  Hungary,  on  the  16th  of 
October,  1701.  These  two  females  were  called  Heloi  and 
Judith,  and  were  separated  from  each  other,  except  at  tk 
anus,  where  they  were  united,  and  the  function  pertaining  ta 
that  part  was  performed  in  common.  They  lived  to  the  age  of 
twenty-two  years.  Judith  first  fell  sick,  but  the  health  of 
Helen  also  became  soon  impaired,  and  the  latter  died  three 
minutes  after  the  former.  They  expired  on  the  28d  of  Feb> 
ruary,  1723,  at  Presburg.*     The  case  related  by  Sir  Evertrd 

Mid  on  the  subject  of  the  first  born  of  twins,  except  the  following  qnoto- 
tion:  **WheQ  the  question  was,  which  of  three  sons,  all  bom  at  a  birth,  wtf 
the  eldest,  the  declaration  of  a  female  relation,  that  she  was  at  the  hMk, 
and  she  tied  a  string  round  the  arm  of  the  second  son,  in  order  te  disfii* 
gnish  him,  was  admitted  in  evidence/'  (Starkie  on  Evidence,  vol.  ilL  p.  1116.) 

*  See  an  account  of  this  extraordinary  case  in  the  Philosophical  TrauM- 
tions,  by  J.  J.  Torkos,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  (vol.  1.  p.  311.)  A  similar  instance  ii 
mentioned  in  Piscottie's  History  of  Scotland,  p.  160.  Cases  of  double  Inrtli 
united  at  various  parts,  may  also  be  found  in  the  Philosophical  Trauie* 
tions,  vol.  V.  p.  2096;  vol.  xxiii.  p.  1416;  vol.  xxv.  p.  2346;  vol.  zxz]L|u 
846 ;  vol.  xlv.  p.  626 ;  vol.  Ixxii.  p.  44 ;  vol.  Ixxix.  p.  167.  A  very  inttrcsti- 
ing  account  of  a  person  in  China,  named  Ake,  is  contained  in  ChapmiB^ 
Journal,  vol.  ii.  p.  148,  and  vol.  iii.  p.  78 ;  also  in  Edinburgh  Philosoidiifld 
Journal,  vol.  v.  p.  133,  and  vol.  vii.  p.  126.  He  has  a  living  parasite  at- 
tached to  him  from  the  sternum  to  the  umbilicus,  and  is,  notwithstandii^ 
able  to  do  the  work  of  a  husbandman. 

For  references  to  numerous  cases,  see  Lawrence^s  Essay  on  MonstroM 
Productions,  in  Medico-Chirurgical  Transactions,  vol.  t.  p.  165 ;  Diet  d« 
Sciences  Medicales,  vol.  xxxiv. ;  Review  of  J.  G.  St.  Hilaire  on  Monstrotitiei^ 
in  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  vol.  xxxix.  p.  165 ;  Chapmaii^ 
Journal,  N.  S.,  vol.  iv.  p.  289,  and  vol.  v.  p.  17;  Andral's  Patholog.  Asa- 
tomy,  vol.  i.  p.  110. 

For  the  most  recent  cases,  see  Edinburgh  Medico-Chir.  Transaotlons,  voL 
ii.  p.  85 ;  case  by  Dr.  Berry,  of  Calcutta.  It  occurred  near  that  city;  bo(b 
were  living,  and  they  were  then  three  years  old. 

A  case  at  Turin.  This  monster  survived  some  time,  and  was  exhibited  it 
Paris.  (American  Journal  Mediosl  Sciences,  toL  t.  p.  472;  JamcsoB'sNev 


Home,  ID  the  PhiloBopblcal  Tranaactions,  belongs  also  to  ibis 
diTision.  A  male  ohild  was  born  in  Bengal,  in  1793,  with  a 
weU-fonucd  body,  but  it  had  a  second  bead,  placed  in  an  in- 
Terted  position  on  the  top  of  the  proper  one.  This  was  equally 
perfect,  and  at  the  ago  of  six  months  both  were  naturally  co- 
vered with  black  hair.  The  child  lived  four  years,  and  its  death 
was  owing  to  the  bite  of  a  cobra  de  capello.  On  dissection,  no 
bone  was  found  separating  the  two  brains.  The  skidla  are 
preserved  in  the  Ilunterian  Museum.* 

It  is  barely  necessary  to  remark  that  frequent  instances 
also  occur  of  an  increased  number  of  organs,  members,  etc. 

Of  monsters  by  defect,  the  most  remarkable  are  those  which 
are  born  without  a  head,  and  are  hence  styled  acephalouB. 
These  live  in  the  womb,  but  do  not  survive  after  birth,  since 
the  function  of  respiration  cannot  be  performed.  To  this  class 
also  belong  those  which  are  destitute  of  lungs,  of  one  or  more 
organs  of  sense,  etc.f 


EdiabiiTgb  Philosophical  Journal,  vol.  »ii.   p.  100;   LbdopI,  N.  S,,  vol.  v. 
,.  184.) 

A  living  duplex  chUd  in  Switicrlanii,  iteeo  in  1929  hy  John  Boiland, 
(Lendon  Medi»l  Osietto,  vol.  v,  p.  51 ;  Ijinoel,  N.  S..  toL  xii.  p.  620.) 

C*M  by  Dr.  Scoutellcn,  of  Meli;  one  ptrfeotly  rormed,  and  lbs  olbet 
MKpbalouB.  They  were  bolh  living  a.  year  »flcr  binh.  This  ii  k  tmj 
csrloiu  ciue.  (Medico-Chirurgical  Itwicir,  vol.  ii.iv.  p.  231.) 

And  in  America.  Dr.  Homer,  in  American  JouroBl  of  Medical  SoienoM. 
vol.  «iii.  p.  S49;  North  American  Ktedical  and  Surgical  Journal,  vol.  it,  p. 
t9Sl  Dr.  De  Camp,  in  Bosloo  Medical  and  Surreal  Joumni,  vol.  ii.  p.  CIS; 
Br.  Uu-tin.  in  Ohio  Western  Medical  and  Phygioal  Jounia!,  vol.  iii.  p.  280. 

Dr-  Blaekbum,  or  Kenlucky.  Tiro  obildren  united  from  tlie  sucmm  to 
the  ooccyi,  ftod  one  anus  common  to  both.  The  pudenda  were  united;  lh« 
Una  were  ineomplcle,  tntiamnoh  as  there  was  but  one  for  each  ohild.  They 
nrviveil  three  ireeks  aad  died  of  dysentery. — one  five  minutes  afler  tho 
olltar.  (Trnnsjlvania  Journal,  vol.  viii.  p.  114.) 

Th»  Siamese  Twins  belong  to  this  division.  In  Kovcmber,  1833,  two  chO- 
irtn  werp  bom  at  Newport,  Kentucky,  formed  oinotly  like  the  SiatneSB 
Tvtns.  Tbe  mother  bad  never  seen  Iheao,  but  tbey  were  eihibiletl  in  the 
Innii  about  Ibe  time  ebe  was  impregnated,  and  she  had  seen  wood-outi  of 
These  fictuae*  are  now  in  the  cabinet  of  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio, 
n  Medical  Oatelle,  vol.  i.  p.  289.) 

ppbiliMophical  Transactions,  vol.  Ixii.  p.  200,  and  vol.  Ixxxii.  p.  2B. 
dlnbuTgb  Medico-Chimrgicat  TransBctions,  vol.  ii.  p.  89.     Case  by 
which  Uie  upper  and  loner  eilremilicu  were  entirely  w 
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The  defects  of  the  third  class  are  seldom  disoovefed  oli 
after  death,  as  thej  are  commonlj  intemal.  They  are  hoiei 
seldom  the  subject  of  inquiry  in  legal  medicine.  But  As 
most  remarkable  instances  of  this  nature  are  those  in  nkich 
the  rudiments  or  parts  of  a  foetus  have  been  discoyered.* 

After  this  exposition  of  the  condition  in  which  mofnaten  in 
generally  born,  we  shall  be  enabled  to  apply  the  laws  of  nfr 
ous  countries  relating  to  them. 

As  monsters  by  excess  are  viablsj  or  capable  of  living,  N^ 
by  the  law  of  France,  as  already  quoted,  they  are  capable  of 
inheriting.  Those  by  defect,  and  particularly  the  acephalcM^ 
are  to  be  considered  as  still-bom,  incapable  of  living;!  sod 


ing.  It  liyed  six  months.  A  curious  case  of  deficiency  in  the  fingen  (i^ 
parently  hereditary)  in  a  whole  family,  is  related  in  Edinburgh  Medieal  ill 
Surgical  Journal,  vol.  It.  p.  252. 

*  The  following  are  instances  of  this  nature :  A  female,  named 
Bissieuj  in  France,  at  whose  death,  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  a  fiBtns 
found  in  the  abdomen.  (Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Joumtl,TiiLL 
p.  876.)  This  case  appears  to  have  been  recently  reYived,  and  is  relitod^ 
M.  Breschet.  (Medico-Chirurgical  Reyiew,  yoI.  y.  p.  180.)  A  child  $^ 
nine  months,  examined  by  G.  W.  Young,  Esq.  (Medioo-Chimrgieal  Tm^ 
actions,  yol.  i.  p.  194.)  A  girl  aged  two  years  and  a  half,  examined  hj  It 
Phillips,  of  Andoyer.  (Ibid.,  yol.  yL  p.  124.)  In  the  London  Medieal  B«> 
pository,  yol.  iy.  p.  404,)  there  is  a  reference  to  three  other  cases;  ando 
account  is  also  giyen  of  a  foetus  found  by  Mr.  Highmore,  in  the  abdomsBflf 
a  young  man  who  died  in  1814,  aged  sixteen  years,  at  Sherborne,  in  I>oni^ 
shire.  A  case  is  also  mentioned  as  occurring  in  Austria,  in  1812.  Uii 
related  by  Proohaska.  (London  Medical  Repository,  yoL  yI.  p.  SOOl)  i 
child  at  Brannau,  in  Austria,  in  1825.  (Chapman's  Journal,  N.  S.»  yoLt. 
p.  142.)  A  case  in  Hanoyer,  from  Graefe's  Journal.  (Lancet,  yoL  iSL 
p.  454.) 

Among  American  cases,  I  may  mention  that  of  Dr.  Qaither,  oecurriag  ii 
Kentucky.  A  female  child  died  in  1809,  at  the  age  of  two  years  and  mu 
months.  A  foetus  was  found  in  the  abdomen.  (New  York  Medical  Bsp^ 
sitory,  yol.  xiii.  p.  1;  Coxe's  Medical  Museum,  yol.  yi.  p.  198;  New  YoA 
Medical  and  Philosophical  Journal  and  Reyiew,  yol.  i.  p.  170.)  A  oassbif 
Dr.  Curtis,  in  Tompkins  County,  New  York.  Child  four  years  old.  (Kit 
York  Medical  and  Physical  Journal,  yol.  y.  p.  202 ;  New  England  Jouml 
Yol.  XY.  p.  82.) 

f  There  are,  howeyer,  instances  in  which  acephalous  monsters  hays  firtd 
for  a  short  time.  Mr.  Larwence  mentions  one,  which,  although  defidsii  i> 
brain  and  cranium,  was  perfectly  formed  in  all  its  other  parts,  and  lifsd 
four  days.    Another  is  mentioned  as  occurring  in  Italy,  in  1881.    U  Uni 
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opinioD  must  be  enforced  in  proportion  to  the  importiuico 
be  organs  tbat  are  wantiag.  CoQCeromg  the  last  claas, 
e  can  seldom  be  any  controversy,  as  the  tnalcoofoTmatioD 
■dinarily  not  discovered  until  after  death. 
he  English  law  is  thus  stated  by  Blackstone:  "A  monster 
ih  hath  not  the  shape  of  mankind,  hut  in  any  part  evi- 
Jy  bears  the  resemblance  of  the  brute  creation,  Lath  no 
ritable  blood,  and  cannot  he  heir  to  any  land,  albeit  it  be 
^ht  forth  in  marriage ;  but  although  it  hath  deformity  in 
part  of  its  body,  yet  if  it  hath  human  shape,  it  may  be  bd 
."  This,  he  adds,  is  a  very  ancient  rule  in  the  law  of 
land,  and  observes  that  "the  Roman  law  agrees  with 
jwn  in  excluding  such  births  from  succession,  yet  accounts 
I,  however,  children  in  some  respects,  where  the  parents, 
t  least  the  father,  could  reap  any  advantage  thereby,  ea- 
ling  them  the  misfortune,  rather  than  the  fault  of  that 
nt.  Eut  our  law  will  not  admit  a  birth  of  this  kind  to  bo 
an  issue  as  shall  entitle  the  husband  to  be  tenant  by  the 
Bsy,  because  it  is  not  capable  of  inheriting."* 
B  there  are  instances  in  which  the  issue  should  be  male  in 
r  to  inherit,  it  will  be  proper  to  repeat  a  caution  already 
I — ^not  to  mistake  the  enlarged  state  of  tbe  clitoris,  which 
tj  common  at  birth,  for  male  organs.  Foderd  mentions 
Dcee  where  females,  in  consequence  of  this,  have  been  in- 
td  in  the  baptismal  registers  as  males,  and  in  one  case 
■dividual  was  called  out  under  the  conscription  law.f 


b«urs.  (LsDcet,  N.  S..  tqI.  li.  p.  6T0.)     3ome  valu&ble  pbjsiolagiMl 
t  oa  Ibette  proJuotions  may  be  found  ia  the  Edinburgh  Mediool  uid 
|I  JoaruAl,  ToL  xL  p.  361. 
|^StoB0,  Tol.  ij.  p.  246. 

tarf,  voL  ".  I?^-  ^'-  Velpeau  preMDUd  to  Ihe  Academ;  of  SeienoM 
>  Umj  SGiii,  IS4C,  in  behalf  of  Dr.  Qorre,  phjsloiui  at  Bonlogna, 
nting  BOtioe  of  a  monstrouB  cbjld: — 

I  bora  kt  Quiata  de  Correiros,  in  the  kingdom  of  tho  Algarres,  on 
ff  8«pt«inber,  1845.  Tbe  psrenU  are  perfeotlj  well  formed  and  in 
■lib,  Tbo  mother,  aged  tweoty-two  jeiirs.  bad  previously  giren 
,  (iro  w«ll-fornied  ehildrBn,  aod  during  her  prpgnnnuy  with  Ihli, 
ruA  oo  itgurj,  nor  «iperieBceJ  any  violent  menial  uneoaineai ;  (he 
-lao  m*  not  paiafal,  and  iras  nccompIiBbed  at  the  regular  period 

PJ.  f^ow  in  its  cighlh  mouth,  ia  in  perfect  health.     l(a  head,  trauk. 
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If  extra-uterine  foetuses  are  brought  forth  aliye,  I  presume 
the  proyisions  which  are  in  force  respecting  those  extracted 
by  the  Osesarean  operation  would  apply.* 

and  arms  are  perfeoUj  natural,  and  well  developed.  Bat  it  has  a  Uurdk^ 
proceeding  from  behind,  directly  on  the  median  Une,  so  that  it  is  scara^ 
seen  when  the  child  lays  on  its  back.  This  supernumerary  member  ii  if 
equal  length  with  the  others,  and  the  foot  is  ftimished  with  ten  toes. 

In  front,  there  is  a  double  penis,  separated  at  their  bases  about  four  «i* 
timetres  (about  an  inch  and  a  half.)  There  is  a  double  scrotum  conetpQii 
ing,  each  of  which  contains  a  single  testicle.  Each  penis  has  its  urstiual 
canal,  but  these  would  seem  to  communicate  with  but  one  bladder;  ttill 
eyents,  when  urine  is  discharged,  it  proceeds  in  equal  quantity  frtwn  boA 
orifices.  (Comptes  Rendus,  vol.  xxii.  p.  878.) 

*  New  England  Med.  Journal,  toI.  Tiii.  pp.  118  and  403,  by  Dr.  Ddkli^ 
of  Paris,  and  Mr.  King,  of  South  Carolina.  In  both,  extra  foetusei  an 
stated  to  hare  been  extracted,  by  cutting  through  the  yagina.  The  lot 
liyed  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  and  the  second  seems  to  haye  sorrifedat 
the  Ume  the  narrative  was  written. 
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INFANTICIDE. 

BT  JOHK  B.  BECK,  M.D.,  BTO.,  OF  NEW  TOBB:. 

Fabt  L — History  of  Infanticide,  as  it  has  preyailed  in  yarious  nations,  an- 
cient and  modem.  Part  II. — Foeticide,  or  criminal  abortion  — The  period 
of  gestation  when  a  child  ought  to  be  considered  as  aliye. — Signs  of  foeti- 
cide deduced  from  an  examination  of  the  female.— Where  the  death  of  the 
limiAle  follows  the  abortion. — Anatomical  examination  of  the  parts  after 
death. — Hydatids  and  moles  considered  as  occasioning  all  these  signs.— 
Signs  of  foeticide  deduced  from  an  examination  of  the  substance  expelled 
from  the  female. — Modes  in  which  foeticide  is  perpetrated. — Inyoluntary 
emnses  of  abortion. — Circumstantial  eyidence. — Murder  of  the  child  after 
it  is  bom  aliye. — Of  the  age  of  the  child. — Of  the  child  bom  aliye  without 
respiring. — Of  the  child  bom  aliye  and  respiring. — Proofs  of  the  latter. — 

1.  Proofs  drawn  from  the  respiratory  organs. — Configuration  and  size  of 
the  thorax — situation  of  the  lungs — their  yolume — their  shape — ^their  con- 
Bistency  or  density — their  absolute  weight. — The  static  test. — Ploucquet*8 
test. — ^The  specific  grayity  of  the  lungs. — The  hydrostatic  test. — Con- 
sideration of  objections  to  it. — Rules  for  applying  the  hydrostatic  test. — 

2.  Proofs  drawn  from  the  circulation. — Difference  between  the  blood  of 
the  foetus  and  of  the  child  after  respiration. — Peculiarities  in  the  organs 
of  circulation  before  and  after  respiration — the  foramen  oyale — the  ductus 
arteriosus — the  ductus  yenosus — the  umbilical  yessels — the  cord. — 8. 
Proofs  drawn  from  the  abdominal  organs — the  liyer — the  intestines — the 
bladder. — Consideration  of  the  general  objection  to  these  proofs,  that  a 
ehild  may  respire  and  yet  may  die  before  it  is  fully  born. — General  in- 
ferences in  relation  to  the  foregoing  proofs. — Modes  of  perpetrating  infant- 
icide.— Accidental  modes  in  which  a  child's  life  may  be  lost. — Congenital 
malformations. — Congenital  diseases. — Circumstantial  eyidence — Method 
of  conducting  examinations  in  cases  of  infanticide. — Cases  and  illustra- 
tions. Part  III. — Of  infanticide  in  its  relations  to  medical  police. — Laws 
against  it  in  diff'erent  nations. — Foundling  hospitals. — ^List  of  American 
and  British  oases  of  infanticide. 

PART  I. 

Of  the  history  of  Infanticide^  as  it  has  prevailed  in  different 

nations^  ancient  and  modem. 

It  is  a  fact  no  less  melancholy  than  astonishing,  that  a 
practice  so  unnatural  as  that  of  infanticide  should  ever  have 

(427) 
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prevailed  to  any  extent  Its  existence  migbt  have  been  Bap- 
posed  possible  in  those  unhappy  regions  of  our  earth  nhore 
untutored  passion  and  brutal  instinct  reign  triumphant  OTer 
reason  and  morality ;  but  that  the  fairest  portions  of  aode^y 
where  genius,  science^  and  refinement  had  taken  up  their  abods^ 
should  have  been  disgraced  by  a  crime  so  disgusting,  is  one  of 
those  anomalies  in  the  history  of  human  feeling  and  condoot 
which  irresistibly  prove  how  perfectly  arbitrary  and  undefined 
are  the  laws  of  justice  and  humanity,  when  ungnided  by  the 
principles  of  true  religion.  The  fact,  however,  is  not  moro 
astonishing  than  true.  A  slight  review  of  its  hi8t<n7  wiU 
show  us  that  this  practice  prevailed  in  almost  all  the  ancisnt 
nations,  and  that  it  is  not  even  yet  blotted  from  the  list  of 
human  crimes. 

The  laws  of  Moses  are  silent  on  the  subject  of  infantieide; 
and  from  this  circumstance  we  should  be  led  to  conclade  tkil 
the  crime  was  unknown  among  the  Jews  at  that  pmod  of  thor 
history,  and,  therefore,  that  any  positive  prohibition  of  it  was 
considered  unnecessary.  The  penal  code  of  the  Jews  is  lo 
very  minute  on  the  subject  of  murder  in  general,  conaidfln  it 
so  atrocious  a  crime,  and  denounces  such  terrible  punishments 
against  the  perpetrators  of  it,  that  it  is  wholly  incredible  that 
the  murder  of  infants  would  have  been  countenanced  by  their 
illustrious  legislator.  This  conclusion  is  further  confirmed  by 
the  considerations  that  barrenness  was  esteemed  one  of  Ae 
greatest  misfortunes  which  could  befall  a  Jewish  woman,  and 
that  the  Jews  were  all  desirous  of  a  progeny,  because  each 
cherished  the  hope  that  the  Messiah  might  be  numbered 
among  his  descendants.  These  facts  would  seem  to  prove 
that  every  inducement  was  held  out  for  the  preservation  of 
children,  and  none  to  countenance  their  destruction.'*'  Taci- 
tus, in  describing  the  manners  of  the  Jews  of  his  day,  sajs : 
"To  encourage  their  own  internal  population,  is  a  great  object 
of  their  policy.    No  man  is  allowed  to  put  his  children  to 


*  ''Abortion  and  infantieide  were  not  specially  forbidden,  bat  onknomi 
among  the  Jews.  Josephos,  appealing  in  honest  pride  to  the  praetioe  of  his 
countrymen,  reproaches  other  nations  with  these  omeltieB."  (Milmaa'i  War 
tatj  of  the  Jews,  toL  L  p.  107;  Harper'i  edition.) 
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Itth."*     At  one  period  of  tteir  kistory,  however  melancholy 

|»-rel&te,  when  they  had  become  contaminated  by  their  inter- 

ree  with  their  idolatrous  neighbors,  the  Canaanites,  they 

■11  into  the  practice  of  offering  op  in  sacrifice  their  new-born 

dldren  to  the  idol  Molech.     One  of  their  kings,  Manasseb, 

Bet  them  the  example  by  the  sacrifice  of  his  own  Bon.f     By  h 

anbsequent  king,  Josiah,  distinguished  for  his  piety  as  Ma^ 

nuseh  had  been  for  his  wickedness,  this  horrid  practice  waft 

ippressed.J     With  an  obstinacy,  however,  peculiar  to  them, 

jfcey  again  relapsed  into  the  practice,  notwithstanding  the 

rful  denunciations  of  the  Almighty  against  the  crime.S  Evea 

ll  BO  late  a  period  as  the  times  of  Jeremiah  and  Ezekiel,  who 

role  in  the  beginning  of  the  Babylonish  captivity,  the  pra^ 

e  is  described  as  being  prevalent. ||     The  place  where  thesd 

Btt«rifices  were  generally  made  was  called   Tophet,  a  vall^ 

east  of  Jerusalem. 

That  the  Canaanites  sacrificed  their  offspring  to  their  gods, 
and  especially  to  Molech,  is  abundantly  evident  from  nu- 
merous passages  in  the  Old  Testament.  The  Jews  do  not 
Appear  to  have  had  any  particular  form  of  idolatry  of  their 
own.  They  generally  borrowed  it  from  the  nations  with  whom 
they  associated,  and  when  they  arc  spoken  of  as  having  fallen 
into  this  species  of  idolatry,  (the  destruction  of  their  offspring,) 
it  is  referred  directly  to  their  intercourse  with  the  Canaanites.^ 
Besides  this,  it  is  positively  stated  that  for  this,  together  with 
other  abominations,  the  Canaanites  were  driven  out  of  their  ' 
Und.** 

Among  (he  Hgt/ptiani,  generally  speaking,  infanta  appear 
to  have  been  treated  with  much  humanity ;  yet  Instances  are  , 
not  wanting  of  the  greatest  (at  least  intended)  cruelty  toward 
thorn.  A  memorable  one  is  to  be  met  with  in  the  commissitHL 
pvm  by  Pharaoh  to  the  Hebrew  midwives,  to  murder  all  tlM 
Mtale  offspring  of  the  Jews,  for  the  purpose  of  stopping  the  in- 


r*  Taeitiu,  tranaUtul  by  Arthur  Murpliy,  Esq.,  Tol.  t.  pp.  S,  S;   I 

■ak  V.  ehspler  t. 

^f  i  Klagt,  HI.  0.  12  Eiugi,  uiil.  10.  g  L«vilien«,  n. 

|I«r«iiiIah,  iix.G;  luu.  S5:  Eiekiel,  iTi.  20,21;  iiiii.  37.  S9. 

f  PMba,  evL  S6,  88.  •<  Ceularonomjr,  zriiL  9, 10, 12. 
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crease  of  their  numbers.'*'  Their  own  children,  howerer,  were 
treated  with  great  tenderness,  and  they  are  on  this  account 
commended  by  some  of  the  writers  of  other  countries.  StrabOi 
in  particular,  speaks  in  praise  of  them  in  this  respect.f 

Although  not  addicted  to  infanticide  in  the  ordinary  accep- 
tation of  the  term,  or  to  the  exposure  of  new-bom  infants,  the 
sacrifice  of  children  among  the  Phoenicians  formed  a  part  of 
their  religion,  and  was  carried  to  the  most  barbarous  extent 
The  deity  principally  worshiped  by  them  was  Saturn,  sup- 
posed to  be  the  same  as  the  Molech  of  the  Canaanites,  and  the 
ceremonies  appear  to  have  been  very  much  the  same  among 
the  two  people.  The  children  were  offered  up  by  being  burnt 
in  a  brazen  statue  of  the  idol,  the  cries  of  the  unhappy  victiai 
being  drowned  by  the  uninterrupted  noise  of  drums  and  trum- 
pets. To  add  to  the  horror  of  the  spectacle,  parents  were  not 
merely  present  to  witness  the  impious  proceeding,  but  are  said 
to  have  been  obliged  to  do  so  without  betraying  emotion,  in 
order  to  render  the  offering  acceptable  to  the  god.^  The 
CarthagenianSj  who  were  colonists  of  the  Phoenicians,  retained 
the  same  revolting  practice.§  In  times  of  peace,  the  offspring 
of  slaves  were  generally  substituted,  but  when  pestilence  pre- 
vailed, or  the  public  tranquillity  was  disturbed  by  war,  the 


*  Exodus,  chapter  i  16,  16,  17. 

f  Strabo,  lib.  xyii.  A  History  of  Inventions  and  DiscoYeries,  bj  JoIb 
Beckman,  Professor  of  Economy  in  the  University  of  Gottingen.  TranaUUd 
by  Wm.  Johnston,  vol.  iv.  p.  430;  London.  **The  population  of  Egypt  wii 
encouraged  by  many  salutary  laws.  The  exposing  of  children  was  n- 
strained  by  the  severest  penalties.  A  man  was  obliged  to  rear  and  edoetto 
not  only  the  children  born  to  him  in  the  state  of  marriage,  but  to  acknov* 
ledge  for  legitimate,  and  maintain  all  the  children  he  had  by  his  slavef  or 
concubines.  Homicide  was  punished  with  death,  even  when  committed  w 
a  slave."  (Universal  History,  from  the  creation  of  the  world  to  the  deoMM 
of  George  III.,  1820,  by  Hon.  A.  F.  Tytler  and  Rev.  Ed.  Nares,  D.D.,  ToL 
vi.  p.  68 ;  N.  Y.  edition.) 

J  Rollin's  Ancient  History,  vol.  i.  p.  29 ;  New  York  edition. 

J  Plutarch,  in  his  Tract  on  Superstition,  alludes  to  this  praotioe  of  tht 
Carthagenians,  and  describes  it  particularly.  (Plutarch's  Morals,  part  S.) 
By  Minucius  Felix  it  is  also  noticed.  <*Merito  ei  (Satumo)  non  miOil 
AfricsD  partibus  a  parentibus  infantes  immolabantur,  blanditiia  ei  otonlo 
comprimente  vagitum,  ne  flebilis  hostia  immoletur.''  (Octav.  MinucU  f  dioii^ 
cap.  XXX.  8.) 
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Tictims  were  always  selected  from  the  best  families.  History 
leoords  a  melancholy  instance  of  the  superstition  and  cruelty 
of  these  deluded  people.  It  is  related  that  on  their  defeat  by 
AgathocleSy  king  of  Sicily,  (attributing  it  to  some  negligence 
in  the  selection  of  the  victims  which  had  been  offered,)  in  order 
to  atone  for  the  past,  they  immolated,  at  one  time,  two  hun- 
dred of  the  sons  of  their  nobility.  This  horrid  custom  is  thus 
noticed  by  Silius  Italicus : — 

"Mob  ftiit  in  populis,  quos  conyenit  Advena  Dido, 
PoBcere  cede  deos  yeniam,  ac  flagrantibus  aris 
(Infandum  dictu)  parvos  imponere  natos." — Lib,  iy,* 

So  monstrous  and  inveterate  had  this  practice  become  among 
tbese  people,  that  it  attracted  the  attention  of  other  nations. 
When  Gelo,  king  of  Sicily,  conquered  them,  by  the  treaty 
which  he  made  with  them,  he  obliged  them  to  renounce  it.f 
It  does  not  appear,  however,  that  this  was  observed,  and  the 
practice  is  said  to  have  been  continued  until  the  proconsulate 
of  Tiberius,  who  caused  the  priests  of  Saturn  to  be  hung  on 
trees  around  their  temples.J 

The  Ancient  Persians,  according  to  Herodptus,  were  in  the 
habit  of  burying  children  alive.  "This  custom,"  he  says,  "of 
burying  children  alive  is  common  in  Persia,  and  I  have  been 
informed  that  Amestris,  the  wife  of  Xerxes,  when  she  was  of 
an  advanced  age,  commanded  fourteen  children  of  illustrious 
birth  to  be  interred  alive,  in  honor  of  that  deity  who,  as  they 
suppose,  exists  under  the  earth."§  That  the  exposure  or  de- 
struction of  new-born  children  was  not,  however,  a  common 


*  Caii  Silii  Italici  Punicorum  libri  septemdecim,  lib.  iv.  765;  Qoettings, 
1798,  Tol.  i:  p.  324. 

f  RoUin's  Ancient  History,  vol.  i.  p.  29 ;  New  York  edition. 

X  **  Infants  have  been  sacrificed  to  Saturn  publicly  in  Africa,  even  to  the 
prooonsulship  of  Tiberius,  who  deTot«d  the  very  trees  about  Saturn's  tern- 
.pie  to  be  gibbets  for  his  priests,  as  accomplices  in  the  murder,  for  oontri- 
buting  the  protection  of  their  shadow  to  such  wicked  practices.  For  the 
truth  of  this,  I  appeal  to  the  militia  of  my  own  country,  who  served  the 
proconsul  in  the  execution  of  this  order.  But  these  abominations  are  oon- 
tinned  to  this  day  in  private.''  **The  apologetic  of  Quintus  Septimus 
Florens  Tertullianus,  in  behalf  of  the  Christians.''  (Reeves'  Apologies,  ToL 
L  pp.  187,  188.) 

{  Herodotus,  translated  by  Rey.  Wm.  Beloe,  toL  iiL  p.  Ii8. 
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practice  among  these  people,  would  seem  erident  from  %w 
mark  made  by  the  same  author  in  another  place.  ^  Next  to 
valor  in  the  field,  a  man  is  esteemed  according  to  the  ranAs 
of  his  offspring ;  to  him  who  has  the  greatest  number  of  dil* 
dren,  the  king  every  year  sends  presents;  their  natioMl 
strength  depending,  as  they  suppose,  on  their  numbeA'^ 
Although,  therefore,  it  would  seem  not  to  have  been  a  geiml 
practice  among  the  Persians,  yet  the  reigning  power  unqiMi* 
tionably  exercised  the  right  of  life  and  death  whenever  he  mr 
fit,  with  perfect  impunity.  Besides  the  fact  just  related,  then 
is  another  illustrating  this,  connected  with  the  history  of  in 
illustrious  character  in  Persian  story.  I  mean  Qjfruif  llio 
was  ordered  to  be  destroyed  by  his  grandfather,  Astyages,  u 
soon  as  he  was  born,  and  whose  life  was  only  saved  by  the 
humanity  of  the  agents  employed  to  perpetrate  the  deed.t 

In  most  of  the  Grecian  Stated^  infanticide  was  not  merdy 
permitted,  but  actually  enforced  by  law.  The  Spartan  bv- 
giver  expressly  ordained,  that  every  child  that  was  bon 
should  be  examined  by  the  ancient  men  of  the  tribe,  and  tkt 
if  found  weak  of  deformed,  it  should  be  thrown  into  a  deep 
caVem  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Taygetus,  called  ApoiheUXj  ^^o<»- 
oluding  that  its  life  could  be  of  no  advantage  either  to  itself 
or  to  the  public,  since  nature  had  not  given  it  at  first  aaj 
strength  or  goodness  of  constitution. "|  This  practice  irai 
not,  however,  upheld  merely  by  the  sanction  of  law ;  it  wai 
defended  by  the  ablest  men  in  Greece.  Aristotle,  in  his  woik 
on  government,  enjoins  the  exposure  of  children  that  are  nv 
turally  feeble  and  deformed,  in  order  to  prevent  an  excess  of 
population.  He  adds,  '^  if  this  idea  be  repugnant  to  the  cbft- 
racter  of  the  nation,  fix  at  least  the  number  of  children  in 
each  family ;  and  if  the  parents  transgress  the  law,  let  it  be 
ordained  that  the  mother  shall  destroy  the  fruit  of  her  body 
before  it  shall  have  received  the  principles  of  life  and  sensft- 
tion."§     The  mild  Plato  also  justifies  this  practice.     In  his 

*  Beloe's  Herodotus,  yoI.  L  p.  122. 

f  For  the  interesting  detaila  of  tliis  history,  see  Beloe*8  Herodotus,  toL  I 
p.  105. 
X  Plutarch's  Lires,  translated  by  Langhome,  toI.  L  p.  142. 
I  Trayels  of  Anaoharsis,  toL  v.  p.  270. 
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Repnblic,  he  directs  that  "  children  born  with  any  deforraity, 
shall  tie  removed  and  concealed  in  aome  obscure  retreat."* 

With  anch  sanctions  of  law  and  philosophy,  it  is  by  no 
menns  to  be  wondered  at  that  infant  life  should  be  held  very 
cheap  among  the  Greeks,  and  that  the  practice  of  exposing 
and  destroying  children  should  become  general.  That  it  was 
actually  bo,  we  have  abundant  evidence  drawn  from  their  own 
writers.  The  Grecian  poets  especially  abound  with  facts  and 
illnstrations,  showing  not  merely  the  prevalence  of  the  prac- 
tice, but  that  it  was  not  received  with  any  special  abhorrence. 
The  Ion  of  Euripides,  and  the  <Edipu3  Tyrannus  of  SophocUt, 
are  both  founded  on  occurrences  of  this  kind, 

The  objects  and  modes  of  exposing  their  new-horn  children, 
among  the  Greeks,  wore  different.  \Then  they  simply  wanted 
to  get  rid  of  them,  and  induce  some  stranger  to  take  them  up, 
they  exposed  them  in  public  places,  where  they  might  be  seen 
and  attract  attention,  such  as  market-places,  the  public  tem- 
ples, margins  of  rivers,  etc.f  They  always,  too,  attached 
some  ornaments  to  them,  either  as  a  temptation  to  have  them 
taken  up,  or  more  probably  to  identify  tbeip  in  case  they 
should  survive.  A  memorable  instance  of  this  is  met  with  in 
the  Ion  of  Euripides.J  already  alluded  to.  When  the  object 
in»8  to  destroy  the  child,  the  places  selected  were  mountains, 
deserts,  etc. 


"  TrBTels  of  AnBEhnrsis,  toI.  iv.  p.  842. 

f  At  Aihoiui,  lbs  oomroon  place  for  eiposmg  childrBD  wu  cuUed  Cyna- 
t^yrt,  in  (ii«  suburba  of  the  citjr,  al  tbe  foot  of  Kit.  Auclusmus,  sacred  (a 
□ercules,  where  wm  a  grove  aod  gjmnaBiuju.  In  this  ploco  nna  a  tribunal 
vbtcb  decided  upoa  the  legitimacy  of  ohildrea  in  doubtful  cases.  (Lem- 
prier«'a  Clasucal  Dictionuy.) 

J  •  •  •  njo  tie  same  oate, 

Wber*  b7  the  eoamored  god  she  was  aampressed, 
CreusB  bore  the  infant ;  there  for  death 
Exposed  him  in  a  nell>compacle<I  ark 
Of  circular  form,  obscTTant  of  the  cuslomB 
Drawn  froin  ber  great  progenitors." 

[PoUer'i  Euripida:  Im.  T.  21.) 
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To  the  rest  of  Greece,  howerer,  there  was  one  noble  eioe^ 
tion,  and  that  was  Thele%.  By  one  of  her  laws  it  wis  «- 
presslj  forbidden  to  imitate  the  other  Grecian  cities  ilio 
exposed  their  children  at  their  birth.  Parents  in  needy  cb- 
cumstances  were  directed  to  carry  their  new-bom  childreato 
the  government,  by  whom  they  were  given  to  whoever  choie 
to  take  the  best  care  of  them  at  the  cheapest  rate,  of  whoa, 
in  consequence,  however,  they  became  slaves  for  life.'*' 

Among  the  early  Italian  nations,  especially  among  d» 
SabineSj  it  is  said  to  have  been  customary  in  times  of  dasgv 
and  distress,  '^  to  vow  to  the  deity  the  sacrifice  of  everytUag 
born  during  the  succeeding  spring,  provided  the  ctdamitj 
under  which  they  were  laboring  should  be  removed.  liiii 
sacrifice  comprehended  both  the  human  race  and  domeede 
animals,  and  there  is  little  doubt  that  in  many  cases  the  tow 
was  really  carried  into  effect."t 

Of  all  the  nations  of  antiquity,  however,  the  most  aiU- 
trary  and  profligate,  in  the  treatment  of  their  offspring,  appeir 
to  have  been  the  Romans.  The  Phoenicians  and  Cartlugo- 
nians  might  plead  religion  as  an  excuse  for  these  atrocitiei^ 
the  Greeks  might  urge  state  necessities  in  justificaticA  of 
theirs,  but  the  Romans  resorted  to  no  such  excuse  or  justifiet- 
tion.  By  law  the  Roman  father  was  invested  with  suprene 
power  over  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  his  children,  and  in  ei- 
posing  or  destroying  them,  he  exercised  nothing  but  a  natural 
and  acknowledged  right.  As  soon  as  a  child  was  bom,  the 
midwife  placed  it  on  the  ground.  If  the  father  did  not  wish 
it  to  be  reared,  he  left  it  exposed  on  the  ground ;  if,  on  the 
contrary,  he  wished  it  to  live,  he  took  it  up  and  gave  it  to  the 
mother  or  nurse.  This  act  was  called  ^Hollere  liberuntj"  and 
was  considered  so  essential  that  it  was  done  under  the  aospioes 
of  a  particular  deity.  J    According  to  Dionisyus  Halicamassos, 


*  Anacharsis'  Travels,  vol.  iiL  p.  277 ;  Miuk.  Hiat.,  lib.  xviL  p.  1180; 
Beckman's  History  of  InyeDtions,  voL  iv.  p.  488. 

f  Greek  and  Roman  AntiquitieSi  by  Wm.  Smith,  LL.D.  Edited  bj  QiariflB 
Anthon,  LL.D.,  p.  352. 

X  **Levanaf  a  goddess  at  Rome,  who  presided  over  the  action  of  the  penon 
who  took  up  firom  the  ground  a  newly-born  child  alter  U  had  been  plMtd 


IMFANTICIDB.  435 

Romulus  ordained  that  all  tbe  citizens  should  bring  up  nil  their 
male  children  as  well  as  the  oldest  of  the  daughtora.  The 
younger  ones,  therefore,  might  be  exposed.  Deformed  chil- 
dren, also,  he  permitted  to  be  exposed,  but  this  was  not  to  be 
done  until  after  they  had  been  exhibited  to  some  of  their 
nearest  neighbors,  and  their  consent  obtained.*  By  the  law 
of  the  Twelve  Tables,  enacted  in  t]ie  three  hundred  and  first 
year  of  Rome,  the  rights  of  the  Roman  father  were  confirmed. 
After  this,  even  the  slight  restrictions  which  Romulus  had  im- 
posed upon  parents  appear  to  have  been  removed,  and  an  un- 
qualified jurisdiction  surrendered  to  the  father  over  the  lives 
of  his  children,  even  after  they  had  arrived  at  years  of  matu- 
rity.f  SaUust  mentions  an  instance  of  the  latter.  "Fuere 
extra  conjuralionem,  complurcs,  qui  ad  Gatalinam  initio  pro- 
fccti  sunt;  in  hie  A.  Fulvius,  senatoris  filius;  qnem  retractum 
ex  itmerc,  parens  juBsit  nceari."  (Sallust,  Cat.  xnxix.)  It  b 
hardly  to  be  supposed  that  the  exercise  of  a  right  so  abhor- 
rent to  alt  the  feelings  of  humanity  should  at  once  have  risen 
into  general  practice.  At  first,  in  the  simple  and  more  vir- 
tnous  periods  of  their  history,  it  was  no  doubt  exercised  only 
Qodor  a  supposed  manifest  neceseity.  As  luxury  and  vice 
increased  in  one  portion  of  the  coramunity,  and  with  it  poverty 
in  another,  it  came  to  be  practiced  on  the  slightest  oeeasiona, 
and  for  the  basest  purposes.     Accordingly,  ffe  find  at  one 


^^Jlun  hj  Uie  midwife.     Tbla  was  geaec&llj'  daue  b;  the  f&Iber,  kad  ao  ro- 

^^Kfcutl;  observed  wns  Ibis  ccremon;  tlmt  (lie  legitimacy  at  »  cliild  could 

^^^UlipntMl  without  it.''  (Lempriere's  ClusHical  Diclianary .) 

^^^^*  ''PrimDm  necessitnteiu  caluois  impoauit  educiiTidi  quiuquid  eiset  mnKiu- 

^^^HM.  et  e  SUubus  primogenilns ;  duUbid  aiiCem  prolem  necftri  permiail  miao- 

nm,  triemiio.  lUBi  liquid  mutilum  nut  alioqst  monstraBum  in  ipso  prtrta 

tditum.     Tblei  autem  fcelus  exponi  a  pareutibus  noQ  teiui(,  Bed  oHieiuoa 

priiuquiaque  vlris  e  Tioinia  proximis,  si  illi  quosiiue  eiponeiidoa  ei^e  cen- 

iniucal.     Si  quia  contra  biiac  Icgsm  oomTnillerol,  prceter  iilifts  mulct*!, 

etiuB  diiDidiam  bonurum  parieni  Hddiiit  Eerario  publico."  Dion^Bii  Haliou- 

Muei  icripta  qun  eiUnt  omuiu  et  UiBtarian  et  Rhetorics.     FranoaruTdl, 

1858.  Qrece  et  Lstiae,  Anliq.  Romanar.,  lib.  li.,  toI.  i-  p.  88. 

t  The  right  of  parenlB  orer  tlieirahildrea,  or  the  patria  potestas,  aait  wu 
caDfd,  \a  Lhua  tlaled  in  the  liulitulea  at  JuBliuiaa,  Ub.  1,  til.  (I,  p.  22, 
Coofcr'a  ed- :  "Jus  autem  poiestalis,  quod  in  liberos  habemuo,  propTium  est 
eirioa  Bomanoruio ;  aulli  emm  alii  Eunl  hoaunoB,  qui  talem  in  Ijberos 
btbiwi  jiol«»tasi,  qualem  nos  hab«inu>." 
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period,  and  that,  too,  when  the  Roman  empire  was  at  ita 
highest  pitch  of  grandeur,  that  the  destruction  of  infant  life, 
in  all  its  various  stages,  was  practiced  by  high  and  low,  rich 
and  poor.  Abortion  was  perpetrated,  and  children  were  ex- 
posed,* probably  without  censure,  certainly  without  punidi- 
ment.  Of  this  we  have  the  most  abundant  testimony  from 
their  own  writers  as  well  as  from  the  Christian  fathers.  Of 
the  first  of  these  we  need  nothing  more  than  the  graphic  a<v 
counts  left  us  by  Juvenal.  In  his  celebrated  satire  on  women, 
he  speaks  of  the  practice  of  abortion  as  common  among  the 
fashionable  and  rich  ladies  of  his  day. 

Hffi  tamen  et  partus  subeunt  discrimen,  et  omnes 

Nutricls  tolerant,  fortuna  urgente,  labores 

Bed  jacet  aurato  vix  ulla  paerpera  lecto; 

Tantum  artes  hi^jus,  tantam  medicamina  possoni, 

Qu»  steriles  facit,  atque  homines  in  Tentre  necandos 

Conduit.  (Juvenal:  Sat.  tL  476.)t 

The  Christian  writers  of  the  day,  in  their  defences  of  the 
Christian  religion  against  the  accusations  of  their  enemieii 
express  themselves  with  heroic  boldness  in  exposing  and  de- 
nouncing the  prevalent  practices  of  the  Romans. 

Justin  Martyr  says :  "  But  we  who  are  truly  Christians,  an 
so  far  from  maintaining  any  unjust  or  ungodly  opinions,  thift 
exposing  of  infants,  which  is  so  much  in  practice  among  yoOi 
we  teach  to  be  a  very  wicked  practice;  first,  because  we  see 
that  such  children,  both  girls  and  boys,  are  generally  all 


*  The  places  where  children  were  generally  exposed  at  Rome  wore 
the  columna  lactaria  and  the  velabrum.  The  first  was  a  piUar,  whieh  ilood 
in  the  market  where  yegetables  were  sold.  (Beckman  on  InrentionB,  ToL  h*. 
p.  434.)  The  velabrum  was  '<a  marshy  piece  of  ground  on  tlie  aide  of  til 
Tiber,  between  the  Aventine,  Palatine,  and  Capitoline  hills,  which  AngutM 
drained,  and  where  he  built  houses.  The  place  was  frequented  as  a  maxU^ 
where  oil,  cheese,  and  other  commodities  were  exposed  to  sale."  (Lemprisnf^ 
Classical  Dictionary.) 

f  **Yet  these,  though  poor,  the  pain  of  childbed  bear. 

And  without  nurses  their  own  infants  rear. 

Tou  seldom  hear  of  the  rich  mantle  spread 

For  the  babe,  bom  in  the  great  lady's  bed. 

Such  is  the  power  of  herbs ;  such  arts  they  oae 

To  make  them  barren,  or  their  fruit  to  lose." 

(Drfdm*M  fKnuMM.) 


i  ap  for  tlie  service  of  lust,  (for  as  the  anoients  brod  up 
r  foundlings  to  feed  cows,  or  goats,  or  aheep,  or  grasB 
I,  80,  now-a-days,  such  boys  are  brought  up  only  to  be 
\  against  niittirc;)  and  accordingly  you  have  a  herd  of 
a  and  cffeminato  men  prostitutes  in  every  nation." 
*  *  *  "And  another  reason  against 
aposing  infants  is,  that  we  are  afraid  they  should  pcriBh 
tot  vant  of  being  taken  up,  and  bring  us  under  the  guilt  of 
aordfir."* 

TertuUian,  in  his  Apology,  thus  expresses  himself:  "How 
tuny  of  you,"  addressing  himself  to  the  Roman  people,  and 
to  the  goremors  of  cities  and  provinces,  "might  I  deservedly 
cWge  with  infant  murder;  and  not  only  so,  but  among  thfl 
di&rent  kinds  of  death,  for  choosing  some  of  the  cruelcst  for 
their  own  children,  such  as  drowning,  or  starving  with  cold  or 
himger,  or  exposing  to  tho  mercy  of  dogs;  dying  by  the 
(word  being  too  sweet  a  death  for  children,  and  such  as  a  man 
would  choose  to  fall  by,  sooner  than  by  any  other  ways  of 
fiolence?  But  Christians  now  are  so  far  from  homicide,  that 
vitk  them  it  is  utterly  unlawful  to  make  away  with  a  child  is 
lb,  when  nature  is  in  deliberation  about  the  man;  for 
|k  kin  ft  child  before  it  is  born,  is  to  commit  murder  by  way  of 
k;  and  there  is  no  difference,  whether  you  destroy  a 
child  Id  its  formation,  or  after  it  is  formed  and  delivered;  for 
we  Christiana  look  upon  him  as  a  man  who  is  one  in  embryo; 
for  he  is  a  being  like  the  fruit  in  blossom,  and  in  a  little  time 
Tootd  hare  been  a  perfect  man,  had  nature  met  with  no 
distarbaDCe."t 

To  the  same  effect  is  the  testimony  of  Minutius  Felix.     "I 

ie«  yoit  exposing  your  infants  to  wild  beasts  and  birds,  or 

tfnogUng  them  after  the  moat  miserable  manner.    Nay,  some 

f  you  will  not  give  them  the  liberty  to  be  born,  but  by  cmet 

tioos  procure  abortion,  and  smother  the  hopeful  beginnings 


■  Tie  Firat  Apology  of  St,  Justin  for  the  Ciirisliana,  lo  Antoninus  FiuB  i 
k  Apologiea  of  Justin  Msrlvr,  TerEuUian .  nnd  Minutius  Felix,  In  dcfeoea 
tOM  Cbritlian  Religion,  etc.,  I>7  William  KeeTes,  M.A.,  toI.  i.  pp.  6!t,  56; 

^  1716. 
i  I  B«eTM'  Apologies,  vol.  u.  p.  190. 
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of  what  would  come  to  be  a  man,  in  his  inotlier*8  mmH'* 
^^And  these,  forsooth,  are  the  lessons  which  you  learn  bm 
your  gods;  for  Saturn  exposed  not  his  chfldren,  but  he  ite 
them."* 

Such  was  the  practice  of  ancient  Rome  from  her  first  oi^ 
down  to  the  time  of  Constantino  the  Great.  During  the  dtjl 
of  her  greatest  political  grandeur,  it  was  carried  to  the  hi^Mk 
excess;  and  while  she  was  boasting  of  her  refinement,  aal 
casting  the  opprobrious  epithet  of  barbarian  on  all  around  bOi 
she  was  guilty  of  the  basest  profligacy  and  the  most  hardoied 
cruelty.  Philosophy  did  nothing  to  arrest  it.  Indeed,  lier 
sages,  like  those  of  Greece,  defended  and  apologized  for  it 
Pliny  the  elder  excuses  it  upon  the  ground  of  its  being  nectt- 
sary  to  preserve  the  population  within  proper  bounds:  "Qoo* 
niam  aliquarum  fecunditas  plena  liberi  tali  venia  indigeL* 
(Lib.  xxix.  c.  4.) 

Christianity  first  opposed  a  barrier  to  the  desolations  of  tUi 
crime ;  her  mild  and  humane  spirit  could  not  but  discoonte- 
nance  it;  and  accordingly  it  animated  all  who  were  arrajel 
under  her  peaceful  banners,  to  exert  their  energies  in  arnik* 
ing  its  progress.  As  the  Christian  religion  began  to  exeraw 
its  influence  over  the  imperial  power,  edicts  were  passed  iriA 
the  view  of  suppressing  this  horrid  crime.  By  Constantine 
the  Great  two  decrees  were  issued — one  for  Italy,  in  the  ycir 
815,  the  other  for  Africa,  in  the  year  322.  By  these  ik 
was  ordained  that  in  order  to  prevent  the  exposure,  sale,  or 
murder  of  new-bom  children,  those  who  were  too  poor  to  reir 
them  should  receive  assistance  from  the  public  treasury,  fli 
the  way  of  food,  clothing,  and  other  necessaries.  At  the  sime 
time,  it  was  ordered  that  a  severe  punishment  be  inflicted 
on  a  cruel  father.  These  edicts  are  supposed  to  have  been 
issued  under  the  advice  of  the  celebrated  Lactantiu8.f 

*  **yos  enim  yideo  procreatos  filios  nunc  fens  et  ayibuB  exponere,  wutt 
adstrangulatos  misero  mortis  genere  elidere.  Sunt  qu»  in  ipsis  Tiae«rilNH» 
medicamiiiibus  epotis,  originem  fatari  hominis  extinguant.*'  '*£t  hodc  udqM 
de  deorum  yestrorum  difloiplina  desoendunt ;  nam  Satumus  filios  suof  bob 
exposuit,  sed  yorayit.*'  (Minuoii  Feliois  Octayius,  cap.  xxx.  8,  p.  188;  Lob- 
gosalessee,  1778.) 

f  Beokman's  History  of  InyentionB,  vol.  iv.  p.  489. 


B  iraa  the  first  time  that  the  authority  of  the  government 
interposed  to  arrest  thia  crime;  and  it  is  not  to  be  sup- 
posed that  a  custom  which  had  become  so  familiar  to  all  the 
habits  and  feelings  of  the  Roman  people  would  be  immedi- 
ately suppressed;  accordingly,  we  find  that  it  still  continued 
Hi  prevail,  though  iu  a  less  degree,  until  the  end  of  the  fourth 
century,  when  it  was  finally  eatorminated  by  the  emperors 
Valentinian,  Valens,  and  Gratian.* 

In  everything  relating  to  the  treatment  of  children,  the 
ancient  Gervian»  exhibited  a  noble  contrast  to  the  profligate 
Romaua.  From  the  moment  of  birth,  they  were  treated  as 
free  human  beings.  The  mothers  reared  their  infants  at  their 
own  breast;  they  were  not  left  to  the  care  of  nurses  and 
servants ;  and  to  destroy  them  was  looked  upon  as  infamous. 
Tacitus,  in  his  account  of  the  manners  of  the  Germans,  says 
of  them,  that  "to  set  limits  to  population  by  rearing  up  only 
a  certain  number  of  children  and  destroying  the  rest,  is  ac- 
coanted  a  flagitious  crime."  And  he  adds,  "among  the  savages 
of  Germany  virtuous  manners  operate  more  than  good  laws  in 
r  countrie8."t 
Rven  the  Goths,  barbarians  as  they  are  commonly  called, 
tftined  juster  and  more  humane  notions  in  relation  to  the 
B  of  infant  life  than  the  Romans,  for  although  infanticide 

n  Ihua  expresses  himaeir  in  relation  to  this  practice  among  the 
"But  the  eipoeiiion  of  ohiltlren  was  tlie  pretailing  und  stubborn 
Tfe«  of  kBliquity;  it  was  somclimea  pruoticed,  often  permitted,  almost  always 
pi«oliC«4  with  Impunit;,  bj  the  B»tion»  who  never  eaterlained  llie  Boninn 
lde*a  of  parental  power;  and  the  dramatic  poela.  who  appesl  to  the  human 
ll«**i>  represent  with  iudifierence  a  popalar  ouBtom  whieh  was  palliated  bj 
th»  (UOtiTes  of  economjr  and  oompaasion.  It  the  father  could  subdue  hip  own 
ftallng*.  hi  might  escape,  lliough  not  the  censure,  at  least  the  obastisemenl 
of  (li«  lawi.  And  the  Roman  empire  was  stained  wiiii  the  blood  of  infonU, 
tin  Baeli  murden  were  included  bj  ValcDtinian  and  his  colleagues  in  the 
)«(l«r  Koii  spirit  ofihe  Cornelian  law."  (The  Historjof  the  Deoline  and  Fall 
nt  1^  ^niaa  Empire,  b;  Edward  Gibbon,  Esq.,  toI.  iii.  p.  186,  Land,  ed.) 
u  Qarm.  lii.,  Mnrphj'B  Taclius,  TOl  v.  p,  112,  Eng.  ed..  1881. 
■B  called  lavaget  bj  the  Romana.  But  let  any  one  read  the 
s  and  practice*  of  the  Roman  woraeo.  aa  giren  by 
a  compare  U  wilb  the  dcscriptioa  of  the  Gorman  women,  by 
D  the  same  century. )  and  I  thinb  he  will  not  hcsilalo 
^gthat  Uie  lenn  more  jaatly  belongs  to  Ihe  Romans. 
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prevailed  among  some  of  them,  yet  it  receiTod  no  saaeim 
from  their  laws.  GhindaBwinthoSy  one  of  the  kingi  of  As 
Visigoths,  describes  the  procuring  of  abortion,  as  well  astb 
murder  of  children,  as  practices  prevalent  in  the  proviaee^ 
but  denounces  severe  penalties  against  the  perpefcraton  if 
these  crimes.*  In  theT  code  of  the  Visigoths  (Leges  Yiaogh 
thorum)  there  are  express  laws  against  these  offences.  *^]X 
was  death  to  give  a  woman  drugs  to  procure  abortioii|  oi 
equally  criminal  if  that  effect  should  follow  from  a  stroke  or 
any  willful  injury.  Child  murder  was  punished  with  the  dM& 
of  the  parent.*'     (Lib.  vi.  tit.  iii.t) 

But  infanticide  was  not  confined  to  the  ancients.  It  bai 
descended  to  modern  nations,  and  at  the  present  day  disgraM 
eastern  and  southern  Asia. 

The  Chinese  are  notorious  for  the  exposure  and  murder 
of  their  children.  According  to  Mr.  Barrow,  the  number 
of  children  exposed  in  Pekin  alone  amounts  to  nine  iha^ 
sand  annually.  No  law  exists  to  prevent  it ;  on  the  cos- 
trary,  it  appears  rather  to  be  encouraged,  inasmuch  as  pe^ 
sons  are  employed  by  the  police  of  the  city  to  go  thra(^ 
the  difierent  streets  every  morning,  in  carts,  to  pick  up  all  the 
children  that  may  have  been  thrown  out  during  the  nigkt 
''No  inquiries  are  made;  but  the  bodies  are  carried  to  a  6(Hi- 
mon  pit  without  the  walls  of  the  city,  into  which  all,  whether 
dead  or  living,  are  promiscuously  thrown. "J  The  practice  ii 
not  confined  to  the  capital;  it  prevails  also  in  other  parts  of 
the  country.  It  is  calculated  that  the  number  of  infants  de- 
stroyed in  Pekin,  is  about  equal  to  that  of  all  the  rest  of  the 
empire.  §  Almost  all  those  that  are  exposed  are  femakL 
The  causes  assigned  for  its  prevalence  are  extreme  povertji 
arising  from  an  overgrowth  of  population,  frequent  and  dread- 
ful famines  springing  from  the  same  cause,  the  natural  cold- 
ness of  affection  in  the  Chinese,  together  with  the  sanction  of 

*  On  the  history  of  the  effects  of  religion  on  mankind,  by  Rot.  £d.  Bjib, 
p.  110. 

t  Univergal  Historj,  by  Tytler  and  Nares,  vol.  iii  pp.  206,  206. 

X  Travels  in  China,  etc.,  by  John  Barrow,  Esq.,  p.  118,  Anoier.  adltka. 

2  Ibid.,  p.  114;  also  De  Panw's  Philosophical  Dissertation  ooi  Um  Bff^ 
liana  and  Chinese.  (Quarterly  Bavitw,  toL  ii.  p.  266w) 


castoin,  and  the  want  of  any  l&v  forbidding  it.  ilr.  Ellis* 
SLod  Dr.  Abel,t  both  of  wbom  visited  China  in  company  with 
the  embnssy  of  Lord  Amhorst,  in  181G,  express  strong  doubts 
with  regard  to  the  frequency  of  infanticide  in  that  country. 
And  more  recently,  Mr.  DavisJ  does  the  same.  For  ibe  sake 
of  humanity,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  those  doubts  are  founded 
in  truth.  Whether  the  estimate  of  Barrow  and  other  travelers 
be  too  large  or  not,  it  is  impossible  to  say.  The  general  pre- 
Taleuce  of  the  crime,  however,  is  unquestionable;  and  recent 
travelers  speak  of  it  as  still  existing  in  all  its  horrid  de- 
formity. "At  the  beach  of  Amoy,"  says  Mr,  Gutzlaff,  "we 
were  shocked  at  the  spectacle  of  a  pretty  new-born  babe, 
which  shortly  before  had  been  killed.  We  asked  some  of  the 
by-standers  what  this  meant ;  they  answered  with  indifference, 
'it  is  only  a  girl.'"  This  same  traveler  says:  "It  is  a  general 
costoin  among  them  to  drown  a  large  proportion  of  the  new- 
born female  children.  This  unnatural  crime  is  so  common 
among  them,  that  it  is  perpetrated  without  any  feeling,  tlnd 
even  in  a  laughing  mood;  and  to  ask  a  man  of  any  distinc- 
tion whether  he  has  dangbtera,  is  a  mark  of  great  rudeness. 
Neither  the  government,  nor  the  moral  sayings  of  their  sages, 
h«Te  put  a  stop  to  this  nefarious  custom. "§  The  same  writer, 
in  another  work,  makes  (he  following  statement:  "Infanti- 
eidfi,  of  which  the  husbands  are  the  only  perpetrators,  is  not 
onoommon;  but  female  children  only  are  murdered,  and  then 
idiately  after  their  birth.  This  horrible  crime  meeta  with 
[ttishment  from  the  laws  of  the  country:  a  father  being 
i.  sovereign  lord  of  his  children,  he  may  extinguish  life 
ipeTer  he  perceives  or  pretends  that  a  prolongation  of  it 


nikl  of  the  pro«eediDgB  of  ibe  late  embus;  to  China,  etc.,  b;  Henrf 
d  MmnuMioner  of  Lba  embsssf,  toI.  ii.  p.  200i  Loudan,  18IT. 

of  ■  Journey  in  tbe  Interior  of  China,  elo.  in  the  years  1816 
|817,  bj  Clarke  Abel,  P.B.S.,  pp.  2S4,  236;  London,  1818. 
eh*  Clilneae:  a  general  deicriplion  of  the  Empire  of  China  and  ita  In- 
aU.  by  John  Francis  Davis,  F.R.8.,  etc.,  toI.  i.  p.  249,  Am.  ed. 

a  of  Three  Voyages  along  the  Co&sl  of  Cbin&,  in  ISSl,  1S32,  and 
with  notices  of  3iam,  Corea,  and  Lhe  Loo-Cluia  lilande,  by  £ev. 
»  QntiUfj  p.  142;  American  edition. 
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would  only  aggravate  the  sufferings  of  his  oflbpring."*  An- 
other late  traveler  says:  ^'In  some  provinces,  not  one  oolrf 
three  is  suffered  to  live;  and  in  others,  as  the  writer  has  horn 
informed  by  the  Chinese  from  those  places,  the  difference  be- 
tween the  male  and  female  population  is  as  ten  to  ona.^f 
Medhurst  confirms  the  general  prevalence  of  this  practioe.  U 
is  confined  almost  entirely  to  female  children.  It  has  noiUif 
to  do  with  any  religious  system  or  creed;  it  is  not  tanj^ 
^'either  by  Confucianism,  Taouism,  or  Buddism."  The  piii* 
cipal  cause  is  poverty  and  the  desire  to  get  rid  of  the  trooUe 
and  expense  of  bringing  up  female  children,  who  are  efli- 
sidered  as  comparatively  useless  beings.  Hence  it  prenib 
most  in  the  capital  and  in  the  southern  provinces,  where  iat 
population  is  beyond  the  powers  of  the  soil  to  produce  nf- 

cient  subsistence.^ 

A  still  more  recent  traveler  in  China,  the  Rev.  Mr.  SnuA, 
gives  some  interesting  statements  in  relation  to  infantidlAi 
In  Canton,  the  crime  is  comparatively  infrequent,  owing, ass 
supposed,  to  the  Foundling  Hospital  established  there  lad 
superintended  by  the  government.  This  is  the  only  institi- 
tion  of  the  kind  in  the  province,  and  is  capable  of  holJEig 
1000  infants.  It  is  estimated  that  5000  female  children,  tb 
o&pring  of  the  poor,  are  annually  taken  to  this  establiilk- 
ment.  In  a  visit  to  the  suburbs  of  Canton,  Mr.  Smith  m 
told  that  ^'  taking  a  circle  of  the  radius  of  ten  miles  aroond 
the  spot  where  he  was,  it  was  computed  that  the  number  of 
infanticides  did  not  exceed  one  hundred  a  year.  The  pracdee 
was  entirely  confined  to  the  poor,  and  originated  in  the  dii- 
culty  of  rearing  their  female  offspring.''  In  the  Fokeen  pro- 
vince, on  the  other  hand,  female  infanticides  were  very  cos- 
mon.  At  a  place  about  five  days'  journey  above  Canton,  then 
were  computed  to  be  500  or  600  female  children  destroyed  in 

*  A  Sketch  of  Chinese  History,  Ancient  and  Modem,  et^s.,  by  Ber.  Omltf 
Gutzlaff;  yd.  i.  p.  46;  American  edition,  1884. 

f  See  a  Journal  of  a  Residence  in  China,  etc.,  firom  1829  to  1888,  by  Bit. 
David  Abeel,  pp.  128,  168.     New  Tork,  1884. 

X  China :  its  state  and  prospects,  with  especial  reference  to  the  spwed  if 
the  Gospel,  etc.,  by  W.  H.  Medhurst,  of  the  London  Misiionmij  Sooli^f 
pp.  45,  46,  47.   Boston,  1888. 
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a  month.*     In  Amoy  the  crime  seems  to  be  very  prevalent. 

About  one-half  of  the  female  children  were  said  to  be  d&- 

Btrojed.     This,  too,  was  principallj  among  the  poor,  and  the 

number  in  a  family  was  generally  in  proportion  to  the  poverty 

of  the  individual.     Out  of  six  daughters,  some  murdered  thre^ 

^■Mbera  four,  and  others  five.    The  child  was  destroyed  immedi- 

^Hplely  after  birth.     The  modes  were  various — either  by  drown- 

^^HJKg  in  a  vessel  of  water,  pinching   the  throat,  applying  a  wet 

^^Hotb  over  the  mouth,  or  choking  by  a  few  grains  of  rice  placed 

^Hk  the  mouth  of  the  infant. f    The  causes  of  the  prevalence  of 

^^^ne  crime  among  the  Chinese,  according  to  Mr.  Smith,  are  to 

be  sought  for  in  the  extreme  poverty  in  certain  districts,  and 

tho  little  importance  attached  to  females  in  the  social  oonsti> 

tntion. 

Among  the  Japaneie,  it  is  said,  by  one  authority,  that  the 
poor  people  destroy  their  children  at  birth,  when  they  are 
weakly  or  deformed.  Although  forbidden  by  the  laws  under 
severe  penalties,  the  practice  seems  to  be  winked  at  by  govern- 
ment, and  the  parents  are  very  seldom  called  to  account  for 
these  murders.  The  crime  of  producing  abortion,  too,  is  said 
to  be  very  frequent,  and  some  of  the  priests  are  charged  with 
making  a  trade  of  Belling  decoctions  of  certain  woods  for  this 
parposc.J  It  does  not  appear,  however,  that  these  people  are 
jostly  chargeable  with  the  general  crime  of  exposing  or  de- 
ttroying  their  children.  In  this  respect  they  certainly  differ 
greatly  from  their  neighbors,  the  Chinese.  I  have  looked 
into  K<Empf6r,g  Thunberg,  and  others,  and  I  do  not  find  any- 
thing to  justify  tho  opinion  that  they  are  addicted  to  this 
crime — at  any  rate,  it  is  not  a  national  crime.  They  appear 
to  treat  their  children  with  great  kindness  and  attention, 
How  different  they  must  be  from  the  Chinese,  ia  evident  from 


IB  of  Chim 


D 1844, 1845,  ind  1846, 


•  Bxplorfttor;  Tiiit  to  the  oonsnlkr  oi 
b7  ll«T-  Geo.  Sniiih,  M.A. ;  tqL  L  p.  6S, 

f  Iblil.,  p-  393. 

*  MeiBvin  of  K  oBptMt;  in  J&pua,  during  tLe  ;eara  1811,  1S12,  and  181S, 
wUh  aliflcrTkti«iia  an  llie  coanlr;  and  tlie  people,  b;  Captain  Ooloimiii,  of 
Um  BifBl»w  NftTj;  wcond  edition;  London;  vol.  iii.  p.  232. 

{  nsBlory  of  Jftpan,  etc.,  bj  B.  Eiemprer,  M.D.,  Phyiioian  to  the  Dutch 
KwbiwT  t«  lli«  Enperot'i  Caiui ;  London,  1728;  tiro  Tob.,  foL 
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a  statement  of  Thanberg,.who  says:  ^'Themore  danj^tcna 
man  has,  and  the  handsomer  they  are,  the  richer  he  esteem 
hunself,  it  being  here  the  established  custom  for  sniton  to 
make  presents  to  their  fathers-in-law  before  they  obtain  Ui 
daughter."* 

Among  the  Hindoos^  infanticide  presents  itself  in  aD  ill 
deformities,  and  its  atrocities  are  beyond  description.  It  \m 
existed  among  them  for  at  least  2000  years,  for  Greek  ni 
Roman  historians  notice  it,  and  refer  to  some  of  the  my 
places  where  it  is  now  known  to  exist.t  The  number  of  b- 
fantile  murders  in  the  provinces  of  Gutch  and  Goserat  aloM^ 
amounted,  in  1807,  according  to  the  lowest  calcuIatioD,  to 
8000  annually;  according  to  another  computation,  SO,000.| 
Females  are  almost  the  only  victims.  In  defence  of  the  pne- 
tice,  they  urge  the  difficulty  of  rearing  female  children,  the 
expense  attending  their  education,  and  the  small  probafaifity 
of  their  ever  being  married.§  Within  a  few  years,  throoi^ 
the  benevolent  exertions  of  some  of  the  subjects  of  Chat 
Britain,  it  was  supposed  that  infanticide  had  been  completd^ 
abolished  in  many  of  the  provinces.  Mr.  Duncan,  governor 
of  Bombay,  Marquis  Wellesley,  and  Col.  Walker,  were  the 
persons  who  took  the  lead  in  this  affiiir,  and  whose  energy  ind 
perseverance  it  was  hoped  and  asserted  had  been  crowned 


*  Travels  in  Europe,  Africa,  and  Asia,  made  between  the  years  1770  ud 
1779,  by  Charles  Thunberg,  M.D. ;  third  edition;  London;  toI.  Iy.  p.  61 

f  Christian  Researches  in  Asia,  by  the  Rev.  Claudius  Buchanan,  DlD.; 
English  edition,  p.  49.  View  of  the  History,  Literature,  Religion,  etc.  of 
the  Hindoos,  by  William  Ward,  D.D.,  p.  898;  American  edition.  Aln, 
Moor's  Hindu  Infanticide,  etc.,  Review  of  the  same  in  London  Qmitai^ 
Review,  vol.  vi.  p.  210. 

%  Buchanan's  Researches  in  Asia,  p.  49 ;  also  Moor's  Hindu 
p.  68. 

2  The  modes  of  perpetrating  the  deed  are  various.  Dr.  Buchanan 
that  two  are  principally  prevalent.  As  soon  as  it  is  known  to  be  a  feaikb 
a  piece  of  opium  is  put  into  its  mouth ;  or  the  umbilical  cord  is  drawn  •** 
its  face,  which,  by  preventing  respiration,  destroys  it  (Researohei  In  irfii 
p.  47 ;  Moor's  Hindu  Infanticide,  pp.  56,  56.)  Another  mode  stiU  am 
common,  however,  is  to  drown  the  child  as  soon  as  it  is  bom  and  asctrteiMd 
to  be  a  female,  in  a  large  vessel  of  milk  placed  In  the  room  for  ihaXfO' 
pose.  (Moor's  Hindu  Infanticide,  p.  27;  Heber's  TraTals,  toL  iL  p.  70; 
American  edition. 
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with  complete  success.*  It  is  me'Uncboly  to  be  obliged  to 
state,  on  tbo  autborlty  of  a  recent  traveler,  that  the  benevo- 
lent labors  of  these  gentlomen  were  attended  with  only  tempo- 
rary success.  Bishop  Hcber,  in  his  travels  in  1824  and  1825, 
says:  "Through  the  influence  of  Major  Walker,  it  is  certain 
that  many  children  were  spared ;  and  previous  to  his  depart- 
ure from  Guzerat,  he  received  tho  most  affecting  compliment 
vlitch  a  good  man  could  receive,  in  being  welcomed  at  the 
gate  of  the  palace,  on  some  public  occasion,  by  a  procession 
of  girls  of  high  rank,  who  owed  their  lives  to  bim,  and  who 
came  to  kiss  bis  clothes  and  throw  vfreatbs  of  flowers  over  him 
aa  their  deliverer  and  second  father.  Since  that  time,  how- 
ever, things  have  gone  on  very  much  in  the  old  train,  and  the 
answer  made  by  the  chiefs  to  any  remonstrances  of  the  British 
officers  is,  'Pay  our  daughters'  marriage  portion  and  they 
shall  live.'  Yet  these  very  men,  rather  than  strike  a  cow, 
wonld  submit  to  the  cnielest  martyrdom."t 

In  the  Burman  Empire  infanticide,  as  a  general  crime,  is 
unknown.  Children  arc  treated  with  great  kindness,  both  by 
father  and  mother,  and  no  distinction  is  made  between  males 
<st  females.  Mr.  Malcolm  says:  "Infanticide,  except  in  very 
rare  cases  by  unmarried  females,  is  utterly  unknown.  A 
widow  with  children,  girls  or  boys,  is  much  more  likely  to  be 
might  again  in  marriago  than  if  she  had  none.  The  want  of 
them,  on  a  first  marriage,  is  one  of  the  most  frequent  canaea 
of  polygamy."! 

There  is  no  part  of  the  world,  however,  in  which  infanti- 
cide prevailed,  until  very  .recently,  in  a  form  more  affecting 
than  it  did  in  some  of  the  South  Sea  Inlands.  Previously  to 
the  conversion  of  Otakeile,  now  called  Tahiti,  infanticide  was 

"  For  ■  full  BccouDt  of  theao  meaaures,  see  "  Tlindu  Infsntictde ;  no  sa- 
oouot  or  the  mcuures  adopteil  for  euppreasiog  the  prociiua  of  tlie  aystem&Iic 
murder,  by  Iheir  psrcola,  of  female  infants:  with  inahlental  remarks  oa 
Olh«r  eu*tDm»  peculiar  to  the  naliTei  of  India ;"  edited,  trith  tmlCB  and  tltuft- 
mtiaikf,  bj  Edward  Moor,  P.U.S, ;  London.  1811.  41o.  In  this  volatile  the 
report  of  L1bui..Co1.  Walker  is  pBrticiiIarly  intcreaiing. 

f  NatVBtira  of  a  Journey  In  the  tipper  PrDrinceB  of  India,  eto.,  hj  the 
Bi(lit  Be*.  Reginald  Heber.O.D.,  lol.  ii.  p.  TO;  Amoricsti  edition. 

t  Travrii  in  SonlLeastern  Asia,  etc.  ole.,  bj  Howard  Malcolm;  Boston, 
wrenlli  edition,  1841,  *ol.  i.  p.  180. 
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SO  common,  that,  along  with  other  causes,  it  threatened  the 
complete  depopulation  of  the  island.  It  was  found  as  a  com- 
mon practice  when  the  island  was  first  visited  by  Captain 
Cook  in  1769  ;*  and  just  anterior  to  the  introduction  of  Chris- 
tianity, according  to  the  most  accurate  estimates,  at  least  two- 
thirds  of  the  children  bom  were  destroyed.t  It  appears  to 
have  been  confined  to  no  rank  or  class  of  the  community,  but 
to  have  been  universally  prevalent.  Mr.  Ellis,  who  viuted 
this  part  of  the  world  in  1817,  and  resided  there  for  eight 
years,  states  that  he  ^^did  not  recollect  having  met  with  a 
female  in  the  island,  during  the  whole  period  of  his  residence 
there,  who  had  been  a  mother  while  idolatry  prevailed,  who 
had  not  imbrued  her  hands  in  the  blood  of  her  offspring."! 
To  the  same  effect  is  the  testimony  of  another  missionary, 
who  resided  many  years  in  the  islands  of  the  Pacific,  Hr. 
Williams.  ^^Infanticide,"  he  says,  ^^did  not  prevail  either  at 
the  Navigators  or  Hervey  groups;  but  the  extent  to  which 
it  was  carried  at  the  Tahitian  and  Society  Islands  almost 
exceeds  credibility.  Generally,  I  may  state,"  he  adds,  "that 
in  the  last>mentioned  group  I  never  conversed  with  a  female^ 
that  had  borne  children  prior  to  the  introduction  of  Chris- 
tianity, who  had  not  destroyed  some  of  them,  and  fre- 
quently as  many  as  from  five  to  ten."§  Females  were  gene- 
rally the  victims.  The  effect  which  this  practice  had  in 
diminishing  the  number  of  inhabitants  was  astonishing,  and 
affords  a  striking  refutation  of  the  doctrine  which  is  main- 
tained by  some,  that  the  practice  of  destroying  children  has  i 
direct  tendency  to  augment  population.  When  Cook  visited 
the  island  he  estimated  the  inhabitants  at  200,000.  Although 
this  was  probably  altogether  too  large,  yet  it  shows  that  the 
island  at  that  time  must  have  been  quite  populous.     In  lea 


*  Cook*8  Voyages,  toL  ii.  pp.  72,  85. 

t  TurnbuU's  Voyage  Bound  the  World,  in  1800,  1802,  1808,  and  1804; 
Polynesian  Researches,  by  WiUiam  Ellis,  yoL  L  p.  198 ;  American  ediUon. 

X  Polynesian  Researches,  toL  L  p.  198. 

2  A  NarratiYe  of  Missionary  Enterprises  in  the  South  Sea  Islands ;  witk 
remarks  upon  the  natural  history  of  the  islands,  origin,  languages,  tradi- 
tions, and  usages  of  the  inhabitants,  by  John  Williams,  of  the  Londoa 
Missionary  Society,  p.  499 ;  New  Tork,  1887. 


thirty  years  after,  this  terrestrial  paradise,  blessed  with  a 
.1  climate  and  a  luxuriant  soil,  waa  reduced  to  some  7100 
lOO  souls.  In  1797.  Captain  Wilson,  who  went  with  the 
missionaries  from  England,  made  the  population  only 
t  16,000 ;  and  not  many  years  afterwards,  the  missiona- 
Seclared  it  as  their  opinion  that  the  island  did  not  con- 
more  than  8000  souls.*  Mr.  Ellis  thinks  that  within  th^ 
.hirty  years  the  island  has  never  contained  fewer  inhabit- 
than  this,  and  he  estimates  the  present  number  at  about 
JO-t  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  this  enormous  diminu- 
jf  population  is  to  be  attributed  solely  to  the  practice  of 
licide.  Various  other  causes  have  doubtless  co-operated,  J 
infanticide,  however,  has  had  a  material  effect  in  repress- 
be  population,  is  conceded  by  all  those  who  have  visited 
Ifll&nd.  Besides  Tahiti,  this  horrid  practice  prevailed  in 
e  rest  of  those  groups  of  islands  known  by  the  names  of 
gian  and  Society  islands,  and  to  the  same  extent. § 
ng  the  causes  of  the  prevalence  of  this  crime,  there  was 
and  it  appears  to  have  been  the  principal  one,  so  curious 
inique  that  it  deserves  a  brief  notice.  This  was  the  ei- 
je  of  an  institution  which  was  called  the  Areoi  Society. 
this  association  originated  is  not  known.  It  appears  to 
been  of  remote  antiquity,  and,  according  to  the  traditions 
e  people,  was  of  divine  origin.  The  habits  and  practices 
e  members  of  this  society  were  of  the  most  debasing 
iCter.     According  to  Mr.  Ellis,  who  gives  the  best  ao- 


tljticukD  ItueKTches,  toL  i.  p.  89. 

.pMio  Wilkes  etstefl  that  a  recent  census  giies  QOOO  inhnliilanis  for 
^lotion  of  T&hiti,  sad  be  adds,  th&[  tor  the  last  thirty  jenrs  th« 
liOD  h&i  been  neftrl/atatianary;  tiis  births  and  deaths  arc  now  tilmoit 
r  in  equal  numbore.  One  of  the  ohleat  misaionaries  iaformed  him, 
tliough  he  sow  much  change  in  the  cbarscter  and  hsbils  of  (he  peo- 
I  «au1<l  pGrceive  nooe  in  their  appareot  niiuiberB.  (Narrative  of  the 
B  Exploring  Eipedilion,  durioE  (be  jcnrl  18S8,  ISSS,  184U, 
tad  1M2.  by  Charles  Wilkes,  U.  S.  N.,  »ol.  ii.  p.  40.) 
linburgh  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal.  tdI.  ii.  pp.  284,  290. 
r  inlerestSng  noticra  on  this  subject,  ece  Jaurnal  of  Toyages  and 
n  and  O.  B*nnel,  Esq.,  rol.  i.  p.  53,  »<il. 
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count  of  this  institution,  it  was  made  up  of  ^'a  sort  of  itnft> 
ing  players  and  privileged  libertines,  who  spent  their  daji  k 
traveling  from  island  to  island,  and  from  one  district  to  a> 
other,  exhibiting  their  pantomimes  and   spreading  a  isanl 
contagion  throughout  society.''*    The  resources  of  tiie  sooslj 
were  ample,  and  these   exhibitions  were   among  the  cUtf 
sources  of  amusement  to  the  people.    These  dirersions  U 
their  gods,  who,  according  to  the  ideas  of  the  people,  pstna 
ized  every  evil  practice  perpetrated  during  such  seasoBidf 
public  festivity.     When  a  person  wished  to  become  a  menlNr 
of  this  society,  he  was  supposed  to  be  inspired  to  do  so  by  ^ 
gods.     With  this  view  he  assumed  the  air  of  a  deranged  p» 
son,  and  rushed  with  frantic  wildness  among  the  performai, 
joining  in  their  orgies.     After  undergoing  suitable  triali,  h 
was  inaugurated  as  a  member.     After  this,  the  first  act  b 
was  directed  to  perform  was  to  destroy  all  his  childreHj  whici 
was  always  done.     This  association  was  held  in  the  hi^ot 
repute  by  the  chiefs  and  higher  classes,  while  by  the  ignonot 
and  vulgar  it  was  looked  up  to  with  a  species  of  veneratifla 
Membership  was  not  confined  to  any  particular  grade,  bat  mi 
open  to  all.     It  is  easy  to  conceive  what  the  influence  of  siuii 
a  society  must  have  been  upon  the  rest  of  the  commumty. 
Sanctioned,  and  even  ordered,  as  infanticide  was  by  it,  and  in 
obedience  too   to  the  will  of  their  gods,  the  practice  wai 
looked  upon  not  merely  as  not  criminal,  but  perfectly  inno- 
cent, and  accordingly  it  was  resorted  to  by  the  whole  of  the 
people,  either   from   ambitious   or  prudential    consideratioDS 
or  to  get  rid  of  the  trouble  and  expense  of  rearing  their 
children. 

To  add  to  the  atrocities  of  this  crime,  as  practiced  by  these 
islanders,  the  parents  or  nearest  relatives,  who  generaQy  at- 
tended for  this  very  purpose,  were  the  executioners.  The 
modes  in  which  the  children  were  destroyed  were  varioos— 
either  by  stabbing  them  with  a  sharp-pointed  piece  of  bamboo- 
cane,  strangling  them  by  placing  the  thumbs  on  the  throat,  or 
by  stamping  upon  them.  The  deed  was  always  perpetrated 
just  before  the  child  was  born  or  immediately  after  the  birth. 

*  EUiB*  Polynesian  Researohes,  toL  L  p.  ISS. 


According  to  Mr.  Ellis,  if  from  »ny  caose  it  was  suffered  to 
Uto  teD  minutes  or  Lalf  nu  hour,  it  was  safe. 

The  Areoi  Society  appears  to  have  been  peculiar  to  the 
Georgian  and  Society  Islands;  it  did  not  exist  among  cither 
the  Sandwich  or  Marquesas  Islands.  It  is  consoling  to  state 
that  in  the  year  1815,  immediately  after  the  reception  of 
Chriatianity  became  general  throughout  tho  Society  Islands, 
this  institntioD,  with  all  its  infamous  practices,  was  abolished 
by  common  consent,  and  many  of  the  Areoia  themselTea 
were  converted  to  Christianity.* 

When  infanticide  was  first  introduced  into  these  islands,  is 
not  known.  Mr.  Ellis  thinks  it  could  not  have  been  prac- 
ticed 80  extensively  in  the  earlier  periods  of  their  history  as 
it  was  during  the  fifty  yoara  previous  to  their  being  converted 
to  Christianity,  otherwise  they  never  could  have  become  bo 
populous  as  they  certainly  were  long  before  their  discovery. 

Among  the  Sandwich  Itlandera,  this  crime  also  prevailed 
io  its  roost  atrocious  forms.  Sometimes  they  strangled  their 
cbtldren,  but  more  frequently  buried  them  alive.  What  was 
peculiar  in  the  barbarity  of  these  people,  was,  that  even  slionld 
»  child  be  spared  for  a  few  weeks  or  months  after  birth,  they 
bad  no  hesitation  in  destroying  it  at  any  subsequent  period; 
ftt  least  two-thirds  of  tho  children  horn  were  here  also  sacri- 
ficed. The  principal  cause  assigned  for  the  prevalence  of  this 
eritse  among  these  people,  was  their  excessive  indolence,  and 
tbeir  dread  of  the  trouble  to  be  encountered  in  rearing  their 
children.  In  1823,  Mr.  Ellis  says,  that  although  not  abo- 
lished, he  believed  it  to  prevail  less  than  it  did  four  or  five 
years  before.  The  king,  as  well  as  many  of  the  chiefs,  began 
to  consider  it  as  murder,  and  did  everything  to  discourage 
the  practice.  In  1824  it  was  publicly  forbidden,  and  "if  the 
crime  is  practiced  now,"  says  he,  "it  is  under  the  j 
eamatances  as  secret  murder  would  be  perpetrated."  f 
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In  the  group  of  isUuids  called  the  JEtn^t-nifll  JUlandt^ » 

cording  to  Gapt.  Wilkes,  a  woman  has  seldom  more  than  twi^ 
and  never  more  than  three  living  children.  After  tiie  boA 
of  the  third,  they  consider  it  necessary  to  prevent  the  inoreMB 
of  their  families,  and  for  this  purpose  they  resort  to  8jf$temA 
abortion.  As  soon  as  a  female  finds  herself  pregnant  for  tib 
third  or  fourth  time,  she  calls  in  the  aid  of  a  person  praetieri 
in  the  art,  to  bring  about  an  abortion,  which  is  effected  \ff 
pressing  on  the  abdomen  and  back.  The  operation,  althoo^ 
not  unattended  with  much  pain  and  difficulty  to  the  mothflr, 
rarely  proves  fatal.  The  practice  is  looked  upon  without  Wf 
idea  of  its  criminality,  being  considered  as  a  necessary  meani 
of  keeping  their  families  from  becoming  too  large.  '^The 
practice  of  destroying  the  foetus,"  it  is  added,  ^'  is  univend 
among  the  unmarried  females,  but  children  are  never  destrojed 
after  birth."* 

In  the  Feejee  lalanda^  according  to  the  same  authority,  tiie 
practice  of  producing  abortion  is  so  prevalent  that  nearly  ob^ 
half  of  those  conceived  are  supposed  to  be  destroyed  in  tlui 
manner;  usually  by  the  command  of  the  father,  ^'at  whoM 
instance  the  wife  takes  herbs  which  are  known  to  produce  dui 
effect.  If  this  does  not  succeed,  the  accoucheur  is  employed 
to  strangle  the  child,  and  bring  it  forth  dead.^f  ^'It  ii 
stated,  too,  that  if  through  accident  or  neglect  a  name  shooU 
not  be  given  to  the  child  immediately  on  its  birth,  it  is  con- 
sidered as  an  outcast,  and  destroyed  by  the  mother." 

Among  the  natives  of  the  interior  of  Ceylon^  when  a  chfld 
is  born,  an  astrologer  is  consulted  to  foretell  its  future  fortune; 
if  it  should  be  unhappy,  it  is  carried  to  the  jungle  and  aban- 
doned, where  it  is  destroyed  by  cold,  or  devoured  by  wild 

fifth  month  of  utero-gestation,  almost  entirely  in  oases  of  illegitimaey,  and 
but  Yerj  rarely  after  birth.  Infanticide  has  been  made  a  crime  by  the  dril 
law ;  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  people  will  soon  feel  it  to  be  an  offence  equity 
against  social  and  moral  rectitude,  as  well  as  detrimental  to  their  poUtieai 
condition.*'  (A  Voyage  Round  the  World,  in  1885, 1836,  and  1887,  by  W.  & 
W.  Rusohenberger,  M.D.,  1888.) 

*  Narrative  of  the  United  States  Exploring  Expedition,  daring  the  J^ua 
1888,  1839,  1840,  1841,  and  1842,  by  Charles  Wilkes,  U.  8.  N.,  toL  t.  p. 
102. 

t  Ibid.,  voL  iiL  p.  98. 


INFAKTICIDE.  451 

tieftsts.  Qenerallj  speaking,  all  the  male  children,  as  well  as 
the  first  female  child,  are  exempted  from  this  unhappj  lot. 
So  common  is  the  deetruction  of  all  the  rest  of  the  female 
offspring,  that  it  has  been  obseryed,  in  the  district  where  this 
practice  prevails,  that  more  than  one  female  child  is  rarely  to 
be  found  in  a  family.*  The  effect  of  this  practice  upon  the 
relative  proportion  of  male  and  female  population  is  very 
etriking.  According  to  the  calculation  of  Mr.  Marshall,  the 
females  are  to  the  malea  as  84  to  100,  while  in  England  they 
are  as  98'8  to  100. f  The  only  extenuation  offered  for  this 
crime,  is  the  extreme  poverty  of  the  people.  Biahop  Heber, 
in  speaking  of  the  prevalence  of  infanticide  in  Ceylon,  states 
tbat  in  the  last  general  census  in  1821,  the  number  of  males 
exceeded  by  20,000  that  of  females ;  in  one  district,  there 
were  to  every  hundred  men  but  fifty-five  women;  and  in  those 
ports  where  the  numbers  were  equal,  the  population  was  almost 
exclusively  Mussulman. I  The  difficulty  of  marrying  their 
daughters,  in  a  country  where  to  live  single  is  disgraceful,  is 
one  of  the  principal  causes,  according  to  Heber,  of  this  unna- 
tural  custom. 

The  natives  of  JVcmj  South  Wales  resort  to  violent  and  un- 
natural compression  of  the  body  of  the  mother,  in  order  to 
procure  abortion.  This  process  is  called  by  them  Meebra, 
and  is  resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  the  trouble  of 
carrying  about  tho  child  when  young,  a  duty  which  devolves 
entirely  on  the  female.  As  may  naturally  be  supposed,  the 
mother  not  unfrcquently  falls  a  victim  to  this  horrid  process. 
Aootber  practice,  still  more  shocking,  prevails,  of  burying  a 
child  with  its  mother  if  she  happens  to  die,§  This  practice  ia 
justified  by  them,  upon  the  ground  of  tho  difficulty,  and  even 
inpOBsibihty  of  nursing  and  rearing  a  child  under  these  cir- 
camstancea. 

*  NoiM  aa  the  MetJicnl  Topagraph;  of  Ihe  loteriM  of  Ceylon,  bj  Hanigr 
Mantikll,  *urg«DD  lo  (he  forces,  pp.  22,  SS,  37 ;  London,  1821. 

■Ibid.,  p.  SS, 
MwrUivo  of  h  Jounttj  through  the  Upper  Prnvlacea  of  Indik,  with 
a  npou  Ccjlon,  do.  etc.,  bj  the  late  Bight  Ro*.  Beginald  Heber,  vol.  if. 
BT;  American  edition. 
I  Account  of  the  Euglieh  Colon;  of  New  South  Wales,  bjr  Llent-CoL 
CoUiiMi,  of  the  Bojal  Marines,  pp.  12J,  126 ;  Edinburgli  Review,  voL  ii.  p.  81. 
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AmoDg  the  New  Zealanden,  infantieide  is  aaserted  to  be 
common.  When  a  girl  is  bom,  it  is  said  the  mother  not 
nnfrequentlj  destroys  it,  "by  pressing  her  finger  upon  dw 
soft  part  between  the  joinings  of  the  sknll/'"*^ 

Among  the  ffottentotSy  infanticide  appears  to  be  a  oooBOi 
crime.  According  to  Thunberg,  "  children  are  exposed  tal 
left  to  their  fate  on  yarious  occasions ;  as,  for  instance,  ipfan 
a  woman  dies  either  during  her  lying-in,  or  immediately  ate 
it,  the  child  in  such  cases  is  burned  along  with  the  motkery  u 
no  one  can  bring  it  up  among  people  who  have  no  notion  rf 
nurses.  If  a  woman  brings  forth  twins,  and  thinks  henelf 
not  able  to  rear  them  both,  one  of  them  is  exposed.  If  tbgj 
are  both  boys,  the  strongest  and  most  healthy  is  kept;  if oae 
of  them  is  a  girl,  it  is  her  lot  to  be  exposed,  as  is  likewise  tke 
fate  of  any  one  that  comes  a  cripple  into  the  world,  "f 

Barrow  says  that  the  Bojesmans  destroy  their  ofispriog  a 
various  occasions ;  as,  "  when  they  are  in  want  of  food,  wki 
the  father  of  a  child  has  forsaken  its  mother,  or  when  obl^ 
to  fly  from  the  boors  and  others,  in  which  case  they  will 
strangle  them,  smother  them,  cast  them  away  in  the  deserti 
or  bury  them  alive. "J 

In  MadagaseaVy  according  to  a  recent  account,  in&nti- 
cide  presents  itself  in  all  its  native  barbarity.  Here,  ai 
in  some  other  savage  nations,  when  a  child  is  bom,  tke 
astrologers  are  consulted  as  to  its  future  fortune,  and  if 
unfavorable,  it  is  doomed  to  die.  The  modes  of  destnictio& 
are  various.  Sometimes  it  is  exposed  in  a  narrow  passage^ 
through  which  a  herd  of  cattle  is  furiously  driven,  and  the 
child  thus  trodden  to  death.  Sometimes  it  is  suspended 
by  the  heels,  while  its  face  is  held  downward  in  a  pan  of 
water  until  suffocation  takes  place,  while  at  other  times  it 


*  The  Library  of  Entertaining  Knowledge,  New  Zealanden,  p.  887; 
Cruise's  Journal,  p.  290. 

f  Travels  in  Europe,  Africa,  and  Asia,  made  between  the  yean  1770 
and  1779,  by  Charles  Peter  Thunberg,  M.D. ;  third  edition,  London,  toL  iL 
p.  196. 

X  An  Account  of  a  Journey  in  Africa,  made  in  the  years  1801  and  1802, 
to  the  residence  of  the  Booshuana  Nation,  etc.,  by  John  BarroWy  £aq.,  Jf- 
878,  891. 


is  buried  alive.  And  all  this  systematic  murder  is  perpetrated 
by  the  father,  or  the  nearest  relatiye,  under  the  express  author- 
ity of  the  queen,* 

Among  the  Arabians,  before  the  time  of  Mohammed,  the 
mhuman  practice  of  burying  their  daughters  alive  was  gene- 
ral, and  the  reasons  assigned  for  it  were  entirely  of  a  pra- 
dcntial  cbaract-er.  "  Lest  they  should  be  reduced  to  poverty 
by  providing  for  tbom,  or  else  to  avoid  the  displeasure  and 
disgrace  which  would  follow  if  they  should  happen  to  be 
made  captives,  or  to  become  scandalous  by  tbeir  behavior,  the 
birth  of  a  daughter  being,  for  these  reasons,  reckoned  a  great 
misfortune,  and  the  death  of  one  a  great  happiness. "f  The 
mode  of  perpetrating  the  deed  was  the  following:  When  a 
woman  was  about  to  be  delivered,  she  was  brought  to  the  side 
of  a  pit  dug  for  that  purpose.  If  the  child  happened  to  be  a 
daughter,  it  was  thrown  into  the  pit,  but  if  a  son,  it  was  saved. 
To  the  honor  of  Mohammed,  this  horrid  practice  was  inter- 
dicted by  him,  and  in  the  Koran  it  ta  several  times  alluded  to 
and  reprobated.  The  oath  required  of  those  who  joined  bia 
party,  commonly  called  the  "woman's  oath,"  is  to  this  effect: 
"  That  they  should  renounce  all  idolatry ;  that  they  should  not 
Steal,  nor  commit  fornication,  nor  kill  their  children,  nor  forge 
calumnies ;  and  that  they  should  obey  the  prophet  in  all  things 
tbat  were  reasonable. "J 

Although  thus  discountenanced  bj  the  Koran,  the  Moham' 
medang  of  the  present  day  do  not  seem  to  attach  any  great 
criminality  to  infanticide;  on  the  contrary,  the  very  sources 
of  honor  and  authority  among  them  are  polluted  by  it.  Even 
the  palace  of  the  Sultan  is  constantly  stained  by  the  blood  of 
iafants.  Thornton  states  that  the  offspring  of  the  younger 
princes  of  the  royal  family,  who  are  kept  in  honorable  confine- 
ment in  the  palace,  are  destroyed  as  soon  as  they  are  borD.§ 
Aod  Blacquiere  accounts  for  the  sn^allness  of  the  number  of 

■  Mkdagucar,  Put  aad  ProBeDl,  b;  a  TCBident;  London  Lilorar;  Osstette; 
Aswricau  .loumKl  of  Medical  .^cienccB,  val.  zW.  p.  201 ;  ISIT. 
t  Tlio  Koran,  etc,  by  George  S»le,  Prelimiuary  Disooune,  toL  L  p.  187; 
riean  edition. 
i]*'(  Koran,  toL  i.  p.  6G. 

it  state  of  Turkey,  etc.,  by  T.  Thornton,  Eot).,  toI.  L  p.  120. 
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children  belonging  to  the  Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  from  the  ftet  of 
his  encouraging  his  wives  to  evade  their  accouchments.^  A 
recent  traveler  says  that  the  Turkish  women,  after  getting 
two  or  three  children,  or  as  many  as  suits  their  fancy  to  btn^ 
are  addicted  to  procuring  miscarriages,  at  which  they  or  iim 
midwives  are  exceedingly  expert,  not  producing  constita&nl 
injury.f 

Dr.  Bryce,  in  speaking  of  the  present  state  of  medieiiieit 
Constantinople,  says:  ^^ Midwifery  is  almost  exclusively  pno- 
ticed  by  Jewish  and  Turkish  women ;  and  it  is  worthy  <rf  re- 
mark, that  the  obstetric  art  forms  a  very  small  portion  of  tiior 
adroitness  or  employment.  All  pretend  to  possess,  and  sone 
have  become  famous  and  wealthy  by  their  pretensions  to  cap- 
tain means,  not  only  to  obviate  sterility,  but  also  to  prodiee 
abortion  by  administration  of  drugs — a  practice  avomdlf 
tolerated,  and  frequently  resorted  to  by  Turkish  females,  boA 
from  their  dislike  to  frequent  pregnancy,  and  from  conuDttl 
of  their  lords,  when  the  harem  threatens  to  become  too  nmi^ 
reus.  "J 

In  modem  Egypt^  nothing  is  more  common  than  the  pnh 
curing  of  abortion.  A  class  of  females,  well  known  for  tlidr 
skill,  are  employed  to  aid  those  who  consult  them  in  cascB  of 
this  kind.  This  practice,  which  is  very  ancient,  surprises  no- 
body, and  a  woman  aborts  with  astonishing  indifference,  hi 
the  towns  and  villages  there  are  individuals  who  are  spedil^ 
employed  in  this  barbarous  business.  At  Cairo  there  m 
Arabian  physicians,  who,  for  a  great  length  of  time,  hafO 
followed  this  infamous  trade.  Infanticide  is  rarely  made  ft 
subject  of  criminal  investigation.  When  a  married  woman 
destroys  her  new-bom  infant,  in  order  to  bring  her  to  punidi- 
ment,  two  eye-witnesses  are  necessary.  If  she  is  conricted, 
she  has  to  pay  a  large  sum  of  money  as  a  fine,  to  her  husbtDd, 
or  if  she  is  unable  to  do  this,  he  has  it  in  his  power  to  iQq)ri80ik 


*  Letters  from  the  Mediterranean,  bj  £.  Blaoquiere,  Esq.,  toL  L  p.  90. 

f  BeoordB  of  Travels  in  Turkey,  Greece,  etc.,  in  the  years  1829,  ISN^  iftd 
1881,  by  Adolphus  Slado,  Esq.,  toI.  IL  p.  162 ;  American  edition. 

X  Sketch  of  the  State  and  Practice  of  Medicine  at  Constaatiiioplfl^  \ij  C 
Biyoe,  M.D.  (Edin.  Med.  and  Surg.  Jonmal|  toL  xxzt.  pp.  8,  9.) 
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ber.  If  there  are  nothing  bat  saspicions,  and  Bhe  porsists  in 
denying  the  crime,  she  is  only  obliged  to  take  a  certain  oath 
to  free  herself.  When  a  girl,  who  may  have  become  pre^ 
oaut,  destrojB  her  child,  to  exculpate  herself  from  the  crime, 
she  baa  only  to  liberate  a  male  or  a  female  slave.* 

Among  the  modem  Persians,  although  infanticide  does  not 
appear  to  be  a  national  crime,  yet  the  king,  as  among  the  an- 
cient Persians,  has  absolute  power  over  the  lives  of  his  sub- 
jects, and  he  not  unfrequently  exereisea  it  in  the  destruction 
of  all  the  children  of  his  harem,  when  it  suits  his  inclina- 
tion.! 

Even  in  Iceland  WO  find  traces  of  this  inhuman  crime.  The 
custom  appears  to  have  been  derived  from  their  Norwegian 
ancestors,  among  whom  it  continued  to  prevail  for  nearly  ona 
hondred  years  after  it  had  been  abolished  in  Iceland.  It  bo- 
came  extinct  shortly  after  the  introduction  of  Christianity 
into  the  island,  at  the  end  of  the  tenth  century.^ 

If  we  turn  our  attention  from  the  OLD  WORLD,  and  direct  it 
to  the  NEW,  we  shall  find  this  crime  presenting  itself  under 
forma  no  less  horrible  and  disgusting. 

Among  the  natives  about  Iludsi^n't  Bay,  it  is  common  for 
the  women  to  procure  abortion  by  the  use  of  a  certain  herb 
which  grows  there.  § 

Among  the  Greenlandera,  infanticide  is  not  known,  except 
u  an  occasional  crime.     In  general,  their  attachment  to  their 

*  S«e  k  Letter  on  ihe  State  of  Legal  Mediaine  in  Egypt,  b;  Runont, 
I^rcclcur  of  the  Veterinary  Schoal  of  Medicine  of  Abon-Zabel.  in  the  An- 
»  A'Ujpiae  Publique  et  do  M^ileoiae  L^gnl^  rol.  x.  pp.  202-S. 

t  BiMorie&l  and  Doscriptire  Account  of  Persia,  bj  James  B.  Fraisr,  Esq., 
SBO;  N««  Tork  edition. 
Hdllwid'a  Prelimiaary  Dissertation  on  the  History  and  Lileratare  of 

ISknrl,  In  Sir.  G.  Maokeoiic's  TrsveU  in  tlie  Island  of  Icoland,  during  tht 
sanuMr  of  ihe  ;ear  1810 ;  Edinburgh,  seeond  editioD,  p.  39. 

Tho  practice  of  exposing  children,  thoagli  eierciBod,  iraa  by  no  neani 
eoatlnon  anoDg  llie  northern  nations.  U  was  chiefly  done  by  the  poorest  of 
lbs  people.  ■  rich  man  incurring  mucli  obloquy  by  so  doiug.  It  ncTsr  bap- 
pmed  if  the  father  had  taken  the  child  in  his  nrmg,  or  aprinkted  it  Willi 
water.  (Muller  Island.,  Hist.,  p.  140;  An  Ilislaricsl  and  DeecripUve  Ao- 
Mvnt  of  leeland,  OreenUnd.  and  (be  Faroe  IstandB,  p.  IIS.} 

j  ElUa'  Tojage  to  Hudson's  Bay,  p.  19S. 
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offspring  is  great*  When,  howeyer,  an  infant  is  bo  nnfbrto- 
nate  as  to  lose  its  mother,  and  no  one  can  be  found  to  nnm 
it,  it  is  soon  buried  alive  by  the  father.* 

In  Labrador,  the  Moravian  missionaries  who  first  lancM 
there  found  it  a  prevailing  custom  to  put  to  death  thar 
widows  and  orphans,  not  to  gratify  a  natural  ferocity  of  & 
position,  but  merely  on  account  of  a  supposed  inability  to  pro- 
vide the  means  of  support  for  the  helpless  orphan  or  the  deso- 
late widow  of  another.  By  the  exertions  of  the  missioniriei 
the  practice  was  arrested.t 

Nor  were  the  savages  of  these  inclement  regions  the  onlj 
people  who  were  guilty  of  this  horrid  crime.  The  gloomj 
superstition  of  the  Mexicans  delighted  in  human  sacrificei) 
and  the  altars  of  their  divinities  were  continually  drenchel 
with  the  blood  of  infants  and  of  men.|  The  number  of  theie 
sacrifices  has  doubtless  been  exaggerated,  but  the  fact  is  ib- 
questionable,  that  thousands  of  victims  poured  forth  their 
blood  to  appease  or  conciliate  their  imaginary  deities. 

The  mothers  in  California  are  described  as  voluntarily  d^ 
stroying  their  offspring.  Venegas  states  that  the  commoB 
cause  of  it  was  a  scarcity  of  food,  and  that  the  practice  was 
put  a  stop  to  by  the  Father  Salva-Tierra,  who  ordered  s 
double  allowance  to  be  given  to  women  newly  deliyered.§ 

Charlevoix  describes  a  race  of  savages  in  North  America, 
who  make  a  practice  of  destroying  all  infants  who  are  so  mi- 
fortunate  as  to  lose  their  mothers  before  they  are  weaned, 
upon  the  plea  that  no  other  female  can  nurse  them  pro- 
perly. || 


*  The  History  of  Greenland;  including  an  account  of  the  missioii  etirifd 
on  by  the  United  Brethren  in  that  country.  (From  the  Qerman  of  DtTid 
Crantz,  yol.  i.  pp.  149,  218;  London,  1820. 

f  Barrow's  Account  of  a  Journey  in  Africa,  in  1801  and  1802 ;  Ediiibu|^ 
Review,  vol.  viii.  p.  488. 

%  Robertson's  History  of  America,  vol.  iii  p.  825. 

i  A  Natural  and  Civil  History  of  CaUfomia,  eto.  eto.  Translated  ttm 
the  original  Spanish  of  Miguel  Venegas,  a  Mexican  Jesuit,  published  it 
Madrid,  1768 ;  vol.  i.  p.  82 ;  London,  1769. 

II  Journal  d'un  Voyage  II  TAmerique  Septentrionale,  par  le  P.  Dt 
levoix.    A  Paris,  1744 ;  toL  iii.  p.  868. 
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The  Peruviana,  whom  Dr.  Robertson  eulogizes  for  the 
mildness  of  their  manners  and  the  benevolent  spirit  of  their 
religion,*  were  nevertheless  in  the  hahit  of  eacrificing  chil- 
dren. Acoata  tells  us  that  in  such  cases  us  the  sickuess  of 
the  Incs,  or  doubtful  success  in  war  and  other  affaire,  ten 
children  wore  sacrificed;  and  upon  the  coronation  of  the  Inca, 
two  hundred  were  offered  up.  When  a  Peruvian  father  waa 
taken  sick,  he  sacrificed  his  son  to  Viriachocha,  (ihc  sun,) 
beseeching  him  to  accept  the  life  of  his  child,  and  to  save  his 
own.  The  same  writer,  when  comparing  the  Peruvians  and 
Mexicans,  describes  the  former  as  exceeding  the  latter  in  the 
sacrificing  of  children,  while  the  latter  were  chieHy  addicted 
to  the  sacrifice  of  men  taken  in  battle,  of  whom  they  murdered 
ao  immense  number.  Robertson  endeavors  to  rescue  them 
from  this  charge  by  Invalidating  the  testimony  of  Acosta.  Ha 
cannot,  however,  help  confessing  that  the  practice  did  prevail 
among*' their  uncivilized  ancestors;"  but  he  adds,  "that  it 
was  totally  abolished  by  the  Incas,  and  that  no  human  victim 
was  ever  offered  in  any  temple  of  the  sun."  He  admits,  more- 
over, that  ''in  one  of  their  festivals,  the  Peruviana  offered 
calces  of  bread  moistened  with  blood  drawn  from  the  arms, 
Uie  eyebrows,  and  noses  of  their  children.  This  rite  may  have 
been  derived,"  he  says,  "from  the  ancient  practice  in  their 
nnoivilized  state,  of  sacrificing  human  victim8."t 

Besides  those  that  have  been  enumerated,  travelers  record 
tbe  Dames  of  other  tribes  and  nations  inhabiting  this  vast 
continent,  who  murder  their  children  with  impunity  and  with- 
oat  remorse.  They  tell  us  of  the  Abiponiant,  a  migratory 
race,  inhabiting  the  province  of  Chaco,  in  Paraguay,  among 
whom  mothers  have  been  known  to  destroy  all  their  children 
u  soon  as  they  were  boni;|  and  of  the  Araucaniana,  &  pow- 
erful nation  of  Chili,  who  permit  fathers  and  husbands  to  lull 
their  children  and  wives.§ 

•  Iliiiorj'  of  America,  toI.  iii.  p.  335. 

f  Ibid.,  p.  429.   It  U  due  to  Ilie  Meiicnnit  anil  rsraTigng  to  slnle  ihkl  the/ 

Fpot  kp{>»rch*rg<BblGiriiIi  ihe  crime  of  ripoHing  and  waalou1;deetro;riiig 
»-born  offspring.  Like  the  Plucnioisna,  iliey  offered  ibeir  children 
ioe  to  tlieir  deities,  under  miatnkon  notions  of  religious  dut;. 

J  Kdtbtiargh  Bnefclopeilia,  art.  Abiponiani.  j  Ibid.,  art.  Amerka. 
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To  the  honor  of  onr  North  American  Indians^  it  deservei 
to  be  mentioned,  that  thej  are  not  known  to  be  guilty  of  tUi 
horrid  crime.  M.  Bossu,  who  traveled  in  this  conntrj  aboit 
the  middle  of  the  last  century,  gives  many  interesting  notieei 
in  relation  to  the  treatment  of  children,  by  the  Indians  inltt- 
biting  the  southern  and  western  parts  of  the  United  Stttei 
Not  only  did  they  not  destroy  their  new-bom  children,  \/A 
in  rearing  them  they  display  a  degree  of  tenderness  vA 
care  not  always  found  among  more  civilized  nations.  Thi 
care  of  the  father  began  even  during  the  pregnancy  of  thi 
mother,  and  certain  articles  of  food  which  might  be  snppoied 
to  injure  the  child  were  carefully  abstained  from  by  the  women, 
who  always  nursed  their  own  children,  never  trusting  anotlier 
person  with  this  sacred  office.  He  quaintly  adds,  ^^nogbb 
there  destroy  their  own  offspring,  in  order  to  appear  dttste 
in  the  eyes  of  men.  The  Indian  women  abhor  the  Chrii- 
tian  girls  who  fall  into  that  case;  they  oppose  the  fierceit 
wild  beasts  to  them  because  they  take  great  care  of  their 
young.*** 

Mr.  Schoolcraft,  in  speaking  of  the  Chippeway  Jndiam, 
states  that  it  has  been  said,  that  ill-formed  children  are  de- 
stroyed by  their  mothers  in  their  infancy.  He  adds  that 
"nothing  has,  however,  been  observed  to  confirm  this  opinion. 
It  is  probable  individual  cases  of  such  barbarity  (and  those  of 
extreme  deformity)  have  occurred,  but  there  does  not  appear 
to  prevail  any  general  custom  in  regard  to  it.  On  the  con- 
trary, several  naturally  deformed  savages  which  we  have  seen, 
appear  to  disprove  the  prevalence  of  such  a  custom."f  To 
the  same  effect  are  the  testimonies  of  Captain  Franklin  and 
Dr.  Richardson,  both  of  whom  represent  infanticide  as  an  ex- 
ceedingly rare  occurrence,  and  when  an  occasional  instance  of 
it  takes  place,  is  looked  upon  by  them  as  a  crime  of  the  great- 
est magnitude.     Dr.  Richardson,  in  his  interesting  account  of 


*  Trayels  through  thai  pairt  of  North  America,  formerly  caUed  LooisiaDat 
by  M.  Bossu,  Captain  in  the  French  Marines.  Translated  from  the  French, 
by  J.  Relnhold  Foster,  F.A.S.,  toL  i.  p.  295,  et  passim;  London,  1771. 

f  Narratiye  Journal  of  TraTels  through  the  Northwestern  Regicma  of  ik% 
United  States,  etc.,  in  the  year  1820,  by  Henry  B.  Schoolcraft;  Albany,  1821. 


the  Cree  lodians,  in  giving  their  belief  in  relation  to  a  future 
Btate,  says  that  it  is  a  crime  which  they  believe  to  be  punished 
hereafter.  "Women  who  have  teen  guilty  of  infanticide, 
never  reach  the  mountain  (the  Indian  heaven)  at  all,  bat  are 
compelled  to  hover  round  the  seats  of  their  crimes,  with 
branches  of  trees  tied  around  their  legs."* 

Although  the  crime  of  child-murder  is  not  known  among 
our  Indians,  yet  it  must  be  admitted  tliat  the  practice  of  pro- 
curing abortion  is  not  uncommon,  at  least  among  some  of  the 
tribes.     Mr.  Kuttall,  in  speating  of  the  Ckerokeea,  among 
whom  he  traveled,  says  that  "from  some  cause  or  other  it 
appears  that  the  women  of  the  Cherokces  frequently  made 
use  of  means  to  promote  abortion,  which  at  length  became  so 
alarming  as  to  occasion  a  resort  to  punishment  by  whipping.''^ 
Major  Long,  in  his  account  of  th*!  Omayhaw  Indians,  says 
that  "abortion  is  effected,  agreeably  to  the  assertions  of  the 
eqaaws,  by  blows  with  the  clenched  hand  applied  upon  the  ab- 
domen, or  by  repeated  and  violent  pressure  upon  that  part,  or 
bj  rolling  on  the  stump  of  a  tree  or  other  hard  body.     The 
^Jgregnant  squaw  is  induced  thus  to  procure  abortion  in  conse- 
^Hpence  of  the  jealousy  of  her  husband,  or  in  order  to  conceal 
^|pr  illicit  amours,  to  which  all  the  married  squaws,  with  but 
^Vbir  exceptions,  are  addicted.  "J     More  recently,  Capt.  Wilkes 
tella  us  that  among  the  Carrier  Zndiani,  in  the  interior  of 
Oregon,   "abortion  is  constantly  practiced   both  before  and 
»ft«r  marriage,  "§ 

But  it  is  unnecessary  to  extend  this  sketch  any  further. 
Enough  has  been  recorded  to  give  a  view  of  the  wide-spread 
desolations  of  this  unnatural  crime;  certainly  too  much  for 
the  honor  of  human  nature. 


•  Journey  to  Ihe  Shores  of  Ihc  Polar  Sea.,  ia  181i)-20-21-22;  wiih  i  brief 
AcMuut  of  the  fiecond  Journey,  in  I825-2G-27,  by  John  FrmikUn,  R.  N.. 
>«1.  i.  p.  161;  London,  1820. 

f  A  Journal  of  TrBvels  into  the  Arkansa*  Terrilorj  during  Ihe  yew  1819, 
(M,.  by  Tboin"  Nuliftll,  P.L.S.,  p.  133 ;  PtiUdelphia,  1821. 

I  Aocounl  of  an  Expedition  from  Pittsburg  to  iho  Rooky  Mountnins,  per- 
fmovd  in   '^^  years  ISIO,  etc.,  by  order  of  John  C.  Cathoan,  Siorotary  of 
T«r  nnder  the  command  of  M^or  SlepheiL  H.  Long,  toI.  i.  p.  288;  1828. 
•  v^ffvtire  of  the  United  States  Eiploriog  Expedition,  by  Clinrlos  Wilkea, 


460  nrFANTioiDX. 


PART    II. 

By  INFANTICIDE,  111  its  most  extcnsive  signification,  is  un- 
derstood the  criminal  destruction  of  the  foetus  in  utero,  or  of 
the  new-born  child.  It  embraces,  therefore,  two  subjects, 
somewhat  distinct,  and  which  require  separate  discussion. 

I.  Of  the  murder  of  the  foetus  in  uteroj  with  an  account  of 
its  various  proofs  and  modes  of  perpetration. 

This  is  usually  called  criminal  abortion.  Recently  the 
more  appropriate  and  classical  term  of  foeticide  has  been  ap- 
plied to  it.  In  the  following  essay,  these  terms  will  be  used 
indiscriminately. 

In  every  instance  in  which  a  reputed  case  of  foeticide  be- 
comes the  subject  of  legal  investigation,  the  great  points  which 
present  themselves  are, — 

1.  Has  the  foetus  in  utero  been  actually  destroyed? 

2.  Has  this  been  brought  about  by  criminal  means,  or  by 
accidental  and  natural  causes  f 

On  these  questions  the  opinion  and  testimony  of  the  pro- 
fessional witness  will  be  required;  and  these,  therefore,  are 
the  subjects  which  it  becomes  necessary  specially  to  examine. 
Before  proceeding,  however,  to  the  discussion  of  these  points, 
it  is  necessary  to  settle  the  preliminary  question,  at  what 
period  of  gestation  is  the  foetus  endowed  with  life. 

In  reviewing  the  various  opinions  which  have  been  advanced 
on  this  subject  at  different  periods,  it  will  abundantly  appear, 
that  too  often  fancy  has  usurped  the  prerogative  of  reason, 
and  idle  speculation  been  substituted  in  the  place  of  rational 
investigation.  The  consequence  has  been,  that  doctrines  have 
been  promulgatcvl,  not  only  the  most  erroneous  and  absurd  in 
their  nature*  but  the  most  dangerous  in  their  tendencies  to  the 
bi>st  interest*  of  society. 

The  ancients  were  most  extravagant  in  their  notions  on  this 
ubj^ct.     They  believed  that  the  sentient  and  vital  principk 
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e  not  infused  into  tbe  foetus  until  some  time  after  concept 
1  had  taken  place.  It  is  not  surprising  that  the  exact 
time  at  which  this  is  effected,  could  never  be  satisfactorily 
settled  by  them.  According  to  ffippocratea,  the  male  fajtua 
became  animated  at  thirty  days  after  conception,  while  the 
female  required  forty-two.*  In  another  part  of  his  works,  he 
asserts  that  this  does  not  occur  until  the  perfect  organization 
of  the  foetus. 

The  Stoicg  believed  that  the  soul  was  not  united  to  the  body 
before  the  act  of  respiration,  and  consequently  that  the  foctua 
!  inanimate  during  the  whole  period  of  utero-gestation.f 
I  doctrine  prevailed  until  the  reigns  of  Antoninus  and 
n-erus,  when  it  gave  way  to  the  more  popular  sentiments  of 
e  sect  of  the  Academyy  who  maintained  that  the  fcctua  be- 
came animated  at  a  certain  period  of  gestation.  The  Canon 
Law  of  the  Church  of  Rome  distinguiahea  between  the  ani- 
mate and  inanimate  foetus,  and  punishes  the  destruction  of  the 
former  with  the  same  severity  as  homicide. J 

Galen  considered  the  animation  of  the  foetus  to  take  place 
OQ  the  fortieth  day  after  conception,  at  the  same  time  that  he 
Euppoaed  the  foetua  to  become  organized. §     Others  believed 
shorter  periods  sufficient,   and  accordingly,  three  days  and 
^BireD  days  respectively,  bad  their  advocates. |{     Another  con- 
^Hpkded  that  eighty  days  were  requisite  for  the  animation  of 
^^Bb  female,  while  only  forty  were  necessary  for  the  male.^ 
Others,  again,  made  a  distinction  between  the  imperfect  em- 
bryo and  the  perfectly  formed  foitos,  and  considered  abortion 
of  the  latter  only  as  a  crime  deserving  the  same  punishment 
as  homicide ;  a  distinction,  of  which  it  is  justly  remarked  by 
a  celebrated  writer  on  medical  jnriHprudenco,  "ennemie  de  1ft 
morale  et  de  I'humanit^,  digne  de  Tigaorance  et  des  pr^jug£a 
de6«8  auteura."** 


•  Lib.  lU  N.t.  PuM.,  Num.  lO. 
U  PluUreh'a  HoraU,  vol.  iii.  p.  230;  Loodon, 
E  Zaoobin  QuKit.  Med,  Leg.,  lib.  ii.  tit.  1,  2,  5,  p.  744. 
^  OinM  OalcDt,  de  Uiu  Fart.,  lib.  it.,  cap.  t.  ;  Lugdnni,  164S. 

i«,  lib.  1.,  lit.  2,  Q.  10,  p.  82.  "f  Ihid. 

.  It.  p.  484. 
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Amid  these  discordant  sentimentSy  Zaccliias  offen  hinudf 
as  a  mediator,  and  proposes  sixty  days  as  the  limit;  andr»> 
commends  that  any  one  who  shonld  cause  an  abortion  after 
that  period,  whether  of  male  or  female,  should  be  punished 
for  homicide.* 

All  the  foregoing  opinions,  wholly  unsupported  either  bj 
argument  or  experiment,  might  be  dismissed  without  a  coia- 
ment,  were  it  not  our  duty  to  point  out  the  evils  to  which 
they  haye  giyen  rise.  Their  direct  tendency  has  been  to 
countenance  rather  than  to  discourage  the  destruction  of  the 
foetus,  in  the  earlier  stages  of  pregnancy.  On  a  subject 
of  this  nature,  it  was  to  be  supposed  that  legal  decisuiDi 
would  be  influenced  in  a  great  measure  by  the  opinions  of 
philosophers  and  physiologists;  and  accordingly,  while  tin 
delusion  of  the  Stoics  continued  its  sway,  the  law  saw  no- 
thing very  criminal  in  willful  abortion,t  as  the  foetus  was 
considered  merely  portio  yiscerum  matris.|  And  afterwardi^ 
when  the  doctrines  of  the  Academy  were  prevalent,  punish- 
ments very  different,  in  the  degree  of  their  severity,  were  in- 
flicted, according  as  the  abortion  was  supposed  to  be  that  of 
an  animate  or  inanimate  foetus.  § 

In  times  more  modem,  an  error  no  less  absurd,  and  attended 
with  consequences  equally  injurious,  has  received  the  sanction 
not  merely  of  popular  belief,  but  even  of  the  laws  of  many 
civilized  countries.  The  error  consists  in  denying  to  the 
foetus  any  vitality  xmtil  after  the  time  of  quickening.  The 
codes  of  almost  every  civilized  nation  have  this  principle  in- 
corporated into  them;  and  accordingly,  the  punishment  whidk 
they  denounce  against  abortion  procured  after  quickening,  is 
much  severer  than  before.  The  English  law  ^^  considers  life 
not  to  commence  before  the  infant  is  able  to  stir  in  its 
mother's  womb;"||  and  by  a  recent  law  the  procuring  of  abor- 
tion, after  quickening^  is  punished  with  death,  while  the  same 
crime,  anterior  to  quickeningj  is  only  viewed  as  felony.  In 
Saxony,  in  consequence  of  the  disputes  of  medical  men  on 


«  ZaoohisB,  Ub.  i.,  Ut.  2,  Q.  10,  p.  88.  f  Foder^  toL  It.  p.  882. 

X  Plataroh's  Morals,  toI.  ilL  p.  280.  {  Foder^,  toL  iv.  p.  882. 

I  BUokftone,  toL  I  p.  129. 
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this  sabject,  it  wa9  formally  decided,  that  the  footiis  might  ba 

esteemed  alive  after  the  half  of  pregnancy  had  gone  by.* 

H^-  The  absurdity  of  the  principle  upon  which  theae  distinctions 

^Hn  founded  is  of  easy  demonstration.     The  fcetua,  previous 

^Hfe   the  time  of    quickening,   must    be   either  dead   or  living. 

^Bbv,  thftt  it  is  not  the  former  is  most  evident  from  neither 

^■■trefaction  nor  decomposition  taking  place,  which  would  be 

^^be  consequences  of  an  extinction  of  the  vital  principle. f    Tq 

say  that  the  connection  with  the   mother  prevents  this,  is 

wholly  untenable;  facts  are  opposed  to  it.     Foetuses  do  acta- 

ally  die  in  the  uterus  before  quickening,  and  then  all  the  signs 

of  death  are  present.     The  embryo,  therefore,  before  that 

crisis,  muHt  be  in  a  state  different  from  that  of  death,  and 

thia  can  be  no  other  than  life. 

But  if  the  fcetus  enjoys  life  at  so  early  a  period,  it  may  be 
asked,  why  no  indications  of  it  arc  given  before  the  time  at 
which  qaickening  generally  takes  place?     To  this  it  may  be 
answered,  that  the  absence  of  any  conscionsness  on  the  part 
of  the  mother,  relative  to  the  motions  of  the  child,  is  no  proof 
whatever  that  such  motions  do  not  exist.     It  is  a  well-known 
fact,  that  in  the  earlier  part  of  pregnancy  the  quantity  of 
the  liquor  amnii  is  much  greater,  in  proportion  to  the  size  of 
^p(ba  foetus,  than  at  subsequent  periods.     Is  it  not,  therefore^ 
^■piotial  to  suppose  that  the  embryo  may  at  first  float  in  the 
^BlKtora  without  the  mother  being  conscious  of  its  movements, 
^^at  that  afterwards,  when  it  has  increased  in  bulk,  and  the 
waters  are  diminished  in  proportion,  it  should  make  distinct 
and  perceptible  impressions  upon  the  uterus?      Besides,  it 
should  not  be  forgotten  that  fcctal  life  at  first  must  of  neces- 
sity be  extremely  feeble,  and  therefore  it  ought  not  to  be  con- 
sidered strange  that  muscular  action  should  also  be  propor- 
lioDnbty  weak. 

*  Specimen  Jurldicutn  Inauguralo,  duotore  Van  ViacUel.  p.  46 ;  Lugdonl 

fcUvorutn,  17G0. 

^^|^S«nie  rtry  ourlouB  and  intcreiliog  cases  are  recurdcd  in  which  (be  dead 

^^Hlai  bai  been  relnineJ  far  a  certain  period  in  llie  Titoms  wilbout  uoder- 

^^Bm(  ■otual  deeompngition.     See  n  ca^e  hj  J.  0.  Forier,  M.D.,  in  Ameriean 

^^nimtal  of  Mrd.  Bciencea,  toI.  zrii.  p.  847,  aod  aoother  bj  the  editor  of  the 

tame  work.  I>r.  IlnjrB,  rol.  ii.  p.  635.     These,  however,  are  eiceptiona  to  ■ 

ftocraJ  rule,  and  do  not  inralidale  Ibe  rcsaoDing  in  tbe  teit. 
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Bat  granting,  for  the  sake  of  argumenty  that  ihe  f<»tos  dov 
not  stir  previously  to  quickening,  what  does  the  whole  objee- 
tion  amount  to?  Why,  only  that  one  evidence  of  vitafitj, 
vis.,  motion,  is  wanting;  and  we  need  not  be  told  that  Ab 
sign  is  not  essential  to  the  existence  of  life. 

Indeed,  no  other  doctrine  appears  to  be  consonant  wtk 
reason  or  physiology,  but  that  which  admits  the  embiyo  ti 
possess  vitality  from  the  very  moment  of  conception. 

If  physiology  and  reason  justify  the  position  just  laid  dowa, 
we  must  consider  those  laws  which  exempt  from  punishowBt 
the  crime  of  producing  abortion  at  an  early  period  of  gesta- 
tion, as  immoral  and  unjust.  They  tempt  to  the  perpetraliai 
of  the  same  crime  at  one  time,  which  at  another  they  pimiik 
with  death.  In  the  language  of  the  admirable  Psrciyal,  ^to 
extinguish  the  first  spark  of  life  is  a  crime  of  the  same  nature, 
both  against  our  Maker  and  society,  as  to  destroy  an  in£yit^ 
a  child,  or  a  man ;  these  regular  and  successive  stages  of  ei)> 
istence  being  the  ordinances  of  God,  subject  alone  to  his  diviiM 
will,  and  appointed  by  sovereign  wisdom  and  goodness,  as  the 
exclusive  means  of  preserving  the  race,  and  multiplying  the 
enjoyments  of  mankind." 

Having  thus  endeavored  to  show  that  there  is  no  period  of 
gestation  at  which  the  foetus  is  not  to  be  considered  alive,  I 
come  now  to  take  up  the  consideration  of  the  questions  origi- 
nally proposed.* 

Quest.  1.  Mas  the  foetiM  in  utero  been  actuallt/  destrajfedt 

The  proofs  to  establish  this  are  to  be  drawn  from  two 
sources,  viz.,  from  an  examination  of  the  reputed  mother,  and 
an  examination  of  the  fodtus. 

Of  the  signs  of  abortion  to  be  deduced  from  an  examinatiwn 

of  the  female. 

In  the  early  months  of  pregnancy,  it  is  extremely  difficult 
to  ascertain  whether  an  abortion  has  taken  place  or  not.    The 

*  Jorg,  of  Vienna,  attempted  in  1837  to  reviye  the  miserable  doctrine  of 
the  Stoics,  asserting  that  the  human  foetus  was  only  a  higher  ipedet  of 
worm.  His  views  were  uniTersallj  and  justly  condemned.  (Brit,  and  For. 
Med.  Rev.,  toI.  tIL  p.  183.) 
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foetua  hns  Bcarcelj  bad  time  to  malce  those  firm  attachmenta 
which  aftcrwitrds  unite  it  to  the  womb ;  DOr  has  it  attitined  to 
a  size  sufficient  to  produce  those  general  changes  in  the  con* 
Stitution  of  the  mother,  nor  those  local  alterations  from  the 
distention  of  the  uterus  and  abdomen,  which  are  afterwurda 
occasioned.  Its  separation,  therefore,  if  unattended  by  vio- 
lence, may  leave  but  faint,  if  any  traces  of  ita  previous  exist- 
ence. The  hemorrhage  attending  it  is  also  of  small  conse-  . 
quence,  inasmuch  as  the  uterine  vessels  have  not  yet  attained 
»ny  great  siie,  and  therefore  very  speedily  contract.  The 
period  to  which  these  remarks  more  particularly  apply  is  the 
first  two  months  of  pregnancy,  during  which  it  is  conceded  that 
a  satisfnci  Dry  opinion  cannot  always  be  formed  from  an  ex- 
amination of  the  female.  After  this  period,  and  just  in  pro- 
portion to  the  approach  to  the  full  term,  wilt  the  signs  be  more 
decisive  and  satisfactory.  These  signs  have  been  detailed  in 
the  previous  pages,  under  the  beads  of  Pregnancy  and  De- 
livery. It  may  be  proper,  however,  hero  to  repeat  that  all  of 
them  have  been  objected  to  as  uncertain,  inasmuch  as  almost 
wery  one  of  them  may  be  produced  by  other  causes  than  de- 
livery. Thus,  for  example,  the  enlargement  and  relaxation 
of  the  external  parts  may  arise  from  simple  menstruation ;  the 
dilatattou  of  tho  vagina  and  os  uteri,  and  the  enlargement  of 
the  at«rus,  may  arise  from  disease ;  the  relaxation  and  marked 
state  of  the  abdomen,  from  dropsy ;  even  the  areola:  around 
the  nipples,  and  the  secretion  of  loilk,  may  depend  on  other 
CMiBes  than  pregnancy  and  delivery. 

Kow  it  must  he  admitted  that  all  these  objections  are,  to  s 
certain  extent,  well  founded,  and  they  go  to  show  that  no  one 
sign,  taken  by  itself,  ought  to  be  considered  sufficient  to  es- 
tablish the  fact.  In  all  cases,  a  number  of  the  siffns  should 
concur  before  any  satisfactory  conclusion  can  he  formed.  If 
this  general  caution  be  observed,  the  force  of  all  the  preceding 
biectiona  will  be  materially  weakened.  Thus,  for  instance, 
•ttation  raay  relax  the  vagina  and  external  parts  at  the 
e  time  that  it  causes  a  discharge  from  these  organs.  la 
I  cue,  however,  all  the  other  signs  will  be  absent.  The 
isr  odor  of  the  lochia  will  be  wanting ;  there  will  be  no 
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dilatation  of  the  os  uteri,  no  enlargement  of  the  ntenUi  no 
wrinkling  of  the  abdominal  parietes,  no  secretion  of  milk,  and 
no  areola  around  the  nipples.  Again,  dropny  may  cause  a 
great  relaxation  and  wrinkling  of  the  abdomen.  I  say  iMLy^ 
because,  generally  speaking,  unless  the  dropsical  fluid  be  sud- 
denly removed  by  tapping,  this  will  not  happen,  as  in  ordi* 
nary  cases  the  fluid  is  removed  so  gradually  that  the  abdomea 
has  time  to  contract,  and  accommodate  itself  to  the  change. 
Admitting,  however,  that  these  signs  of  pregnancy  may  be 
counterfeited  by  dropsy,  so  many  others  will  be  absent  as  to 
leave  no  doubt  in  the  case.  The  vagina  and  external  parts 
will  not  be  affected,  the  os  uteri  will  not  bo  dilated,  the  utemi 
will  not  be  enlarged,  the  breasts  will  have  undergone  no 
change,  and  there  will  be  no  lochial  discharge. 

With  regard  to  the  secretion  of  milk  from  other  causes  thia 
pregnancy,  this  is  a  fact  which  cannot  be  denied.  Bat  in 
cases  of  this  sort,  so  many  of  the  other  signs  of  delivery  will 
be  absent  as  to  obviate  any  difficulty  that  may  arise. 

As  to  the  objections  founded  on  the  existence  of  hydatids, 
it  must  be  confessed  that  much  more  difficulty  attends  a  cor- 
rect decision.  These,  however,  I  shall  consider  fully  under 
the  next  head. 

Of  the  signs  of  abortion  in  cases  in  which  the  delivery  i$  fal- 
lowed by  the  death  of  the  female. 

Cases  of  this  kind  sometimes  occur,  and  it  then  becomes  tlie 
duty  of  the  professional  man  to  prosecute  his  researches  sdl 
further,  by  an  anatomical  inspection  of  the  uterus  and  iti 
appendages. 

1.  The  uterus.  In  this  organ  various  appearances  will  be 
detected,  indicating  the  fact  of  its  having  contained  a  fcetiis. 

Its  size  will  be  different  from  that  of  the  unimpregnated 
uterus.  In  the  unimpregnated  state,  the  dimensions  of  dtt 
uterus  may  be  put  in  round  numbers  at  three  inches  for  id 
length,  two  for  its  breadth  at  the  fundus,  one  inch  at  the  cer- 
vixy  and  one  inch  for  its  thickness.     In  the  gravid  stale,  iti 
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Size  most  of  course  v&ry  according  to  tKe  size  of  the  fcetos 
aotl  the  quantity  of  liquor  amnii.*  A  genera!  average,  how- 
ever, of  its  gradual  changes  in  this  reepect  may  be  put  as 
follows:  During  the  first  month  the  uterus  undergoes  little 
or  no  change  iu  its  size.f  During  the  second  month  it  be- 
comes considerably  enlarged,  Abo^t  the  end  of  the  third 
month  it  will  measure  about  five  inches  in  length,  the  cer- 
vix one  inch.  In  the  fourth  month  it  will  measure  five 
inches  from  the  fundus  to  the  beginning  of  the  neck,  in 
the  fifth  month  six  inches  from  the  fundus  to  the  cervix,  in 
the  sixth  and  seventh  months  about  eight  inches,  and  in  the 
ninth  it  will  be  from  ten  to  twelve  inches  from  the  top  to  the 
bottom.! 

Now  in  a  case  where  a  woman  dies  from  hemorrhage,  at  the 
fall  time,  either  during  labor  or  immediately  after,  the  uterus 
will  be  found  like  a  large  flattened  pouch  measuring  from  ten 
to  twelve  inches.  Jn  this  case,  little  or  no  contraction  having 
taken  place,  the  dimensions  of  the  uterus  are  little  changed 
from  what  they  were  anterior  to  labor.  If,  however,  uterine 
contractions  should  have  taken  place,  the  dimensions  would 
be  considerably  less.  If  some  days  had  elapsed,  the  size 
would  of  course  be  still  more  diminished.  If  the  examina- 
tion be  made  about  two  days  after  delivery,  the  uterus  will 
be  about  seven  inches  long.  At  the  end  of  a  week  it  will 
be  about  five  or  six  mches,§  and  at  the  end  of  a  fortnight, 
^^^at  five  inches  long. 

HB|b  thape  will  be  different  from  what  it  is  in  the  unim* 
^H^ated  state.  In  the  unimpregnated  state,  the  uterus  is 
^St,  pyriform,  or  somewhat  triangular  in  its  shape.  On  the 
occorrence  of  pregnancy,  the  body  of  it  becomes  globular, 
vithout  any  material  change  having  taken  place  in  the  neck, 
about  the  fifth  month.     After  this  the  neck  grows  shorter 


466  IKTANTICIDS. 

and  broader,  until  in  the  two  last  months  it  is  almost  entirely 
obliterated,  and  forms  a  part  of  the  general  cayitj  of  the 
ntems.  The  shape  of  the  uterus  is  now  completely  ovoid. 
Now  if  death  takes  place  during,  or  immediately  after  labor, 
the  shape  of  the  uterus  will  be  ovoid,  or  if  contractions  have 
taken  place,  it  will  be  globular.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  several 
days  have  elapsed,  it  will  have  regained  somewhat  of  its  pyri* 
form  shape. 

Thickness  of  the  uterus.  On  this  point  contradictory  ac- 
counts are  given.  At  the  full  time,  however,  when  the  ntems 
is  still  distended  with  its  contents,  its  thickness  varies  very 
little  from  that  before  impregnation ;  in  some  cases  even  it 
appears  to  be  thinner  ;*  according  to  Hunter,  its  more  com- 
mon thickness  is  from  one  to  two-thirds  of  an  inch.f  Gene- 
rally speaking,  too,  the  uterus  is  thickest  where  the  placenta 
has  been  attached.  When,  however,  the  examination  is  not 
made  until  some  hours  or  days  after  delivery,  and  the  utenu 
has  had  time  to  contract,  it  will  be  found  thicker  than  natural 
In  that  state  it  will  often  be  found  two  inches  thick.J  It  18 
well  enough  to  recollect  that  gravid  uteri,  when  injected,  are 
much  thicker  than  in  their  natural  state.  § 

Uterine  blood-vessels.  There  is  nothing  in  connection  with 
the  pregnant  uterus  more  striking  than  the  great  enlargement 
which  the  blood-vessels  have  undergone.  Both  the  arteries 
and  veins,  but  more  especially  the  latter,  are  enormously  en- 
larged. This  is  most  strikingly  observed  in  that  portion  of 
the  uterus  to  which  the  placenta  is  attached.  ||  The  arteries 
will  be  found  from  the  size  of  a  crow-quill,  downward,T  and 
the  veins  much  larger.  In  some  cases,  the  orifices  of  the 
veins  opening  into  the  uterus  from  the  surface  where  the 


*  Monro,  in  the  Edinburgh  Essays  and  Observations,  Physical  and  Lite- 
rary, vol.  i.  p.  418;  see  also  Hunter  on  the  Gravid  Uterus,  p.  15. 

f  An  Anatomical  Description  of  the  Human  GraTid  Uterus  and  its  Gob- 
tents,  by  William  Hunter,  M.D.,  p.  16. 

X  Hunter  on  the  Gravid  Uterus,  p.  15. 

2  Edinburgh  Essays  and  Obserrations,  vol.  i.  p.  418. 

II  Hunter  on  the  Gravid  Uterus,  p.  17. 

^  Edinburgh  Essays  and  ObservationSi  vol.  i.  pp.  427,  435. 
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placenta  has  been  attached,  are  large  enough  to  admit  the 
extremity  of  the  little  finger,* 

Inner  surface  of  Che  uterui,  and  tTie  placental  mark.  If  the 
examination  be  made  shortly  after  delivery,  the  cavity  of  tho 
uterus  will  be  found  to  contain  coagula  of  blood,  or  a  bloody 
fluid.  The  part  of  the  uterus  to  which  the  plucenta  has  been 
attached  will  be  very  visible,  and  corresponding  in  size  to  the 
placenta.  Thia  part  will  be  of  a  dtirk  color,  and  have  a  gan- 
grenous appearance;  the  reseels  leading  to  it  will  also  be 
much  more  enlarged  than  those  of  any  other  portion  of  the 
uterus. 

Ligamenit  of  the  uterus.  These  undergo  great  changes. 
The  broad  ligaments  will  be  found  effaced,  in  consequence  of 
the  fundus  of  the  uterus  enlarging  and  rising,  so  as  to  stretch 
them  into  a  uniform  covering  of  the  uterus.  This,  of  course, 
is  only  at  the  full  term  of  pregnancy ;  at  earlier  periods,  the 
condition  of  these  ligaments  will  vary  according  to  the  en- 
Iwrgement  which  the  uterus  may  have  undergone.  The  round 
ligaments  will  be  found  much  elongated,  and  thicker  than  ia 
the  ordinary  state.  In  this  state  th«y  are  about  the  thickness 
of  the  little  finger,  though  normally  not  thicker  than  a  crow- 
quill.  They  are  also  exceedingly  vascular,  so  much  so,  that 
when  injected,  "  they  seem  to  he  Uttle  more  than  a  bundle  of 
arteries  and  veins." 

Fallopian  tubes.  These  will  he  found  less  oonvolnted, 
larger,  and  much  more  vascular  than  in  the  unimpregnated 
state.  So  great  is  this  vascularity  as  frequently  to  give  them 
ft  purplish  appearance,  looking  very  much  as  if  they  were  in 
a  state  of  inflammation.  Generally,  the  tube  leading  to  the 
ovary  from  whence  the  ovum  has  escaped  will  be  found  the 
most  enlarged.  Mr.  Burns  says:  "The  Fallopian  tube  pre- 
Knrcs  its  greater  vascularity  for  a  very  considerable  time,  I" 
cmnnot  say  how  long,  after  delivery." 

Ovaria.  One  of  these  will  be  found  hut  little  different 
from  the  slate  anterior  to  impregnation;  but  not  so  the  one 
from  which  the  ovum  has  escapeij,  and  which  contains  the 
I  luteum.     This  ovarium  can  easily  be  identified  by  a 

*  Edinbargli  Essaya  and  ObBDrralianB,  Tol.  i.  p.  412. 
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peculiar  fullness  or  prominence  in  one  part  of  it,  aennbleMk 
to  the  sight  and  touch,  in  the  middle  of  which  there  ifl  a  mA 
indentation  like  a  cicatrix.  On  laying  open  the  Ofun  it 
this  party  there  will  he  found  a  body  of  a  yery  distinct  mAbi 
from  the  rest  of  the  ovarium ;  this  is  the  carpus  luteum.  lb 
nature  and  appearance  of  this  peculiar  substance,  and  111 
yalue  which  should  be  attached  to  its  presence  as  a  ngill 
impregnation,  have  been  fully  treated  of  under  the  hetdll 
Delivery,  page  860,  et  %eq. 

Relative  value  of  the  preceding  signSj  drawn  from  m  o- 
aminaticn  after  death.  Striking  as  the  foregoing  flipi 
unquestionably  are,  objections  of  a  very  serions  chaneter 
may  be  made  against  them.  As  these  objections  have  actnaDj 
been  brought  forward  in  criminal  trials,  a  notice  of  thaiii 
unavoidable.  Of  these  the  only  ones  which  require  cobh- 
deration  are,  that  all  the  appearances  just  described  as  fimni 
on  dissection  after  delivery,  may  have  been  occasioned  by  tibe 
delivery  of  hydatids  or  moles;  and  that  the  corpora  lotoa 
may  exist  independent  of  pregnancy  and  delivery.  Baolirf 
these  objections  I  shall  briefly  notice. 

1.  Hydatids.  Although  not  of  very  frequent  occurrenee^ 
they  are  sometimes  found  existing  in  the  uterus.  They  an 
small  vesicles,  hung  together  in  clusters,  and  filled  with  t 
watery  fluid.  [Their  nature,  though  long  the  subject  of  cob* 
troversy,  is  now  well  understood.  They  are  the  result  of 
changes  in  the  ovum  and  probably  in  the  chorion  only.  Tkej 
sometimes  exist  in  large  masses ;  enough  to  fill  a  basin  or  pail 
has  been  discharged  at  one  time.  They  are  incontrovertiUe 
evidence  of  impregnation.  Such  being  the  fact,  the  medico- 
legal interest  of  the  question,  whether  an  ovum  in  its  nonnil 
condition  or  in  a  state  of  degeneration  (hydatids)  has  beet 
discharged,  loses  most  if  not  all  of  its  interest. — C.  R.  O.] 

Besides  all  this,  in  cases  where  the  signs  of  delivery  are 
alleged  to  be  owing  to  hydatids,  it  is  but  reasonable  to  expect 
that  these  should  be  adduced  in  evidence,  and  in  that  case,  of 
course,  all  difficulty  will  at  once  be  oviated. 

2.  Moles.  These  are  peculiar  substances  contained  within 
the  cavity  of  the  womb.     They  consist  of  a  membrane  inclos- 
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ing  generally  a  quantity  of  coagulated  blood;  frequently,  ' 
however,  tUey  appear  of  a  fleshy  structure,  without  any  blood. 
In  their  she,  consistence,  and  structure,  they  differ  very  much 
in  individual  cases.  [Though  the  contrary  opinion  waa  long 
sod  strenuously  maintained,  it  is  now  very  generally  conceded 
that  moles,  like  hydatids,  are  always  the  product  of  concep- 
tion, that  they  are  indeed  degenerate  ova.  As  to  their  rela- 
tions to  medical  jurisprudence,  the  same  remarks  apply  as  to 
hydatids.— C.  R.  G.] 

I  Of  the  tignt  of  abortion,  deduced  from  an  examination  of 
K  what  may  have  been  expelled  from  the  uterus, 

\  Here  there  are  three  objects  to  be  had  in  riew,  viz. :  To 
ascertain  whether  it  be  really  a  fcetiis  that  has  been  expelled 
from  the  uterus ;  and  if  it  be  a  fcctus,  to  ascertain  its  age ; 
and  lastly,  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  its  expulsion. 

1.  To  ascertain  whether  it  be  really  afvetat  which  has  been 
expelled.  From  the  difference  in  structure  of  the  fcetus  from 
hydatids  and  moles,  it  is  scarcely  poasible  that  any  mistake 
can  hv  made  in  distinguishing  them  from  one  another,  escept 
in  the  very  early  months  of  pregnancy,  say  in  the  first  two 
months;  and  at  this  early  period,  probably  no  medico-legal 
investigation  could  ever  be  instituted  with  any  satbfactory 
result.* 

2.  To  ascertain  the  ag&  of  the  fcetus.  This  is  important, 
inasmuch  as  it  enables  us  to  compare  it  with  the  appearances 
found  on  an  examination  of  the  female,  to  see  how  they  cor- 
respond, and  in  this  way  to  assist  in  detecting  any  imposition 
which  may  be  attempted.  In  a  preceding  chapter  the  pro- 
grcesivo  developments  of  the  foetus  have  been  so  fully  detailed, 

Ito  render  here  unnecessary  anything  more  than  a  simple 
9  to  it.f 


P  £A  microaeopic  examinitian  of  knj-,  Ilio  pmalleet,  porlioQ  of  tbc  cboTion 
ikUi  flocculi  -wen  itlBched,  would  conbU  snf  one  wbo  rub  fnmiliar  wlUi 
r  appwrviM  uud«r  the  microecDpe,  lo  spe&lc  conSdeaLl;  &■  Id  their 
«  and  th«  •i!Bt«noe  of  pregnano;.— C.  R.  0.] 
f  8m  ebap.  viL  part  2. 
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8.  To  OBcertaiiij  if  possible^  what  has  been  the  cdtise  of  the 
miscarriage.  If  the  abortion  has  been  occasioned  bj  the  use 
of  drugs,  etc.  taken  bj  the  mother,  nothing  can  be  learned  as 
to  the  cause  of  it,  whether  it  be  voluntary  or  involuntary, 
from  any  examination  of  the  foetus.  In  all  cases  its  appear- 
ance will  be  very  much  the  same,  whatever  may  have  occa- 
sioned its  expulsion  from  the  womb.  As,  however,  it  may 
have  been  produced  by  mechanical  violence  done  to  the  fodtos 
itself,  by  the  introduction  of  instruments,  etc.,  it  becomes 
necessary  to  examine  it  very  carefully,  and  more  especially 
its  head,  to  discover  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  wounds  (if 
any)  which  may  have  been  inflicted. 

Quest.  II.  Of  the  meane  by  which  the  death  of  the  fceiue 

may  have  bee7i  prodticed. 

Having,  in  the  foregoing  section,  examined  the  first  ques- 
tion to  be  solved,  viz.,  whether  a  foetus  in  the  utero  has 
actually  been  destroyed,  the  second  question  relates  to  the 
causes  by  which  such  destruction  may  have  been  produced. 

The  practice  of  causing  abortion  is  resorted  to  by  unmar- 
ried females,  who  have  become  pregnant,  to  avoid  the  disgrace 
which  would  attach  to  them  from  having  a  living  child;  and 
sometimes  it  is  even  employed  by  married  women,  to  obviate 
a  repetition  of  peculiarly  severe  labor-pains  which  they  may 
have  previously  suffered.  But  abortion  is  not  always  asso- 
ciated with  crime  and  disgrace;  it  may  arise  from  causes 
perfectly  natural,  and  altogether  beyond  the  control  of  the 
female.  The  physician  should  therefore  be  extremely  cau- 
tious in  his  proceedings,  even  in  cases  of  illegitimate  preg- 
nancy, and  where  the  voice  of  popular  prejudice  seems  to  call 
upon  the  medical  witness  merely  to  confirm  its  previous  and 
often  false  decisions.  The  destruction  of  the  foetus  may  then 
result  from  two  sets  of  causes.  1.  The  use  and  application  of 
various  criminal  agents.  2.  The  ordinary  and  accidental 
causes  which  are  known  to  produce  it,  without  any  criminal 
interference.  Each  of  these  require  examination,  as  in  eveiy 
trial  of  this  kind  they  may  be  made  the  subject  of  special 
inquiry  by  the  court  and  jury. 


] 
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f  1.  Of  the  criminal  meant  retorted  to  for  tJie  purpose  of 
destroying  the  foetus. 

LTheBe  may  bo  divided  into  general  and  local.  To  the  first 
long  venesection,  emetics,  cathartics,  diureticB,  emmena- 
gogues,  etc.  etc.  The  second  embraces  all  kinds  of  violence 
directly  applied. 

Vrnesection.  From  the  earliest  periods  it  has  been  sup- 
posed that  bleeding,  during  pregnancy,  exercised  some  dele- 
terious influence  upon  the  fcctus,  and  that  the  repetition  of  it 
would  infallibly  destroy  it.  Hippocrates  entertained  this 
belief,*  and  it  has  accordingly  long  been  resorted  to  as  one 
of  the  popular  modes  of  producing  abortion.  Bleeding  from 
the  foot  has  been  supposed  to  be  purticularly  efiective  in  this 
way.  All  this  is  probably  founded  on  the  supposition  that 
when  blood  is  taken  from  the  mother,  the  fcetus  loses  a 
proportional  quantity,  and  that  by  a  frequent  repetition, 
the  latter  may  eventually  be  bled  to  death.  Experience, 
however,  the  most  ampto  and  Hatififactory,  baa  proved  con- 
clusively, that  except  in  particular  states  of  the  constitution, 
venesection,  however  repeated  and  copious,  can  have  no  direct 
effect  upon  the  fostus;  and  further,  that  in  many  coses  it  is 
the  most  effectual  agent  in  averting  abortion.  Mauriceaa 
relates  the  history  of  two  pregnant  women,  who  were  delivered 
at  the  full  period,  of  living  children,  although  one  of  them  had 
been  bled  forty-eight  times,  and  the  other  ninety  times,  for  an 
inflammation  of  the  chest-f  By  the  same  author  a  case  is 
recorded  in  which  a  person  was  bled  ten  times  from  the  foot 
during  pregnancy,  without  any  bad  effect  on  the  fcetus.J  Dr. 
Rush,  in  speaking  of  the  effects  of  bleeding  in  the  yellow 
fever  of  1793,  asserts  that  not  one  pregnant  woman  to  whom 
he  prescribed  it  died  or  suffered  abortion.§     In  his  defence 


*  Mulier  ulernm  ferena  tborlil  secta  Tens.,  eoque  msgii,  si  tit  f<£tUB  grut- 

E,  (HtppocraleB,  tee.  6,  sphor.  81.) 
C>|mron,  p.  807. 
An  ElemenUrj  Troatiie  on  Midwifery,  hj  A.  L.  M,  Velpcau,  M.D.  Tnns- 
1  ij  C.  D.  Udgi,  M.D.,  p.  236. 
I  Ntdlokl  ObHTTatioQs  and  Inquiries,  vol.  iii.  p.  S09. 
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of  blood-letting,  the  same  writer  gives  us  the  account  of  one 
woman  whom  he  bled  eleyen  times  in  seven  days,  daring  her 
pregnancy ;  of  another,  who  was  bled  thirteen  times,  and  of 
a  third  who  was  bled  sixteen  times,  while  in  the  same  condition. 
All  these  women,  he  adds,  recovered,  and  the  children  carried 
during  their  illness  were  born  alive  and  in  good  health.*  The 
foregoing  facts,  selected  from  a  multitude  of  a  similar  cha* 
racter,  are  abundantly  sufficient  to  show  the  extent  to  which 
venesection  may  be  carried  during  pregnancy,  without  being 
attended  with  any  injurious  consequences  to  the  foetus;  and 
the  effect  is  the  same,  from  whatever  part  of  the  body  the 
blood  is  drawn,  whether  from  the  arm  or  from  the  foot. 

In  the  cases  just  alluded  to,  it  is  true,  blood  was  drawn 
during  the  state  of  disease,  when  the  loss  of  a  much  larger 
quantity  can  be  borne  than  in  ordinary  health.  NeverthelesSi 
even  in  a  state  of  health,  the  loss  of  a  very  large  quantity  of 
blood  is  not  necessarily  attended  by  any  injurious  consequences 
to  the  foetus.  On  the  other  hand,  it  should  be  recollected| 
that  when  the  constitution  of  the  mother  is  naturally  feeble 
and  irritable,  or  has  become  much  debilitated  by  disease,  the 
injudicious  loss  of  blood  during  pregnancy  may  prove  fatal  to 
the  foetus.  In  all  cases,  therefore,  the  question  whether  the 
bleeding  has  had  any  agency  in  producing  the  destruction  of 
the  foetus,  must  be  determined  by  the  particular  circumstance! 
of  the  individual  case.  At  the  same  time,  the  mere  fact  rf 
repeated  bleedings  having  been  resorted  to  without  any  ob- 
vious necessity  for  it,  must  be  held  as  some  evidence  of  the 
intention  of  the  person. 

Leeches.  By  some  it  is  supposed  that  the  application  of 
leeches  to  the  anus,  insides  of  the  thighs,  or  the  vulva,  has  the 
effect  of  producing  abortion.  In  this  country,  this  practice  is 
so  uncommon  that  we  are  hardly  able  to  form  any  very  ooit' 
rect  opinion  on  the  subject.  A  recent  French  writer,  however, 
states  that  he  has  frequently  applied  leeches  to  these  parts 
during  pregnancy,  in  cases  of  intestinal  affections,  and  in  no 
nstance  did  he  find  any  bad  consequences  happen.     At  the 

*  Medical  ObseryationB  and  Inquiries,  toL  It.  p.  802. 
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same  time  be  recommends  great  caution  in  the  use  of  this 
remedy,  especially  In 'females  who  are  liable  to  abort.* 

Emetici.  From  tbe  well-known  fact,  that  many  women  are 
troubled  with  diatresaing  nausea  and  vomiting  during  the  whole 
of  their  pregnancy,  and  yet  are  safely  delivered  of  living  chil- 
dren at  the  regular  period,  it  has  been  supposed  that  the  fcetns 
could  not  be  much  injured  by  the  use  of  emetics.  The  fact, 
however,  seems  to  be,  that  although  the  vomiting  attendant 
npon  pregnancy  very  seldom  produces  abortion,  yet  that  which 
a  produced  by  emetics  is  not  unfreqnently  followed  by  conae- 
qucnces  the  most  serious  both  to  mother  and  foatus.  In  thia 
opinion  I  am  supported  by  the  authority  of  Mr,  Bums,  who 
says  that  "  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  abortion  is  very  seldom 
occasioned  by  this  cause,  (the  vomiting  of  pregnancy,)  though 
peticB  are  apt  to  produce  it."t  The  reasons  of  the  dif- 
Irencc  in  the  two  cases  may  bo  the  following:  First,  the 
niting  of  pregnancy  is  less  violent  than  that  which  is  ex- 
1  by  artificial  means ;  and  secondly,  it  occurs,  as  a  geno- 
I  rule,  only  in  the  early  months  of  pregnancy,  when,  of 
rse,  less  danger  attends  the  operation.  Just  in  propor- 
tion to  the  size  and  development  of  the  uterus  is  the  danger 
to  be  apprehended  from  the  spasmodic  contraction  of  the  dia- 
phragm and  abdominal  muscles  during  vomiting.  In  the  lat- 
ter months  of  pregnancy,  therefore,  emetics  prove  much  more 
dangerous  than  at  an  earlier  period.  But  emetics  do  not. 
always  succeed.  Velpcau  relates  a  case  falling  under  his  own 
observation,  in  which  fifteen  grains  of  tartar  evietic  were  taken 
to  produce  abortion.  Although  violent  efi'orts  at  vomiting  were 
occasioned,  yet  tbe  progress  of  the  pregnancy  was  not  inter- 
rupted. { 

Cathartict.  As  a  general  rule,  pregnant  women  are  not 
apt  to  be  injured  by  moderate  purging.  When  attacked  with 
diaease,  they  may  bo  purged  very  freely  without  any  risk. 
Daring  the  yellow  fever  of  1793,  Dr.  Rush  informs  ua  that  he 


*  Elndn  Cliaiquea  but  Igb  EmiiRions  SbuguineB  .^niGoicltBg,  par  A.  P. 
Uidore  Pulini^re,  lame  L  p.  34. 
t  Tbe  PtincipleB  ot  Midviftt;,  p.  230 1  Ttb  Americui  edilion. 
t  Htigi'  Vcilp«kD,  p.  236. 
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gave  large  and  repeated  purges  of  calomel  and  jalap  to  many 
women  in  every  stage  of  pregnancy,  and  in  no  case  did  any 
injury  ensue  to  the  child.  Nay,  he  adds,  that  out  of  a  great 
number  of  pregnant  women  whom  he  attended  in  tliis  fever,  he 
^^did  not  lose  one  to  whom  he  gave  this  medicine,  nor  did  any 
of  them  suffer  an  abortion.  One  of  them  had  twice  miscarried 
in  the  course  of  the  two  or  three  last  years  of  her  life.  She 
bore  a  healthy  child  three  months  after  her  recovery  from  the 
yellow  fever.*'*  If,  however,  the  purging  should  happen  to 
be  carried  too  far,  or  continued  too  long;t  if  the  article  used 
be  very  drastic  in  its  nature;  if  it  act  particularly  on  the  rec- 
tum,! (between  which  and  the  mouth  of  the  uterus  there  appean 
to  be  a  peculiar  sympathy ;)  or  if  the  female  be  of  a  nervoDS^ 
irritable  habit,  then  purging  may  be,  and  frequently  is,  fd- 
lowed  by  the  death  and  expulsion  of  the  foetus.  Purgatives, 
therefore,  may  or  may  not  produce  abortion,  according  to  cir- 
cumstances. § 

Diuretics.  This  class  of  agents  has  long  been  supposed 
capable  of  producing  abortion,  and  has  accordingly  been  fire- 
quently  used  for  this  purpose.  That  they  are  occasionally 
attended  with  success  is  true;  but  I  have  no  doubt  that^ 
generally  speaking,  they  have  failed.  They  certainly  are 
destitute  of  any  specific  power  of  exciting  uterine  action. 
Mr.  Burns  seems  to  think  that  they  are  capable  of  bring- 
ing on  abortion,  and  accordingly  advises  that  they  should  be 
avoided  during  pregnancy.  ||  Still,  from  his  own  language^ 
I  should  not  infer  that  he  had  ever  witnessed  this  effeet, 
although  he  says  that  he  has  seen  diuretics  given  very  freeij 

*  Medical  Observations  and  Inquiries,  vol.  ill.  p.  249. 

f  Several  cases  of  abortion  have  been  known  to  occur  in  this  oi^t  ia 
females  who  were  in  the  constant  habit  of  taking  BrandretVs  pillB,  a  puffa- 
tive  nostrum  at  present  very  popular  in  this  country.  See  an  essay  on  tbi 
influence  of  trades,  etc.,  by  B.  W.  McCready,  M.D.,  Trans,  of  the  Med.  So- 
ciety of  the  SUte  of  New  York,  yoI.  iii.  p.  149. 

X  Those  purgatives  which  produce  tenesmus  are  most  apt  to  oauss  tbcr- 
tion.     Hence  it  is,  too,  that  dysentery  produces  this  effect. 

J  Dr.  James  Johnson  states  that  he  has  known  a  yery  moderate  dofe  id 
calomel  and  rhubarb  to  cause  a  premature  deliyery.  (Modieo-Chiniigiflil 
Review,  vol.  xvii.  p.  98.) 

II  Principles  of  Midwifery,  p.  288. 
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to  pregnant  vomen  laboring  under  ascites.*  On  the  other 
band,  there  are  many  positive  facts  on  record  to  prove  that 
diuretics  may  be  taken  with  impunity  by  pregnant  women. 
Zaccbias  relates  the  case  of  a  female  who,  after  an  interval  of 
five  years,  considered  herself  pregnant,  and  shortly  afterwards 
Has  attacked  with  sciatica.  Several  physicians  and  midwives 
were  called  to  examine  her,  and  decided  unanimously  that  she 
was  not  pregnant,  particularly  as  slie  lost  a  little  blood  every 
month,  though  not  so  much  as  in  nnenstruation.  They  there* 
fore  prescribed  for  the  disease  which  afflicted  her,  bled  her 
repeatedly  in  the  foot,  administered  purgatives  frequently, 
together  with  diuretics  and  sudorifics.  All  this  did  not  pre- 
vent her  from  bringing  forth  a  healthy  child  at  the  expected 
time-t 

In  the  Edinburgh  Medical  Essays  and  Observations  is  re- 
corded u  case  of  a  fcmak-  who  had  ascites  during  pregnancy. 
Three  months  after  conception  she  was  tapped,  and  eight  pints 
of  water  drawn  off.  After  this  she  was  tapped  twice  again, 
and  at  each  time  four  pints  were  drawn  off.  During  this  time, 
too,  she  took  freely  of  active  diuretics  and  cathartics,  among 
which  were  calomel  and  various  hydragogue  articles.  Not- 
withstanding all  this,  she  brought  forth  a  living  healthy  child 
at  the  full  time. I 

Concerning  the  oil  of  juniper,  Foder^  relates  the  following 
fact,  which  shows  that  this  powerful  article  has  failed  in  effect- 
ing an  abortion :  A  pregnant  female  took  every  morning,  for 
twenty  days,  one  hundred  drops  of  the  distOled  oil  of  juniper 
without  injury,  and  was  delivered  of  a  living  child  at  the  ex- 
piration of  the  ordinary  tcrm.g 

Even  cantharides  has  been  taken  in  very  large  doses,  with 
a  view  of  procuring  an  abortion,  without  accomplishing  tha 
desired  effect.  "Some  years  ago,"  says  Mr.  James  Lucas, 
one  of  the  surgeons  of  the  General  InGrmary  at  Leeds,  "I 
I  called  to  a  patient  who  had  taken  about  a  drachm  of 
d  cantharides  in  order  to  induce  abortion,  and  which 


478  IKFANTIOIDC. 

brought  on  frequent  yomiting,  violent  spurious  pains,  a  tenes- 
mus, and  immoderate  diuresis,  succeeded  by  an  acute  fever, 
which  reduced  her  to  extreme  weakness,  yet  no  sign  of  mis- 
carriage appeared,  and  about  five  months  afterwards  she  was 
delivered  of  a  healthy  child."*  Cases,  however,  have  occurred 
in  which  cantharides  have  caused  abortion.  Dr.  James  John- 
son mentions  one  as  occurring  within  his  own  knowledge.f 

Nitre.  Dr.  Paris  relates  the  case  of  a  woman  in  Edinburgh 
who,  having  swallowed  by  mistake  a  handful  of  this  salt,  suf- 
fered abortion  in  less  than  half  an  hour.| 

Emmenagogues.  Under  this  general  head  there  are  several 
articles  which  require  notice.  Among  the  more  important  are 
savine,  mercury,  polygala  senega,  and  pennyroyal. 

JiiniperiB  sahina^  (savine.)  This  is  a  powerfully  stimulating 
article,  and,  as  an  emmenagogue,  has  been  used  with  consider- 
able effect.  It  has  also  long  been  used  for  the  purpose  of 
procuring  abortion,  and  no  doubt  possesses  considerable  power 
in  this  way.  Galen  asserts  that  it  acts  with  sufficient  energy 
on  the  uterus  to  destroy  the  foetus  ;§  and  in  the  present  day  it 
is  said  to  be  constantly  used  by  negresses  in  the  Isle  of  France 
with  this  intention. II 

In  the  case  of  Miss  Burns,  for  whose  murder  Mr.  Angus 
was  tried  at  Lancaster,  in  1808,  there  is  reason  to  believe, 
from  the  testimony  offered,  that  savine  oil  had  been  adminis- 
tered to  effect  an  abortion.  In  1853,  Wm.  H.  Pascoe,  a  licen- 
tiate of  the  London  College  of  Apothecaries,  was  indicted  for 
administering  one  drachm  of  savine  to  Catharine  N.,  with 
intent  to  procure  an  abortion.  He  was  found  guilty,  and  sen- 
tenced to  be  transported  for  ten  years.  (Lancet,  April  3, 1852.) 
That  it  does  not  always  succeed,  is  evident  from  a  case  related 
by  Foder6.  In  1790,  a  poor,  imbecile,  and  cachectic  girl,  in 
the  duchy  of  Aoust,  in  the  seventh  month  of  her  pregnancy, 
took  from  the  hands  of  her  seducer  a  glass  of  wine,  in  which 
there  was  mixed  a  large  dose  of  powdered  savine.     She  be- 


*  Memoirs  of  the  Medical  Society  of  London,  yoL  ii.  p.  208. 
t  Medico-Chirurgical  Review,  yoI.  xvii.  p.  98. 
X  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  Paris  and  Fonblanque,  toL  iii.  p.  94. 
2  Dicaonnaire  Mati^re  Medicale,  toL  iii.  p.  606.  ||  Ibid. 
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C&me  so  ill,  that  report  of  it  waa  made  to  the  magistrate,  who 
ordered  Fodcri;  to  visit  her.  The  patient  stated  to  him,  that 
oa  taking  the  drug  she  had  felt  a  burning  heat,  accompanied 
with  hiccough  and  vomiting.  Thia  was  followed  by  a  violent 
fever,  which  continued  for  fifteen  days.  By  the  proper  use  of 
refrigerants,  however,  she  recovered,  and  at  the  end  of  two 
months  was  safely  delivered  of  a  healthy  child.* 

In  another  case,  recorded  by  Murray,  while  it  was  Bnocessful 
in  producing  an  abortion,  it  destroyed  the  life  of  the  mother,!" 
Professor  Christison  relates,  on  authority  of  Mr.  Cockson,  the 
case  of  B  girl  who,  to  produce  abortion,  took  a  strong  infusion 
of  savine  le^ives.  Violent  pain  in  the  abdomen  and  distressing 
strangury  ensued.  In  two  days  after  taking  it,  she  miscarried; 
and  in  four  after  that,  she  died.  On  dissection,  Mr.  Cockson 
found  extensive  peritoneal  infiammation — the  inside  of  the 
stomach  of  a  red  tint,  chequered  with  patches  of  florid  extra- 
vasation. The  uterus  presented  all  the  signs  of  recent  de- 
livery,! -^  '^^^  ^^""y  similar  to  this  occurred  in  Albany,  1860. 
Abortion  was  followed  by  death.  Post-mortem  examination 
showed  intense  gastritis  with  perforation. 

Mercury.  This  has  long  been  considered  as  an  article  capa- 
ble of  occasioning  abortion.  Crude  quicksilver  was  at  one  time 
supposed  to  possess  this  property.  It  was  accordingly  used, 
not  merely  for  this  purpose,  but  also  in  all  cases  of  difficult 
Ubor.  It  was  not  long,  however,  before  it  was  ascertained 
tlut  large  quantities  of  it  might  be  taken  by  pregnant  women 
with  perfect  impunity.  Matthiolus  relates  of  several  pregnant 
women,  each  of  whom  drank  a  pouod  of  quicksilver  to  cause 
^kgKliaa,  without  any  bad  eSect.§    The  same  fact  is  conGrmed 

^PVodarj,  Tol.  It.  p.  481. 

t  "FsmiDft  trigiala  aanorum,  ■.bortiim  incditainB,  inriisuDi  sabiaDB  ingu- 
«tt;  iiDde  ingignis  Tomitus  cODtiouug.  Aliquot  diee  posL  aenait  diroB  dolorM; 
Undetn  aboTlua  suDcessJt,  cum  inaigDl  hmmorrbagia  ulcri,  itia  taan.  In 
EftlftTcre  Tesicul*  fnllea  rupla  aiipnniit,  cutn  effuaione  bllU  in  abdonieii,  rt 
inflkmmatione  intcatinoruni."  (B.  I.  And.  Murray,  oppsraluB  msdicaminuiu, 
•te.,  vol.  i.  p.  &8.) 

t  Tr«atiie  on  Poisom,  pp.  &31,  bS2,  Sd  ediUon. 
Hf  Jamm'  DUpeiuBtor)'. 
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hj  FerneUoB.'^  Oahmelf  howeTw,  is  the  pfepantictt  of 
oiiry  most  genersUj  supposed  to  exert  a  speoifio  infliitnbe  vpos 
the  uterine  organs.  That  it  possesses  the  power  of  prodw^g 
misoarriage,  is  countenanced  by  the  anthoritj  of  Mr.  Bsm^ 
who  directs  that  a  full  course  of  mercmy  shcynld  be  wniM 
during  pregnancy.f  Facts,  howeyer,  both  numerooe  end  eofr 
clusiye,  are  on  record  to  prove  that  a  pregnajit  wmnaai  mj 
go  through  a  long  course  of  mercury,  without  the  least  iignj 
either  to  herself  or  to  the  child*  Bartholin  and  Ibnrioesi 
relate  seyeral  cases,  in  which  mercury  was  pren  to  saliratiQ^ 
to  pregnant  women  affected  with  syphilis,  and  who  all,  at  the* 
full  time,  were  safely  deliyered  of  healthy  children.];  Ml 
Benjamin  Bell,  than  whom  I  could  not  quote  higher  authority, 
says:  ^^ It  is  a  prevailing  opinion  that  mercury  is  apt  to  Gees' 
sion  abortion,  and  it  is  therefore  seldom  given  during  jm^ 
nancy.  Much  experience,  however,"  he  adds,  ^^has  conviaeel 
me  that  this  opinion  is  not  well  founded,  and  when  mansgri 
with  caution,  that  it  may  be  given  in  sufficient  quantitiei  at 
every  period  of  pregnancy,  for  curing  every  symptom  of  sjpli- 
lis,  and  without  doing  the  least  injury  either  to  the  mothtr  m 
ehHd.''%  To  the  same  effect  is  the  testimony  of  Dr.  Busheon- 
ceming  the  use  of  calomel  in  the  yellow  fever  of  1798.  Is 
not  a  single  instance  did  it  prove  injurious  to  pregnant  womeiL| 
The  following  case,  which  fell  under  my  own  care,  confirmed 
me  in  the  opinion  already  advanced.  A  female,  eight  montli 
gone  with  child,  was  attacked  with  a  violent  inflammation  of 
the  lungs.  After  the  use  of  the  ordinary  depleting  remediee, 
I  found  it  advisable  to  have  recourse  to  mercnry.  She  wii 
accordingly  put  upon  the  use  of  small  doses  of  calomel  sad 
James'  powder.  In  a  few  days  salivation  came  on;  after 
which  all  the  symptoms  of  her  pulmonary  complaint  speedfly 
vanished,  and  the  patient  was  restored  to  her  usual  health. 
She  was  afterwards  delivered  of  a  living  child  at  the  faD 
period. 

*  Yidi  mulieres  qui  librtts  ejus  biberunt  at  aborium  fkeereat^  et  aliM  Boza 
(FemeliuB. ) 
t  Midwifery,  pp.  281,  288.  %  Podert,  ToL  It.  p,  429. 

i  Bell  on  the  Venereal,  yoL  ii.  p.  266;  American  ediUoD. 
I  Medioal  ObMnrftaons  and  Inqoiriea,  toL  iu.  pp.  249»  SOO. 


Dt.  Campbell  states  that  he  was  onee  asked  to  visit  a  young 
girl,  whom  he  found  so  violently  salivated,  with  a  view  to  ex- 
dte  abortion,  that  hev  tongue  couM  be  compared  to  nothing 
else  than  a  honey-comb.  But,  notwithstanding  her  extreme 
Buffering,  she  went  to  the  full  time.*  At  the  same  time  there 
can  be  no  question  that  the  preparations  of  mercury,  if  given 
to  patients  predisposed  to  abortion,  and  especially  if  carried 
BO  far  as  to  prodace  salivation,  may  be  followed  by  that  result. 
[I  think  this  should  be  stated  more  strongly,  though  I  can 
scarcely  go  as  far  aa  Dr.  D.  Davis,  who  says  the  abortive 
power  of  mercurialization  is  second  only  to  the  use  of  Steel 
instruments.  Abortion  will  very  often  follow  salivation. — 
C.  R.  G.] 

Poly()ala  seneka.  This  article  has  novf  been  known  and 
used  in  this  country  for  a  number  of  years,  for  the  purpose  of 
acting  on  the  uterine  organs,  with  the  view  of  restoring  men- 
strual secretion.  The  first  notice  which  I  have  met  with,  of 
its  properties  in  this  respect,  is  in  an  inaugural  dissertation  by 
Dr.  Thomas  Massie.  of  Virginia,  published  in  1803,  By  him 
the  action  of  it  on  the  uterus  is  especially  noticed;  and  the 
authority  of  Dr.  Archer,  of  Maryland,  is  given  of  its  being 
used  by  the  common  people  in  that  State  for  the  purpose  of 
proGunng  abortion. f  That  it  may  possess  some  power  as  an 
abortive,  may  be  inferred  from  its  acknowledged  power  as  an 
emmenagoguc.t 

Pennyroyal.  This  article  is  reputed  by  some  to  be  a  power- 
ful abortive.  Dr.  Watkins  relates  a  case,  in  which  the  mere 
odor  of  it  produced  abortion  in  a  delicate  woman  in  the  fourth 
month.§  At  the  Chelmsford  asaiz.es,  August,  1820,  Robin 
Collins  was  indicted  for  administering  steel-61ings  and  pcnny- 
lofal  water  to  a  woman  with  the  intent  to  procure  abortion. 

R>vaa  convicted,  and  sentenced  to  transportation  for  four- 
iT««^ii      
tttlroiluciion  Id  the  Stud;  and  Practice  at  Midwirerj.  h;  Wm.  CumpbeU, 
lI.D.,p.  M^. 
f  HaiJieit.1  ThMCB,  b;  Cb&rlee  Caldwell,  M.D.,  voL  ii.  p,  203. 
I  See  pap«T  of  Dr.  Ilarlehome,  in  Eolpclio  Repcrtorjt,  vol.  it  p.  201. 
■  Medical  Miueiim,  lal.  ii.  p.  431. 
ii  knd  FonblinqQe,  tdI.  iii,  p.  88. 
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Besides  the  foregoing  articles,  belonging  to  the  class  of  em- 
menagogues,  there  are  others  which  are  entitled  to  a  place 
under  the  class  of  abortive  agents. 

Secale  comutum — spurred  rye — ergot.  This  article,  at 
present  so  fashionable  in  obstetric  practice,  was  first  aa- 
nounced  to  the  profession  in  this  country  in  the  year  1807, 
by  Dr.  John  Stearns,  of  New  York,  as  a  substance  capable  of 
accelerating,  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  the  process  of  par- 
turition. As  might  naturally  be  expected  from  the  announce- 
ment of  a  remedy  so  novel  and  unique,  it  excited  much  inte- 
rest, and  as  soon  as  subsequent  experience  had  confirmed  its 
virtues,  rose  at  once  into  the  most  unlimited  popularity.  In 
the  year  1812,  it  was  suggested  by  the  editors  of  the  New 
England  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  that  while  fully 
convinced  of  the  parturient  powers  of  the  ergot,  they  were 
apprehensive  that  an  evil  of  great  magnitude  not  unfrequently 
resulted  from  its  use;  and  that  was,  the  death  of  the  chiUL 
They  stated  that  they  had  been  led  to  this  apprehension  from 
^'observing  that  in  a  large  proportion  of  cases  where  the 
ergot  was  employed,  the  children  did  not  respire  for  an  un- 
usual length  of  time  after  the  birth,  and  in  several  cases  the 
children  were  irrecoverably  dead.***  The  observations  of 
numbers  of  highly  respectable  physicians,  since  that  period, 
have  tended  but  too  strikingly  to  confirm  this  melancholy  fact 
At  present,  it  will  scarcely  be  denied  by  any  one  acquainted 
with  the  operation  of  ergot,  that  if  given  in  very  large  doses, 
or  at  improper  periods,  it  will  but  too  certainly  prove  detri- 
mental to  the  life  of  the  child,  f  It  is  to  be  feared,  that  for 
this  purpose  it  has  been  but  too  frequently  used  in  this  conn* 

♦  Vol.  L  p.  70. 

f  For  testimony  on  this  point,  I  refer  to  the  following  authorities :  Ntv 
York  Medical  Repository,  vol.  zii.  p.  844;  vol.  xx.  p.  11 ;  toL  xxi.  pp.  % 
139.  New  England  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  vol.  i.  p.  70 ;  toL  iL 
p.  853;  vol.  ▼.  p.  161 ;  vol.  vii.  p.  216;  vol.  viii.  p.  121.  New  York  Madi- 
oal  and  Physical  Journal,  voL  i.  pp.  205,  278 ;  vol.  ii.  p.  80 ;  and  more  psr- 
ticularly  a  paper  by  Mr.  Chavasse,  of  Birmingham,  published  originally  ii 
fourth  volume  of  the  Trans,  of  the  Provincial  Med.  and  Surg.  Assooistioi, 
and  reprinted  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Med.  Society  of  the  State  of  Ntv 
York,  vol.  iii.  p.  848.  This  paper  contains  a  number  of  fkcta  wortl^  of  tht 
most  attentive  consideration. 
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try.  It  cannot,  therefore,  be  too  strongly  insisted  upon,  that 
iho  life  of  the  mother  is  equally  jeopardized  with  that  of  the 
child,  by  its  improper  use.  By  aome  it  has  been  doubted 
whether  the  ergot  is  capable  of  producing  an  abortion,  or 
whether  ita  action  is  limited  to  the  full  period  of  utoro-gesta- 
lion,  and  when  the  uterus  is  beginning  to  act  itself  for  the 
purpose  of  unloading  its  contents.  That  it  docs  possess  the 
power  of  causing  abortion  at  any  period  would  seem  to  be 
proved  by  experiments  made  upon  animals;*  and  Dr.  Chatard 
records  a  case  of  abortion  induced  in  the  human  female  sub- 
ject at  the  fourth  month  of  pregnancy,  by  twelve  grains  of 
crgot.t  Notwithstanding  all  this,  it  is  a  fact  that  ergot  is  no 
more  infallible  as  an  abortive  than  any  of  the  agents  already 
noticed.  Ur.  Condie  states  that  several  instances  have  come 
to  bis  knowledge,  in  which  the  ergot  was  employed  to  the  ex- 
tent of  several  drachms  a  day,  for  tlie  express  purpose  of  in- 
ducing abortion,  but  without  exerting  the  least  effect  upon  the 
uterus.  In  all  these  cases  gestation  continued  for  the  full 
period,  and  the  females  were  delivered  of  living  children. 
Ue  also  states  that  he  has  known  the  ergot  to  he  given  in 
Urge  and  repeated  doses  by  ignorant  midwives,  where  pains 
simulating  those  of  parturition  have  occurred  toward  the  ter- 
nination  of  utcro-geatation,  in  order  to  quicken  the  labor;  but 
60  far  from  doing  this,  the  pains  have  actually  ceased  under 
its  use,  and  labor  has  not  occurred  for  several  weeks  sub- 
sequently.! I  '"'^^  myself  met  with  one  case  in  which  a 
female,  who  had  had  several  children,  took  of  her  own  accord 
three  drachms  of  ergot  to  produce  an  abortion,  without  any 
effect. 

Actiea  racemoaa — the  black  cohosh,  or  squaw  root.  This 
is  a  common  plant,  found  in  every  part  of  the  United  States, 
and  tho  root  of  it  is  a  good  deal  used  by  some  of  our  Ameri- 
can practitioners.  Kccently,  it  has  been  brought  into  notice 
as  an  article  possessing  powers  analogous  to  those  of  the 


'*  PhiUddpbik  Journal  of  Medical  and   PbjBicsl  Scieacos,  ' 
112,  113. 
f  S«w  York  Medical  Repoiilory,  vol.  iii.  p.  IS. 
2  Ameriowi  Joanul  of  Uedickl  ScicaccB,  lul.  x.  p.  227. 
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ergot.  By  oar  native  Indians,  it  appears  to  have  been  long 
supposed  to  possess  properties  of  this  sort,  and  Mr.  Rafin- 
esque  states  that  it  is  ''much  used  by  them  in  facilitating  par- 
turitions, whence  its  name — squaw  root.*'  Dr.  Tullj,  in  a  paper 
on  this  subject,  has  recorded  the  testimony  of  a  number  of 
respectable  physicians,  who  have  used  this  article  for  this  pur- 
pose, and,  as  they  state,  with  decided  success,  acting  rery 
much  in  the  same  way  as  the  ergot.  A  fluid  drachm  of  the 
saturated  alcoholic  tincture  acted  as  a  sufficient  dose  without 
being  repeated.*  According  to  Dr.  Tully,  the  actiea  does 
not  appear  to  exert  the  same  stupefying  and  deleterious  influ- 
ence on  the  foetus  that  he  supposes  is  produced  by  the  ergot 

Among  the  local  means  used  for  procuring  abortion,  there 
are  only  two  which  require  to  be  noticed. 

Blows  and  other  injuries  on  the  loins  and  abdomen.  In 
cases  where  severe  blows  have  been  received  on  the  back,  the 
danger  of  abortion  is  always  imminent.  It  is,  indeed,  rare 
that  a  female  goes  to  her  full  time  when  she  has  received  sudi 
an  injury.  Blows  on  the  abdomen  are  equally  dangerous; 
and  in  most  cases  of  this  kind  a  considerable  hemorrhage 
precedes  the  death  of  the  foetus.  In  disputed  cases,  where  it 
is  denied  that  the  injury  inflicted  has  caused  the  abortion,  we 
should  attend  to  the  two  following  circumstances:  First 
Whether  the  violence  ofiered  was  sufficiently  great  to  be  con- 
sidered as  the  sole  cause.  Second.  Whether  the  female  was 
not  disposed  to  abortion,  and  had  failed  in  some  precautionSi 
or  committed  some  imprudence,  which  might  have  induced  it 
After  investigating  these  facts,  we  ought  to  inquire  whethff 
the  accused  knew  of  the  pregnancy  of  the  female,  or  whether 
she  had  not  provoked  the  blows  which  she  received.  Two 
cases  from  Belloc  may  serve  to  illustrate  these  distinctions. 
A  young  woman,  between  the  third  and  fourth  months  of  her 
pregnancy,  had  received  from  a  robust  man  several  kicks,  ind 
blows  with  the  fist,  the  marks  of  which  were  very  evident 
Immediately  after  the  accident,  she  was  put  to  bed,  bled,  and 
various  remedies  given  by  a  surgeon.     The  hemorrhage,  bow- 

*  Acisea  Racemosa,  bj  William  Tully,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Madia 
in  Tale  CoUege,  in  the  Boeton  Med.  and  Surgieal  Joomal  for  April  10;  18St. 
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«Ter,  contmued,  mth  pains  in  the  loins  and  abdomen,  and  the 
next  day  ehe  had  an  abortion.  Belloc,  on  being  examined, 
declared  that  the  abortion  was  owing  to  tho  violence  wfaich 
had  been  inflicted.*  In  another  case,  a  female  brought  forth 
a  dead  foetus,  four  months  advanced,  two  days  after  a  quarrel 
with  her  husband,  in  which  she  said  ho  had  struck  her.  In- 
stead, however,  of  lying  down,  or  at  least  keeping  quiet,  she 
walked  a  league  that  day,  and  on  the  next  a  quarter  of  a 
league,  to  a  place  where  she  was  to  aid  in  bringing  in  the  har- 
vest; nor  was  it  until  her  arrival  there,  that  she  was  forced 
to  go  to  bed.  In  this  case  Bclloc  decides  that  it  is  very  poa- 
Eible,  had  she  remained  quiet  and  called  for  proper  aid,  the 
abortion  would  not  have  taken  place,  particularly  as  the 
violence  used  was  only  that  of  throwing  her  down  in  the 
etreet.f 

With  regard  to  this  cause  of  abortion,  as  well  as  the  others 
that  have  been  mentioned,  it  ia  to  be  understood  that  the  life 
of  the  mother  is  equally  exposed  with  that  of  the  child.  The 
following  case,  related  by  Dr.  Smith,  illustrates  this  fact  in  ft 
striking  manner,  and  is  only  one  of  a  number  which  might  be 
adduced.  In  1811,  a  man  was  executed  at  Stafford  for  the 
mnrder  of  his  wife.  She  was  in  the  pregnant  state,  and  he 
had  attempted  to  induce  abortion  in  the  most  violent  manner, 
u  by  elbowing  her  in  bed,  rolling  over  her,  etc.,  in  which  ho 
socceedcd — not  only  procuring  abortion,  hut  along  with  it,  the 
death  of  the  unfortunate  woman-l 

By  Dr.  Campbell  a  case  ia  recorded  of  a  female  who,  in 
thei  last  month  of  pregnancy,  was  atruck  on  the  abdomen  by 
her  husband.  An  extensive  detachment  of  the  placenta  caused 
the  immediate  death  of  the  foetus,  and  that  of  the  mother  in 
fifty-one  hours  afterwards. § 

pt  cannot  be  too  often  repeated  that  in  reference  to  the 

production    of   abortion,   whether   by   the   administration   of 

drags  or  by  external  violence,  everything  depends  on  the 

^^■dfttonee  of  a  predisposition.     If  such  predisposition  exist, 

^^^  Btllos.  p.  81.         t  Court  d«  Mi<<leciDe  LC-gtle,  par  J.  J,  BcUoo,  p.  82. 
%  Snllli'a  Forcnaio  MeJiaine,  p.  SOS. 
I  Inlroduclion  to  Ihi  Stud;  and  Prnctice  of  Midwiferj,  elc,  p.  137. 
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MTiney  meroarj,  an  emetic,  or  a  draatie  purge,  or  a  i^ 
ahook  or  fall,  will  be  pretty  COTtainlj  followed  bj  aboitM% 
wbile  if  no  sucb  predisposition  be  preaent,  the  moat  povoM 
irritants  or  the  greatest  amount  of  personal  Tiolenea^  mm 
though  sufficient  to  destroy  life,  will  not  produce  the  B%hMl 
abortiye  eflFort. — 0.  E.  G-] 

The  ifUrodtictian  of  imtrumenti  inio  the  uienu  fir  Ik 
purpoMe  of  rupturing  the  mem6rane$y  4tnd  thu9  Mngmfm 
premature  action  of  the  womb.  Of  this  YillaaoQa  pnoliB^ 
which  has  long  been  known  and  resorted  to  for  the  nebrim 
purpose  of  producing  abortion,  I  shall  say  nothing  m<»e  tki 
to  give  the  history  of  a  few  cases  in  which  it  was  used,  uk 
which  will  show  the  effects  with  which  it  is  attended.  ''At 
Durham  assizes,  in  1781,  Margaret  Tinkler  was  indicted  far 
the  murder  of  Janet  Parkinson,  by  inserting  pieces  of  wofli 
into  her  womb.  The  deceased  took  her  bed  on  the  secoad  d 
July,  and  from  that  period  thought  she  mnat  die,  making  m 
of  various  expressions  to  that  effect.  She  died  on  the  twes^ 
third.  During  her  illness,  she  declared  that  ahe  was  itt 
child  by  a  married  man;  and  he  being  fearfnl,  should  ahok 
brought  to  bed,  that  the  knowledge  of  the  circumstance  iroiU 
reach  his  wife,  advised  her  to  go  to  the  prisoner,  who  mi  i 
midwife,  to  take  her  advice  how  to  get  rid  of  the  child — beng 
at  the  time  five  or  six  months  gone.  The  delivery  took  pliee 
on  the  tenth  of  July,  three  days  previous  to  which  a  pom 
saw  the  deceased  in  the  prisoner's  bed-chamber,  when  the  pri- 
soner took  her  round  the  waist  and  shook  her  in  a  violent 
manner,  five  or  six  different  times,  and  tossed  her  up  tad 
down.  She  was  afterwards  delivered  at  the  prisoner's  houa 
The  child  was  bom  alive,  but  died  instantly,  and  it  was  proied 
by  surgeons  to  be  perfect.  There  was  no  doubt  but  that  tk 
deceased  had  died  by  the  acceleration  of  the  birth  of  the 
child;  and  upon  opening  the  womb  of  the  mother,  it  appeared 
that  there  were  two  holes  caused  by  wooden  skewers,  one  rf 
which  was  mortified  and  the  other  inflamed.  Additional  symp- 
toms of  injury  were  also  discovered.'** 
In  England  a  very  curious  trial  took  place  in  1808,  of  two 

•  Bssi't  Grown  Uw,  voL  L  p.  864;  Smith,  p.  a06L 
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IS,  WiHiam  Pizzy  and  Mary  Codd,  "for  feloniously  ad- 
nistering  a  certain  noxious  and  destructive  substance  to 
1  Cheny,  with  intent  to  produce  a  miscarriage."  On  the 
ti,  it  appeared  that  they  had  given  medicines  several  timea 
t  produce  abortion,  without  any  effect.  In  consequence  of 
thie  failure,  Pizzy,  who  was  a  farrier,  introduced  an  instru- 
ment into  the  vagina,  and  in  that  way  destroyed  the  child  and 
brought  on  premature  delivery.  This  took  place  about  six  or 
seven  weeks  before  the  full  time.  Although  the  facts  ap- 
peared very  clear  on  the  trial,  yet  the  jury  brought  in  a 
verdict  of  acquittal.* 

By  Foder^  and  Bistelheuber  a  case  ia  related,  in  which 
rupture  of  the  uterus  and  death  was  occasioned  by  the  intro- 
duction of  a  syringe,  with  a  long  ivory  pipe,  for  the  purpose 
of  producing  abortion.  On  dissection,  a  fcctus  of  about  two 
months  was  discovered  in  the  abdomen. f 

By  Dr.  Baxter,  of  New  York,  another  case  is  recorded,  in 

which  he  was  called  to  a  female  who  bad  employed  a  person  to 

procure  an  abortion  by  the  introduction  of  a  silver  catheter. 

^jhe  only  effect,  however,  was  that  of  wounding  the  os  tincie 

^■Ud  rupturing  the  membrnneH,  without  expelling  the  fcetua. 

^Ipfieen  days  after  the  perpetration  of  the  deed.  Dr.  Baxter 

^Vland  her  in  terrible  pains,  and  having  bled  her  twice  without 

relief,  he  gave  her  ergot  to  facilitate  the  delivery  of  the 

fxEtiis,  which  very  shortly  brought  it  away.     It  was  perfect, 

tad  about  four  months  old.     Unfortunately,  the  names  of  the 

persons  concerned  in  this  infamous  transaction  were  never 

diralged.l 

I  will  record  only  one  case  more,  the  particulars  of  which 
I  have  recently  been  favored  with.  A  few  years  since,  a  trial 
took  place  in  the  State  of  Vermont,  in  the  case  of  Norman 
Cleaveland,  who  was  indicted  and  tried  for  the  murder  of 
Hannah  Rose.  It  appeared  in  evidence,  that  Hannah  Rose 
had  become  pregnant  by  the  accused,  and  was  about  four 
tilths  gone  in  her  pregnancy,  and  that  he  had  tried  variouB 

•  EdinbuTgli  Medical  KDd  Surgical  Journal,  toI.  ti.  p.  244. 

t  HcdiCD-Cbirurgic&l  Review,  lol.  ti.  p.  62B. 

t  Tlia  Mndinl  Rocordcr  for  ie2li,  toL  viii.  p.  ISl. 
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means  to  produce  an  abortion,  bat  irithont  effiwt.  After  im^ 
he  resorted  to  the  introduction  of  a  sharp-pointed  instrumait 
into  the  vagina,  and  with  the  fatal  result  of  immediately  ^ 
strojing  the  female  herself.  On  a  post-mortem  examinnlki^ 
the  neck  of  the  uterus  was  found  punctured  in  uz  plaeei^ 
each  puncture  being  from  half  an  inch  to  three-fourths  of  n 
mch  wide.  The  punctures  appeared  to  hare  been  made  by  i 
two-edged  instrument  like  a  lancet.  In  addition  to  this,  iki 
iliac  vein  was  wounded,  and  the  abdomen  filled  with  cotgt- 
lated  blood.  The  prisoner  was  convicted  and  sentenced  to  k 
hung.  The  punishment  was  afterward,  however,  commiited 
by  the  legislature  to  five  years  hard  labor  in  the  Stite 
prison."^ 

A  most  extraordinary  mode  of  causing  abortion  recendy 
occurred  in  France,  which  may,  perhaps,  be  appropriately 
noticed  in  this  place.  The  subject  was  a  married  woman  vl» 
had  four  children  and  was  pregnant  of  a  fifth.  At  the  eoB- 
mencement  of  her  pregnancy,  she  was  persuaded  by  the 
representations  of  another  female  to  inject  sulphuric  add 
into  the  vagina  as  an  easy  mode  of  inducing  premature  labor. 
As  may  readily  be  imagined,  excessive  inflammation  ci  tbe 
parts  took  place,  together  with  great  general  constitutional 
disturbance,  and  the  final  result  was  an  almost  complete  obli- 
teration of  the  vagina.  ^^  The  medical  men,  on  examinati<», 
found  that  a  kind  of  irregular  band  surrounded  and  obstructed 
the  vagina,  beyond  which,  and  on  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  the 
head  of  the  infant  was  distinctly  felt,  pressed  forward  by  the 
uterine  contractions.  It  was  resolved  to  make  an  incisioa 
through  the  dense  membrane,  but  when  this  was  done,  it  was 

*  For  the  partioolars  of  this  case,  I  am  indebted  to  Judge  Hutchiiuon,  of 
Woodstock,  Vermont.  In  connection  with  this  subject,  the  following  instnu- 
tive  fact  is  related  bj  I>r.  Gooch:  **Dr.  William  Hunter  attempted  this  ope- 
ration (introducing  an  instrument  to  puncture  the  membranes)  on  a  jooag 
woman,  at  about  the  third  month  of  pregnancy.  He  found  thai  he  tiennl 
times  punctured  the  cervix  uteri,  and  the  case  terminated  fatally.  If  tUi 
happened  to  one  of  so  much  anatomical  knowledge  and  skill,  how  much  more 
probable  must  it  be  in  the  hands  of  those  ignorant  men,  by  whom,  for  the 
purpose  alluded  to,  the  operation  is  sometimes  undertaken  !  No  doubt  these 
attempts  often  prove  fatal,  but  the  murdered  do  not  tell  tales."  (A  Practictl 
Compendium  of  Midwifery,  by  Bobert  Oooch,  M.D.,  p.  94,  Amer.  ed.) 
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foand  it  had  adhered  to  the  bladder,  which  the  inciaion  com- 
pletely divided.  The  delivery  was  not  at  all  facilitated,  and 
the  attcudants  folt  themselves  compelled  to  perform  the  Ctesa- 
rcaa  operation.  The  infant  was  extracted,  dead  apparentlj 
for  some  time,  and  the  mother  immediately  expired."* 

Having  thus  finished  the  notice  which  I  proposed  to  take  of 
the  methods  which  have  been  resorted  to  for  criminally  pro- 
ducing abortion,  I  must  again  insist  upon  a  circumstance 
already  adverted  to,  but  which  cannot  be  too  often  repeated; 
and  this  is,  the  danger  which  necessarily  attends  the  life  of 
the  mother  in  every  attempt  of  this  sort.  Even  in  cases 
where  miscarriage  results  from  involuntary  causes,  and  where 
every  prudential  measure  has  been  adopted  for  obviating  its 
consequences,  it  is  well  known  that  the  mother  frequently 
falls  a  victim.  How  much  more  likely  is  this  to  be  the  result 
when  the  miscarriage  is  occasioned  by  great  and  unnatural 
violence  done  to  the  system,  and  that  too  under  circumstances 
which  generally  shut  out  the  wretched  sufferer  from  the  beue- 
6t  of  all  medical  succor !  Velpeau  states  that  ho  bad  a  female 
under  his  care,  who  produced  a  violent  abdominal  inflamma- 
tion by  taking  medicines  to  promote  abortion.  Slic  died  on 
the  eiglitb  day,  without  any  symptoms  of  abortion  having  ap- 
peared.t  There  is  another  circumstance  also  of  great  import- 
ance, which  should  not  be  forgotten.  It  has  happened  in  some 
instances,  that  wliile  the  mother  has  lost  her  hfe  in  attempting 
to  procure  a  miscarriage,  the  child  has  actually  been  bom 
alive  and  survived.  A  case  of  this  kind  was  witnessed  by 
Foder^  in  1791.  A  cook,  finding  herself  pregnant,  and  not 
being  longer  able  to  conceal  it,  obtained  half  an  ounce  of 
powdered  cantharides  and  mixed  it  with  an  ounce  of  sulphate 
of  magnesia,  and  took  them  down  in  order  to  produce  abor- 
tion. Some  hours  after,  she  was  s«ized  with  a  violent  colic, 
and  brought  forth  a  living  child,  in  the  most  horrible  pains. 
Daring  the  succeeding  night  she  died.J  If  these  facta  were 
Btore  generally  known,  I  suspect  the  attempts  at  abortion 
would  be  much  less  frequent  than  they  are  at  present.     With 


*  Lancel,  vol,  i 


.  p.  88.  t  S'eigs'  Telpeto,  p.  2 

I  Fodei^,  »ol.  i».  p.  486. 
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regard  to  the  acoessories  and  aooompUees  in  this  erimtift 
wonld  be  well  for  them  to  remember,  that  in  erery  ez|0» 
ment  of  thia  kind  which  they  make,  they  take  upon  ihemieliii 
the'  awful  responsibility  of  jeopardiidng  not  nmrdy  a  mf^ 
life,  but  two  liyes* 

It  results,  therefore,  from  what  has  been  said 
the  means  of  produdng  abortion, — 

1.  That  all  of  ihem  are  uncertain  in  their  opemti<m 
the  fodtus. 

2.  That  they  always  endanger  the  life  of  the  motfaar;  aai 
8.  That  they  sometimes  destroy  the  mother  withoat  afist^ 

ing  the  footus. 

[If  it  were  necessary  to  corroborate  this  opinion,  the  aiith» 
ity  of  almost  every  leading  obstetric  writer  might  be  quotdL 
Farr  says  the  life  of  the  mother,  as  well  as  that  of  the  ckili^ 
is  endangered."*"  Every  woman,  says  Bartley,t  who  Miemfk 
to  produce  abortion,  does  it  at  the  risk  of  her  life.  13ienii 
no  drug,  says  Male,  which  will  produce  it,  without  proibafal|f 
endangering  the  life  of  the  mother4  Abortion,  says  SaoAt 
is  highly  dangerous  to  the  mother.§  When  these  mediciBBi^ 
says  Bums,  produce  their  effect,  the  mother  can  seldom  sv- 
vive.ll] 

The  following  case  will  show  how  difficult  the  perpetn> 
tion  of  abortion  sometimes  is:  ^^A  young  woman,  sent 
months  gone  with  child,  had  employed  savine  and  other 
drugs,  with  a  view  to  produce  a  miscarriage.  As  thflia 
had  not  the  desired  effect,  a  strong  leather  strap  (the  thoag 
of  a  skate)  was  tightly  bound  round  her  body.  This,  U»f 
availing  nothing,  her  paramour,  according  to  his  own  confa- 
sion,  knelt  upon  her,  and  compressed  the  abdomen  with  all 
his  strength,  yet  neither  did  this  effect  the  desired  objeot 
The  man  now  trampled  on  the  girl's  person  while  she  lay  on 
her  back,  and  as  this  also  failed,  he  took  a  sharp-pointed  pair 
of  scissors,  and  proceeded  to  perforate  the  uterus  through  dtt 
vagina ;  much  pain  and  hemorrhage  ensued,  but  did  not  laM 

*  Fair,  Med.  Juris.,  p.  70.  f  Bartley  on  Forenaio  Med.,  p.  & 

X  Male,  Epitome  Juridical  Med.,  in  Cooper's  Tracts,  p.  208. 
{  Smith,  Forensic  Med.,  p.  206,  ||  Midwitey,  p.  288. 
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long.  The  woman's  hoalth  iJid  not  sufTev  in  the  least,  ind 
pretty  much  about  the  regular  timo  a  living  child  was  brought 
into  the  world  without  any  murks  of  external  injury  upon  it. 
It  died,  indeed,  four  days  afterwards,  hut  ita  death  could  not 
be  traced  to  the  violence  inflicted  ork  the  mother's  person;  all 
the  internal  organs  appeared  norma!  and  healthy."* 

Velpeau  makes  the  following  statement  in  relation  to  the 
consequences  of  using  instruments  to  procure  abortion : 
"Those  who  make  use  of  them  most  frequently  fail  in  attain- 
ing their  object,  and  succeed  only  in  seriously  injuring  the 
womb.  I  once  prescribed  for  a  female  in  whom  such  attempts 
had  brought  on  a  flooding,  which  conducted  her  to  the  verge 
of  the  grave ;  she  suffered  horribly  from  pain  in  the  interior 
of  the  pelvis  for  two  months,  notwithstanding  which  abortion 
did  not  take  place,  and  she  is  now  a  prey  to  a  lurgc  ulcer  of 
the  neck  of  the  worab.  I  opened  the  body  of  an  unhappy 
creature  who  suffered  from  like  attempts,  which  did  not  suc- 
ceed any  bettor  than  the  one  above  mentioned.  M.  Girard, 
of  Lyons,  mentions  a  similar  instance.  Very  recently,  also, 
(Oct.  1828,)  a  young  woman  who  became  pregnant  against  her 
wishes,  succeeded  by  such  manceuvres  only  in  producing  an 
organic  lesion  of  the  uterus,  which,  after  frightful  suffering, 
led  her  to  the  commission  of  suicide. "f 

II.  Of  the  involuntary  aau»e»  of  abortion.  Of  these  it  is 
not  necessary  to  say  much.  They  should  always,  however, 
be  kept  in  view  in  medico-legal  investigations  on  this  subject, 
BO  that  we  may  not  attribute  to  criminal  interference  what  is 
owing  to  some  morbid  derangement.  Diseases  of  various 
kinds,  as  rheumatism,  pleurisy,  smallpox,  typhus  and  yellow 
fevers,  scarlatina,  syphilis,  and  measles,  operating  on  a  system 
predisposed  by  nervous  irritability,  a  diseased  state  of  the 
nlcrus,  the  intemperate  use  of  spirituous  liquors,  irritation  of 
the  neighboring  organs,  from  costiveness,  tenesmus  of  dysen< 
tery,  hemorrhoids,  prolapsus  ani,  diarrhoea,  iucontinence  of 
iB,  the  irritation  produced  by  medicinoB,J  errors  in  regimen 

Prof««aDrWftga«r,  in  ilie  London  Medic&l  Quuierlj  Rst.,  tol.  ii.  p.  4S7. 

t  M<if9i'  TelpMU.  p.  2SS. 

X  Dr.  U«iieM  *U(ei  tlikt  he  baa  seen  two  cue*  of  pramature  labor  retnll- 
log,  •■  he  had  nuon  to  believe,  from  Ihe  action  of  bluMn,  (A  Treatise  on 
thf  Kmum  of  Female*,  p.  128.} 
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and  diety  violent  exercise,  as  in  waDdng,  dandng,  riding, 
ning,  etc.,  accidental  falls,  a  sadden  contortion  or  shock*  of 
the  body,  indulgence  of  any  riolent  passion  of  the  miiid, 
whether  joyful  or  sad,  the  relation  of  any  unexpected  intdi> 
gence,  a  great  noise,t  the  appearance  of  any  extraorffiniiy 
object,  previous  abortion,  fluor  albus,  excessiye  yeneiy,  a«i- 
dental  blows  on  the  abdomen,  the  death  of  the  foetus,  tiie  ii- 
tachment  of  the  placenta  over  the  os  uteri,  retroyersion  of  Ae 
womb,  hemorrhage,  from  whatever  source,  or  at  any  period; 
all,  or  any  of  these  causes  may  give  rise  to  abortion  withoift 
the  imputation  of  the  least  criminality  to  the  female. 

The  influence  of  the  passions  upon  the  uterine  functioDBii 
peculiarly  striking.  It  is  an  extraordinary  fact,  that  Ae 
melancholy  and  sadness  caused  by  some  great  evfl  which  is 
known  and  expected,  are  much  less  injurious  to  a  pregnnt 
woman  than  the  annunciation  of  some  important  good,  or  era 
a  trifling  misfortune  which  is  unexpected.  Foder^  relates  Ae 
case  of  some  pregnant  women,  who,  during  the  horrors  of  Ao 
French  revolution,  were  confined  in  dungeons,  and  condemel 
to  death;  their  execution  was,  however,  delayed  in  come- 
quence  of  the  peculiarity  of  their  situation.  Yet,  notviA- 
standing  the  actual  wretchedness  of  their  condition,  and  Ae 
more  terrible  anticipation  of  future  suffering,  they  went  on  to 


*  The  palling  of  a  tooth,  for  instance,  has  been  known  to  prodooe  aba^ 
tion.  (Burns  on  Abortion,  p.  64.) 

f  A  case,  in  which  a  ffreat  node,  as  a  cause  of  mlBcarriage  was  infoln^ 
was  tried  in  1809,  at  the  quarter  sessions  of  Franklin  County,  in  TtsBsfl- 
Tania.  The  indictment  charged  that  Taylor  (the  defendant)  anlawfil^ft 
ieeretfy,  and  maliciouslj,  with  force  and  arms,  broke  and  entered  at  nighil 
the  dwelling-houae  of  James  Strain,  with  intent  to  diatorb  the  peaoe  of  thi 
Commonwealth ;  and,  after  entering  the  house,  unlawfoOj,  willfullyi  is^ 
turbulentlj  nuide  a  grt(U  noite,  in  disturbance  of  the  peace  of  the  Commas- 
wealth,  and  did  greatly  misbehave  in  said  dweUing-bonse,  and  did  gnit^ 
firighten  and  alarm  the  wife  of  said  Strain,  whereby  she  migcarrud,  ete.  Thi 
offence  was  held  indictable  as  a  nUademeanar,  The  Jury  found  the  dflftB^w* 
guilty;  b)it  the  quarter  sessions  arrested  the  judgment^  upon  the  ffoai 
that  the  offence  charged  was  not  indictable.  The  supreme  court  decided  it 
this  case  that  the  judgment  should  be  reyersed,  and  the  quarter  noasirwii  mn 
directed  to  proceed  to  give  Judgment  against  the  defendant.  (Binnij'i  Be- 
ports,  ToL  T«  p.  277.) 
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the  full  time,  during  vhich  period  a  fortunate  change  in  the 
state  of  parties  rescued  them  from  unmerited  punishment.* 


Circumstantial  evidence.  In  concluding  the  subject  of 
foeticide,  I  shall  make  a  remark  or  two  upon  the  circumstan- 
tial evidence  which  may  be  adduced  to  prove  the  guilt  of  the 
accused.  With  regard  to  a  female  coneealing  her  pregnanctf, 
I  cannot  coneotve  with  what  justice  any  inference  can  be  drawn 
prejudicial  to  her  character.  If  her  pregnancy  be  the  result 
of  illicit  commerce,  it  is  perfectly  natural  that  she  should 
make  use  of  every  effort  to  conceal  her  disgrace  as  long  as 
possible.  The  mere  fact  of  concealment,  even  if  proved, 
ought  to  bo  considered  as  no  evidence  whatever  of  her  guilt. 

If  she  has  been  known  to  apply  frequently  to  the  same,  or 
to  different  physicians,  to  be  bled,  especially  in  the  foot,  if  she 
has  endeavored  to  procure  any  of  the  medicines  usually  given 
to  produce  this  effect,  if  any  are  found  in  her  possession,  or  if 
she  can  be  convicted  of  actually  taking  them,  without  medical 
advice,  we  have  then  the  strongest  circumstantial  evidence 
which  the  nature  of  the  civ.se  admits  of,  to  pronounce  her  in- 
tention to  have  been  criminal.  Those  are  circumatancca,  how- 
ever, which  do  not  strictly  come  under  the  cognizance  of  the 
professional  witness  ;  they  are  matters  of  fact,  which  must  be 
decided  upon  from  the  testimony  which  may  be  offered  by  the 
other  witnesses  cited  to  appear  ia  the  case. 


,  0/  the  murder  of  the  child  after  it  la  bom,  with  an  ac- 
\  munt  of  its  various  proofs  and  modes  of  perpetration, 

^Xa  every  case  ia  which  an  infunt  is  found  dead,  and  becomeB 
Ifiabject  of  judicial  investigation,  the  great  questions  which 
lent  theroselvcE  for  in<iuiry,  are, — 
.  What  is  the  age  of  the  child  ? 
.  Was  the  child  born  alive  ?  i 


•  Foderi,  toI.  it.  p.  122. 
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8.  If  bom  alive,  how  long  had  it  lived  ? 

4.  If  born  alive,  by  what  means  did  it  come  to  its  death  ? 

Having  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  death  of  the  child 
is  owing  to  violence,  it  is  next  to  be  ascertained  who  the  per- 
petrator of  it  is.  Should  suspicion  light  upon  a  female,  as 
being  the  mother  of  it,  the  questions  to  be  determined  con- 
cerning her,  are, — 

1.  Whether  she  has  been  delivered  of  a  child  ?     And 

2.  Whether  the  signs  of  delivery  correspond  as  to  time,  etc 
with  the  appearances  observed  on  the  child  ? 

These  are  the  only  points  upon  which  the  professional  wit- 
ness can  be  called  to  give  his  testimony,  and  to  the  considera- 
tion of  these  I  shall  accordingly  confine  myself. 

Quest.  I.   What  is  the  age  of  the  child  f 

The  importance  of  determining  the  age  or  degree  of  matu- 
rity of  the  child  is  so  evident  as  to  need  no  discussion.  In 
all  coses,  therefore,  it  should  be  particularly  investigated. 
For  the  necessary  information  on  this  subject,  see  chap.  viL 
part  ii. 

Quest.  II.   Was  the  child  bom  alive  ? 

There  are  two  ways  in  which  a  child  may  be  bom  alive.  1. 
It  may  be  bom,  the  cord  may  be  pulsating,  showing  that  it  is 
alive,  and  yet  it  may  not  respire.  In  this  state  it  may  con- 
tinue for  a  sufficient  length  of  time  to  die  from  natural  causes, 
or  in  consequence  of  criminal  interference,  before  respiration 
has  commenced.  2.  It  may  be  born  and  respire.  The  ques- 
tion, therefore,  as  to  the  child's  having  been  bom  alive,  may 
present  itself  in  either  of  these  forms,  and  requires  investiga- 
tion. 

1.  Of  the  child  born  alive  but  not  respiring. 

It  must  be  evident  that  when  a  child  is  born  alive,  but  has 
not  yet  respired,  its  condition  is  precisely  like  that  of  the 
foetus  in  utero.  It  lives  merely  because  the  foetal  circnladon 
is  still  going  on.  In  this  case  none  of  the  organs  undergo 
any  changes.     The  lungs  remain  as  they  are  in  the  fcetus,  and 
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B  orgoTie  circulating  the  blood  are  in  the  eame  state.  If, 
erefore,  it  die  before  respiration  coiamences,  there  are  no 
ingea  which  have  taken  place  by  which  the  fact  of  provioua 
taXity  could  be  established.  This  simple  view  shows  how  im- 
sible  it  would  be  to  prove  that  a  child  had  been  born  alive, 
Icpendcntly  of  respiration.  In  cases  where  wounds  and 
ihyinoses  are  found  on  the  body  of  the  child,  indirect  evi- 
migbt  be  obtained  from  this  source  as  to  the  existcnoe 
(life  at  the  time  they  were  received.  An  interesting  case  of 
Us  kind  is  recorded  by  Devcrgie,  an  account  of  which  will  be 
md  in  a  sabsequcnt  part  of  this  chapter,  under  the  head  of 
Examinations  and  Reports."  At  best,  however,  this  couldj 
ply  apply  to  a  very  few  cases.  Where  this  kind  of  proof  is 
"  lent,  we  have  no  means  of  deciding  the  question, 
b2.  Of  the  child  born  alive  and  respiring. 
■  Here  respiration  constitutes  the  test  of  a,  child's  having 
i  born  alive,  and  the  great  point,  therefore,  to  bo  settled 
k  whether  the  child  hat  respired.  The  proofs  by  which  thia 
0  be  established  are  all  deduced  from  certain  changes  which 
ifce  place  in  the  syetcm  as  soon  as  the  vital  process  of  respi* 
ration  commences.  These  changes  show  themselves,  not  merely 
in  the  lungs,  but  in  various  other  parts  of  the  system;  and  it 
is  only  by  examining  them  in  an  extended  way  that  we  can 
arrive  at  just  and  satisfactory  conclusions. 

Those  may  be  conveniently  divided  into  three  Bections,viz.:^ 

tl.  Proofs  derived  from  the  respiratory  organs. 
8.  Proofs  derived  from  the  circulating  organs. 
B.  Proofs  derived  from  the  abdominal  organs. 


fProo/a  of  a 


^Tiild  having  respired,  drawn  fro 
tory  organi. 


I  the  respira' 


The  pointa  here  to  be  investigated  arc  the  following ;  th» 
general  configuration  and  size  of  the  thorax;  the  situation  of 
t  lungs,  their  volume,  their  shape,  their  color,  their  consitr 
f  or  dentity,  their  absolute  weiijht,  their  specific  gravity. 
"here  are  three  conditions  in  which  the  now-born  child 
J  be  found.    It  may  Lave  respired  perfectly.    It  may  have 
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respired  imperfectly.  It  may  not  have  respired  at  all.  It  is 
with  reference  to  these  three  conditions  that  the  foregoing 
points  are  to  he  examined. 

1.  The  size  and  configuration  of  the  thorax.  If  the  thorax 
of  a  child  which  has  never  respired  be  examined,  it  will  be 
found  narrow  and  flattened.  On  opening  into  it  also,  the 
general  size  of  the  cavity  will  be  found  small,  and  the  dia- 
phragm rising  into  it  highly  arched.  In  a  child  which  has 
fully  respired,  on  the  contrary,  the  thorax  externally  will  be 
found  broad  and  rounded,  while  the  internal  cavity  will  be  en- 
larged in  all  directions.  The  diaphragm,  too,  will  be  much 
less  arched.  In  cases  where  the  respiration  has  been  less  per- 
fect, all  these  changes  will  of  course  be  less  marked.  As  the 
ideas  connected  with  the  terms  jlat  and  arched,  9mall  and 
large^  are,  in  these  cases,  in  a  great  measure  only  relative 
and  arbitrary,  it  was  suggested  by  Daniel,  for  the  purpose  of 
greater  accuracy,  that  the  chests  of  a  number  of  infants  should 
be  subjected  to  measurement,  in  order  to  establish  a  standard 
of  size  both  before  and  after  respiration.  With  this  view,  he 
proposed  that  the  circumference  of  the  thorax  should  first  be 
measured  by  a  cord;  then  the  height  of  it  should  be  taken 
posteriorly,  measuring  along  the  dorsal  vertebrae ;  and  finally 
its  depth,  by  taking  the  distance  from  the  vertebrae  to  the 
sternum.  Another  mode  is  simply  to  measure  the  diameter  of 
the  thorax  from  one  hypochondrium  to  the  other,  and  from 
the  sternum  to  the  vertebrae.  It  must  be  evident,  however, 
that  such  measurements  must  be  very  uncertain  in  their  results, 
owing  to  a  great  variety  of  unavoidable  causes,  such  as  difier- 
ences  in  the  natural  size  of  the  child,  etc. ;  and,  therefore,  the 
inferences  drawn  from  them  must  inevitably  lead,  in  many 
cases,  to  erroneous  decisions.  It  is  to  be  recollected  that  the 
thorax  of  a  child  is  large  or  small,  not  so  much  according  to 
its  own  actual  size,  as  it  is  in  proportion  to  the  size  of  the 
child  itself.  For  instance,  in  the  body  of  a  very  small  child 
the  thorax  may,  nevertheless,  be  justly  considered  large^ 
although  much  inferior  in  size  to  that  of  a  child  much  larger. 
Hence  any  opinion  formed  from  an  examination  and  com- 
parison of  the  thorax  of  difierent  children  must  be  exceedingly 
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mhtful  and  tmcertain.     The  beat  way,  after  all,  perhaps,  is 

i  trust  Bimplj  to  ocular  inspection.     A  little  experience  ia 

mmining  the  appearance  of  different  subjects  will  much  better 

table  a  person  to  decide  correctly,  than  by  any  fixed  standard 

F  meaeureuient.     With  regard  to  the  size  of  the  thorax  as  a 

iSga  of  respiration  or  non-respiration,  taken  by  itself  it  is  not 

of  much  value.     It  is  only  in  connection  with  other  signs  that 

it  is  of  importance. 

'    2.  The  Bituation  of  the  lun^».     Anterior  to  respiration,  the 

Hkngs  occupy  a  small  space  at  the  upper  and  posterior  partB 

Ttf  the  thorax,  leaving  tlie  pericardium  and  diaphragm  almost 

entirely  and  sometimes  entirely  uncovered.    If  only  imperfect 

respiration  has  taken  place,  the  lungs  will  be  found  occupying 

the  lateral  portions  of  the  thorax  also.     If  the  respiration  has 

been  complete,  and  especially  if  it  has  been  established  for  a 

certain  length  of  lime,  they  will  cover  almost  entirely  the  peri* 

cardiam  as  well  as  the  arch  of  the  diaphragm.    Although  soma 

bree  or  four  cases  are  recorded  by  Schmitt,*  which  tend  to 

kken  somewhat  the  force  of  this  sign,  yet,  in  general,  it  is 

B  of  considerable  value.    Like  the  preceding,  however,  it  is 

sot  to  be  depended  upon,  except  in  connection  with  others. 

S.  The  volume  of  the  lunga.  In  the  foetal  state,  the 
longs  are  comparatively  small.  Aa  soon  as  respiration  is 
esublished  they  become  disteuded  with  air,  and,  of  course, 
tDcrcased  in  volume.  The  degree  in  which  this  takes  place 
will  vary,  as  the  respiration  has  been  more  or  less  perfect. 
For  the  purpose  of  rendering  this  test  more  accurate  and 
araitable,  various  modes  have  been  proposed  to  ascertain  the 
exact  increase  of  volume  of  the  lungs  in  consequence  of  respi' 
ration.  The  only  one  which  I  shall  notice  is  that  proposed  by 
Daniel. 

DanifVa  mode.  This  is  founded  upon  the  principle,  thai 
every  solid  body  plunged  into  a  liquid  displaces  as  much  of 
tbat  liquid  as  the  space  which  it  occupies.  If,  then,  a  solid 
"  »dy  be  plunged  into  a  vessel  of  water,  it  will  cause  the  water 
prise  in  the  vessel  just  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  which  ts 
{placed.    It  is  npon  this  principle  that  Daniel  proposed  that 
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experiments  should  be  made  upon  longs  that  had  not 
as  well  as  those  which  had  respired,  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining the  different  heights  to  which  the  water  woold  rise. 
In  the  case  of  lungs  which  had  respired,  it  is  erident  thai 
these  organs  would  not  sink.  To  obviate  this  difficulty,  he 
recommends  that  they  be  placed  in  a  wire  basket,  the  volume 
of  which  is  known,  and  which  may  afterwards  be  deducted 
from  the  volume  of  the  lungs.*  With  regard  to  this  test,  how- 
ever, it  does  not  appear  that  any  conclusions  can  be  drawn 
from  the  absolute  volume  of  the  lungs  which  can  be  depended 
upon  with  any  degree  of  certainty.  The  best  mode  of  judging 
of  the  volume  of  the  lungs  is  by  the  space  which  they  occupy 
in  the  chest  and  by  their  relative  situation  to  the  pericardium 
and  diaphragm. 

4.  Shape  of  the  lungs.  In  this  respect,  a  striking  change 
takes  place  in  some  portions  of  the  lungs,  in  consequence  of 
respiration.  In  the  foetal  state,  the  edges  of  the  lungs  are 
sharp,  and  the  lower  margin  of  the  left  upper  and  right  middle 
lobes  pointed.  After  respiration  has  taken  place,  the  edges 
of  the  lungs  become  rounded,  while  the  margins  of  the  left 
upper  and  right  middle  lobes  become  obtuse.  The  degree  in 
which  these  changes  take  place  differs  as  the  respiration  has 
been  more  or  less  perfect. 

5.  Color  of  the  lungs.  In  the  foetus  the  color  of  the  lungs 
is  of  a  brownish-redy  resembling  very  much  the  color  of  the 
liver  in  the  adult  and  of  the  thymus  gland  in  the  foetus.  The 
resemblance  in  color  between  the  foetal  lungs  and  the  thymus 
gland  is  important,  as  it  furnishes  an  immediate  standard  of 
comparison.  After  perfect  respiration  has  taken  place,  the 
lungs  assume  a  pale-red  or  pink  color.  Where  the  respiration 
has  only  been  imperfect,  some  portions  will  be  found  of  a 
brownish-red,  while  others  will  be  pink.  In  appreciating  the 
value  of  this  test,  it  is  to  be  recollected  that  a  number  of 
causes,  besides  the  presence  or  absence  of  respiration,  may 
modify  the  color  of  the  lungs.  In  the  first  place,  artificial 
inflation  changes  the  color  of  the  lungs.  The  changes  pro- 
duced in  the  color  of  the  lungs  by  artificial  inflation  vaiy 

*  Diet,  des  Soien.  do  Hed. ;  Western  Medioal  Reporter,  toL  L  p.  822. 
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1  the  manner  in  whieli  the  proccsa  is  performed.     If  the 

mga  of  a  child,  which  has  nerer  respired,  be  taken  out  of  the 

t  and  separated,  and  a  email  quill  introduced  into  one  of 

3  bronchial  tabes,  these  organs  can  be  very  easily  and  fnllj 

iflatcd,  and  they  then  assume  a  uniformly  bright-red  appear- 

If,  however,  air  be  merely  introduced  in  the  ordinary 

J  in  which  it  is  practiced  for  the  purpose  of  resuEcitating  a 

did,  by  blowing  with  the  mouth,  then  the  inflation  of  the 

ingH  is  very  imperfect,  and  the  change  of  color  is  only  par- 

ftl,  corresponding  with  the  parts  of  the  lungs  which  had  been 

^rmcated  by  air.     With  regard  to  the  exact  color  produced 

'  artificial   inflation,  expcrimonterB   differ.     According   to 

it,  if  any  change  of  color  is  produced,  it  is  only  a  pale  or 

rayish-red.*     Devergie  says  it  is  white,  while  Mr.  Jennings 

9  that  it  causes  the  scarlet  tint  of  respiration.     Whichever 

heso  opinions  may  be  nearest  the  truth,  one  thing  b  cer- 

,  that  the  change  of  color  produced  by  artificial  inflation 

Saipproxi mates  sufGciently  near  to  that  of  respiration  to  render 

iny  distinctions  of  color  of  little  value.     There  is  one  point, 

lowever,  of  importance,  in  connection  with  the  color  of  the 

^,  which  may  aid  in  diseriminating  between  artificial  inflO' 

1  and  perfect  respiration,  and  that  is,  the  extent  to  which 

i  change  of  color  has  gone.     As  already  stated,  in  cases 

f  •rtificial  inflation  the  change  of  color  is  only  in  portions 

■  the  lungs.     Where  respiration  has  been  perfect,  on  the 

■  hand,  there  is  a  general  change  of  color  in  the  whole 

e  lungs.     Between  artificial  inflation  and  perfect  reepiro- 

in,  this,  then,  would  furnish  a  ground  of  distinction.     Be- 

1  artificial  inflation  and  imperfect  respiration,  this  would 

B  of  no  avail.     In  both,  the  nir  has  only  partially  pervaded 

Ibe  luDgs,  and  of  courso  the  change  of  color  in  both  would  he 

f  partial.     The  mere  color  of  the  lunge,  then,  would  fail 

jw  whether  it  was  owing  to  imperfect  respiration  or  inflo* 

Other  tests  would  have  to  be  depended  on.     In  the 

jond  place,  disease  may  modify  the  color  of  the  lungs.    Thofl, 

r  example,  where  new-born  infants  die  from  sanguineous  en- 


*  Edinburgh  Med,  and  Surg.  JoumikL 


600  INFANTIOIDB. 

gorgements  of  these  organs,  notwithstanding  respiration  may 
have  been  perfectly  established,  the  color  differs  in  various 
degrees  from  that  produced  by  respiration  in  healthy  longs. 
Lastly,  the  action  of  the  atmosphere  upon  the  lungs  changes 
their  color.  On  opening  the  chest  of  a  still-bom  child,  it  will 
be  found  that  the  lungs  will  speedily  assume  a  much  brighter 
color.  From  all  this,  it  is  apparent  that  observations  on  the 
color  of  the  lungs  must  be  made  with  great  caution,  and  the 
necessary  discrimination  made  between  the  various  causes 
which  may  have  exerted  an  influence  in  modifying  it. 

Like  the  other  signs  of  respiration,  the  color  of  the  lungs 
cannot  be  depended  upon  by  itself.  It  must  always  be  taken 
in  connection  with  the  other  signs. 

6.  Consistence  or  density  of  the  lungs.  In  the  foetal  state 
the  lungs  are  dense,  resembling  liver.  On  pressure,  or  when 
cut  into,  they  do  not  crepitate.  After  perfect  respiration, 
they  become  soft  and  spongy — air-bubbles  may  be  squeezed 
out  of  them,  and  when  pressed  or  cut  into  they  give  out  a 
crepitus.  When  the  respiration  has  been  less  perfect,  some 
portions  will  be  found  dense,  while  others  will  be  spongy  and 
crepitant.  This  is  a  valuable  and  striking  test.  The  only 
serious  objection  to  it  is,  that  artificial  inflation  produces  pre- 
cisely the  same  change  in  the  lungs.  The  modes  of  distin- 
guishing between  these  two  will  be  noticed  under  the  head  of 
the  Hydrostatic  test. 

7.  The  absolute  toeight  of  the  lungs.  From  the  peculiarity 
of  the  vascular  system  in  the  foetus,  only  a  small  portion  of 
the  blood  goes  the  round  of  pulmonary  circulation,  the  greater 
part  passing  through  the  foramen  ovale  and  the  ductus  arteri- 
osus. As  soon,  however,  as  respiration  is  established,  the 
whole  mass  of  blood  passes  through  the  lungs.  It  is  evident, 
then,  that  the  weight  of  the  lungs  must  be  increased  in  conse- 
quence of  respiration,  and  the  increase  of  weight  will  be  just 
in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  blood  which  has  been  thus 
introduced  into  these  organs. 

Upon  this  is  founded  what  is  generally  known  as  the  Static 
test.  To  render  this  test  available,  it  is  obvious  that  some 
standard  weight  of  the  lungs  in  the  two  states  must  be  fixed 
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»n,  otherwise  no  concluaions  conld  safely  Ije  drawn  in  any 
lividual  case.  For  this  purpose,  two  modes  have  been  pro- 
red.  The  first  is  to  compare  the  weight  of  the  longs  with 
fte  weight  of  the  body  of  the  child.  This  is  what  is  commonly 
Bed  Ploucqnet's  test.  The  seconiJ  is  to  take  the  average 
tual  weight  of  a  certain  number  of  lungs,  both  in  the  fcetEil 
tote  and  after  respiration  is  established. 
First  form  of  the  Static  test.  This  was  announced  in  1782, 
by  M.  Ploncqnet,  and  is  founded  oo  the  fact  above  stated,  that 
the  lungs  become  heavier  than  anterior  to  respiration.  As  the 
,  v^gbt  of  the  body  of  the  child  cannot  undergo  any  change, 
►  enggested  that  a  comparison  of  the  weight  of  the  body  of 
e  child  with  the  weight  of  its  lungs,  would  furnish  a  teat  by 
^  iriiich  to  determine  whether  it  had  respired  or  not.  From  the 
few  observations  which  he  made,  he  came  to  the  conclusion 
that,  where  respiration  had  not  taken  place,  the  proportion 

Ereen  the  weight  of  the  lungs  and  that  of  the  body  was  as 
70;  while  on  the  other  hand,  where  respiration  had  taken 
e,  it  was  aa  1  to  35;  or,  in  other  words,  that  the  weight  of 
lungs  was  doubled  in  conscqiictice  of  respiration.  A  test 
eautiful  as  this,  and  foimded  apparently  upon  principles  so 
f  physiological,  it  was  hoped  would  aid,  very  materially,  In 
solving  this  important  qucstiuu.  Numerous  experiments  and 
observations  were  accordingly  made  to  teat  its  accuracy  in 
actual  practice;  and  the  result  has  been,  that  while  some 
appreciate  it  very  highly,  by  others  it  is  viewed  as  altogether 
QDcertain.  In  ten  cases  which  I  have  examined,  the  propor^ 
lions  are  aa  follows: — 

I 

Kow  the  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  these  observations  are 
manifestly  adverse  to  the  accuracy  of  this  test.     Taking  the 
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indiyidual  cases,  there  is  not  a  single  one  of  those  which  had 
not  respired  which  reach  the  proportions  laid  down  by  Plonc- 
quet;  while  in  the  same  list,  cases  2  and  4  are  very  nearly 
the  proportions  laid  down  for  children  that  have  respired,  tf 
we  take  the  general  averages,  too,  of  the  cases,  we  find  that 
they  do  not  correspond  with  the  proportions  suggested  by 
Ploucquet. 

Since  the  time  of  Ploncqnet,  a  great  number  of  observa- 
tions have  been  made  by  other  persons,  and  as  the  result,  they 
have  all  fixed  upon  difi*erent  proportions.  The  following  are 
some  of  them : — 

Before  resplntioii.  After  reqtintloo. 

8chmitt„ 1  :  52  1  :  42 

Chaussier 1  :  49  1  :  89 

Deyergie 1  :  60  1  :  45 

These,  as  being  deduced  from  a  large  number  of  cases, 
come  nearer  the  true  proportions  than  those  of  Ploucquet, 
and  correspond  more  nearly  with  my  own  observations.  Still, 
however,  it  is  to  be  recollected  that  they  are  mere  average 
numbers,  and  therefore  do  not  meet  the  circumstances  of  indi- 
vidual cases,  which  of  course  they  ought  to  do,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  rendering  them  practically  available.  It  may  be 
asked,  then,  is  this  test  to  be  rejected  altogether?  As  in- 
fallible, certainly.  Yet  it  may  furnish  corroborative  pooo^ 
and  should,  therefore,  never  be  neglected.  When  taken  in 
connection  with  the  other  signs,  it  may  aid  very  materially  in 
coming  to  a  correct  conclusion. 

Second  form  of  the  Static  test.  By  some  it  has  been  sup- 
posed that  the  actual  weight  of  the  lungs  would  furnish  another 
criterion  of  the  fact  of  respiration  having  taken  place.  Ac- 
cordingly, an  average  weight  of  1000  grains  has  been  pro- 
posed for  the  lungs  of  a  child  which  has  respired,  and  600 
grains  for  those  of  a  child  which  has  not  respired.  A  mo- 
ment's reflection,  however,  must  convince  us  that  this  is  still 
more  uncertain  than  the  test  of  Ploucquet.  Children  bom  at 
the  full  time,  we  know,  difier  greatly  in  their  weight,  and  of 
course  there  must  be  a  corresponding  difference  in  the  weight 
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of  the  lungs.  I  have  knovn  a  child  born  at  the  full  time, 
health;  and  perfect  in  every  respect,  and  yet  weigh  only  four 
pounds,  vhilo  children  weighing  eight,  nine,  and  ten  pounds, 
are  by  no  moans  uncommon.  The  lunge,  therefore,  of  a  child 
wliich  had  not  respired,  of  nine  pounds,  would  probably  weigh 
more  than  those  of  a  child  of  four  pounds,  which  had  respired, 
and  Bucli  has  been  found  to  be  the  case  by  actual  observation, 
in  the  coses  which  I  have  examined,  the  following  were  the 
'hta:— 


r 


.  G40  grnlnt. 


ATtrage... 


An  analysis  of  these  weights  will  show  at  once  how  falla- 
cious this  test  must  be.  We  have  here,  in  three  cases  before 
respiration  took  place,  the  lungs  weighing  more  than  in  those 
which  had  respired,  while  the  general  average  weight  is  greater 
t  those  which  had  not  respired — just  the  reverse  of  what  it 
jht  to  be  according  to  this  test,* 
rS,  Specific  gravity  of  the  lungB.  It  is  to  Galen  that  we  are 
1  for  the  first  notice  of  the  fact  that  the  lungs  are  ren- 


w  degree  of  uncerlsintj  banglns  arDund  the  teat  of  Plouoqnet, 
■  inelined  to  believe  th&I  t  more  definite  prnponion  might  ciist 
e  weight  of  the  htart  and  (he  limgi.  and  that  t\i\i  miglit  sorTO  W 
a  leit  )n  these  canes.  He  immediatel;  put  it  to  the  Irial  of  eipcriment. 
For  this  purpoBC,  he  look  out  the  heart  and  lunga  rroca  a  number  of  fostuBes, 
hanug  preTiouat;  out  off  the  veoie  auirie  and  pulmoaory  veias,  aa  well  ■■ 
the  jiuIiuoDarji  arlerj  and  aorta,  as  near  as  posaiblo  to  these  organa.  lie 
then  opened  into  the  heart,  to  let  out  all  the  blood  vhirh  it  contained.  After 
I  -washed  them,  he  weighed  then  scparaielj.  Ai  the  result  of 
I.  OrfiU  drew  the  ooDclusian.  that  llie  relaliie  ptoporUun 
(eight  of  the  heart  and  the  lunge  was  too  inaonatont  and 
n  1«  draw  an;  just  iufcrenoea  as  to  Iho  fact  of  rcHpiration  haTlng 
\  (Le9ons  de  Mf  Jccine  L^gole,  toL  i.  p.  84U;  second  edition.) 
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dered  specifically  lighter  in  consequence  of  respiration.*  The 
knowledge  of  this  fact  was  not^  however^  applied  to  the  por* 
poses  of  forensic  medicine  until  after  the  lapse  of  several  cen- 
turies. ZacchiaSy  who  flourished  in  the  beginning  of  the  seven- 
teenth century,  and  who  may  be  styled  the  father  of  forensio 
medicine,  passes  it  over  in  silence,  and  it  was  not  until  the 
year  1682  that  it  was  first  applied  by  Schreyer  as  a  test  in 
cases  of  child-murder.  The  principle  upon  which  this  test  is 
founded,  is  the  difierence  produced  in  the  specific  gravity  of 
the  lungs,  in  consequence  of  the  introduction  of  air  into  them. 
In  the  whole  range  of  medico-legal  investigations,  there  is 
none  more  important,  and  at  the  same  time  more  difficult, 
than  that  which  relates  to  the  validity  of  this  test  as  a  proof 
of  respiration.  From  the  time  of  its  first  promulgation,  it  has 
divided  the  opinions  of  medical  jurists,  and  even  at  the  pre- 
sent day  it  still  remains  a  subject  of  controversy.  When  it  is 
recollected  how  great  and  just  an  importance  has  been  attached 
to  it  in  trials  for  child-murder,  and  how  embarrassing  to  courts 
and  to  juries  have  been  the  contradictory  sentiments  advanced 
concerning  it  by  medical  witnesses,  the  propriety  of  a  full  in- 
vestigation of  the  subject  cannot  be  questioned. 

For  the  purpose  of  rendering  the  discussion  of  it  as  distmol 
as  possible,  I  shall  first  state  the  general  facts  upon  which  the 
test  is  founded,  and  then  consider  the  various  objections  to 
which  it  is  liable. 

Hydrostatic  test. 

On  putting  the  lungs  of  a  still-born  child  into  water,  it  will 
be  found  that  they  sink  rapidly  to  the  bottom  of  the  fluid.  On 
the  other  hand,  if  the  lungs  of  a  child  which  has  breathed  per- 
fectly be  put  into  water,  they  will  be  found  to  float  high  in 
that  fluid.  If  the  breathing  has  only  be^n  imperfect,  the 
lungs  will  float  or  sink,  according  as  a  greater  or  less  portion 
of  these  organs  has  been  penetrated  by  air.  On  cutting  the 
lungs  into  pieces,  those  portions  into  which  air  has  been  intra- 
duced  will  float,  while  the  rest  will  sink. 


*  Opera  Galeni  de  usa  Part.,  lib.  xt.  cap.  6,  pp.  145, 14A. 
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From  these  facts  the  general  conclusions  are,  that  when  the 
langa  float,  the  child  has  respired,  when  they  sink,  that  the 
child  has  not  respired,  when  portions  of  the  lungs  only  float, 
that  tbo  respiration  has  been  partial  and  imperfect. 

Let  na  now  sc-e  whether  it  is  safe  to  trust  to  the  evidence 
furnished  by  this  test,  by  considering  the  different  objections 
which  have  been  urged  against  it.  These  are  twofold;  for, 
it  is  claimed — Fint,  that  the  lunga  may  float,  though  the 
child  has  not  respired;  and  Mecond,  the  lungs  may  sink  in 
water,  and  yet  the  child  have  respired. 


Ohjectioni  agairtit  the  Hydrottatic  tett,  on  the  ground  that  the 
lungs  may  float,  and  yet  the  child  have  not  reipired. 

Obj.  1.  A  child  may  not  have  resph-ed,  and  yet  the  lungs 
may  float  in  water  from  hnving  undergone  putrefaction. 

Strange  as  it  may  appear,  it  has  nevertheless  been  a  sub- 
ject much  debated,  what  the  effects  of  putrefaction  are  upon 
longs  that  have  never  respired;  some  asserting  that  it  renders 
them  specifically  heavier  than  water,  while  others  of  equal  re- 
spectability maintain  a  contrary  opinion.  Both  partios  adduce 
experiments  in  proof  of  their  particular  assertions.  The  most 
accurate,  I  believe,  wore  those  performed  by  Mayer,  and  aa 
they  place  this  subject  in  a  very  just  point  of  view,  and  relieve 
it  of  much  of  the  obscurity  in  which  it  baa  been  involved,  it 
may  not  be  improper  to  present  a  summary  of  hts  observa- 
tions. From  a  very  extended  series  of  experiments  continued 
doling  a  number  of  years,  and  executed  with  great  earo  and 
precision,  Mayer  found,  on  putting  into  water  the  lungs  of 
still-born  children,  that  they  sunk  to  the  bottom.  After  an 
int«rTal  of  two  or  three  days,  the  water  in  which  they  were 
left  became  turbid,  the  lungs  changed  in  color  and  increased 
in  volume ;  here  and  there  an  air  bubble  arose  to  the  surface 
of  the  water,  and  at  the  same  time  a  putrid  odor  became  per- 
ceptible. All  these  appearances  continued  to  increase  daily 
tmtil  the  sixth,  seventh,  or,  at  the  latest,  the  eighth  day,  when 
tiie  lungs,  both  entire  and  cut  into  pieces,  floated  in  the  water 
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in  which  they  became  putrid.  On  transfemng  the  longs  to 
Tessek  containing  clean  water,  they  sdll  oontinned  to  imt, 
although  on  the  slightest  compression  they  instantly  sank. 
Longs  placed  in  water,  and  exposed  to  the  rays  of  the  am, 
swam  on  the  sixth  day.  If  they  were  soffered  to  potiefy 
where  there  was  a  free  current  of  air,  they  rarely  floated  be- 
fore the  tenth  or  eleyenth  day.  After  the  longs  had  onee 
floated  they  remained  in  that  state,  emitting  dafly  a  more 
offensive  odor,  and  acquiring  an  increased  Tolome,  until  the 
twenty-first,  or  at  the  latest,  the  thirty-fifth  day.  Aft«r  that 
period  they  gradually  sunk  down,  without  a  single  exception, 
to  the  bottom  of  the  Tessel,  nor  did  they  afterwards  betray 
any  disposition  to  float,  although  kept  for  seven  weeks^  and  in 
some  instances  a  much  greater  length  of  time.^ 

The  foregoing  experiments  were  made  in  the  nnrntk  of 
August.  The  lungs,  both  entire  and  cot  into  sections,  were 
immersed  in  pure  water,  and  contained  in  vessels  convenient 
and  capacious.  In  short,  every  precaution  seems  to  have  been 
scrupulously  observed  to  render  the  experiments  accorate  and 
satisfactory. 

My  own  experiments  on  this  subject,  althoogh  not  nome- 
roos,  go  to  confirm,  in  every  essential  point,  those  which  have 
been  detailed.t  I  will  merely  sute  that  I  found  a  great  diflEer- 
ence  in  the  length  of  time  which  the  lungs  took  to  float|  ac- 
cording to  the  season  of  the  year.  In  the  month  of  Angosli 
exposed  to  the  rays  of  an  intense  son,  they  floated  in  less  than 


*  MsTtf.  in  Sehl^«rs  Coliectio  OpMvcIonim  Sdenomm  ad 
Forens^m  Spectftntiusi.  roL  L  pp.  202.  2«>S,  '2^L 

f  Recenr.T  some  experimeiiTf  on  tliis  subject  h%rt  been  reported  bj  Pkit 
Grci5««  of  CincinnitL  In  tbe  month  of  Ju!t.  ke  placed  the  ri^t  hiBf  of  t 
Ai!2-b:m  infant  in  &n  open  glass  reswl.  exp^sipd  to  xbe  mjt  of  aa  uMm^ 
koi  sun.  At  tbe  end  of  tventT-foor  bears,  it  waj  found  to  swim  oa  tbo  WB' 
face.  Tbe  vkole  or{:an  va<  exp«An-icd  snd  offeaexre.  mad  tlie  mr&etW 
coTored  wiih.  air  bubbles.  A:  itt  end  of  serenir  boors  it  itiU  foaled  biA 
in  tbe  wa:er  in  vhieb  it  was  cripnal.T  icmened  and  in  tbe  dear  fluid.  Iki 
left  Icnp,  taken  fri>=i  tbe  sase  clild.  vas  kept  for  tventx-lbar  boon  h  i 
dnr  glass  ressel  and  ibca  placed  in  rain  vatcr.  In  t vearr-fbor  boon  all^ 
vazds  it  f  oatcd.  See  an  able  reriev  of  tbe  Elemenu  of  Med.  Jarisfn- 
dence,  br  Prol  Grocs.  in  tbe  Western  Joizmal  of  Med.  aad  Pbji. 
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■Dty-four  hours,  wtile  in  the  month  of  April  they  took  be- 
two  and  three  weeks. 

it  shoulil  be  objected  to  these  experiments  that  they  are 
satisfactory,  because  the  lungs  were  separated  from  the 

It  of  the  body,  it  will  obviate  every  difficulty  to  state  a  case 

which  the  same  result  was  observed  in  lungs  which  had  not 
taken  out  of  the  chest  until  after  they  had  become  putrid. 
ie  of  this  kind  ia  related  in  which  a  child  was  still-born, 
and  had  become  putriil  before  it  wae  examined.  On  dissection, 
its  vessels  wore  found  full  of  air,  and  vesicles  distended  with 
air  were  seen  on  the  surface  of  the  lungs.  On  putting  these 
organs  into  water  they  floated.* 

From  the  foregoing  experunenta  it  thus  appears  that  in  the 

ineipient  stage  of  putrefaction,  lungs  that  have  never  respired 

~"  float  in  water;  whereas  they  will  sink  if  it  has  continued 

ig  enough  to  completely  destroy  their  organization,  and  thus 

:tricat«  the  air  contained  in  them.  These  results  have  beoa 
corroborated  by  numerous  other  observations  and  experiments, 
and  their  truth  cannot  be  doubted.  It  seems  singular,  indeed, 
that  they  should  ever  have  been  questioned,  when  a  case  per- 
fectly analogous  is  witnessed  in  every  person  that  is  drowned. 
The  body  at  first  sinks,  afterwards  rises  to  the  surface,  when 
putrefaction  has  generated  air  sufficient  to  render  it  specifically 
tighter  than  water,  and  finally  descends  again  upon  the  extn- 
oation  of  that  air. 

Such  being  the  efifect  of  putrefaction,  it  becomes  a  question 
of  great  importance  to  determine  in  what  way  we  may  dis- 
criminate between  the  floating  of  the  lungs,  as  caused  by 
niUural  respiration,  and  that  whicli  is  the  result  of  decompo- 
utaoD. 

Independently  of  the  changes  produced  in  the  color  and 
general  appearance  of  the  lungs  by  putrefaction,  there  are 
other  very  characteristic  marks  by  which  they  may  be  distin- 
giniahed. 

(a.)  By  the  appearance  of  air  bubbles  on  the  surface  of  the 
limgs.  On  this  subject,  Dr.  William  Hunter  lays  down  the 
feUoiring  rule :  "  If  the  air  which  is  in  the  lungs  be  that  of 

•  Sdiaburgh  U«diMl  Bcwja,  tol,  tI.  p.  450. 
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ntpbatioii,  the  air  babbles  will  hmrdlj  be  imble  to  the  naked 
eye ;  bat  if  the  air  bobbles  be  large,  or  if  they  run  m  linei 
ijong  the  fiasares  between  the  component  MtUi  of  the  langi| 
the  air  is  certainly  emphysematooSy  and  not  air  whioh  hi 
been  taken  in  by  breathing."^  Jaeger  had  before  this  inadi 
a  similar  obserration*  In  langs  floating  from  putrefaetioii^ki 
describes  the  air  as  contained  in  the  form  of  babbles  under  the 
external  membrane  of  these  organs,  where  the  air  introdnoed 
by  respiration  never  finds  its  way.f  This  distinctie&  ii 
fonnded  in  truth,  and  accordingly  has  been  adopted  by  the 
best  writers  on  forensic  medicine. 

(&.)  By  the  ease  with  which  the  air  can  be  extricated  from 
langs  which  float  in  conseqaence  of  putrefaction.  The  eri- 
dence  of  this  is  to  be  found  in  the  fiict,  that  if  langs  of  tha 
description,  or  any  portions  of  them,  be  squeeied  in  the  hand, 
they  will  immediately  sink  in  water.  On  the  contrary,  no 
compression,  however  strong,  can  force  oat  so  completely 
ihe  air  firom  lungs  that  have  respired,  as  to  cause  thrai  to 
sink.  This  is  a  test  which  may  be  relied  on  with  much  C9- 
tainty. 

(c.)  By  cutting  out  a  portion  of  the  internal  part  of  the 
lungs,  and  putting  this  in  water  to  ascertain  whether  it  will 
float.  If  the  lungs  floated  as  the  result  of  putrefaction,  tlui 
internal  portion  will  sink,  inasmuch  as  the  air  generated  by 
decomposition  is  confined  to  the  surface  of  the  lungs.  I^  <m 
the  contrary,  the  lungs  have  respired,  the  intemid  part  wOl 
fioat  more  readily  even  than  that  toward  the  surface. 

(<2.)  By  the  absence  of  crepitation  in  the  substance  of  the 
lungs,  in  cases  of  putrefaction.  This  is  owing  to  the  fact  diat 
the  air,  generated  by  putrefaction,  exists  in  the  external  po^ 
tions  of  the  lungs,  and  is  not  found  in  the  air-cells,  as  in  natu- 
ral respiration. 

(e.)  By  an  examination  of  the  other  viscera  of  the  body. 
Numerous  observations  have  established  the  fact,  that  with 


*  On  the  unoerUinty  of  the  signs  of  murder  in  the  omse  of  bftstaid  ^il- 
dren,  by  William  Hunter,  M.D.,  F.R.S. ;  Medical  ObMnrationt  and  Inqoiiiei^ 
of  London,  toL  tI.  p.  284. 

t  Jaeger,  in  Schlegel,  voL  v.  p.  111. 
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the  exception  of  the  bones,  the  lungs  resist  putrefaction  longer 
titan  any  other  part  of  the  body.     Faissole  and  Champeau,  in 
H^gocperiments  which  they  made  upon  drowned  animalg,  observed 
^Bb&t  the  lungs  remained  sound  after  the  whole  of  the  body  had 
^^■Kome  putrefied.*     Million  noticed  the  same  fact  in  his  dtg- 
^H)MtionB  of  dead   bodies.f     Camper  ascertained,  by  experi- 
^Hhents,  thnt  the  head  became  bo  far  decomposed  by  patrefac- 
^pnon  that  the  slightest  force  was  sufficient  to  detach  the  bones 
c»f  it  from  each  other,  as  well  as  those  of  the  arms  and  legs, 
before  the  Inngs  began  to  participate  in  the  putrefaction. J     I 
observed  the  same  thing  in  three  instances.     This  was  especi- 
ply  the  case  in  a  child  found  floating  in  the  river.     Tho  body 
i  become  quite  putrid,  the  scalp  was  distended  with  air,  and 
B  were  the  bowels.     The  lungs,  on  the  contrary,  were  per- 
(Ctly  natural  in  their  appearance,  and  nntouched  by  putre> 
letion.     From  those  facts,  the  conclusion  evidently  follows, 
mt  if  the  rest  of  the  body  of  the  child  which  is  the  subject  of 
examination  be  unaffected  by  putrefaction,  it  may  very  con- 
fidently be  inferred  that  the  floating  of  the  lungs  is  not  owing 
to  that  cause. 

By  a  carefnl  application  of  the  foregoing  tests,  and  especi- 
«Dy  the  first  and  second,  little  or  no  difiiculty  can  arise  in 
deciding  whether  the  lungs  float  from  putrefaction  or  from 
respiration. 

Obj-  2.  It  is  objected  that  there  may  be  a  peculiar  emph;/- 
tatoti$  condition  of  the  lungs,  which  may  make  them  float 
I,  water,  even  though  respiration  has  never  taken  place. 
bThe  fact  of  such  a  condition  of  the  lungs  sometimes  occur- 
Ig,  although  noticed  previously, §  was  first  prominently 
mght  forward  by  Chaussier,  in  some  cases  where  he  was 
^ged,  in  consequence  of  the  smallness  of  the  pelvis,  to  d»> 
fi*er  by  the  feet,  and  where  death  took  place  during  delivery. 
The  lungs,  on  being  put  into  water,  floated.  Chaussier  ex- 
plained this  occurrence  by  supposing  that  in  consequence  of 


•  M»boB,  vol.  ii.  p.  400.  t  Ibi'I. 

}  DiaMTlMioD  on  InfanLicide,  b;  W.  Hulcblnson,  M.D.,  p.  47. 
lAlb«ni  nolioea  il  in  1726,  and  Sotimitt  in  1B06.  (Edinbursh  M«diaal 
and  BurglcnU  Journal,  *aL  siri.  p.  874.) 
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the  yiolence  done  to  tlie  longs  during  the  deliverj,  an  eflhrioi 
of  blood  had  taken  place,  the  alteration  of  which  had  diBOh 
gaged  a  quantity  of  air.  Cases  of  this  kind  miut,  aa  a  matter 
of  coarse,  be  rery  rare.  When  they  do  occur,  the  mode  of 
discriminating,  according  to  Chanssier,  is  by  sqneeiing  fhai 
in  the  hand.  On  patting  them  into  water  after  tluBi  they  v9 
be  found  to  have  lost  their  buoyancy,  and  will  sink  preoMlj 
like  lungs  which  float  in  consequence  of  ordinary  pntrefiutMn. 
In  these  cases  the  aeriform  fluid  exists  only  in  the  eeDnhr 
tissue.*  Instances  of  this  kind,  however,  can  never  offer  ai^ 
difiSculty  in  cases  of  infanticide. 

Ohj.  8.  It  is  objected  that  a  child  may  not  have  respired, 
and  yet  its  lungs  may  float  in  water,  in  consequence  of  thor 
having  been  artifieiaUtf  inflated. 

It  has  been  doubted  by  some  whether  artificial  inflation  d 
the  lungs  can  ever  be  effected.  Heister  states  that  he  proved, 
by  actual  experiments,  that  air  cannot  be  blown  into  the  lungi 
so  as  to  cause  them  to  float.f  Hebenstreit  also  doubts  whether 
it  can  be  accomplished,  in  consequence  of  the  mucus  which  ii 
usually  found  to  fill  the  fauces  of  a  new-born  child.^  Boe- 
derer,  from  the  failure  of  his  experiments  on  this  subject,  wu 
led  to  the  conclusion  that  it  can  only  be  effected  after  the 
child  had  previously  breathed.  §  Brendel  is  still  more  positive 
on  this  point.  He  believes  artificial  inflation  to  be  utterly 
impossible,  and  assigns  two  reasons  for  his  skepticism.  Ths 
first  is  the  resistance  which  is  made  by  the  thorax  and  dis- 
phragm;  and  the  second  is  the  difficulty  of  introducing  a  pipe 
into  the  glottis,  without  which  he  thinks  it  is  impossible  to  in- 
flate the  lungs.  He  adds,  moreover,  in  confirmation  of  hii 
opinion,  that  he  made  experiments  upon  pups  that  were  killed 
while  yet  in  the  uterus;  and  although  he  attempted  to  force 
in  the  air  by  a  bellows,  yet  no  change  was  effected  upon  the 
lungs,  and  they  sunk  when  put  into  water.  || 

*  Considerations  M6dioo-L4gale8  sor  Tlnfantioide,  par  A.  Leoieaz,  pp. 
55,56. 

f  Morgagni's  Works,  toL  i.  p.  686. 

X  Anthropologia  Forensis,  ete.,  p.  406. 

{  Golleotio  OpoBcalonim  Seleetonim  ad  Medidnua  Foreowm  SpteUft- 
tium.    Curante  Dr.  J.  G.  T.  Sohlegd;  vol.  v.  p.  112. 

g  Medioina  Legalls  liTe  Foreneii,  p.  186. 
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I  A  contrary  doctrine  is,  however,  maintained  hj  a  very  large 
tojority  of  the  most  respectable  authorities  iu  forensic  medi- 
le.  Low  admits  the  possibility  of  it,  and  tells  us  that  Bobn, 
together  with  the  medical  faculty  of  Leipsic,  concurred  in  ths 
same  opinion.*  Ludwig  saya  it  is  certaiu  that  air  may  be 
artificially  blown  into  lungs  which  have  never  respired,  and 
that  they  will  afterwards  float  in  water. f  In  several  experi- 
ments made  by  the  celebrated  Camper,  to  test  this  matter,  the 
result  was  uniformly  in  favor  of  this  opinion. J  Jacgor,  Butt- 
ner,  and  Schmitt  concur  in  the  same,  as  Jo  most  of  the 
French  and  English  writers.  Dr.  Gooch  says  he  inflated  the 
Inngs  of  a  still-born  child,  and  they  floated  in  water  as  if  the 
child  had  breathed  some  ilay3.§  Mr,  Jennings,]]  as  the  result 
of  experiments  made  by  himself,  states  that  the  lungs  may  be 
inflated  without  the  use  of  instruments,  and  by  simply  blowing 
(ur  into  the  child's  mouth,  so  that  they  will  float  in  water, 
crepitate  on  pressure,  and  change  their  color  from  chocolate 
to  bright  scarlet. TT 

From  the  foregoing  detail  of  authorities,  it  is  quite  evideat 
that  although  artificial  inflation  of  the  lungs  of  a  child  bora 
dead  is  a  thing  perfectly  practicable,  yet  it  is  not  accom- 
plished with  as  much  facility  as  many  have  imagined.  I  am 
aware  that  some  writers  speak  with  a  good  deal  of  certainty  in 
relation  to  the  ease  with  which  this  may  bo  practiced.     It  'u 

*  TliBalruia  Me<1ico-Juridicum,  cap.  xii.  p.  G23. 

f  lost itu lie DBB  MecliaLDie  ForaDBiB,  etc.,  p.  97. 

{Sohlegel,  vol.  t.  p.  113. 

I  A  Prmctlc&l  CompeDilium  of  Midwifery,  p.  S6;  Amerioin  editioa. 

II  Trsa)-  of  Ihe  Prov.  Med.,  and  Surg,  ABsooiatioD,  vol.  ii.  p.  410. 
9  Profeiaor  Gross,  of  Cincinuati,  vbo  sppeaca  to  hare  paid  considerabla 
toa^Oa  (o  this  eabjeot,  ezpreBles  Ihe  fallowing  opiaion:  "We  are  decidedly 
opinion  that  artiGoUl  inSation  of  Iho  lungs  ii  a  totj  difficult  mattei; 
•ad  w«  belieic  thai  the  oomplele  disleDLioD  of  these  orgaoB  can  only  ba 
■ffeoted  wh«ro  a  lube  ifl  introduced  into  the  mouth  of  Iba  larDj'x.  A  eua 
vbioh  racentlj  game  under  our  notice  ^catiy  oorrabcraiea  Ihii  opinion, 
litre  Iho  child  vat  Btlll-borD,  and  in  oon<<equence  of  the  dclaj  occagiQDcd 
b;  ■  malpreaenlation ;  and  although  repeated  efforts  were  miule  b;  our 
Mend,  Dr.  S.  Read,  the  attending  physician,  to  resuBcltata  the  infant,  jti 
we  fonnd,  on  examination,  that  only  a  stnall  portion  of  tlia  right  middle 
M*,  together  with  a  few  lobules  of  the  right  superior  and  right  iDforior 
tobtti,  w*n  BUed  with  air."  (Weatem  Hed.  Journal,  July,  1830,  p.  60.) 
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questionable!  however,  whether  they  have  not  drawn  their  in« 
ferenceSy  in  some  cases  at  least,  from  insufficient  data.  If  the 
trachea  of  a  still-born  child  be  opened,  and  a  tube  introduced, 
or  if  the  lungs  be  separated  and  a  quill  be  introduced  into  the 
bronchial  tubes,  it  is  doubtless  a  very  easy  matter  to  inflate 
the  lungs.  Any  one  can  make  the  experiment  and  satisfy 
himself  perfectly  on  this  subject.  This,  however,  is  a  widely 
different  thing  from  blowing  air  into  the  mouth  of  a  child, 
and  that,  too,  by  persons  ignorant  of  the  mode  of  doing  it 
effectually.  If  physicians  confessedly  have  failed  in  accom- 
plishing it,  how  much  more  likely  is  this  to  happen  to  persons 
out  of  the  profession !  It  is  very  doubtful  whether  inexpe- 
rienced persons  would  ever  succeed  in  the  process.  The 
foregoing  considerations  I  conceive  to  be  important,  because 
they  go  to  show  that  the  cases  in  which  this  difficulty  may 
present  itself  cannot  occur  so  often  as  some  have  supposed. 
There  is  another  circumstance  connected  with  this  subject 
which  is  deserving  of  notice.  Although  ordinary  inflation 
may  introduce  a  sufficient  quantity  of  air  into  the  lungs  to 
cause  them  to  float,  yet  the  entire  lungs  can  never  be  dis- 
tended in  this  way.  This  was  the  fact  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
Jennings,  above  alluded  to,  as  also  in  the  case  of  Prof.  Gross. 
If  this  be  so,  it  would  limit  the  difficulty  arising  from  artificial 
inflation  to  cases  in  which  the  lungs  are  only  imperfectly  per- ' 
meated  by  air.  Where  the  lungs  are  uniformly  and  perfectly 
distended  it  would  at  once  do  away  with  any  objection  firom 
this  source.  Notwithstanding  all  this,  the  difficulty  would 
still  exist,  and  it  certainly  presents  the  most  formidable  of  all 
the  objections  to  the  Hydrostatic  test.  The  difficulty  is  still 
further  increased  by  recollecting  that  artificial  inflation  not 
merely  causes  the  lungs  to  float,  but  produces  other  changes 
analogous  to  those  of  respiration.  It  changes  the  volume, 
the  color,  the  density,  and  the  shape  of  these  organs  very 
much  in  the  same  way  that  vital  respiration  does.  How,  then, 
are  we  to  distinguish  between  the  effects  of  respiration  and 
artiflcial  inflation?  The  following  tests  will  aid  in  the  solu- 
tion of  this  difficult  problem : — 

(a.)  The  first  test  is  founded  on  the  fact  that  the  lungs  of  a 
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old  which  has  not  reepjred,  but  which  float  in  coDseqaence  of 
tificial  inflation,  may,  by  pressure,  have  the  air  expelled 
from  them  so  as  to  sink  in  water;  while,  on  the  contrary,  ia 
a  child  which  haa  respired,  it  is  impossible,  by  any  pressure, 
to  force  out  the  air  so  completely  from  the  lungs  as  to  make 
[Chem  sink  in  water.  This  test  was  originally  suggested  by 
BL  Eeclard,  and  since  then  the  accuracy  of  it  has  been  fully 
nii|iportcd  by  other  observers,  and  more  especially  by  Mr. 
Jennings,  of  England,  My  own  experiments  also  go  to  confirm 
it.  In  applying  this  test,  certain  precautions  are  necessary  to 
insnre  success.  The  pressure  must  be  carried  to  a  suitabls 
extent,  or  it  will  fail.  The  mode  adopted  by  Mr.  Jennings, 
was  to  put  the  lungs  in  a  linen  cloth,  and  theu  wring  the  cloth 
at  each  end.  After  this,  they  were  placed  under  a  board 
loaded  with  weights.  If  sections  of  the  lungs  be  made,  press- 
ing and  squeezing  them  between  the  fingers  for  a  certaiD 
length  of  time  will  be  sufliciont  to  make  them  sink.  In  lungs 
iuch  have  respired,  no  degree  of  pressure  will  make  them 
If,  however,  their  texture  be  completely  destroyed  by 
inding  them,  they  may  be  made  to  sink.  This,  therefore, 
sbonld  be  avoided. 

((.)  A  second,  founded  upon  the  difference  in  the  weight  of 
the  lungs  in  the  two  cases.  When  vital  respiration  takes  place, 
it  is  accompanied  by  an  increased  flow  of  blood  to  the  lungs 
and  a  consequent  increase  of  weight.  The  artificial  inflation 
of  lungs  which  have  never  respired  is  not  accompanied  with 
any  increased  flow  of  blood  to  these  organs,  and  therefore 
there  is  no  increase  of  weight.      Taking  the  weight  of  the 

I;b,  therefore,  according  to  Ploucquet's  test,  or  the  actual 
;fat  of  the  lungs,  is  one  mode  of  discriminating  between 
iral  respiration  and  artificial  inBation. 
.)  A  third  test  may  he  deduced  from  the  ductus  arteriosaa. 
value  of  this  test  will  be  discussed  hereafter,  and  although 
to  be  infallibly  relied  on,  as  corroborative  proof  it  should 
not  be  disregarded. 

(d.)  A  fourth  test  has  been  suggested  by  Mr.  Marc.   ,  He 
flODsiders  that  art  can  never  completely  inflate  the  lungs;  and 
D  the  greater  difficulty  which  attends  the  admission  of  air 
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into  the  Uft  long,  he  is  induced  to  believe  that  in  caaei  d 
artificial  inflation^  the  inferior  extremity  of  that  lung  will  floit 
bat  imperfectly,  or  not  at  all. 

From  what  has  been  already  stated,  there  is  every  reiioi 
to  believe  that  ordinary  artificial  inflation  can  never  distoil 
the  entire  longs.  In  cases,  therefore,  where  the  longs  an 
folly  pervaded  by  air,  and  every  portion  of  them  flotti  k 
water,  this  test  woold  be  conclosive.  In  cases,  on  the  oAs 
hand,  where  only  a  portion  of  the  longs  had  been  penetnlii 
by  air,  this  test  woold  be  of  no  avail.  Now  such  cases  ooev 
continoally.  In  one  of  the  cases  reported  by  Mr.  Jeniungii 
the  child  breathed  imperfectly  for  half  an  hour,  and  yet  d» 
right  long  only  floated,  the  left  sinking  in  the  water,  vi& 
the  exception  of  a  small  part  aboot  its  root.'*'  Indeed,  it  is 
not  positively  settled  whether  the  longs,  in  any  case,  become 
immediately  filled  with  air  as  soon  as  respiration  commeneei. 
From  the  experiments  of  Mr.  Portal,  long  since  made^  it 
woold  at  any  rate  appear  that  the  right  lung  receives  lir 
sooner  than  the  left,  and  he  accoonts  for  this  interesting 
phenomenon,  by  shovring  that  there  is  a  difference  in  the  nie 
and  direction  of  the  bronchi  leading  to  the  two  lungs.  Upoi 
examination,  he  foond  the  right  one  aboot  one-foorth  psrt 
thicker,  and  one-fifth  shorter  than  the  left ;  besides,  he  found 
the  passage  to  the  right  to  be  more  direct  than  that  of  the 
leftf 

From  these  facts,  therefore,  it  is  evident  that  the  imperfect 
distention  of  the  longs,  by  artificial  inflation,  coold  be  no 
criterion  of  distinction  in  a  large  nomber  of  cases. 

Of  all  the  preceding  modes  of  distinguishing  between  re^ 
ration  and  artificial  inflation,  the  two  first  are  the  most  to  be 
relied  on. 

From  the  preceding  examination  of  objections  to  the  Eydnh 
static  testy  1  think  that  we  may  safely  come  to  the  following 
conclusions : — 

1.  That  when  the  longs  float  in  water,  it  must  be  from  one 


*  Transactions  of  the  ProTinolal  Medical  and  Sorgical  AjBSooiation,  toL  il 
p.  437. 
f  Duncan's  Medioal  Commentaries,  toL  L  p.  245 ;  American  edition. 
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of  four  cavtsea:  natural  respiration,  putrefaction,  (Mnphyaema, 
the  artificial  introduction  of  nir. 

2.  As  the  lungs  may  float  from  other  causes  besides  respt- 
rstioD,  their  mere  floating  is  no  proof  that  the  child  has 
respired. 

3.  As,  however,  it  is  possible  to  discriminate  between  the 
floating  of  natural  respiration  and  of  that  which  is  the  result 
of  other  causes,  it  follows, — 

4.  That,  with  due  precautions,  the  floating  of  the  lunga 
may  be  depended  upon  as  a  decided  proof  that  the  child  has 

wpired. 


ftctiona  to  the  Jlydroatatie  test,  on  the  ground  that  the 
lunga  may  sink  in  water,  and  yet  the  child  have  respired. 


ff)bj,  1.  Although  the  child  haa  breathed,  yet  the  lungs,  in 
mce  of  diseaso,  may  have  their  epeciSc  gravity  so 

a  make  thum  sink  in  water. 
injection  haa  been  deduced  chiefly  from  analogy.  It 
IS  ft  fact  well  established,  that  in  consequence  of  various  in- 
flammatory and  congestive  diseases,  the  lungs  of  adults  may 
become  so  morbidly  changed  as  to  sink  in  water,  and  hence  it 
has  been  inferred  that  the  same  might  occur  in  the  new-bora 
child.  To  render  this  objection  valid,  it  must  be  taken  for 
granted  that  such  diseases  had  already  commenced  in  the 
ftetDs  antecedently  to  birth.  Now,  although  the  foetus  may 
be  thus  affected,  yet  the  cases  in  which  this  occurs  must  be 
exceedingly  rare,  and  for  the  obvious  reason  that  it  is  not  ex- 
posed to  tho  influence  of  the  causca  which  ordinarily  produce 
these  diseases.  Haller,  notwithstanding  his  great  experience 
and  extensive  learning,  relates  no  instance  of  it,  and  expressly 
Asserts  that  they  are  very  rarely  found  in  the  fcetal  state. 
"In  adulto  homine  aliquando,  in  fetu  rarisstme,  ut  pulmo  cal- 
culis,  schirrts,  aliave  materie,  morboae  gravis  in  aqua  subai- 
deat,  etsiquam  respiraverit."*  Brendel,  in  speaking  on  this 
labject,  relates  only  a  single  case  of  an  abortive  foetus  which 


•  Element.  PbjsiologiB,  »ol.  i 
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had  sdrrhoofl  longs,  and  oonaiden  it  a  aingiilar  oeeimfaee,* 
Billard,  notwithstanding  his  extensive  obserrations  tm  fla 
subject,  relates  only  three  oases  of  new-bom  infants,  in  iln 
there  was  reason  to  suppose  that  inflammation  of  the  hip 
commenced  previous  to  birth. 

I  shall  only  add,  in  confirmation  on  this  point,  the  opriot 
of  Dr.  Duncan,  Jr.,  the  accomplished  editor  of  the  Edinkai^ 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  **  UnqnestionAbly,  a  peee  d 
inflamed  lung  will  sink  in  water,  like  a  piece  of  liver,  hi  m 
doubt  that  iueh  inflamfnatian  terot  ever  ebeemed  m  One  faifi 
of  a  new-horn  infant^  concerning  which  a  question  of  its  k^ 
ing  been  still-bom  could  arise;  and  we  deny  the  fact,  that  oj 
portion  of  lungs  which  have  breathed,  will  ever  be  rendml 
specifically  heavier  than  water,  by  the  mere  settling  of  lb 
blood  in  the  lower  portions  after  death.''^ 

Rare,  however,  as  these  cases  are,  it  mnst  be  admitted  dift 
the  lungs  of  new-bom  infants  may  occasionally  be  so  eoa-  ^ 
gested  or  diseased  that  they  will  sink  in  water,  notwithstui- 
ing  respiration  may  have  taken  place.  In  these  eases,  tk 
modes  of  determining  whether  respiration  has  actually  talm 
place  or  not,  are  the  following : — 

In  the  first  place,  where  the  lungs  are  simply  engorged  vitk 
blood,  they  may  be  made  to  float  by  depriving  them  of  ther 
superabundance  of  blood.  This  may  be  accomplished  bj 
making  incisions  into  the  lungs  and  then  subjecting  them  to 
pressure,  or  by  leaving  them  for  a  certain  time  immersed  ia 
water.  In  either  of  these  ways  they  will  be  made  to  fioit 
In  foetal  lungs,  on  the  contrary,  no  pressure  or  inmiersion  it 
water  will  ever  produce  this  effect. 

In  the  second  place,  where  actual  disease  of  the  lungs  baf 
taken  place,  although  these  organs,  when  entire,  may  sink, 
yet  when  divided  into  a  number  of  pieces,  some  of  them  wiO 
be  found  to  float.  Foder^  states,  as  the  result  of  numerooi 
experiments  made  upon  diseased  lungs,  that  although  tliej 
sank  in  water  when  entire,  yet  when  cut  into  piecea  he  in?a- 
riably  found  some  of  the  fragments  to  float.;^ 

*  Medicina  Legalis,  p.  10. 

f  Edinburgh  Medioal  And  Snrgloai  Journal,  voL  xiL  pp.  79,  SO. 

{  Foder^  toL  It.  p.  4S7. 
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Besi<]os  the  foregoing,  there  is  another  circumatancc  of  im- 
portance to  aid  in  obviating  any  difficult;  in  this  case.  If  the 
lungs  aro  bo  diseased  as  to  render  them  «pecifica1Iy  heavier 
than  water,  the  cause  of  this  will  be  at  once  evident  on  a 
euitahle  examiuation  of  the^e  organs. 

Ohj.  2.  It  has  been  objected  that  a  child  may  have  actuallj 
breathed,  but  yet  bo  imperfectly  that  the  lungs  shall  not  have 
r«ceived  air  Eulhcient  to  make  them  float- 
In  support  of  this  objection,  facta  of  a  very  pointed  nature 
have  been  adduced.  Heister  relates  the  case  of  a  very  feeble 
infant,  whose  langs  sunk  in  water,  though  it  lived  nine  hours 
after  birth,*  And  a  late  writer  on  infanticide  states  that  he 
bad  been  informed  by  a  physician  to  the  Foundling  Hospital 
at  Naples,  who  opened  daily,  on  an  average,  the  bodies  of  ten 
or  twelve  infants,  which  had  generally  died  within  twenty-four 
hoars  after  birth,  that  he  had  hardly  ever  found  more  than  a 
very  small  portion  of  the  lungs  dilated  by  air:  this  portion 
was  frequently  not  larger  than  a  walnut  in  its  green  shell, 
and  but  rarely  larger  than  a  hen'a  egg,  and  it  was  commonly 
Bitnated  on  the  right  lung. I 

The  same  method  must  be  hero  adopted  as  in  cases  where 
the  lungs  are  diseased;  they  must  be  cut  into  several  parts, 
and  experiments  instituted  upon  each.  However  imperfect 
the  respiration  has  been,  some  portion  of  the  lungs  will  con- 
tain air,  and  this  will  float.  In  casfs  of  this  kind,  additional 
eyidtnce  of  respiration  may  frequently  be  obtained  hy  the 
application  of  the  Static  test,  and  by  examining  the  state  of 
the  ductus  arteriosus  and  of  the  umbilical  cord. 

From  the  foregoing,  it  may  therefore  be  concluded, — 

1.  That  whea  the  lungs  tink  in  water,  it  must  be  from  one 
or  other  of  the  following  causes:  the  total  want  of  respiration, 
foeblc  and  imperfect  respiration,  some  diseases  of  the  lungs, 
rendering  them  specifically  heavier  than  the  water, 

2,  As  the  lungs  may  sink  from  other  causes  than  the  atn 


*  UoTgftgni'B  Works,  vol.  i.  episL  lii.  p.  5.1S. 

t  A  KcBcrtBlion  on  Infanticide,  in  iu  relalions  to  Phjeiolog;  and  Juria- 
^  by  Dr.  Hutchinson ;  1820. 
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sence  of  respiration,  their  mere  nnking  is  no  decinTe  prorf 
that  the  child  has  not  respired. 

8.  As,  however,  the  sinking  firom  the  want  of  re^intioi 
may  be  distinguished  from  that  which  is  tiie  result  of  odiei 
causes,  it  follows, — 

4.  That,  with  due  precautions,  the  sinlcing  of  the  IirngBist 
safe  test  that  the  child  has  not  respired. 

From  the  preceding  discussion,  althongh  it  seems  that  dw 
general  conclusion  is  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  accuracy  of  tl» 
Hydrostatic  test,  yet  nothing  can  be  plainer  than  the  neeeaitf 
of  an  extensive  acquaintance  with  the  subject,  to  enable  &» 
professional  witness  to  make  a  just  application  of  it.  Fm 
what  has  already  been  stated,  it  must  be  evident  that  dw 
Hydrostatic  test  does  not  consist  merely  in  putting  the  hnp 
in  water  to  ascertain  whether  they  are  specifically  lights  or 
heavier  than  that  fluid.  The  test  thus  applied  would  lead  to 
innumerable  errors.  On  this  account,  therefore,  it  is  neees- 
sary  to  present  a  summary  of  the  mode  in  which  it  is  to  be 
used. 

Mode  of  applying  the  Hydroetatic  test. 

(a.)  Having  opened  the  chest,  and  noticed  the  position, 
color,  volume,  etc.  of  the  lungs,  they  are  to  be  taken  out,  in 
the  manner  to  be  noticed  hereafter  when  I  come  to  speak  of 
the  mode  of  conducting  dissections.  The  longs  are  then  to 
be  specially  examined  to  see  if  there  be  any  appearance  A 
disease,  or  of  putrefaction,  or  of  anything  unnatural  about 
them,  and  whether  they  crepitate  on  pressure. 

(6.)  A  convenient  vessel  containing  water  is  now  to  be  pro- 
vided, and  particular  attention  should  be  paid  to  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  water  in  which  the  lungs  are  to  be  immersed.  The 
reason  of  this  will  be  perfectly  obvious,  when  it  is  recollected 
that  the  specific  gravity  of  water  varies  with  its  temperature; 
thus,  for  instance,  water  at  100°  is  lighter  than  water  at  60°, 
and  still  lighter  than  at  40°.  Besides,  if  the  water  be  too  hot, 
it  will  have  the  effect  of  expanding  the  lungs,  and  thus  favor 
their  floating,  especially  when  there  already  exists  a  tendency 
to  putrefaction.     If,  on  the  contrary,  its  temperature  be  too 
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low,  the  air-cells  may  be  contracted,  and  Bome  of  tlie  air  be 
thns  expelled.  The  temperature  of  the  water  should  there- 
fore be  regulated  by  that  of  the  surrounding  air.  Another 
precaution  relative  to  the  water  is,  that  it  should  not  be  im- 
pregnated with  salt,  for,  in  consequence  of  the  greater  specific 
gravity  of  saline  water,  a  body  might  float  in  it  which  would 
sink  in  fresh  water. 

{c.)  The  lungs,  with  the  heart  attached,  should  then  be 
cautiously  placed  in  water,  and  it  should  be  observed  whether 
they  float  or  sink ;  if  they  float,  whether  above  the  surface  of 
the  water,  or  just  under  it ;  if  they  sink,  whether  they  do  so 
kpidly  or  gradually. 

,  (d.)  The  lungs  are  then  to  be  separated  from  the  heart  and 
Kurately  weighed,  after  which  they  should  be  replaced  in  the 
Iter  to  see  whether  they  sink  or  float,  and  in  what  way.  If 
I  lung  floats,  observe  whether  it  be  the  right  or  the  left. 
%e  lungs  should  now  be  subjected  to  suitable  pressure,  to  see 
Hiether  after  this  they  will  sink  or  float. 

(«.)  Each  lung  should  now  be  cut  into  a  number  of  small 
leces,  and  in  doing  so  it  should  be  observed  whether  there  be 
ray  crepitation,  whether  they  are  gorged  with  blood,  and 
wliether  there  be  any  traces  of  disease.  Each  section  is  thea 
to  be  put  into  the  water.  If  any,  or  all  of  them  float,  they 
are  to  he  taken  out  and  subjected  to  proper  pressure,  and  then 
replaced  in  the  water  to  determine  whether  after  this  they  sink 
or  float. 

Having  gone  through  these  different  processes,  the  eonclo- 
uons  to  be  drawn  from  them  are  CTident.  If  the  lungs,  with 
the  heart  attached  and  separated  from  it,  float  in  water,  if, 
when  cut  into  pieces,  each  fragment  floats,  and  if  this  floating 
be  proved  not  to  be  owing  to  putrefaction  or  artificial  inflattoo, 
then  the  proof  is  strong  that  the  infant  enjoyed  perfect  respi- 
ration. If  only  the  right  lung,  or  its  pieces  float,  the  respira- 
tion has  been  less  perfect.  If  some  pieces  of  either  lung  only 
float,  while  the  greater  number  sink,  it  proves  respiration  to 
bare  been  still  less  complete.  Oti  the  other  hand,  if  the  en- 
tire luugB  and  every  section  of  them  sink  in  water,  the  infer- 
,  that  the  child  never  respired. 


awi 
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IL  Proofs  of  the  ehOd  having  rmpbrtd^  drawn  from  om- 

lating  argan$* 

There  are  two  things  in  connection  with  this  which  icqdn 
investigation,  vie.,  the  character  of  the  Hood  «tee^,  and  Ae 
condition  of  the  heart  and  veeeeU  circulating  the  UmnL 

(a.)  Of  the  character  of  the  blood  iteejf.  'Bj  some  enuBMfc 
aathorities  it  is  asserted  that  there  is  no  difference  in  appei^ 
ance  between  the  arterial  and  Tenons  blood  of  the  fioBtaa 
Bichat  investigated  this  point  particularly,  and  he  states  Ait 
he  made  namerons  dissections  of  young  Guinea-pigs  whibjflt 
in  the  womb  of  their  mother,  and  he  uniformly  found  the  blood 
of  the  arteries  and  veins  presenting  the  same  appearanoSi  n> 
sembling  the  venous  blood  of  the  adult.  Not  the  di^btak 
difference  was  observed  between  the  blood  taken  from  tk 
aorta  and  that  from  the  vena  cava,  nor  between  that  dnvi 
from  the  carotid  artery  and  the  jugular  vein.  He  made  the 
same  observations  in  three  experiments  of  a  similar  naim 
upon  the  foetuses  of  dogs.  He  also  frequently  dissedei 
human  foetuses  who  died  in  the  womb,  and  found  the  SiM 
uniformity  in  the  arterial  and  venous  blood*  From  these 
facts,  he  concludes  that  no  difference  exists  between  the  arte- 
rial and  venous  blood  of  the  foetus,  at  least  in  external  tp- 
pearanoe.  Yelpeau  and  Autenreith,  as  the  result  of  their 
experiments  and  observations,  confirm  this  statement.  By 
other  observers  this  is  positively  contradicted,  and  it  is  asserted 
that  the  difference  between  the  blood  of  the  arteries  and  veiiis 
is  very  obvious.  By  Dr.  Jeffrey  the  following  experiment  wu 
made :  He  took  part  of  the  umbilical  cord  and  dissected  away 
the  gelatinous  part  of  it  until  he  had  laid  bare  the  vessel 
when,  on  puncturing  them,  he  found  there  was  a  differenee 
between  the  blood  in  the  veins  and  the  arteries.^  A  umpler 
mode  of  performing  this  experiment,  suggested  by  Mr.  G^, 
of  ShefBeld,  is  the  following :  As  soon  as  the  child  is  Ikhh, 
and  the  cord  divided,  take  the  placental  portion  of  it^  around 


*  Physiology  of  the  Foetus,  liyer,  and  Spleen,  by  George  C.  Honaad,  ILn, 
p.  154. 
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6  end  of  vUch  a  ligature  has  been  previoualj  applied,  and 

pit  it  two  or  tbrec  inches  from  the  ligature  with  a  ehnrp  scal- 

fel,  80  as  to  make  an  even  surface.     If  the  portion  of  cord  be 

s  pressed  from  below  upward,  tlie  blood  flowing  from  the 

and  that  from  the  arteries  will  be  found  very  different. 

^Sometimes  a  large  drop  of  florid  blood  is  observed  to  stand 

rectly  over  the  umbilical  vein,  and  another,  dark  colored, 

'  the  arteries,  without  their  being  io  the  least  mingled 

ith  each  other,  and  in  this  case  the  difference  between  the 

0  is  60  striking  that  no  one  can  fail  to  observe  it."*     In  ra- 
tion to  this  experiment,  it  is  to  he  remarked,  that  to  render 

k  of  any  force  in  controverting  the  observations  of  Biehat,  it 

ght  to  be  made  upon  the  Blill-bortt  child,  in  whom  respira- 

(oa  has  never  taken  place.     Performed  upon  the  child  which 

has  been  born  alive  and  breathed,  the  difference  between  the 

arterial  and  venous  blood  is  just  what  might  have  been  exr 

^ected. 

^L|^  Chemical  composition  of  fcetal  hlood.     [The  blood  of  the 

^^Hetus  differs  from  that  of  the  adult  chiefly  in  containing  more 

■lairiid  residue,  corpuscles,  and  iron.     The  analysis  of  Denia 

gives  the  following  differences  between  the  venous  blood  of  the 

mother  and  that  issuing  from  the  artery  of  the  cord; — 

Wnoil  of  mottatf.       Of  ths  coiA. 

W(it(Ff„ 781-0  701-fi 

8oUd  tesiduo Z19-0  296-6 

Fibrin 2-4  2-2 

Corpuaoles .,.,  189-9  220-0 

Peroxide  of  iron 0-8  2-0 

FM,  hIu,  elo 26-9  22-B 

f  These  points  of  difference,  though  interesting,  are  of  toe 
ate  a  nature  to  be  rendered  available  in  so  grave  a  qties* 

1  ia  that  of  infanticide.— C.  R.  G.] 
•  2.   The  condition  of  the  heart  and  blood-vesseli.     There  are 

immber  of  striking  and  interesting  peculiarities  in  the  organi 
tilatbg  the  blood  in  the  foetus,  which  are  modified  or  en- 
rely  lost  after  the  child  is  born  and  respiration  is  established. 
I  peculiarities,  therefore,  require  to  be  speoiaUy  noticed. 


■  PhjBlolofu  of  lb*  Fwlus,  e 

[  Vol..  I. 


,,  hj  Oaorge  C,  Holland,  M.D.,  p.  16*. 


They  tre  Iheforamei^  opok^  tbe  dma§u$  artgfwma^  the  ductal 
veno9U$j  the  umbSieal  vetieU^  and  Um  tard. 

(a.)  The  foramen  ovale.  This  la  an  opening  aitaated  a 
the  septum  which  divides  the  right  anricda  firam  the  left|  ui 
through  it  part  of  the  blood  b  oonteyed  direetly  Cpsbi  Ae 
right  to  the  left  auricle.  It  is  neatly  equal  in  aiaa  to  Ae 
moudi  of  the  inferior  cavay  and  ia  supplied  with  a  thin  tnai> 
parent  falciform  valve,  situated  on  Ae  aide  of  the  left  anmk 
In  this  way  the  valve  permits  the  flow  of  blood  into  the  ht 
auride,  but  prevents  its  return  into  the  right  auride.  Whn 
the  valve  is  closed,  there  is  generally  a  small  ^Mrture  ili 
left  open,  where  the  valve  &lls  slack,  and  is  ready  to  epea. 

After  birth,  the  foramen  bec<mies  obliterated  by  the  doan 
and  adhesion  of  the  valve,  and  leaves  behind  it,  in  the  adri^ 
nothing  but  an  oval  depression  in  the  septum  between  tte 
auricles.  This  depression  is  called  the/o«s»  avalUj  and  com- 
spends  to  the  space  occupied  in  the  foetus  by  the  foruMa 
ovale.  In  the  footal  state,  and  anterior  to  respiratien,  fliii 
foramen  is  usually  open,  and  it  becomes  olosed  in  oonaenMBW 
of  the  blood  taking  a  new  route  through  the  lunga  when  reifi- 
ration  commences.  If,  therefore,  in  examining  any  case,  Ae 
foramen  ovale  be  found  closed,  it  was  supposed  to  be  dedm 
evidence  of  the  child's  having  been  bom  alive.  [The  resesrdMi 
of  Dr.  Norman  Gheever  (see  Lend.  Med.  Oasette,  voL  zzxm 
p.  967,)  show  conclusively  that  the  closure  of  the  foramen  onle 
does  not  prove  that  the  child  was  bom  alive ;  in  several  cisei 
he  found  it  closed  in  still-bom  children.  There  were  other  ab- 
normalities about  the  heart.  A  similar  case  is  given  by  Ci- 
puron.  (Med.  Leg.  des  Ace.,  p.  837.) — C.  R.  G.]  It  is  to  be 
recollected,  however,  that  this  closing  and  obliteration  of  tbe 
foramen  ovale  is  a  gradual  process,  taking  sometimes  firom  two 
to  three  weeks  before  it  is  completed.  Henoe  it  is  obvkrae, 
that  however  strong  a  proof  its  closure  may  be  of  previoo 
life,  yet  its  being  open  is  no  evidence  to  the  contrary.  To 
render  the  phenomena  connected  with  the  foramen  ovale  avut 
able  in  these  cases,  it  was  suggested,  originally  I  believe  hj 
Professor  Bemt,  of  Vienna,  that  although  the  complete  dosore 
of  the  foramen  ovale  does  not  take  place  until  some  days  sfier 
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h,  yet  that  flnring  all  this  time  it  undergoes  certain  changes, 
diich  distinctly  mark  the  period  which  has  elapsed  after  the 
trth  of  the  child.     That  the  foramen  ovale  does  undergo  ft 
riefl  of  changes  during  the  process  of  obliteration,  was  r* 
irked  so  early  as  1750  by  the  English  anatomist,  Ridley, 
itd  has  since  then  been  con&rmcd  by  the  observations  of  an^ 
mists  and  physiologists.     These  changes  consist  mainly  in 
dbe  position  of  the  aperture  of  the  foramen.     In  the  fcetut, 
Htterior  to  respiration,  the  aperture  of  the  foramen  ovale  is 
ways  found  at  the  lowest  part  of  the  valve ;  as  soon  aa  rmh 
ration  has  commenced,  it  is  gradually  turned  toward  thfl 
[ht;  after  some  weeks  it  is  elevated  still  higher ;  and  finally, 
r  revolving  aa  it  were  around  the  right  edge  of  the  valve, 
ik  is  found  at  the  upper,  instead  of  the  loioer  side  of  it.     From 
e  very  nature  of  these  changes,  no  one  would  be  competent 
t  decide  upon  them,  unless  he  had  had  the  good  fortune, 
hich  falls  to  the  lot  of  very  few,  of  making  a  great  number 
of  dissections  and  observations  upon  the  fcetus.     In  the  bands 
of  the  generality  of  physicians,  it  might  lead  to  numerous  and 
onaToidable  errors.     In  addition  to  all  this,  the  very  observa- 
tions made  by  Bemt  himself  prove  that  the  changes  in  the 
foramen  ovale  do  not  take  place  so  uniformly  and  certainly  as 
to  render  it  safe  to  draw  any  positive  conclusion  from  them. 
On  these  various  accounts,  I  must  confees  that  I  do  not  attaek 
much  importance  to  this  test. 

(6.)  The  ductus  arterioiue.  This  is  a  vessel  which  passes 
directly  from  the  pulmonary  artery,  and  enters  the  aorta  just 
below  its  arch.  It  is  of  considerable  size,  being  somewhat 
larger  than  the  aorta  in  the  fcctxis.  It  conveys  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  blood  sent  into  the  trunk  of  the  pulmonary  artery 
directly  into  the  aorta. 

In  the  foetus  the  ductus  arteriosus  will  be  found  open  and 
filled  with  blood.  After  birth,  it  becomes  gradually  oblite- 
rated, and  the  duct  itself  becomes  eventually  changed  into  a 
*     If,  therefore,  in  any  case,  this  duct  is  found  per- 


"lo  tho  a<lu1t,  it  is  »o  tborougbl;  obliterated  tliat  b;  tbe  most  careful 
e  mn  sbow  no  other  vestige  of  it  tban  a  aord-lilfo  kdbuion  of 
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manently  dosed,  it  is  a  proof  that  the  di3d  hss  been  bom 
alive,  and  enjoyed  life  for  a  longer  or  shorter  period.  [lb 
researches  of  Gheever,  before  alluded  to,  proTe  that  this  k  toi 
strongly  stated.  The  dnet  has  been  found  doaed  in  the  itflt 
bom  child,  very  rarelyi  however,  and  in  afanoat  all  the  cms 
connected  with  malformation  of  the  heart. — O.  R.  QtJ]  Ai 
its  closure  does  not  take  place  sometimea  till  two  or  tkm 
weeks  after  birth,  its  being  found  open  is  no  proof  tkt 
the  child  was  bom  dead.  By  Professor  Bernt  it  is  vgai 
that,  as  in  the  foramen  ovale,  a  succesaion  of  changes  tdka 
place  which  may  sufficiently  mark  the  yarions  intervals  wUeh 
have  elapsed  between  them  and  the  birth  of  the  child;  nd 
upon  these  he  has  founded  another  teat  in  cases  of  in&ati- 
oide,  to  which  he  attaches  great  value.  These  changes  m 
the  following: — 

Sttxte  of  the  dtictuf  arteriasu$  in  the  mature  foetue  bffm 
rupiration.  Its  shape  is  cylindrical,  its  length  is  nearly  half 
an  inch,  its  diameter  is  equal  to  that  of  the  main  tnmk  rf 
the  pulmonary  artery,  and  more  than  double  the  aiie  of  tk 
branches  of  that  artery,  each  of  which  is  equal  to  a  crow-qnfli 

In  a  child  which  hcu  respired  a  few  momente.  The  did 
loses  its  cylindrical  shape,  the  part  toward  the  aorta  beooiiMi 
contracted,  and  the  whole  duct  assumes  the  shape  of  a  trna- 
cated  cone,  the  base  of  which  is  toward  the  pulmonary  artoj, 
and  the  apex  toward  the  aorta;  sometimes  the  contmyii 
observed. 

In  a  child  which  has  lived  for  eeveral  hours  or  for  a  dag. 
It  now  recovers  its  cylindrical  shape,  but  is  greatly  HiTnini«M 
both  in  length  and  diameter.  It  is  now  not  larger  tliM  t 
goose-quill,  much  less  than  the  main  trunk  of  the  pulmoniiy 
artery,  and  not  more  than  equal  to  each  of  its  branches. 

In  a  child  which  has  lived  for  some  days  or  a  week.  The 
duct  will  now  be  found  wrinkled  and  shortened  to  the  lengtk 


the  aorta  and  pulmonio  artery."  (BeU's  Anatomy,  toL  i.  p.  465 ;  Amctka 
edition.) 

According  to  Meckel,  the  obliteration  of  the  duotus  arterioBOB  ItMim 
behind  it  **a  round  solid  cord,  a  line  thick  and  about  four  linea  1ff"f " 
(Meokera  Anatomy,  toL  IL  ]».  874,  translated  by  A.  8.  Doaae,  M.D.) 
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of  only  a  few  lines,  while  its  diameter  is  not  larger  than  that 
of  a  crow-quill;  at  the  same  time,  the  diameter  of  the  branches 
of  the  pulmonary  artery  will  be  found  increased  to  that  of  a 
goose-quill.  Finally,  the  perfect  closure  of  the  duct  does  not 
take  place  until  after  the  lapse  of  several  weeks  or  months. 

In  relation  to  the  foregoing  changes,  as  stated  by  Prof, 
Bemt,  Orfila  has  reported  some  observations,  and  of  the  eight 
eases  which  he  details,  only  four  were  found  to  confirm  them. 

In  one  case,  of  a  mature  still-born  foetus,  the  ductus  arte- 
riosus was  found  only  half  the  size  of  the  trunk  of  the  pul- 
manajy  artery;  it  was  cylindrical,  half  an  inch  long,  and 
about  as  large  as  one  of  the  branches  of  the  pulmonary  artery. 

In  a  second  case,  of  a  male  foetus  eight  months  old,  born 
dead,  the  ductus  arteriosus  was  cylindrical,  not  quite  Jialf  the 
nze  of  the  trunk  of  the  pulmonary  artery;  larger  than  the 
right,  and  much  larger  than  the  left  branch  of  that  artery. 

In  a  third  case,  of  a  mature  female  infant  which  had  lived 
five  hours,  the  ductus  arteriosus,  so  far  from  being  cylindrical, 
was  found  dilated  at  its  middle  part,  and  its  extremity  toward 
the  aorta  much  larger  than  that  toward  the  heart ;  it  was  eight 
Unes  in  length,  and  considerably  diminished  in  size.  The 
trunk  of  the  pulmonary  artery  was  sensibly  larger  than  the 
Uft  hran<:h  of  that  artery,  but  scarcely  equaled  in  size  the 
right  branch  of  this  vessel. 

In  the  fourth  case,  a  female  infant  of  full  age,  having  lived 
nineteen  days,  the  ductus  arteriosus  was  only  three  lines  in 
length,  cylindrical,  its  size  three  times  less  than  that  of  the 
trunk  of  the  pulmonary  artery,  a  little  less  in  size  than  the 
right  branch,  but  much  larger  than  the  left  branch  of  that 
artery.* 

In  four  other  cases  of  infants  at  full  age,  two  of  whom  were 
bom  dead,  it  was  found  that  the  changes  in  the  ductus  arte- 
riosus corresponded  with  the  statements  of  Professor  Bemt. 

Very  recently,  Mr.  Jennings,  of  England,  has  reported  seve- 
ral cases  which  tend  to  support  the  correctness  of  the  obser- 
yations  of  Bernt.     In  three  still-born  children,  the  ductus 


*  Le9on8  de  M^ecine  Legale,  par  M.  Orfila,  toL  i.  pp.  888,  889 }  second 
edition. 
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arteriosus  was  found  cylindrical,  nearly  as  large  as  the  niui 
trunk  of  the  pulmonary  artery,  and  larger  than  either  of  the 
branches.  In  a  fourth  child,  which  had  breathed  freely,  and 
died  one  hour  after  birth,  the  ductus  arteriosus  was  coniol, 
with  the  apex  toward  the  aorta,  and  smaller  than  the  piihio- 
nary  branches. 

In  a  fifth  child,  which  was  feeble,  and  died  soon  after  birtt, 
the  duct  was  conical,  with  the  apex  toward  the  aorta,  nd 
smaller  than  the  pulmonary  branches.  The  sixth  child  wm 
born  with  the  breach  presenting  and  in  a  state  of  asphyxk 
The  lungs  were  inflated,  and  it  cried,  but  died  shortly  afier. 
Here  the  duct  was  found  conical,  and  considerably  smsDer 
than  the  main  pulmonary  trunk.^ 

The  result  of  my  observations  goes  strongly  to  support 
the  accuracy  of  these  yiews.  In  six  still-bom  children  I 
found  the  ductus  arteriosus  cylindrical  in  shape,  and  abost 
the  size  of  the  main  trunk  of  the  pulmonary  artery,  ud 
considerably  larger  than  either  of  its  branches — in  soaie 
cases,  double  the  size.  In  a  seventh  still-bom  child,  I 
found  it  nearly  of  the  size  of  the  pulmonary  artery,  but  not 
much  larger  than  its  branches.  In  a  child  which  had  lired 
four  days,  the  ductus  arteriosus  was  cylindrical,  three  lines  in 
length,  and  about  the  size  of  a  crow-quill,  and  not  more  than 
half  the  size  of  the  pulmonary  artery.  In  a  child  which  had 
lived  three  days,  the  ductus  arteriosus  was  two  and  a  half  lines 
long  and  cylindrical ;  about  one-third  the  size  of  the  pulmo- 
nary artery,  and  somewhat  smaller  than  the  branches  of  that 
artery.  In  a  child  which  lived  forty-six  hours,  the  ductus 
arteriosus  was  one-fourth  of  an  inch  long,  cylindrical  in  shape, 
less  than  half  the  size  of  the  pulmonary  artery,  and  about 
equal  to  one  of  its  branches. 

From  the  foregoing,  therefore,  I  think  we  may  safely  con- 
clude, that  although  the  changes  in  the  ductus  arteriosus  con- 
sequent upon  respiration,  are  by  no  means  invariably  such  as 
are  reported  by  Prof.  Bernt,  yet  they  furnish  corroboratife 
proof  of  some  value.    It  is,  however,  evident  that  they  should 


*  Transactions  of  the  Provincial  Med.  and  Surg.  Association,  toL  ii.  p.  450l 


INFANTICIOE.  527 

Dcrer  be  taken  except  io  connection  with  the  other  signs  indt- 
cstive  of  respiration. 

(tr.)  TJie  ductus  venoms.  This  ia  a  vessel  lodged  in  the  pos- 
terior part  of  the  longitudinal  fisaore  of  the  liver.  It  cornea 
off  directly  from  the  umbilical  vein,  and  opens  with  the  vensa 
hcpiiticx  into  the  vena  cava  ascendens.  It  is  large  enough  to 
admit  a  common-sized  probe,  nhich  can  easily  be  introduced 
into  it  through  the  umbilical  vein.  Through  this  vessel  a 
portion  of  the  blood  passing  through  the  umbilical  vein  goes 
directly  to  the  cava  and  then  to  the  heart. 

In  the  foetus,  anterior  to  respiration,  the  ductus  venosus  is 
very  generally  open.  After  respiration  is  established,  it  gradu- 
ally contracts,  becomes  impervious,  and  ia  finally  converted 
into  a  ligament.  The  period  at  which  it  obliterates  varies 
very  much  in  different  cases.  In  twenty  infants  who  had  lived 
three  days,  it  was  found  obliterated.*  Generally  speaking, 
this  vessel  is  obliterated  before  the  ductus  arteriosus  or  the 
foramen  ovale.  The  only  inferences  that  can  be  drawn  fVom 
the  ductus  venosus  are  these:  if  it  be  obliterated,  it  is  [pre- 
sumptive] proof  that  the  child  has  lived  and  respired;  on 
the  contrary,  as  it  remains  open  a  day  or  two  at  least  after 
birth,  its  being  found  open  is  no  proof  that  the  child  was  bom 
dead. 

{d.)  The  um!)ilical  vettelt.  These  consist  of  two  arteries 
uid  a  vein.  The  former  (the  umbilical  arteries)  are  nothing 
more  than  continuations  of  the  iliacs.  They  mount  up  along 
the  sides  of  the  urinary  bladder,  and  go  directly  to  the  um- 
bilicus, throngh  nhich  they  pass,  forming,  with  the  vein,  ths 
mnbilical  cord.  These  vessels  carry  tho  blood  of  the  foetus 
to  the  placenta.  Tho  latter  {the  umbilical  vein)  brings  the 
blood  from  the  placenta  to  tho  fcetus.  It  enters  at  the  um- 
bilicus, and  goes  upward  and  backward  to  the  great  fissure 
of  the  liver.  After  birth,  these  vessels  become  gradually 
obliterated,  and  converted  into  ligaments.  The  period  at 
which  this  obliteration  takes  place  varies  in  different  nabjects. 
It  takes  place,  however,  sooner  than  that  of  any  other  of  the 
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foet&l  openings.  In  twenty  cases  of  infants  who  died  on  the 
third  day,  they  were  all  obliterated.  The  only  inference, 
therefore,  that  can  be  drawn  from  finding  them  closed,  is 
that  the  child  has  [probably]  been  alive ;  at  the  same 
time,  their  being  open  is  no  proof  that  the  child  was  bom 
dead. 

With  regard  to  the  whole  of  the  changes  which  take  place 
in  the  circulation  after  birth,  M.  Billard  has  made  a  number 
of  exceedingly  interesting  and  important  obserrations,  which 
deserve  to  be  recorded. 

Cliildren  one  day  old.  In  eighteen  children  of  this  age, 
fourteen  had  the  foramen  ovale  completely  open ;  in  two,  its 
obliteration  had  conmienced;  and  in  the  remaining  two,  it  was 
completely  closed,  and  passed  no  blood.  In  the  same  infants, 
thirteen  had  the  ductus  arteriosus  open  and  full  of  blood;  in 
four,  its  obliteration  had  commenced;  and  in  one  it  was  com* 
plete.  This  last  was  one  of  the  two  that  had  the  foramen 
ovale  completely  closed.  The  umbilical  arteries  were  open 
quite  to  their  insertion  in  the  iliac  arteries;  their  calibre, 
however,  was  diminished  by  a  remarkable  thickening  of  the 
coats.  In  all  these  children,  the  umbilical  rein  and  the 
ductus  venosus  were  open,  and  the  latter  vessel  gorged  with 
blood.* 

Children  ttco  days  old.  In  twenty-two  infants  of  this  age, 
fifteen  had  the  foramen  ovale  quite  open ;  in  three,  it  was 
almost  obliterated;  and  in  the  remaining  four  entirely  so. 
In  thirteen  of  the  same  children  the  ductus  arteriosus  was 
open;  in  six,  the  obliteration  was  commenced;  and  in  three  it 
was  complete.  In  all  of  the  twenty-two,  the  umbilical  arteries 
were  obliterated  to  a  greater  or  less  extent.  The  umbiUeal 
vein  and  ductus  venosus^  though  empty  and  flat,  would  yet 
admit  a  probe  of  considerable  size. 

Children  three  days  old.  In  twenty-two  infants  of  this 
age,  fourteen  had  the  foramen  ovale  still  open;  in  five,  the 
obliteration  had  commenced;  and  in  the  remaining  three  it 


*  Trmit^  dcs  Maladies  des  Enfans,  tie.,  par  C.  M.  BiUard,  pp.  57&-^ 
AlM^Ii«$«MdtlUdMiMUfalflbPvM.Orfila.TQLip.S87;  aecmdedMoi 
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3  complete.     In  fifteen,  the  ductut  arteriosus  viAs  still  free; 
1  five,  tie  obliteration  had  commenced;  and  in  only  two  was 
t  complete.     Theae  two  were  of  the  three  which  had  the  fora- 
1  ovale  closed.    In  all  the  twenty-two,  the  uvibilical  vesteU 
i  duetus  venosUB  were  empty,  and  even  obliterated. 
Children  four  days  old.     In  twenty-seven  infants  of  thit   , 
',  seventeen  had  the  foramen  ovale  still  open,  and  in  sii  of 
e  this  opening  was  very  large  nnd  distended,  with  a  gi'ea4 
mtity  of  blood;  in  eight,  the  otliteration  was  commenced^ 
Bid  in  two  complete.     In  seventeen,  the  ductus  arteriosus  was 
Mall  open;    in  seven,  the  obliteration  had  commenced,  and 
ideed  consisted  only  of  a  very  narrow  passage;  in  the  threo   | 
maining,  the  obliteration  was  eonaplete.    The  umbilical  artsi   ' 
fii»»  were  in  almost  all  obliterated  near  the  umbilicus,  but  word 
yet  capable  of  being  dilated  near  their  insertion  into  the  iliacu 
The  umbilical  vein  and  the  ductus  venosus  were  completely 
empty,  and  very  much  contracted.  ■ 

Children  five  days  old.  In  twenty-nine  infanta  of  this 
age,  thirteen  had  the  foramen  ovale  yet  open,  although  the 
Opening  did  not  exist  in  tbe  same  degree  in  all;  (in  four  of 
them  it  was  krge,  and  in  the  nine  others  moderato ;)  in 
■ax,  the  obliteration  was  complete;  and  in  the  remaining  teOf 
almost  complete.  In  fifteen  of  these  twenty-nine  the  ductUM 
arteriosus  was  found  open ;  in  ten  of  them  very  freely  ao,  and 
in  the  other  five  the  obliteration  was  very  much  advanced. 
In  seven,  this  canal  waa  completely  obliterated;  while  in  tha 
remtiiniug  aeven  it  was  nearly  ao.  In  all,  the  umbilical  va* 
stU  were  completely  obliterated. 

Children  eight  days  old.  In  twenty  children  of  this  agej 
the  foravien  ovale  was  completelj  closed  in  eleven ;  iocoto* 
pletely  so  in  four,  and  open  in  five.  In  three,  the  ductua 
arterioiui  was  not  obliterated;  in  six,  it  was  almost  entirelj 
obliterated ;  and  in  eleven,  the  obliteration  was  complete.  Is 
fifteen,  the  umbilical  vessels  were  obliterated;  tbe  remaining 
five  were  not  examined. 

Children  at  more  advanced  ages.  In  most  of  these  tha 
foetal  openings  are  obliterated;  nevertheless,  the  foramen  oval4 
and  the  ductus  arteriosus  may  bo  foimd  open  as  late  as  twelve 
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or  fifteen  days,  and  eren  three  weeks,  wHlioiit  aaj  partidhr 
accident  happening  during  its  life  to  the  ohild.* 

(e.)  The  umbUieal  a^.  This  is  the  laat  peenliaiitj  rf  Ai 
lodtal  circulation  which  requires  notice.  After  the  hfaAil 
the  child)  and  the  dirision  of  it  from  the  placenta,  il  iiiA 
known  that  in  a  few  days  the  cord  aepafatea  fictn  Ai 
child,  and  drops  oSL  If,  therefore,  in  <»y^mtnifig  a  eM% 
it  be  found  that  the  cord  has  separated  in  the  iisoal  w^ 
it  is  a  proof  that  the  child  has  lived.  As,  however,  the  i^i* 
ration  of  the  cord  takes  some  days,  it  is  obvioiui  that  iti  |» 
sence  is  no  proof  that  the  child  was  not  bom  aliTe.  Ai  in  Ai 
case  of  the  foramen  ovale  and  the  ductua  arteriosus,  it  hi 
been  supposed,  however,  that  the  successiTe  changes  nU 
the  cord  undergoes  from  birth  until  its  final  sepanlii^ 
afford  some  indication,  not  merely  of  the  child's  having  ben 
bom  alive,  but  also  of  the  length  of  time  daring  which  it  M 
lived.  M.  Billard  was  the  first  by  whom  these  changes  wn 
properly  investigated.  These  I  shall  briefly  notice.  ByAe 
cord  here,  we  mean  that  portion  of  it  which  is  between  Ai 
umbilicus  of  the  child  and  the  ligature.  In  the^new-bsi 
infant  it  is  firm,  round,  and  of  bluish  color.  If  the  chU 
lives,  the  first  change  which  it  undergoes  is  that  of  wUheriBf; 
the  second  is  that  of  desiccation  or  drying;  the  third  is  As 
separatum;  the  last,  the  cicatrization  of  the  umbilicus. 

Withering  of  the  cord.  This  is  the  incipient  stage  of  deao> 
cation,  and  is  indicated  by  the  cord  becoming  soft,  flabby,  ud 
very  flexible.  It  takes  place  at  variable  periods,  from  £fe 
hours  to  three  days  after  birth.  Of  sixteen  infants  who  bl 
the  cord  withered,  one  was  five  hours  old,  six  were  a  day  oU, 
four  were  two  days  old,  and  four  were  three  days  old. 

Desiccation  or  drying  of  the  cord.  The  cord  now  bo- 
comes  dry  and  flattened,  and  of  a  brownish-red  color.  Am 
the  process  advances,  it  becomes  still  more  flattened,  and 


*  So  many  oases  of  open  foramen  ovale  in  the  adoU  hare  been  rteatU 
of  late  years,  that  it  must  now  be  oonsidered  as  not  a  Tery  rare  anona^* 
See  Boms  on  the  Heart,  p.  17;  Conrisart,  p.  209,  Amerioan  edition;  Ncv 
York  Med.  and  Phys.  Journal,  toI.  ii.  p.  444,  toL  tL  p.  260;  AnwrioMi 
Jeumal  Med.  Soienoee,  toL  zt.  p.  228. 
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i-traQBparent.  The  umbilical  veBsels  hot  become  con- 
bCt«d,  aod  in  some  cases  obliterated.  This  process  usnallj 
nmcDces  on  the  first  or  second  day  after  birth,  and  is 
BDpleted  on  the  third,  fourth,  or  fifth  day.  The  average 
_  iriod  is  about  the  third  day.  Of  twenty-five  infants,  in 
whom  the  desiccation  was  complete,  Billard  found  one  wM 
one  day  old,  one  a  day  and  a  half  old,  five  were  two  days  old, 
nine  three  days  old,  four  four  days  old,  five  five  days  old. 

By  M.  Billard  this  desiccation  ie  considered  as  a  vital  pro- 
cess, and  bis  reasons  are,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  portion  at 
cord  beyond  the  ligature,  or  that  which  is  attached  to  the  pla- 
centa, does  not  undergo  this  process  of  desiccation,  but  decom- 
poses and  purifies  like  any  other  dead  matter,  while  the  part 
of  the  cord  between  the  ligature  anil  the  abdomen  atone  under- 
BMes  desiccation,  a  process  entirely  different  from  pntrefac 
^Pbd.     And  in  the  second  place,  that  the  cord  ccages  to  desio- 
BsMe  as  soon  as  life  ceases ;  that  it  does  not  desiccate  at  all 
in  the  foetus  which  is  born  dead ;  that  on  the  dead  subject  tho 
cord  undergoes  a  real  putrefaction,  which  is  altogether  dif- 
ferent from  this  desiccation.* 


•  Ti»iW  dM  MaladiM  des  Enfuiw,  elo,.  par  C.  M.  Billard,  p.  16;  New 
Tork  Uedioal  and  Phjaical  Journal,  vol,  vi.  pp.  EOS,  S04.  BilUrd  BlatM 
iLat  in  fiBtal  ■ubjeets  brnught  in  Far  the  parpoges  of  direction,  he  tXmt-jt 
«baerTcd  that  the;  laaj  be  kept  for  acTeral  daya  without  an;  drying  of  tlia 
cord.  The  cord  exen  remaiiu  suffieienliy  soft,  and  its  xeBsels  Bufficieotlj 
open  to  pennLt  of  their  being  injected.  During  life,  an  the  other  hand,  tlie 
cord  duiccales  and  the  yesaela  become  obliterated  ttora  (he  first,  sceond,  or 
lliird  dftj.     For  the  purpose  of  testing  theie  facte,  be  preserred  a  nuinbsi) 

flead  bodies  of  children  for  ee'erat  daye.     The  cord  did  ngi  JeBiccnl*, 
na4ltied  loft  and  Qeiible,  even  to  the  fourth  nod  fiflh  day,  sod  Iben  U 
bUo  a  slate  of  putridity,     lie  alio  succeeded  in  injecting,  bj  (he  umbili- 
Mrd.  at  the  end  of   foor  daji,   the   bod;  of  a  atill-born  child.      Th« 
f*nl  b«re  wae  not  the  leMl  deeiocated,  and  was  unl;  very  sofL  (Billard,  p.  21.) 
Vbea  (iie  umbilical  cord  ii  left  to  andergo  pulrefactioo,  It  beooiaea  greenlshr 
Vhite:   atler  that  it  puckers  at  its  extremity;  the  cuticle  of  [be  cord  is  CMllf 
Wfnralcd.  although  the  cord  itself  docs  not  separate  tV-om  the  abdomen,  U 
it  doea  dxring  life.     The  cord  can  be  torn  in  different  places,  and  if  it  haa 
tMO  J**  w"'""  ''"'  "otne  lime,  it  is  soft  and  Tery  fragile.     Billard  has  netn 
_  ijie  cord  of  a  child,  bom  dead,  dried  up  before  the  flfth  or  siilb  daj, 
J  Js  (^^  °**^  '^  preaertes  ita  circular  foim  and  even  iti  luppleneas  for  > 
— ■ide'*^''  time.     According  to  the  obserr&tiong  of  M.  BilUrd,  putreAo- 
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Separation  or  dropping  off  of  d 
which  this  takes  place  varies  very  c 
children  examined  bj  Billard,  in  ts 
rated,  3  were  two  days  old,  3  three  t 
and  1  seven.*  From  the  fourth  to 
then,  would  appear  to  he  the  ordii 
cord  falls  off,  although  it  eometimes  1 
times  later.  Generally,  then,  the  coi 
day,  at  the  end  of  which  deaiccatiot 
is  complete  on  the  third  day,  and  bel 
day  the  cord  drops  off.  All  this,  of 
roua  variations  and  exceptions. 

Before  dismissing  the  subject  of  th 
another  phenomenon  which  requires 
to  the  dropping  off  of  the  cord,  ther 
fiamtnatory  circle  around  its  attachn 
by  many  this  has  been  suppcsed  to 
action,  and  of  course  that  the  chil 
alive.  This  sign  is  by  no  means 
deed,  according  to  the  observations  > 
to  be  more  commonly  absent.  Ou 
he  found  only  twenty-six  who  c.\hibi 
inflammatory  circle.  Its  absence,  t) 
to  be  looked  upon  as  an  evidence  tfa 
alive. 

Cicatriiotion  of  the  umbiUeus. 
which  these  parts  undergo,  and  the 
place  is  from  the  tenth  to  the  twelftl 

III.  Proofi  of  the  child  having  res 

abdominal  orgt 

The  only  organs  from  which  anj 

drawn  are  the  liver,  the  intestines,  ai 

Uon  of  Ihe  oord  neTec  ooaura  aaiiX  this  pri 
putB  of  Ihc  bodj.  The  cord,  therefore,  is  i 
the  abdomiaiLl  parieteg  hare  turned  green  ac 
St4t«  of  decided  dec om position.  (Sillu'd,  pp. 
•  BUlard,  p.  20. 
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The  Liver.  It  13  a  fact  well  established,  that  in  the 
kture  foetus  the  liver  U  much  larger  than  it  is  after  respira- 
tiOE  has  taken  place.*  From  the  changes  which  occur  in  the 
circulating  system  immediately  upon  the  commencement  of 
respiration,  the  cause  of  this  must  be  obvious.  In  the  fcctal 
State,  the  langs  have  but  a  small  quantity  of  blood  circu- 
lating through  them.  As  soon,  however,  as  respiration  is  es- 
tabltahed,  the  pulmonary  organs  become  charged  with  blood. 
Hence,  as  already  stated,  their  weight  ia  greatly  increased. 
Now  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  this  new  detemunar- 
tiou  of  blood  to  the  lungs  is  followed  by  a  loss  of  blood  on  the 
part  of  the  liver. 

In  addition  to  this,  the  supply  of  blood  to  the  liver  from 
the  umbilical  vein  is  now  cut  off.  From  these  two  causes  the 
quantity  of  blood  going  to  the  liver  must  he  greatly  les- 
sened, And  hence  this  organ  gradually  diminishes  in  size 
after  birth.  From  these  facts  it  appears  to  me  that  the  rela- 
e  weight  of  the  liver  may  servo  as  a  useful  test  to  establish 
B  fact  of  respiration  having  taken  place,  and  more  espcci- 
f  to  correct  any  fallacies  that  might  occur  from  the  test  of 
mcquet.  To  e.xemplify — if  by  the  test  of  Ploucquet  it 
old  he  found  that  the  lungs  bad  acquired  the  weight  of  & 
nld  which  had  respired,  while  the  liver  had  lost  none  of  its 
fcctal  weight,  then  there  might  be  ground  for  suspecting  that 
the  increase  of  weight  in  the  lungs  was  owing  to  some  other 
cause  than  respiration.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  liver  had 
diminished  in  weight,  white  the  lungs  bad  increased,  this  con- 
currence of  the  two  testa  wouM  certainly  add  greatly  to  the 
force  and  conclusiveness  of  the  testimony. 

By  no  writer  on  forensic  medicine,  that  has  ever  fallen 
n&der  my  examination,  has  this  teat  been  suggested,  and  I 
throw  it  oat  at  present,  in  the  hope  that  it  may  attract  the 
attention  of  inquirers  on  this  interesting  subject. f 

■  •  According  to  Meckel,  Uie  absolute  weight  und  siie  of  Ibe  liier  dimiaUhw 
M  •Qil  nf  the  first  year.  In  five  n^w-born  children,  be  fouod  Ilia  livei 
r  braTier  limn  In  Gts  other  cbildren,  from  eight  to  leo  moDtbj. 
>■  Ueckel.  vol.  ili.  p.  809.) 
\  Thia  wu  originniljr  suggested  tireaif-flTe  jears  ago.  eioee  theo,  I  Bnd 
■  ml^cet  hu  kltrneted  the  attention  of  foreign  irritara.     Professar  Bemt, 
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2.  The  intettineM.  In  the  foetal  state  tliese  oqpna  eistni 
a  dark  pitchy  matter,  called  the  meconiom,  which  is  eraould 
flhortlj  after  birth,  when  the  child  ia  bom  alive.  The  pdol 
at  which  the  meconium  is  discharged  is  by  no  means  iinifa& 
In  some  cases  it  takes  place  immediately  after  birthy  nUik 
others  it  is  delayed  for  several  honrs.  If^  therefore,  ihete- 
oonimn  be  found  evacuated,  it  offers  a  presumption  in  fkimi 
the  child  haying  been  bom  aliye,  while  at  the  same  tbaeitii 
evident  that  the  child  may  be  bom  alive,  and  jet  die  befioni 
is  discharged. 

[Contents  of  the  stomach.  Evidence  of  live  birtlL  has  hm 
obtained  in  several  cases  from  analysis  of  the  contents  of  fli 
stomach.  Starch  and  sugar  have  each  been  detected.  Ik 
Q^oghegan  and  Dr.  Francis  detected  starch  by  its  appnqprali 
test,  iodine.  Dr.  Taylor  detected  sugar  by  Trommer's  tai 
Neither  of  these  sul^ances  are  ever  found  in  the  fiodtil  ill' 
mack— Taylor,  p.  828.] 

8.  The  bladder.  Anterior  to  birth  it  has  been  ascertuMi 
that  the  bladder  contains  a  considerable  quantity  of  Bna 
At  variable  periods  after  birth  this  is  discharged*  I£^  tiiaS' 
fore,  on  examination,  it  should  be  found  empty,  the  prenif- 
tion  is  in  favor  of  the  child  having  been  bom  aUve^  sodflf 
having  lived  sufficiently  long  to  pass  its  nrine  by  its  on 
efforts.  It  is  obvious,  however,  that  this  is  liable  to  muj 
exoeptions,  and  should  not,  therefore,  be  infallibly  relied  od. 

0-ener€d  inferences  dedttced  from  the  preceding  examina^ 
of  the  respiratory  organSj  the  cireulationy  and  the  abdomisd 
organs. 

I.  The  conclusion  may  be  drawn  that  the  chUd  has  respM 
perfectly^  if  the  thorax  be  well  arched ;  if  the  volume  of  tbe 
lungs  be  large,  filling  up  the  cavity  of  the  chest;  if  they  oonr 
the  diaphragm,  and  nearly  the  whole  of  the  pericardium;  if 

of  Vienna,  has  more  etpeoially  noticed  it ;  and  in  his  Centmia  Mxp«im» 
torum^  has  in  aU  cases  reported  the  weight  of  the  Uyer.  It  doM  not  fipsu 
firom  these  reports,  howeyer,  that  anj  general  and  Hatiafactoiy  proportiii 
iMiween  the  weight  of  the  bodj  and  that  of  the  liTer,  liefora  mad  i^te  hiiik 
oaa  be  established.    The  rtseaiohM  of  Oxfila  Ud  him  to  a  like  trtmfthH**^ 
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iey  lire  soft  and  epongy;  if  their  color  be  bright-red  or  scar- 
it;  if  on  pressure,  or  being  cot  into,  tbey  crepitate ;  if  they 
Sreigh  one  thousand  grains  or  upwards ;  if  their  weight,  com- 
psred  with  the  weight  of  the  body,  be  as  one  to  forty ;  if  they 
float  in  water  with  the  heart  attached  to  them,  and  when  cot 
into  pieces  each  fragment  floats,  and  if  this  floating  be  proved 
not  to  be  owing  to  putrefaction  or  artificial  inflntion ;  and 
finally,  if  the  meconium  be  evacuated,  if  the  ductus  arteriosns 
l>e  conical  iu  its  shape,  or  greatly  diminished  in  size. 

II.  It  may  be  inferred  that  the  child  has  ordy  respired  iw- 
perfectltf,  if  the  longs  only  partially  cover  the  diaphragm  and 
the  sides  of  the  pericardium ;  if  they  present  hero  and  there 
streaks  of  scarlet  intermixed  with  brownish-rod,  and  thia  es- 
pecially in  the  right  lung ;  if  the  scarlet  portions  crepitate, 
aad  the  brownish-red  arc  dense ;  if  portions  only  of  the  lungs 
float  in  water,  and  if  this  be  not  owing  to  putrefaction  or  arti- 
ficial in£ation ;  and  finally,  if  the  ductus  arteriosus  has  as- 
stuned  the  conical  shape.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  suggest 
tiwt  where  the  signs  give  evidence  only  of  imperfect  respir*- 
tioD,  the  greatest  caution  should  be  exercised  in  making  up  an 
opinion.  ^Vhere  the  signs  are  so  indistinct  as  to  leave  the 
question  doubtful,  the  medical  witness  should  not  hesitate  to 
lay  so. 

y  III.  If,  in  addition  to  the  signs  of  respiration,  whether  por- 
iet  or  imperfect,  as  just  mentioned,  (in  I.  and  II.,)  the  um- 
1  cord  be  found  desiccated,  the  inference  may  be  drawn 
t  retpiration  has  been  continued  at  Uattfor  teveral  How^, 

i  gtneraVy  frovi  one  to  two  dayg. 

IV.  If  the  ductus  arteriosus,  the  foramen  ovale,  and  the 
dtictas  venosus  be  obliterated,  and  if  the  umbilical  cord  be 
separated,  the  conclusion  is  certain,  not  merely  that  the  child 
WM  bom  alive,  but  that  it  lived  for  a  time,  sufficient  for  these 
vita]  changes  to  take  place. 

T.  It  may  be  inferred  that  the  child  has  not  respired,  if 
the  thorax  bo  fiat ;  if  the  lungs  occupy  only  the  superior  and 
posterior  parts  of  the  chest ;  if  they  are  small  in  volume,  leav- 
ing uncovered  the  diaphragm  and  the  sides  of  the  pericardium ; 
"%  the  diaphragm  bo  much  arched ;  if  the  texture  of  the  lungs 
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be  dense ;  if  their  color  be  dark-brown,  resembling  that  of  the 
liver  of  the  adult;  if  on  pressure,  or  being  cut  into,  they  do 
not  crepitate ;  if  their  weight  be  under  six  hundred  grains ;  if 
their  weight,  compared  with  that  of  the  body,  be  not  more 
than  one  to  forty-seven ;  if  the  entire  lungs,  as  well  as  every 
fragment,  when  cut  into  pieces,  sink  rapidly  in  water,  and  if 
this  sinking  be  not  owing  to  engorgement  or  disease;  and 
finally,  if  the  ductus  arteriosus  be  cylindrical,  and  nearly  of 
the  size  of  the  trunk  of  the  pulmonary  artery,  and  if  the  cord 
be  round  and  firm. 

I  have  now  gone  through  the  consideration  of  the  various 
proofs  of  a  child  having  respired,  and  it  is  from  these  that  we 
infer  that  a  child  was  born  alive.  To  all  this,  however,  a 
capital  objection  remains  to  be  considered.  A  child,  it  is 
urged,  may  respire  during  the  birthj  and  yet  may  die  hefcrt 
it  is  fully  bom.  In  this  case  the  proofs  of  respiration  may 
be  present,  and  yet  the  child  may  not  have  been  bom  alive. 
This  is  undoubtedly  a  most  formidable  objection,  as  its  direct 
tendency  is  to  render  all  the  evidences  of  respiration  invalid 
as  proofs  of  live  birth.  It  is  an  objection,  too,  which  may  be 
started  in  every  trial  for  infanticide.  It  requires,  therefore, 
to  be  fully  investigated.'*'  The  objection  may  present  itself 
in  two  difierent  shapes,  each  of  which  I  shall  examine. 

1.  It  may  be  objected,  that  '^  a  child  will  very  commonly 
breathe  as  soon  as  its  mouth  is  born,  or  protruded  from  its 
mother,  and  in  that  case  may  lose  its  life  before  it  is  bom, 
especially  when  there  happens  to  be  a  considerable  interval  of 
time  between  what  we  may  call  the  birth  of  the  child's  head 
and  the  protrusion  of  the  body.**t 

This  objection  did  not  originate  with  Dr.  Hunter.  It  is 
noticed  by  Morgagni,  and  I  find  it  discussed  by  the  German 
writers  early  in  the  last  century.     It  must  be  admitted,  how- 

*  In  proTious  editions  of  this  work,  I  have  considered  this  objection  under 
the  head  of  the  Hydrostatic  test.  As  it  is,  howeTer,  as  much  an  objection 
against  almost  all  the  signs  of  respiration  aa  it  is  against  the  Hydrostade 
teat,  and  as,  indeed,  it  goes  to  nullify  respiration  itself,  as  a  proof  of  fin 
birth,  it  is  more  properly  to  be  considered  as  a  distinct  question. 

t  Dr.  William  Hunter,  in  the  Medical  Obs.  and  Inq.  of  London,  toL  tL 
p.  287. 
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ever,  that  the  liigh  nuthoritj  of  Htmter's  name  has  given  to  it 
an  importance  wbicli  it  otherwise  would  never  have  possessed, 
uid  it  is  on  this  account  more  especially  deserving  of  exami- 
nation. It  involves  two  points,  each  of  which  la  worthy  of 
distinct  elucidation.  Is  it  possible  that  a  child  can  breathe 
when  nothing  more  than  its  head  i»  delivered  ?  and  if  bo,  is  it 
probable,  that  after  having  respired  in  this  situation,  it  will 
die  before  the  delivery  of  the  rest  of  the  body  ? 

Both  these  must  he  answered  affirmatively  to  render  the 
objection  of  any  force.  The  mere  fact  of  a  child's  breathing 
in  this  situation  amounts  to  nothing,  unless  it  be  followed  by 
its  death.  It  must  both  breathe  and  die  before  it  is  born,  to 
make  good  the  objection. 

Although  it  be  denied  by  some  very  respectahle  authors, 
that  a  child  can  perform  the  act  of  respiration  when  merely  its 
head  is  born,  yet  the  fact  rests  upon  evidence  too  substantial 
to  be  contradicted;  and  it  is  equally  true,  that  it  may  die  in 
this  position ;  indeed,  three  cases  of  death  under  these  precise 
drcumstances  have  been  recorded — one  by  Dr.  D.  Hosack  and 
two  by  Dr.  Campbell — yet  all  must  admit  that  this  is,  at  the 
nime  time,  a  very  rare  and  a  very  improbable  event,  and  that, 
in  case  of  its  happening,  the  cause  of  death  will  generally  be 
evident  on  a  mere  examination  of  the  body  of  the  infant.  This 
irould  certainly  be  true  of  the  more  common  causes  of  tedious 
delivery,  as  very  wide  shoulders,  tumors  of  the  body,  etc. 

2.  There  is  another  shape  m  which  this  objection  may  pre- 
sent itself — the  child  may  respire  while  yet  in  the  womb,  and 
before  it  is  born  may  die. 

With  regard  to  the  occurrence  of  respiration  in  a  child  while 
yet  in  the  womb,  and  before  the  rupture  of  the  membranes,  the 
thing  is  physically  impossible,  and  there  is  no  evidence  which 
can  saUsfy  me  that  it  has  ever  taken  place.*     This  objection 


*  HercrlbDleoB,  csbcb  of  ILis  kiod  have  Ikdd  gTarel?  pablished  to  tbe 
sorld.  In  tlie  tirenty-siith  lolume  of  the  TransaclionB  of  the  Rojal  Social; 
ef  Locdoii,  Mr.  Derhun  giTCB  bd  Booount  of  a  cbitd  irho  cried  Blmost  daily 
for  It*  nieka  before  deliTer;  I  Aoolber  case  ia  deiulcd  in  the  BeTontj-tbird 

ttb«r  of  tbg  Edinburgh  Uadical  and  Surgical  Journal,  by  Dr.  Zitterland, 

I  Vot.  L  35 
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requires  no  farther  consideration.  When,  however,  the  mem- 
branes are  raptured,  the  mouth  of  the  uterus  dilated,  and  the 
head  of  the  child  descends  and  the  mouth  readily  communicates 
with  the  external  air,  imperfect  respiration  may  take  place,  and 
in  some  cases  has  actually  done  so.  The  following,  recorded 
on  respectable  authority,  will  illustrate  this.  The  first  is  re- 
lated by  Prof.  Holms,  of  Montreal,  Canada:  ^^On  the  29th  of 
October,  1828,  I  was  called  to  a  lady  in  labor  of  her  sixth 
child.  The  face  presented,  but  the  pelvis  being  capacious,  and 
her  labors  generally  easy,  no  attempt  was  made  to  change  the 
position.  The  head  continuing  to  descend,  the  mouth  lay  on 
the  pubis,  and  the  examining  finger  could  easily  be  introduced 
into  it.  The  occiput  did  not  yet  occupy  fully  the  cavity  of  the 
sacrum.  At  this  time  I  heard  sounds  like  the  cries  of  a  child 
whose  mouth  was  muffled  by  some  covering,  but  not  very  dis- 
tinct, and  not  being  at  all  prepared  for  them,  I  thought  when 
they  ceased  that  they  must  have  been  produced  by  flatus  in 
the  intestines  of  the  mother.  In  the  course  of  a  short  time^ 
however,  the  cries  were  repeated,  and  with  the  greatest  dis- 
tinctness, so  as  not  to  admit  of  a  doubt  that  they  proceeded 
from  the  child.    The  mother,  much  alarmed,  inquired  the  caase 


of  Strasborg,  in  Prussia.  Speaking  of  these  cases,  Yelpeau  quotes  La  Fon- 
taine:  ** Since  learned  and  credible  men  hare  heard  it,  I  will  beliere  it;  hot 
I  should  not  belieTe  it,  if  I  had  heard  it  myself." 

To  those  who  feel  a  curiosity  in  inyestigating  thia  subjeet,  the  foUowing 
references  are  furnished: — 

Johnson's  Medico-Chirurgical  Review,  toI.  iii.  p.  221;  toL  ri.  p.  532; 
Tol.  ix.  p.  524.  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Physical  Journal,  toI.  xxiii.  p.  550; 
Tol.  XXX.  p.  224;  toI.  xxxiii.  p.  215. 

Philadelphia  Journal  of  Medical  and  Physical  Sciences,  new  series,  toLIt. 
p.  407.  American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences,  toL  It.  p.  248;  toL  iVL 
p.  248;  ToL  xL  p.  546;  toI.  xiT.  p.  463. 

Quarterly  Journal  of  British  and  Foreign  Medicine  and  Surgery,  toL  !▼. 
p.  221 ;  New  York  Medical  and  Physical  Journal,  toL  L  p.  872. 

Baltimore  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  edited  by  Professor  E.  GtA- 
dings,  M.D.,  toL  iL  p.  445. 

Observations  on  Obstetrio  Auscultation,  ete.,  by  Erory  Kennedy,  }L1kt 
p.  819. 

Intra-Uterine  respiration,  in  its  relations  to  Physiology  and  Medical  Jniif- 
pndence,  by  Prof.  Gross,  in  the  Western  Medical  Gasette  for  Ju^,  1884 
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of  thpee  noises,  and  rei|uired  to  be  assured  that  thoy  were  not 
indicative  of  any  danger.  The  pains  being  brisk,  the  head 
■vraa  soon  expelled.  The  child  was  a  female,  and  is  gtill 
(Angnst,  1829,)  alive  and  thriving.  This  case  appears  to' 
mo  so  curious,  though  easy  of  explanation,  when  the  position 
of  the  mouth  is  considered,  that  I  am  induced  to  draw  up 
this  notice,  not  having  met  with  anything  similar  on  record, 
and  as  it  is  entirely  different  from  the  incredible  etories  we 
hare  of  the  fcetus  emitting  cries  before  the  commencement 
of  labor."* 

Another  case,  analogous  to  this,  is  still  more  recently  re- 
lated by  Mr,  Tomkins,  an  English  surgeon,  which  I  shall  record 
in  his  own  Ittngiinge:  "I  was,  some  time  since,  called  to  the 
wife  of  a  blacksmith  at  Preston,  who  was  in  labor  with  her 
tenth  child,  I  had  attended  her  in  several  former  confine- 
ments, and  she  had  always  had  quick  deliveries,  as  the  pelvis 
was  unusually  capacious,  and  her  puins  were  active.  After  I 
had  been  a  few  minutes  in  the  room,  I  proposed  and  made  as 
examination,  and  found  the  face  presenting,  and  making  its 
descent  into  the  pelvis,  the  chin  resting  on  the  os  pubis.  A 
few  strong  pains  succeeded,  and  I  sgain  examined,  to  ascer- 
tain if  the  face  had  made  any  advance.  I  found  it  had  done 
BO,  and  that  it  was  pressing  on  the  pcrinieum;  but  in  making 
this  examination,  my  finger  passed  freely  into  the  mouth  of 
the  child,  and  it  immediately  gave  a  convulsive  sob,  and  cried 
aloud,  to  the  great  terror  of  the  mother  and  of  the  by-standera, 
when  they  found  that  it  was  still  in  the  womb,  I  had  great 
difficulty  in  calming  the  agitation  produced  by  this  event  upon 
the  woman,  whose  pains  were  suspended  for  nearly  an  hour; 
hot  I  eventually  succeeded,  by  explaining  that  the  face  was 
presenting,  and  that  from  the  circumstances  of  my  having 
pftssed  my  finger  into  the  mouth,  the  air  hud  gained  admis- 
eion,  and  enabled  the  child  to  breathe.  This,  with  a  little 
spirit  and  water,  and  a  dose  of  the  ergot  of  rye,  succeeded  in 
hringUig  on  the  uterine  action,  and  after  two  pains,  the  child 


*  Edlobiirg)!  Medio*!  uiJ  SurgioU  JoiiMial,  toI.  luiii.  p.  215, 
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WMi  expelled  aliye  and  well,  al  leeit  o»e:boiir  aftar  k  hA 

respired  luid  cried  in  the  womb.''^    . 

Kow,  in  reply  to  the  difficnltiee  CMtited  ij  thaea  caaei^  Ai- 
following  considerations  may  be  nrged;^ — 

In  the  first  place»  such  cases  must  be  exoeedini^.  tana, 
Face  presentations  do  not  occur  fireqnentlj.  Oirt  oCilfiyM 
children  bom  at  the  Hospital  of  Matemilgr,  at  Paviii  ob^  flji 
or  one  in.  800,  were  of  this  natorcf  Eren  wheai  mA.jt^. 
sentations  do  hiq>pen,  the  occorrence  of  respimtioii  anterior 
to  delivery  can  take  place  only  under  yery  peculiar  .uiiuBi 
stances.  In  the  two  cases  detailed  above,  it  will  be  obevtal 
that  respiration  occurred  only  in  camequenee  cf  th^mtnim-' 
tion  cf  the  finger  of  the  aeeaueheur  into  the  ehiUCe  munA. 

In  the  second  place,  even  supposing  respiration  tO  tahi 
place,  it  must  be  very  imperfect,  unless  tiie  child  contimiedti 
breathe  after  it  was  delivered,  in  which  eaae  the  objeetioa 
would  of  course  fall  to  the  ground. 

In  the  last  place,  if  full  and  complete  respiration  took  phei 
under  these  circumstances,  (a  case  hardly  sapposable,  howefoc^) 
this  fiict  would  indicate,  most  clearly,  that  the  passages  ofihs 
mother  were  so  capacious  as  to  offer  no  impediment  to  s  proin|it 
and  safe  delivery;  and,  therefore,  no  question  of  a  orimiui 
nature  could  ever  be  raised.| 


*  Laneet  for  July,  1884. 

f  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  toL  xiz.  p  469. 

X  I  cannot  take  leare  of  this  point,  without  presenting  the  following  tiev 
taken  of  it  by  one  of  the  highest  authorities  on  eTery  qaestlon  rehtiag  U 
Juridical  Medioina— I  mean  the  Edinburgh  Medical  aadSnrgieal  JvmAi^ 

**  Uteritu  reqiiration  can  ncTer  come  in  our  way  on  aueh  trials,  (ftr  is- 
fknticide,)  for  it  takes  place  only  under  eiroumstancea  which  render  maaial 
aid  necessary  to  complete  the  deliTery.  VaffimU  respiration  is  also  so  ftr 
rimilarly  circumstanced.  Respiration  in  the  passages,  as  hitherto  obeerrsl, 
takes  place  only :  1,  in  deliyery  by  the  feet,  when  the  whole  hodj  bat  tit 
head  is  protruded;  and  2,  in  natural  delifery,  either  when  Ike  head  Is es- 
peUed  and  the  body  remains  in  the  passages ;  or  8,  when»  before  the  eipel* 
sion  of  the  head,  and  after  the  rupture  of  the  membranes,  the  hand  li 
introduced  to  accelerate  tedious  labor.  The  first  case  cannot  oeear  It 
medico- legal  practice,  so  ftur  as  regards  infknticide  and  fionnnalment  «f 
pregnancy.  The  second  can  hardly  be  a  cause  of  lUlacry,  aa  the  eirsiB- 
stance  of  the  <diild  being  able  t6  breathe  sheirt  that  the  eonttCvktian  of  Ike  * 
ekest  oaanoi  be  grtat;  that  the  labor  mvat  thwiUBrt  be  ■psedfly  aiiflilili 
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From  all  that  has  been  said,  therefore,  in  relation  to  the 
foregoing  objection,  in  whatever  shape  it  may  present  itself,  I 
think  we  may  fairly  infer: — 

1.  That  respiration  anterior  to  full  birth  is  a  rare  occur- 
rence. 

2.  That  when  it  does  take  place,  it  must  be  under  cironm- 
etancr-s  which  give  the  child  the  best  possible  chance  of  being 
born  alive. 

8.  That  when  a  child  dies  in  this  situation,  the  respiration 
roost  necessarily  be  imperfect,  and,  therefore,  it  can  create  no 
difficulty  in  coses  where  the  evidences  of  perfect  respiration 
are  present. 

4.  That  when  a  child  dies  in  this  situation,  the  respiratioa 
must,  as  a  matter  of  course,  be  of  short  duration,  and,  there- 
fore, it  can  present  no  difficulty  in  cases  where,  from  the 
appearance  of  the  umbilical  cord,  it  is  evident  that  respiration 
has  been  continued  for  some  time. 

Thus  narrowed  down,  the  objection  can  only  present  itself, 
therefore,  legitimately  in  cases  where  the  respiration  has  been 
imperfect  and  of  short  duration.  To  the  naked  difficulty  then 
presented  in  all  such  cases,  I  would  make  the  following  reply. 
Let  it  be  recollected  that  the  objection  takes  it  for  granted 
that  respiration  has  already  taken  place.  Now,  if  a  child 
which  had  breathed  should  die  before  it  is  fully  born,  no 
charge  of  infanticide  could  ever  be  sustained,  unless  it  were 


and  tlikt  the  ohild's  life  is  secured  ■gainst  the  ordinar;  uoidentt  wbiah 
pMur  afler  Ihin  period  of  the  labor.  Tha  third  a»M  renders  it  perhapi 
poMlbU.  ihU  in  tedious  liibor.  air  au,j  reaeb  the  ehild  in  Lbo  pwiftges,  aol 
b*  iobaUd  b;  other  rnuns  besides  the  itktroduaiion  of  the  bend :  at  the 
••me  time,  suoh  cases  are  by  no  means  likelj  to  occur  in  legal  medioine,  u 
Uic  labor  must  be  tedious,  and  oonseqiientl;  is  not  easily  concealed.  It 
•ppears.  Iherefore,  thai  the  possibilitj  of  respiration,  before  the  otoBe  of 
l>bar,  forme  an  objection  (o  the  employment  of  the  Hydroeialic  lest  on);  so 
far  ••  it  may  occnr  in  ledioiu  natural  labor.  Now,  inJi>penden[ly  of  respi- 
Tatlon  being  eieeivlingly  rare  In  such  circamstances,  Iho  objection  thui 
•OOClltiited  is  importitat  only  t,v  priaiatiny  lie  impeclor  from  rtlying  on  Ih* 
ua  bt  puTlirvlar  end  knoiait  ea-euautancti.  not  by  being  apt  to  lead  bim  into 
artttr;  beeauK  the  fad  of  tlie  labor  baiing  been  tedious  may  always  be 
MOenalned  by  moral  evidence.  This  obje«tiaa,  therefore,  U  not  of  muoli 
)eL"  [Edinburgli  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  vol  iivl.  p.  S7S.) 
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proved  at  the  same  time  that  it  died  by  Tiokiit  means.  No 
criminal  cliarge  could  be  based  on  the  mere  fact  of  reepinlkn 
or  even  full  birth  having  taken  place*  On  the  other  hand,  if 
it  be  proved  that  a  child  which  had  breathed  has  come  tsiti 
end  by  violent  means,  the  mere  question  as  to  whether  tUi 
violence  was  committed  hefort  or  after  il  was  fully  ho/n^  oo|^ 
to  make  no  di£ference  in  the  character  of  the  crime  or  fti 
nature  of  the  punishment.  If,  for  example,  a  child's  heil 
was  merely  bom,  and  it  had  breathed,  and  while  in  this  stite 
a  knife  was  thrust  into  the  fontanelle  and  its  life  thus  tskn 
away  before  it  was  fully  bom,  it  appears  to  me  that  nmlker 
common  sense  nor  justice  could  set  up,  as  at  all  excolpstoij, 
the  distinction  between  respiration  and  live  birth* 

[Though  few  persons  will  differ  from  Dr.  Beck  as  to  vhtt 
the  law  ought  to  be  in  the  case  alluded  to,  it  happens,  un- 
fortunately, that  the  law  does  make  a  wide  difference.  To 
support  a  charge  of  infanticide,  the  child  must  be  out  of  die 
body  of  the  mother.  In  the  case  supposed,  therefore,  tbe 
person  who  should  thrust  a  knife  into  the  fontanelle  and  take 
away  life,  could  not  be  guilty  of  infanticide.  For  dedsiott 
on  this  point,  see  Archibold's  Criminal  Pleadings,  367;  Ber. 
Simpson  Cummin  on  Infanticide,  p.  40 ;  Gay  Hosp.  Rq»^ 
April,  1842.— C.  R.  G.] 

I  have  dwelt  the  more  fully  upon  this  objection,  because  it 
presents  a  real  difficulty  in  all  trials  for  infanticide,  and  b^ 
cause  some  writers  have,  in  my  opinion,  given  it  an  undue  im- 
portance by  the  strenuous  manner  in  which  they  have  insisted 
upon  the  distinction  between  respiration  and  live  birth.  Pusbed 
to  the  full  extent  to  which  it  is  urged,  it  would,  in  every  case, 
defeat  the  ends  of  justice  and  nullify  every  investigation  in 
cases  of  alleged  infanticide. 

Quest.  HL  Jf  horn  alive^  how  hng  had  the  ehUd  lived  t 

This  inquiry  is  important,  inasmuch  as  it  enables  us  to  a8ce^ 
tain  how  the  appearance  of  the  child  compares  with  the  signs 
of  delivery  in  the  reputed  mother.  For  example,  if  it  should 
be  ascertained  that  the  child  had  lived  short  of  a  day,  and  yet 
the  appearances  on  the  female  indicated  that  her  delivery  hsd 
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bftkea  place  several  days  previously,  it  would  show  at  onoa 
lat  she  could  not  be  the  mother.     In  the  determiDation  of  { 
his  question,  oo  inforniatiou  of  any  importance  can  be  ob-  I 
kined  from  the  respiratory  organa.     These  merely  prove  that 
3ie  child  breathed  and  lived,  but  how  lojig  it  did  so,  thej 
~  >  not   indicate.     To  establish  this  point,  we  have  to  de- 
!nd  mainly  upon  the  proofs  derived  from  the  circuLition,   I 
nd  this  shows  the  importance  of  the  preceding  detailed  iuveA-  J 
KgatioD.     The  principal  points  to  be  examined  are  the  fol- 
ding:— 

(a.)  The  state  of  the  foramen  ovale. 
(6.)  That  of  the  ductus  arteriosus. 
[c.)  That  of  the  ductus  venosua. 
[d.)  That  of  the  umbilical  vessels. 

(e.)  That  of  the  umbilical  cord.  ' 

Of  all   these,  the   most   satisfactory   information  will   be   ' 
iDlitained  from  the  state  of  the  umbilical  cord- 
By  recollecting  the  order  in  which  these  foetal  passages  and 
openings  obliterate,  there  will  be  little  diffiuulty  in  applying 
the  facts  to  the  solution  of  the  present  question. 

The  cord  withers,  as  already  stated,  from  five  hours  to 
three  days  after  birth ;  desiccation  commences  from  the  first 
or  second  day  after  hirth  and  is  completed  on  the  third, 
fourth,  or  fifth  day.  The  average  is  about  the  third  day. 
About  the  fifth  day  the  cord  drops  ofi',  and  about  the  twelfth 
day,  cicatrization  takes  place. 


Qoeat.  IV.  By  what  i 


s  did  the  child  I 


e  to  Ilia  deatht 


fliike  the  causes  of  abortion,  these  may  bo  divided  into  two 
isses,  viz.: — 
I.  Criminal. 
II.  Accidental. 
Aa  in  every  case  of  alleged  infanticide,  a  question  maylw 
ni»ed  ae  to  whether  the  death  waa  owing  to  one  or  the  other 
of  these  seta  of  causes,  it  becomes  necessary  to  examine  them  J 
urately  and  in  detaih 
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I.   Criminal  vwdea  resorted  to  for 
bom  child 

1.  The  intentional  rug  hat  of  I 
The  m^ority  of  medical  practitiom 

pocrates  to  the  present  day,  concur 
the  cord  to  obviate  fatal  hemorrhage 
of  opinion  on  this  subject,  that  pr 
century  a  doubt  was  not  entertaine 
cording  to  Foder^,*  J.  Fantoni,  Prof 
was  the  first  who  suggested  that  tl 
and  that  the  neglect  of  it  was  un 
to  the  life  of  the  child.  After  h 
was  adopted  and  defended  by  Mic 
J.  H.  Schultzius.t  in  1733,  both  pi 
of  Hallo.  In  1751,  Kaltsmidt  ma 
at  Jena.J 

[The  only  argument  of  any  valui 
from  analogy  with  the  lower  animal 
not  hold,  for,  according  to  Prof.  Br 
sive  Ltgalii,  p.  9,)  there  is  in  the  I 
of  structure  tending  to  interrupt  thi 
the  chance  of  hemorrhage. — C.  R. 

Sesides,  the  manner  in  which  the  i 
facilitates  contraction.  It  is  neve 
aminder^  and  the  disposition  of  a 
such  circumstances,  is  greatly  incre. 

•  Foder^,  Tol,  It.  p.  602. 

f  In  ft  diwcrtMion  entitled  "An  Umbilici 
luts  DMtwu'ia  lit."  Itatu,  1T33. 

J  Foderfi,  vol.  it.  p.  500. 

J  A  <rery  inUrealing  note  on  Ihia  gub}«cl 
rLoiMi'i  SjnopsiB.  It  purports  to  he  from 
Wm.  Hunter,  »nd  I  copy  It  enlire: — 

"  A  ligature  upon  the  nkvel  siring  in  abgi 
child  will  bleed  to  death  ;  ind  when  lied  a 
•ometimoa  bleed  to  an  alarming  quanlily. 
Rcaure  the  navel  atring.  you  will  naturally  a 
piiUenlar  t  I  will  give  you  an  ided  of  their 
J  Mir  in  a  UiUb  bitoh  of  Dr.  DoagUa.   The  ] 
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P  After  all,  the  whole  question  rests  upon  a  eimple  matter  of 
.,  and  this  fact  is.  whether  the  omigeion  of  the  ligature 
npon  the  cord  has  ever  been  attended  with  fatal  hemorrhage. 
That  it  has  been  so,  cannot  be  questioned, 

[Dangerous  hemorrhages  from  the  cord  occur  under  the 
observation  of  every  one  who  practices  Midwifery  at  all  ex- 
tensively, and  fatal  cases  are  unhappily  not  very  rare.  The 
matter  is  no  longer  disputable. — C.  R.  G.] 

Although  there  can  be  no  question,  therefore,  that  fatal 
hemorrhage  may,  and  has  occurred,  from  not  tying  the  umbili- 
cal cord,  yet  it  is  equally  certain  that  it  does  not  necessarily 
do  so.  Observations,  to  a  great  extent,  have  been  made, 
which  prove  that  this  precaution  baa  been  omitted  without 
any  serious  consequences  resulting.  It  is  stated  that  M.  Klein 
has  reported  one  hundred  and  eighty-three  cases  of  suddea 
labors,  in  many  of  which  the  cord  was  ruptured,  and  in 
twenty-one  cases,  close  to  the  abdomen,  yet  there  was  no  fatal 
umbilical  hemorrhage.*  In  no  case,  therefore,  is  the  mere 
absence  of  the  ligature  to  be  taken  as  conclusive  evidence  of 
death  by  hemorrhage. 

Signs  0/  death  hy  hemorrhage  from  the  cord.  These  are 
the  following: — 

(a.)  Paleness  of  the  surfa«e,  with  a  peculiar  waxy  appear- 
uice. 

{b.)  Paleneee  and  loss  of  color  ia  the  muscles  and  internal 
Tiscera. 

were  protruded;  in  »  pniu  or  two  more  tbe^  bur>t,  uid  the  pQpp;  rollowad. 
Toil  oinDol  inKigiiie  with  wh&t  eigomeaa  the  mother  lapped  up  the  wBler, 
uul  then,  taking  holil  ot  the  tncinbrnnes  vich  her  (oeth,  dreir  out  Ihe  secun- 
di&e.  Tbeee  she  deToured  ftlao,  licking  the  llllle  pupp;  m  drj  M  she  ooald. 
Aa  BOOD  KB  she  had  done,  I  took  il  up.  nnd  si.it  the  niTel  string  lau«h  bruiwd 
uid  UcerUed.  HowcTer,  ■  arcond  labor  coming  on,  I  waiched  more  nar- 
row);, and  as  soon  as  the  litlle  orcnture  n-iLa  come  inLg  the  world.  1  cut  tba 
naTtl  at  ring,  and  Ibe  srierica  immpdialely  ipouled  out  profuselj ;  fearing 
ill*  p<iOT  thing  would  die,  I  held  il  to  ita  mother,  who,  drawing  it  MTcnl 
UiBat  through  her  mouth,  bruised  and  lacerated  H,  after  nhich  it  bled  no 
Bar«.  Thia,  1  make  no  donbt,  it  the  practice  of  other  animala."  [Dr.  Wm. 
Banler'i  Lectures,  MS.,  IT52;  Merriman'9  S;Dopsie,  new  edition,  1836, 
p.  31,  noto.t 

*  A  Manual  of  Medical  Juriapi^dence,  bj  M.  Itjan,  M.D.,  p.  414 ;  Grif- 
fiUi'i  edJUon. 
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(c.)  The  absence  of  the  usual  qua 
and  great  vossels.  By  some  it  is  stai 
rhage,  tlie  heart  nnd  blood-vesaela  ar 
however,  is  not  the  case.  Generally 
of  blood  can  be  collected,  it  may  b 
has  not  died  of  hemorrhage."* 

(d.)  The  absence  of  any  wound 
the  child,  to  account  for  the  loss  c 
than  by  hemorrhage  of  the  cord. 

2.  Exposing  a  new-bom  child  to 
needless  to  dwell  upon  the  necessity 
are  generally  taken  after  the  birt 
preserve  a  proper  degree  of  temper 
equally  upon  experience  and  good 
have  been  neglected  in  any  case,  i 
design,  unless  circumstances  rende 
Ceeded  from  ignorance  or  want  of  tb 
case,  however,  the  physician  may 
whether  the  death  ia  to  be  attribute 
or  to  some  other  cause. 

8ign»  of  death  by  exposure  to  e 
Foder^  in  the  following  terms :  "II 
found  stiff,  discolored,  shriveled,  a 
slight  covering  on  it  in  a  cold  plat 
under  the  earth,  and  from  trials  up 
tbat  it  has  respired;  and  if  the  j 
found  gorged  with  blood,  accomp: 
blood  into  the  cavities,  while  the 
traded  and  almost  empty,  and  whe 
can  be  detected,  one  cannot  hesit 
cold,  and  consider  this  abandonmen 
the  necessity  of  which  is  obvious  to 
as  manifesting  an  intention  to  make 

3.  Keeping  from  a  child  the  n 
tupporting  life.  It  ia  not  easy  tc 
child  may  sustain  life  without  food 

■  CyatopedU  of  FtMllMl  Medi 
t  FcHlerf,  vol.  It.  p.  SOS. 
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taght  not  to  be  withheld  for  any  length  of  time.    It 
f  agreed  that  the  neglect  of  it  for  twenty-four  hours 
niatteuded  with  danger.     The  child  is  generally  found 
exposed  in  some  deserted  place. 

Signs  of  death  from  the  want  of  food.  As  death  in  these 
cases  does  not  take  place  until  the  child  enjoyed  life  for  a 
certain  length  of  time,  the  first  thing  to  be  established  is  that 
the  child  has  lived  long  enoagh  to  die  from  this  cause.  This 
may  be  done  by  inspecting  the  foramen  ovale,  the  ductus  ar- 
teriosus, the  ductus  venosus,  but  more  especially  the  umbilical 
oord,  according  to  the  signs  Idd  down  in  a  previous  part  of 

a  essay. 

^  As  children  who  die  from  want  of  food  are  generally  ex- 
I  also,  they  sink  under  the  combined  operation  of  expo- 
flnre  and  want  of  nourishment.  They  will  be  found,  accord- 
ingly, to  present  the  snme  appearances  as  in  the  last  case; 
and  besides  these,  there  will  be  general  emaciation  of  the 
body,  and  on  dissection,  the  stomach  and  intestines  will  be 
found  empty,  the  gall-bladder  will  be  enlarged,  and  bile  found 
generally  effused  in  the  stomach  and  intestines.* 

4.  57ie  infliction  of  wounds  ajtd  injuries  of  various  kinds. 
This  ia  the  most  common  of  the  modes  by  which  the  life  of  a 
new-born  child  is  willfully  destroyed.  Death,  in  these  cases, 
may  be  produced  in  various  ways,  some  of  which  I  shaU 
notice. 

The  introduction  of  sharp-pointed  instrumentB  into  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  body.  Gui-Patin  relates  of  a  midwife  who  was 
executed  at  Paris  for  having  murdered  several  children  by 
plQQiting  a  needle  into  the  bead  while  presenting  at  the  08  ex- 
ternum.t  Brendel  also  speaks  of  the  same  horrible  practice. 
An  instance  of  this  kind  ia  related  by  Belloc,  where,  upon 
pxaminat'ODj  he  found  the  instrument  had  penetrated  to  the 


,,       |ce«ptii;  food  'ro'o  'l**  new-born  ohild,  its  life  nmy  be  endan- 

"**'    ,  .rroTed  by  gi*ing  "  improper  food.     Dr.  Cimpboll  alales  Ihat 

'*'**^  *  o  fevcrftl  illegilimale  ohildren  destroyed  bj  giving  Ihem  to  b« 

it  t«»  *"°  irhoso  milt  was  Iwehe  »r  fourteen  moniha  nlJ,  lh«  partiM 

par**^  I*/  *  .        ^g]j  Bosre  (bat  Ilia  obild  eonld  not  long  aubtiBt  on  Eueh 
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resorted  to  for  destroying  the  new-born  infant.  Tliey  may 
be  found  on  any  part  of  the  body;  the  more  common  part, 
however,  is  the  head.  For  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
effects  upon  the  head  of  a  child  falling  from  different  heights, 
the  following  very  instructive  experiments  were  made  at  the 
Lying-in  Hospital,  and  are  detailed  by  Lecieux : — 

"Fifteen  infanta  who  had  died  after  their  birth,  but  in  whom 
there  was  do  alteration  in  tho  bones  of  the  cranium,  were' 
selected,  and  after  having  been  raised  up  by  the  feet  so  that 
the  head  was  at  the  height  of  about  eighteen  inches,  were  suf-' 
fered  to  fall  perpendicularly  upon  a  hard  floor;  and,  by  ana-; 
tomical  examination,  it  was  found  that  in  twelve  of  them  there 
waa  a  longitudinal  or  angular  fracture  of  one  of  the  parietal' 
bones,  and  sometimea  of  both. 

"In  tho  same  manner  fifteen  infants  were  suffered  to  fall 
from  a  height  of  three  feet,  and  on  dissection  there  was  found, 
in  twelve  cases,  a  fracture  of  tho  parietal  hones,  in  some 
extending  to  the  os  frontis.  When  Buffered  to  fall  from  a 
greater  height,  the  membranous  commissures  of  the  cranium 
were  relaxed,  and  even  broken  in  some  places;  frequently  the 
form  of  the  brain  was  changed,  and  in  some  cases  there  waa 
found  under  the  meninges,  or  in  the  tliick  part  of  the  meninges, 
an  ecchyraoais,  an  extravasation  of  blood  produced  by  the  rup- 
ture of  vessels;  and  it  was  only  in  infants  whose  bones  were 
very  soft  and  flexible  that  no  fracture  was  found, 

'^ After  having  placed  on  a  table  the  head  of  a  child  that 
bad  died  soon  after  its  birth,  it  was-  pressed  in  different  places 
very  strongly  by  the  two  thumbs  on  different  parts  of  the  sur- 
face; and  in  fifteen  experiments  of  this  kind,  seven  caused 
longitudinal  fractures  of  greater  or  less  extent  in  one  or  other 
of  the  parictals ;  in  others,  there  was  only  perceived  a  depres- 
sion or  sinking  of  the  bones.  In  the  greatest  number,  the 
head  wad  deformed  or  flattened,  and  tho  membranous  commis- 
sures exhibited  a  sensible  relaxation. 

"Finally,  the  head,  supported  on  o  table,  was  struck  strongly, 
and  in  different  places,  with  a  short,  round  stick.  This  experi- 
ment always  caused  a  deformity  or  flattening  of  the  bead, 

oltiplied  fractures,  with  separation  of  splinters,  relaxation, 
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in  some  places  rupture  of  the  euturei 
tion  of  blood."* 

Signs.  In  casea  of  wounds,  the 
are,  whether  the  wounds  were  inflic 
death  of  the  child,  whether  they  an 
whether  they  may  not  have  been  the 
unavoidable  circumstances.  With  r 
head,  it  ia  to  be  recollected  that  tl 
not  unfrequently  tumefied  and  ecchj 
during  a  difficult  and  tedious  labor 
peculiar  Banguineous  tumor  forms  s] 
of  the  new-born  child. f  Arising  in  t 
not  attended  with  any  danger  to  the 
complicated  with  fracture  of  the  cran 
even  fissurcB  of  the  cranium  have  c 
This  can  happen,  however,  only  und< 
cumstances.  In  one  case  recorded  ' 
a  very  narrow  pelvis  was  delivered, 
alone,  of  a  well-sized  female  child, 
life.  On  examination,  the  head  was  1 
quantity  of  blood  was  c.xtravaaated 
cranium.  In  the  left  parietal  bonf 
covered,  and  a  fourth  in  the  left  frc 
these  extensive  injuries  were  manifes 
tinned  pressure  of  the  head  of  the  i 
Another  case  of  a  similar  character 
of  Kiel.  A  woman,  with  a  well-fon 
of  her  first  child,  after  an  ordinary 
breathed  both  during  birth  and  imi 
died.  The  head  was  much  disfigured 
right  parietal  bone,  which  during  b 
the  promontory  of  the  sacrum,  wa< 
above  with  effused  blood,  and  on  i 
ostium,  was  found  fractured  in  ^ve  p 

*  Considerfttiong  aur  rinfuiUcide,  par  Leo 
f  See  \a  exeolUot  paper  on  Ihu  aubjeot,  I 

laanied  editor  of  th«  North  Americaa  Arc. 

Sduoe,  Tol.  U.  p.  21 T. 
X  Hortli  Amerioan  Archivei,  etc.,  tdL  iL  p 
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.iff  thin.  On  opening  the  skull  iherv 
extraTaaation  beneath  the  fissures,  but  posteriorly 
le  longitudinal  sinus  was  ruptured,  and  there  was  an  exten-^ 
rire  coagulum  on  the  cerebrum  on  both  sides,  under  the  dura 
IMatcr,  and  on  the  tentorium  ccrebolli.  In  this  case,  th#)  | 
orieB  nero  attributed  to  the  natural  weakness  of  l)ic  bona^' 
id  to  the  unfavorable  position  of  the  head  during  birth.* 
lese  cases,  extraordinary  as  they  are,  show  with  what  caiifi  i] 
in  opinions  should  be  formed  id  relation  to  injuries  of  tb»  I 

in  new-born  children,  [The  number  of  such  cases  ooK» 
lorted  is  very  considerable.  Dr.  Schworer,  of  Freiburg,  hav 
'•pllected  several.  Three  are  reported  in  Caspar's  Wooheiw 
iehrift  for  1851,  Nos.  38  and  40.  The  frontal  and  parietal 
bones  are  the  only  ones  which  Weber  has  known  to  be  brokrai  j 
in  parturition.  (Brit,  and  For.  Med.  Rev.,  April,  1852;  also  j 
July,  1862.)— C,  R.  G.] 

In  all  examinations  of  contusions,  two  cantions  ought  to  bd 
irved,  viz.,  to  distinguish  them  from  the  discolored  spots 
'hich  appear  on  the  surface  of  the  body  at  the  commencemDnt 
of  putrefaction,  and  not  to  confound  accidents  which  may  occof 
daring  dissection  with  those  resulting  from  blows  and  other 
acts  of  violence.  • 

Litxati&n  and  fracture  of  the  neck.     This  is  a  mode  of 
ra&ticide  eometimea  resorted  to,  and  is  usually  perpetrated 
forcibly  twisting  the  head  of  the  child,  or  pulling  it  back- 
■d.f     In  such  cases  the  vertebrse  are  fractured,  the  llgal  ] 
menta  ruptured,  and  death  is  caused  by  the  injur;  in&icted'  ] 
XlfOit  the  spinal  marrow.  |  1 

Signs.  The  mode  of  identifying  this  kind  of  death  is  hf  ] 
local  derangements  about  the  part,  by  the  position  of  tb*  , 
and,  on  dissection,  by  the  fracture  of  the  first  or  seconA  I 
vertebra,  or  both,  and  by  the  extravasation  of  blood  amoi^  ] 
tlia  cervical  muscles.  Tbis  last  circumstance  will  show  that  j 
the  violence  has  been  committed  on  a  living  subject. 

6.  Atphyxiating  a  new-bom  child,  or  putting  a  ttop  to  jtf 
rttpiration.     This  may  be  accomplished  in  various  ways; 


n  JourDkl  at  Med,  SoUnc«B,  toL  i 
t  Ukhon,  TOL  iL  p.  409. 
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drowningi  hanging,  or  Birangnlftkbiiy  nmotlMiring  imdBr  \A 
clothes,  fioffoeating,  by  throating  imaoB  urticlet  in  the  anrih 
and  nostrilB;  finally,  by  expoenre  to  noxious  gasea. 

Drowning.  If  a  child  be  found  immersed  in  irita^  it 
qacBtions  which  require  to  be.determined  are :  Fin^  mitlt 
child  bom  alive  ?  8$eandj  suppoeing  it  to  hare  boei  tat 
alire,  was  it  pnt  into  the  water  before  or  after  its  deathl  Us 
first  of  these  is  to  be  determined  by  the  means  abea^ait 
cated.  With  regard  to  the  signs  of  drownings  tfaej  sie  tb 
same  in  the  infant  that  they  are  in  the  adnlt,  and  a 
examination  is  therefore  to  be  made^  with  the  Tiew  of 
taining  whether  these  are  present  or  not.^ 

Hanging  and  itrangulation.  In  hangings  the  general  cmi 
of  death  is  precisely  the  same  as  that  in  drowning,  yii^  »• 
pension  of  the  respiration.  The  signs,  therefore,  in  ibs  tn 
cases  are  the  same,  except  so  far  as  they  are  modified  in  fti 
former  by  the  application  of  the  ligature  and  the  absence  rf 
water.  In  cases  of  death  by  hanging,  there  will  probal^b 
a  circular  livid  mark  around  the  neck  firom  the  application  rf 
the  ligaturcf 

Death  by  itrangulation  is  produced  by  the  same  geaenl 
cause  as  hanging,  and  the  only  difference  between  them  il 
be  the  absence  of  the  distinct  circular  mark  round  the  neek  ii 
the  former,  and  the  presence  of  ecchymoses  and  disooloratiMS 
about  the  neck  and  chest,  produced  by  the  application  rf 
fingers  and  nails  to  these  parts. 

In  cases  where  death  by  hanging  or  strangolation  is  sv- 
pected,  there  is  one  source  of  fallacy  which  requires  to  be 
specially  noticed.  It  happens  sometimes,  that  in  consequenoe 
of  the  umbilical  cord  being  wound  round  the  neck^  the  dull 
dies  during  or  immediately  after  birth.  Whether,  in  cisei 
of  this  kind,  the  same  kind  of  mark  is  left  on  the  neck  of 
the  child  as  in  criminal  strangulation,  is  a  question  ooncen* 
ing  which  there  is  much  difierence  of  opinion.  Klein  statee^ 
as  the  result  of  extensive  experience,  that  he  has  never  met 


*  On  the  Signs  of  Drowning,  mo  oliAptor  ziv. 
f  On  the  Signi  of  Hanging,  loe  ohaptsr  xiv. 
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witb  an  instance  m  whicli  ecchymoaes  or  any  other  marlo  haye 
been  proJuced  by  the  cord.  On  the  other  hand,  Tatifilieb  has 
recorded  some  cases  in  which  these  appearances  were  actually 
observed.*  In  all  cases  of  supposed  hanging  or  strangulation, 
this  should  be  made  the  subject  of  special  investigation. f 

Smothering,  'ft'hen  the  child  has  been  »motkered  under 
bedclothes,  etc.,  the  circumstances  upon  which  to  form  a  de- 
cision that  willfnl  murder  has  bccD  committed,  besides  those 
nhich  characterize  strangulation  generally,  are,  the  place  where 
the  body  is  found,  and  the  absence  of  any  other  probable  cause 
to  which  its  death  can  be  attributed. 

Ulw  Jatrodueing  articke  into  the  mouth,  nogtrilt,  or  throat. 

^BRien  this  is  the  case,  dissection  alone  can  detect  the  cause. 

^H   Causing  a  child  to  inhale  air  deprived  of  itt  oxygen.     Thia 

^HikeB  place  when  a  living  child  is  shut  up  in  a  tight  box  or 

Ht '*Anii&tea  d'Hygi^nc  publique,  vol.  xiv.  p.  S40. 

f  Dr.  Frenej,  of  RemeDTiUe,  coiurBunlcat'eB  the  foUonlag ;  Oa  the  ninlh 
of  October,  I  waa  coiled  to  allend  a  fcmilo,  aged  forty-throe,  in  labor.  Bhe 
wu  small,  but  well  made,  anil  tiie  mother  of  Bre  chililren.  Tbe  pains  were 
regular  and  strong,  the  head  presented  aod  nas  low  down,  and  ta  n  quBrter 
of  ui  hour  the  cbild  waa  born.  It  «m  molloolese,  the  flesh  soft  &ud  tbi 
lip*  red.  Tbe  umbilical  cord  paastid  lwi«e  round  ibo  ncok,  and  tben  under 
the  left  ibigh,  in  such  a  manner  thtit  with  cTcry  motton  in  the  womb  of  the 
toother  the  Iraction  was  iaimedistclj  iacreased  on  the  neck.  On  remoring 
\\c  ciroumTolutioos  of  the  cord,  Dr.  Prene;  was  surprised  to  Snd  a  depret- 
■loti  in  the  neck,  carrespanding  with  tbe  sii«  of  the  eoni,  and  this  was  palev 
tkan  the  anrrounding  tkin.  After  fifleeu  minutes  of  inoeesatit  efferta,  rw- 
plration  appeared,  and  the  child  is  now  liTing. 

Dr.  Freney  inquires  what  would  bare  been  tbe  opicdon  ooDceming  then 
appearances  in  a  case  supposed  la  be  criminal,  particularly  u  ha  iru 
obliged  to  use  the  insufflation  of  nir  inlu  the  tungs. 

Tbe  Answer  of  the  editor  is  quite  satisfactory.  The  preseal  is  «  remark- 
aU«  and  an  aneommoQ  ease.  It  illustrates  tbe  possibiltiy  of  the  umbilical 
Itord  acting  as  a  cause  of  strangulation  in  Che  womb  of  the  mother.  Slill, 
die  diroular  impression  obserred  is  only  the  semblance  of  what  would  bava 
Tseolid  from  tbe  actual  application  of  a  cord.  There  was  no  eccliymoaia; 
the  ftirrow  was  neither  deep  nor  uneqanl.  bs  is  seen  in  ordinary  slrangula- 
tioo.  It  \B  impossible,  as  the  cbild  surriTsd.  to  show  that  the  furrow  did 
Dot,  ID  this  initaoce,  take  the  appearance  of  parchment;  or  that  tbe  snttja- 
Mtit  cellular  tissue  was  injured.  Each  of  these  is  seen  in  instances  of  ori- 
■bulily.  (Joornel  de  Mddeeine  et  de  Cbintrgie,  NoTember,  1B50.) 
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coffin.  The  oxygen  of  the  air  coi 
all;  consumed,  until  it  becomes  irr 

In  cases  of  this  kind,  experimen 
whether  tho  child  was  born  alive 
abseuce  of  any  otbcr  cause  of  dea 
unnatural  circumstances  attending 
may  be  found,  will  sometimes  lead 

The  inhalation  of  gates  posiU 
yielded  by  privies  and  sewers  is  i 
in  the  smallest  quantity,  and  eve 
spheric  air,  it  proves  very  speedily 
new-born  infanta  are  thrown  into 
Btroyed  partly  by  the  action  of  tl 
Dary  sufTo cation. 

6.  Poisoning.  Poisons  may  be 
in  various  ways.  They  may  be  in 
form  of  odors;  or  they  may  be  tal 
with  food;  or  they  may  be  receive 
or  be  absorbed  through  the  skin. 

When  tho  poisonous  substance 
stomach  and  intestines,  it  should 
subjected  to  the  various  tests  wl 
detecting  its  presence.  In  cases  ' 
ents  have  been  the  medium  of  con 
may  bo  very  difficult  to  discover  tl 
instances,  an  eruption  on  the  ski 
the  substance  which  has  been  cmp 
stantial  evidence,  may  lead  to  a  di 


'«  On  Uiis  eubjecC,  Dr.  ParU  roakea  Ihi 
mywr  to  be  Icea  tblo  to  suElnin  the  depri^ 
Ik  Bome  cases  oa  record,  life  has  been  dei 
■houU  hare  a  priori  ooaBidered  an  liardlyt 
i*  related  of  a  cbild  who  itas  luffDcaied  \ 
pealedl;  blown  out  &  candlo,  and  bold  t 
Tlie  fuculty  of  Leipaio  inTesligated  Ihe 
dealb  To  hsTe  tnJicD  place  in  consequeaci 
prndenoe,  b;  Paris  and  FonbUuque,  vol.  i 
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Accidental  modes  in  which  a  child's  life  may  he  lost. 

B&vtng  thus  considered  the  various  criminal  modes  rpsorted 
ptor  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  life  of  the  new-bom  infant, 
t  come  now  to  notice  tlio  varions  cnuses  which  may  destroy  it, 
without  any  criminal  agency.  Under  this  head  there  are  three 
different  classes  of  causes  which  require  notice: — 

^BaI.  Accidental  circumstances  connected  with  delivery. 

^^BV>  Various  malformations,  inconsistentwitb  the  continuance 

^B-lifc  after  birth. 

^^M8.  Various  diseases  which  may  have  commenced  anterior  to, 

^^V  immediately  after,  birth. 

^^EForious  causes  connected  with  delivery,  which  may  oeca- 

^^^   tion  the  death  of  a  new-horn  child,  without  any  criminal 

^^^    intention, 

A.  new-born  child  may  aometimes  lote  its  life,  from  its  not 
being  removed  from  that  state  of  supination  in  which  it  some- 
timet  comes  into  the  world.  In  this  way  respiration  may  be 
effectually  prevented,  by  the  mouth  of  the  child  being  closely 
applied  to  the  bedclothes,  or  other  substances.  Dr.  W. 
Hunter  relates  an  instance  of  a  child  dying,  from  its  face 
lying  in  a  pool  made  by  the  uterine  discharges,  where  not 
the  least  suspicion  of  any  evil  design  appears  to  have  been 
atUched  to  the  mother.*  A  case  in  some  respects  similar 
DOCarretl  to  myself.  A  female,  whom  I  bad  engaged  to  attend 
is  her  lying-in,  was  suddenly  taken  with  labor-pains,  rather 
before  the  time  the  event  was  anticipated.  I  was  sent  for 
shortly  after,  but  before  I  reached  the  bouse  she  had  been 
Jelivered  of  a  male  child,  which  I  found  lying  dead  under  the 
bedclothes.  The  mother  informed  nae  that  the  child  bad  been 
born  shout  half  an  hour,  and  that  she  had  heard  it  cry,  but  as 

__AoiniS  alone,  she  had  been  unable  to  give  it  any  assistance. 
I  Iho  slightest  suspicion  of  any  criminal  intention  could  for 
jffle  moment  be  cberiyhed.     The  female  was  married,  and 


*  Obaerrations  on  the  aDaertainl;  of  Ihe  ugot  of  murder  in  Ute  cue  of 
iuuud  ohildran.  (Madioal  ObMrrsiiooa  ud  Inijuirios,  toI.  tL) 
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bad  engaged  me  to  attend  berfl 
took  place.  A 

A  new-bom  child  viay  lose  Ht  t( 
rapidity  of  the  labor.  Dr.  Hunti 
female  waa  seiied  during  the  nig! 
before  he  arrived.  She  held  heri 
vent  the  child  from  being  stifled; 
yet  on  the  arrival  of  Dr.  Hunter  ii 
IB  recorded  by  Mr.  Tatlmm,  where  £ 
suioy,  after  three  trifling  pains, ' 
to  her  bedroom,  when  the  infant  i 
floor,  bleeding  profusely  at  the  u: 
covered. t  Another  case  ib  relatei 
a  female  who,  in  the  lust  month  ol 
the  famOy  were  absent,  was  obligei 
a  great  discbarge  of  water  took  p 
dren,  which  dropped  into  the  ute 
they  were  speedily  rescued,  but  die 
this,  tbe  labor  may  be  attended  v 
of  the  mother,  so  as  to  render  hi 
assistance  to  tbe  child. 

With  regard  to  tbe  fact  of  the  ( 
from  the  mere  rapidity  and  sudd 
he  exceedingly  rare,  and  under  y 
and  when  it  does  occur,  it  must  be 
suffocated  by  falhng  into  a  privy, 
by  the  injury  which  it  receives  fr 
female  happens  to  be  delivered  w 
these  is  no  doubt  possible,  and  pro 


*  Medical  ObserratioDB  aoJ  Inqairiea,  ^ 

t  Medical  Ropositor;  for  April,  1829. 

I  Campbell'a  Midwifery,  p.  165. 

J  Ur.  John  Oordon  Smith  relates  that 
Bailef  for  the  murder  of  her  obild,  by  d 
clared  that  while  liiere  for  a  natural  purp 
tbe  child  fell,  and  abe  sat  some  timo  be! 
eooaaioD,  a  practitioner  waa  eiamiDcd  on 
who  staleil  that  an  instance  came  within 
nidvift  WB9  playing  at  cards  in  tha  root 
uid  tbe  child  dropped  on  the  floor."    D 
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B  experiments  of  Chanssier,  detailed  in  a  previous  page,  w9 
mid  be  led  to  infer  that  children  born  while  the  female  is 
ij  the  standing  posture  would  be  scrionsly  injured  by  the  fall. 
The  cases,  however,  are  by  no  means  analogous,  and  experience 
h&s  proved  that,  under  these  circumstances,  there  is  really  very 
little  risk  to  the  child.  This  point  is  fully  established  by  the 
report  of  Dr.  Kloin,  of  Stutgardt.  As  a  member  of  the  supe- 
rior council  of  health,  he  cansed  a  circular  to  be  addressed  to 
the  accoucheurs  of  the  kingdom  of  Wirtemberg,  requesting 
reports  of  the  cases  of  sudden  expulsion  of  the  fcctus  which 
might  be  observed  by  them.  Returns  were  made  of  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty-three  cases.  Of  th^se,  one  hundred  and  6fty- 
five  children  were  expelled  while  th«  mothers  were  in  the  up- 
right posture,  twenty-two  when  sitting,  and  six  when  on  the 
knees.  Twenty-one  happened  at  the  first  labor.  OF  the  whole 
nnmb«r  not  one  child  died;  no  fracture  of  the  bones  took 
pl&ce,  nor  any  severe  injury.  Two  only  suffered  temporary 
ituensibility,  and  one  an  external  wound  with  ecchymosis  ovw 
the  right  parietal  bone.* 

An  interesting  case  in  which  this  question  was  involved, 
occnrred  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  in  1834.  Margaret 
Croslao,  an  unmarried  colored  girl,  aged  twenty-two,  was  in- 
tlict«d  for  murdering  her  infant  illegitimate  child,  and  conceal- 
ing ita  death.  On  the  trial,  it  was  proved  that  the  body  was 
that  of  a  full-grown  male  child.  There  were  no  external  marka 
of  violence,  excepting  signs  of  effused  fluid  water  under  the 
Bcslp  covering  the  frontal  bones.  *'  Blood  was  found  in  con- 
siderable quantity,  partly  fluid,  and  partly  coagulated.  The 
porioraninm  was  separated  from  the  bone,  and  the  parietal 
bones  were  both  fractured,  the  left  one  in  three  places,  the 


[iciied  in  the  circle  of  my  own  soqaiuDl&nae,  that  s  ladj  who  had  borna 
Mterat  children,  ftnd  inu^  therefore  havo  boen  alive  to  [be  import  or  un- 
I  in  the  but  houra  or  pregoancj,  was  sitting  in  «afflpsDj  U  dinnari 
i  parfwtlj  free  fiam  naj  conscioiuneM  of  approaching  labor,  whsD  iha 
xitnced  an  ioolinaliaa  to  repair  to  the  «al«r-closet.  She  had  saaroelf 
L  Ouie  when  aha  was  dciiTered  of  a  cbild.  Had  Ibe  place  of  retirement 
B  ewulractcd  tlifforeatly,"  adds  Dr.  Smith,  "UiU  infant  might  bare 
yarliheil."  (Prinoiplea  of  Porsenio  Jlediciae,  pp.  881,  882.) 

*  Amwimith,  in  the  Cjdopedia  of  Practical  Hedicina,  toL  ii.  p.  60S. 
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right  in  one."  The  chest  was  opened,  and  portions  of  each 
lung  were  cut  off,  and  on  being  put  into  water,  floated.  This 
appears  to  have  been  all  the  examination  that  was  made.  By 
the  prosecution,  it  was  argued  that  the  child  was  bom  alive, 
and  came  to  its  death  by  intentional  violence  applied  to  the 
head.  For  the  defence,  it  was  contended  that  the  prisoner 
had  been  taken  suddenly  in  labor  in  the  yard,  that  the  child 
was  delivered  while  the  woman  was  in  a  standing  position,  and 
that  the  injury  of  the  head  was  caused  by  its  falling  on  the 
ground,  which  was  hard  and  frozen.  The  jury  brought  in  a 
verdict  of  acquittal.*  In  reviewing  this  case,  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  the  prisoner  owed  her  acquittal  more  to  the 
ingenuity  of  her  counsel  than  to  the  justice  of  her  cause. 

Accidental  hemorrhrge  from  the  umbilical  cord.  I  have 
already  spoken  of  neglecting  to  tie  the  cord  with  a  criminal 
intent.  It  should  be  recollected  that  although  it  has  been  re- 
sorted to  with  the  latter  object  in  view,  yet  in  many,  perhaps 
in  most  cases,  it  may  be  the  result  of  ignorance.  It  should 
not  be  forgotten,  too,  that  this  is  most  likely  to  occur  in  those 
very  cases  which  become  the  subject  of  judicial  inquiry,  inas- 
much as  in  these  the  female,  for  obvious  reasons,  is  frequently 
shut  out  from  the  benefit  of  professional  assistance.  Besides 
this,  hemorrhage  £rom  the  umbilical  cord  may  occur  under 
a  variety  of  other  circumstances  purely  accidental.  Some- 
times it  may  occur  from  a  proper  ligature  not  being  applied 
to  the  cord.  Sometimes  the  cord  is  very  thick,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  very  large  quantity  of  glutinous  matter  being 
contained  in  it.  When  tins  is  the  case,  the  ordinary  ligatures 
will  not  prevent  bleeding.  After  the  cord  is  divided,  it  be- 
comes lessened  in  size,  and  the  ligature  which  at  first  was 
tight,  will  now  be  found  loose,  and  the  mouths  of  the  umbilical 
vessels  open.  Sometimes  the  cord  will  be  found  ossified,  or 
in  a  state  of  cartilaginous  hardness.  A  case  of  this  kind  is 
related  by  Mr.  Logan,  in  which  the  cord  gave  way  several 
times  from  pressure  of  the  ligature,  and  from  pulling  on  it 
daring  the  expulsion  of  the  placenta-t     Dr.  Dewees  relates 

*  A  fnU  and  able  accounc  of  this  eas«  is  girtn  br  Charles  A.  Lee.  M.D., 
ABcriean  Journal  of  Med.  Sciences.  toL  xviL  ^  327. 
t  Miabuigh  MadiMl  a^  Swgieal  Jowaalp  toL  xuriL  p.  S76l 
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iBot^ier  case,  in  which  a  dangerous  hcmorrhnge  took  place  in 

I  chilli  three  dajs  old,  and  which,  on  examination,  was  found 

b  be  owing  to  a  varicose  state  of  the  cord. 

t-  There  Ib  yet  another  accident  which  sometimes  happens ; 

morrhage  may  occur  where  tho  child  is  suddenly  expelled 

ind   the   cord   raptured,  no   immediate  asBtstance   being  at 

md.     Mr.  Caatance  relates  a  case  of  protracted  labor  where 

ilG  child  was  suddenly  expelled  on  the  bed  with  such  violence 

I  to  rupture  it  very  near  the  body.      Although  there  waB 

'  hemorrhage,  it  died  in  a  few   hours.*     Another  case  is 

pielRted  by  Mr.  Chamberlayne,  in  which  the  cord  broke  offj 

(jmt  m  the  right  place,  too,)  in  consequence  of  the  violent 

expulsion  of  the  child.|      In  cases  of  this  kind,   however, 

where  the  cord  is  torn  off,  it  is  to  be  recollected  that  hemor- 

so  likely  to  occur  as  when  it  is  cut. 

A  child  may  die  from  prematureb/  tying  the  umbilt^al  cortU 

.   Ve  know  that  the  circulation  by  tho  cord  and  respiration  are 

Ticarious  functions,  and  if  the  former  be  arrested  before  ths 

latter  ia  in  operation,  life  must  cease.     It  is  accordingly  laid 

down  as  a  rule  hy  practical  writers,  that  tho  cord  should  never 

be  tied  or  divided  until  respiration  has  been  established. 

Tbst  the  neglect  of  this  important  rule  of  practice  \b  ui 
occasional  cause  of  death  to  the  new-born  infant  In  the  hands 
of  ignorant  midwivea  and  practitioners,  does  not  admit  of  a 
doubt.     Dr.  Dcwees  states  that  he  has  seen  "several  instances 

»>af  death,  and  this  of  a  painful  protracted  kind,  from  the  pre* 
katora  application  of  tho  ligature."^  By  Dr.  Ebcrle  a  case 
m  recorded  which  illustrates  the  evil  effects  of  premature 
tying  of  tho  cord.  The  child  breathed  freely  as  soon  aa  it 
was  bom.  After  waiting  three  or  four  minutes,  until  the  cord 
poleatcd  feebly,  it  was  tied.  As  soon  as  the  ligature  was 
drawn,  the  breathing  became  catching,  irregular,  and  in  a  few 
moments  almost  wholly  suspcndcii,  and  the  hps  acquirod  tt 
deep  livid  hue.     The  cord  was  immediately  divided  below  the 


•  I*ae«t.  Tol.  T.  pp.  120,  121. 

f  London  Medical  ftod  Surgical  Jonmftl,  toI,  tiL  p.  281. 
IA  TrMtiw  OD  tbe  Phjiical  >ud  Uedival  TrcftLmcDl  of  CbildrcD,  bj 
W.  P.  DeweM,  M.D.,  p.  260. 
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ligature,  but  only  a  few  drops  of  blood  could  be  obtained  from 
it,  and  it  was  only  with  the  greatest  difficulty  that  the  action 
of  the  heart  and  lungs  were  re-established.*  Dr.  Campbell 
records  a  similar  case,  in  which  the  application  of  the  ligature 
was  followed  by  breathlessness  and  liridity  of  countenance. 
The  child  was  relieved  by  the  application  of  two  leeches  to 
the  region  of  the  heart.f 

2.  Congenital  malformations  of  certain  organs. 

These  are  by  no  means  uncommon,  and  as  they  might  be 
found  in  cases  which  become  the  subjects  of  judicial  investi- 
gation, and  give  rise  to  doubts  as  to  the  cause  of  death,  it  is 
necessary  to  show  to  what  extent  they  may  interfere  with  the 
continuance  of  life  in  the  new-bom  infant. 

Malformations  of  the  heart  and  vascular  system.  Of  these 
the  following  have  been  observed  and  recorded : — 

A  congenital  opening  between  the  two  ventricles.  Several 
instances  of  this  kind  are  on  record.  Dr.  Hunter  relates  the 
case  of  a  still-bom  child  at  six  months,  who  had  a  hole  in  the 
septum  of  the  two  ventricles  large  enough  to  allow  a  gooae- 
quill  to  pass  through  it.|  Another  similar  case  is  related  by 
Dr.  Pulteney.  In  this  instance,  the  person  lived  to  nearly 
fourteen  years  of  age.§ 

CorvLsart  gives  the  case  of  a  child  twelve  years  old,  in  whom, 
on  dissection,  there  was  found  an  aperture  in  the  septum  of  the 
ventricles  large  enough  to  admit  the  extremity  of  the  little 
finger.  From  the  appearance  of  the  aperture,  there  was  good 
reason  for  believing  that  it  was  congenital.  || 

Dr.  Hunter  relates  the  case  of  a  patient  who  reached  his 
thirteenth  year,  in  whom,  on  dissection,  the  pulmonary  artery 
was  found  very  small,  and  an  opening  of  the  size  of  the  thumb 
led  from  the  right  into  the  left  ventricle.  This  patient  had 
been  in  ill  health  since  his  birth ;  had  been  subject  to  fits  from 

*  A  Treatise  on  the  Diseases  and  Physical  Edacation  of  Children,  \ij 
John  Ebcrle,  M.D.,  p.  86;  second  edition, 
t  Midwifery,  p.  152. 

X  Baillie's  Morbid  Anatomy,  p.  24 ;  Medical  Obserrationa,  toL  tL 
2  Medical  Trmnsactions,  toL  iiL 
y  Corrlaart,  p.  207;  also,  p.  229. 
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earliest  years,  during  which  Ms  completion  became  of  a 
iky  hue.  He  died  in  one  of  these  pttroxysms.* 
Where  the  heart  consistt  only  of  one  auricle  and  one  ventri* 
This  is  &  Tery  rare  malformation.  Mr.  Burns  says  theitt 
ily  one  case  on  record,  and  that  is  by  Mr.  WilsoD.  Thii 
Taa  in  a  child  who  died  seven  days  old,  and  whose  body  was 
bronght  to  the  Theatre  of  Windmill  Street  for  dissection.  In 
this  case  there  was  one  vessel  which  originated  from  the  ven- 
tricle and  divided  into  two  branches,  the  one  to  the  lungs,  and 
itbe  other  to  the  rest  of  the  body.f 

Another  case,  however,  is  recorded  by  Billard.  This  child 
lived  fifteen  days.  During  this  period  it  was  affected  with 
t^anoee;  had  frequent  syncopes  and  fits  of  threatened  suffoca- 
tion, in  one  of  which  it  dicd.|     This  malformation  is  plainly 

insistent  with  the  long  continuance  of  life. 
-  Where  the  aorta  arisegfrom  both  ventricles.  Corvisart  gives 
M,  case  from  Sandifort,  in  which  the  subject  died  at  the  age  of 
twelve  years.  During  this  period,  it  had  from  its  second  year 
been  attacked  with  all  the  symptoms  denoting  disease  of  the 
betJt,  of  which  it  died.  On  dissection,  it  was  found  that  b«* 
the  existence  of  the  foramen  ovale  and  dilatation  of  the 
it  ventricle,  the  aorta,  instead  of  rising  from  the  left  ven- 
triole  only,  had  a  mouth  in  each  of  the  ventricles.g 

la  two  cases  recorded  by  Mr.  Burns,  the  persons  led  o  moet 
miserable  life,  and  were  subject,  on  every  trivial  exertion,  to 
those  paroxysms  which  arc  produced  by  a  mixture  of  venooa 
and  arterial  blood.     At  lust  they  died  dropsical.  || 

Another  case  is  recorded  by  Dr.  Ray,  of  Eastport,  in  ths 
State  of  Maine.  The  child  lived  to  the  age  of  thirteen 
months.  During  the  first  live  months  of  its  life,  nothing  pe- 
culiar was  perceived  about  it  but  a  slight  blueness  of  the  ends 
the  fingers,  the  eyelids,  root  of  the  nose,  and  mouth ;  after 


_  ketrt 
■■   trinle 


ObaerTalioiiB  on  aomc  of  the  maal  ft^quGcl  and  imporiunt  diseuw  of 
h«>rl,  eto  ,  bj  AlUa  Bums,  p.  20 ;  It&iltie,  p.  23. 
t  Ibid.,  p.  2T. 

I  Traill^  lies  MfcUdies  dee  Eafaas,  etc.,  par  C.  M.  Billard.  p.  TOl ;  vMond 
wUtion. 
{  CorviiarL,  pp.  2S1,  2S2;  Amerioui  ediLion, 
|[  Burnt'  Obiinations,  p.  13. 
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this  it  suffered  occasional  paroxysms,  resembling  serere  colio, 
attended  with  a  dry,  suffocative  cough.  In  the  intervals  of 
the  paroxysms,  the  child  appeared  to  be  perfectly  well.  On 
dissection,  the  ascending  aorta  and  arch  was  found  dilated  to 
four  times  the  capacity  of  the  descending  portion.  The  for** 
men  ovale  was  open,  and  the  aorta  being  placed  astride  the 
two  ventricles,  communicated  with  both.  The  ductus  arteri- 
osus was  also  open,  and  terminated  in  a  cul-de-sac  in  the 
wall  of  the  left  ventricle ;  no  pulmonary  artery  could  be  dis- 
covered.* 

Where  the  pulmonary  artery  is  impervious  at  its  origin. 
This  is  by  no  means  common.  A  case,  however,  is  related 
by  Dr.  Hunter,  which  terminated  fatally  on  the  thirteenth 

day.t 

Malformations  of  the  respiratory  organs.  These,  although 
not  very  common,  are  sometimes  met  with.  Gases  are  re- 
corded in  which  the  thoracic  parietes  have  been  so  deficient 
and  imperfect  as  to  leave  the  heart  and  lungs  naked.  Under 
such  circumstances,  it  is  evident  that  life  cannot  long  be  pro- 
tracted. In  some  cases,  the  thorax  may  be  distorted  in  soeh 
a  way  as  to  interfere  greatly  with  the  due  expansion  of  the 
lungs,  and  of  course  with  the  proper  performance  of  the  fune- 
tion  of  respiration.  It  is  clear,  however,  that  this  may  exist 
to  a  very  considerable  extent,  and  yet  life  be  continued  for  a 
number  of  years. 

Where  a  congenital  deficiency  exists  in  the  diaphragm^  so 
as  to  admit  the  passage  of  some  portion  of  the  abdominil 
viscera  into  the  cavity  of  the  thorax,  it  is  hardly  possible  that 
life  can  be  long  continued. 

Malformations  of  the  alimentary  canal.  These  have  been 
observed  in  every  portion  of  this  tract,  from  the  mouth  to  the 
anus.  The  mouth  has  sometimes  been  found  wanting,  or  ob- 
literated; in  other  cases  there  has  been  an  absence  of  the 
oesophagus.  An  instance  of  this  kind  is  reported  by  Dr.  Son- 
derland.     The  child,  at  birth,  was  apparently  well  formed, 


*  The  Medical  Magazine,  conducted  by  A.  L .  Pierson,  J.  B.  Flinty  ud 
£.  Bartlett,  Boston;  toI.  ii.  p.  817. 
f  Barns'  Obsenrations,  eto.,  p.  25. 
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nit  rejected  everything  that  was  introdaced  into  its  mouth  in 

ray  of  nourishment.     lie  died  on  the  eighth  day.     On 

BsectioD,  the  cardiac  orifice  of  the  stomach  was  found  want- 

;,  and  this  part  of  the  stomach  was  adherent  to  the  dia- 

The   oesophagus   was   ectirely  wanting,  and    the 

|>harynx  terminated  in  a  cnl-de-sac* 

The  gtomach  is  subject  to  malformations  as  regards  shape 

ftnd  displacements.     These,  however,  do  not  interfere  with  the 

l^^iMntinusncc  of  life,  provided  the  orifices  of  this  organ  be  free. 

L.  Malformations  of  the  intestinal  canal  are  numerous  and 

r*Brioiis.     Those  which  are  particularly  worthy  of  notice  in 

this  connection,  are  those  in  which  the  canal  is  obliterated,  OT 

interrupted,  or  contracted.     Dr.  Sehsefer  relates  the  case  of  » 

child  which  died  on  the  seventh  day  after  birth.     On  disseiy 

tion,  the  duodenum  was  found   terminating  in  a  cul-de-sac, 

and  a  complete  interruption  thus  existed  in  the  intestinal  o^ 

jsmI.     This  child,  during  its  life,  had  passed  neither  meconium 

Bor  urine,  and  vomited  liquid  matter  of  a  brown  character.f 

Another  case,  of  a  similar  character,  is  reported  by  Billard. 

Xn  this  case  the  child  died  on  tbe  thbd  day.     It  had  not 

1  any  meconium,  and  had  vomited  freely  a  yellowiak 

id.t 

■ '  The  most  common  of  these  malformations,  however,  are 
those  of  the  rectum.  In  some  cases,  there  is  simply  a  con- 
traction and  closure  of  the  anus;  in  other  cases,  the  recttm 
itself  is  partly  deficient,  and  terminates  in  a  cul-de-sac;  while 
in  others  again,  the  rectum  terminates  in  the  bladder,  or  in 
the  VRgina.§  Now,  in  all  these  cases,  the  life  of  the  child 
must  he  lost  inevitably  in  a  very  few  days,  unless  the  difficulty 
can  he  relieved  by  an  operation. 


8.    Variotu  diseages,  which  may  he  either  congenital,  or  occur 
immediately  after  birth. 

This  is  the  last  class  of  accidental  causes  to  which  the  death 
of  a  new-born  infant  may  be  owing. 


*  Billtrd,  p.  2SG. 
I  Ibid-,  pp.  SST,  i 
jf.  671. 


+  Ibid.,  p.  368.  jniid.,p.  8C4. 

Baillio's  Morb.  Aunt.,  p.  114;   Campbell'*  Mid. 
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Morbus  ecsruUtu.  Ojfaiuysii.  This  is  oommonlj  kiumibj 
the  name  of  the  blue  disease^  from  the  pecoliftr  ool<v  <A  di 
skin  which  characterises  it.  The  part  more  partieiilirlj 
affected  is  the  face.  During  crying  or  any  other  eflfart  gi 
the  part  of  the  child,  the  color  becomes  much  deeper.  Beada 
the  peculiar  color  of  the  skin,  the  symptoms  are,  disordael 
circolation,  disturbed  respiration,  and  diminished  temperatan 
of  the  whole  body.  The  symptoms  are  firom  time  to  tiw 
aggravated,  and  the  patient  is  attacked  with  the  most  & 
tressing  paroxysms  of  laborious  breathing,  fiainting,  pt^iti- 
tion,  and  suffocation.  During  these  paroxysms  life  is  ff» 
rally  in  danger,  and  is  frequently  lost.  Concerning  the 
causes  of  this  curious  affection,  there  is  some  difference  of 
opinion.  Formerly,  it  was  supposed  to  be  invariably  oiring 
to  the  foramen  ovale  remaining  open.  This,  however,  is  boI 
the  case,  inasmuch  as  it  has  been  found  to  be  associated  wi& 
a  number  of  malformations  of  the  heart  and  large  blood* 
vessels.* 

From  what  has  been  already  stated  in  relation  to  these  mit 
formations,  it  is  easy  to  appreciate  the  kind  of  danger  to  lAoA 
a  new-born  infant  is  subject,  in  whom  they  may  be  found  to 
exist.  While  in  some  cases  death  may  take  place  in  a  fet 
hours  or  days  after  birth,  in  others  again,  existence  has  beea 
protracted  for  many  years.  As,  however,  life  is  always  in 
danger  in  these  cases,  the  just  and  certainly  humane  conci- 
sion in  a  case  of  alleged  infanticide,  and  where  this  disefln 
might  be  urged  as  the  cause  of  death,  would  be  to  admit  tbt 
it  might  be  so,  provided  said  malformations  were  actnally 
found  on  dissection,  and  provided  no  other  cause  of  dei& 
could  be  detected. 

Organic  diseases  of  the  heart  and  blood-vessels.  By  Billard 
a  case  is  recorded  of  a  child  who,  from  birth,  was  affected  with 
frequent  syncope,  difficult  breathing,  discoloration  of  the  nos- 
trils and  lips,  and  disordered  circulation.  It  died,  after  suf- 
fering in  this  way  about  two  months.    On  dissection,  the  hetrt 


*  For  a  condensed,  but  excellent  view  of  this  subject,  see  a  Dictionaiy  d 
Pnotical  Medicine,  by  James  Copland,  M.D.,  voL  i  p.  199 ;  American  edituo. 
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■was  found  aJmoBt  as  large  as  a  hen's  egg,  with  dilatation  of 

Ae  right  auricle  and  rentricle.* 

I  •   Another  curious  and  uniijae  case  is  recorded  by  the  Gam* 

nthor,  of  a  child  who  hail  an  aneurism  of  the  duetiis  arterial 

It  died  on  the  fourth  day,  and  betrayed  no  symptoms 

iring  life  of  the  cxistcDce  of  this  aneurism.     It  was  abodl 

e  (DEe  of  a  cherry  pit.f 
*  Pericarditit.     By  Billard  this  disease  is  supposed  to  bA 

!iro  common  in  new-bom  infants  than  at  any  other  pcrioi 
r  life.  In  seven  hundred  antopsic  examinations  which  hf 
pBade  at  the  Foundling  Hospital  of  Paris,  he  found  seven  welk 
marked  cases  of  pericarditis ;  two  of  these  were  in  childrsB 
iriiD  died  on  the  second  day  after  hirth.  In  one,  an  infant  of 
two  days  old,  he  found  the  adhesions  of  the  pericardium  M 
■olid  as  to  lead  to  the  belief  that  the  disease  was  of  long 
Itanding,  and  must  have  commenced  while  the  ftstus  was  still 
in  ntero.J  i 

Pneumonia  and  pleuritic.  These  afTeetions,  though  rar^ 
may  sometimes  exist  in  the  foetal  state.  Billard  states  that 
in  three  infants  who  died  on  the  first  day  after  birth,  he  found 
tke  texture  of  the  lungs  so  altered  as  to  lead  to  the  heli«f 
that  disease  must  have  commenced  antecedent  to  birth.  In 
two  cases,  the  loft  lung  was  hepatized  at  its  base.§  In  these, 
there  was  no  doubt  that  this  condition  of  the  lungs  interfered 
with  the  eetablishment  of  respiration,  and  was  the  cause  of 
death. 

Inflammation  of  the  larynx  has  not  been  observed  a£  occui^ 
li^in  the  fcetal  state.  Billard,  however,  states  that  he  hai 
frequently  observed  in  fcctusos,  born  before  the  time,  a  con^ 
geetion  of  blood  about  thcso  parts.  The  mucous  memhrani 
of  the  larynx  and  trachea  was  of  a  violet  color,  and  at  thfl  > 
ane  time  there  was  an  extravasation  of  blood  extending 
eren  into  the  bronchiie.  He  presumes  there  must  have  beSB 
ID  titeee  cases  a  great  determination  of  blood  to  those  parts  in 
tiu  last  momenta  of  intra-nterine  life,  or  during  the  act  of 
doliTery.ll 
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With  regard  to  affections  of  the  lungs,  it  is  also  to  be  reeol> 
lected  that  infants  are  occasionally  liable  to  be  attacked  irith 
manj  of  them  immediately  after  birth,  and  they  may  prore 
fatal  in  a  few  days.  In  all  cases  of  this  kind,  however,  Ae 
appearances  on  dissection  will  throw  light  upon  the  cause  of 
death. 

J)isea8es  of  the  alimentary  canaL  Billard  states  that  m 
two  cases  in  which  new-bom  infants  died  a  short  time  ifier 
birth,  he  found  ulcerations  in  oesophagus,  which  from  their  ap- 
pearance must  have  been  developed  during  intra-uterine  Ii&^ 
and  which,  from  the  progress  they  made  after  birth,  musthm 
hastened  their  death.* 

The  same  author  relates  cases  in  which  there  was  evoy 
reason  to  believe  that  inflammation  of  the  stomach  existed 
previous  to  birth,  and  was  the  cause  of  death  after  birth.t 

liamolliMsement  of  the  intestities  has  also  been  noticed  by 
Billard,  in  children  who  have  died  a  short  time  after  birth. 

[In  all  these  cases  a  thorough  and  careful  post-mortem 
examination  will  throw  a  clear  light  on  the  cause  of  death, 
whether  malformation  or  intra-uterine  disease.  A  neglect  of 
such  examination  has  led  to  blunders  innumerable. — C.  R.  G.] 

Of  the  examination  of  the  mother. 

Having  gone  through  with  the  examination  of  the  child, 
and  having  ascertained  that  it  was  bom  alive,  and  that  its 
death  was  owing  to  violence,  vre  are  next  to  inquire  into 
the  relations  of  it  with  the  supposed  mother.  As  already 
stated,  the  questions  here  to  be  investigated  are  the  fol- 
lowing : — 

Quest.  I.  HaB  the  woman  been  actually  delivered  ?  The 
signs  of  delivery  have  already  been  discussed  in  a  previous 
chapter. 

Quest.  II.  Do  the  %ign%  of  delivery  in  the  mother  correspond 
as  to  time,  etc.,  with  the  appearance  of  the  child  f 

By  comparing  the  observations  made  upon  the  child,  with 
the  signs  observed  upon  the  female,  a  rational  opinion  can 

*  BiUmrd,  p.  687.  f  Ibid.,  pp.  311,  689. 
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lily  be  formed,  whether  any  incongruity  exists  between  themj 
id  the  inference  of  course  is  obvious. 

Qtrcumatantial  eoidetice.     Although  this  does  not  striotljf  j 
ipertain  to  a  medical  discussion  of  the  subject,  yet  there  ai4  I 
(me  points  embraced  under  it,  concerning  which  the  testimony 
"  the  physician  may  be  required, 

1,  It  may  he  urged  in  excuse  for  a  woman  on  trial  for  child*  I 
■der,  that  from  the  uncertainty  of  the  signs  of  pregnan<^.  I 

may  have  boon  ignorant  of   her  actual   condition,  and  I 
irefore  may  have  been  suddenly  overtaken  with  the  pains  (^  | 
r  when  it  was  out  of  her  power  to  command  asaistanoti  i 
thus  the  child  have  lost  its  life.     To  all  this  a  very  platft 
id  concise  reply  may  bo  made.     However  difficult  it  may  b*  | 
a  physician  to  say  positively  whether  a  woman  is  pregnaot  | 
or  not,  yet  we  can  scarcely  supposo  the  woman  herself  to  eiw 
tertun  much  doubt  on  the  subject,  especially  in  a  first  pre^ 
nancy,  which  it  almost  always  is  in  cases  of  infanticide.     If 
■be  has  yielded  to  the  solicitations  of  a  seducer,  and  if  she 
afterwards  experiences  those  changes  and   developments  in 
T  Bjstem  which  accompany  a  state  of  impregnation,  ehft 
:0t  but  be  conscious  of  her  true  situation,  and,  therefore, 
arguments  drawn  from   this  source  ought   to  have  no 
"height. 

p  think  this  stated  too  strongly;  the  arguments  drawn 
from  this  source  should  surely  have  soTne  weight;  it  is  for  the 
jury  to  say  how  much. — C.  R.  G,] 

2.  It  may  he  urged  in  the  defence  of  a  female  accused  of 
destroying  her  child,  that  she  may  have  been  laboring  undw 
puerperal  mania — in  other  words,  that  she  was  insane.  A 
ease  of  this  kind  appears  actually  to  have  occurred,  and  is 
(elated  by  I>r.  Paris.     "In  the  year  l(i68,  at  Aylesbury,  a 

ied  woman  of  good  reputation  being  delivered  of  a  child, 
not  having  slept  many  nights,  fell  into  a  temporary 
.By,  and  killed  her  infant  in  the  absence  of  any  company, 

company  coming  in  she  told  them  she  had  killed  her  Jn- 
aud  cAtire  it  lay;  she  was  brought  to  jail  presently,  and 
gome  sleep  she  recovered  her  understanding,  but  mar- 
how  or  why  she  came  thither.     She  was  indicted  for 


alter 
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murder,  and  upon  her  trial,  the  whole  matter  appearing,  it 
was  left  to  the  jury  with  this  direction,  that  if  it  did  appear 
that  she  had  any  use  of  reason  when  she  did  it,  they  were  to 
find  her  guilty ;  but  if  they  found  her  under  a  phrensy,  though 
by  reason  of  her  late  deliyery  and  want  of  sleep,  they  should 
acquit  her ;  that  had  there  been  any  occasion  to  move  her  to 
this  fact,  as  to  hide  her  shame,  which  is  ordinarily  the  case  of 
such  as  are  delivered  of  bastard  children  and  destroy  them; 
or  if  there  had  been  jealousy  of  the  husband  that  the  chDd 
had  been  none  of  his;  or  if  she  had  hid  the  infant,  or  denied 
the  fact,  these  had  been  evidences  that  the  phrensy  had  been 
counterfeit.  But  none  of  these  appearing,  and  the  honesty 
and  virtuous  deportment  of  the  woman  in  her  health  being 
known  to  the  jury,  and  many  circumstances  of  insanity 
appearing,  the  jury  found  her  not  guilty,  to  the  satisfaotion 
of  all  who  heard  it."*  On  this  case.  Dr.  Paris  justly  re- 
marks: ^'Had  this  woman  been  of  doubtful  character,  though 
innocent,  she  might  have  been  executed  for  want  of  medical 
evidence  to  prove  the  nature  and  frequency  of  puerperal 
insanity,  "t 

Of  ihe  method  of  conducting  examinations  in  cases  of  in- 
fanticide. 

In  every  case  of  infanticide  so  much  depends  upon  the  tes- 
timony furnished  by  the  physician,  that  it  becomes  a  sacred 
duty  on  his  part  to  investigate,  with  the  utmost  fidelity  and 
impartiality,  every  circumstance  which  may  aid  him  in  coming 
to  a  satisfactory  and  enlightened  decision.  The  labor  of  such 
investigation  is  doubtless  great  and  unpleasant;  but  unless 
submitted  to  by  the  professional  witness,  he  certidnly  cannot 
be  considered  as  qualified  to  give  his  evidence  in  a  case  which 
involves  the  life  of  a  fellow-being. 

External  examination  of  the  child.  This  should  embrace 
the  following  particulars: — 

(a.)  Everything  relating  to  its  external  appearance,  shi^ 

*  Hale'B  Pleas  of  the  Grown,  p.  86. 

f  Paria  and  Fonblanqae'a  Medical  Jarispradenoe,  voL  UL  pp.  129, 180. 
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conformation,  condition  as  to  putrefaction,  wounds,  spots, 
ecchjmoses,  etc. 
p,(d.)  ItB  size,  incliiding  not  merely  the  eize  of  the  whole  body 
as  to  length,  but  the  dimensions  of  the  head  and  of  tba 
thorax. 
|i(*.)  Its  weight;  longitudinal  centre  of  the  body. 
m(d-)  ^he  condition  of  the  umbilical  cord. 
.Internal  examination.     This  should  include, — 
fUhe  condition  of  the  respiratory  organs: 
P(a.)  The  shape  of  the  thorax. 
"(4.)  The  sitiiation  of  the  diaphragm. 
(c.)  The  color  of  the  lungs. 
(rf.)  Their  volume. 
(c.)  Their  situation. 
(/.)  Their  shape. 
{g.)  Their  consistence  or  density. 
I,'  »•  (A.)  Their  absolute  weight. 
|H^(il)  Their  specific  weight. 
^Rt  The  condition  of  the  organs  of  circulation : 
(a.)  The  foramen  ovale. 

(J.)  The  ductus  arteriosus — its  dimensions  and  shape, 
(c.)  The  dnctuB  venosus. 
(fi.)  The  state  of  the  umbilical  vessels. 

3.  The  condition  of  the  abdominal  organs: 
(a.)  The  liver. 

(6.)  The  stomach  and  intestines — particularly  the  large  in- 
testines— with  a  view  of  ascertaining  the  presence  op 
absence  of  the  meconium. 

(c.)  The  state  of  the  urinary  bladder. 

4.  The  condition  of  the  brain  and  spinal  marrow. 


1, 


JHode  of  conducting  the  dissection  of  a  child. 

'.t  will  be  found  moat  convenient  to  commence  the  diseeo- 
tion  with  the  mouth  and  the  cavities  leading  to  tho  chest.  An 
incision  should  first  be  made  from  the  under  lip  to  the  top  of 
steronm,  and  another  along  the  tower  edge  of  the  inferior 
maxillary  bone;  after  irhicb  the  integomeats  are  to  be  dis* 
Vol.  I.  87 
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sected  back.  The  lower  jaw  is  then  to  be  divided  at  its  sym- 
physis, and  the  two  portions  separated.  By  bending  the  head 
back,  we  shall  now  be  able  to  obtain  a  complete  view  of  the 
cayity  of  the  mouth.  The  position  of  the  tongae  should  now 
be  examined.  If  any  foreign  matters  are  found  in  the  mouth, 
they  should  be  especially  obseryed  and  noted.  In  short, 
every  unnatural  appearance,  whether  morbid  or  artificial, 
should  be  carefully  investigated  and  recorded. 

The  larynx  and  trachea  must  next  be  laid  open.  If  any 
fluid  is  found  it  should  be  specially  examined. 

So  much  of  the  oesophagus  as  can  now  be  seen  is  also  to  be 
examined. 

The  abdomen  is  next  to  be  opened.  The  first  incision  is  to 
be  continued  down  to  the  lower  part  of  the  sternum,  and  from 
this  point  an  incision  made  through  the  integuments  to  the 
spine  of  the  ilium  on  each  side.  The  triangular  flap  thus 
made  is  then  to  be  turned  down  and  the  umbilical  vessels  to 
be  examined  and  tied.  The  diaphragm  is  to  be  observed, 
whether  it  be  much  arched,  or  otherwise.  The  viscera  of  the 
abdomen  are  next  to  be  inspected,  and  everything  peculiar  in 
their  appearance  or  condition  to  be  noticed.  The  ductus 
vcnosus  should  bo  examined,  whether  it  be  pervious  and  con- 
tain any  blood.  The  whole  of  the  intestinal  canal,  with  the 
stomach,  should  be  taken  out,  after  having  tied  the  two  ends. 
The  contents  of  the  stomach  arc  to  be  examined,  to  ascertain 
if  it  contain  any  milk,  starch,  or  sugar.  If  there  is  any  sus- 
picion of  poison,  the  ordinary  tests  for  ascertaining  it  should 
be  tried.  The  state  of  the  gall-bladder  and  urinary  bladder 
should  be  examined,  whether  they  be  empty  or  not.  Lastly, 
see  if  there  be  any  meconium  in  the  intestinal  canal. 

In  opening  the  thorax,  the  ribs  and  sternum  must  be  divided 
in  the  ordinary  manner;  in  doing  this,  a  scissors  will  be  found 
a  much  more  safe  and  convenient  instrument  than  a  scalpel 
Having  exposed  the  thorax,  the  appearance,  position,  and 
color  of  the  lungs  are  to  be  remarked. 

The  aorta,  the  carotids,  and  vensa  cavse,  are  to  be  tied  and 
cut  beyond  the  ligatures.  The  trachea  is  now  to  be  divided 
as  near  as  possible  to  the  lungs.    The  lungs  should  ihea  be 
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taken  ont  and  weighed,  and  after  this,  Bnbjected  to  the  experi- 
ments already  detailed.  The  heart  is  next  to  be  examined; 
Bote  whether  the  anrieles  and  ventricleB  are  filled  with  blood, 

10  the  state  of  the  ductus  arteriosna  and  that  of  the  foramoif'  , 

rale. 

As  the  death  of  an  infant  may  not  uufreqaently  be  caused 
'by  injury  inflicted  on  the  spine,  it  becomes  necessary  to  exft- 
jBine  this  part  also.  A  longitudinal  incision  shonld  be  made 
fiom  the  occiput  to  the  sacrum — the  muscles  separated  aad 
torned  back.  By  means  of  strong  scissors  the  vertebrte  ar«' 
'tiien  to  be  divided  on  each  side.  The  posterior  part  of  th»' 
l^ine  thus  separated,  may  easily  be  removed,  and  the  whoW  | 
4inal  exposed  for  cxaminatioii. 

In  opening  the  head,  an  incision  should  be  made  from  tht 
Iimer  part  of  the  frontal  bono  down  to  the  second  or  third 
cerrical  vertebra,  and  another  at  right  angles  to  this  from  ear 
to  eaj-.     By  dissecting  back  the  integuments  thus  divided,  the 

,nium  will  be  completely  exposed.  The  cranium  should 
be  carefully  examined,  to  see  if  there  be  any  fractures, 
ponclures,  wounds,  etc.  The  hones  are  next  to  bo  removed, 
aod  the  most  convenient  method  of  doing  this  will  be  to  scpa- 
nte  tbem  by  a  scissors  along  their  membranous  connectioiL' 
Great  care  should  be  taken  not  to  occasion  any  laceration. 

The  substance  of  the  brain  must  be  carefully  investigate<^ ' 
■ad  every  deviation  from  the  natural  and  healthy  state  ob-' 
Berved.     Although  this  examination  of  the  brain  can  throw  ii&  I 
Hf^t  QpOD  the  question  whether  &  child  has  been  born  aliva, ' 
jvt  it  may  aid  ua  materially  in  detecting  the  cause  of  itV  | 


Having  completed  the  dissection,  the  inferences  to  be  draiMll  | 
from  the  information  thus  obtained  have  been  so  fully  ei-  , 
pluned  in  the  former  part  of  this  chapter  as  to  render  onnecM-l  { 
Bsry  any  recapitulation. 
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PART  IIL 

Of  infanticide  in  its  relations  to  medical  policCy  including  a 
history  of  legislation  on  the  subjecty  and  an  examination  of 
the  effects  of  foundling  hospitals. 

Infanticide,  which  at  one  period  prevailed  so  universally, 
and  without  restraint,  among  the  most  polished  nations  of  the 
world,  is  now  considered,  in  all  enlightened  countries,  as  a 
crime  of  the  deepest  dje.  Mankind,  on  this  subject,  have 
vibrated  from  one  extreme  to  the  other,  and  it  is  not  to  be 
questioned,  but  that  in  modem  times  manj  an  innocent  female 
has  been  sacrificed  to  suspicion  and  prejudice.  The  principle^ 
however,  which  now  guides  the  moral  judgment  of  society  on 
this  subject  is  undoubtedly  just,  for  it  is  a  crime  which  pre- 
supposes the  obliteration  of  those  feelings  which  human 
nature  ought  to  be  most  proud  of,  and  which,  if  countenanced, 
or  but  slightly  punished,  must  lead  to  the  most  dreadful  con- 
sequences. 

That  a  young  female  of  character  and  reputable  connec- 
tions may  be  betrayed  by  the  arts  of  a  base  seducer,  and 
when  pregnant,  to  avoid  the  disgrace  which  must  otherwise 
be  her  lot,  may  stifle  the  birth  in  the  womb,  or  after  it  is 
born,  in  a  state  of  phrensy,  imbrue  her  hands  in  her  infant's 
blood,  in  the  expectation  of  throwing  the  mantle  of  oblivion 
over  her  crime,  is  a  case  which  too  frequently  occurs;  but 
even  such  a  case,  with  all  its  palliations,  cannot  be  considered 
as  less  than  willful  murder,  and  as  such  demands  exemplary 
punishment. 

It  is  not,  however,  enough  for  a  wise  legislation  merely  to 
punish  crimes  after  they  are  perpetrated ;  it  should  also  adopt 
the  most  effectual  means  of  preventing  their  commission.  In 
the  language  of  a  philosopher,  it  may  be  said,  that  ^'the 
punishment  of  a  crime  cannot  be  just,  if  the  laws  have  not 
endeavored  to  prevent  that  crime  by  the  best  means  which 
times  and  circumstances  would  allow."* 


*  Beoearia'f  Esnj  on  Crimes  and  Panishments,  p.  104 ;  New  York  edition. 
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With  regard  to  infanticide,  it  is  impossible  to  suggest  any 
tthod  of  arresting  it  completely,  unless  there  be  a  totfil  r^ 
fbrmation  of  that  corruption  of  manners  which  lies  at  the  root 
of  the  eiTl,  Nest  to  this,  the  dread  of  severe  punishment  ia 
the  moat  effectual  preventive.  Foundling  hospitals  were  also 
establmhed  with  this  intent ;  whether  they  have  this  tendency, 
I  shall  consider,  after  having  enumerated  the  laws  euacted  by 
tUffcrent  nations  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  and  punishing 
crime. 


1.  Law»  against  criminal  abortion  or  feticide. 


Although  the  Jewish  code  specified  nothing  relative  to 
criminal  abortion,  or  to  the  murder  of  the  new-born  infant^ 
yet  it  decreed  that  if  a  pregnant  woman  should  be  accident- 
ally injured  in  a  fray  between  two  men,  so  that  she  should 
abort,  without  any  injury  to  her  own  person,  the  punishment 
was  a  6ne,  such  "as  the  judges  might  determine."  If  the 
woman  received  any  personal  dauoage,  the  law  of  retaliation 
was  then  to  operate — an  eye  for  an  eye,  and  a  tooth  for  a 
tooth,  etc.     If  she  lost  her  life,  death  was  the  punishment.* 

After  the  Romans  began  to  consider  the  procuring  of  abor- 
Uon  a  crime,  tbcy  denounced  punishments  against  the  authors 
of  it.  These,  as  has  been  already  noticed  when  considering 
the  animation  of  the  fcctus,  varied  with  the  changes  tbnt  took 
place  in  the  philosophical  sentiments  of  the  nation.  A  coun- 
cil, convened  in  the  palace  of  the  emperor  of  Constantino- 
ple, A.D.  692,  ordained  that  it  should  be  punished  with  the 
same  severity  as  homicide.! 

In  France  the  Roman  law  was  adopted,  and  practiced  upon 
until  the  revolution.  Their  parlianaents  frequently  condemned 
midwives  to  be  hanged  for  procuring  abortion  in  girls ;  and 
physicians,  surgeons,  and  others  guilty  of  this  crime  were 
eubjected  to  the  same  pnnishment.J  The  French  code  of 
1691  commuted  the  punishment  to  twenty  years'  imprison- 
ment in  chains.     The  code  Napoleon  oontaina  the  following 
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proTisiona  agunst  this  crime:  "E 
of  aliments,  beverages,  medicines, 
otber  means,  shall  procure  the  untii 
woman,  although  with  her  consent 
finement,  {reclusion.") 

"  The  same  punishment  ehall  b( 
who  shall  make  use  of  such  mean 
abortion." 

"Physicians,  surgeons,  apotheci 
he&lth,  who  shall  prescribe  or  adm: 
tion,  shall,  if  a  miscarriage  ensue, 
for  a  limited  time,"* 

The  criminal  code  of  Austria^ 
Joseph  II.,  ia  which  the  punishmc 
lished,  decrees  that  a  woman  with 
euro  abortion,  shall  be  punished  i 
less  than  fifteen  nor  more  than  tl: 
tion  to  the  public  works ;  augmenti 

"Accomplices  advising  and  rei 
piiso&inent  not  less  than  one  monti 
and  condemnation  to  the  public  w 
be  increased  when  the  accomplici 
fant."t 

The  laws  of  Germany  punish  b 
imprisonment,  a  woman,  or  her  ai 
or  other  means,  shall  have  willfull; 
the  first  thirty  weeks  from  the  tin 
penalty  is  protracted  to  eight,  or  i 
when  such  a  crime  has  been  commi 
of  pregnancy. 

The  laws  of  Bavaria  enact  simil: 

In  the  Italian  code  it  is  establisl 
uacd  means,  with  the  intent  to  prod 
not  have  taken  place,  she  is  to  be 


■  Arliole  SIT.  For  the  IrMsUtioa  Of  t 
Tioaa  Reiiew,  tdI.  ii. 

f  Treatiae  on  ihe  Polioa  of  Londoa,  bj 
editioD,  p.  D5G. 
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t  A  period  of  from  six  montlis  to  one  year ;  but  if  aUortioD 

s  been  the  consequence  of  such  means,  the  imprisonment  ig 

D  be  of  from  one  to  five  years'  duration.     The  same  penalties, 

bat  with  exacerbations,  are  enacted  against  the  father  of  the 

foetus,  if  he  has  been  an  accomplice  in  the  crime.     Finally, 

the  delinquent,  who,  against  the  will  of  the  mother  shall  hare 

cauficd  abortion,  or  have  made  an  attempt  to  cause  her  abor> 

tion,  is  to  bo  punished  by  from  one  to  five  years'  severe  im- 

nrisonment ;   and  if  the  life  of  the  mother  has  thereby  been 

Hbvugbt  into  danger,  or  her  health  injured,  the  duration  of  the 

Ipnialty  shall  be  from  five  to  ten  years."* 

The  English  law  is  thus  stated  by  Blackstone:  "If  n  woman 
is  quick  with  child,  and,  by  a  potion  or  otherwise,  killoth  it  la 
her  womb,  or  if  any  one  beat  her,  whereby  tbo  child  dicth  in 
r  body,  and  she  id  delivered  of  a  dead  child,  this,  though  not 
iirder,  woe  by  the  ancient  law  homicide,  or  manslaughter. 
Int  the  modern  law  doth  not  look  upon  thia  offence  in  quite 
kfttrocious  a  light,  but  merely  as  a  heinous  misdemeanor,  "f 
But,  if  the  child  be  born  alive,  and  afterwards  die  in  conse- 
aice  of  the  potion  or  beating,  it  will  be  murder."X  By  & 
iwequont  law,  enacted  in  1803,  called  the  EUeiiborough  Act, 
8  ordained  that  "if  any  person  shall  willfully  and  ma- 
inoBsly  adminiater  to,  or  cause  to  be  administered  to,  or  take 
any  medicine,  drug,  or  other  substance  or  thing  whatsoever, 
or  nse,  or  cause  to  be  used  or  employed,  any  instrument,  etc., 
with  intent  to  procure  the  miscarriage  of  any  woman,  not 
being,  or  not  being  proved  to  be,  quick  with  child  at  the  time 
of  committing  such  thing,  or  using  such  means,  then,  and  la 
every  such  case,  the  person  so  offending,  their  counselors^ 
aiders  and  abettors,  shall  be,  and  are  declared  guilty  of  felony^ 
and  shall  be  liable  to  be  fined,  imprisoned,  set  in  and  upon  the 
pillory,  publicly  or  privately  whipped,  or  transported  beyond 
the  aea  for  any  term  not  exceeding  fourteen  yoar8."§  The 
same  act  ordains  that  administering  medicines,  drugs,  etc>) 

*  London  Kfoilical  Bntl  Pliyaic&l  JoufdilI,  lol.  iMi.  p.  90. 
f  Bl»ck»tonc'»  Comment  Aries,  »oI,  i.  p,  129. 
I  Ibid.,  note  by  Christian. 

J  Sc&tDlGB  at   Lirge,  43  QeorgB  III.,  cap.  28;    Mile's   Meilical  Jurte- 
prudenoe,  p.  111. 
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with  the  intent  to  procure  abortion  afUr  quickening^  shiU  be 
punishable  with  death. 

By  9  George  IV.,  chapter  zxzL,  passed  June  27, 1828,  it 
is  provided  that  ^^  if  any  person,  with  intent  to  procure  die 
miscarriage  of  any  woman  then  being  quick  with  child,  unlaw- 
fully and  maliciously  shall  administer  to  her,  or  cause  to  be 
taken  by  her  any  poison  or  other  noxious  thing,  or  shall  me 
any  instrument  or  other  means  whatever  with  the  like  intent, 
every  such  offender  and  every  person  counseling,  aiding,  er 
abetting  such  offender,  shall  be  guilty  of  felony,  and  diall 
suffer  death  as  a  felon ;  and  if  any  person,  with  intent  to  pro* 
cure  the  miscarriage  of  any  woman,  not  being,  or  not  being 
proved  to  be,  then  quick  with  child,  unlawfully  and  malidondj 
shall  administer  to  her,  or  cause  to  be  taken  by  her,  any  medi- 
cine or  other  thing,  or  shall  use  any  instrument  or  other  means 
whatever  with  the  like  intent,  every  such  offender  and  every 
person  counseling,  aiding,  or  abetting  such  offender,  shall  be 
guilty  of  felony,  and  being  convicted  thereof,  shall  be  liaUe 
to  be  transported  for  any  term  not  exceeding  fourteen  yean, 
nor  less  than  seven  years,  or  to  be  imprisoned,  with  or  withoit 
hard  labor,  in  the  common  jail  or  house  of  correction,  for  any 
term  not  exceeding  three  years;  and  if  a  male,  to  be  once» 
twice,  or  thrice,  publicly  or  privately  whipped,  (if  the  court 
shall  so  think  fit,)  in  addition  to  such  imprisonment."* 

The  law  of  Scotland  on   this   subject   appears  to  differ. 

*  There  is  a  still  later  law,  1  Vict.,  chapter  Ixxxt.  section  6  :  Whoefer, 
with  intent  to  procure  the  miscarriage  of  any  woman,  ahaU  unlawfoUy 
administer  to  her,  or  cause  to  bo  taken  by  her,  any  poison  or  other 
noxious  thing,  or  shall  unlawfully  use  any  instrument  or  other  metu 
irhatsoevcr,  with  the  like  intent,  shall  be  guilty  of  felony ;  and  on  oonnetioa 
thereof,  may  be  transported  for  life,  or  for  any  term  not  less  than  fifteo 
years,  or  be  imprisoned  for  any  term  not  exceeding  three  years. 

In  Regina  v.  Goodchild,*  the  prisoner  was  indicted  for  using  an  ioatn- 
ment  with  intent  to  procure  the  miscarriage  of  a  woman  named  Suowden. 
This  female  died  shortly  after,  but  it  appeared  on  an  examination  of  the 
body,  that  she  was  not  pregnant. 

It  was  objected  that  this  was  not  a  case  under  the  aboye  section,  but  the 
verdict  of  guilty  was  held  to  be  right  by  the  fifteen  judges.  (2  Carrington 
and  Kirwan,  293.)  

*  Called  GoodliAll,  in  Deniaon's  Crown  Cases  Roflerrttd. 
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Mr.  Ham^,  in  liis  Commentaries  on  the  Criminal  Lnw  of  Scot- 
land, saja  that  all  procuring  of  abortion,  or  destruction  of 
future  birth,  whether  quick  or  not,  is  excluded  from  the  idea 
of  murder,  because,  though  it  be  quick,  still  it  is  only  part 
viaoenim  matrts,  and  not  a  separate  being  of  which  it  can  with 
certainty  be  said  whether  it  would  have  become  a  quick  birth 
or  not.  Since  Mr.  Hume  wrote,  a  case  occurred  in  the  high 
court  of  justiciary,  where  the  subject  was  discussed.  A  sur- 
geon and  midwife,  indicted  for  the  violent  procuring  of  abor- 
tion, were  convicted  and  eent  to  Botany  Bay  for  fourteen 
years.* 

Mr.  Alison,  one  of  the  latest  writers  on  Scotch  law,  statCB 
it  to  be  as  follows :  "  If  a  person  gives  a  potion  to  a  woman  to 
procure  abortion,  and  she  die  in  consequence,  this  will  be  mur- 
der in  the  person  giving,  if  the  potion  given  was  of  that  power- 
ful kind  which  evidently  puts  the  woman's  life  at  hazard." 
And  again,  "administering  drugs  to  procure  abortion  is  aa 
offence  at  common  law,  and  that  equally  whether  the  desired 
effects  be  produced  or  not."  Thus  cases  occurred  in  1806 
and  1823,  where  persons  were  sentenced  to  transportation  for 
using  instraments  to  procure  it ;  and  in  1824  another  was  con- 
demned to  the  same  punishment,  for  administering  arsenie 
with  a  like  design. f 

In  the  State  of  New  York  there  have  been  several  changes 
in  the  law  on  this  subject,  and  it  may  be  well  to  cite  them  in 
detail.  In  the  Revised  Statutes  there  were  two  enactments. 
The  first  quoted  have  reference  to  the  death  of  the  mother,  or 
the  unborn  quick  child;  the  last,  to  the  procuring  of  abortion. 

"Every  person  who  shall  administer  to  any  woman  preg- 
nant with  a  quick  child,  any  medicine,  drug,  or  substance 
whatever,  or  shall  use  or  employ  any  instrument  or  other 
means,  with  intent  thereby  to  destroy  such  child,  unless  the 
same  shall  have  been  necessary  to  preserve  the  life  of  such 
mother,  or  shall  have  been  advised  by  two  physicians  to  be 
necessary  for  such  purpose,  shall,  in  case  the  death  of  sach 


*  Edloburgh  Medical  &a(]  Sargicftl  Journal,  tdL  tI.  p.  249. 

I  AliBou'i  rrinciplua  of  Ihe  Criudnal  Law  of  ScoIIbdiI,  pp.  63  kod  638. 
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child  or  of  such  mother  be  thereby  produced,  be  deemed  giuliy 
of  manslaughter  in  the  second  degree. 

^'The  willful  killing  of  an  unborn  quick  child,  by  any  iiymy 
to  the  mother  of  such  child,  which  would  be  murder  if  it 
resulted  in  the  death  of  such  mother,  shall  be  deemed  man- 
slaughter in  the  first  degree.'*'*' 

The  punishment  for  manslaughter,  first  degree,  is  impri8(Hh> 
ment  in  the  State  prison  for  a  term  not  less  ten  years;  for 
the  second  degree,  not  less  than  four  and  not  more  than  seFen 
years. 

In  the  State  of  New  York,  it  is  provided: — 

§  1.  That  every  person  who  shall  administer  to  any  woman 
pregnant  with  a  quick  child,  or  procure  any  such  woman  to 
take  any  medicine,  etc.,  or  employ  any  instrument  or  other 
means  with  intent  thereby  to  destroy  such  child,  unlesB  the 
same  shall  have  been  necessary  to  preserve  the  life  of  sueh 
mother,  shall,  in  case  the  death  of  such  child  or  such  mother 
be  thereby  produced,  be  deemed  guilty  of  manslaughter  in  the 
first  degree. 

§  2.  Every  person  who  shall  administer  to  any  pregnant 
woman,  or  prescribe  for  any  such  woman,  or  advise  or  pro- 
cure any  such  woman  to  take  any  medicine,  drug,  substanofl^ 
or  thing  whatever,  or  shall  use  or  employ  any  instruments  or 
other  means  whatever,  with  intent  thereby  to  procure  the  mis- 
carriage of  any  such  woman,  shall,  upon  conviction,  be  punished 
by  imprisonment  in  a  county  jail,  not  less  than  three  months 
nor  more  than  one  year. 

§  3.  Every  woman  who  shall  solicit  of  any  person  any  medi- 
cine, drug,  or  substance,  or  thing  whatever,  and  shall  take  the 
same,  or  shall  submit  to  any  operation,  or  other  means  whs^ 
ever,  with  intent  thereby  to  procure  a  miscarriage,  shall  ho 
deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  shaU,  upon  convictio% 
be  punished  by  imprisonment  in  the  county  jail,  not  less  than 
three  months  nor  more  than  one  year,  or  by  a  fine  not  exeeed- 
ing  one  thousand  dollars,  or  by  both  such  fine  and  imprisoih 
ment. 

§  4.  Any  woman  who  shall  endeavor  privately,  either  by 

*  Bevised  SUtates,  toL  U.  p.  661 ;  Senioii  Laws  of  188(^  p.  40L 
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Iierself  or  the 'procurement  of  others,  to  conceal  the  death  of 
any  JHBue  of  hor  body,  which,  if  born  alive,  would  by  law  be  a 
bastard,  whether  it  was  bom  dead  or  alive,  or  whether  it  was 
murdered  or  not,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemcaQor, 
and  shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  be  punished  by  impriaonmeat 

^s  county  jail  not  exceeding  one  year. 
g  5.  Any  woman  who  shall  bo  convicted  a  second  time  of 
}  offence  specified  in  the  fourth  section  of  this  act,  shall  be 
pnniahed  by  imprisonment  in  a  State  prison  for  a  term  not 
less  than  two  nor  more  than  five  years.* 

In  Massachusetts,  by  a  very  comprehensive  law,  passed 
January  31,  1845,  it  is  provided,  without  the  distinction  of 
quick  with  child,  that  the  offence,  by  whatsoever  means  pro- 
duced, shall,  if  the  woman  die,  be  deemed  a  felony,  punishable 
by  imprisoament  in  the  State  prison  not  more  than  twenty  nor 
less  than  five  years.  If  the  woman  doth  not  die,  it  is  a  mis- 
demeanor, punishable  by  imprisonment  not  exceeding  seven 
nor  lees  than  one  year  in  the  State  prison,  house  of  correc- 
tion, or  common  jail,  and  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  $2000. 

In  Ohio,  the  administering  any  drug  or  the  use  of  any 
instrument,  with  intent,  etc.,  is  punished  by  imprisonment  not 
more  than  one  year,  or  by  fine  not  exceeding  §500,  or  by  both. 
If  the  woman  be  pregnant  with  a  quick  child,  then,  in  case  of 
the  death  of  mother  or  child,  the  punishment  is  imprisonment 
in  the  penitentiary  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  seven 
years. 

In  Connecticut,  the  administration  of  any  noxious  substance, 
with  intent,  etc.,  the  woman  being  quick  with  child,  the  punish- 
ment is  imprisonment  in  liewgato  for  such  time  as  the  court 
shall  determine,  or  for  life. 

In  Missouri,  the  administration  of  poison,  with  intent,  etc., 
is  punished  by  imprisonment  for  a  term  not  exceeding  seven 
years,  and  a  fine  not  exceeding  $3000. 

In  Virginia,  any  free  person  who  ehall  administer  any  drag, 

>  Uwc  of  New  Tark.  1S45  aad  19t6.  It  would  seem  rroin  a  atstemeDt 
Mntaiticd  ID  Judge  Ltwis'  Crimmal  Lav  of  tbe  Uniteil  Stutoa.  page  12,  that 
th«  offence  of  wilirullj  caorang  aborlioD  (of  oourte  without  regard  lo  l}ie 
diattnetion  of  guiek  or  not  qtiick)  is,  DDlwithslaDding  tlie  repeal  of  the  tea- 
tioQ  In  Lbe  Benaed  Statutwi,  puniibable  at  aommon  l>v. 
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with  intent,  etc.,  and  shall  thereby  destroy  the  diHd,  or  po> 
dnce  abortion  or  miscarriage,  shall  be  confined  in  the  penitai* 
tiary  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  five  yean. 

In  all  these  cases  provision  is  made  for  exempting  fi«i 
punishment  any  physician  or  other  person,  where  the  ad  i 
done  in  good  faith,  with  intent  to  preserve  the  life  of  ddv 
mother  or  child. 

2.  LawB  against  the  murder  of  the  neuhbam  infwuL 

This  crime,  in  almost  all  civilized  countries,  is  capital  Sn> 
vious  to  the  fourth  century,  the  edicts  of  the  Roman  empenn 
against  it  were  partial  and  ineffectual ;  toward  the  latter  put 
of  that  century,  however,  it  was  completely  prohibited.  Ik 
following  is  the  article  relating  to  it  in  the  Cod.  Justi]L,& 
viii.  tit.  52,  de  infant,  ezpositis,  1,  2 :  ^^  Unusquisque  soiMloi 
suam  nutriat.  Quod  si  exponendam  putaverit,  animadrerBM 
quse  constituta  est,  subjacebit."* 

The  following  statement  of  the  laws  against  infanticide  tad 
abortion  in  the  middle  ages,  is  given  in  the  Cabinet  Cyck^efii 
of  Dr.  Lardner : — 

Among  the  Germanic  nations  of  the  middle  ages,  "dei& 
was  the  penalty  of  infanticide  generally,  even  at  the  time  rf 
birth;  or  if  the  judge  spared  the  midwife,  she  lost  herejtf." 
Among  the  Bavai*ians  there  was  a  singular  provision  agaiui 
abortion :  '^  the  pecuniary  mulct  was  not  only  to  be  pail 
annually  by  the  man  who  caused  the  abortion,  bat  annniilj 
by  his  descendants  to  the  seventh  generation ;  for,  as  the  chiU 
or  foetus  had  not  been  baptized,  and  as  its  doom  was,  conse- 
quently, everlasting  jGre,  no  ordinary  penalty  should  meet  saA 
a  crime. "t  Among  the  Lombards,  "in  the  twelfth  centuj, 
we  find  the  Lex  Pompeia  fully  in  force.;^  Infanticide  ms 
also  terribly  visited  on  the  wretched  mother,  who  was  buried 
alive,  and  a  stake  thrust  through  her  body.  Subsequently  ve 
find  some  changes  in  the  mode  of  punishment,  as  regarded 
both  parricide  and  infanticide;  sometimes  the  culprits  were 

*  Beckman's  History  of  IiiTeiitions,  toI.  It.  p.  437. 

f  Dunham's  Europe  in  the  Middle  Ages,  (Lardner,  No.  49,)  toL  iL  p.  1^ 

X  Cod.  Justin,  1,  9,  pr.  a.  ad.  Leg.  Pomp,  de  Par. 
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dragged  by  red-tot  forceps  to  the  place  of  execution;  bnt  the 
unnatural  motlier,  even  if  she  were  only  guilty  of  producing 
abortion,  was  often  sewed  in  a  sack  and  thrown  into  a  riter. 
In  Saxony,  even  at  a  late  period,  a  viper,  monkey,  and  dog 
were  sewed  in  the  same  sack;  and  at  a  later  period,  too,  in 
Siberia  and  Lusatia,  the  living  grave  and  stake  were  in  use."* 

The  Emperor  Charles  V.  condemned  the  mother  to  death 
only  in  cases  where  it  could  be  proved  that  the  child  had  been 
born  alive. f  The  Caroline  code,  {Coiistitutio  Carolina,)  in 
such  cases,  ordained  that  the  guilty  person  ahould  bo  tied  in  » 
bag  with  a  live  cock  and  a  cat,  and  thrown  into  a  river.J; 

In  1556,  Henry  11.  of  France  made  a  law  condemning  to 
death  every  woman  convicted  of  having  concealed  her  preg- 
nancy and  put  to  death  a  bastard  child.  This  law  prevailed 
nntil  the  year  1791, §  when  everything  relating  to  the  conceal- 
ment of  pregnancy  was  repealed,  and  death  declared  to  be  the 
punishment  of  the  murder  of  the  child. 

The  penal  code  of  the  French  enaplre  enacted  that  "every 
person  guilty  of  assassination,  parricide,  infanticide,  or  poison- 
ing, shall  suffer  death."  (Art.  302.) 

Other  articles  provide  against  tlic  exposure  and  abandon-  * 
in«nt  of  infants.  "Those  who  shall  expose  and  abandon  in  a 
solitary  place,  a  child  under  seven  years  of  age,  and  those  who 
may  order  it  to  be  exposed,  shall,  on  that  account  alone,  if 
such  order  be  executed,  be  imprisoned  for  a  term  not  less  than 
Bix  months,  and  not  more  than  two  years,  and  fined  from  six- 
teen to  two  hundred  francs."  (Art.  349.) 

And  "  if,  in  consequence  of  such  exposition  or  abandonment, 
the  child  shall  be  mutilated  or  crippled,  tho  act  shall  be  con- 
sidered and  punished  as  in  the  case  of  wounds  voluntarily 
inflicted;  and  if  the  consequence  be  death,  it  shall  be  con- 
Btderod  and  punished  aa  7nurder."  (Art.  351. )|| 

The  Austrian  law  provides  that  "exposing  a  living  infan^ 
1  order  to  abandon  it  to  danger  and  death,  or  to  leave  its 
chance,  whether  the  infant  so  exposed  suffers 


!•  Duabin,  toL  ii.  p.  146.  f  Foden<,  vol.  it.  p.  890. 

Pt  Male;  Be«ond  edition,  p.  271.  i  Foder^,  toI.  it.  p.  S6S. 

II  Ameriouu  Retiew,  toI.  ii,  p.  396. 
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death  or  not,  shall  be  punished  by  imprisonment  for  iraiks 
than  eight  nor  more  than  twelve  years;  to  be  increaaedinds 
circumstances  of  aggravation/** 

Although  the  Cfhinese  have  no  law  prohibiting  the  exfomt 
of  children,  jet  they  inflict  a  slight  punishment  for  the  luta 
murder  of  them.  The  following  is  the  law  on  that  Bohjeek: 
''If  a  father,  mother,  paternal  grandfather  or  gnrndmoAa', 
chastises  a  disobedient  child  in  a  severe  and  micostimiaijitti- 
ner,  so  that  he  or  she  dies,  the  party  so  offending  abll  k 
punished  with  one  hundred  blows/'f 

The  English  law  on  this  subject  has,  within  a  feir  jbhi^ 
been  materially  changed. 

According  to  9  George  IV.,  chap.  xxzL,  ^'  if  any  vomi 
shall  be  delivered  of  a  child,  and  shall  by  secret  bmyiDgar 
otherwise  disposing  of  the  dead  body  of  the  said  child,  enW 
vor  to  conceal  the  birth  thereof,  every  sach  offender  shiS  k 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  shall  be  liable  to  be  impriiOBeJ, 
with  or  without  hard  labor,  in  the  common  jail  or  kove  of 
correction,  for  any  term  not  exceeding  two  years;  anditakaD 
not  be  necessary  to  prove  whether  the  child  died  before,  i^  or 
after  its  birth,  provided  that  if  any  woman  tried  for  thenv- 
der  of  her  child  shall  be  acquitted  thereof,  it  shall  be  kvfiil 
for  the  jury  to  find,  in  case  it  shall  so  appear  in  evidence,  tht 
she  was  delivered  of  a  child,  and  that  she  did,  by  secret  bvij- 
ing  or  otherwise  disposing  of  the  dead  body  of  such  chiU,  o- 
deavor  to  conceal  the  birth  thereof,  and  thereupon  the  eonrt 
may  pass  such  sentence,  as  if  she  had  been  convicted  upon  a 
indictment  for  the  concealment  of  the  birth." 

In  Scotland,  '^if  a  woman  conceal  her  pregnancy  duing 
the  whole  period,  and  shall  not  call  for,  or  make  use  of  hdp 
or  assistance  in  the  birth,  and  if  the  child  shall  be  found  deed 
or  be  a  missing,  she  shall  be  subject  to  two  years'  imprisofr 
ment.**J 


*  Colquhoun,  p.  66. 

f  La  Tsing  Leu  Lee ;  being  the  AindsmenUl  laws,  and  a  selection  froa 
the  supplementary  statutes  of  the  penal  code  of  China,  bj  Sir  Oe«|« 
Staunton,  F.R.S.  (Quarterly  ReTiew,  vol.  iii.  pp.  812-18.) 

%  Alison's  Principles  of  the  Criminal  Law  of  Scotland,  p.  161. 
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In  the  State  of  New  York  we  have  no  particular  law  con- 
cerning this  crime,  and  as  the  Engli  sh  statutes  are  not  in  force, 
all  trials  for  infanticide  must  of  coarse  be  conducted  according 
to  the  common  law,  and  accessory  circumstances  can  only  be 
considered  as  proving  tlic  intent.* 

In  Matsachusetta,  according  to  the  Revised  Statutes, 
(Lewis,  Criminal  Law,  p.  203,}  the  concealment  by  a  woman 
of  any  issue  of  her  body,  which,  if  born  alivo,  would  he  a  bas- 
tard, BO  that  it  may  not  be  known  whether  such  issue  was  horn 
alive  or  not,  or  whether  it  was  not  murdered,  is  punishable  by 
fine  or  imprisonment. 

In  Vermont,  a  law  was  passed  in  1797,  punishing  with 
death  the  murder  or  concealment  of  a  bastard,  if  it  came  to  ita 
death  by  the  neglect,  violence,  or  procurement  of  the  mother. 
This  has  been  repealed,  and  in  the  revised  laws  of  that  State 
it  is  enacted  that  if  a  woman  be  privately  delivered  of  a  baa- 
tard,  and  it  be  found  dead,  and  if  there  be  presumptive  evi- 
dence of  neglect  or  violence  on  the  part  of  the  mother,  the 
pnoishment  shall  he  a  fine  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars, 
and  imprisonment  not  over  two  years;  one  or  both  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  court. f 

In  Connecticut,  the  law  determines  that  if  a  woman  con- 
ceal her  pregnancy,  and  be  delivered  secretly  of  a  bastard, 
she  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  more  than  one  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars,  or  imprisonment  not  over  three  months.  For 
OOnceatiDg  the  death  of  a  bastard,  so  that  it  may  not  be  known 
whether  it  was  born  alive  or  not,  or  whether  it  was  murdered 
or  not,  she  is  set  on  a  gallows  with  a  rope  about  her  neck  for 
one  hour,  and  imprisoned  for  not  more  than  one  year.f 

In  New  Jersey,  the  concealment  of  pregnancy  and  delivery 
in  secret  is  considered  o  misilemeanor,  and  punished  by  fine 
and  imprisonment.  Concealing  the  death  of  the  bastard  is 
alfiO  punished  by  fine  and  imprisonment.  § 

'  The  entctmenl  of  the  Engliah  Code  raluSve  lo  Ibe  concenlmDut  of  (ha 
dokih  of  BD  illegiUroulc  child  tu  for  (he  firet  time  introduced  unong  (ha 
l*ws  at  N«ir  York,  in  May,  1H45.  (See  ^f>.^  hVi.)  It  U  puDiahnbia  vith 
ImprUonmenl. 

t  U«a  of  Varmnat,  1808.  toI.  L  p.  MB.       %  Rarlsed  Luti,  1B21,  p.  152. 

I  Oigaai  of  the  Uira  of  New  Jem?,  1838,  pp.  224,  225. 
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In  New  Hampshire^  the  concealment  of  the  death  of  a  bas- 
tard child  is  made  a  crime,  and  the  punishment  directed  is 
imprisonment  for  not  more  than  two  years,  or  a  fine  not  ex- 
ceeding one  thousand  dollars.* 

In  Penn%ylvania^  by  the  act  passed  in  1781,  the  conceal- 
ment of  the  death  of  a  bastard  child  was  conclusive  evidence 
to  convict  the  mother.  And  all  accessories  shall  have  the 
same  punishment  as  the  principal.  By  the  act  of  5th  Aprils 
1790,  the  constrained  presumption  that  the  child,  whose  death 
is  concealed,  was,  therefore,  murdered  by  the  mother,  shall 
not  be  sufficient  evidence  to  convict  the  party  indicted,  with- 
out probable  presumptive  proof  is  given  that  the  child  was 
bom  alive;  and  that  of  the  22d  of  March,  1794,  declares 
'^  the  concealment  of  the  death  of  any  such  child  shall  not  be 
conclusive  evidence  to  convict  the  party  indicted  of  the  mur- 
der of  her  child,  unless  the  circumstances  attending  it  be  such 
as  shall  satisfy  the  minds  of  the  jury  that  she  did  willfully  and 
maliciously  destroy  and  take  away  the  life  of  such  child,  "f 

In  Rhode  Island^  the  law  is  very  similar  to  that  in  Penn- 
sylvania.;!; 

In  South  Carolina^  concealment  of  the  death  of  a  bastard 
child  is  presumptive,  but  not  conclusive,  evidence  of  murder. 
Acquittal  will  follow  if  it  is  shown  to  have  been  8till-bom.§ 

In  Delaware^  by  a  law  passed  in  1719,  the  concealment  of 
the  death  of  a  bastard  child  is  made  a  capital  offence,  except 
the  mother  can  make  proof  by  one  witness  at  least,  that  the 
child,  whose  death  was  by  her  so  intended  to  be  concealed, 
was  born  dead.  This,  however,  was  repealed,  and  I  cannot 
jGnd  at  present  any  statute  on  this  subject  in  the  code  of  thai 
State.  II 

In  Georgia  and  IlKnoiSj  the  concealment  of  the  death  of 
an  illegitimate  child  is  punished  with  imprisonment.^ 

*  Digest  of  the  Laws  of  New  Hampshire,  1830,  p.  149. 

f  Remarks  on  Infanticide,  by  R.  £.  Griffith,  M.D.,  Chapman's  Joimi], 
new  series,  toI.  it,  p.  260;  Laws  of  Pennsjlvania,  1803,  toL  t.  p.  6;  Addi- 
son's  Reports,  p.  1 ;  Pennsylvania  v.  Susannah  M'Kee. 

%  Laws  of  Rhode  Island,  1798,  p.  597.        {  Lewis'  Criminal  Law,  p.  iOft. 

II  Laws  of  Delaware,  1797,  toL  i.  p.  67;  toL  iL  p.  670. 

f  Digest  of  the  Laws  of  Georgia,  1822,  p.  849;  Rorised  Law*  of  Wntk, 
1888,  p.  177. 
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In  Michigan,  tlie  laws  as  to  the  concealment  of  pregnancy, 
the  d«liTerj  of  the  bastard  child,  and  its  death,  are  the  same 
as  those  in  New  Jersey.* 

3,  Foundling  Hosjiitah. 

Foundliog  hoapttalg,  by  providing  for  the  support  of  ille- 
gitimate children,  are  generally  considered  as  a  great  means 
of  preventing  child-murder.  The  object  of  these  institutions 
is  no  doubt  commendable,  but  it  is  certain  that  they  are  not 
productive  of  that  decided  utility  which  is  usually  attributed 
to  them.  It  is  not  to  be  denied  that  some  good  results  from 
them,  but  it  is  by  no  rnonns  commensurate  with  the  abuses  to 
which  they  give  rise.  That  they  encourage  illicit  commerce 
between  the  sexes,  discountenance  marriage,  increase  the  num- 
ber of  illegitimate  children,  and  consequently  the  number  of 
exposures,  are  facts  confirmed  by  the  history  of  almost  every 
foundling  hospital  that  has  been  established.  Mr.  Malthus 
states  facts  of  this  kind  with  regard  to  the  foundling  hospital 
in  St.  Puteraburg,  Russia,  "To  have  a  child,"  Bays  he,  "was 
considered  as  one  of  the  most  trifling  faults  a  girl  could  com- 
mit. An  English  merchant  at  St.  Petersburg  told  me  that  a 
BuBsian  girl  living  in  his  family,  ander  a  mistress  who  was 
considered  as  very  strict,  had  sent  six  children  to  the  found- 
ling hoBpital  without  the  loss  of  her  place,  "f  It  is  not  neces- 
sary to  enter  into  a  labored  course  of  reasoning,  to  prove  that 
the  efl'ects  of  these  establishments  are  decidedly  injurious  to 
the  moral  character  of  a  people.  It  is  a  position  sufGciently 
self-evident,  and  as  Malthus  justly  remarks,  "an  occasional 
ohUd<murder,  from  false  shame,  is  saved  at  a  very  high  price, 
if  it  can  only  be  done  by  the  sacrifice  of  some  of  the  best  and 
most  useful  feelings  of  the  human  heart  in  a  great  part  of  the 
nation.  "J 

In  the  language  of  the  Edinburgh  Review,  "  such  an  eat&- 

*  Iawi  of  Miahigan,  1820,  p.  194, 

t  UaltliuB  OQ  PopuUtioD,  toL  i.  pp.  3GS,  SQO. 

j  Mklibiu  on  Population,  p.  370.  For  fuithor  illustrntiona  of  this  fad, 
Me  k  huinrj  of  the  preaeot  ooudiUoo  of  poblio  charily  in  Fraace,  b;  David 
JohnUoD,  M.D.,  pp.  820,  831. 
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blishment  (a  foundling  hospital)  may  safely  be  termed  a  great 
public  nuisance,  leading  to  unchaste  life  and  to  child-murder, 
beyond  any  other  invention  of  the  perverted  wit  of  man ;  for, 
unless  it  can  receive  the  fruit  of  everv  illicit  connection,  which 
is  impossible,  it  must  needs  encourage  many  to  enter  into  such 
an  intercourse,  without  giving  them  the  means  of  providing 
against  its  consequences.*'* 

There  is,  however,  another  objection  to  foundling  hospitals. 
The  history  of  such  establishments  proves  that  they  utterly 
fail  of  accomplishing  their  object,  which  is  the  preservation  of 
the  lives  of  children.  The  records  of  those  which  have  been 
kept  with  the  greatest  care  exhibit  the  most  astonishing  mor- 
tality. 

In  Paris,  in  the  year  1790,  more  than  28,000,  and  in  1800, 
about  62,000  children  were  brought  in,  and  it  is  estimated 
that  eleven-thirteenths  of  all  the  foundlings  perish  annually 
through  hunger  and  neglect.t  Of  100  foundlings  in  the 
Foundling  Hospital  at  Vienna,  54  died  in  the  year  1789.  In 
a  recent  description  of  this  institution,  it  is  stated  that  *'  all 
attempts  to  rear  the  children  in  the  hospital  itself  had  failed. 
In  the  most  favorable  years,  only  30  children  out  of  the  100 
lived  to  the  age  of  twelve  months.  In  common  years,  20  out 
of  the  100  reached  that  age,  and  in  bad  years  not  even  10. 
In  1810,  2583  out  of  2789  died.  In  1811,  2519  out  of  2847 
died. 

"  In  the  CJiaritS  of  Berlin^  where  some  enjoyed  the  advan- 
tage of  being  born  in  the  house,  and  of  being  suckled  by  their 
mothers  six  weeks,  scarcely  a  fourth  part  survived  one  month." 

^*  Every  child  born  in  the  Hotel-Dieu  of  Paris  was  seised 
with  a  kind  of  malignant  aphthae,  called  le  muguety  and  not 
one  survived  who  remained  in  the  house." 

"  At  Grenoble^  of  every  100  received,  25  died  the  first  year; 
at  LyonB^  36;  at  Rochelle^  50;  at  Munich^  57;  and  at  JUbnt- 
ptlier  even,  60.  At  Casselj  only  10  out  of  741  lived  14  yean. 
In  JRouen^  1  in  27  reached  manhood,  but  half  of  these  in  80 
miserable  a  state,  that  of  108,  only  two  could  be  added  to  the 

*  Edinburgh  ReTiew,  toL  xxxTiii.  p.  440. 

f  Beckman'a  Historj  of  InTentions,  toLIt.  pp.  456»  457. 
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aseftil  popnlation.  In  ViertTia,  notrntlistandliig  the  princely 
iDcome  of  the  hospital,  scarcely  1  la  19  is  preserred.  In 
Petersburg,  under  the  most  admirable  management  and  vigi- 
lant attention  of  the  Empress  Dowager,  1200  die  annually  ont 
of  3650  received.  In  Moscow,  with  every  posaihle  advantage, 
out  of  37,607  admitted  in  the  course  of  20  years,  only  1020 
were  sent  out."* 

The  Foundling  Hospital  of  London  exhibits  rather  a  more 
favorable  picture.  The  average  of  those  who  died  there  under 
twelve  months,  in  ten  years,  was  only  one  in  six,  and  for  the 
last  four  or  five,  even  less  in  proportion. f 

The  general  fact  is,  however,  sufficiently  evident  that  the 
lives  of  multitudes  of  children  are  sacrificed  in  these  hospitals. 
The  causes,  too,  are  evident;  the  want  of  nurses,  or  the  mia- 
loanagGmcnt  and  cruelty  of  those  that  are  employed,  the  deli- 
cacy of  the  infant,  the  want  of  its  mother's  nonrishraent,  the 
TJtiation  of  the  air,  and  the  contagious  diseases  to  which  chil- 
dren are  more  peculiarly  exposed. 

Bui  do  foundling  hospitals  diminish  the  number  of  infanti- 
cides ?  We  have  no  evidence  of  such  a  result  flowing  from 
them.  From  the  deleterious  influence  which  they  have  upon 
the  moral  feelings  of  the  female  sex,  we  cannot  believe  it  is 
the  case.  And  it  is  accordingly  stated,  that  after  the  found- 
ling institution  of  Casacl  was  est  ab  lis  bed,  J  not  a  year  elapsed 
without  some  children  being  found  murdered  in  that  place  or 
its  vicinity.  § 


*  Edinbutgli  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  Tol.  i.  pp.  821,  32:2. 
f  Bighmore'R  Hialor;  of  the  Public  Ch&ritUa  Id  adA  neitr  London,  p.  727; 
RMS'  Cyclopedia,  art.  Hoipilal. 
{  Beckmnn,  toI.  it.  p.  466. 

I  la  relation  to  the  geoeral  effects  of  roundling  LoBpitnls,  a  most  impoit- 
I  work  bM  rccenil;  been  announced,  ot  whtcb  onl;  Ibe  prospectui  hu 
kappcand ;  the  following  notice  of  -which  I  take  from  SilliiatLn's  Joomtl 
W  and  the  .\rts.  In  collecting  matertnU  for  hia  work,  the  author, 
E  Da  GouroS'.  Eecior  ot  the  UniTersitj  of  St.  Petersburg,  Counaelor  of 
t,tU..i  haa  IniTeled  OTer  the  gre&ler  part  of  Europe.  According  to 
k  aatbor,  U  U  chieSy  in  Catholic  coualriee  iliat  foutidliDg  boipitala  are 
"Aiiiiria  lia«  miu>7  tuch  institutions;  Spain  feckopi  67;  Tusoanj, 
\  Bel^nni,  18;  but  France,  in  this  rO!p«cl,  ciccis  other  countries — ahe 
a  les»  thitn  S42.     Protestant  couotriss,  on  Ike  eaaauj,  hsTe  eap- 
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pressed  the  greater  part  of  those  which  had  been  specially  founded  for  tUt 
purpose.*' 

To  form  an  idea  of  the  adrantage  of  the  Protestant  system  oyer  that  of 
Catholic  countries,  the  author  states  that  "  in  London,  the  population  of 
which  amounts  to  1,250,0(X),  there  were,  in  the  five  years  from  1819  to 
1828,  only  151  children  exposed;  and  that  ihe  number  of  ill^timate  chil- 
dren receiyed  in  the  forty-four  workhouses  of  that  city,  of  which  he  Tisited 
a  large  number  in  1825,  amounted,  during  the  same  period,  to  4G68,  or  933 
per  annum ;  and  that  about  one-fifth  of  these  are  supported  at  the  ex]>enfle 
of  their  fathers.  By  a  striking  contrast,  Paris,  which  has  bat  two-thirds  of 
the  population  of  London,  enumerated  in  the  same  five  years,  25,277  en&ns 
trouTes,  all  supported  at  the  expense  of  the  State.'* 

To  ascertain  the  contagious  influence  of  these  houses  on  the  abandonment 
of  new-bom  children,  Mayence  had  no  establishment  of  this  kind,  and 
from  1799  to  ISII,  there  were  exposed  there  thirty  children.  Napoleon, 
who  imagined  that  in  multiplying  foundling  hospitals,  he  would  mnltip^y 
soldiers  and  sailors,  opened  one  in  that  town  on  the  scTenth  of  yoTember, 
1811,  which  remained  until  March,  1815,  when  it  was  suppressed  by  the 
Grand  Duke  of  Hesse-Darmstadt.  During  this  period  of  three  years  and 
four  months,  the  house  receiTcd  51 G  foundlings.  Once  suppressed,  as  the 
habit  of  exposure  had  not  become  rooted  in  the  people,  order  was  again 
restored ;  and  in  the  nine  succeeding  years,  but  scren  children  were  ex- 
posed. (American  Journal  of  Science  and  the  Arts,  toL  xtU.  p.  393.) 


Liit  of  British  and  American  Cases  and  Trials  for 

Infanticide. 

1.  Tri7/iam  Pursy  and  Mary  Codd,  tried  at  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  1808,  fat 
feloniously  administering  a  certain  noxious  and  destructiTe  substance  to 
Ann  Cheney f  with  intent  to  produce  miscarriage.  In  this  case,  the  abortion 
was  perfected,  not  by  the  medicine,  but  by  the  subsequent  introduction  of 
an  instrument  into  the  uterus.  (1) 

2.  CharleM  AnguM,  indicted  and  tried  at  Lancaster,  1808,  for  the  mnrdv 
of  Margaret  Bums,  of  LiTerpool.  In  this  case,  the  prisoner  was  chaifsd 
with  endeaToring  to  procure  an  abortion,  by  means  of  an  instrument,  sad 
also  by  the  administration  of  drugs,  which  terminated  in  the  death  of  the 
female.  This  is  a  most  important  and  interesting  case,  well  worthy  of  becog 
Btndied.  (2) 


(1)  BdinboTfli  Mfdical  mnd  Sor^cal  JonnuL  toL  tL  p.  244. 

(2)  See  AuniiAl  Medical  Regirter  fur  ISOS.  rol.  I.  p.  143.  Edinburgh  Mcdkal  sad  Smi^kt^ 
JoanMl,  tdL  t.  p.  ±30.  A  njodication  of  the  opini'^iu  delircrvd  in  erideiicv  by  the  Btdtori 
wltaaMu  for  the  crown,  iin  a  late  trial  at  lancaf tor.  (or  mimlerr  p.  $8L  An  able  pBBphM 
wrttteabj  John  Ratter.  MJ).,  of  LiTerpoi>L  Paris  A  Fonblanqne. toL iL p.  176k  AteUi 
of  tUi  cii»  ii  alw  gtvn  1^  my  bncber,  in  the  chapter  oa  Mivery,  ia  thfa 


INFANTIOIDB.  689 

5.  Tbe  oue  of  Fhill^,  tried  in  Janasry,  1811,  for  attempting  to  proenre 
mbortion  in  Hannah  Mary  Ooldtntilh,  bj  giving  BBvine.  (8) 

4.  The  cue  of  Robin  Callint.  tried  aX  Chelmaford  HBsiieB,  1820,  for  ad- 
ministering  alcel  fiUngi  and  peaoTrojal  trihter,  with  the  intent  to  produoe 
sbortioQ.  (4) 

6.  The  cue  of  Margaret  Tinckler,  iadiotoil  aX  Durhnm.  !n  ITBl,  far  th« 
murder  of  Janil  Parkiruon,  bj  h&riQg  ioaerted  wooden  akewera  into  the 
nt«rus,  for  tlie  purpoae  of  producing  sborlion.  (5) 

5.  8arah  Hill,  for  infuitioide.  (6) 

7.  Mary  Eatlwood,  for  infuitioide.  (T) 

8.  Caae  in  Scotland,  for  infanticide.  (8) 

9.  Sarah  Little,  for  infanticide,  reported  by  P.  J.  Martin,  turgeoo.  (D) 

10.  liKut  and  ElUot,  infantiaide.  (10) 

11.  MargartI  PaUernn.  A  oase  of  iafaaticide,  examined  and  reported  bj 
D«rid  8oo(t,  M.D.,  of  Capar-Flfe,  Scotluid,  Hooompanied  with  remarks  bj 
Profoaaor  Cbrigtiaa,  of  Edinburgh.  Tliia  ia  a  higbly  intorcBtiDg  cage,  and 
altogether  the  beat  reported  ona  in  the  Englieh  language.  (11) 

12.  Case  of  alleged  infantioido  at  Aberdeen,  1B04.  The  child  di«d  from 
inabililj  on  the  port  of  the  mother  lo  aid  it  after  birth.   (12) 

18.  Caee  of  infanticide  at  AfleBbury,  in  ICiiS,  The  vomaa  murdered 
bar  child  In  n  Btnie  of  temparnr;  iaoanity,  and  was  acquitted  on  Ibtt 
groond.  (13) 

14.  Mary  Baker,  tar  infanticide,  reported  fay  Dr,  Bobinaon,  of  Bridgport, 
England.  (14) 

IG.  Case  of  infantiaide,  reported  b/  W.  CbamberlBine,  surgeon  in  Lon- 
don. (15) 

16.  Case  of  infanticida,  reported  by  Mr.  P.  H.  Ramabotham.  (16) 

IT.  A  woman  indicted  and  tried  for  inft-nticiJe,  at  the  Susaei  auiie*, 
England.  1825.  (IT) 

18.  Eliia  Maria  Jona,  for  infanticide.     Reported  by  Prof.  Amos.  (18) 

15.  A  oaee  ia  I<ODdon,  of  infBatiaide.  (10) 

(>J  flit  Ul  FuDbltnqUH,  Tol.  Ul,  f.  SB. 

(4}  IbM,  tdL  ul  p.  SS. 

if,)  Pull  ud  Fuublinqae.  tuI.  UJ.  p.  'i.    PrlndiilH  of  Fur»nlc  UtdldDO,  \>3  J.  Oordoa 


(U)  WlBbnrsb  Molkia  ud  Bnrtlakl  Jtwrnil,  nU  ii 
(M}  riwttiuidriiaUuq»,T<il.lU.|KiaS,Uk«ittiilDfiiin 
tlMlwid. 

and  rimbUBqai,  toL  UL  p.  13S. 

n  Hidlal  B<pudtoi7.  rol.  nil  p.  3«. 

ig  Uadlcsl  and  Ph/itB*]  Juuind,  tdI.  tU.  p.  2S: 

n  Mtdlal  RifwlbH?,  rgl.  uL  p.  Hi.    tiodii 

,  tnL  It.  p  W3. 

«■>•  M-]1«>C)i)rBrglnl  K«tIiw,  tut.  Ii.p.  330. 
fe  laDdoa  Unlinl  OovIM,  *i^  I.  p.  ITS, 

i^nLli.p.3a>. 
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20.  8u$anna  FawelL  Trial  for  inflkniieide  at  SohfliMetady,  8UU  of  Stt 
Tork,  in  1810.  (20) 

21.  A  trial  for  inlkntioido,  Ootober,  1881,  in  Jefferson  Coimtj,  Okio,  befai 
the  fupreme  oourt.    Reported  by  John  Andrews,  M.D.  (21) 

22.  Trial  of  Hannah  Sail,  for  murdering  her  illegitimate  child,  ia  (li 
Connty  of  Chester,  Penn.,  in  1833.    Reported  by  Isaac  Thomas,  ILD.  (22) 

23.  Report  of  a  trial  for  infanticide,  with  remarks.  By  Chirin  L 
Lee,  M.D.,  of  New  Tork.  (23) 

24.  Report  of  a  trial  for  murder,  by  the  administration  of  oil  of  nrai^ 
for  the  purpose  of  procuring  abortion.  By  Cluurlea  A.  Lee,  M.D.,  tf  Set 
Tork.  (24) 


(20)  Report  of  the  trial  of  Somuiius  a  colored  woman,  before  the  Hon.  Ambraee  8peMer,k|. 
at  a  oovrt  of  ojer  and  terminer,  held  at  Schenectady,  twenty-third  October,  1810^  on  t  dap 
at  haTing  murdered  her  infiuit  bastard  male  child.    By  Henry  W.  Warner,  1810. 

(21)  American  Jonmal  of  Medical  Sdencee,  toI.  ix.  p.  2&7. 

(22)  Ibid.,  Tol.  xiiL  p.  605. 

(23)  Ibid,  ToL  rrii.  p.  327. 
(S4)Ibid.,ToLxxLp.M5. 
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LEQITIMACT. 

f  Um  ordinary  terra  of  gestation — xliethcr  unifonn  or  not.  Causes 
t  may  produoe  mistukoa  in  Itie  reckoning  of  feniiilaB,  Tariatioa  ob- 
rred  among  animals  in  llie  term  of  gesCatioQ.  Causes  which  it  is  sup- 
i  may  iwj  it  la  the  human  species — phjsiologioal  eiplsaaiions  of 
tliia.  2.  Freoiiktute  delirerj.  nithiti  what  period  a  mature  child  should 
be  deemed  legitimate.  3.  Protraoled  detirerj.  Remarkable  oases  of  it 
In  Ancient  Rome,  Qermany,  Praoce,  and  England.  Qardoer  Peerags 
Cue  I  Opinions  of  diatingiiisbed  aoeoucheurs  on  this  subjecL  Cases. 
4.  L*w>  of  various  countries  on  the  subject  of  legitimacy — Roman— 
Anoient — French  —  Frussiaii  —  Modern  Freoch  and  Seolcb  kws.  Ded' 
rioDi  under  these.  Want  of  posiliTe  law  in  England  and  America.  £ng- 
Ilafa  eases.  Bemarks  on  this  subject.  5.  Questions  relating  lo  paternity 
fend  filiation.  Paternity  of  children  where  the  widow  marries  immedialely 
Bll«r  tba  death  of  ber  husband.  Casoi  in  tbe  Roman,  English,  and  Ame- 
^^^i^oan  courts,  English  law  on  this  subject,  SlmlUIude  and  oolor  as  eii- 
^^^Utooe  of  paternity.     Cases, 

^*  The  subject  of  legitimacy  will  be  considered  under  the  fol- 
lowing beads ; — 

1.  Of  the  ordinary  term  of  gestation. 

12.  Of  premature  delivery. 
8.  Of  protracted  delivery, 
A.  Of  the  laws  on  the  above  subjoota.     And 
(.  Of  some  questions  relating  to  paternity  and  Gliation. 
I.   Of  the  ordinary  term  of  gestation. 

By  the  common  consent  of  mankind,  the  ordinary  term  of 
gestation  is  considored  to  be  ten  lunar  months,  or  forty  weeks, 
equal  to  nine  calendar  months  and  a  week.*     This  period  haa 

*  tl  is  Tery  important  to  recollect  the  distinction  between  lunar  and  ealen- 
4«-  BDDlbs.     Some  of  iho  diTeraitj  of  etniament  that  exists,  has  originated 
o  this.     Nine  calendar  inoaths  may  be  from  278  to  276 
ptj  (en  lonaj-  months  are  280  days. 

(591) 


592  LBeimcAOT. 

been  adopted,  because  general  observation,  in  eases  litiA 
allowed  of  accurate  observation,  Has  proved  its  correctnen.* 
It  is  not,  however,  denied  that  differences  of  one  or  two  we^ 
have  occurred.  Dr.  William  Hunter,  in  answer  to  a  qaestion 
put  to  him  on  the  subject,  replied  that  ^Hhe  usual  period  ii 
nine  calendar  months,  (thirty-nine  weeks,)  bat  there  is  IC7 
commonly  a  difference  of  one,  two,  or  three  weeks,  "f 

It  is  important  to  consider  on  what  facts  the  calculations  of 
females  and  their  medical  attendants  are  founded.  I  appl^ 
bend  that  these  have  not  been  sufficiently  considered  in  dK 
discussions  on  this  subject. 

Dr.  Lyall,  in  his  publication  on  the  Grardner  Peerage  Omc^ 
mentions  four  circumstances,  either  one  or  more  of  which  hsre 
influence  in  the  reckoning  of  almost  every  case.  They  are, 
1.  Certain  peculiar  sensations  experienced  by  some  femalM  tt 
the  time  of  conception,  or  within  a  few  hours,  or  a  day  or  two 
after  the  fruitful  coitus.  2.  The  cessation  of  the  cstameiiB. 
8.  The  period  of  quickening.  4.  A  single  coitus.  If  we  re- 
view these,  we  shall  find  a  certain  degree  of  uncertainty  to 
attach  to  each.  There  are  some  females  who  are  not  conseim 
of  ever  experiencing  the  first — the  last  is  not  usually  appE- 
cable  to  married  females — while  the  period  of  quickening,  as 
we  have  shown  in  a  previous  chapter,  varies  sufficiently  to 
render  it  perfectly  nugatory  in  a  calculation  like  the  present^ 

*  Take  the  foUowing  case  by  Dr.  Montgomery,  as  an  example:  ''Alidy 
who  had  been  for  some  time  under  our  oare  in  oonsequenoe  of  irritable 
uterus,  went  to  the  sea-side  at  Wexford,  in  the  month  of  June,  1831,  leafii| 
her  husband  in  Dublin,  a  temporary  separation  being  considered  weaHiil 
to  the  recovery  of  her  health.  They  did  not  meet  until  the  tenth  of  KoTtn- 
ber,  on  which  day  he  went  to  see  her ;  and  being  engaged  in  a  public  office, 
ho  returned  to  town  the  next  day.  The  result  of  this  yisit  was  concepdoa; 
before  the  end  of  the  month,  she  began  to  experience  some  of  the  symp- 
toms of  pregnancy ;  and  when  she  came  to  town  on  the  twenty-eecond  of 
February,  she  was  large  with  child,  and  had  quickened  on  the  twenty-untk 
of  January.  Her  last  menstruation  had  occurred  on  the  eighteentk  cf 
October."  She  went  on  well  through  her  pregnancy,  and  was  deUTcredoi 
the  seyeutcenth  of  August,  making  exactly  280  days  from  the  time  of  con- 
ception. The  quickening  in  this  case  was  Tery  early,  being  befwe  tlie 
completion  of  the  twelfth  week.  (Cyclopedia  of  Practical  Medicine,  toL  ir. 
p.  87,  art.  Succession  of  Inhentanee.) 

t  HargraTe  and  Butler's  Note  190*  to  Section  188  of  Coke  upon  littkus. 

%  It  has  been  suggested  that  the  period  of  quickening  is  uniform  in  tie 
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There  remains  only  the  cessation  of  the  oatamenia,  and  this  is 
the  point  from  which  most  females  date  their  conception.  The 
time  generally  taken,  is  the  middle  period  between  the  last 
appearance  of  the  menses,  and  that  in  which  they  would  haye 
recnrred  if  pregnancy  had  not  supervened.  Some,  however, 
calculate  from  the  first  week  after  the  cessation. 

But  even  this  is  liable  to  doubt  and  to  mistake.  We  have 
mentioned  that  some  females  have  bloody  discharges  during 
the  early  months  of  pregnancy,  and  although  medical  men 
may  consider  these  as  altogether  distinct  from  the  product  of 
menstruation,  yet  the  female  makes  no  such  discrimination. 
This,  however,  if  ending  in  the  birth  of  a  child  at  the  usual 
period,  might  lead  to  the  belief  of  its  being  premature;  but,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  menses  may  have  been  suppressed  for  one 
or  two  months  previous  to  conception  taking  place,  and  here 
an  opportunity  is  given  for  adducing  an  instance  of  protracted 
gestation. 

In  connection  with  this,  the  variety  that  exists  as  to  the 
return  of  the  period  of  menstruation,  may  lead  into  error. 
Some  of  the  older  writers  held  that  the  menstrual  discharge 
returned  every  twenty-eight  days,  or,  in  other  words,  that 
there  was  this  time  between  the  end  of  one  period  and  the  be- 
ginning of  another.  This  is  now  very  generally  believed  an 
error,  the  truth  being  that  these  twenty-eight  days  are  from 
the  commencement  of  one  period  to  the  commencement  of 
another. 

But  even  if  this  be  granted,  it  is  far  from  invariable.  Dr. 
Davis  observes,  that  many  women  menstruate  at  intervals  of 
from  twenty-four  to  twenty  days,  and  some  twice  a  month.* 
Blundell  speaks  of  periods  of  three  and  five  months.  Mr* 
Boberton,  in  one  hundred  cases,  found  sixty-one  who  men- 
struated monthly,  twenty-eight  in  three  weeks,  ten  at  very 
irregular  intervals,  and  one  healthy  woman  who  had  it  twice  a 
month.f     Gall  speaks  of  intervals  of  twenty-one,  twenty-five, 


same  female,  and  that  by  consequence  some  data  might  thus  be  obtained  for 
settling  the  contested  point ;  but  even  this  is  found  to  be  incorrect.  (See 
page  278.) 

*  Obstetric  Medicine,  p.  252. 

f  Edinburgh  Med.  and  8nrg.  Journal,  toL  zxxriii.  p.  622. 
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and  twenty-six  days."*"  Yelpean  of  twenty-two^  twentj, 
eighteen,  and  even  fifteen.  He  knew  one  woman  who  wm 
never  free  more  than  twelve  days.t  Br.  Hamilton  says  tkt 
the  average  interval  is  twenty-three  days.  Mr.  Oldfield,  ao^ 
geon  of  the  late  Niger  Expedition,  says  that  the  women  aloig 
the  banks  of  the  Niger  have  the  menses  everj  three  we^ 
from  seventeen  to  twenty-one  days4  On  the  other  band, 
Yelpean  speaks  of  women  regular  every  thirty-three,  thirtir^ 
five,  or  even  every  forty  days. 

We  have  thus  shown  the  difficulties  attending  a  precise  al- 
culation,  and  explained  why  mistakes  of  two,  and  even  thne 
weeks  may  sometimes  occur  without  affecting  the  leading 
question  of  a  regular  term  of  gestation.  If,  in  connecdoi 
with  this,  we  take  the  general  sense  of  the  individuals  who  m 
the  subjects  of  investigation,  and  that  of  at  least  a  fur  pn^ 
portion  of  the  intelligent  and  scientific  members  of  the  pnh 
fession  particularly  conversant  in  midwifery,  we  shall  find  that 
the  prevailing  opinion  in  nearly  all  countries  is  in  favor  of  the 
above-mentioned  regular  period.  [This  is  by  no  means  the 
case  at  present.  The  number  of  accoucheurs  who  would  adopt 
in  all  its  strictness  the  opinion  that  ^^  labor  always  occurs  at 
two  hundred  and  eighty  days  after  conception,  where  nothing 
has  occurred  to  produce  a  premature  expulsion  of  the  foetus," 
is  exceedingly  small. — C.  R.  G.] 

There  are  many  physiologists  who  doubt  this  uniformity, 
and  advance  various  arguments  against  it. 

The  first,  and,  in  my  view,  the  most  important,  is  drawn 
from  the  variety  observed  in  the  gestation  of  animals.  The 
ancients,  it  appears,  were  aware  of  this,  and  noticed  it  in  their 
writings.  But  the  individual  who  has  paid  the  greatest  atten- 
tion to  it  is  M.  Tessier.  In  a  memoir  presented  to  the  Na- 
tional Institute,  he  states  that  he  has  been  forty  years  occu- 
pied with  it,  and  kept  a  register  of  the  facts.  Out  of  160 
cows,  fourteen  calved  from  eight  months  to  eight  months  and 
twenty-six  days,  three  at  270  days,  fifty  from    270  to  280 


*  £lliot8on*8  Blamenbaoh,  p.  465. 

t  Velpeau,  Midwifery,  p.  87. 

X  London  Med.  and  Smg.  Jowaal,  vdL  viiL  p.  406. 
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days,  sbty-eiglit  Trom  280  to  290  days,  twenty  at  300,  and 
five  at  308  days;  the  extremce  wore  thus  67  days.  Of  102 
mares  observed,  three  foaled  on  the  311th  day,  one  on  the 
314lh,  one  on  the  325th,  one  on  the  32Gch,  one  on  the  330th, 
forty-seven  from  340  to  350  days,  twenty-five  from  350  to 
360,  twenty-one  from  360  to  377,  and  one  on  the  394th  day; 
the  extremes  being  83  days.  With  sows,  the  extremes  were 
15  days,  and  with  rabbits,  (139  observed,)  7  days,  varying 
from  26  to  33  days.* 

Earl  Spencer  made  this  the  snbject  of  observation  for  a 
number  of  years,  and,  in  1839,  communicated  to  the  English 
Agricultural  Society  the  result.  Out  of  764  cases,  three  hun- 
dred and  fourteen  calved  before  the  2S4th  day,  and  three  hun- 
dred and  ten  after  the  285th.  At  284  days,  sixty-six  calved, 
and  at  285,  seventy-four  calved.  Earl  Spencer,  therefore, 
supposes  that  the  probable  period  of  gestation  should  be  con- 
ndered  284  or  285  days,  and  not  270,  as  is  stated  in  soma 
[orks  of  authority  on  husbandry.  The  following  is  a  con- 
ed view  of  his  tables : — 


^ork 


At2S0da7i... 


1 

■  22ad»rfc 1 

•  2SS  to2S8dft7g 4 

•  342  to  250    "    7 

■  a62to2&9    "    12 


At286dft7a... 


'   294to299d»y» 3* 


It  thus  appears  "  that  the  shorteat  period  of  gestation,  when 
a  live  calf  was  produced,  was  220  days,  and  the  longest,  313 
days;  but  I  have  not  been  able,"  he  observes,  "to  rear  any 
calf  produced  at  an  earlier  period  than  242  days.    Any  calf 

*  Repertory  of  Arts,  Snt  seriea.  toI.  lii.  p.  140.  XhU  eanti^ng  a  tntm- 
Iktlati  of  Tsaiier'i  memoir.  My  former  quoUtiam  were  ottogetlier  iocor- 
recC.  bftting  been  copied  from  Cooper's  tra«M. 
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prodaoed  at  an  earlier  period  than  260  days  most  be  ooa- 
aidered  decidedly  premature,  and  any  period  of  geetalkm  ex- 
ceeding  800  days  most  also  be  considered  irregalar;  but  ia 
the  latter  case  tike  health  of  the  product  k  not  affected." 

^'  There  is  a  prevalent  belief  among  farming  men,  ani|  I 
beUeve,  farmers,  that  when  the  time  of  gestation  of  a  eowa 
longer  than  usual,  the  produce  is  generally  s  male  cal£  I 
confess  that  I  did  not  believe  this  to  be  the  case,  but  tUs 
table  shows  that  there  is  some  foundation  for  the  opinioa.  Ii 
order  fairly  to  try  this,  the  cows  which  called  before  tte 
260th  day,  and  those  which  calved  after  the  800th,  ou|^  i» 
be  omitted  as  being  anomalous  cases,  as  well  as  the  cases  ii 
which  twins  were  produced,  and  it  will  then  appear  that,  horn 
the  cows  whose  period  of  gestation  did  not  ezoeed  286  daji, 
the  number  of  cow  calves  produced  was  288,  and  the  numhr 
of  bull  calves,  234 ;  while  from  those  whose  period  exceeded 
286  days,  the  number  of  cow  calves  was  only  90,  while  tk 
number  of  bull  calves  was  152." 

The  twins  were  as  follows : — 

Twin  oow  caWes » 7 

Twin  buU  oalTes  ^ 5 

Twin  cow  and  buU  oalyes 11 

28 

Total  product : — 

Breeding  heifers ^ 854 

Bull  caWea 422 

Heifers,  twins  with  bolls,  (Freemartins) 11 

787* 

Mr.  C.  N.  Bement,  of  Albany,  has  given,  in  the  July  (1845) 
number  of  the  "  Cultivator,"  the  results  of  his  observations 
on  sixty-two  cows.  On  an  average,  the  male  calves  were  ea^ 
ried  288  days,  the  female,  282.  The  shortest  period  was  213 
days,  the  longest,  386.  Of  the  former,  (213  days^)  he  ex- 
presses doubt,  as  in  no  other  instance  was  the  period  less  tl»an 
260  days.  Abstracting  this  case,  the  difference  was  76  days. 
In  Earl  Spencer's  cases  it  was  93. 

*  Journal  of  the  Royal  AgrlouUural  Sooiety,  1889,  toL  L  put  2,  ^Itf- 
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These  facta  certainly  show  that  the  period  of  gestation  ia 
regular  among  anicaals,  and  they  furnish  a  strong  argument 
I  analogy  against  its  uniformity  in  the  human  race.     It 
lat,  however,  be  recollected,  that  even  if  perfectly  eata- 
jehed,  it  ia  only  a  favorable,  and  not  a  decisive  proof. 
But  there  are  causes  assigned,  by  which  it  ia  alleged  that 
ordinary  term  of  gestation  may  be  varied. 
-  Changes  in  the  constitution  of  the  atmotphere.     These,  it  is 
ipposed,  sometimes  exert  an  important  cficct  on  the  uterus. 
Ihe  authority  of  Hippocrates  is  cited,  affirming  that  a  warm 
Pointer,  accompanied   with  rains  and  south  winds,  and  suc- 
ceeded by  a  cold  and  dry  spring,  causes  abortions  in  females 
who  are  to  be  delivered  in  the  spring.     Fodor(!*  observed  fre- 
quent abortions  at  Martigucs,  in  1806,  after  a  warm  winter. 
Be  also  suggests  the  constitution  and  habits  of  the  female  sB 
liltely  to  cause  variety,  and  that  the  state  of  the  womb,  at  one 

»tiine  irritable,  at  another  not ;  bat  all  this  only  proves  that 
(liese  circumstances  predispose  to  abortions  and  premature 
libor,  which  no  body  denies, 
Cases  are,  however,  adduced  wlii<!h  certainly  appear  difficult 
of  explanation,  unless  we  allow  that  gestation  may  be  pro- 
tncted-t 


•  Podar*,  Tol.  ii.  ehapler  »iii. 

f  Dr.  Buaiboihani  hsa  revcnlly,  ia  hit  leoturu  on  midvifery,  auggeaM 
in  uplnnMion  of  ihu  difference  in  huauiQ  gescaiion,  that  tberv  are  rarioiu 
perioda  wbich  elapse  during  Uie  passage  of  tho  oTum  Ifaroagh  the  Fnllopita 
talM.  II«  refers,  in  iUuatratioD  of  thia.  to  John  Hualer'e  onao,  (TruiaM> 
tioaa  at  ■  Sooietj,  toI.  ii.)  where  no  foelua  oould  be  delected  al  four  week), 
and  Sir  E.  Home's  case,  wbere  it  nas  aeon  sL  one  week.  (LomJau  Medioil 
QSMIU,  ToL  ziii,  p,  553.) 

Dr.  Riglf'B  explanalian  of  the  Tariely  id  (be  torm  of  ge^tatiuD  ia  the  fol- 
Inring:  "The  reason  wbjlaboruiuslljleTminBtcB  pregnancy  al  ibe  fortieth 
:,  ii  tlam  the  recurrence  of  a  mcnslmal  period  at  a  time  daring  pre^ 
kncy  wheD  tbe  uterus,  from  its  distentioa  and  vtoight  of  aonlents,  is  do 
to  beu  thai  inoreasB  of  irritability  which  accompaoiea  tho(g 
lrIod«  vrithont  being  excited  to  throw  oS  tbe  OTum."  (Midwifery,  p.  139.) 
a  this  he  accounts  for  labors  either  falling  short  of  the  itsual  time,  or  beinf  ' 
newhat  prolonged.  In  the  last  case,  should  impr^natioo  take  plao* 
'y  before  ■  menslrual  period  in  a  female  who  bas  already  bad  several 
UilrVB,  the  uterus  will  probably  not  haT«  attained  auoh  a  Tolume  or  dere- 
la  to  present  it  passing  the  ninth  period  without  expelling  ill  oo&' 
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The  most  rational  explanation  (provided  the  poeailnlitj  d 
protracted  gestation  be  conceded)  that  I  have  yet  met  lift, 
18  contained  in  the  following  extract :  '^  Why  should  preg- 
nancy be  more  exempt  from  variation  than  other  physiolt^gied 
conditions?  Do  the  teeth  appear  at  a  definite  period?  Tk 
regular  interval  between  the  catamenial  efforts  is  fomr  weefa; 
but  how  often  is  this  varied,  sometimes  by  disease,  sometbiM 
by  idiosyncrasy !  The  fortieth  week  is  the  natural  period  fir 
the  termination  of  pregnancy,  and  any  departure  from  it  i 
unnatural,  but  only  in  the  sense  that  would  apply  to  tardjcr 
premature  menstruation.  It  is  urged,  moreover,  that  Ae 
human  foetus,  like  the  young  of  the  inferior  classes,  is  not 
expelled  from  the  womb  till  it  has  acquired  a  development 
adapted  to  extra-uterine  existence ;  that  disease  and  otkr 
causes  may  delay  this  development,  and  consequently  dnt 
there  is  no  reason  for  astonishment  if  parturition  be  sometimei 
retarded."* 

n.  Of  premature  delivery  • 

The  question  which  requires  consideration  under  this  86^ 
tion  is,  whether  a  child  with  all  the  characters  of  maturity,  u 
we  have  described  them  in  a  previous  chapter,  can  be  born 
before  the  ordinary  term  of  gestation  ?  And  its  direct  beir- 
ing  is  on  the  subject  of  legitimacy.     A  husband,  for  example, 


tents;  and  in  this  way  he' explains  the  protracted  cases  of  Dr.  Deweesaad 
Dr.  Montgomery.  He  has  had  instances  of  285,  288,  and  291  days,  aad 
again,  three  satisfactory  ones,  of  a  period  within  the  fUU  term.  One,  a  eiM 
of  rape,  was  deliyered  on  the  2C0th  day ;  in  the  others,  sexual  Inteitonnc 
had  only  occurred  once.  In  one  case,  she  went  264  days,  and  in  the  other, 
276  days. 

♦  British  and  Foreign  Med.  Review,  yoI.  ii.  p.  404;  DeTergie,  toL  L  p.468. 
I  haye  published  a  remarkable  case  of  this  description  in  the  Amerieu 
Journal  of  Medical  Sciences,  N.  S.,  toI.  i.  p.  69,  which  was  communicated 
to  me  by  Dr.  James  R.  Mauley,  of  New  York.  The  facts  may  be  condenBcd 
as  follows:  The  husband  left  on  the  13th  of  July,  1889,  and  did  notretui 
until  NoTember.  The  wife  was  severely  and  frequently  ill  during  pre^ 
nancy,  having  suffered  several  attacks  of  haemoptysis.  On  the  sixteeath  of 
April,  parturient  pains  came  on,  and  labor  seemed  advancing;  it  was  actaalty 
advanced  on  the  eighth  of  May,  but  the  child  was  not  bom  until  the  tvenij- 
ninth  of  May. 
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has  been  absent  from  bis  family,  and  at  the  end  of  eeven  or 
eight  months  after  his  return,  a  full-grown  healthy  child  is 
produced.  Is  the  honor  of  the  family  to  be  injpeached,  or 
shall  ve  allow  that  this  variation  is  possible? 

There  is  an  intrinsio  difficulty  connected  with  this  question, 
which  should  lead  us  to  be  tender  in  forming  our  opinions,  viz., 
the  variety  observed  io  children  when  born  at  the  full  time. 
They  differ  in  size,  general  appearance,  apparent  maturity, 
etc, ;  and  sometimes,  indeed,  we  know  that  eight  months'  chil- 
dren have  been  observed  larger  and  healthier  than  others  of 
nine  months.  The  general  appearance,  then,  should  be  no- 
ticed, bat  not  too  much  relied  on,  in  forming  an  opinion. 

It  is  an  unquestionable  fact,  that  there  is  in  many  females 
&  disposition  to  expel  the  chOd  before  the  ordinary  term.  Thia 
not  only  takes  place  at  the  thirty-fleventh  or  thirty-eighth 
week,  when  wo  might  suppose  that  the  female  had  made  a 
mistake  in  her  calculation,  but  occurs  as  soon  as  the  seventh 
month.  La  Motte,  in  bis  Midwifery,  mentions  of  two  females 
who  always  brought  forth  at  seven  months.  Van  Swieten 
says  he  has  observed  similar  cases,  and  Fodori^  also  gives  one. 
These  are  not  to  he  considered  as  indicating  a  healthy  and 
regular  state  of  the  uterine  function,  but  rather  as  a  conse- 
quence of  disease. 

If  the  question  be  confined  in  the  manner  already  stated, 
wc  may  derive  aid  from  the  appearance  of  the  child,  and  the 
condition  of  the  mother ;  and  although  it  may  be  deemed 
harflij  possible  that  a  child  born  at  seven  months  may  oceO' 
tioniiUif  be  of  such  a  size  as  to  he  considered  mature,  yet  I 
apprehend  that  the  assertion  is  most  frequently  made  by  those 
whose  character  is  in  danger  of  being  destroyed. 

If  a  mature  child  (mature  not  only  as  to  size,  but  also  as  to 

other  characters  already  enumerated  as  indicative  of  perfect 

development,')  be  born  before  seven  full  months  after  the 

idlfiged  connection,  it  ought  certainly  to  be  considered  as  ille- 

^■itimate.t 

^^B*^  Sm  page  S8D. 

^^^^  Dr.  MoDtgonierj  will  not  allow  etbii  Ihii,  and  slates  (hat  h«  dctct  law  a 
eUU,  avowedljr  of  aix  or  leren  iuodUis  growlh,  that  preseatet)  aa  appearance 
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Ill,  Of  protracted  delivery  • 

I  propose  to  devote  this  section  to  a  statement  of  some 
that  have  occurred  at  various  times,  and  that  have  been  made 
the  subject  of  legal  investigation,  and  also  to  a  notice  of  dii 
opinions  of  distinguished  accoucheurs. 

One  of  the  oldest  cases  on  record  ia  mentioned  by  Fliiy, 
the  naturalist.  He  states  that  the  Praetor,  L.  Papiriu,  d^ 
clared  a  child,  bom  at  thirteen  months,  legitimate,  on  dM 
ground  that  there  was  no  certain  period  for  the  completion  of 
gestation.  The  Emperor  Adrian,  at  a  subsequent  period,  u 
we  are  informed  by  Aulus  Gellius,  declared  an  infant  leg&' 
mate  which  was  bom  eleven  months  after  the  death  of  iti 
father,  on  account  of  the  unsuspected  and  undoubted  virtae  of 
the  widow.  A  similar  case  is  mentioned  by  Godefroy,  in  Im 
Notes  on  the  Novels  of  Justinian.  A  widow  was  delifcrei 
fourteen  months  after  the  death  of  her  husband,  and  her  htm 
pronounced  legitimate  by  the  parliament  of  Paris.  It  appeared 
that  she  had  lived  with  the  relatives  of  her  husband  during  the 
whole  period  of  widowhood;  that  they  had  neyer  observed  anj 
impropriety  in  her  conduct;  and  they  also  testified  to  the  deep 
and  constant  grief  she  had  manifested  for  the  loss  of  her  part- 
ner. The  parliament  of  Paris  appears  indeed  to  have  adjudi- 
cated on  numerous  cases  of  protracted  gestation.  Foderf 
gives  an  abstract  of  twelve  cases,  in  which  the  term  varied 
from  ten  to  sixteen  months.  They  seem  generally  to  hare 
been  decided  from  a  consideration  of  the  character  of  the 
mother,  and  have  hence  little  scientific  value.  (Foder^  voLiL 
p.  Ill  and  seq.)    At  page  183  of  the  same  volume  is  given  a 

eyen  remotely  resembliDg  that  of  a  full-grown  and  matured  foetus.  (Cydo- 
pedia  of  Practical  Medicine,  toI.  It.  p.  87,  art.  Succession. ) 

Valentin!,  howeyer,  quotes  a  decision  which  is  very  different.  The  hat- 
band had  been  absent  a  year,  but  returned  home  on  the  fourteenth  of  April» 
1666,  and  on  the  succeeding  twenty-sixth  of  September,  (five  months  sad 
tweWe  days,)  his  wife  was  deliyered  of  a  Hying  child.  The  medical  facohy 
of  Lcipsic  decided  that  it  was  legitimate,  because  the  mother  had  labored 
under  grief  and  terror  during  her  pregnancy,  and  because,  at  her  delifeiy, 
she  was  so  weak  as  to  need  bathing  with  wine.  (Pandects,  p.  86.) 
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ease  of  one  year  and  thirteen  daje.  The  mother  had  had 
labor-pains  for  a  month,  and  the  child's  cranium  was  com- 
pletely ossified.  The  medical  facnlty  of  Leipsic  declared  it 
legitimate ! 

Tliomas  Bartholin  relates  of  a  young  girl  at  Lcipsic,  who, 
on  accusing  a  person  of  having  seduced  her,  was  confined  and 
strictly  guarded.  At  the  end  of  sixteen  months  she  brought 
forth  a  child,  which  lived  two  days. 

Two  cases  are  given  in  Valentini's  Pandects,  vol.  i.  pp.  142, 
144.  In  one,  the  faculty  of  Lcipsic  declared  a  child  (bom 
eleven  months  after  the  father's  death)  illegitimate,  because 
beyond  the  term  assigned  by  Hippocrates.  In  the  other,  the 
faculty  of  Giessen  decided  for  the  legitimacy  of  a  child  born 
ten  months  and  twenty-three  days,  because  the  father  was 
weak  and  feeble,  and  the  mother  of  a  frigid  complexion.  Such 
cases  can  have  no  scientific  value. 

[T  shall  give,  in  a  very  condensed  form,  a  few  others  from 
FoderS  and  Petit.  Mad.  De  Geur,  delivered  eleven  months 
and  one  day  after  the  death  of  her  husband;  child  legiti- 
mated by  the  parliament  of  Rouen,  on  the  score  of  character 
and  the  possibility  of  protracted  gestation.  The  work  of  Petit 
was  quoted  in  this  trial.  He  says:  "Many  faculties  of  physic, 
forty-seven  celebrated  authors,  and  twenty-three  French  phy- 
rietans,  agree  that  it  is  perfectly  demonstrated  that  gestation 
is  frequently  delayed  to  eleven  and  twelve  months." 

The  wife  of  a  bookseller  of  Wolfenbuttel,  delivered  thirteen 
nonths  after  the  husband's  death ;  child  legitimated,  on  account 
of  her  excellent  character.*  Cases  of  this  sort  may  be  multi- 
plied ad  infinitum,  but  to  what  purpose? — C.  R.  G.] 

The  following  enlisted  all  the  medical  talent  of  France  in 

ita  discussion:    Charles ,  aged  upwards  of  seventy-two 

years,  married  Reni^e,  aged  about  thirty  years,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year  1769.  They  were  married  nearly  four 
years  without  having  any  issue.  On  the  7th  of  October,  1762, 
he  was  taken  ill  with  fever  and  ■violent  oppression,  which 
remained  until  his  death.  The  last  symptom  was  so  severe 
that  he  was  forced  to  sit  in  his  bed;  nor  could  he  move  with- 


*  rodv«,  ToL  U.  pp.  186,  1B9. 
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out  assistance.  In  addition  to  theae,  he  was  seized  with  a  dij 
gangrene  of  the  leg  on  the  21st;  and  with  this  accwnnlttiii 
of  disease  he  gradually  sunk,  and  died  on  the  17th  of  Notcb- 
ber,  aged  seventy-six  years.  Bende  had  not  slept  in  the  dii» 
ber  during  his  illness ;  but  about  three  and  a  half  monthi  aiUr 
his  death,  she  suggested  that  she  was  pregnant;  and  ontk 
3d  of  October,  1763,  (within  four  days  of  a  year  since  tk 
illness  of  her  husband,  and  ten  months  and  seventeen  diji 
after  his  death,)  she  was  delivered  of  a  healthy,  weU-foimel, 
and  full-sized  child.  The  opinion  of  Louis  was  asked  on  tUi 
case,  and  he  declared  that  the  offspring  was  illegitimate.  Hii 
he  rested  at  this,  even  the  advocates  of  protracted  gestotiQi 
might  probably  not  have  murmured,  as  the  circumstances  mn 
rather  too  powerful  for  the  interposition  of  their  favorite  iob' 
trines.  But  he  took  occasion,  in  his  consultation,  to  attack 
the  opinion  generally,  and  to  deny  the  possibility  of  the  oeen- 
rencc  of  such  cases.  Among  the  arguments  which  he  addnees 
are  the  following:  that  the  laws  of  nature  on  this  subject  an 
immutable;  that  the  foetus,  at  a  fixed  period,  has  recdrediU 
the  nourishment  of  which  it  is  susceptible  from  the  mothOi 
and  becomes,  as  it  were,  a  foreign  body;  that  married  femaki 
are  very  liable  to  error  in  their  calculations ;  that  the  decinoa 
of  tribunals  in  favor  of  protracted  gestation  cannot  overturn  i 
physical  law;  and  finally,  that  the  virtue  of  females  in  these 
cases  is  a  very  uncertain  guide  for  legal  decisions.  "If  ve 
admit,"  says  he,  ^^all  the  facts  reported  by  ancient  and  moden 
authors,  of  delivery  from  eleven  to  twenty-three  months,  it 
will  be  very  commodious  for  females;  and  if  so  great  a  lati- 
tude is  allowed  for  the  production  of  posthumous  hdrs,  Ae 
collateral  ones  may  in  all  cases  abandon  their  hope,  anlees 
sterility  bo  actually  present.'** 

This  reasoning  appears  to  me  to  carry  great  weight,  and 
Mahon,  in  his  chapter  on  this  subject,  adds  several  sensible 
remarks  in  confirmation  of  it.  He  observes,  that  if  the  do^ 
trine  be  true  that  the  children  of  old  people  are  longer  in 

*  Louis'  Memoire  oontre  legitimit6  des  nidssanoes  pretendues  tardiTes.  U 
Bas  attacked  this  Memoir,  and  Louis  replied  in  a  sapplement.  SeTcnl  oUier 
physicians,  I  belieye,  took  pari  in  the  controTorsy. 
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coming  to  maturity,  it  would  have  been  confirmed  bj  experi- 
ence, which  it  is  not.  Grief,  also,  and  the  depressing  passione, 
are  much  relied  upon  as  pOBBessing  a  delaying  power;  hut 
certainly  these  are  more  apt  to  produce  abortion  than  pro- 
trscted  gestation.  He  accounts  for  the  mistakes  of  married 
women  by  suggesting  that  impregnation  may  occur  while  ibe 
menses  are  BuppresBed,  not  only  from  disease,  from  affections 
of  the  mind,  or  accidental  causes,  which  do  not  immediately 
impair  the  health ;  while  the  increase  of  volume  in  the  abdo- 
men may  originate  from  this,  or  from  numerous  other  onuses. 
Toward  the  conclusion  of  his  remarks,  he  states  a  difficulty, 
which,  I  believe,  cannot  be  readily  overcome.  If  the  doctrine 
be  allowed,  how  shall  we  distinguish  a  delayed  child  from  one 
that  is  bom  at  nine  months;  and  hy  what  means  are  we  to 
detect  fraud  in  such  cases?  Certainly,  as  far  as  we  can  judge 
from  the  narratives  given,  the  infants  bom  after  protracted 
gestation  were  not  distinguished  for  size,  or  other  appearances 
of  maturity.* 

(Gardner  Peerage  Case.  The  Hon.  Alan  Hyde  {afterwards 
Lord)  Gardner,  a  captain  in  the  British  navy,  was  married  to 
Miss  Adderly,  at  Fort  St.  George,  in  the  East  Indies,  in  1796. 
Oa  the  8th  of  December,  1802,  Mrs.  Gardner  bore  a  child, 
irhtch  appeared  to  be  the  froit  of  an  illicit  intercourse  between 
her  and  Henry  Jadis.  An  action  for  criminal  conversation 
was  instituted  by  Lord  Gardner  against  Mr.  Jadis,  in  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench,  and  he  obtained  a  verdict  of  £1000 
damages.  He  then  procured  a  sentence  of  divorce  in  the 
Consistory  Court  of  the  Bishop  of  London,  and  the  marriage 
WZB  formally  dissolved.  Mr.  Jadis  married  Mrs.  Gardner  in 
1805;  and  the  child  just  alluded  to  was  acknowledged  as  their 
offspring,  and  took  the  name  of  Henry  Fenton  Jadis,  which 
he  bore  until  the  commencement  of  the  present  suit,  when  he 
assumed  the  name  of  Henry  Fenton  Gardner,  and  claimed, 
through  his  guardians,  to  be  the  rightful  heir  to  the  title  and 
estates  of  the  now  deceased  Lord  Gardner.  This  nobleman 
bad  married  a  second  time,  the  Hon.  Miss  Smith,  daughter  of 
I(ord  Carrington,  on  the  10th  of  April,  1809;  and  a  son,  Alan 


*  Mahon,  toI.  I.  pp.  163,  18G,  IBS,  203. 


604  LXGIZIMAOY. 

Legge  Grardner,  also  a  claimant  of  the  peerage  and  estitei^ 
was  born  on  the  29th  of  January^  1810.  Lord  Grardnar  HA 
in  London,  January  5,  1816. 

The  following  were  the  facts  on  which  the  claim  of  Honj 
Fen  ton  Jadis  was  founded:  ^^In  1802,  Lord  Gardner,  ib 
was  then  captain  of  the  ship  Besolution,  arrired  off  Porti- 
mouth,  and  was  joined  by  his  first  wife,  who  remained  « 
board  with  him  about  three  weeks,  and  then  took  her  depHi- 
ure  for  London  on  the  30th  of  January.  It  appears,  hanh 
ever,  that  the  Resolution  did  not  sail  until  the  7th  of  Febn- 
ary,  and  that  some  communication  took  place  between  tk 
ship  and  the  shore,  by  means  of  boats.  Lord  Oardner  buM 
for  the  West  Indies,  and  returned  home  on  the  11th  of  Jilj, 
in  the  same  year."  The  child,  be  it  remembered,  was  bon 
December  8th,  1802. 

On  these  facts  the  following  questions  came  up  before  tk 
committee  of  the  House  of  Lords:  Could  a  child,  bomontk 
8th  of  December,  have  been  the  result  of  sexual  intCTCOUK, 
either  on  the  30th  of  January  or  anterior  to  it,  being  in  tk 
first  case  311  days?  Or  could  a  child,  born  as  above, Inn 
been  the  result  of  intercourse  on  the  7th  of  February,  bong 
304  days?  Or  lastly,  could  a  child  thus  bom  and  living  to 
manhood,  have  been  the  result  of  intercourse  on  or  after  tk 
11th  of  July,  being  a  period  two  or  three  days  short  of  fin 
calendar  months?  The  last  was  not  much  discussed,  and  tk 
medical  testimony  was  principally  confined  to  the  othen, 
making  it  thus  a  question  of  protracted  gestation. 

Seventeen  medical  gentlemen,  some  of  them  the  most  dis- 
tinguished accoucheurs  in  London,  were  examined.  I  skB 
arrange  their  testimony  with  reference  to  their  belief  or  & 
belief  in  the  doctrine  under  investigation. 

Drs.  Gooch  and  Balph  Blegborough,  Sir  Charles  M.  Cltrke, 
Dr.  D.  D.  Davis,  Professor  of  Midwifery  in  the  London  Um* 
vcrsity,  and  Mr.  B.  P.  Pennington,  may  be  considered  as  not 
crediting  it. 

Dr.  Gooch  considered  the  usual  period  of  gestation,  where 
it  could  be  accurately  calculated,  to  be  nine  calendar  months, 
(39  weeks,)  as  from  the  25th  of  May  to  the  25th  of  December. 
When  the  statement  of  Dr.  William  Hunter  was  urged  to  him, 
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that  he  (Dr.  Hunter)  "had  known  a  woman  bear  a  living  child 
in  a  perfectly  natural  way,  fourteen  days  later  than  nine  calen- 
dar months,  and  believed  two  women  to  have  been  delivered 
of  a  child  alive  in  the  natural  way,  above  ten  calendar  months 
^m  the  time  of  conception,"*  Dr.  G,  professed  the  highest 
respect  for  the  character  and  talents  of  Dr.  Hunter,  but  en- 
tertained doubts  as  to  the  accuracy  of  these  cases;  he  should 
like  to  know  the  grounds  on  which  the  opinions  were  formed, 
and  how  far  they  depended  on  the  testimony  of  the  females. 
He  stated  that  he  had  been  for  many  years  physician  to  two 
lying-in  hospitals.  In  one  of  these  there  are  two  wards 
kept  for  single  women,  "so  that  cases  frequently  occurred  ia 
which  I  had  an  opportunity  of  calculating  accurately  the  length 
of  pregnancy."  Young  females,  he  added,  in  very  respecta* 
ble  situations  are  often  seduced;  the  tntercourBe  is  single,  and 
there  U  no  motive  whatever  for  misstatinff  the  fact.  It  would 
appear  that  Dr.  Gooch  relied  much  for  his  opinion  on  these 
cases,  and  did  not  believe  that  the  obvious  objection  to  such 
testimony — viz.,  that  tlie  confession  of  more  numerous  connec- 
tions would  give  a  suspicion  of  general  incontinence — would 
lie  in  the  instances  which  he  had  seen.f 

Dr.  Blegborough  had  been  in  practice  in  London  thirty-four 
years.  He  considered  tliirty-nine  weeks  as  the  period  of  ges- 
tation, and  forty  as  the  greatest  extent.  Mechanical  obstruc- 
tions, as  from  mal conformation,  might  delay  birth  for  five  or 
aiz  days ;  but  in  that  case  it  \b  uniformly  attended  with  hazard 
either  to  mother  or  child,  or  both.  He  had  grounded  his  cal- 
culations on  the  peculiar  sensations  experienced  by  females. 
They  have  fainted,  and  have  been  extremely  ill,  so  as  to  in- 
daoe  thc-ir  friends  to  send  for  a  professional  man.     On  propet 


•  Tliis  anHwer  is  takeu  from  llargravo  bdi]  Butler's  Note  to  Colta  upon 
Ulllelon,  US  alreul/  quoted. 

t  In  bis  Midwifery,  p.  135,  Dr.  Gooch  remarkg :  "Id  general.  Impregnation 
taku  place  a  da;  or  tno  afler  llie  Ust  menstrual  period.  1  reokoa  nina 
calabilar  months.  It  a  lad;  says  she  was  taken  unireU  on  the  seteiiieenih 
of  June,  and  oontinued  eo  four  dsjs,  I  ad-d  one  more,  and  from  this  (Uia 
tWBDtjr- second)  I  reckon  niae  calendar  months,  vii.,  the  tveDtj-second  of 
March,  aciJ  in  a  large  m^orily  of  cases  I  *m  right."  He  adds,  howc'rer, 
iliat  pregnanojr  naj  ooeur  at  an;  lime  during  the  period,  and  thus  miua 


606  LEOITIMACT. 

inquiry,  they  will  declare  certain  sensations,  by  which  we 
know  that  conception  has  taken  place,  and  was  the  cause  of 
the  feelings  experienced.  Upon  calculating  from  that  time, 
he  had,  in  such  instances,  invariably  found  that  he  had  been 
right  in  his  surmises,  and  that  labor  had  taken  place  certainly 
not  later,  in  any  instance,  than  forty  weeks  from  that  period. 
Dr.  B.,  however,  conceded  that  these  sensations  do  not  neces- 
sarily follow  immediately  upon  sexual  intercourse,  but  said 
that  they  did  so  frequently. 

Dr.  Davis  considered  nine  calendar  months  as  the  period  of 
gestation,  and  he  inclined  to  a  day,  or  two  days,  short  of  that 
period,  rather  than  beyond  it.  He  had  met  with  a  few  cases 
in  which  patients  had  reckoned  from  a  single  coitus,  and  in  all 
these  birth  took  place  at  the  39th  week.  ^^I  cannot  say  ex* 
actly  on  what  day," — ^but  some  at  its  conclusion,  and  others 
within  it. 

Sir  Charles  M.  Clarke  considered  forty  weeks  as  the  full 
period.  He  observed,  in  answer  to  various  questions,  that  he 
never  knew  a  case  in  which  fatigue  and  exhaustion  had  caused 
protracted  gestation.  He  could  understand  that  they  may 
accelerate,  but  could  not  see  how  they  could  retard.  In  seve- 
ral instances  (twenty  at  least)  that  had  come  under  his  obser- 
vation, the  fact  of  the  last  intercourse  had  been  stated  to  him 
by  the  parties  themselves,  and  on  this  he  had  founded  his  cal- 
culations.   In  no  case  had  the  forty  weeks  been  exceeded. 

If  the  calculation  be  founded  on  the  suppression  of  menses, 
he  deemed  that  the  safest  mode  would  be  to  calculate  from  its 
middle  period;  i.e,  fourteen  days  from  the  last  menstruation. 

Mr.  B.  B.  Pennington  had  been  an  accoucheur  thirty-seven 
years,  and  had  never  known  gestation  protracted  beyond 
three  or  four  days  after  forty  weeks,  and  forty  weeks  is  the 
usual  term.  He  formed  his  opinion  from  the  time  of  coa- 
ception,  and  this  again  from  circumstances  mentioned  by  the 
females. 

It  will  thus  be  seen,  that  of  the  five  witnesses  that  disbe- 
lieved in  protracted  gestation,  three  founded  their  calculations 
on  the  occurrence  of  a  single  coitus,  and  the  remainder  on 
peculiar  sensations  experienced.  They  differ  in  their  terms, 
thus: — 


^^Uii 
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Dr.  Gooch  snya  39  weeks,  or  271  to  277  daja. 
I  Dr.  Blegborough,  39  to  40  weeks,  278  to  280  days. 
■■■    Dr.  Davis,  39  weeks,  271  to  273  days. 

Sir  C.  M.  Clarke,  40  weeks,  280  days. 

Mr.  Pennington,  40  woeks,  280  to  283  daya. 

On  the  other  side,  the  following  medical  witnesses  gave  tes- 
timoDy:  Drs,  A.  B.  Granville,  Conquest,  Blundell,  Merriman, 
Power,   Hopkins,  Dennison,   H.   Davis,   and   KlliotsoD,  and 
Eessrs.  Sabine,  Chinnocks,  and  Hankes. 

Dr.  Granville  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  usual  or  ordit 

i»y  period  of  gestation  is  comprised  hetween  the  265th  day 
Biibsequent  to  impregnation  and  the  280th,  or  40  weeks;  but 
he  believed  that  gestation  might  he  protracted.  The  moat 
prominent  case  mentioned  by  him  in  proof  of  this,  was  that 
of  hia  own  wife.  She  passed  her  menstrual  period  on  the  7th 
of  April,  and  on  the  15th  of  August  afterwards  she  quickened. 
Labor  was  expected  in  the  early  part  of  January,  and  acoord- 
iogly  pains  came  on;  but  they  again  subsided,  and  she  wafl 
not  delivered  until  February  7th;  that  is,  306  days,  if  we 
reckon  from  the  day  before  the  next  expected  menstruation, 
or  318  days,  if  from  the  middle  of  the  two  periods. 

Dr.  G.  also  stated  that  he  was  attached  to  two  of  the  mo»- 
extenslve  lying-in  institutions  in  London,  bad  seen  much 
practice  in  them,  and  bad  particularly  and  carefully  regis- 
tered cases,  taking  all  the  leading  circumstances  of  their  his- 
tory from  the  individuals  admitted,  on  presenting  their  letters 
of  recommendation.  According  to  these  registers,  he  had 
"known  a  case  of  285  days  from  the  latest  period  of  supposed 
impregnation,  taking  as  the  point  of  departure  the  last  day 
of  the  month  previous  to  tlie  missed  period;  that  is,  say  28  or 
30  days  after  the  last  menstruation.  Also  cases  of  290,  300, 
and  315  (but  this  Dr.  Granville  afterwards  stated  that  he 
considered  a  case  of  310)  days." 

In  answer  to  the  question,  whether  he  believed  it  poseihte 
that  a  child  should  he  begotten  on  the  30th  of  January,  and 
born  at  an  interval  of  311  days,  viz.,  on  the  7th  or  8th  of 
December,  he  said,  "  I  am  aware  of  no  eircuvutance  that 
render  it  impottible." 
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I  should  also  add,  that  an  inquiry  was  attempted  in  some  of 
his  registered  cases,  but  technical  difficulties  were  interposed, 
and,  on  the  whole,  they  were  not  satisfactory,  even  one  where 
a  female  was  examined  in  propria  per%ona.* 

Dr.  Conquest  had  practiced  for  thirteen  years,  and  although 
the  majority  of  cases  are  completed  within  the  ninth  calendar 
month,  yet  he  certainly  had  met  with  instances  which  far  ex- 
ceeded that  date.  In  not  fewer  than  twenty  cases,  there  had 
been  very  confident  assertions  on  the  part  of  the  women  that 
they  had  exceeded  the  time;  and  in  two  or  three  instances  he 
had  taken  great  pains  to  satisfy  himself,  and  was  very  sure  <tf 
it.  In  one  female,  who  was  so  certain  of  being  confined  at 
the  anticipated  time,  that  she  had  her  nurse  in  the  house,  the 
period  was  exceeded  nearly  ^ve  weeks.  This  female  had  borne 
six  children.  ^^At  that  time,"  says  Dr.  Conquest,  ^^I  disbe- 
lieved all  the  cases  I  had  previously  heard;  I  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  laughing  at  them  as  a  public  lecturer,  but  so  strong 
was  the  evidence,  from  the  most  minute  investigation  of  this 
case,  that  I  was  compelled  to  admit  the  accuracy  of  this 
woman*s  statement,  and  my  former  convictions  were  veiy 
much  shaken."  It  is  remarkable,  that  at  her  subsequent  con- 
finement this  female  again  exceeded  her  calculations  by  four 
weeks. 


*  Dr.  Granyille  afterwards  resumed  the  discassion  of  this  subject  at  th« 
Westminster  Medical  Society,  in  December,  1829.  He  stated  that  the  casei 
to  which  he  had  referred  were  capable  of  the  most  satisfactory  proof^  aad 
ought  not  to  haye  been  rejected  or  trifled  with  on  the  examination.  la 
BOTeral  instances,  the  reckoning  had  been  made  from  the  last  day  of  tht 
lunar  month  immediately  succeeding  the  last  appearance  of  the  menses,  and 
which  then  extended  severally  to  292, 298,  299,  802,  313,  817,  and  824  dayt. 
"A  lady  whom  he  had  attended  this  year,  living  with  her  huaband,  and  wht 
had  never,  when  not  pregnant,  been  irregular  in  her  menses,  oalculatad  her 
pregnancy  from  midway  between  the  twenty-eight  days  which,  elapaed  be- 
tween her  previous  menstruation  and  the  period  when  she  ought  to  have 
menstruated  again ;  and  she  then  fixed  upon  the  conclusion  of  ten  calendar 
months  for  the  day  of  her  confinement.  She  proved  perfectly  correct ;  and 
on  inquiring  the  reason  for  fixing  on  so  protracted  a  period,  she  said  that 
her  three  former  children  were  born  after  a  similar  intervaL  Even  auppoft- 
ing  the  conception  to  have  taken  place  at  the  very  end  of  the  first  lunir 
period,  still  the  protraction  must  have  extended  two  weeks  at  the  least" 
(Lancet,  N.  8.,  voL  v.  p.  418.) 
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■  Jn  another  iuBtance,  a  ladj  wlio  had  borne  nine  chihlren, 

1  had  been  able  five  times  to  determine  exactly  the  day  on 
^hich  she  should  be  confined,  exceeded  the  time  by  a  month 
and  two  days.  She  brought  forth  the  largest  child  Dr.  Con- 
quest had  ever  seen,  after  a  very  protracted  labor. 

On  inquiring  as  to  the  probable  cause  of  protracted  gestae 
tioQ,  Dr.  Conquest  stated  that  he  had  seen  instances  in  which 
an  occasional  loss  of  blood  during  pregnancy  appeared  to 
interfere  with  the  process.  Mental  emotions  will  also  pro- 
tract the  period.  He  believed  that  eleven  months  had  been 
exceeded. 

On  cross-examination,  Dr.  Conquest  stated  that  his  calca- 
Ution,  as  to  the  time  of  birth,  was  founded  on  the  time  of 
quickening.  He  deemed  this  much  more  certain  than  that 
from  monstroation.  Quickening  takes  place  from  the  16th  to 
the  20th  week ;  but  when  a  woman  haa  quickened  at  a  certatQ 
time,  then,  he  believed  with  scarcely  an  exception,  she  invai- 
riabiy  quickens  at  the  same  period  afterwards.* 

Now,  in  the  females  mentioned  by  him,  the  first  had  quick* 
ened  with  six  children  exactly  at  the  termination  of  the  six- 
teenth week,  reckoning  from  the  non-appearance  of  the  men- 
stmal  discharge,  and  the  period  when  she  supposed  herself  to 
become  pregnant.  "This  woman  is  an  excessively  irritablo 
woman,  physically  and  mentally;  and  she  affirms  most  confi- 
dently that  she  invariably  suffers  much  constitutional  disturb- 
aoce  within  one  week  after  impregnation,  and  that  the  acts  of 
intercourse  are  so  seldom  with  her  husband,  that  she  has,  ia 
every  case,  been  able  to  date  with  correctness,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  two  (protracted)  cases,  and  then  she  took  the  same 
data  as  the  ground  of  her  opinion." 

In  the  second  case,  the  opinion  was  deduced  from  the  &b> 

■  This  opinion  of  Dr.  Conquest  requires  confirmation.  I  bare  alresd; 
qnal«d  k  cue  lij  Dr.  Montgomery,  in  which  (here  waa  n  elriking  lariation, 
(pmge  S7T,)  a-oi  amj  Dow  nii  his  opinion,  that  the  timo  of  quickenfug  will, 
la  iKe  mnjoril;  of  giups.  be  found  to  itty  in  t)i«  unc  poraon  ia  aueofailT* 
pngvuiaiaB.  (Signs  of  Pregnano;.  p.  86.)  Dr.  HamilloQ  also  remarks  Ui»t 
Dr.  Conquest  hai  atated  the  exception,  not  (he  general  rule.  (Praoliotl 
Obaenrations,  p.  Gl>.)  [Dr.  Conqueei's  opitiioti  bas  QDir  few,  if  any,  aup- 
port«N._C.  B.  G.] 
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senoe  of  menstruation  and  quickening.  She  quickened  at  the 
seventeenth  week,  and  twenty-eight  weeks  from  that  to  lurtli, 
made  forty-fire  weeks. 

Dr.  Conquest  was  asked  whether  he  had  known  a  womi 
menstruate  during  pregnancy.  He  replied,  ^'I  think  a  womiii 
does  not  menstruate,  in  the  common  acceptation  of  the  tera. 
I  know  a  woman  will  lose  blood  periodically,  but  I  betieie 
these  are  all  cases  in  which  the  extremities  of  certain  arteria 
terminate  below  the  uterus,  in  the  upper  parts  of  the  ▼aginii'* 

Dr.  Blundell  had  personally  known  but  one  case  in  lAaA 
pregnancy  was  prolonged  beyond  nine  calendar  moatk 
This  female  became  pregnant  on  the  9th  of  August,  and  wu 
delivered  on  the  23d  of  May,  (287  days.)  Dr.  Blundell  nt 
her  a  few  days  after  impregnation;  there  were  symptoms  of 
irritation  about  the  bladder  and  adjacent  parts,  and  the  citi> 
menia  were  absent.  He  had  no  doubt  that  these  symptoni 
arose  from  impregnation. 

This  witness  professed  himself  a  believer  in  protracted  geh 
tation,  from  this  case,  from  the  observations  of  Tessier  ot 
brutes,  showing  that  it  actually  occurs  with  them,  and  dM 
observations  of  others  on  the  human  subject. 

Dr.  Merriman  had  practiced  midwifery  for  thirty  yeia 
The  ordinary  period  of  gestation  is  about  forty  weeks;  but  is 
his  own  experience  he  had  known  cases  to  exceed  this ;  sim 
285  days,  some  287,  two  or  three  296,  one  308,  and  one  809 
days.  The  last  was  of  a  lady  who  had  borne  six  or  seren 
children.  "  She  always  calculated  her  reckoning  from  tie 
last  day  on  which  her  monthly  period  ceased.  On  this  occi- 
sion  she  was  perfectly  well  on  the  7th  of  March,  and  from 
some  circumstance,  which  I  did  not  press  to  know,  she  siid 
she  supposed  herself  to  have  conceived  on  the  8th  of  MarcL" 
This  lady  was  delivered  on  the  11th  of  January,  being  809 
days. 

On  cross-examination.  Dr.  Merriman  was  asked  how  he  hi 
calculated  his  protracted  cases?  He  answered,  ^^FromHu 
time  at  which  the  last  appearance  of  the  menstruation  cetued; 
from  the  termination  of  the  monthly  period.**  In  the  last 
case,  the  female  had  menstruated  on  the  7th  of  March;  and 
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Voth  females  were  married  and  lived  with  their  husbands.  It 
was  very  properly  asked  whether  the  intercourse  which  pro- 
duced conception  might  not  have  been  at  any  time  previous  to 
the  next  period,  and  if  so,  whether,  allowing  it  only  to  have 
occurred  in  the  middle  between  the  two  menstruations,  most 
<rir  the  cases  would  not  be  brought  to  the  usual  term  of  forty 
weeks,  while  the  rest  might  be  referred  to  it  by  admitting  the 
opinion  that  pregnancy  took  place  just  before  the  expected 
menstrual  period  ?  Deduct  28  days  from  309,  and  the  result 
exceeds  forty  weeks  by  only  one  day.  Dr.  Merriman  readily 
allowed  the  correctness  of  all  these  inferences.  He  threw  out 
an  idea  that  impregnation  is  by  no  means  so  common  the  day 
before  the  expected  term  of  menstruation,  as  it  is  the  day 
after  the  menstruation  has  ceased.*  % 


*  Dr.  Merriman,  at  a  period  subsequent  to  the  above  trial,  published  his 
cbeerrations  in  detail.  They  are  contained  in  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Trans- 
•etions,  toI.  ziii.  p.  338;  and  the  foUowing  abstract  from  his  paper  deserres 
iaaertion  here : — 

*'When  I  have  been  requested,"  says  he,  '*to  calculate  the  time  at  whioh 
the  accession  of  labor  might  be  expected,  I  have  been  very  exact  in  asoer- 
teining  the  last  day  on  which  any  appearance  of  the  catamenia  was  distin- 
Ipiiahable,  and  have  reckoned  forty  weeks  from  this  day,  assuming  that  the 
280th  was  to  be  considered  as  the  legitimate  day  of  parturition.  The  sub- 
Joined  table  shows  how  often  this  day  was  deyiated  from,  and  what  was  the 
•otual  number  of  days  fVom  the  day  of  menstrual  intermission  to  the  birth 
4Rf  the  chUd." 

A  Table  of  the  births  o/  114  mature  children,  calculated  from,  but  not  including, 
the  day  on  which  the  catamenia  were  last  distinguishable. 

At  256  days,  1  At  262  days,  2 

"  266  "    1  "  263  "  2 

"  269  «•    1  «*  264  "  4 

—  "  265  "  1 

8  in  37th  week.  "  266  ««  4 

13  in  88th  week. 

At  267  days,  1  At  274  days,  4  At  281  days,  5 

««  268  ««  1  "  276  "  2  "  282  •*  2 

•«  269  "  4  "  276  "  4  "  288  "  6 

<«  270  "  1  "  277  "  8  «*  284  «*  1 

««  271  "  2  "  278  "  3  "  285  ««  4 

««  272  "  2  "  279  "  8  "  286  *«  8 

"  278  "  8  "  280  **  9  "  287  "  1 

14  in  89th  week.    88  in  40th  week.    22  in  41it  week. 
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Dr.  Power  had  praotioed  midwifery  fyr  ihirteaB  jmh.  Hi 

was  deoidedly  of  opinion  that  geBtatkm  may  ba  «zt«aded  li 
eleren  calendar  monthB,  if  not  longer.  He  had  mei  wiA  km 
thirty  to  fifty  cases  in  which  it  exceeded  the  ordinsiy  tn% 
and  some  in  which  it  went  to  the  period  jnat  naaud.  Bi 
opinion  is  deduced  from  the  statements  of  the  fenaks  «li 
the  period  of  menstmation  and  the  time  of  qiriffikeninftimi 
also  from  physiological  reasoning. 

AtSSSdaji,  5  At206daji,  1  AiSOed■Ji^    1 

M  280    ««  2  ««  206    *«  2  ««  t06     «<        1 

«•  290    "  2  •«  207    "  2  ««  S06     "        2 

M  202    «  4  ««  208    «•  4                                  — 

««  208    ««  2  ««  801    ««  1                                    4iM4ltkwfc 

.16in42dweek.  10iB48dwMk. 

From  thiB  table,  Dr.  Merriman  Uiinki  it  ftdr  to  inftr  tliai  ocnoflpOoil 
vffBotod  more  commoiily  ffoen  after  the  eattmeiilal  period  baa  fataalM 
tliaa  immediately  before  the  reoarrenee  of  that  diiobafgo.  Od  a  ftnr  Mi* 
■iont,  he  ofaoerrei,  the  period  of  delivery,  dated  from  the  lael  appemaatf 
the  catamenia,  has  exceeded  44  weeka,  or  808  daya.  The  fiist  la  the  «■ 
mentioned  in  the  text.  The  lady  has,  in  ten  piegnanelee,  borne  ehiii  M' 
dren;  and  on  all  these  oooasions  beoame  pregnaui  ahnoafc  hnmeiHatd(yiitf 
the  monthly  diseharge.  In  addition  to  the  fheta  atsted  abore,  be  elMW 
that  the  ohild  was  larger  than  most  of  her  former  ones,  and  the  bib«ia 
longer.  In  reply  to  the  objections  made  on  hia  ezaminatlon,  he  nrgsiiW 
she  was  oorreet  In  reckoning  fh>m  this  datom  in  all  ber  former  prspmiin 
and  again  in  a  succeeding  one. 

Another  was  that  of  Mrs.  N.,  who  was  nnwell  in  NoTomber,  in  1811  ftt 
recovered  on  the  16th,  and  had  no  subseqnent  appearanoe.  Her  Ishor  toA 
place  on  the  6th  of  October,  828  days  flrom  the  day  of  intermisaion. 

A  third  was  a  female  aged  upwards  of  forty,  who  had  not  borne  a  MA  Iv 
more  than  nine  years.  She  was  nnwell  for  the  last  time  in  March,  18& 
She  hoped  flrom  this  that  she  had  passed  the  oritical  period;  bntihii^f 
after  she  began  to  enlarge  in  site.  As  this  inereaaed,  it  was  ftared  thit 
ovarian  disease  might  be  present  Dr.  Merriman«  howerery  on  oTsmisi*^ 
at  a  period  when  the  catamenia  had  not  recurred  for  twelve  months,  Uui 
her  pregnant    She  was  safely  delivered  on  the  27th  of  September,  18Si 

There  is  a  Uble,  (taken  from  a  Thesis  of  Br.  Dubois,  in  1884,)  in  the  tM 
edition  of  Orfila,  Le9ons,  voL  L  p.  268,  which  abows  an  equal  irregolsiiij* 
It  is  compiled  from  the  narratives  of  fifty  femaUtt  and  ahowa  the  time  of  tki 
last  menstruation,  the  supposed  period  of  ooneepUon,  and  the  aotnal  dirito  tf 
delivery.  A  great  msjority  of  the  cases  ftU  within  the  nine  <^lfl«MinT  moaltK 
that  is,  calculating  from  the  period  of  oonoeption. 

See  also  the  facts  obtained  in  a  few  eases  at  the  Philadelpliia  Hoqiilsl»l9 
Dr.  BurwelL  (American  Journal  Medieal  SeieBoet,  N.  8.,  toL  viL  p  818.) 
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Dra.  Hopkins,  Dennison,  and  H,  Davis  were  believers  in 
protracted  gestation,  but  their  examinations  did  not  elicit  any 
very  poaitive  facta. 

Dr.  Elliotaon  had,  at  a  former  period,  delivered  lectures  on 
forensic  medicine  in  London,  and  the  result  of  bia  examina- 
tion for  thia  purpoae,  of  works  by  eminent  men  on  the  point 
in  question,  led  him  to  believe  it  possible. 

Mr.  Sabine  spoke  of  tlie  case  of  bia  own  wife.  Her  last 
menstruation  was  on  the  14th  of  September;  she  quickened 
in  the  second  week  of  January,  and  was  delivered  on  the  14th 
of  August,  being  a  ten  months'  case  if  we  date  from  the  14th 
of  October,  or  ten  months  and  a  half  if  from  the  middle  of  th6 
period. 

Mr.  Chinnocka  related  a  caae  of  n  female  who  exceeded  her 
calculation  eighteen  days,  but  the  particulars  were  not  suffi- 
ciently  investigated. 

Lastly,  Mr.  Hawkes,  an  accoucheur,  from  Oakhampton,  in 
Devonshire,  spoke  of  some  cases  of  forty-one  and  forty-two 
weeks,  but  no  definite  facts  were  given  by  bim.  He,  however, 
advanced  an  idea  that  pregnancy  continued  longer  with  malet 
than  females,  assigning  280  days  for  the  latter,  and  290  for 
the  former. 

Such  was  the  medical  testimony  in  the  famona  Gardner 
Peerage  Case.  I  need  scarcely  add,  that  it  waa  little  heeded 
in  the  decision,  that  was  founded  on  the  well-established  adul- 
tery  of  the  mother  of  Jadis,  and  the  son  of  Lord  Gardner,  by 
Mias  Smith,  obtained  the  peerage.* 

I  have  to  a  certain  degree  anticipated  the  concluding  pur^ 
poee  of  this  section,  viz.,  to  present  the  opinions  of  distin- 
gaiahed  accoucheurs.  It  would,  however,  be  incomplete,  were 
I  not  to  add  some  more  of  these,  and  for  a  reason  which  must 

*  Tot  the  deUilfi  of  Ibis  cue  I  am  indeble<]  (o  Dr.  tj%W»  "Medioftl  BtI- 
dcwie  reUliTB  lo  ibe  duralioD  of  humui  pregnSDOy,  ae  giron  tn  the  OtLrdoet 
Pcvragv  Cue,"  firel  aoil  second  editions.  buJ  (o  Lc  Marebnnt's  report  of  (h« 
pro«*ediDgt  of  the  ITouse  of  Lords  on  Ibe  clitimB  to  tlte  Baronj  of  G>rdD«r; 
UudoD,  1828.  (In  Ihe  Stale  Library.)  See  alio  Cyclopedia  of  PrmcUaal 
Hvdkliie,  art.  Sueeaiion.  The  tncdicul  student  wUl  find  reiDBrlii  on  tbU 
MtimoiifiD  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and  8urgieaIJournal,toL  xirii,  p.  100; 
•od  Uedioo<:binirgical  Beriaw,  »o!.  Ix.  p.  170. 
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probably  ere  this  have  occurred  to  the  reader.  Many  of  tbe 
cases  hitherto  enumerated  haye  the  stamp  of  adaltajoi 
them.  It  is  in  vain  to  urge  such  as  conclnsiTe  in  hvKtl 
protracted  gestation.  I  come  now  to  some  which  apyev 
unexceptionable  in  this  respect. 

The  first  I  shall  quote  is  from  Dr.  Dewees,  of  Philadclplik 
^^  The  husband  of  a  lady,  absent  seven  months  in  consecpieM 
of  embarrassments,  returned  clandestinely  one  nighty  andUi 
visit  was  known  only  to  his  wife,  his  mother,  and  Dr.  DewM 
She  was  within  one  week  of  her  menstrual  period,  whkhm 
not  interrupted,  but  the  next  one  was.  In  nine  months  ui 
thirteen  days  (forty-one  weeks)  from  the  date  of  the  visit,  die 
was  delivered  of  a  healthy  child."* 

In  a  subsequent  edition,  he  observes,  '^  I  have  had  efoj 
evidence  this  side  of  absolute  proof,  that  it  has  been  proloogrf 
to  ten  calendar  months,  as  an  habitual  arrangement  in  at  lent 
four  females ;  that  is,  each  went  one  month  longer  thu  de 
calculations  made  from  an  allowance  of  ten  or  twelve  diji 
after  the  cessation  of  the  last  menstrual  period,  and  from  die 
quickening,  which  was  fixed  at  four  months.  Besides,  a  cm 
within  a  short  time  has  occurred  in  this  city,  where  the  Itdf 
was  not  delivered  for  full  ten  months  after  the  departure  of 
her  husband  for  Europe ;  yet  so  well  and  so  justly  too  didtUi 
lady  stand  in  public  estimation,  that  there  did  not  attach  Ae 
slightest  suspicion  of  a  sinister  cause,  "f 

*  Dewees*  Midwifery,  p.  170.  If  February  be  included  in  the  aboTe-B» 
tioned  term,  it  will  be  283  days;  if  not,  285  or  286  days. 

f  Dewees'  Midwifery,  p.  180,  third  edition.  I  must  be  pardoned  in  UMrir 
ing,  that  the  case  adduced  by  Prof.  Dewees,  from  the  fourteenth  jotaaid 
the  New  England  Journal  of  Medicine,  is  not  applicable  to  the  present  ib- 
ject.  The  female  became  pregnant  April  1,  1822;  suffered  much  froms^- 
ness,  and  died  undelivered.  May,  1824.  On  dissection,  the  uterus  was  fosii 
diseased,  bearing  marks  of  inflammation,  and  a  full>grown  foetus  wts  di^ 
covered.  If  we  thus  bring  in  the  agency  of  disease,  we  at  once  decide  tte 
question,  and  aU  reasoning  on  the  healthy  state  of  the  parts,  and  the  eooii- 
quences  naturally  resulting,  is  at  an  end. 

Cases  somewhat  resembling  the  above  are  mentioned  by  Mr.  Cnlleii,  of  * 
female  who  bore  her  child  thirteen  months  from  the  time  of  her  last  mtf 
struation ;  when  delivered,  it  measured  between  nine  and  ten  inches,  vpA 
weighed  six  ounces.  (London  Medical  Gazette,  1829.)  Also  bj  Dr.  Homuii 
of  Boston,  of  a  female  who  supposed  herself  pregnant  in  September,  1837; 
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p'Professor  Desormeaux  gives  the  following  case  aa  occurring 
a  patient  whom  he  attended :  A  lady,  the  mother  of  three 
ihildren,  became  deranged  after  a  severe  fever.  Her  pbysi- 
cian  thought  that  pregnancy  might  have  a  beneficial  effect  oft 
the  mental  disease,  and  permitted  her  husband  to  visit  her, 
but  with  this  restriction,  that  there  should  be  an  interval  of 
three  months  between  each  visit,  in  order  that,  if  conception 
took  place,  the  risk  of  abortion  from  further  intercourse  might 
avoided,  Tlie  physician  and  attendants  made  an  exact 
of  the  time  when  the  husband's  visit  took  place.  As  soon 
symptoms  of  pregnancy  began  to  appear,  the  visits  were 
mtinued.  The  lady  was  closely  watched  all  the  time  by 
her  female  attendants.  She  was  delivered  at  the  end  of  nine 
calendar  months  and  a  fortnight,  and  Desormeanx  attended 
her.* 

Dr.  Hamilton,  Professor  at  Edinhurgh,  says :  "  In  one  case, 
many  years  ago,  the  lady  exceeded  the  tenth  revolution  of  the 
itmal  period  by  twelve  days,  another  lady  exceeded  it  by 
sen,  and  another  by  twenty-four  days.  The  latter  men- 
latcd  on  the  1st  of  August,  and  was  not  delivered  until  th© 
28th  of  June.  Anoiher  lady,  the  mother  of  a  largo  family, 
exceeded  her  period  by  above  a  fortnight.  On  the  4th  of 
■ch  her  husband  went  to  England,  where  he  resided  for 
le  months;  she  was  delivered  December  6th." 
Professor  Burns  observes :  "  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  equally 
lin  that  some  causes  which  we  cannot  explain  or  discover, 
have  the  power  of  retarding  the  process,  the  woman  carrying 
the  child  longer  than  nine  months,  and  the  child  when  bora 
being  not  larger  than  the  average  size.  How  long  it  is  poo- 
eible  for  labor  to  be  delayed  beyond  the  usual  time,  cannot  be 
easily  determined.     The  longest  term  I  have  met  with  is  ten 

bad  tl]  lis  tj'mploms  for  eeteral  monlbs,  but  betveen  Ibe  eixlli  and  teTealli 
llierc  WIS  >  greftt  diminution  areiie,  vhich  coDtiouetl  uclil  Ihe  ointh  monUu 
At  tUa  (ime  bIig  had  regular  labor-pains,  whiob  oouliuued  for  twCDty-four 
hour*!  when  thej  ceaied,  and  she  rcluruc-d  to  ber  uaunl  occupaUotis.  la 
SepUmber,  IS'2S,  sbo  was  Beiied  wiUi  uterine  bemorrbage  and  labor-puna; 
aad  a  feclus  ona  and  a  biUf  incb  long,  iritti  a  pUccota,  waa  expelled.  (Bm- 
tVB  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  to!,  ii.  p.  872.) 
•  Dr.  Grantillc,  in  Loncel,  N,  S.,  »ol.  t.  p.  il8. 
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calendar  months  and  ten  days,  dated  from  the  last  mantm- 
tion.  In  the  case  of  one  lady  who  went  this  length,  her  regs- 
lar  menstrual  period  was  five  weeks,  and  in  her  other  pregntn- 
cies,  she  was  confined  exactly  two  days  before  the  expinluni 
of  ten  calendar  months  after  menstruation."* 

Yelpeau  knew  a  woman  who  computed  that  she  wu  fov 
months  gone  when  she  came  to  his  amphitheatre.  He  & 
tinctly  felt  both  the  active  and  passive  motions  of  the  bkm, 
Appearances  of  labor  took  place  at  the  end  of  tl»  ninA 
month,  but  they  were  soon  suspended,  and  did  not  return  fir 
thirty  days.  She  then  languished  a  whole  week  before  tk 
was  delivered,  so  that,  in  fact,  this  took  place  on  the  SlOtk 

day.t 

Some  other  striking  C€tses  might  be  added  to  the  above,  lit 
enough,  I  presume,  have  been  given. 

To  the  long  list  already  noticed,  of  believers  in  the  doctrine 
of  protracted  gestation,  must  be  joined  the  names  of  Halhr, 
Zacchias,  Petit,  Harvey,  Mauriceau,  Smellie,  and  a  hoet  of 
what  may,  by  distinction,  be  called  the  elder  writers.  Among 
the  physicians  of  our  own  day,  may  be  mentioned  the  naiM 

*  Quoted  in  Cjolopedia  of  Practical  Medicine,  art.  Sueeeuion^  toL  if.  p.9llL 
Dr.  Hamilton  thinks,  *'that  if  the  character  of  the  woman  be  unexc^tMK 
able,  a  favorable  report  should  be  given  for  the  mother,  though  the  cUU 
should  not  be  produced  until  near  ten  calendar  months  after  the  death  ormUn 
aheence  of  the  husband.  He  used  to  say  in  his  lectures,  that  in  his  owa  pne- 
tice  he  never  knew  a  woman  to  exceed  the  eleTenth  menstrual  pcfioi* 
(Note  by  Dr.  Lyall,  in  his  Gardner  Peerage  Case,  p.  48.) 

We  have  now  the  published  opinion  of  Dr.  Hamilton.  In  his  Pndial 
Observations  on  subjects  relating  to  Midwifery,  the  following  remark  oecoi: 
<'I  am  quite  certain  that  the  term  allowed  by  the  Code  Napoleon,  TiL,IM 
days,  is  too  limited,"  and  he  is  inclined  to  regard  ten  calendar  mQitk% 
which  he  believes  to  be  the  established  usage  of  the  oonaiatorial  conn  tf 
Scotland,  as  a  good  general  rule.  (Page  59.) 

f  Yelpeau' s  Midwifery,  p.  246.  May  not  this  case  come  under  the  follov- 
ing  exception:  *' Professor  Jorg  especially  cautions  ub  against  miir^^Via^ 
protracted  parturition  for  protracted  preffnaney,**  One  case  is  mentioned  \fl 
him  where  labor  commenced  as  usual  on  the  280tli  day.  The  pains  vcft 
weak  and  accompanied  by  remissions,  and  labor  was  not  completed  util 
after  the  lapse  of  fourteen  days.  '*  Doubtless  a  case  of  this  kind  would  hsvf 
been  set  down  by  many  as  one  of  gestation  protracted  to  the  294th  diy.** 
(British  and  Foreign  Medical  Review,  voL  viL  p.  187.  See  the  caw  by  Dr. 
Bfanley,  mentioned  on  a  former  page.) 
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of  Fo(]ert5,  Capuron,  Richerand,  Oaiander,  Sprengel,  AdcloUf 
OrGla,  Mndume  Dolvin,  Ryau,  Montgomerj  and  Campbell.* 


•  Tboie  who  wieb  to  emmiiie  iliis  subjecl  furtber,  are  reforrcd,  in  addi- 
tion to  Ike  ftulhoritiea  already  qiio1e<I,  lo  Fodcrj,  Mclign-,  Loiiis,  Talcntinl, 
BehBrigiuB'  DisiertalJoD  in  SchlegFl,  toI.  It.  p.  232.  Dr.  Moatgomery 's  oasM, 
oMurrieg  under  hia  own  obaerTDtian.  one  protracted  to  3Q1  da;s  aod  tht 
Dlber  prubnblj  longer,  are  givf  n  in  hia  Signs  of  Preg^ancj,  p.  2T5,  elo. 

Acoortling  to  Vr.  Micbaclis,  of  Kiel,  protracted  geBlalion  was  epidrtnie  In 
the  Lying-in  Insliliition  of  tbat  city  for  tho  year  ending  Jul;,  181S.  Of  St 
CSMS.  there  were  19  in  whicli  the  pregnane;  exceeded  800  ds;s;  13,  u**r 
290  da;a:  IQ,  in  wbich  it  exceeded  2S0  dayij  10,  in  which  It  was  between 
260  kod  2S0  da;8j  nod  3  in  which  it  was  leas  tlian  2flO,  The  average  of  all 
lliese  is  263  days.   (Dungliaon's  Medical  InUlligencer,  vol.  i.  p.  296.) 

Among  indiTidual  caiei,  1  ma;  mention  Dr.  Collins',  at  LiTerpool,  in  182^ 
vhicli  be  considered  an  elcTcn  months'  pregnane;,  founded  on  the  last  ap- 
twannce  of  the  mcnaes,  but  particularly  on  an  examiaaiion  of  the  on  uteri, 
wbioh  he  found,  at  what  she  called  her  eighth  month,  wilb  difficult;  djslin- 
gaishable  from  the  bod;  of  the  uterua.  At  the  end  of  the  ninth,  it  Was  in 
some  degree  open,  flat,  and  atrelchcd.  9he  had  repeated  paina.  but  these 
went  awa;.  and  she  wna  not  deli lered  until  two  months  after.  She  bad  bees 
greatly  distressed  during  her  pregnancy,  and  Dr.  Collins  ia  dlapoaed  to 
•acribe  much  lo  tbia  cause.  (Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  .Tournnl,  toI. 
XXI.  p.  Uj.)  There  are,  botrerer,  xomc  doubLs  88  to  tbe  precise  length  of 
tkia  geslslioo.  (See  I.;all,  and  Medico-Chirurgical  Beview.  »ol.  ii.  p.  212.) 
Aim  a  cur  b;  P.  C  lllaokell,  (London  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.)  of  % 
fsmale  who,  in  the  beginning  of  December,  1820,  was  seiied  with  relobinp 
Knd  sickness  in  the  morning,  vertjgo,  pain,  and  leosion  in  the  breasll. 
During  four  succeseiTe  pregnancies  ahe  hnd  a  regular  monthly  discbargs, 
■nd  in  about  two  weeks  after  the  above  rclchinga.  she  had  this  again,  and  it 
continued  monthly  until  ahe  was  confined.  She  cxpocted  (his  in  September, 
1821,  bill  no  figns  of  labor  appeared.  In  October  sbo  waa  seized  with  pain 
In  the  region  of  the  lirer;  and  during  the  use  of  remedies,  experienced 
notion  fur  the  Grat  time.  On  the  23d  of  December,  1821,  ahe  was  dellrcred 
of  two  male  infants,  with  separate  placenln,  nnd  each  weighed  about  eight 
pounds.  (Boston  Medics]  and  Surgical  Journal,  vol.  ii.  p.  153.)  By  Dr. 
B7*l>,  of  a  female  who  menstruated  ihe  laat  week  in  February,  182(i,  quick- 
ened in  July,  but  instead  of  being  delivered  in  NoTcmber,  had  spurious  paim 
tlirougk  it  and  tbe  two  aucoeediog  months.  The  child  was  not  bora  until 
Febrnar;  2H,  1H2T.  (Medical  Jurisprudence,  p.  14G.)  Dr.  Cabipbell,  In  hk 
Midwifery,  alntes  that  he  has  seen  protracted  cases  II,  13,  and  18  dayi 
beiyond  nine  caleodar  moDibs.  He  adds,  Ihal  tbe  onener  an  indiTidual  ia 
Unprvgnaied,  the  more  likely  ia  the  geaialion  to  be  prolonged.  "In  feoalBa 
who  are  pregnant  for  the  first  time,  geslalion  seldom  exoeeda  nine  months 
\j  more  than  a  week."  (Page  TI.) 

In  eppoaition  to  the  above  examples,  1  add  Ihe  foUowing,  recenll;  reported 
bj  ProfMsor  HoSeen,  of  Bowdoin  College.     Ha  was  Donsult«d  in  a  ewe  of 

Vol.  I.  40 
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rV.  Of  the  latDi  of  various  eountrieM  an  the  tul^ect  of 

legitinMCff. 

The  Roman  law  did  not  consider  an  infant  legitimate  iltiA 
was  born  later  than  ten  months  after  the  death  of  the  bihcr, 
or  the  dissolution  of  the  marriage.*  Such  was  also  the  FratA 
law  prior  to  the  reTolution. 

The  Prussian  civil  code  declares  that  an  infant  bom  ikm 
hundred  and  two  days  after  the  death  of  the  husband  ikil 
be  considered  legitimate,  and  a  case  has  occurred,  where  om 
born  three  hundred  and  forty-three  days  after  the  death  of  tk 
husband,  was  adjudged  a  bastard  by  the  legislcUive  eommium 
of  that  country.f 

The  civil  code  now  in  force  in  France  contains  the  follof- 
ing  provisions:  The  child  bom  in  wedlock  has  the  hosbud 
for  its  father.  He  may,  however,  disavow  it,  if  he  can  pron 
that  from  the  800th  to  the  180th  day  before  its  birth,  he  m 
prevented,  either  by  absence  or  some  physical  impossibOitj, 
from  cohabiting  with  his  wife.  An  infant  bom  before  180 
days  after  marriage,  cannot  be  disavowed  by  him  in  the  fol- 
lowing cases:  1.  When  he  had  knowledge  of  his  wife's  preg- 
nancy before  marriage.  2.  When  he  assisted  at  the  act  rf 
birth,  and  signed  a  declaration  of  it.  8.  When  the  infant  is 
declared  not  capable  of  living.  Lastly,  the  legitimacy  of  an 
infant  born  800  days  after  the  dissolution  of  the  marriage^ 
may  be  contested. X 

It  will  be  observed  that  by  the  last  section  the  child  bom 
after  300  days  is  not  positively  declared  a  bastard,  bat  b 

retroversion  of  the  uterus  of  the  most  obstinate  nature.  It  had  proktk^ 
occurred  nearly  a  year  preyious  to  his  Tisit.  After  a  patient  and  vtU- 
managed  application  of  means,  the  complaint  was  in  a  great  degree  remorti 
During  all  this  time  she  had  been  at  Topsham,  the  residence  of  Profcnar 
McKeen,  eight  miles  from  her  home.  She  now  wrote  for  her  husband,  vi 
on  Saturday,  the  81st  of  May,  he  arrived,  and  she  returned  with  him  intk 
afternoon.  On  the  28d  of  February  succeeding,  (8  calendar  months  aaii^ 
days,  or  270  days,)  she  was  safely  delivered  of  a  son.  (Boston  Medietl  tfd 
Surgical  Journal,  vol.  xii.  p.  264.) 

*  Foder^,  vol.  ii.  p.  111.  f  Metigor,  pp.  427, 4291 

X  Code  CiTil,  MoUont  812,  814,  816. 
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itimaey  may  be  conietted.     And  Capuron,  in  remarking  on 
is,  obsen-cB  that  it  would  probably  be  deemed  legitimate  if 
legal  investigation  should  take  place.* 
The  following  case  was  adjudicated  under  its  proviaions:— 
Gatharine  Berard  was  married  on  the  25th  of  July,  1806, 
Francois  Chappellet,  who,  about   six  months   after,  was 
liaed  with  a  pleurisy,  and  languishing  with  it  about  eight 
lys,  died  on  the  20th  of  January,  1807.     On  the  Sd  of  Do- 
Lber  of  the  same  year,  and  316  days  after  his  death,  she 
delivered  of  a  child,  of  which  she  declared  the  deceased 
lappellet  the  father.     An  application  was  made  to  the  court 
Chambery  for  the  property  to  which  this  birth  entitled  her, 
id  it  was  resisted  by  the  relatives  of  the  husband,  on  the 
Iproand  of  illegitimacy.     She  pleaded  their  cmcl  usage  during 
her  widowhood,  the  state  of  poverty  and  sorrow  to  which  she 
was  reduced  by  their  treatment,  and  the  fact  that  at  the  ex- 
piration of  nine   months   she   had   experienced  labor-pains, 
which  continued  until  the  middle  of  the  tenth,  as  explanatory 
of  this  protracted  gestation.     The  court,  after  quoting  the 
article  in  question  from  the  Napoleon  code,  argued  that  it 
gave  the  child  a  provieionary  legitimacy  until  the  contrary  was 
proved  by  concurring  facta  and  circumstances.     They  further 
observed,  that  the  term  of  gestation  in  this  case  did  not  ex- 
ceed that  allowed  by  many  celebrated  physicians  as  possible, 
and  remarked  that  the  widow  must  have  been  in  a  state  of 
iw  and  languor,  in  consequence  of  the  treatment  of  her 
latives,  and  thus  the  fcetus  was  probably  retarded.     Accord- 
igly,  on  the  14th  of  April,  1808,  a  decree  was  pronounced, 
declaring  the  child  legitimate.     An  appeal  was  taken  from  it 
to  the  court  of  appeals  at  Grenobl*. 

The  court,  in  their  arrH  textuel,  observe  that  as  the  315th 

;icle  of  Napoleon  code  declares  that  the  legitimacy  of  the 

Id  horn  300  days  after  the  dissolution  of  marriage  may  be 

itested,  it,  by  impUcation,  destroys  its  claim  in  a  disputed 

CKse,  and  affixes  a  term  beyond  which  gestations  are  to  be 

deemed  illegitimate.     Again,  the  228th  and  296tb  articles  of 

ibc  same  code,  forbid  a  widow  or  divorced  female  to  marry 

•  Pmge  281. 
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until  ten  months  after  the  difisolation  of  marrii^  Here 
again  the  term  of  800  days  appears  to  be  pointed  ont  y 
the  longest  period  allowed  to  pregnancy.  The  father,  ak, 
by  the  812th  article,  is  permitted  to  disavow  the  child  if  k 
proves  a  physical  impossibility  of  cohabiting  with  his  wifek 
ten  months  previous.  The  court  contend  that  the  conteitiBg 
of  the  legitimacy  on  the  part  of  the  relatiyes  is  equtvileit 
to  the  disavowal  on  the  part  of  the  pntative  father,  and  on- 
clude  with  remarking,  that  any  extension  beyond  the  temef 
800  days  must  prove  dangerous  to  morals  and  the  repose  ef 
families.  They  therefore  declared  the  chUd  in  question  ilk- 
gitimate.* 

The  Scotch  law  is  concise  and  decisive.  ^'  To  fix  bastaidf 
on  a  child,  the  husband's  absence  must  continue  till  within  nx 
lunar  months  of  the  birth,  and  a  child  bom  after  the  tendi 
month  is  accounted  a  bastard."f 

I  am  enabled  to  add  some  cases  illustrative  of  its  adnunis- 
tration.  James  Sandy  was  married  to  Margaret  Bain  on  die 
14th  of  March,  1819,  and  died  on  the  third  of  April  thereifter. 
Bain  was  delivered  of  a  child  on  the  morning  of  the  Istef 
February,  1820,  being  9  calendar  months  and  29  days  fron 
the  death  of  Sandy.  The  brother  of  the  deceased  took  pos- 
session of  the  property,  and  action  was  brought  against  him 
by  the  tutor  of  the  child.  Lord  Meadowbank,  as  Lord  Orfi- 
nary,  reported  in  favor  of  the  brother,  on  the  ground  that 
lunar  months  were  meant  in  the  civil  law,  and  consequentlj  in 
the  law  of  Scotland.  A  different  opinion  was  entertabed  by 
Lord  Gillies,  who  found  ^'  that  the  lapse  of  9  calendar  montb 
and  29  days  is  not  suflScient,  per  $e,  to  overturn  the  presmnp- 
tion  of  the  child's  legitimacy."     It  was,  however,  urged  Aat 


*  Causes  C61^bre8,  par  Maurice  Mcjan,  vol.  yI.  pp.  98  to  120. 

f  Erskine^s  Institutes  of  the  Laws  of  Scotland,  quoted  in  the  Ediabvih 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  toI.  i.  p.  884.  Dr.  Campbell  (Midwifcfj, 
p.  71,)  disapproves  of  the  first  part  "The  latter  period  I  conceive  to  bei» 
more  than  just,  but  the  former  certainly  affords  too  great  a  latitude.  Hmr 
is  not  a  well-authenticated  case  on  record  of  a  child  being  reared,  when  bon 
in  the  middle  of  the  seventh  month,  far  leas  the  conclusion  of  the  sixth.  I 
think  six  months  and  three  weeks  is  the  earUest  period  that  oaght  to  be 
admitted." 
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tandy  had  froia  an  early  period  of  life  been  con6ned  to  bfij^  I 
I  diat  he  was  incapnble  of  procreation,  and  that  Buiu  waB  a  I 
I- woman  of  imuioral  babita.  The  court  allowed  proof  of  tbese  I 
I  idlegatioDS,  "on  advising  which,  they  waived  the  gooeral  pointy  j 
I.And  in  respect  of  the  evidence,  assoilized  the  defenders.*' 
k^Found  for  the  defendant.)* 

In  the  case  of  Stewart  v.  McKeand,  (Court  of  Session  De»  j 

l-^ions,  August,  17T4,)  the  prosecutor  must  Lave  gone  eleveif   [ 

riDonths,  or  it  is  impossible  that  the  defender  could  he  the 

bthor.     The  court,  after  stating  that  the  period  being  thiiM 

Bzed  and  ascertained,  repudiated  the  idea  of  the  climate  o^ 

^Scotland,  as  had  been  urged  by  counsel,  having  the  effect  of 

protracting  the  term  of  gestation   beyond  nine  months.     Ntf 

kottish  lawyer  ever  carried  the  term  of  legitimacy  beyond 

1  months,  f  ! 

In  another  instance,  the  husband  had  been  in  the  West   | 

bdies  since  1822,  and  on  the  6th  of  December,  1824,  thv 

rife  was  delivered  of  a  child,  of  which  she  alleged  one  Robert-* 

|on  to  be  the  father.     According  to  Robertson's  statement,  h» 

irived  at  Perth  on  the  30th  of  April,  1824,  and  "about* 

lonth  afterwards  or  bo"  had  connection  with  the  female.. 

!his  was  about  six  months  and  six  days  before  the  birth  of 

»  child,  and  he  offered  to  prove  that  it  was  full  grown.    Bnfr 

the  court  held,  that  the  legal  presumption  was,  that  he  ha4 

eoDnection  on  the  day  of  bis  arrival,  and  the  interval  was  thea' 

u4^ht  lunar  months,  excepting  four  days.     The  vagueness  of 

)  plea,  with  the  oatb  of  the  mother,  induced  a  decision  that 

B  should  support  the  child.     The  proof  that  the  child  wtf 

1  grown  at  birth  was  refused. J 

,  A  case  involving  this  question  was  recently  brought  beforv 

ft  House  of  Lords,  in  England,  on  appeal  from  the  Scotott 

It  is  reported  in  Shaw  and  Maclean's  Scotch  Coses^ 

^  Innw  V.  Innes.    Without  referring  to  the  other  details,  it  i* 
fficient  to  state  that  Mr.  Innes,  the  supposed  father,  leflF 


<•  Suidjr  V.  StLnij.     Cues  in  the  Court  of  Senion,  tdI.  ii.  p,  406. 

f  Ii«  Uandiuil,  Keporl  of  Ibe  Qanloer  Pterage  Cub,  AppeoUix.  p.  3ST. 

I  Robcrtioo  >.  Pelrie.     Cmcb  in  the  Court  oC  SeMion,  joX.  ir,  p.  S88. 


I 


6tt  LMixnuor« 

Bdinbiirgli  on  the  ITih  of  June,  1826,  thst  he  departed  fin 
London  for  the  continent  on  the  26th  of  that  month,  thit  b 
retorned  to  Edinburgh  on  the  19th  of  September,  and  the  q^ 
pellant  was  bom  on  the  14th  of  AprO,  1827.  From  the  ITik 
of  Jane  to  the  14th  of  April,  are  nine  calendar  monlhi  al 
27  days,  or  801  days.  From  the  19th  of  September  to  tfa 
14th  of  April,  there  are  207  days,  being  aeyen  hmar  BflBdi 
and  thirteen  days. 

It  was  not  contended,  or  if  contended,  the  plea  was  ali» 
doned,  that  this  was  a  prematore  birth,  ainoe  it  waa  profeily 
Dr.  Thompson,  who  deliTcred  the  mother,  that  the  appdyt 
was  *^a  full-grown  birth."  The  question,  therefore,  wueofr 
jBned  to  the  point  of  protracted  gestation,  and  on  this,  ths  Al- 
lowing testimony  was  presented : — 

Far  the  pur$uer$j  (plaintiff,)  Dr.  James  Hamilton,  Jr.,  pkf- 
aician  in  Edinburgh,  Professor  of  Mid¥rifer7  in  the  UniTenitf 
of  Edinburgh,  depones,  that  he  thinks  that  ten  dleodir 
months  is  an  unusually  long  period  of  gestation,  but  Ml  bj 
any  means  without  precedent ;  that  in  the  coarse  of  Ik  pnA- 
tice,  he  has  had  occasion  to  know  a  very  few  cases  of  ndk 
protracted  gestation,  with  regard  to  which  he  could  entertm 
no  doubt;  that  he  has  known  one  case  of  a  patient  panisK 
eleven  menstrual  periods  by  seven  *days ;  tluit  by  calendir 
months,  the  deponent  means  consecutive  months,  beginniiigat 
any  one  month  in  the  year.  Interrogated  for  the  defenden, 
whether  the  number  of  cases  which  he  has  known  in  whidi 
gestation  was  protracted  to  ten  calendar  months,  has,  in  \k 
experience,  been  so  great  as  one  in  a  thousand?  Depones,  eo^ 
tainly  not.  Interrogated,  whether  it  may  have  been  one  osfc 
of  two  thousand,  or  three,  or  four,  or  five  thousand  ?  Dep<Hitf, 
that  it  is  impossible  to  answer  this,  because  a  person  does  not 
think  of  keeping  a  list.  Interrogated,  whether  in  compntiDg 
the  period  of  gestation,  a  medical  man  must  not  necesssrilj 
depend  on  the  statements  of  the  woman,  as  to  the  period  bm 
which  conception  is  supposed  to  commence?  Depones,  tkt 
the  information  obtained  from  the  patient  relates  to  the  dite 
of  the  last  menstruation. 

Dr.  John  Moir,  Surgeon  to  the  Lying-in  Hospital,  ESdin- 
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In  a  case,  during  the  eighteenih  year  of  Biehaid  IL^Aa> 
drewB,  the  husband,  died  of  the  plagne.  Hia  wife,  who  wm% 
lewd  woman,  was  deliyered  of  a  child  forty  weeks  and  ta 
days  after  the  death  of  the  husband.  Yet  the  child  wm  A 
judged  legitimate  and  heir  to  Andrews,  for  pariUB  paiM  fm 
trahi  ten  days  ex  aeeidetite.* 

Henry  Cook  died  on  the  14th  of  January,  1780,  and  oa  tti 
9th  of  Noyember,  1780,  following,  (forty-three  weeks,  ei«|t 
one  day,)  his  widow  was  deliyered  of  a  son.  A  trial  was  hM^ 
and  the  jury  found  this  posthumous  child  to  be  the  hmfr 

law.t 

It  is  eyident,  howeyer,  from  the  remarks  of  Lord  Eldoa « 
the  Gardner  Peerage  Case,  (Le  Marchant^  p.  286,)  thst  dJi 
case  ought  not  to  haye  been  reported  as  a  valid  deciakarf 
an  English  court  of  law  in  fayor  of  a  period  so  protnctai 
^^The  yerdict  was  a  matter  of  indifference^  except  so  far  as  k 
identified  a  necessary  party." 

Within  a  few  years,  the  Gardner  Peerage  Case,  and  Ai 
following,  are  all  that  I  can  find  mentioned  in  the  English  kt 
books: — 

^*ln  the  ^Obseryer,'  Sunday  newspaper,  for  Septembers^ 
1827,  a  trial  for  seduction,  Anderton  t;.  Whitaker,  is  reportoi 
The  following  eyidence  is  stated  to  haye  been  giyen  bytke 
female:  ^It  was  on  the  8th  of  January  that  I  had  the  inti- 
macy with  the  defendant,  but  neyer  had  any  before  or  mstJ 
The  child  was  bom  on  the  18th  of  October — ^284  days  firan 
the  time  of  conception."^ 

In  Andrews  v.  Askey,  (Carrington  and  Payne's  Reports^ 

*  There  is  a  tall  report  of  the  case  of  Andrews,  in  Croke  Jao.,  p.  54L  B 
is  stated  that  '*the  husband's  father  abused  her,  and  caused  her  to  Ue  iitto 
streets ;  and  three  physicians  (two  of  them  doctors  of  physio)  made  out  tkil 
the  child  came  in  time  oonyenient  to  be  the  child  6f  the  dead  partj;  ni 
that  it  is  usual  for  a  woman  to  go  nine  months  and  ten  dajs,  ie. 
months  at  thirtj  days,  and  not  lunar  months.  And  that  by  reason  of 
of  strength  in  the  woman  or  child,  or  from  fH  usag^,  she  might  be  a  longir 
time,  Tiz.,  to  the  end  of  ten  days  or  more.  And  the  physicians  ftirthir 
affirmed,  that  a  perfect  birth  may  be  at  seyen  months.*'  This  ease  is  sbi 
reported  under  the  title  of  Alsop  o.  Bowtrell  or  Bontram,  and  I  rather  think 
also  under  that  of  Alson  v,  Stacey. 

f  Brown's  Chancery  Cases,  toI.  iiL  p.  840. 

X  Dr.  Merriman,  in  Medioo-Chirurgieal  Transactions,  toL  «<«  p.  610. 
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rol.  viil.  p.  7,}  where  the  action  was  for  Bedaction,  the  injured 
fetnitle  deposed  that  the  last  connection  was  on  the  1st  of 
Januarj',  1836,  and  that  the  child  was  born  on  the  20th  of 
October,  1836.  Sergeant  Talfonrd,  in  reply  to  this  objec- 
tion, remarked  that  "such  things  do  happen  BometimcB,  and 
oftencr  I  helieve  in  the  first  instance  than  at  any  Bubsequent 
time." 

In  LuEcomhe  v.  Prettyjohn,  {Lancet,  N.  S.,  vol.  xxvi.  p. 
729,)  also  for  seduction,  the  female  deposed  that  the  first  con- 
nection took  place  on  the  13th  of  January,  1838,  and  the  last 
on  the  9th  of  February.  The  child  was  horn  on  the  6th  of 
Decemher,  and  was  full  grown.  The  period  of  gestation, 
taking  the  latest  period,  was  42  weeks  and  5  days.  The  Ter- 
dict  wns  in  favor  of  the  female. 

And  again,  "  In  the  case  of  Catterall  v.  Catterall,  decided 
in  the  consistory  court,  in  which  the  husband  proceeded 
■gainst  the  wife  for  a  divorce  on  the  ground  of  adultery,  the 
main  proof  was  that  a  child  bad  been  horn  twdre  months 
after  ihe  husband  had  left  his  wife  in  New  South  Wales,  for 
the  purpose  of  proceeding  to  this  country.  Dr.  Lushington, 
without  entering  into  the  question  of  protracted  gestation, 
pronounced  for  the  divorce.  (London  Med.  Gazette,  vol.  xl. 
p.  159.) 

I  have  already  mentioned  that,  like  the  English,  we  have  no 
law  on  this  subject,  and  I  can  find  scarcely  any  Amerioan 
cases  that  have  been  adjudicated.  There  ia,  however,  one  re- 
ported in  the  American  Journal  of  Med.  Sciences,  occurring 
in  Pennsylvania,  in  which  the  doctrine  of  protracted  gestation 
ia  affirineii;*  and  I  refer  to  the  next  section  for  another  that 
has  a  bearing  on  this  same  subject. 

•  Aiut^rion  Journal  ot  Aled.  Soieauea,  N.  S.,  ToL  xii.  p.  536.  Tbc  otsa 
Wka  tried  berore  Ihe  Hon  Ellis  LeKia,  Tor  wboao  legil  Icaromg  &nd  tftlenla 
I  hate.  ID  aoather  p&rt  of  Lbis  work,  profeaaed  m;  great  respect.  The  femde 
«u  UDlwirned:  (he  last  caniieolioa  was  on  the  23il  o(  Marofa,  1645,  aad  th« 
ebUd  w«B  bom  OD  Iba  30lh  of  January,  1846;  an  interrBl  or  SI3  da;a.  JudgA 
Le«ia,  Id  bis  obarge,  ailiocaled  ihe  potaihilit;  or  prulruuled  geslalion  from 
dulLar  pheDomena  among  Tcgelnble  produclions,  and  the  mammalia,  ftnd  the 
dariationa  in  arriTal  at  raaluril;  with  the  female.  Thus  considering  lh« 
Meuirence  sa  not  impinnbtt,  he  left  the  orodibiliij'  of  (bo  wiiacae  with  the 
Jnrj ,  and  they  founil  for  her. 
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Messrs.  Hargraye  and  Bntler,  in  commenting  on  the  eidf 
English  cases,  observe  that  ^' these  precedents,  so  fkr  tna 
corroborating  Lord  Coke's  limitation  of  the  uUimum  tmfm 
pariendi  (forty  weeks)  do,  upon  the  whole,  rather  tonlto 
show  that  it  hath  been  the  practice  in  our  courts  to  comIv 
forty  weeks  merely  as  the  more  tuual  time,  and  conseqaa% 
not  to  decline  exercising  a  discretion  of  allowing  a  logt 
space,  where  the  opinion  of  physicians  or  the  circomstiBoei 
of  the  case  have  so  required."*  If,  then,  a  contested  cm 
should  ever  arise  in  our  courts,  the  opinion  of  medial  mi 
must  be  brought  forward  to  decide  it.  What  that  opinioD  ^ 
my  readers  have  seen  in  the  present  and  former  sections.  A 
majority  of  writers,  at  least,  are  believers  in  protracted  goti- 
tion. 

And  now  I  may  be  permitted  to  inquire,  whether  it  is  m- 
tended  to  give  this  belief  its  full  force  and  application?  hi 
intended  that  in  a  case  tainted  with  the  suspicion  of  tdri- 
tery,  nay,  its  certainty,  a  child  shall  be  legitimated,  althoq^ 
born  eleven  months  after  absence  or  sudden  death  I  Vl 
physicians,  like  Dr.  Qranville,  in  the  Gtirdner  Case,  tdl  di 
court  that  they  see  nothing  impossible  in  this?  If  80,aiil 
the  knowledge  of  this  opinion  extends  among  the  commimitf, 
where  will  be  the  security  of  succession  ?  Or,  even  TOring 
this,  what  must  be  its  effects,  when  generally  understood,  on 
public  morals? 

Being  in  the  minority,  I  am  not  authorized  to  propose  aif 
positive  rules.  I  may,  however,  quote  some  remarks  frosi 
believers  in  this  doctrine,  that  deserve  every  consideration. 

''At  the  same  time,  we  must  add,  that  the  cases  which  to 
us  appear  to  carry  with  them  the  fullest  demonstration  of  titor 
truth,  are  those  in  which  the  ordinary  term  was  not  exceeded 
by  more  than  three  or  four  weeks,  "f 

"If  the  possibility  or  probability  of  its  being  prolonged  is 
conceded,  it  does  not  follow  that,  in  actual  practice,  judgment 


*  Blaoksione,  however,  intixoates  that  a  child  bom  after  forty  veeki,  is 
megitlmate.    He  cites  Britten  for  this ;  bat  the  coeditors  remark,  that 
this  writer  seems  to  extend  it  in  some  degree  bejond  forty  weeks. 

t  Montgomery,  in  Cyclopedia  of  Practical  Medioinoy  art.  Suce$ttm, 
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■faould  go  upon  the  general  probability  of  the  event,  as  a  fact 
in  physiology.  On  the  contrary,  siace  in  the  abstract  more 
disorder  would  be  occasioned  in  society  by  admitting  the 
geoeral  principle  as  adequate  to  decide  special  cases  than  by 
rejecting  it  altogether,  we  conceive  that  if  a  definite  period  la 
not  fixed  by  law,  proof  of  the  special  probability,  or  improba- 
bility should  be  required  in  each  case."* 

If  these  opinions  are  acted  upon,  it  may  prove  a  happy  cir- 
oninstance  that  we  have  do  laws  on  the  subject.  Juries  will 
generally  dispose  justly  in  suspicious  cases. 

V.  Of  »ome  questions  relating  to  paternity  and  filiation. 

These  form  a  proper  supplement  to  the  present  chapter,  from 
Uieir  connection  with  its  leading  subject. 

It  might  be  supposed  that  common  decency,  as  well  as  a 
proper  respect  for  the  opinions  of  mankind,  would  prevent 
ttose  sudden  marriages  which  sometimes  take  place  immedi- 
ntely  after  the  death  of  a  former  husband.  There  have,  how- 
ever, been  females  in  all  countries  who  have  disregarded  these 
reetraints,  and  united  themselves  to  a  second  partner  before 


1 


*  Edinburgh  Medioal  and  Surgical  Joitroal,  vol.  uvii.  p.  114.  Thewhala 
of  the  article  from  which  this  extract  is  taken  is  irell  vorlh;  of  an  attenlive 
paniBSl.     It  is  a  reTJew  of  the  eviclencB  in  the  Oardnar  Cose. 

[In  the  nature  of  the  case  there  can  be  no  positLva  legal  rule  upon  tha 
qaestioD.  It  is  goTemed  by  nalural  laws;  and  whea  the  legitimacy  of  oif- 
Vpring  is  to  he  inquired  into,  it  must  be  determined  as  a  ^alion  of  fact,  and 
tllAI  is  peculiarly  (he  office  of  the  jar;.  Blaclistone,  speaking  of  thoie  wbo 
■TB  14  be  considered  legitimate  children,  is,  therefore,  not  precise  on  tbia 
qoestioD  of  limt.  His  definition  is,  "k  legitimate  cbild  ia  be  that  is  born 
In  1ft wful  wedlock,  or  wiihin  a  c</mpttint  timo  uflernardi."  (1  Itlackstone's 
Com.,  440.)  The  facts  and  circums lances  of  the  particular  case,  with  the 
opinioD  of  medical  men  thereon,  seems  to  bs  all  that  is  required  by  la<r, 
And  their  sufficiency  is  a  matter  to  be  left  to  tlie  jury. 

The  ReTised  Statutes  of  tlie  Stale  of  New  Yoilc  hare  the  following  pro- 
Tieions  as  to  tine  on  this  subject: — 

I  1.  Erery  child  jAaiifif  dteuifrf  a  bastard,  within  the  meaning  of  this  title, 
will)  shall  be  begotten  and  born, — 

I.  Out  af  lawful  matrimony. 

!.  While  the  husband  of  its  mother  continn«d  absent  out  of  (hia  State  for 
otu  vhols  t/ear  previous  to  such  birth,  separate  ft'om  its  mother,  and  leaving 
her  during  that  time,  oontinuing  and  residing  in  this  Stale.] 


n 


the  ^  first  brief  week  of  moarniiig  is  expired."  Beridn  tb 
injorj  that  Buch  cases  prodaoe  on  the  public  manneni  tbotii 
a  difficulty  which  may  arise  in  a  legal  Tiew.  Sh€  mag  k  i^ 
livered  of  a  child  before  the  expiration  of  ten  flMHtJb  fm 
the  death  of  the  firet  hu^ndj  and  the  question  then  omb 
as  to  the  paternity  of  the  infant. 

The  Romans  endeavored  to  preyent  this,  by  forbidding  lb 
widow  to  marry  until  after  the  expiration  of  ten  months;  mi 
this  term  was  prolonged  by  the  emperors  Gratiaa  and  Yikv 
tinian  to  twelve.  This  law  has  been  imitated  in  the  pnMl 
French  code,  which  also  forbids  the  marriage  before  \m 
full  months  have  elapsed  since  the  diasolation  of  the  pranM 
one.* 

But  if  these  laws  are  transgressed,  or  if  there  be  no  kn 
(as  in  England  and  our  own  country)  against  such  precqiitili 
connections,  whom  shall  we  declare  to  be  the  father  of  ds 
child?  I  will  answer  this  by  citing  some  eases,  and  thenMi- 
tion  the  laws  in  force. 

About  the  period  when  the  plague  broke  out  in  Naples,  IM 
Antoine,  aged  forty,  married  Jeronime,  a  young  lady,  aadii 
the  second  day  after,  died  of  that  fatal  disease.  ADieDo^i 
relative  and  intimate  friend  of  the  widow,  having  obtained  ds 
necessary  dispensation,  married  her  immediately  afterwarii 
She  was  delivered  of  a  child  two  hundred  and  seventy-thne 
days  after  the  consummation  of  the  marriage  with  Antoina^ 
aud  two  hundred  and  sixty-eight  after  her  union  with  Anidk^ 
being  in  the  one  case  thirty-nine  weeks,  and  in  the  otkr 
thirty-eight.  The  question,  who  was  the  father  of  the  ckUf 
was  put  to  Zacchias. 

In  order  to  solve  the  difficulty,  he  canvassed  the  conditioi 
of  the  two  husbands,  the  mother,  and  the  child.  Antoine,  b 
observes,  was  of  a  feeble  constitution,  and  his  marriage  waiA 
forced  one,  and  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the  female^  who  vu 


*  Foder^,  Yol.  ii.  p.  205.  "The  same  constitation,"  sajt  BlMkitoMh 
'*wa8  probably  handed  down  to  our  earlj  ancestors  from  the  Romans,  dafUC 
their  staj  in  this  island,  for  we  find  it  established  under  the  Saxoa  lad 
Danish  goTemments.  SU  omnit  vidua  sint  marito  duodeeim  mmnms."  (BImIl- 
itone,  ToL  i  p.  467.)    It  was  the  law  before  the  oonqueat. 
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attached  to  Aniello.  The  latter  was  strong  and  robust.  The 
wife  ataled  that  the  consurnmatioa  of  the  first  marriage  was 
attended  with  a  discharge  of  blood,  which  she  attributed  to 
menstruation,  that  in  the  interval  of  her  widowhood  it  had 
slightly  returned,  but  never  after  the  second  marriage.  Now, 
from  this,  it  might  be  supposed  that  as  menstruation  had 
not  returned  regularly  since  the  first  marriage,  the  preg- 
nancy was  caused  by  Antoine.  Zaccbias,  however,  supposes 
that  the  sanguineous  discharge  was  the  consequence  of  deflo- 
ration, and  that  as  she  received  the  advances  of  her  first  hus- 
band with  disgust,  the  suppression  might  arise  from  mental 
uneasiness.  He  attaches  no  importance  to  the  fact,  that  if 
the  child  was  the  son  of  the  second  husband,  the  period  of 
pregnancy  would  fall  far  short  of  nine  months,  and  thinks  it 
sufficiently  counterbalanced  by  the  youth  of  the  parties.  He 
therefore  decided  that  it  was  the  child  of  Aniello.* 

In  another  case,  a  widow  married  shortly  after  the  husband's 
death,  and  in  the  fifth  month  of  her  second  marriage  was  de- 
livered of  a  son,  who  survived.  He  was  baptized  by  the  name 
of  the  second  husband,  and  when  he  arrived  of  age,  claimed  to 
be  acknowledged  as  his  son,  and  to  be  supported  accordingly. 
The  tribunal  of  the  Rota,  after  taking  the  advice  of  physicians 
and  lawyers  on  the  subject,  decided  that  ho  was  not  the  off- 
spring of  the  second  marriage,  on  the  ground  that  a  five 
month's  birth  was  not  vlabley  or  could  not  have  survived. t 

There  are  also  some  English  cases  on  record.  In  the  18th 
of  Richard  II.,  a  woman,  immediately  after  the  death  of  the 
first  husband,  took  a  second,  and  had  issue  born  forty  weeks 
and  eleven  days  after  the  death  of  the  first  husband.  It  was 
beld  to  be  the  issue  of  the  second  husband.  In  another  in- 
stance, "Thecar  marries  a  lewd  woman,  but  she  doth  not  co- 
habit with  bim,  and  is  suspected  of  incontinency  with  Dun- 
comb.  Thecar  dies ;  Duncomb,  within  three  weeks  of  bis 
death,  marries  her,  and  two  hundred  and  eighty-one  days  and 
sixteen  hours  after  his  death  she  is  delivered  of  a  son.     Here 


*  ZMchiM,  Conailium,  No.  TS.     See  atao  No.  TG,  tot  a  loniewbal  ■inulU' 
>«M. 
t  Zaoehiu,  Deaisionci  Saarn  lloln  RomnDte,  No.  45. 
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it  was  agreed — 1.  If  she  had  not  married  Dimoomb,  iritlwift 
question  the  issue  should  not  be  a  bastard,  but  should  be  •!• 
judged  the  son  of  Thecar.  2.  No  averment  shall  be  neml 
that  Thecar  did  not  cohabit  with  his  wife.  8.  Though  it  ispoi- 
sible  that  the  son  might  be  begotten  after  the  husband's  dnA, 
yet  being  a  question  of  fact,  it  was  tried  by  a  jury,  ud  ik 
son  was  found  to  be  the  issue  of  Thecar/'^ 

The  English  law  on  this  subject  is  ihuB  explained  bjBhct 
stone  and  Coke :  **  If  a  man  dies,  and  his  widow  soon  aftv 
marries  again,  and  a  child  is  bom  within  such  a  time  as  Ait 
by  the  course  of  nature  it  might  have  been  the  child  of  Mm 
husband,  in  this  case  he  is  said  to  be  more  than  ordiDad|f 
legitimate,  for  he  may,  when  he  arrives  at  years  of  discretion 
choose  which  of  the  fathers  he  pleases/'f 

The  following  is  the  only  American  case  that  I  have  bett 
able  to  find : — 

Michael  Redlion,  by  his  last  will  and  testament,  beqneatM 
to  his  son  Christian  a  considerable  sum  of  money,  the  iasM 
of  which  were  to  be  paid  to  him  during  life,  and  at  his  dfliA, 
the  principal  to  go  to  his  children ;  but  if  he  died  witiwi 
lawful  issue,  then  the  same  was  to  go  to  the  other  children  «f 
the  said  Michael.     Christian  was  married  to  Catharine  SM 
in  the  spring  of  1825,  and  died  on  the  Ist  of  November,  ISSii 
His  widow,  Catharine,  was  married  to  Thomas  WoolTerta, 
the  defendant,  on  the  16th  of  March,  1826,  and  on  the  14d 
of  September,  1826,  the  said  Catharine  had  a  son  bom,  il» 
is  now  living.     The  question  for  the  jury  was,  who  vas  tbe 
father,  the  first  or  the  second  husband  ?     Christian  Redfin 
committed  suicide,  and  from  his  death  to  the  birth  of  the  diiU 
was  ten  months  and  fourteen  days,  and  from  the  marriage  e( 
Woolverton  to  the  birth  of  the  child,  six  months.     The  pl» 


*  HargraTe'8  notes,  ut  antea.    See  also  Croke  Jao.,  p.  686,  fbr  aa 
of  the  same  case. 

t  Blackstone,  Yol.  i.  p.  456.  Hargraye,  as  already  quoted,  and  iIm  li 
note  7  to  fol.  8,  a,  intimates  a  doubt  respecting  the  above  doctrine,  andin^ 
gests  that  one  of  the  cases  quoted  would  lead  to  the  opinion,  that  **tkidh 
cunutanees  of  the  case^  instead  of  the  choice  of  the  Utue^  skouid  dlefenamedbii 
the  father,"  This  certainly  would  seem  to  be  the  most  oorreot  mode  of  a^ 
dicating. 
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tiffs  irere  brothers  of  the  deceased,  and  entitled  to  the  above 
principal  in  case  of  his  djing  without  issue.  The  court 
charged  the  jarj  in  favor  of  the  plaintiffs  and  against  the 
child,  and  the  jury  brought  in  a  verdict  accordingly.* 

It  has  also  been  suggested  that  the  resemblance  of  the  child 
to  the  supposed  father  might  aid  in  deciding  these  doubtful 
cases.f  This,  however,  is  a  very  uncertain  source  of  reliance. 
Wo  daily  observe  the  moat  striking  difference  in  physical  traita 
between  the  parent  and  child,  while  individuals  bom  in  differ- 
ent quarters  of  the  globe  have  been  mistaken  for  each  other. 
And  even  as  to  malformations,  although  some  remarkable 
reeemblanccs  in  this  respect  have  been  noticed  between 
father  and  child,  yet  we  should  act  unwisely  in  relying  too 
much  on  them. J  There  is,  however,  a  circumstance  con- 
nected with  this,  which,  when  present,  should  certainly  defeat 
the  presumption  that  the  husband  or  the  paramour  is  the  father 
of  the  child,  and  that  is,  "  when  tho  appearance  of  the  child 
evidently  proves  that  its  father  must  have  been  of  a  different 
race  from  the  husband  or  paramour,  as  when  a  mulatto  is 
bora  of  a  white  woman  whose  husband  ia  also  white,  or  of  s 
black  woman  whose  husband  is  a  segro."§  It  was  on  this 
principle  that  a  curious  case  was  decided  in  New  York  some 
jears  sioce. 

Lucy  Williams,  a  mulatto  woman,  was  delivered  on  the  23d 
of  January,  1807,  of  a  female  bastard  child,  which  became  a 


*  John  and  Jacob  RedlioD  c  Woolverton.     Haiard'a  Begialer  of  PennijI- 
Tknia,  Tfll.  lii.  p,  S63,  June  4,  IgSl. 

t  Sre  Zavchias,  tdI.  i.  p   Ud;   and  V&letiliiii'a  Fudeeti,  vol,  i.  p.  148. 

RimailuJme  Nalorvn  etim  Parmlihui, 
**Dr.  Oregor;,  in  bis  Icclurea,  used  lo  relate  lo  his  olasa.  ia  order  to 
Isae  tbera  of  Ihe  reaemblance  which  lo  generallj  eiiila  belveen  pareau 
ebildren,  that  baTiog  beea  odcc  called  (o  >  dislsnt  pare  of  Sootland,  U 
TWt  ■  rich  Dableman,  ho  disPOTcTed,  in  ihe  oonfiguTBtion  of  hia  noae,  ui 
asact  reflerablancc  Id  that  of  the  Grand  Chbocellor  of  Scotl&nd  in  the  reign 
of  Charlea  I,,  as  rapresetiled  in  his  porlr&Iia.  On  laking  a  walk  through  the 
;•  aftar  dinaer.  (.he  doctor  reoogtiiwd  the  tiune  fonn  of  nose  in  aereral 
amriDg  the  coiinlr7  people;  and  Ibe  nobleman's  ateward,  who 
npanied  him.  infocnied  bim  thai  all  tlie  persons  he  bad  seen  were  de- 
•dtd  rrom  Ibe  Imslarda  of  Ibe  Qrand  Chancellor."  (Paris  kiid  Fon- 
Uan'tui'a  Molicat  Jurisprudenoe,  toI.  i.  p.  SSO.) 
{  Edinburgh  Medical  uid  Surgical  Journal,  vol.  L  p.  8S6. 


pmbfie  charge.  On  examination,  aooording  to  ov  lai%  ik 
stated  that  Alexander  Whistelo,  a  black  man,  was  the  &tkr 
of  it,  and  he  was  accordingly  apprehended,  for  the  purpw 
of  obtaining  from  him  the  necessary  indemni^  for  itii^ 
penses.  Seyeral  physicians  were  sommoned  before  the  pdM 
justices,  who  gave  it  as  their  opinion  that  it  was  not  hie  cU^ 
but  the  offspring  of  a  white  man.  Dr.  Mitchill,  hoisf^ 
thonght  it  possible,  nay,  probable,  that  Wliistelo  wn-fle 
father.  In  consequence  of  this  diversity  of  opinion,  As  ma 
was  brought  up  for  trial  before  the  mayor,  recorder,  and  aii^ 
ral  aldermen,  on  the  18th  of  Augost,  1808.  It  appein  ii 
evidence  that  the  color  of  the  child  was  somewhat  dul[,ta 
lighter  than  the  generality  of  mulattoes,  and  that  its  hair  m 
straight,  and  had  none  of  the  peculiarities  of  the  negro  iml 
Many  of  the  most  eminent  members  of  the  medical  proMa 
were  examined,  and  they  all,  with  the  exception  of  Dr.lfitdd; 
declared  that  its  appearance  contradicted  the  idea  that  it  iv 
the  child  of  a  black  man.  Dr.  Mitchill,  for  various  reiMa^ 
(for  which  I  refer  to  the  account  of  the  trial,)  placed  gMK 
fidth  in  the  oath  of  the  female,  and  persisted  in  his  befief  rf 
its  paternity,  although  he  allowed  that  its  appearance  iv«a 
anomaly.  The  mayor  (the  Hon.  De  Witt  Clinton)  sad  ds 
court  decided  in  favor  of  Whistelo.* 

In  a  case  before  Chancellor  Walworth,  in  1835,  a  man  U 
been  arrested  on  the  oath  of  a  female,  that  he  was  the  bftkr 
of  her  bastard  child,  and  being  unable  to  give  bail,  consentri 
to  marry  her.     It  was  now  urged,  in  order  to  annul  the  mu- 


*  See  a  pamphlet,  entitled  '*The  CommiBBioiiers  of  the  Alint-ho«ift 
Alexander  Whistelo,  a  black  man ;  being  a  remarkable  eaae  of  bailai^, 
tried  and  adjudged  by  the  mayor,  recorder,  and  serend  aldermen  of  the(S|f 
of  New  York,  etc.;"  New  York,  1808.  The  main  acope  of  Dr.  MitehiU'sttfi' 
ment  appears  to  haye  been,  that  as  alteration  of  complexion  hat  oeetaa* 
aUj  been  noticed  in  the  human  subject  (as  of  negroes  tondng  paitUtf 
white)  and  in  animals,  so  this  might  be  a  paraUel  instance. 

*'Dr.  Mitohill*s  opinion  on  Whistelo's  case  does  not  seem  entitled  to 
greater  estimation  than  that  of  a  poor  Irish  woman,  in  a  leoeat 
police  report,  who  ascribed  the  fact  of  her  haTing  brought  forth  a  tUA- 
lipped,  wooUj-headed  urchin,  to  her  haying  eaten   some  black 
during  her  pregnancj."  (Dunglison's  Phjsiologyy  toL  ii.  p.  SIS.} 
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riage  contract,  that  the  defendant  bad  been  dclircred  at  the 
time  of  uiaking  the  ontb,  of  a  negro  child,  both  parties  in  the 
suit  being  white  persons.  The  chancellor  said,  that  if  she 
knew  at  the  time  when  ahe  charged  the  complainant  that  it 
was  a  black  child,  be  would  consider  it  in  the  light  of  a  frand, 
and  annul  the  marriage,  and  directed  the  master  to  take  testi- 
mony on  the  subject  accordingly.* 

It  will  not  do,  however,  to  extend  this  rule  too  positivdy- 
with  what  may  be  called  viised  breeds. 

Parsons  givea  an  account,  in  the  Philoaophical  Transactions, 
of  a  black  man  married  to  an  English  woman,  of  whom  the 
offspring  was  qutto  black.  In  a  similar  case,  the  child  resem- 
bled the  mother  in  fairness  and  features,  and,  indeed,  the  whole 
akin  was  white,  except  some  spots  on  the  thigh,  which  were  as 
black  as  the  father. 

White,  in  his  work  on  the  Gradation  of  Man,  mentions  a 
Degress  who  had  twins  by  an  Englishman ;  one  was  perfectly 
black,  its  hair  short,  woolly,  and  curled ;  the  other  was  white, 
with  hair  resembling  that  of  a  European. 

So,  also,  Dr.  Winterbottom  knew  a  family  of  six  persona, 
one  half  of  which  were  almost  as  light-colored  as  mulattoes, 
while  the  other  was  jot-black.  The  father  was  a  deep-black, 
the  mother  a  mulatto.f 

"The  offspring  of  a  black  and  white,"  says  Lawrence, 
"  may  be  either  black  or  white,  instead  of  being  mixed ;  and 
^B  some  rare  cases  it  has  been  spotted." 


Ff  6  r»igo-9  Choncory  ReporU,  p.  43;  Soolt  o.  ShufeUt, 
^  BtUnburgb  Eiic}rcIopedi&.  art.  Complrxion;  L&wrenoe's  Lectures,  p.  269. 
8m  kiM  Prichard'fl  Rese&rohes  into  the  Phjsioal  Kistar;  or  Mankiiicl,  4Lb 
nlitiDQ.  Tol  1.  p.  3G0. 

Il  wtij  be  vel!  alio  to  refer,  in  this  place,  to  tlie  ohangea  of  color  that  take 
pl»oc  in  the  Dew-born  black  infant.  At  birlb,  it  eometimel  caanol  be  diB- 
Unguiahcd  from  the  white;  its  hair  has  not  jct  iia  peculiar  make,  and  we 
••B  anl;  notice  the  tendency  to  dork  on  some  parts  of  tho  hodj.  In  a  few 
dajB.  bawerer.  the  chaDgs  ooiniDeDoeB  un  the  oounlenaDce,  and  gradnaUy 
etleDd*  orer  Ihe  bwlj.  Caasnn  (onSuperfueiation,  p.  6R,)  haa  well  remarked 
ihkt  ihesD  succeMite  changea  ma;  pro*e  Terj  useful,  whea  a  dead  black 
«hUd  hu  been  fonod,  in  deoiding  how  long  it  baa  tiTsd. 
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6M  LIOITIMAOT. 

A  eorioos  oase,  beuiog  on  Uieae  qaoUtions,  is  mentioDed  in  the  Wolcn 
Joonubl  of  Medicine  «nd  Sargery,  yoL  xi.  p.  457. 

A  wldte  woman,  the  wife  of  a  planter  In  one  of  the  Sontlieni  States,  gm 
birth  to  a  dark-colored  child.  Her  husband  died  rabsequentlj,  ind  ificr 
remaining  a  widow  foor  or  fiye  jeare,  she  again  married.  A  doetor,  it 
seeme,  charged  her  with  incontinence,  alleging  that  *<  alie  had  giyen  birth  t« 
a  mulatto  child."  On  thii,  an  action  for  slander  was  brought,  and  use 
medical  witnesses  gaye  testimony,  and,  as  nsnal,  differed. 

The  putatiye  father  was  of  German  extraction«  and  of  fair  conplexiai; 
bat  the  mother  and  two  of  his  ancles  were  dark*  like  the  child.  And  it  lu 
ftirther  prored  that  the  fkmily  in  Germany  were  descended  from  the  6ip«a 
Daring  her  pregnancy,  the  mother  was  repeatedly  firightened  by  reportiflf 
"negro  insurrections." 

The  chest  and  axilla  of  the  boy  were  nearly  white,  wliile  the  abdoflMsm 
black;  the  change  occurring  abruptly,  and  being  marked  by  a  wsQ-dciirf 
line.  The  glans  penis  is  quite  blue,  while  the  other  parts  of  the  gvitil 
organs  are  of  the  complexion  of  the  general  surface.  He  has  been  grmf 
gradually  whiter  since  birth ;  his  hair  is  nearly  straight,  a  little  earied,iiil 
his  feet  and  ankles  haye  none  of  the  negro  pecoliaritj. 

It  was  proyed  that  the  character  of  the  woman  was  not  aboye  suspidoa 

The  jury  failed,  on  the  first  trial,  to  agree  on  a  Terdiet. 

Whateyer  doubts  we  may  entertain  relatiye  to  this  case,  certainly  tbti  of 
the  child,  in  the  same  work,  (p.  491,)  by  Dr.  Stackhoase,  is  one  whcnvt 
may  safely  incline  to  the  side  of  charity.  The  mother  had  a  seyert  IShm 
affection  at  the  conclusion  of  her  pregnancy.  The  child,  when  ben,  m 
dark  like  a  mulatto,  but  the  hair  was  straight  and  fine,  and  the  feet  isi 
ankles  like  the  white  race.  It  continued  ill  for  three  weeks,  and  then  &i 
from  conyulsions.  On  dissection,  the  liyer  was  found  unhealthy  and  the 
bowels  stained  yellow. 

The  suspicious  circumstances  were,  that  the  eye  was  clear,  and  the  sriie 
natural,  contradicting  the  idea  of  jaundice.  And  again,  the  back  end  i^ 
domen  were  yery  dark. 


CHAPTER  X. 
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i  Of  the  lurrWorship  of  the  motber  or  child,  when  both  die  during  dolirerj. 
es  thai  hiiTe  been  de(<ido(l  in  Oennuiy — in  Fr&noe — in  the  Slate  of 
w  York.  2.  Of  the  presunipliDO  ot  BurviTornhip  of  persons  of  different 
res,  destroyed  bj  %  oommaD  aooiiienL,  Lawe  on  this  sutijoot — Robiild — 
Lncient  Frenah — Napoleon  oode — English.  Cbsgb  thai  hare  occurred 
BVnder  each — General  Stanirii — Tajlor — SpIwjq,  Ball,  cto.  Propriety  of 
'bkTlng  Eied  lane  on  Ihie  snhjeat.     Dilficull;  in  settling  presumptions. 

S  interesting,  as  well  as  intricate  question,  has  frequently 
be  subject  of  legal  inquiry.  It  is  agitated  when  two  or 
more  individuals  have  died  within  a.  very  short  period  of  each 
other,  and  no  witnesees  have  been  present  to  notice  the  exact 
instant  of  disaolutiou.  Accidents  also,  such  as  fire,  or  a  ship- 
wreck, may  destroy  persons,  and  the  disposition  of  their  pro- 
perty will  depend  on  ascertaining  the  survivorship  of  the  one 
or  the  other.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  medical  science 
cun  solve  the  difficulty,  but  it  may,  in  those  instances  where 
no  aid  can  be  derived  from  facts,  assist  in  laying  down  certain 
principles.  I  shall  endeavor  to  suggest  some  of  these,  while 
relating  such  cases  as  I  have  been  enabled  to  obtain.  They 
may  serve  as  a  guide  for  future  investigations.* 

The  subject  will  be  advantageously  considered — 1.  As  to 
the  survivorship  of  the  mother  or  child,  when  both  die  during 
delivery.  2.  As  to  the  survivorship  of  persons  of  different 
ftges,  destroyed  by  a  common  accident.  This  last  may  seem 
to  include  the  first,  but  the  distinction  which  I  wish  to  make 
will  be  readily  understood. 


•  The  reader  wbo  is  curious  on  this  aubject,  will  find  a  translation  of  an 
(Mky  ot  KrageUlein. published  some  years  sines,  in  WH&erj'i  Jahrbuch,  and 
tranalated  by  the  late  HoratiB  B.  Webster,  in  the  Ameriean  Journal  of  Medi- 
cal Sciences,  N.  8.,  toL  liii.  It  eoniains  a  number  of  continental  caaea, 
which  at  rarioua  timet  have  esoited  attention. 

(685) 
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I.  Of  the  presumption  of  survivorship  of  mother  or  ehUdj  vioi 

both  die  during  delivery. 

The  Imperial  Chamber  of  Wetzlar  were  consulted,  at  die 
conclusion  of  the  seventeenth  century,  concerning  the  case  of 
a  mother  and  child  who,  some  years  previous,  had  both  died 
daring  delivery.  .  There  were  no  facts  on  which  an  opinioii 
could  be  founded,  and  the  naked  question  was  presented. 
They  decided,  for  physical  reasons^  that  the  mother  had  died 
first,  and  the  commentator,  in  noticing  this  case,  remarks  tint 
undoubtedly  these  physical  reasons  were — First,  that  the 
mother  was  exhausted  by  the  labor ;  and  second,  that  the  ior 
fant  would  not  have  died  until  deprived,  by  the  death  of  the 
mother,  of  its  nourishment.* 

It  is  questioned  by  medical  jurists  whether  this  decision  ia 
correct,  and  there  are  certainly  many  reasons  to  be  assigned 
why  the  presumption  should  be  against  the  child.  Its  life 
may  be  early  endangered  by  a  di£5cult  or  slow  labor.  There 
may  be  a  pressure  on  the  umbilical  cord,  or  the  placenta  may 
be  partially  detached,  and  its  death  ensue  during  the  conse- 
quent hemorrhage. 

If  the  parturition  be  complicated  with  convulsions,  the  pro- 
bability certainly  is  that  the  infant  will  first  die.  So,  also,  if 
it  be  very  large,  or  if  it  be  premature.  The  only  exceptions 
which  have  been  suggested  in  favor  of  the  survivorship  of  the 
child,  are  the  following :  When  the  mother  is  delivered  rf 
twins,  she  may  bring  forth  the  first,  and  die  before  the  second 
is  bom ;  and  again,  when  she  is  laboring  under  an  acute  dis- 
ease. We  know  that  the  ofispring  is  sometimes  healthj, 
although  the  mother  sinks  during  the  delivery.f 

A  due  comparison  of  these  arguments,  I  imagine,  will  lead 


*  Valentinrs  Pandeota,  toL  i.  pp.  8  and  11.  The  statement  given  of  tUi 
case,  by  Foder^,  and  after  him  by  Capuron,  is  not  correct.  The  chamber 
assign  no  reasons  exoept  ^'eaiim  physieis^*^  and  it  is  the  editor  who  explaiai 
them.  There  is  evidently  a  mistake  in  the  referenoee  to  Valentini  bj  Foderi, 
(toL  ii.  p.  96 ;)  and  it  is  of  aueh  a  natiire>  that  one  might  be  led  to 
that  he  had  not  minatelj  examined  the  Pandects. 

t  Foder6,  toL  IL  p.  94;  Gapuea,  pp.  186  to  148. 


688  nmuumoa  or  Bra 


For  these  reasonB,  Pelletan  gaye  H  »  his  opinum  fhil  tk 
mother  sunriTed  the  child.* 

I  hare  been  favored  with  a  oommimioation  on  ilua  mbjeek 
by  the  Hon.  De  Witt  Clinton.  Some  years  nnee,  he  inSom 
me,  a  case  embracing  the  succession  to  a  large  landed  eMi 
was  tried  in  one  of  onr  courts  under  the  following  cbeni- 
Btances :  The  mother  and  child  both  died  during  deliTeiy.  H 
the  latter  was  found  to  have  sunrived,  the  father,  by  ov  1st, 
was  the  heir ;  if  the  former,  her  relatives  became  aititlsd  to 
the  property.  On  the  trial,  it  was  proved  that  the  child  iv 
bom  alive ;  and  the  question  of  the  priority  of  death  was  dm 
decided  against  the  parties  claiming  as  heirs  of  the  mothsr. 

II.  Of  the  presumption  of  8urvivor$hip  ofpertoiu  of  diffmd 
ageSj  destroyed  hy  a  common  <ieeident. 

It  will  readily  be  observed  that  if  a  fiather  and  son,  or  s 
husband  and  wife,  perish  in  one  common  accident  without  wit- 
nesses, disputes  may  arise  concerning  the  disposition  of  their 
property.  Provision  has  accordingly  been  made  in  serertl 
codes  for  such  cases.  I  shall  give  a  concise  sketch  of  thae, 
interspersed  with  cases,  to  show  the  course  of  legal  decisiiHis 
on  this  curious  subject. 

The  Roman  law  directs  the  order  of  succession  when  per 
sons  of  different  ages  die  in  battle.  If  two  individuals  of  this 
description  fell  at  the  same  time,  he  who  had  not  arrived  at 
the  age  of  puberty  was  to  be  deemed  to  have  died  first,  but  if 
a  father,  and  a  son  arrived  at  his  majority,  lost  their  lives  Uh 
gether,  the  son  was  considered  to  have  survived  the  fiidier. 
In  process  of  time,  this  provision  was  extended  to  all  ctees 
where  the  precise  period  of  death  was  unknown,  and  it  ms 
decreed,  that  in  the  case  of  a  husband  and  wife,  the  former 
should  be  adjudged  the  survivor.f 

The  spirit  of  these  laws  guided  the  decisions  of  the  conti- 

*  Pelletan,  toI.  i.  pp.  822  to  841. 

t  Digest,  lib.  xxzir.  tit  6,  de  rebut  diAm,  "  Cam  paber«  fillo  mMim 
naufiragii  periit  oum  explorari  non  posset,  uttr  prior  extinctm  rit,  hamaom 
Mi  oredere,  fUiniii  diatiuB  TixiBse.  Si  mailer  oom  fiUo  impuber«  asafrigit 
periit,  priorem  flliam  neofttom  Mit  Inteltifftw,'^  ele. 
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ueDtal  tribunals  for  many  ages,  and  Zacchias,  in  Ills  elabor&te 
discussion  on  this  question,  cites  ca^ea  from  several  juriacon- 
Bnlts  ffhich  were  settled  according  to  the  dicta  of  the  civil 
code.  The  mother,  in  one  instance,  was  shipwrecked  with  her 
young  infant,  and  in  another,  she,  with  hor  two  children,  also 
young,  was  killed  by  lightning.  In  both  these  the  parent  was 
deemed  the  survivor.* 

Our  author  also,  in  his  Oonailia,  relates  two  cases  which 
deserve  mention  In  this  place. 

A  number  of  individuals  perished  by  the  fall  of  a  building; 
and  among  these,  a  father  aged  sixty,  and  his  son  aged  thirty. 
The  bodies  were  found  ten  hours  after  the  accident.  That  of 
the  father  was  uninjured,  but  on  the  head  of  the  son  there  was 
a  severe  wound.  The  heirs  of  each  put  forth  their  claims,  and 
Zacchias  was  consulted  by  the  judges  on  the  case.  After  a 
long  comparison  between  the  strength  and  state  of  health  of 
the  parties,  he  comes  to  the  conclusion  that  the  son  survived 
the  father.  Being  aware,  however,  that  the  wound  in  ques- 
tion was  supposed  to  have  accelerated  the  death  of  the  for- 
mer, he  endeavors  to  avoid  this  difficulty;  by  suggesting  that 
it  was  not  necessarily  mortal,  nor  of  a  nature  to  destroy  hia 
strength  immediately;  whUe  the  suffocation  was  a  so  much 
more  urgent  cause  of  death,  that  tLe  father,  from  bis  valetu- 
dinarian state,  and  bis  advanced  age,  would  first  be  destroyed 
by  it.t 

The  propriety  of  this  opinion  is  controverted  by  Foderrf, 
and  with  considerable  show  of  justice;  for  certainly  a  wound 
of  the  head,  and  of  ao  severe  a  nature,  may  safely  be  consi- 
dered the  most  sudden  destroyer  af  life  under  the  above  oir- 
camstancca.| 

In  another  instance,  a  man  and  hia  famUy  had  eaten  very 
copiously  of  poisonous  mushrooms.  They  were  all  taken  ill, 
and  the  domestics  were  sent  to  obtain  asaisiance.  Before 
they  could  return,  the  husband  and  wife  had  both  expired. 
This  couple,  two  years  previous,  bad  made  an  agreement,  that 
whoever  survived  should  possess  the  sum  of  two  thousand 

W*  Zkceliiu,  vol   i.  pp.  440,  441.  f  Consiliiita,  No.  61. 

I  Foderi,  toL  U.  pp.  320,  321. 
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crowns,  and  on  the  dispoaition  of  this  *  dbpnte  nitotmatj 
arose.  Zacchias,  when  consulted,  gare  hia  opinion  that  tk 
husband  had  sorviyed  the  wife.  Hia  reaaona  were  the  foQn^ 
ing:  The  husband,  though  sixty  yeara  of  age,  was  nlMk 
and  healthy,  and,  from  the  deposition  of  the  aarrantii  a^ 
pears  to  have  eaten  but  few  of  the  mushrooma.  The  wife, « 
the  contrary,  although  only  forty,  was  aathmatio,  and  suljeat 
to  affections  of  the  stomach.  She  had  eaten  largely  of  tk 
mushrooms,  and  added  to  these,  other  indigestible  food.  A 
poison,  therefore,  which  acts  violently  on  the  organs  of  reipi- 
ration  would  soonest  destroy  one  already  diaeaaed  in  thoH 
parts.'*' 

Foder^  objects  to  this  decision,  that  the  opinion  of  the  pd- 
son  acting  on  the  organs  of  respiration  ia  altogether  hypo- 
thetical, and  it  probably  is  so,  but  certainly  the  general  oonne 
of  reasoning  appears  correct. 

The  ANCiBNT  Fbbnch  law,  in  its  adjadications,  g^ksnUj 
followed  the  Roman.  In  1629,  a  mother,  with  her  daughter, 
aged  four  years,  was  drowned  in  the  Loire.  The  parliiunait 
of  Paris,  on  appeal,  decided  that  the  youngest  had  died  fint 
Some  years  after,  however,  an  opposite  decision  was  pro> 
nounced  by  the  same  body.  The  mother  (Bobie)  and  her  two 
children,  one  aged  twenty-two  months,  and  the  other  ei^t 
years,  were  murdered  secretly  in  the  night.  The  husband 
claimed  the  property  of  his  wife  on  the  ground  that  the  chil- 
dren had  survived,  and  the  parliament  adjudged  it  to  him.t 
The  discrepancy  in  this  case  is  very  naturally  explained  by 
Foder^.  Murderers  would  first  destroy  those  whom  they  mo8t 
dreaded,  and  afterwards  proceed  to  the  completion  of  their 
intended  enormities. 

Bicard,  a  celebrated  advocate  of  the  seventeenth  centrnji 
has  preserved  a  very  curious  case  on  this  subject. 

In  1658,  a  father  and  son  perished  in  the  famous  battle  of 
Dunes ;  and  at  noon  the  same  day  the  daughter  and  sister  be- 
came a  nun,  whereby  she  was  dead  in  law.  The  battle  com- 
menced at  that  very  hour.     It  was  inquired  which  of  these 

*  Conailiiim,  No.  85. 

t  Cau$6i  CSUbru^  quoted  by  Pod«i^  toL  iL  p.  218. 
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id,  and  it  was  decided  that  the  nun  died  fireL 
ing  voluntary,  were  consummated  in  a  moment; 
'  -whereas  the  death  of  the  father  and  brother  being  violent, 
there  was  a  possibility  of  their  living  after  receiving  their 
wouriIb.  It  was  then  necessary  to  decide  between  them,  and 
after  some  disputation,  it  was  agreed  to  follow  the  Roman  IaW| 
and  declare  that  the  son,  being  arrived  at  the  age  of  puberty, 
BUrvived  the  father.* 

In  1751,  a  merchant,  aged  fifty-eight,  with  his  wife,  aged 
fifty,  and  his  daughter  of  twenty-aevcn  years,  was  drowned, 
with  many  others,  in  endeavoring  to  cross  the  Seine  in  a  small 
Teseel.  The  question  of  survivorship  was  raised  by  the  rela- 
tives, and  an  opinion  was  given  on  the  case  by  the  celebrated 
Lorry. t  He  obser^-es  that  three  causes  probably  conspired  to 
accelerate  the  death  of  these  individuals  —  fright,  excessive 
coldness  of  the  water,  and  any  disease  that  might  he  present. 
Throughout  the  whole  of  his  argument,  he  appears  to  proceed 
on  the  supposition  that  the  younger  female  was  menstruating, 
and  hence,  that  the  cold  water,  hy  checking  it,  would  hasten 
her  death.  But  this  is  not  stated  io  any  part  of  the  case,  and 
it  certainly  is  very  questionable  whether,  as  he  would  seem  to 
ineinnate,  that  state  of  fullness  of  the  system  which  menstru- 
ating females  have,  would  accelerate  the  suffocation  produced 
by  drowning.  If  his  argument  means  anything,  it  is  certainly 
directed  to  this  point;  and  we  have  then  to  compare  the  pro* 
bable  state  of  a  female  of  fifty  who  is  beyond  the  monstruat- 
iDg  period,  and  another  laboring  under  that  function.  Cer- 
tainly it  will  not  counterbalance  the  difference  in  ago  and 
strength.  He,  however,  gave  it  as  Ids  opinion  that  the 
daughter  died  first.  But  the  parliament  of  Paris,  by  a  decree 
of  the  7th  of  September,  1752,  admitted  presumption  of  sur- 
vivorship to  her,  and  ordered  a  disposition  of  the  property 
accord  in  gly.J 

It  thus  appears,  that  for  a  length  of  time,  the  proviBioDS  of 

■  Fodnf.  Tol.  ii.  p.  230;  Smiih,  p.  8S2. 

■  Thll  opinion,  or  •■  ComuUalion  lie  M/iitcini,"  ia  pahlished  si  full  length 
khon,  ToL  iii  p.  152.    It  is  signod  bj  Doctor*  Pkfcn  uid  LoTTjr,  but 

warn  wrlllcn  bj  the  Uller. 
J  ToAttf,  Tol.  U.  pp.  220,  310. 
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the  Boman  law  were  followed  in  France.  Bat  a  eurioiu  fr 
tinction  was  made.  The  legal  tribnnals  regulated  the  dneot 
of  property  by  them,  but  woald  not  apply  them  to  oases  ivlun 
legacies  were  beqaeathed,  and  for  this  reason :  It  is  neceiiy, 
say  they,  that  a  man  should  hare  heirs,  but  it  is  not  necaniy 
that  he  should  have  legatees;  and  accordingly,  when  tMMv 
and  legatee  died  at  the  same  time,  the  property  passed  to  Ik 
heirs.  The  lieutenant  of  a  vessel  beqaeathed  the  smn  of  tvt 
thousand  francs  to  his  captain,  by  a  will  which  he  mads  be* 
fore  going  to  sea.  Both  captain  and  lieatenant  were  lost  it 
the  same  vessel,  and  when  a  law  case  was  raised  as  to  die 
legacy,  the  property  was  adjudicated  in  the  manner  aboie 
stated.* 

The  PRESENT  French  law  on  this  subject  is  contained  k 
the  following  sections  of  the  civil  or  Napoleon  code : — 

^^If  several  persons,  naturally  heirs  of  each  other,  pervk 
by  the  same  event,  without  the  possibility  of  knowing  iHiA 
died  first,  the  presumption  as  to  survivorship  shall  be  dete^ 
mined  by  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  in  de&olt  thereof 
by  strength  of  age  and  sex. 

^^If  those  who  perished  together,  were  under  fifteen  yein, 
the  oldest  shall  be  presumed  the  survivor. 

^^If  they  were  all  above  sixty  years,  the  youngest  shall  be 
presumed  the  survivor. 

^'If  some  were  under  fifteen,  and  others  above  sixty,  the 
former  shall  be  presumed  the  survivors. 

''If  those  who  have  perished  together  had  completed  the 
age  of  fifteen,  and  were  under  sixty,  the  male  shidl  be  pre- 
sumed the  survivor,  where  ages  are  equal,  or  the  difference 
does  not  exceed  one  year. 

''If  they  were  of  the  same  sex,  that  presumption  shall  be 
admitted  which  opens  the  succession  in  the  order  of  nature— 
of  course  the  younger  shall  be  considered  to  have  survived 

the  elder.*'t 

Although  these  provisions  are  in  the  main  founded  on  co^ 


♦  Foder^,  vol.  U.  p.  221. 

t  Civil  Code,  aeotiona  720,  721,  722— quoted  by  Foder^,  toL  IL  p.  223; 
and  Smith,  p.  879. 
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rect  physiological  principles,  yet  tliere  are  some  objections  of 
weiglit  pointed  ont  by  Foderi^,  Tlie  clause  that  adjudges  tbe 
survivorship  to  those  under  fifteen,  when  they  and  persone 
above  sixty  perish  together,  is  certainly  imperfect,  since  it 
may  include  infants  of  one,  two,  or  three  years.  These  cer- 
tainly would  expire  the  soonest.  And  again,  no  provision  is 
made  for  the  case  when  persons  under  fifteen  and  under  sixty 
perish  together,  although  this  may  possibly  be  met  by  the  last 
section. 

The  English  law  appears  to  have  no  provisions  on  th« 
subject,  except  80  far  as  the  civil  law  is  incorporated  with  it. 

lere  are,  however,  some  cases  which  deserve  mention.' 

In  1T66,  General  Stanwi.x  and  his  daughter  set  sail  in  the 
vessel  from  Ireland  for  England.  They  were  ship- 
wrecked, and  not  a  single  person  on  board  was  saved.  Tht 
representative  of  the  father  to  his  personal  estate  was  his 
nephew,  and  the  representative  of  the  daughter  was  her  ma- 
ternal uncle.  Tbese  parties  brought  the  case  into  chancery. 
On  behalf  of  him  whom  the  general's  survivorship  would 
have  benefited,  it  was  argued  that  the  ship  being  lost  in 
tempestuous  weather,  it  was  more  than  probable  that  the 
general  was  upon  deck,  and  that  the  daughter  was  down  in 
the  cabin,  (as  is  almost  always  the  case  with  ladies  in  those 
sitnations,)  and  of  course  subject  to  more  early  loss  of  life 
than  her  father,  who,  as  a  man  of  arms  and  courage,  was,  it 
was  asserted,  more  able  and  more  likely  to  struggle  with  death 
than  a  woman,  and  in  which  he  might  probably  have  been  as- 
sisted by  the  broken  masts  and  other  parts  of  the  rigging. 

On  the  other  side,  it  was  contended  that  the  general  waa 
old,  aud  consequently  feeble,  and  by  no  means  strong  enough 
to  resist  the  shocks  of  such  a  terrible  attack ;  that  the  daughter 

*  The  maal  inoieQl  oaae.  I  presumu,  in  EagUxh  juriBprudeaog,  ifl  that  of 
Broughton  v.  RaiiJall.  Aooordiag  to  Croke,  (Eliiabeth,  u02,)  the  falhei 
Mul  aon  were  joint  IodbdIb  ;  thoy  were  bulb  hanged  in  one  oirl,  but  Ihe  son 
wui  suji^sed  to  liuve  eunived  the  father,  UDoe.  as  wai  deposed  by  wiL- 
(■•■■ee,  be  appeared  to  struggle  longest.  The  jury  (in  Wales)  gare  a  Tsrdiot 
«f  farur  of  dover  to  the  sod's  wife.  There  is  a  slinda  of  doubt,  or  at  least 
•orepanoj  in  this  ease,  as  acoording  to  Koj,  the  falhit  moied  his  bet 
W  tbe  death  of  Lii  son.  (Paris'  Medical  JurisprudesM,  Tol.  1.  p.  8Sa) 


644  nOBUMPTION  ot  suevivo 

was  of  a  hale  constitation,  and  thongli  of  tlie  weaker  sex,  jek 
being  younger  than  her  father,  was  proportionably  strongar, 
and  from  the  circumstance  of  youth,  more  unwilling  to  put 
with  life,  and  that  the  probability  of  snryiTorahip  was  ihm^ 
fore  infinitely  in  favor  of  the  daughter. 

A  second  wife  of  General  Stanwix  also  perished  with  bni, 
and  her  representative  brought  forward  a  separate  claim  to  tin 
disputed  property. 

The  court,  however,  finding  the  arguments  on  all  sides  eqniBj 
solid  and  ingenious,  waived  giving  any  decision,  and  advised  a 
compromise,  to  which  the  several  claimants  agreed.* 

The  following  case  was  tried  at  the  Prerogative  Court,  Do^ 
tors*  Commons,  in  1815: — 

Job  Taylor,  quarter-master  sergeant  in  the  Royal  Artillay, 
had  made  a  will,  in  which  he  appointed  his  wife,  Lucy  Tajlor, 
sole  executrix  and  sole  residuary  legatee.  Having  been  fiv 
some  time  in  Portugal  on  foreign  service,  he  was  retomiBg 
home  with  her,  on  board  the  Queen  Transport,  when  the  tm- 
sel,  in  Falmouth  harbor,  struck  upon  a  rock,  in  conseqneoee 
of  the  violence  of  the  weather,  and  sunk  almost  immediate^ 
afterwards.  Nearly  three  hundred  persons  on  board  peridied, 
and  among  them  Taylor  and  his  wife.  Taylor  died  possessed 
of  property  to  the  amount  of  X4000,  and  a  bill  in  chance^ 
was  filed  by  the  next  of  kin  of  the  wife  against  those  of  tke 
husband,  to  ascertain  who  was  entitled  to  this  property,  but  the 
proceedings  were  at  a  stand  for  the  want  of  a  personal  repre- 
sentative of  the  husband.     Both  parties,  therefore,  applied  to 

*  Feame*8  posthumous  works,  pages  88  and  89.  This  ease  appears  ti 
hare  attracted  the  attention  of  Mr.  Feame,  and  he  aocordinglj  preparsd 
arguments  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  what  could  be  adyanced  on  both  sidtfi, 
with  some  appearance  of  reason ;  and  after  his  death,  thej  were  published 
in  the  above  collection.  The  scope  of  the  argument  in  favor  of  the  repre- 
sentatiye  of  the  daughter  is,  first,  to  orerthrow  the  probability  that  tksj 
both  died  at  the  same  instant,  and  next,  to  strengthen  the  rule  of  the  eivfl 
law,  that  the  child  shall  be  presumed  to  hare  surriyed  the  parent.  Iki 
argument  in  faTor  of  the  representative  of  the  father  is  aimed  against  thi 
propriety  of  allowing  any  weight  to  presumption,  and  it  urges  the  knowi 
fact,  that  the  father  died  possessed.  This,  it  is  concelTed,  ahoold  destroy  a 
elaim  founded  on  the  uncertain,  unknown  possession  of  a  niece.  (See  psfCi 
85  to  72.)  Both  these  ar^umenU  deserre  an  att entire  perusaL  See  alio^ 
ToL  L  Blackstone's  Reports,  p.  640,  Bex  v.  Dr.  Hay. 
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the  court  for  letters  of  Qdmioistration  generally,  or  that  tEo 
court  would  suspend  granting  any  to  either  party  during  the 
dependence  of  the  chancery  suit,  and  in  the  mean  time  grant 
a  limited  administration.  This  latter  prayer  was,  however, 
abandoned,  on  understanding  that  tbe  court  could  not  grant  & 
limited  administration  where  &  general  unc  might  be  granted 
and  was  applied  for;  and  the  present  question  therefore  was, 
to  whom  the  general  administration  should  be  granted — ■ 
whether  the  next  of  kin  to  the  husband  as  dying  intestate, 
his  wife  not  having  survived  bo  as  to  become  entitled  onder 
his  will,  or  the  representatives  of  his  wife,  as  his  residuary 
legatee,  she  having  survived  so  as  to  become  entitled  under 
that  character. 

It  appeared  from  the  affidavits  exhibited  on  both  sides,  that 
at  the  time  the  accident  happened,  Lucy  Taylor  was  below  in 
the  cabin  and  her  husband  on  deck.  The  water  was  rushing 
in  fast,  and  he  offered  liirge  sums  to  any  one  who  would  go 
below  and  save  her,  but  finding  none  would  venlure,  he  de- 
scended himself,  and  the  vessel  immediately  afterwards  went  to 
pieces.  The  bodies  of  Taylor  and  his  wife  were  found  close 
together,  and  it  further  appeared  that  she  was  a  woman  of  a 
very  robust  constitution,  and  in  the  habit  of  enduring  great 
{atigue  by  the  management  of  the  officers'  mess,  as  well  as 
that  of  a  great  many  of  the  soldiers,  while  he  was  rather 
sickly,  and  bad  been  latterly  much  afflicted  with  an  asthma. 

It  was  contended  on  the  part  of  the  husband's  next  of  kin, 
that  hy  the  principles  of  the  Roman  civil  law,  which  had  been 
adopted  into  the  law  of  the  country,  and  were  in  fact  the  only 
principles  governing  a  case  of  this  kind,  it  was  laid  down,  that 
where  two  persona  perished  together  in  a  common  calamity, 
and  it  became  a  iiucstion  which  of  the  two  was  the  survivor, 
the  presumption  of  law  should  always  be  in  favor  of  the 
person  possessing  the  more  robust  constitution  and  greater 
strength,  as  being  thereby  the  better  fitted  to  struggle  with 
tbe  (ItfBculties  of  his  situation,  and  resist  for  a  longer  time 
the  operation  of  death.  Thus,  when  the  father  and  tbe  son 
aball  perish  together,  the  presumption  of  the  survivorship  is 
)r  of  the  son,  if  above  the  age  of  puberty,  but  of  the 
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father,  if  under:  the  same,  as  to  a  motlier  and  da^ftur;  aal 
as  to  husband  and  wife,  the  presumption  is  in  Cmv  ef  d^ 
husband.  This,  however,  like  all  odier  l^al  preeimipriw^ 
was  liable  to  be  repelled  by  eridence  to  the  oontraiy,  Ink  m 
this  case  it  was  contended,  from  the  situation  of  the  will  tf 
the  time  the  accident  happened,  that  it  was  moat  probsUs  im 
had  perished  before  her  husband  desoended  to  her  rmm. 
Upon  both  grounds,  therefore,  both  of  prin<»ple  and  of  ftd^ 
the  court  must  conclude  that  the  husband  was  the  suniiv, 
and  accordingly  grant  the  administration  to  hia  next  of  Ida. 

On  the  part  of  the  wife's  next  of  kin,  it  was  oonteaM 
that  the  presumption  of  the  law  alluded  to,  was  only  appli» 
ble  to  cases  where  parties  perish  together  in  snch  a  manner  v 
to  preclude  the  possibility  of  obtaining  any  evid^ice  ai  ti 
which  of  them  was  the  surriror.  Where,  howerer,  efidaM 
as  to  that  fact  was  produced,  as  in  the  present  case,  the  cm 
must  be  decided  upon  that  evidence  only.  Here  it  vffpmni 
the  parties  had  perished  by  the  same  accident,  and  Acv 
bodies  were  afterwards  found  together;  and  that  the  coshms 
course  of  nature  had  in  this  instance  been  inverted,  by  Ik 
wife  being  the  strongest  and  most  robust  of  the  two.  lb 
court  must,  therefore,  necessarily  conclude  that  she  wis  the 
survivor,  and  accordingly  grant  the  administration  of  ksr 
husband's  effects  to  her  representatives. 

Sir  John  Nicoll  agreed  to  the  doctrine  that  had  been  hil 
down,  of  the  presumption  being  in  favor  of  the  husband;  htt 
it  was  a  necessary  preliminary  question,  upon  whom  the  bn^ 
den  of  proof  rested.  The  administration  to  the  husband  }^^ 
the  point  in  issue,  his  next  of  kin  had  prima  faeit  the  finl 
right  to  it.  It  was,  therefore,  incumbent  upon  the  represeiti- 
tives  of  the  wife,  in  this  case,  to  prove  her  survivorship,  m 
the  party  in  whom  the  property  vested,  and  from  whom  ii 
consequence  they  derived  their  claim  to  it.  He  then  enteni 
into  an  explanation  of  the  facts  in  evidence,  and  was  flf 
opinion  that  they  were  insufficient  to  repel  the  presumptioB  flf 
the  husband's  having  survived  the  wife,  which  the  court  tni 
bound  to  assume,  from  the  circumstance  of  their  having  baa 
overwhelmed  by  one  common  calamity,  and  having  ptfUbdl 
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together;  observing,  id  particular,  ttat  though  the  wife  might 
be  very  active  and  laborious  in  her  domestic  duties,  yet  the 
natural  timitiitj  of  her  sex  might  prevent  exertion  in  the  mo- 
ment of  danger  J  while  the  husband,  on  the  other  hand,  thoagh 
laboring  nnder  the  bodily  affliction  of  an  asthma,  might  still 
retain  his  manly  firmness  in  resisting  impending  destruction, 
particularly  as,  from  his  situation  in  life,  he  must  have  often 
faced  death  in  various  shapes.  He  was,  therefore,  in  no  de- 
gree satisfied  by  tbe  proofs  in  the  cause,  that  the  wife  sur- 
vived the  husband,  and  should  decree  the  administration  to 
his  next  of  kin.  In  thus  deciding  the  law,  however,  he  did 
not  mean  to  affirm  positively  which  of  the  two  was  tbe  sur- 
vivor, but  merely  that  there  was  not  sufficient  proof  that  it 
was  the  wife,  to  repel  the  presumption  of  law  that  it  was  the 
husband.  The  administration  was  accordingly  granted  to  the 
husband's  next  of  kin.* 

A  later  case  is  on  record,  vii.,  that  of  Mason  v.  Mason, 
which  came  before  Sir  William  Grant,  tbe  Master  of  the 
Rolls,  in  March,  1816.  The  father,  a  middle-aged  man,  em- 
barked with  his  son  on  board  a  vessel  in  India,  on  a  voyage  to 
fingland.  The  ship  was  lost,  and  nil  on  board  perished.  In 
favor  of  the  boo,  the  civil  law  ani  the  Napoleon  code  were 
cited ;  but  it  was  replied,  that  as  the  father's  will  bequeathed 
certain  property  to  each  of  his  children,  "  who  should  be  living 
at  the  time  of  his  death,"  it  required  positive  proof,  and  not 
presumption.  The  opposite  party  cannot  prove  that  the  son 
survived.  The  master  of  the  rolls  appears  to  have  been  of 
opinion  against  the  son,  but  he  finally  sent  to  a  jury  to  try 
whether  Francis  Mason  was  living  at  the  death  of  the  testa- 
tor.f     The  result  of  this  I  have  not  been  able  to  find. 

"  T«>tor  BDd  othere  v.  Diplook,  (2  Pbillimore's  RcporU,  261.)  In  ft  boM 
U  this  me,  that  of  Wright  v.  Sftnnadft,  or  Wright  i>.  Nethenraod,  (1T08,) 
is  bIbo  gi'en  ttota  MS.  notes.  The  queatiaa  of  larTiTorahip,  however,  il 
■ot  ao  much  brought  in,  (the  husband,  the  Bcoond  vife,  and  tbe  cbildt-eo  ij 
both  «iT«B,  ill  were  loal  >t  tern.)  aa  that  of  the  Tevaention  of  the  wiU.  The 
following  remirli  of  the  judge  {Sir  Willima  Wjnne)  may,  howevar,  be  qaoted : 
**I  desired  the  prioiit;  of  the  death  of  the  pnrtiea  to  be  oonudered.  I 
kIwbji  thoaghl  it  the  moal  raiionul  presumption  Ibat  sU  died  togelhsr,  tiid 
iJutt  none  eoald  tntnstcit  rights  (o  sDolhiir." 

f  Mori'rale'i  Chkncerj  BoporLi,  Tol.  i.  p.  806. 
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To  these  I  will  only  add  the  following :  Mr.  Sehrjn,  of  t]» 
war-office,  and  his  lady,  perished  in  the  disastrous  teodeit 
to  the  Rothsay  Castle  steamer,  (1831.)  By  his  will  he  tp- 
pointed  Mrs.  Selwyn  his  ezeoatrix;  and  in  case  she  ihodi 
die  in  his  lifetime,  other  execntors  were  appointed.  Tlie  ci^ 
cnmstances  of  their  death  raised  the  question,  whether  tbe 
oontmgency  provided  for  in  the  will  had  occurred,  and  whedw 
the  wife's  representatives,  or  the  executors  named  in  theefol 
of  her  prior  death,  were  to  take  administration. 

The  case  came  before  the  English  prerogative  court,  He- 
vember  7,  1831.  The  court  said,  that  in  other  similar  cuei 
it  had  been  held,  as  both  parties  might  be  supposed  to  hm 
perished  together,  that  the  wife  could  not  have  survived  Ae 
husband;  but  in  this  case,  the  words  were  ^^in  case  she  shooU 
die  in  my  lifetime."  The  presumption  was,  that  the  husband, 
as  the  strongest  of  the  two,  survived  the  longest:  and  u  il 
was  the  clear  intention  of  the  testator,  that  the  representi- 
tives  of  the  wife  should  not  take  the  administration,  and  ai 
there  was  no  attempt  on  the  part  of  those  representatives  to 
establish  an  intestacy,  the  court  decreed  probate  to  Ik 
executors.* 


«  London  AtUi  newipaper.  This  case  (m  re  Selwjn)  is  reported  m 
8  Haggard's  Ecclesiastical  Reports,  p.  748.  See  also,  ColTin  v.  King*i  Pk«^ 
tor,  1  Haggard,  p.  92. 

The  following  are  later  English  cases : — 

Case  of  Robert  Murray,  deceated. — Robert  Mnmy,  with  his  wife  and  m^ 
child,  proceeded  on  a  vojage  from  Dublin  to  Quebec,  on  board  the  biik 
Emerald,  of  London,  in  October,  1887 ;  on  the  twentj-fiflh,  during  a  tetst 
gale,  at  eleyen  o'clock  at  night,  the  yessel  struck  the  land.  When  this  hsp- 
pened,  Murray  was  on  deck,  and  his  wife  and  child  were  in  the  cabin.  Hff- 
raj  went  below,  and  shortlj  after  the  Teasel  again  struck  the  land  and  vMt 
to  pieces,  and  the  deceased,  his  wife  and  child,  were  drowned. 

The  aboTe  circumstances  were  set  forth  in  an  affidaTit  by  the  mate,  vW 
Bunriyed.  The  deceased  left  a  will,  in  which  he  had  bequeathed  the  whok 
of  bis  property  to  his  wife. 

The  court,  on  motion,  granted  administration,  with  the  wiU  annexed.  Is 
the  next  of  kin  of  the  husband,  as  dead,  a  widower ;  there  being  nothiag 
to  show  that  the  wife  sanrived,  the  next  of  kin  of  the  wife  consentingi 

Satterthtpoite  againtt  FoweU. — ^Migor  Armctt,  of  the  British  army,  hit  wift 
and  four  children,  saUed  in  January,  1819,  on  a  Toyage  fhun  Brialel  tt 
Cork.    The  vessel  was  lost  in  the  channel,  and  erery  one  on  board  periihsi 

Prerious  to  marriage,  thare  had  been  a  tettlMneiit  o&  tlie  wift^  ftr  ter 
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le  following  is  the  only  American  caso  wliich  I  can  find 
irted: — 

Hugh  Swinton  Ball,  with  his  wife  and  adopted  daughter, 
were  lost  on  board  the  Btcamer  Pulaski,  on  the  14th  June, 
1838.  By  hia  will,  he  bequeathed  to  his  wife  his  houBehold 
furniture,  servants,  etc.,  and  in  case  he  died  without  children, 
he  gave  her  all  the  property  received  by  him  in  marriage, 
Mid  other  legacies  out  of  his  own  estate.  A  claim  waa 
by  her  heirs,  on  the  ground  that  she  had  survived  her 
,nd. 
Ibancellor  Johnston  heard  the  cause  at  Charleston,  in 
Jutuary,  1839.  In  his  opinion  ho  first  reviews  the  cases  that 
have  already  come  before  various  courts,  and  remarks  that  in 
all  these  "the  English  and  American  courts  have  hitherto 
carefully  avoided  the  adoption  of  any  rule  of  decision.  The 
cases  have  gone  off  by  compromise,  or  were  decided  upon  a 
mle  adapted  to  the  nature  of  the  question  before  the  court, 


•^•nile  ui«,  and,  after  her  death,  for  the  liusband,  in  cue  he  sboald  nir- 

vlve  her.     Siibaeqiienl  (o  Ihis  she  had  the  power  to  devise  IL  &moDg  her 

ekildrcn,     She  died  inlealute,  snd  Ultera  of  aJmiDiBtruiiDi]  vcre  granied  to 

Mkry  Salt erlliw ail e,  wiilciw,  bb  her  mother,  itnd  neit  of  kin.     Sim  nns  now 

dewl,  and  had  left  pari  of  the  goods  of  the  dooeaacd  unadmiuUtered,  and 

^^^a  (ueitUn  wa>,  whether  admiaistratian  of  the  unadminiBlered  eSecU  at 

^^^b  Amielt  Bhould  be  graded  to  her  neit  of  kin,  or  to  the  representUitM 

^^^■be  kuaband. 

^^^Hk*  eoun*el  for  the  lalter  conleadeJ  that  the  ordinarj  presumption  of 

^^^K^afaould  be  followed,  tIi.,  that  whero  the  husband  sod  wife  perished  bj 

Um  Mme  accident,  the  former  shall  be  deemed  to  hate  BurTired.     "  Qere 

th«  |iroperlj  waa  the  wife's,  and  there  being  nothing  to  show  (hat  she  lur- 

L  and  the  presumption  being  ihat  llio  husband  would  lire  the  longeit, 

badmlniiiration  should  go  to  liis  representative. " 

«  oonrt  (Sir  Herbert  Jenner)  said:  -'The  principle  had  been  frequently 
A  upon,  that  whore  a  parly  dies  possessed  of  properly,  the  right  to  that 
r  pAises  lo  bis  next  of  kin,  uatesB  it  be  shown  to  have  passed  le 
niT  bj  Barrivorship.  Here  the  next  of  kin  to  ihe  husbaud  eliims  the 
9H7  which  was  Tested  in  his  wife;  that  claim  muit  be  nutde  out;  it 
I  b«  ahowii  that  the  husband  surYiTed.  The  property  remains  where 
■  (bund  to  be  vested,  unless  there  beevidenoe  to  show  that  it  bw  been 

n  litis  case  must  be  presumed  to  have  died  at  the  aama  time, 
Doihiog  to  show  llial  llie  Iiuabaiid  surrived  iiis  wife,  the 
iiiut  pass  10  tlie  next  of  kin."  (Curteis'  Ecclesiastical  Re- 
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and  not  to  the  question  of  right  as  transmitted  by  sunrmff- 
ship;"  or,  in  the  words  of  Chancellor  Kent,  "the  Eng)Uk 
law  has  hitherto  waived  the  question."  In  proof  of  this,  k 
adduces  the  well-known  cases  of  Gen.  Stanwix  and  SdvjB, 
of  Taylor  v,  Diplock,  and  Wright  v.  Sarmada.  Still,  Chm- 
cellor  Johnston  is  not  prepared  to  abandon,  as  delusire,  ill 
efforts  to  attain  rules  capable  of  deciding  the  fact  of  smnrinH^ 
ship,  even  in  instances  deemed  conjectural.  But  if  there  bi 
any  evidence  whatever,  even  though  it  be  but  a  shadow,  ii 
must  govern  in  the  decision  of  the  fact.  The  code  eml  k  it 
deed  grounded  on  this.  It  provides  that  if  several  penooi; 
entitled  to  inherit  from  each  other,  happen  to  perish,  withoit 
the  possibility  of  knowing  which  died  first,  the  presomptifli 
of  survivorship  is  determined  by  the  circumstanee9  of  thefidf 
and  is  only  in  default  of  these  that  rules  are  enacted  i^ipt 
cable  to  cases  of  a  more  conjectural  character. 

'^  In  what  I  have  said  hitherto  I  have  contemplated  a  cue 
where  the  cause  of  death  consisted  of  one  disaster,  whether  of 
more  rapid  or  of  slower  operation.  Bat  where  the  dinger 
consisted  of  a  series  of  successive  operations,  separated  fiem 
each  other,  and  each  capable  of  inflicting  death  upon  the  Ti^ 
tims  according  to  the  degree  of  exposure  to  it,  there  is  C€^ 
tainly  more  scope  for  testimony  and  for  inference,  from 
circumstances,  than  in  other  cases.** 

The  facts  are  thus  stated  by  the  chancellor: — 
"  The  Pulaski  left  Savannah  on  the  13th  of  June,  1838,  and 
arrived  at  Charleston  that  evening.  The  next  moming  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ball,  their  adopted  daughter  and  a  servant,  went  on 
board,  and  she  departed  north  on  her  course,  until  about  U 
o'clock  of  that  night,  when,  most  of  the  passengers  having 
retired  to  their  berths,  the  starboard  boiler  exploded.  By  tho 
explosion  an  extensive  breach  was  made  on  the  starboard  side 
of  the  vessel.  Her  main  deck  was  blown  off,  thus  destroying 
the  communication  between  the  forward  and  after  part  of  tbe 
steamer.  The  forward  part  of  the  upper  deck  (called  the 
hurricane  deck,  in  contradistinction  to  the  after  part,  which  is 
called  the  promenade  deck,)  was  blown  off,  carrying  with  it 
the  wheel-house,  in  which  the  commander  of  the  boat,  Ctpt 
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>oi3,  was  sleeping  at  the  time;  the  gentlemen's  forward 
1  was  much  torn,  its  floor  ripped  up,  and  its  bulk-head 
in,  and  Major  Twiggs,  whose  berth  was  there,  gives  115 
l8on  to  suppose  that  many  perished  in  that  part  of  the 
We\  by  the  explosion.  The  gentlemen's  after  cabin  (which 
vaa  under  the  main  deck,  nnd  immodiatcly  beneath  the  ladies' 
cabin,  which  was  on  that  deck,)  was  also  injured.  Some  part 
of  the  floor  was  ripped  up,  the  bulk-head  partly  driven  in,  and 
the  stairs  communicating  with  the  deck  more  or  less  shattered. 
The  vessel  was  careened  to  the  larboard,  and  as  she  dipped, 
began  to  fill  with  water.  In  a  very  short  time  the  hold  was 
Blled,  and  the  water  gained  to  the  level  of  the  floor  of  the 
gentlemen's  cabins.  It  rose  higher  with  great  rapidity,  the 
Tcssel  settled  to  the  centre,  where  the  breach  was,  and  all 
hope  that  she  could  hold  together  was  abandoned.  She  parted 
amidships,  and  the  forward  and  after  parts  pitched  into  the 
water  toward  the  centre,  at  an  angle  of  nearly  thirty  degrees. 
The  gentlemen's  after  cabin  was  now  entirely  filled,  and  the 
forward  cabin  was  certainly  in  as  bad  a  condition.  There 
^^pTG  some  persons  on  the  forward  part  of  the  vessel,  nearly 
^^■of  whom  speedily  perished,  but  the  greater  number  were 
^^^pthe  after  part,  including  one  or  two  who  had  passed  by 
^^Rimming  from  the  forward  to  tho  after  part.  Of  those  on 
the  after  part,  as  many  aa  could  climbed  to  tho  promenade 
deck ;  but  there  were  many,  mostly  ladies,  among  whom  was 
I.  Ball,  who  remained  on  the  main  deck.  These,  as  that 
k  sunk  deeper  and  deeper,  retreated  along  the  gangways, 
the  ladies'  cabin,  toward  the  stern.  The  promenade  deck, 
S  the  action  of  the  waves,  was  burst  from  the  top  of  the 
kt  and  wa«  submerged  with  all  that  were  on  it.  \Vhether 
I  Stem  of  the  boat  was  submerged  at  or  after  this  time,  is 
Krtaia.  Some  of  the  witnesses  Ibink  it  was,  even  before 
I  promenade  deck,  others,  that  it  was  not  submerged  at  all. 
1  these  events  bad  taken  place,  according  to  most  of  the 
,  in  about  from  forty  to  fifty  minutes;  according  to 

)  few  escaped  in  the  boats,  others  on  parte  of  the 
lek,  end  others  on  rafts  constructed  by  them  as  they  could. 
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Of  Mrs.  Ball  nothing  is  known,  after  the  sabmerging  of  d» 
promenade  deck,  nor  for  some  time  before.  Before  thk 
event,  her  cries  were  heard  by  one  witness,  who  had  gaiael 
the  promenade  deck,  as  they  proceeded  from  the  plaoe  dn 
still  occupied  on  the  deck  below.  No  witness  speaks  d  ki 
afterwards. 

'^  Within  a  few  minutes  after  the  explosion,  accordii^  ti 
one  witness  who  knew  her,  she  came  out  of  the  ladies'  eala 
and  began  to  call  upon  her  husband.  The  scene  was  (Hie  rf 
terror,  as  may  be  supposed ;  and  although  a  crowd  was  ii* 
stantly  gathered  at  that  part  of  the  vessel,  there  was  mt 
much  noise.  The  surrounding  horrors  seem  to  have  sabdod 
the  sufferers,  and  in  mute  astonishment  they  contemplated  iitt 
fate  that  awaited  them.  Even  the  wheels  had  stopped.  No- 
thing but  the  sound  of  the  waters,  which  were  somewhat  &> 
turbed,  and  the  hasty  exclamations  of  friends,  as  they  songhl 
each  other  out,  and  the  noise  occasioned  by  such  prepantioM 
as  the  more  active  and  prudent  felt  themselves  called  upon  to 
make  for  themselves  and  others  under  their  charge,  HR 
heard.  But  the  voice  of  Mrs.  Ball  was  heard  above  iD 
others,  calling  upon  her  husband.  She  ran  forward  to  tbe 
chasm  caused  by  the  explosion,  retraced  her  steps,  and  con- 
tinued to  traverse  the  starboard  gangway  in  search  of  bin, 
uttering  his  name  in  tones  so  elevated  by  her  agony,  that  tkej 
reached  most  parts  of  the  vessel,  and  seem  to  have  made  la 
indelible  impression  upon  all  who  heard  them.  Her  cry, 
according  to  one  witness,  was  a  cry  of  bitter  despair  and 
anxious  inquiry,  and,  according  to  all,  it  was  lifted  in  shdl 
tones,  carrying  an  irresistible  appeal  to  all  hearts. 

^'  Mr.  Ball  was  neither  seen  nor  heard.  Mrs.  Ball  wai 
heard  and  seen  by  many,  but  no  response  was  heard  to  hff 
cries,  nor  was  any  one  seen  to  approach  her  for  her  p^ote^ 
tion  or  consolation.  Two  witnesses,  who  knew  Mrs.  Ball, 
saw  Aer,  but  did  not  see  htm.  One  of  them  passed  and  re- 
passed her,  in  a  hurried  manner  to  be  sure,  but  did  not  dis- 
cover him. 

"  He  was  neither  seen  nor  heard  after  the  explosion,  unlesB 
he  was  the  person  referred  to  by  two  witnesses^  who  stated  the 
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ing  circnroatance :  Very  shortly  after  the  explosion,  a 
■as  let  down  on  the  starboard  side  of  the  steamer,  into 
some  pevBons  deaconded.  As  the  boat  was  lying  below, 
a  gentleman  came  to  that  side  of  the  deck,  and  throwing  a 
coat  into  the  boat,  called  to  those  in  it  to  hold  fast  a  moment, 
and  instantly  disappeared.  He  never  reappeared,  but  the 
next  day  the  coat  was  found  to  be  a  black  dress  coat  of  a  large 
fliee,  (such  was  the  siie  of  Mr.  Ball,)and  in  one  of  the  pockets 
was  discovered  a  shirt  collar,  on  which  was  written  the  name 
of  Ball,  with  some  initials  which  the  witnesses  have  forgotten. 

"  Now  these  are  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  It  is  not 
the  case  of  an  unknown  calamity,  nor  of  one  withdrawn  from 
observiition,  nor  is  it  a  case  where  the  calamity  was  of  instan- 
taneous operation.  It  is  a  case  for  testimony,  and  to  be  de- 
cided on  testimony," 

Chancellor  Johnston  proceeds  to  say,  that  as  the  right  on 
the  part  of  Mrs.  Ball  was  derivative,  the  burden  is  on  the 
plaintiffs  to  prove  that  she  was  the  survivor.  But  although 
bounil  to  prove  this,  it  does  not  follow  that  they  are  to  prove 

to  demonstration.     We  must  take  the  best  evidence  that  the 

affords. 
^Although  unwilling  to  rest  on  the  fact  that  Mrs.  Ball  was 
last  person  seen,  yet  he  inclines  to  the  opinion,  that  In 
cases  of  persons  lost  by  a  common  accident  this  should  be  the 
ground  of  decision.  He  prefers,  ia  the  present  instance,  "to 
pat  the  ca^e  upon  the  ground  of  probability  arising  from  the 
evidence,  upon  a  belief  engendered  by  a  combination  of  cir- 
eamstunccs,  and  upon  the  superiority  of  positive  proof  over 
conjecture  or  even  probability. 

"  The  explosion  produced  its  most  fatal  effects  in  the  gentle- 
men's forward  cabin,  and  that  was  the  first  part  of  the  vessel 
which  sunk.  The  after  cabin  wa^  also  much  injured.  From 
the  forward  cabin  many  persons  never  escaped.  From  the 
ttfter  cabin,  so  far  as  we  know  from  the  evidence,  all  did 
escape  except  Judge  Cameron,  an  infirm  old  man.  Bat  from 
the  description  given  of  its  condition,  it  is  possible  that  some 
^bers  may  have  been  detained,  either  from  being  hart  or 

terwise,  until  the  cabin  filled. 
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^^It  is  certain  that  Mrs.  Ball  escaped  the  ezplorioiL  Iiit 
certain  that  Mr.  Ball  did  ?  Mr.  Ball  engaged  a  berth  in  dn 
after  cabin.  The  probability  is  that  he  got  it,  but  this  is  6r 
from  certain.  The  boat  came  with  man j  passengers  from  Ss- 
vannah,  which  may  have  occasioned  Mr.  Ball  to  be  displuel 
and  transferred  forward.  I  think,  however,  it  is  not  probalk 
he  was  so  transferred,  because,  by  an  arrangement  betiwi 
the  agents  in  Savannah  and  at  Charleston,  they  were  entidei 
to  let  berths,  in  alternate  order,  throughout  the  boat,  and  n 
know  that  some  of  the  passengers  who  came  from  Savaiuiik 
had  not  the  advantage  of  pre-occupying  the  after  cabin,  and 
that  some  of  the  Charleston  passengers  were  let  into  the  cabia; 
Mr.  Ball,  therefore,  was  probably  in  that  cabin.  But  there  ■ 
a  probability  that  he  was  in  the  forward  cabin,  and  if  so,  in 
the  greatest  danger  from  the  explosion.  Mrs.  Ball  was  cleared 
from  that  danger  certainly^  Mr.  Ball  only  probably.  Soppo^ 
ing  that  he  was  in  the  after  cabin,  still  there  are  chances  of 
his  destruction  there,  from  which,  we  know,  Mrs.  Ball  wai 
totally  free  on  the  deck.  We  know  Mrs.  Ball  was  there. 
This  %8  certain.  Is  it  certain  that  Mr.  Ball  had  hithoto 
escaped,  and  was  the  person  who  threw  the  coat  into  the  boat! 
It  may  be  that  he  was  the  man.  I  think  it  hardly  probaUe. 
I  should  have  thought  that  he  was  the  man  if  he  had  been 
seen  at  any  time  near  his  wife,  or  had  answered  to  her  heart- 
rending calls.  But  it  is  more  probable  that  some  one  else  in 
the  hurry  of  the  moment  may  have  mistaken  Mr.  Ball*8  coat 
for  his  own,  and  thrown  it  into  the  boat,  than  that  an  aflfection- 
ate  husband  and  brave  man,  as  Mr.  Ball  is  proved  to  hare 
been,  should  have  heard  such  appeals  as  were  made  to  him  bj 
his  wife,  and  should  at  such  a  time  have  failed  in  his  datj  to 
her. 

^' We  have  indubitable  evidence  that  she  had  so  far  escaped; 
the  same  evidence,  with  a  moral  force  which  cannot  be  resisted, 
convinces  us  that  he  must  have  already  perished,  or  he  would 
have  been  at  her  side.  I  have,  from  all  these  considerations, 
formed  the  opinion  that  Mrs.  Ball  survived  her  husband.*' 

On  appeal,  (February,  1840,)  the  above  decision  was  con- 
firmed. 
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The  reporter  gives  the  argument  of  Col,  Hunt,  counsel  for 
the  appelltiuts.  The  burden  of  this  is,  that  the  exact  time  of 
the  death  of  Mrs,  Ball  is  known.  She  was,  from  her  terror 
and  feebleness,  undoubtedly  drowEed  when  the  decks  sank. 
Mr.  Ball  may  have  survived  for  some  time  after.  The  great 
error  (he  objects)  on  the  other  side,  is  the  resort  to  negative 
testimony.  He  was  not  seen,  he  was  not  heard,  therefore  h« 
was  dead,  although  no  cau^e  of  death  is  traced  to  him,  Thoro 
is  no  proof  that  he  was  killed  by  the  explosion.  He  was  a 
good  swimmer,  he  may  have  caught  a  fragment  of  the  WTcck, 
and  survived  a  long  time.  As  to  Mrs.  Ball,  this  was  impos- 
ible. 

[  Col.  Hunt  considers  it  certain  that  Mr.  Ball  had  a  berth  in 
B  after  cabin,  from  which  all  escaped  except  Judge  Cameroih 
He  is  ulso  decided  in  opinion  that  it  was  Mr.  Ball  who  threV   j 
his  coat  into  the-  boat;  nor  because  he  was  not  with  his  wifet 
(lots  it  prove  that  he  was  dead  ?     He  might  have  been  seeking 
some  means  to  save  her ;  ho  might  have  been  looking  for  hid 
adopted  daughter. 
^^^    "  There  ia  no  legal  proof  that  Mr.  Ball  was  dead  at  the 
^^bme  the  witnesses  heard  the  cries  of  his  wifo.     No  human  tea* 
^^Hnony  can  fix  the  time  of  his  death,  while  that  of  his  wife  is 
^^Htadorod  almost  certain.    And  thus,  so  far  from  the  complnin- 
^^Bita  having  established  thoir  survivorship,  the  weight  of  evi- 
^^HkDce  proves  that  the  husband  survived.     It  is  enough  for  ua 
^^feat  the  fact  is  left  unsettled.     The  burden  of  proof  was  upon 
the  complainants,  and  they  have  failed  to  establish  their  po- 
sition."* 

In  reviewing  these  cases,  it  may  probably  appoar  to  some 
that  physical  principles  will  never  be  sufficient  to  decide  them 
nith  any  degree  of  probability.     This,  indeed,  is  the  opinion 

Bf  some  medical  jurists,  as  Eelloc,  Orfila,  and  Duncan-f 
ttbers  again,  and  in  particular  Zacchias,  have  laid  down  rules 
IT  judging  in  all  the  various  kinds  of  accidents  that  may 

■  Toll  and  another  v,  llall'i  e:t«cu(or«.  (Chores'  South  Cnrolin*  Chanocry 
I         Cmm,  »ol.  i.) 

L  t  tlelloo,  p.  101  ;  Eaiuhurgh  Medics]  nnd  SorgiOdl  Journsl,  toI.  i.  p.  834; 
"*'"'■  Lemons,  Tol.  i.  p.  535. 
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occur.  Thus  in  those  dead  from  hunger,  the  young  Bhooldk 
supposed  to  have  first  perished,  then  infants,  and  lastly  old 
men ;   and  as  to  sex,  women  probably  survive.     In  cases  of 

drowning,  a  dissection  and  examination  of  the  organs  immefi- 
atelj  acted  upon,  may  lead  to  correct  opinions,  while  in  tboie 
found  dead  from  noxious  exhalations,  we  should  examine  du 
relative  situation  of  the  bodies  to  the  noxious  air,  and  the  stilo 
of  thoracic  capacity.  In  all  cases,  the  state  of  health  shouU, 
if  possible,  be  ascertained,  and  apoplectic  habits  should  alwiji 
be  deemed  to  have  been  the  earliest  sufferers."^ 

Dr.  Beatty  has  lately  considered  these  probabilitiei  mm 
in  detail,  in  a  valuable  essay  in  the  Cyclopedia  of  Practied 
Medicine,  t  As  to  age,  he  concedes  that,  in  general,  Ttrj 
young  persons,  and  those  far  advanced  in  age,  sink  mon 
readily  than  adults  and  those  in  the  middle  stage  of  life.  I 
have  been,  however,  struck  with  the  difficulty  of  forming  po8i> 
tive  opinions  even  on  this,  from  an  incident  related  by  Barek- 
hardt.  In  giving  an  account  of  a  caravan  coming  in  want  of 
water  in  the  Nubian  desert,  he  says  that  ^^  the  youngest  sUtm 
bore  the  thirst  better  than  the  rest ;  and  that  while  the  growi- 
up  boys  all  died,  the  children  reached  Egypt  in  safety. J"  Dr. 
Beatty  agrees,  that  under  similar  circumstances,  the  male  wiD 
survive  longer  than  the  female,  but  suggests  several  qualifjing 
circumstances  which  should  enter  into  the  estimate.  Tke 
greater  liability  of  the  weaker  sex  to  fainting,  and  their  abQiij 
to  preserve  life  longer,  without  marked  arterial  circulation, 
may,  in  many  cases,  tend  to  their  preservation.  As  to  hahit 
and  variety  of  constitution,  all  such  that  have  a  tendency  to 
affections  of  the  head  and  lungs,  should  be  deemed  the  first 
victims,  in  case  the  causes  of  death  are  of  a  description  to 
affect  these.  And  the  moral  condition  must  not  be  overlookei 
The  brave  survive  the  fearful  and  the  nervous. 

If  we  turn  to  the  causes  by  means  of  which  a  number  of 
persons  may  have  been  simultaneously  destroyed,  we  shall  find 

*  ZacchioR,  lib.  v.  tit.  2,  quest.  12.  Ho  also  adds,  that  when  persons  tit 
destroyed  in  a  fire,  those  who  are  suffocated  Expire  before  those  who  an 
burnt  to  death.   (Seo  Foder6,  vol.  ii.  pp.  228  to  232;  Smith,  p.  880.) 

f  Vol.  iy.  p.  97,  art.  Survivorthip. 

X  Library  of  Entertaining  Knowledge.    The  Menageries,  toI.  i.  p.  296. 
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onr  data  far  from  being  numerous  or  settled.  Dr.  Beatty  ob- 
serves,  tlmt  if  a  positively  deleterious  gas,  such  as  sulphuretted 
hydrogen  or  carbonic  acid  gas,  has  been  the  agent  of  eufibca- 
tioD,  it  may  be  presumed  that  death  was  rapid  in  all,  and  otv- 
curred  at  nearly  the  game  time.  A  late  writer,  however, 
sfGrms,  that  from  numerous  observations,  made  for  a  long 
period,  on  persons  dead  from  asphyxia,  (and  the  context  sbowB 
that  ho  principally  means  carbonic  acid  gas,)  the  female 
adult  survives  longer  than  the  male  adult.  The  strongest 
individuals  die  first.* 

From  the  experiments  of  Dr.  Edwards,  it  would  seem  that 
if  death  be  caused  merely  by  atmospheric  air  becoming  defi- 
cient in  oxygen,  the  adult  will  perish  sooner  thfin  infants  or 
very  young  persons.  The  dreadful  mortality  in  the  Black 
Hole  at  Calcutta  shows  how  rapidly  this  cause  acts  on  the 
male  in  the  vigor  of  life. 

Heat  and  cold  operate  differently  on  the  same  description 
of  persons.  The  male  and  the  adnlt  have  repeatedly  sunk 
onder  their  sufferings  in  traversing  the  deserts  of  Egypt  and 
Syria,  while  the  young  have  eacapeJ.  Cold,  on  the  contrary, 
will  earliest  destroy  the  infant  and  the  young. 

In  cases  of  two  or  more  persons  drowned  at  the  same  time, 
Devcrgie  remarks  that  those  who  bear  the  marks  of  apoplexy 
should  bo  considered  &s  having  die<]  the  earliest;  and  again, 
those  who  die  from  syncope  survive  longer  than  when  asphyxia 

•  SorduUan  in  Annales  d'Hjgiino.  toI.  i.  p.  173.  In  ftirlher  confirtn*- 
tjoo  <i(  lliia,  Devergie  mftkeA  Lhe  foUowing  itatemoDt:  Aooording  to  official 
repurU,  StiU  caaes  of  oBphyiia  fi-oxa  uiLrboaic  acid  b^Te  occurred  in  P&rii 
bMween  1824  nod  1833.  Of  Ihe^c.  IQ  nere  double  cues,  (male  nnd  fem&le 
■ffcolcd  nl  Tlie  same  lime,)  aod  three  only  recoiered.  These  three  were 
fmnalM.  Out  of  73  focoaUa,  18  were  saved,  wliile  out  or  83  males,  only  19 
rMOTered,  h  proportion  ia  fuvor  ofremalaB  of  four  to  S>e.  (Deiergis,  tol.  iL 
p.  023.)  In  conrormitj  to  this,  isa  case  in  llie  Tr»ua;lvBmii  Journal.  toI.  i. 
p.  OOT,  OD  llie  aulhnril;  at  Prof.  Dudle/.  Il  is  that  of  a  man  and  his  wife 
nlToaaled  Id  a  olane  and  mnsU  room  b?  the  giu  from  live  ceals.  At  0  a.h. 
tie  tnan  was  found  ileod,  rigid  and  eonlraetetl,  the  woman  breathed  and  was 
reeavered,  Tliero  is  a  verj  difGouIt  oaae  cited  by  Krugnlntein — of  a  bnt- 
banil  and  wife  of  the  aame  ago.  dead  from  the  fumes  of  charcoal,  in  which 
Meuger  and  Pyl  agree  iLal  the  female  died  Graf,  becsuiie  there  were  no 
mtrks  of  sufiiKialian  (swollen  and  eongeeled  lungs,  with  increased  quantity 
of  wmBi,)  preacnl  with  her,  u  there  wai  with  the  husband. 
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is  the  cause.*    All  wounds  and  injuries  are  to  be  supposed  to 
have  accelerated  the  fatal  termination. 

Such  are  some  of  the  inferences  drawn  from  positiye  fiuti, 
and  from  physiological  researches.  If  they  are  deemed  too 
few  or  too  contradictory,  it  still  remains  to  determine  whedier 
we  should  not  have  some  positive  rules  to  guide  us.  I  cumot 
doubt  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  this.f  And  in  adopting 
any  as  law,  such  as  approach  the  nearest  to  natural  jostiee 
will  be  the  best.  The  provisions  of  the  French  code,  ii& 
some  modifications,  appear  to  be  best  adapted  for  administo^ 
ing  equitably  in  the  majority  of  cases  that  may  occur.| 

*  Again,  those  on  whom  the  signs  both  of  apoplexy  and  Buffocatioi  in 
present,  must  be  deemed  to  have  died  first.  (Kbuqclstbix.) 

f  I  cannot,  however,  agree  with  a  writer  in  Brando's  Journal,  voLiEii 
41,  who  proposes  that  in  all  catet^  the  order  of  nature  should  be  prami 
to  have  taken  place,  and  that  the  child,  whatever  be  its  physical  powcns 
age,  should  be  deemed  to  have  suryiyed  the  parent.  Certainly  this  is ut 
warranted  by  obseryation  or  deduction. 

X  The  following  remark  will  show  that  the  necessity  of  enaetmenti  ii 
elsewhere  acknowledged:  **With  regard  to  cases  of  comparaUve  1nfr^ 
qnency,  indeed  our  law  is  culpably  careless.  We  hare  shown  ourseltHM 
fHends  to  codifying;  but  we  contend  that  eyery  ascertained  donbt  skodi 
be  disposed  of  without  delay."  (London  Law  Magazine,  toI.  iL  p.  549.) 


m 


le  qucsliona  in  whicb  tha  leslimonj'  of  meilicnl  men  may  b* 
9  to  Ihu  age  of  an  individual — tbe  agr  at  whioli  he  is  considered 
[wbic  of  cammilling  certain  crimes.  Tlie  period  of  absence  lliat  ig 
iensidered  ns  presumptiTe  proof  of  a  man's  death.  Decisions  on  tbia 
I  England— Scoiland— Sinten  of  New  Yort  and  South  Carolina. 
Ap  bejond  wbicb  pregnaac?  ia  deemed  Impoaaible.  The  Douglas  cause. 
IrKira  on  Ibis  point — cAees.  2.  Identity.  Ca^es  whore  pbyaiaians  nay  be 
nquired  to  identify  indiriduals  by  physical  marks.  Remarkable  iDslaDaai 
in  France — Martin  Guerre— Francis  Noiseu— Sieur  de  Caill 6— Baronet — 
Sieur  Labbo.  Engllflh  oaaes.  EITecie  i>f  age  in  altering  the  personal 
appearance.  Caae  of  Casali.  Remarkitblo  casee  of  diaputed  identity  in 
Sm  York  and  Louisiana,     Cicatrices  and  their  Talue  in  disputed  oBaea. 


.SB  U  a  subject  of  copious  discussinn  with  manj  of  the 

T  writers  on  tnedicai  jurisprudence,  and  even  Fodert!  has 
eolargcd  on  it.  I  can,  however,  conceive  but  very  few  casea 
in  which  a  physician  can  be  called  on  to  give  un  opinion. 
There  are  laws  in  all  civilized  countries  defining  ihe  various 
periods,  such  as  minority,  majority,  etc.,  and  if  the  registers 
or  testimonials  to  prove  these  are  wanting,  it  is  difficult  to  sug- 
it  any  physical  proofs  on  which  a  medical  man,  more  than 

other  individual,  ciin  venture  to  pronounce  decisively.* 
IThere  are,  however,  exceptions   to  these  remarks,  as  the 

lers  of  these  pages  must  have  noticed.     It  is  often  of  the 
llighest  importance  to  ascertain  the  age  of  a  fcetus  or  a  new- 


tt  appean,  bowover.  that  in  oenaln  easca  wbere  doubt  eiista  aa  to  ttta 

n  indiridunl,  ht  ii  lo  bt  btouijKt  inlo  eovrl,  to  bi  iiuptetid  by  theJUdgtl, 

Uner  b«  bo  of  fnll  age  or  noL     If  the  couK  ha;,  apon  inap«etion,  any 

)t  of  tbe  age  of  tbe  party,  it  may  proceed  to  lake  proofs  of  tbe  ttct, 

i^  vol.  iii.  p.  882,)    See  I'ojuti'a  ease  In  Crake's  James,  p.  230. 

hr*.  Sbdbaoh,  (1  Dallas'  Pennsytvsnia  Reports,  IdS.) 
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bom  child ;  but  the  proofs  of  these  have  been  more  prcqterlj, 
we  conceive,  investigated  in  another  place.  There  are  ibo 
some  points  in  the  age  of  individuals  which  deserve  considen- 
tion  in  a  treatise  on  Medical  Police,  such  as  the  proper 
period  for  contracting  marriage,  and  the  division  of  life  mto 
the  different  terms  of  infancy,  youth,  manhood,  and  old  age. 

It  is  proper,  notwithstanding,  to  make  some  suggestioni 
relative  to  this  subject. 

1.  In  the  English,  and  in  our  own  laws,  certain  periods  of 
life  are  prescribed,  before  which  individuals  shall  not  le 
deemed  guilty  of  particular  crimes.  Thus  a  male  infant  niider 
the  age  of  fourteen  is  considered  incapable  of  committing  i 
rape.  But  it  deserves  notice  that,  occasionally,  though  of 
course  rarely,  there  are  cases  of  early  pvhertjfy  where  the 
strength  and  ability  are  fully  sufficient  to  complete  this  crime, 
under  certain  circumstances.  Instances  are  related  where  the 
generative  functions  have  appeared  perfect  at  a  very  early  age, 
and  every  mark  of  manhood  has  been  present.*     Whether  b 


*  Instances  of  premature  puberty  are  numeroas  both  in  the  mile  ud 
female.  Of  the  former  I  may  refer  to  those  related  bj  Dra.  White  and  Bitf- 
ohet,  and  Mr.  South,  in  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Transactions,  toL  L  p.  276^ 
Tol.  xi.  p.  446,  and  vol.  xii.  p.  76.  The  subjects  were  each  about  Hkm 
years  of  age.  Ballard  mentions  a  case  that  lately  occurred  in  Paris,  wbcit 
a  female  attributed  her  pregnancy  to  a  boy  ten  years  old.  Instances ef 
infantile  menstruation  are  related  by  Dr.  Wall.  Medico-Chirurgical  Tmu* 
actions,  vol.  ii.  p.  116,  and  by  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  do.,  vol.  \y.  p.  204;  iIn. 
by  Meckel,  Lancet.  N.  S.,  toI.  iii.  p.  264.  Dr.  Davis,  in  his  Obstetric  Medi- 
cine, pp.  236,  728,  has  collected  a  number  of  cases,  with  references  tomiBJ 
others.  For  other  cases  of  precocity  in  either  sex,  see  Stalpart,  voLi-p. 
836;  London  Medical  and  Physical  Journal,  vol.  xxvii.  p.  622;  Chapmu'i 
Journal,  vol.  ii.  p.  198;  Philosophical  Transactions,  vol.  xix.  p.  80,  toL 
zlii.  p.  627,  vol.  xliii.  p.  249 ;  London  Medical  Repository,  vol.  xvii.  p.  851 

A  case  by  Dr.  D'Autrepont,  of  a  female  child,  in  Monthly  Joumil  of 
Foreign  Medicine,  vol.  i.  p.  185,  from  a  German  Journal. 

A  case  by  Mr.  Thomas  Smith,  in  Scotland,  Brewster's  Edinburgh  Jonml 
of  Science,  N.  S.,  vol.  i.  p.  26. 

Menstruation  at  nineteen  months,  case  by  Dr.  Diffenbaoh,  (from  Meckel) 
North  American  Archives,  vol.  i.  p.  70. 

A  case  near  London,  by  Dr.  Bume,  Midland  Medical  and  Surgical  Re- 
porter, vol.  i.  p.  137. 

A  case  in  NewJersey,  (male,)  by  Dr.  Johns,  New  York  Medical  and  Phj- 
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e  of  this  kind,  the  premature  powers  of  the  individual 

mid  not  be  considered,  instead  of  his  actual  age,  is  a  ques- 
1  for  legislators.     While  the  period  is  positively  fixed  by 
IbT,  DO  question  can  be  raised  concerning  it.* 


(He 


1,  yo\.  ii.  p.  237 ;  and  ane  at  Quebec,  in  n  female,  b;  I>r.  Tob- 
der,  Tol.  ix.  p.  240. 

A  recent  caie  by  Dr.  Le  Bean,  of  Louiniana,  of  infantile  meDgtruatiaa. 
(American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences,  vol.  li.  p.  42.) 

A  remarkable  co6e  of  njenslrualioD  at  one  jear,  and  pregnane;  at  nlns. 
On  the  twentieth  of  April,  1934,  Ibis  female,  aged  len  yeara  and  thirteen 
da;e,  was  delitercd  of  a  female  child,  weighing  seven  and  Ihree-foiirtlii 
This  occurred  in  Rt^man  Couui;,  Eenlucky,  and  is  related  bj 
D.  Bowlett,  uf  Waisborougb,  in  that  Stale.  (Tranijlvania  Journal,  lol 


B.) 


r,  related  b;  Dr.  Susewind, 


German  J',  of  m 

ledioo-Chirurgieal  Rcrii' 

by  Mr.  Peaeocb,  of  menBlruali-on  al  five  years.  (Lnndoa  Hedl 
Quetle,  Tul.  zit.  p.  648.) 

UeoMruaUon  at  eighteen  months,  case  by  Dr.  Leni,  of  Datiliia,  hwa 
Ckaper.  (British  anil  Foreign  Med.  Review,  toL  iL  p,  225.) 

A  boy,  aged  five  years,  at  Lynn,  Connecticut ;  case  by  Dr.  Duriiee.  (Boston 
Hed.  and  Surg.  Journal,  vol.  xiiii.  p,  299.) 

A  boy,  aged  three  years  and  four  months,  at  Cambray,  in  France,  with 
the  generative  organs  lilie  those  of  a  young  man  in  size  and  appearance. 
Semen  secreted;  case  by  Dr.  Ruelle.  (itullelio  do  I'AcBdemie  Koyale  de 
HMeeine,  to!,  viii.  p.  622.) 

IVsnitmation  at  two  years  of  age,  in  >  girl  bom  in  the  mountains  of 
Uny;  the  genitals  were  covered  with  Iknir,  and  the  breasts  firm.     Thie 
t,  related  by  Dr.  Csriis,  was  examined  by  ibe  .Academy  of  Medicine  of 
.  (LoDdoD  and  Edinburgh  Monthly  Journal  MeiL  Science,  vol.  iL 
p.  1060.) 

A  boy,  ngod  acarly  four  yean,  born  in  the  Stale  of  Mississippi,  witli 
(enSlsl  organs  largely  developed,  ond  pubea  covered  with  hair.  His  strengib 
livery  great;  ease  by  Dr.  Lopei.  (American  Journal  Med.  Sciences,  N.  S., 
voL  V.  p.  600.) 

Case  by  Wm.  Whitmore,  a  female  child  had  (he  catamenia  regularly  at 

iriods  of  three  weeks  and  iwo  or  three  Juys,  from  a  few  weeks  after  birth, 

ttil  fotir  years  and  some  months,  wlien  Hhe  died.      On  dissection,  the 

■  were  quite  large,  and  there  was  liair  on  ihe  mom  vrneria.  (Med. 

er,  vol.  ii.  p.  121,  from  Sorthorn  J  ournal  of  Medicine.  July,  1846.) 

'  "A  boy,  under  fourteen  years  of  age  canaot,  in  point  of  law.  be  guilty 

fm  Mnult  with  intent  to  commit  a  rape  ;  and  if  be  be  under  ihat  age,  no 

a  ftdmUaible  to  show  that,  in  point  of  fad,  he  oould  commit  the 

rape."   Reifina  v.  Philips,  H  Carrington  and  Payne's  Beports,  7SG. 

(Auerickn  Jurist,  vol.  iiiii.  p.  173.) 

By  the  civil  law,  minors  under  the  age  of  tcu  and  a  half,  were  not  punish- 


662  AQX  AVB  IDBHTIT7. 

2.  Metzger  suggests  another  point,  which  may  occssooiDj 
require  the  opinion  of  a  physician,  viz. :  Sow  long  aperidif 
absence  shall  be  considered  as  presumptive  proof  of  a  wm*% 

death?* 

There  are  some  law  cases  which  may  be  qnoted  in  ehicili' 
tion  of  this.  In  Benson  v.  Oliver,  in  the  court  of  excheqw, 
5  George  II.,  1732,  before  Chief  Baron  Reynolds:  "Upoi 
trial  of  an  issue  directed  by  the  court  of  exchequer,  the  depi' 
sition  of  a  witness  examined  in  1672  was  offered  to  be  re^ 
without  any  evidence  of  his  being  dead,  relying  upon  thepn* 
sumption  from  length  of  time,  which  would  entitle  the  ret&g 
of  a  deed  at  that  date.  The  chief  oaron  refused  to  let  it  h 
read,  saying,  a  deed  had  some  authenticity  from  the  solemmtj 
of  hand  and  seal.  He  said,  if  proper  researches  or  inqmiy 
had  been  made,  and  no  account  could  be  given  of  Iiim,lie 
would  have  admitted  it  at  such  a  distance  of  time."t  AgiiB, 
in  Dixon  v.  Dixon,  where  a  legatee  had  been  abroad  twe&tj- 
six  years,  and  had  not  been  heard  of  for  twenty-five  yein, 
the  master  of  the  rolls  said  he  would  presume  him  tote 
dead4  Chancellor  Kent,  in  this  State,  has  decided  thit 
^  ignorance  in  a  family  of  the  existence  of  one  of  the  chQdreii, 
who  had  gone  abroad  at  the  age  of  twenty-two,  unmarried,  vA 
had  not  been  heard  of  for  upwards  of  forty  years,  is  sufficient 
to  warrant  the  court  or  jury  to  presume  the  fact  of  his  deitk 
without  issue.§ 


able  for  any  crime ;  from  ten  and  a  half  to  fourteen,  if  found  to  be  M 
eapacefj  they  were,  but  with  many  mitigations,  and  not  with  the  utmost  ri|tf 
of  the  law.  The  exception  nisi  malitia  tuppleat  xtatem  must  be  noticed  it 
many  criminal  cases,  and  is  approved  by  our  own  and  the  English  bw. 
(See  Edinburgh  Encyclopedia,  art.  Crimes,) 

*  Metiger,  p.  142. 

f  Strangers  Reports,  yoI.  ii.  p.  920. 

X  Brown's  Chancery  Cases,  toI.  iii.  p.  510.  ** Where  no  account  caita 
given  of  a  person,  the  presumption  of  the  duration  of  life  (in  En^liBd) 
ceases  at  the  expiration  of  seven  years  from  the  time  he  was  last  knows  ti 
be  living."  Phillips*  Law  of  Evidence,  p.  152.  See  also  Doe  r.  JessQif 
6  East's  Reports,  p.  80,  and  Dean  v.  Davidson,  (8  Haggard's  Eeclesiiitiflil 
Reports,  554,)  Doe  dem.  Knight  v,  Nepean,  (2  Neville  and  Manning's  Bt> 
ports,  219.) 

2  McComb  (executor  of  Ogilvie)  v,  Wright.  (Johnson's  Chancery  Report 
Tol.  T.  p.  268.) 
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In  Scotland  I  find  the  following  stated:  ^'Eighteen  years 
ibsence,  and  being  holden  and  reputed  dead,  was  found  a  suffi- 
lient  probation  to  take  ofi*  the  presumption  of  life."*"  And  in 
L8S0,  the  court  of  sessions  granted  a  sum  of  money  to  lega- 
tees which  had  been  settled  on  them  by  a  person  who  went  to 
[ndia  in  1805,  and  who  had  not  since  been  heard  of.  Bail 
WBSf  however,  required  to  repay,  in  case  of  his  return,"  etc.f 

In  a  case  where  a  person  went  as  a  saijor  to  Tobago,  and 
bad  not  been  heard  of  for  twenty  years,  and  his  age,  if  alive, 
irould  have  been  about  fifty,  the  court  of  sessions  in  Scotland 
allowed  the  interest  of  a  bequest  to  the  person  next  entitled, 
Ihnd  would  have  given  the  principal,  if  security  for  its  return, 
should  it  be  required,  had  been  offered. J 

The  French  code  is  very  cautious  on  this  subject.  It  re- 
quires thirty-five  years  of  absence,  or  one  hundred  years  since 
Uie  birth  of  the  absent  person,  before  the  heirs  can  demand  a 
division  of  his  property,  and  be  put  in  definite  possession 
of  it.§ 

In  the  State  of  New  York,  the  presumption  of  the  duration 
of  life  is  reduced  to  the  period  of  five  years,  provided  the 
party  has  not  been  heard  of  during  that  time,  and  marriages 
are  allowed  to  be  contracted  after  the  period  stated  ;||  but  the 
Bpace  of  seven  years  is  adopted  in  the  act  for  the  more  effec- 
toal  discovery  of  the  death  of  persons  upon  whose  lives  estates 
depend.T[ 

^  *  Decisions  of  the  Court  of  Session,  vol.  iii.  p.  436. 

f  Edinburgh  Law  Journal,  vol.  1.  p.  101.  ''In  Scotland,  so  far  as  mar- 
riage is  concerned  at  least,  a  man  is  presumed  to  be  dead  who  is  not  heard 
of  for  seven  years,  in  which  case  his  wife  may  form  a  new  union,  by  pro- 
olaiming  and  calling  on  her  husband  to  appear  at  the  cross  of  Edinburgh, 
and  as  he  may  be  in  a  distant  country  or  at  sea,  it  is  necessary  to  give  him 
a  fair  opportunity  of  hearing  the  summons,  the  law  wisely  provides  that  he 
shall  also  be  summoned  at  the  shore  and  pier  of  Leith.  I  am  not  aware 
that  the  law  applies  in  cases  where  property  is  concerned."  (Dunlop.) 

X  Campbell  v.  Lament,  Cases  in  the  Court  of  Session,  vol.  iii.  p.  98.  For 
similar  cases,  see  Fettes  v.  Gordon,  ibid.,  toI.  iv.  p.  150;  case  of  Mrs.  Hys- 
lop,  ibid.,  vol.  yiii.  p.  919.  In  this  last,  the  lord  president  observed  that 
he  remembered  the  reappearance  of  a  party,  after  being  unheard  of  for  a 
period  of  thirty-three  years. 

2  Code  Civil,  sec.  129.     See  the  whole  chapter. 

II  Revised  Laws,  vol.  i.  p.  113,  and  Revised  Statutes,  toL  ii  p.  687. 

f  Revised  Laws,  voL  L  p.  108,  and  Revised  Statutes,  toL  L  p.  740. 
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South  Carolina.  ^' An  absence  from  the  State  for  lem 
years,  without  being  heard  of,  raises  the  legal  presumptiimrf 
the  death  of  the  husband."* 

Missouri.  '^Absence  beyond  the  seas  for  seven  years,  vi&> 
out  being  heard  from,  raises  the  presnmption  of  deatL'*t 

8.  A  third  subject  discussed  under  this  title  has  been,  tk 
age  at  which  pregnancy  is  possible^  and  beyond  which  it  cn- 
not  occur.  The  last  was  much  canvassed  in  the  faaw 
Douglas  cause,  tried  some  years  since  in  England.  Its  kii* 
ing  incidents  were  as  follows:  Lady  Jane  Douglas  was  mv* 


*  American  Jurist,  toI.  xii.  p.  152,  quoted  from  1  HilVs  South  CaroliM 
Reports,  8,  Iloyco  v.  Owens. 

f  American  JuriM,  xriii.  470,  quoted  fVom  3  Missouri  Reports,  629,  SiDi 
V.  Primm.  The  following  is  certainly  worthy  of  consideration  in  artfiM 
of  the  present  law : — 

The  master  in  chancery  was  directed  to  inquire  and  state  whether  NiiJ 
Bilton  was  living  or  dead,  and  if  dead,  when  she  died.  He  reported  tkl 
she  died  in  1821,  this  being  seven  years  after  she  was  last  heard  of.  Ai 
evidence  in  support  of  this  finding  was  given  by  a  person  not  a  rclitiii, 
who  deposed  that  Mary  Rilton,  in  1800  or  1810,  when  nlie  was  aboal  u- 
teen  or  seventeen  years  of  ago,  clandestinely  left  the  house  of  her  fiulwr, 
who  was  a  small  farmer  in  Yorkshire,  and  that  she  had  not  been  betrdcf 
since  the  year  1814,  when  nhe  wrote  a  letter  to  her  sister,  dited  at  Tocti- 
mouth,  and  announcing  her  intention  of  going  abroad.  The  court  coDudmi 
the  master's  report  to  be  grounded  upon  inMufiicient  CYidence,  and  rtfwi 
acconlingly  to  confirm  it.  The  vice-chancellor  of  England  said  :  "It  strikM 
me  that  tiiero  is  conHidorablc  difRculty  about  this  case,  which,  like  everyeiM 
of  the  same  nature,  munt  be  determined  by  its  own  peculiar  circumstueci 
Here,  a  girl  about  sixteen  or  seventeen  years  of  age,  whose  fkther  wui 
farmer,  chose,  for  some  reason  which  docH  not  appear,  to  leave  her  fidicr'i 
house,  and  to  go  no  one  knows  whither.  Rut  it  tieems  that  in  August,  18U 
she  was  at  Portsmouth,  and  that  she  then  intende<l  to  go  abroad.  TImt** 
fore,  it  is  but  reasonable  to  presume  that  all  along  she  had  been  concetllBg 
herself,  and  that  she  never  intended  to  return  home.  The  more  fact  of  Iff 
not  having  been  hoard  of  since  1K14,  aflfords  no  inference  of  her  deatii,  for 
the  circuniMtances  of  the  case  make  it  very  probable  that  she  would  never 
bo  heard  of  again  by  her  rclatiouH.  How  can  I  presume  that  she  died  ia 
1821,  from  a  fact  which  is  quite  conKintent  with  her  being  alive  at  that  time? 
The  old  law  relating  to  the  presumption  of  death  is  daily  becomiag  more 
and  more  untenable.  For,  owing  to  the  facility  which  traveling  by  itetii 
aflfonlH,  a  pernon  may  now  be  transported  in  a  very  short  space  of  time  froB 
this  country  to  the  backwoods  of  America,  or  to  some  other  remote  regiMi 
where  he  may  never  be  heard  of  again.'*  (London  Law  Review,  October, 
1846,  from  Simons*  Chancery  Reports,  vol.  ziv.  Watson  v.  England.) 


ried  August  10th,  1746,  to  Col.  Stcvart.  She  became  preg- 
Dant,  sDfl  this  fact  WEts  notorious  in  January,  1748,  and  on 
the  10th  of  July,  1748,  being  in  her  fftieth  year,  she  was  de- 
livered of  twins  at  Paris.  Of  these,  one  named  Sholto  did 
not  survive  to  manhood;  the  other,  Archibald',  did.  Lady 
Jane,  after  their  birth,  miscarried. 

In  process  of  time  the  father  and  mother  both  died.  Their 
positive  declarations  had  convinced  the  Duke  of  Douglas,  and 
he  left  his  dukedom  and  other  estatea  to  his  nephew  and  their 
son  Archibald,  who  was  the  appellant  in  the  cause.  The 
I>ulce  of  Hamilton  appears  to  have  conducted  the  prosecu- 
tion ;  at  all  events,  the  claim  was  opposed  on  the  ground  that 
they  wore  supposititious  children.  The  cause  came  up  for 
final  adjudication  in  the  House  of  Lords,  in  1769,  when  Lord 
Cbaucollor  Camden,  and  Lord  Chief  Justice  Mansfield,  gave 
opinions  in  favor  of  the  appellant.  The  following  extracts 
from  that  of  Lord  Mansfield  are  interesting,  both  in  refer- 
ence to  the  point  under  consideration  and  to  one  noticed  in 
another  part  of  this  work,  {Resemblance  of  children  to  their 

^^V*'Lady  Jane  became  pregnant  in  October,  1747,  at  the  age 
^^Vferty-nine  years,  a  thing,"  Bays  be,  "far  from  being  uncom- 
^Tion,  as  is  attested  by  pliysiciana  of  the  first  rank,  and  con- 
finned  by  daily  experience.     It  ia  further  proved,  that  the 
cldei'  child,  the  appellant,  was  the  exact  picture  of  his  father, 
and  the  child  Sholto  ns  like  Lady  Jane  a«  ever  child  was  like 

"I  have  always  considered  likeness  as  an  argument  of  a 
child's  being  the  son  of  a  parent,  and  the  rather,  as  the  dis- 
tinction between  individuals  in  the  human  species  is  more  dis- 
cernible than  in  other  animals;  a  man  may  survey  ten  thou* 
Band  people  before  ho  sees  two  faces  perfectly  alike;  and  in  an 
army  of  a  hundred  thousand  men,  every  one  may  be  known 
from  another.  If  there  should  be  a  likeness  of  features,  there 
may  he  a  discriminancy  of  voice,  a  difference  in  the  gesture, 
tlie  smile,  and  various  other  things;  whereas  a  family  likeness 
nina  generally  through  all  these,  for  in  everything  there  is  a 
resemblance,  as  of  feature,  size,  sittitude,  and  action.     And 

Vol.  I.  43 
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here  it  is  a  question,  whether  the  appellant  most  resemUed 
his  father,  Sir  John,  or  the  younger,  Sholto,  resembled  bk 
mother.  Many  witnesses  have  sworn  to  Mr.  Douglas  bang 
of  the  same  form  and  make  of  body  as  his  father;  he  hit 
been  known  to  be  the  son  of  Col.  Stewart  by  persons  iko 
have  never  seen  him  before,  and  is  so  like  his  elder  brotlier, 
the  present  Sir  John  Stewart,  that,  except  by  their  age,  it 
would  be  hard  to  distinguish  the  one  from  the  other." 

*'If  Sir  John  Stewart,  the  most  artless  of  mankind,  m 
actor  in  the  enUvement  of  Mignon  and  Sanry's  children,  k 
did  in  a  few  days  what  the  acutest  genius  could  not  tocm- 
plish  for  years.  He  found  two  children,  the  one  the  fiDishel 
model  of  himself,  and  the  other  the  exact  picture,  in  mioii* 
ture,  of  Lady  Jane.  It  seems  nature  had  implanted  in  de 
children  what  is  not  in  the  parents;  for  it  appears  in  prool^ 
that  in  size,  complexion,  stature,  attitude,  color  of  the  hiir 
and  eyes,  nay,  and  in  every  other  thing,  Mignon  and  his  wife, 
and  Sanry  and  his  spouse,  were  toto  ccelo  different  from  and 
unlike  to  Sir  John  Stewart  and  Lady  Jane  Douglas."  The 
House  of  Lords  decided  in  favor  of  the  appellant,  fiye  pecn 
only  dissenting.* 

*  Collectanea  Juridica,  consisting  of  tracts  relatiTe  to  the  law  and  eonsti* 
tution  of  England.  (London,  1792,  vol.  ii.  p.  88t5.)  The  appellant  was  after 
wards  created  Lord  Douglas,  and  died  in  his  eightieth  year,  December  2^ 
1827.  In  a  brief  biography  of  him,  it  is  stated  that  his  mother's  father  «u 
fifty-one  years  old  and  upwards  when  she  was  bom,  thus  being  bom  in  1646) 
and  exhibiting  an  intenral  of  181  years  between  the  birth  of  the  grandfitkr 
and  the  death  of  the  grandson.  (Annual  Biography  and  Obituary  for  \^ 
ToL  xiii.  p.  488.) 

Frequent  allusions  to  this  cause  will  be  met  with  in  BosweU*8  Wtd 
Johnson.  Boswell  was  a  great  stickler  for  Lord  Douglas.  (See  Croker'i 
Boswcll,  American  edition,  toI.  i.  pp.  24(5,  812,  447,  etc.)  In  the  Scotck 
court  of  session,  the  judges  were  divided,  eight  for  the  Duke  of  Hamilui 
and  seven  for  Mr.  Douglas,  and  on  this  the  appeal  was  brought  to  the  Hook 
of  Lords.  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Rich,  of  London,  for  procuring  for  me  *'A 
Summary  of  the  Speeches,  Arguments,  and  Determination  of  the  Bi^ 
Hon.  the  Lords  of  Council  and  Session  in  Scotland^  upon  the  importioi 
cause  wherein  the  Duke  of  Hamilton  and  others  were  plaintift,  etc.,  1^  i 
Barrister  at  Law,  8vo.,  London,  17G7.''  And  also,  Letters  to  the  Rigk 
Hon.  Lord  Mansfield,  from  Andrew  Stuart,  Esq.,  8to.,  Dublin,  1775.  Lord 
Campbell,  Lives  of  the  Lord  Chancellors,  toI.  t.  p.  290,  remarks  on  the 
Douglas  case  as  follows :  *'  I  believe  the  general  opinion  of  English  lawyen 
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I  have  incideDtallj  noticed  this  snbject  in  a  former  chapter, 
and  mentioned  some  cases  of  births  in  females  of  an  advanced 
age.*  As  to  premature  pregnancy  in  European  countries,  the 
most  astonishing  instance,  probably,  is  given  by  Meyer,  of  a 
Swiss  girl  becoming  a  mother  at  nine  years  of  age.f     Con- 


«s*  in  tvtor  of  the  ilMision  of  ihe  court  of  hbbIou  In  ScDtUed;  but  thia 
WH  produced  a  great  deal  b;  Lord  MkoBfleM's  metohed  argumeiil,  and  Uia 
Tsry  able  letters  of  Andrew  Sinart,  Ihe  Duke  of  Hamillon'a  agent,  whoM . 
conduct  had  been  Beverel;  reSei^led  upoii.  I  once  studied  the  case  vorj  i 
■ItenLiTel;.  and  1  must  own  that  I  came  to  the  eonclueion  tbat  the  House  of' 
Iiorda  did  well  in  revtrnng,  Tbero  was  undoubtedly  false  eTiiIenoe  in  sup-r 
port  of  the  appellant!  hut  it  would  hare  lieen  loo  muob  ia  such  a  cnae  to 
act  upon  the  ntaiim,  'false  in  one  thing,  false  in  all  tliinga,'  bo  as  to  deprivi 
him  of  bis  birthright,  from  misconduct  to  which  he  was  not  privy.  There 
eoeme  to  be  no  doubt,  that  the  Lady  Jane,  notwitb standing  her  adiaaoed 
age.  cabsequentlj  to  Ihe  birth  of  the  appellant,  was  pregnant  and  bad  ft 
EnisHrriago;  and  inaupernblo  difficulties  attended  the  theory  of  bis  beill|. 
the  son  of  ^ladame  Migaon.  Being  ia  poseession  of  bis  itatNi,  1  think  the 
eridoDce  was  insufficient  to  deprive  him  of  it ;  and  the  strong  family  li1(»- 
DW>,  satiifaetorily  established,  seoma  to  prove  that  the  conclusioa  of  lav 
oonourred  wilJi  the  fact  of  his  physicsl  origin." 

•  Vol.  1,  p.  HOa.  If  such  eaaet  present  tliemsclvea  in  legal  investigationB 
the  proofs  Iri  fiiTor  of  m&lernity  should  be  clear  and  decisive.  Probably  tJia 
most  remsrkHble  iuaiance  on  record  (■/  true)  is  that  related  by  the  IJishop 
of  Sens,  in  ibe  Memoirs  of  the  Frenob  AcEidemy  of  Soienoeafor  ITIO,  of  ft 
man  in  his  diooese,  at  uinetj-fout,  and  a  woman  at  eigbty-three,  hating  ft 
child.  (Memoira  of  Ltleralure,  vol,  »U.  p,  78.) 

Pliny  says  that  Cornelia,  of  the  family  of  Soipio,  bore  a  child  at  sixty. 
(Paris'  Medical  Jurisprudence,  vol.  1,  p.  17S.)  He  mentiona  other  cases. 
In  Dodsley's  Annual  Register  for  1775,  is  Ihe  following:  "June  25,  1776, 
iIm  wife  of  Mr.  Ladenberg.  wine  merchant,  in  Castle  Street,  Loioeiter  Fields, 
la  t}te  flfty-fourlh  year  of  her  age,  was  brought  to  bed  of  twins,  Mrs  L., 
though  married  upwards  of  thirty  years,  never  had  a  child  before."  Other 
CMcs  are  related  In  the  Cyclopedia  of  Practical  Medicine,  vol.  ui.  p.  401. 
During  the  present  year,  (1833,)  a  case  has  occurred  in  Ibe  English  courts, 
i&  which  the  leading  question  appears  to  be,  whether  it  is  possible  for  a 
woman  to  biive  a  fourth  child  thirty  years  ftfler  the  birth  of  her  Grst-born  T 
or.  in  other  words,  whether  this  could  ocoui  ftt  the  ageof  fifly-one!  I)e.  Epp« 
montloned  the  case  at  the  Westmintler  Medioal  Society,  and  it  was  allowed 
Ihst  if  ahe  had  continued  to  menstruate  up  to  the  reijuired  time,  there  waa 
no  physical  reason  why  conception  might  not  take  place  at  any  period  during 
the  interval.  (Lancet,  N.  8.,  vol,  lii,  p.  46.)  I  presume  this  i«  the  case  of 
Aadrews  t>.  Lord  Bcnucbanip,  In  the  Tice-ohancellor's  oourt,  lately  nen- 
d  ia  Ihe  newspapers, 

il,  p.  78 ;  Mettger,  p.  WO. 
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ceming  this  and  similar  cases,  we  can  only  say,  tliat  they  iie 
examples  of  precocity  resembling  those  which  occauoullj 
occur  in  the  other  sex. 

**  The  English  law  admits  of  no  presumption  as  to  the  tine 
when  a  woman  ceases  to  have  children,  though  this  enters  into 
most  other  codes."* 

In  Scotland  there  appears  to  be  a  similar  opinion:  ^^A 
daughter  suing  for  her  provision,  which  was  due  to  her,  faili^ 
heirs  male  of  the  grantor's  marriage,  was  repelled,  the  &tb€r 
and  mother  being  both  alive — though  the  father  had  even  been 
for  a  long  time  furious,  and  the  mother  past  fifty. "f 

The  subject  of  identity  seems  to  have  a  connection  iritk 
the  one  we  have  noticed,  and  like  it,  may  occasionally  reqiDie 
the  opinion  of  physicians. 

Cases  have  not  unfrequently  arisen,  both  in  civil  and  crimi- 
nal courts,  where  the  question  at  issue  has  been,  whether  ok 
individual  be  really  the  person  whom  he  pretends  or  Ma 
himself  to  be.  The  controversy  in  such  instances  must  ori^ 
nate  from  the  resemblance  that  exists  between  him  and  ia- 
other  person ;  and  that  this  has  often  been  most  striking,  ve 
have  not  only  the  testimony  of  antiquity,  but  the  experiena 
of  all  who  have  had  opportunities  of  extensive  observatioL 
The  title  of  one  of  the  chapters  of  Pliny's  Natural  History, 
is  Cases  of  Resemblance;  and  he  enumerates  several  persons 
who  could  hardly  be  distinguished  from  each  other — the  great 


*  The  law  is  thus  laid  down  in  Reynolds  v.  Reynolds,  (Dickens*  Bepori^ 
vol.  i.  p.  374,)  on  a  motion  to  divide  a  legacy  among  all  the  children  tinig 
at  the  decease  of  a  father.  The  father  was  sixty- two,  and  the  wife  of  tbi 
same  age,  and  infirm,  and  therefore  there  was  no  probability  of  their  iitTii{ 
more  children.  Sir  Thomas  Clarke,  Master  of  the  Rolls,  said  that  thoogk 
it  might  be  improbable,  yet  it  was  not  impossible,  and  would  haye  denied 
the  motion,  but  the  father  consenting,  and  the  other  children  consenting 
that  their  respectiye  shares  should  stand  as  security  to  answer  what  i&J 
after-born  child,  should  there  be  one,  might  be  entitled  to,  the  court  gnatci 
the  motion. 

So  also,  in  Leng  o.  Hodges,  decided  in  1822.  (Jacob's  Chancery  Bepfftai 
p.  585.)  A  iHind  was  paid  to  persons  entitled  to  it,  subject  to  the  contin- 
gency of  a  female,  now  of  the  age  of  sixty-nine,  having  children,  on  tkdr 
recognizance  to  refund  in  case  of  that  happening. 

f  Decisions  of  court  of  seflsion,  toL  L  p.  882. 
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Fompey  from  the  plebeian  Viblus,  tLe  coneula  Lentulus  and 
MetelluB,  and  the  impostor  Artemon  from  Antiochus,  King  of 
lifijria. 

^  When  cases,  in  trhich  the  identity  of  an  individual  is  coa- 
ntestcd,  come  before  a  court,  the  difference  of  opinion  that 
exists  will  generally  be  of  such  a  nature  as  to  render  the  duty 
of  the  tribunal  very  difficult.  This  subject  is  sure  to  awaken 
discussion,  and  to  cause  great  poaitiveneas  of  opinion  on  one 
or  the  other  side.  Every  feeling  of  the  heart  is  enlisted,  and 
thd  oaths  of  individuals  will  often  be  moat  discordant  and 
opposite.  In  such  instances,  the  advice  of  the  physician  may 
assist  in  leading  to  the  detection  of  falsehood,  and  the  esta- 
blishment of  truth.  If  there  be  anything  like  positive  data, 
which  cannot  deceive,  he  can  aid  in  their  development;  and 
they  must  be  drawn  from  a  source  which  naturally  falls  under 
his  province. 

The  narrative  of  a  few  cases  will  prove  the  most  instrnctive 
notioo  that  I  can  give  of  this  subject. 

The  most  cclcbruted,  probably,  that  has  ever  occurred,  If  i 
not  in  Europe,  at  least  in  France,  is  that  of  Martin  Guerre, 
brought  before  the  parliament  of  Toulouse,  in  1560.     Its  inoi-   ' 
denta  are  so  extraordinary,  thai  many  have  deemed  it  a  ficti- 
dous  narrative. 

Martin  Guerre  had  been  absent  from  his  home  for  the  space 
of  eight  years.  An  adventurer  named  Arnauld  Dutittc,  who 
resembled  him,  formed  the  design  of  taking  his  place,  and 
actually  succeeded  so  far  as  to  be  received  by  the  wife  of 
Martin  as  her  husband,  and  to  take  possession  of  his  pro* 
perty.  Children  wore  born  to  this  union;  and  he  lived  three 
years  in  the  family,  with  four  sisters  and  two  brothers-in-law 
of  Martin,  without  their  suspecKng  his  identity.  It  became, 
however,  a  subject  of  dispute.  Several  hundred  witacBses 
were  examined,  and  of  these,  thirty  or  forty  swore  that  he 
was  the  real  Martin  Giierre,  nearly  the  same  number,  that  he 
■wofl  Amaald  Dutille,  while  others  deposed  that  the  resem- 
blance between  the  two  men  was  bo  great  that  they  could  not 
decide  whether  the  prisoner  was  an  impostor  or  not.  The  per- 
^exity  of  the  judges  on  this  occasion  was  very  great;  but  in 
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spite  of  many  things  that  weakened  his  cause,  theyirareoiL 
the  point  of  deciding  in  favor  of  Amanld,  when  the  armalof 
the  true  Martin  developed  the  deceit.  Even  when  oonfronted, 
the  impudence  and  effi*onterj  of  Dntille  was  sach  as  to  kid 
many  to  doubt,  until  the  brother  and  sister  of  the  ibieik 
person  fully  recognized  him. 

I  am  unable  to  say  whether  physical  resemblances  iren 
much  noticed  in  this  case,  as  the  above  narrative  is  all  ihen- 
thentic  information  that  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  ooncerning 
it.  In  the  following  instances,  however,  there  appears  to  hsn 
been  considerable  discussion  on  these  points : — 

A  child  called  Francis  NoUeUy  bom  at  Paris  on  the  22d  of 
December,  1762,  was  put  to  nurse  in  Normandy.  When  aboit 
sixteen  months  old,  it  was  taken  ill,  and  in  consequence  i« 
bled  in  the  right  arm.  It  had  also  a  cicatrix  on  the  inner  ode 
of  the  left  knee,  from  a  gathering  which  had  been  cured  bj 
caustics. 

On  the  ISth  of  August,  1766,  this  child,  aged  three  yeiii 
and  eight  months,  was  lost;  but  on  the  16th  of  June,  1768, 
its  godmother,  seeing  two  boys  pass,  was  stmck  with  the  Toiee 
of  one  of  them.  She  called  him  to  her  and  became  convinced 
that  it  was  her  godson.  The  knee  and  arm  were  ezaznined, 
and  the  cicatrices  found. 

In  the  mean  while,  another  person,  the  widow  Lahrie^  claimed 
this  boy  as  her  son.  It  had  marks  of  the  smallpox  on  its  body; 
and  this  was,  on  investigation,  deemed  a  strong  argument  in 
her  favor,  since  it  was  not  pretended  that  Noiseu  had  labored 
under  this  disease  previous  to  his  being  lost.  Many  witnesses 
also  attested  to  its  being  her  child.  After  several  examizuh 
tions  before  various  courts,  it  was  decided  that  the  boy  us 
the  son  of  the  widow  Labrie. 

Fodcr^  impugns  this  adjudication,  and  with  great  appes^ 
ance  of  justice.  He  observes  that  there  were  evidently  physi- 
cal marks  sufficient  to  guide  to  a  proper  decision,  and  thit 
these  were  disregarded.  The  cicatrix  at  the  knee,  according 
to  one  party,  was  caused  by  an  affection  to  which  eaiutics  bad 
been  applied ;  while,  according  to  the  other,  it  bad  originated 
from  a  slight  tumor  or  abrasion  during  the  period  of  nursing. 
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Certuinl;  surgeons  could  decide,  from  the  appearance,  vliicli  1 
of  theae  causes  produced  it.  Again,  the  hoy  had  a  cicatrix  | 
on  the  right  arm.  The  widow  Labrie  said  her  child  had  nerer  j 
been  bled,  while  it  was  stated  that  Noiaeu's  had.  Three  sniw  I 
geoQS,  on  examining  this  cicatrix,  declared  that  it  was  made  ' 

iwithaaharp  instrument;  but  oth«rs  pronounced  that  it  waa 
'the  consequence  of  an  abscess,  and  that  no  mark  of  venesec- 
itioQ  wiu  present.  Lastly,  it  was  certainly  no  argument  against 
^e  maternity  of  Noiseu,  that  the  boy  bore  marks  of  smallpox. 
lEe  was  missing  nearly  two  years,  and  might  have  suffered 
imder  it  during  his  absence.  It  appears  also  that  the  subject 
of  the  dispute  had  some  peculiarities  in  shape,  which  were  not 
properly  investigated. 

The  Sieur  De  Caille,  being  a  Protestant,  fled  to  Savoy  at 
the  period  of  the  revocation  of  the  edict  of  Nantes.     Hia  son  , 
died  before  bis  eyes  at  Vevay.     Some  years  after,  an  impos- 
tor pretended  that  he  was  the  son  of  this  person,  and  claimed 
the  succession  to  his  property.     He  was  Imprboned,  and  his 
cause  remained  before  the  parliament  of  Aix  for  seven  years. 
^^^Hundreds  of  witnesses   (among  which  were  the  nurse   and 
^^Homestics  of  the  family)  swore  that  he  was  the  son  of  De 
^^Bpaille;  and  the  public  sentiment  was  strongly  in  his  favor,  as 
^^He  was  a  Catholic.     Testimonials  cent  from  Switzerland,  that 
^^Hie  real  son  was  dead,  were  of  no  avail;  and  the  parliament   | 
^Hfieclared,  in  1706,  that  he  was  what  he  claimed  to  be.     The 
^"■wife  of  this  impostor  shortly  after  discovered,  that  although 
she  had  been  silent,  yet  his  elevation  would  not  profit  her. 
She  therefore  began  to  mention  who  he  actually  was;  and  on 
appeal,  the  cause  was  transferred  to  the  parliament  of  Paris. 
The  evidence  adduced,  showed  that  the  late  son  of  De  Caille 
bkd  some  distinguishing  peculiarities  in  shape  and  make.     He 
was  of  small  height,  and  bis  knees  approached  each  other 
rery  closely  in  walking.     A  long  bead,  light  chestnut  hair, 
blue  eyes,  aquiline  nose,  fair  complexion,  and  a  high  color, 
rere  bis  other  characteristics.     The  stature  of  the  impostor 
Pierre  Meg^,  a  soldier.)  was,  on  the  contrary,  five  feet  six 
!b;  and  bis  black  hair,  brown  and  thin  complexion,  flat 
.  and   round   head,  sufficiently  distinguished  him   from 


An  examiiiiition  of  the  casea  juat  related  will  lead  to  the 
conclusion  that  considerable  importance  should  be  attached  to 
physical  signs.  The  recollection  of  individuals  may  be  weak- 
ened, and  even  the  pbysiognomj  of  the  persons  in  question 
may  be  altered,  while  marks  will  remain  which  are  not  to  be 
effaced.  It  is  on  such  that  reliance  should  principally  be 
placed;  although  I  am  far  from  denying  that  instances  may 
occur  where,  even  in  these,  a  most  striking  conformity  will  be 
observed. 

In  England  several  cases  of  interest  have  occurred.  Dr. 
Pftris  notices,  among  others,  that  of  Frank  Douglas,  a  well- 
known  man  of  fashion,  who  waa  committed  for  highway  rob- 
bery on  the  positive  oath  of  one  of  the  parties  plundered,  and 
very  narrowly  escaped  conviction.  On  the  apprehension  of 
the  notorious  highwayman,  Page,  the  mystery  was  explained; 
the  personal  resemblance  being  so  great  as  to  deceive  all 
ordinary  observation.* 

"In  oases,"  says  Blackstone,  "where  the  prisoner  after  con- 
viction escapes  and  is  retaken,  the  jury  shall  be  impanncled 
to  try  the  collateral  issue,  viz.,  the  identity  of  hia  person,  and 


Tknt  sirore  tbnt  rh«;  recogijiied  tlie  assasiiiis  by  tbe  light  of  the  discbugo. 
One  of  the  persons  aeouned  wft3  arrested,  tried,  nnd  condemtied  to  death,  but 
an  appe&l  was  laken  to  the  court  of  CaBa-iiion.  Tbe  adrocate  oonialtrd 
U.  Lcfeire  Oiueau,  motuber  of  the  Instiiuto  and  Professor  of  Eiperimental 
PlljBf OS  in  the  Imperial  College  of  Prance ,  ichtlhtr  it  voi  paitibU  that  tin 
friming  (amoroe)  on  being  mfiaaud  could  prndace  light  tuffieUitt  to  ditcovtr  lltt 
Jat*  of  tki  periBH  firiiiff  f  Qineaii  with  his  bod,  and  Dupuis  and  Caussin,  also 
pTofesaors,  with  soieral  others,  retired  on  the  eighth  of  September,  at  8  P.M., 
into  a  dark  room,  and  there  Professor  Gioeau  Bred  Beveral  primiDgi,  Iha 
■peotatora  being  stationed  at  different  distances  in  order  to  witness  tbe  efleot. 
Tbe  light  produced  was  slroDg.  but  fuliginous,  and  so  rapidlj  eitinguiahed, 
that  it  was  impossible  to  (listiaguish  the  indifidual  firiag.  "A  peioe  etait 
U  possible  d'entreToir  la  forine  distincio  d'une  tiio.  On  ne  reionnaissail 
paa  eelle  du  lisage."  They  Iben  descended  into  the  court-yard  of  the  col- 
lege, loaded  the  gun  wilh  powder,  but  the  results  on  discharging  were  the 
aunc.     Tbe  coademned  was  acquitted. 

Dr.  Monigomerj,  ia  the  art.  Hauiiy,  Cyclopedia  of  Practical  Medidni^ 
menlioQs  seieral  analogous  cases,  It  is,  lioweTor,  not  to  be  deemed  a  set- 
tled point.  Deiergie  asserts  that  the  light  jiroduced  as  abore  has  been  suf- 
<uant  in  some  cases;  and  Bouligaj  remarks  tbat  the  experiments  will  reqaire 
to  be  renewed,  in  consequence  of  the  gsneral  use  of  percnssioD  caps. 

"  Uedical  Jurisprudenoe,  toL  i.  p.  222,  aJid  toL  ilL  p.  143. 
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not  whether  he  is  guilty  or  innocent,  for  that  has  been  tiied 
before.  And  in  these  collateral  instances,  the  trial  shill  h 
instanter,  and  no  time  allowed  the  prisoner  to  make  ba  it- 
fence  or  produce  his  witnesses,  unless  he  will  make  oathtbt 
he  is  not  the  person  attainted."'*' 

But  there  is  another  subject  of  consideration  suggested  Ij 
the  present  inquiry  which  we  must  not  omit ;  and  that  ib,  dv 
change  which  a  number  of  years  produces,  as  also  the  huad 
that  this  alteration  may  be  productive  of  injury  to  an  iafi- 
vidual,  in  causing  doubts  of  his  identity. 

A  noble  Bolognese,  named  Casali,  left  his  country  at  a 
early  day,  and  engaged  in  military  pursuits.  He  was  s^ 
posed  to  have  lost  his  life  in  battle,  but  after  an  absence  of 
thirty  years,  returned  and  claimed  his  property,  which  Ui 
heirs  had  already  appropriated  to  themselves.  Althoo^ 
there  were  some  marks  which  appeared  to  identify  him,  jet 
the  change  in  appearance  was  so  great,  that  none  who  remen- 
bered  the  youth  were  willing  to  allow  that  this  was  the  indi- 
vidual. He  was  arrested  and  imprisoned.  The  judges  wen 
in  great  doubt,  and  consulted  Zacchias,  whether  the  hiuatt 
countenance  could  be  so  changed  as  to  render  it  impossible  to 
recognize  the  person.  This  distinguished  physician,  in  kis 
consultation,  assigns  several  causes  which  might  produce  sack 
an  alteration;  as  age,  change  of  air,  aliments,  the  manner  of 
life,  and  the  diseases  to  which  we  are  liable.  Casali  had  de- 
parted in  the  bloom  of  youth ;  he  then  entered  on  the  hard- 
ships of  a  military  life,  and  if  the  narrative  of  the  indlTidiul 
in  question  is  to  be  credited,  he  had  languished  for  years  in 
prison.  All  these  causes,  he  conceived,  might  produce  a  greit 
change  in  the  countenance,  and  render  it  difficult  to  recognixe 
him. 

The  judges,  on  receiving  this  opinion,  examined  into  the 


*  Commentaries,  Yol.  iy.  p.  396.  In  the  Attomey-Generml  r.  FftddeB, 
(Price's  Exchequer  Reports,  vol.  i.  p.  408,)  the  defendant  represented  tbit 
the  person  who  had  actuaUy  committed  the  offence  had  assumed  his  ntiiiti 
and  that  the  question  would  be  one  of  mere  identity.  He  therefore  pnytd 
to  be  brought  into  court  by  habeas  corpus,  (he  was  now  in  jail,)  in  order  to 
be  present  at  the  trial.    It  was  granted. 
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physical  marks,  and  as  the  heirs  could  not  prove  the  death  of 
Casalt,  his  name  and  estate  were  decreed  to  him.* 

It  is  not,  however,  in  foreign  countries  only  that  these  diffi- 
cult cases  have  happened.  An  individual  waa  indicted  and 
tried  before  Judge  Livingston,  at  New  York,  in  1804,  on  a 
charge  of  bigamy ;  and  the  whole  evidence  turned  on  the  ques- 
tion of  his  identity.  He  was  called  Thomas  Iloag  by  the 
public  prosecutor,  but  stated  himself  to  be  Joseph  Parker. 
Several  witnesses  swore  that  they  bad  known  him  under  the 
name  of  Thomas  Hoag,  among  whom  was  a  female  whom  he 
had  married,  and  afterwards  deserted.  It  was  stated  that 
Hoag  had  a  scar  on  his  forehead,  a  small  mark  on  his  neck, 
and  that  his  speech  was  quick  and  lisping.  All  these  pecu- 
liarities were  found  on  the  prisoner.  Two  witnesses  deposed 
that  Hoag  had  a  scar  under  his  foot,  occasioned  by  treading 
upon  a  drawing-knife,  and  that  this  scar  was  easy  to  be  seen; 
and  bad  been  seen  by  them.  On  examining  his  feet  in  open 
court,  no  »ear  wat  to  he  found  on  either  of  them;  and  it  was 
further  proved,  that  at  the  period  of  his  alleged  courtship  of 
the  eecond  wife  in  Westchester  County,  he  was  doing  duty  as  a 
watchman  in  the  Oity  of  New  York.  The  jury  acquitted  him.f 


^^B*  Zftccbias.  Cansilium,  No.  Gt 
^^^h^fMm  Harmion  U  appUcubli 


a  thai  the  benutitViI  pu- 


'Daoger,  long  travel,  KsQt  And  woo, 
Boon  change  the  form  that  beet  ws  know; 
For  detdly  Tear  can  time  outgo, 

And  bUaoh  at  ooco  Ih*  hair: 
Hard  toil  can  roughen  rorm  and  face. 
Anil  want  can  quench  tbe  ejo's  bright  grace, 
Nor  does  old  age  a  wrinkle  Inioe 

Mure  deeply  than  deapair." 


Tka  fbllowtng  Bingulnr  oaseia  meolioned  bj  Dr.  A.  T.  Thomson;  "I  reaol- 
Uot  a  oajitaia  of  an  Iniliamnn,  who  was  a  jaaa  of  loir  stature  when  lie  left 
England,  but  had  acquired  upwards  of  an  inch  in  height  on  his  relum — k 
dreunulance  which  the  surgeon  ascribed  la  his  liaiing  been  saliTAled  twlM 
Im  (he  oourse  of  tlie  Toyage."  ( London  i^Udicsl  and  Surgical  Journal,  lol.  Ti, 
p.  510.)  Su4h  oasDs,  in  persons  bejoud  the  usual  period  of  grcirth,  mast, 
tttmarw,  be  very  rare. 

jtHall')  American  Law  Journal,  toL  i.  p.  70.  Dr.  Smith  alflo  neotiona  a 
I  thkt  ooenrred  in  England  in  ISIT,  where,  on  an  inquest,  an  old  man 


676  AGE  AND  IDENTITY. 

Case  of  SalomS  Mutter.  In  1843,  Salom^  Mailer,  tged 
about  thirty,  sued  for  her  liberty  in  Loaisiana.  She  allega 
that  she  was  a  free  white  woman,  born  in  Germany,  and 
brought  at  three  years  of  age  to  America,  in  1818,  bat  ker 
mother  died  on  the  passage,  and  her  father  soon  after  Ui 
arrival;  and  that,  before  she  was  aware  of  her  rights,  she lai 
reduced  to  slavery,  and  was  now  held  by  one  Belmonti.  Oi 
the  other  side,  Belmonti  proved  that  he  bought  SalomS  hm 
one  John  F.  Miller,  who  averred  that  he  received  her  u  i 
slave  in  1822  from  one  Williams,  of  Mobile.  He  annexei  te 
his  answer  the  power  of  attorney  from  Williams,  and  sho  i 
bill  of  sale,  dated  182S,  to  a  Mrs.  Ganby,  and  another  btn 
Mrs.  Canby  to  himself,  dated  1835.  In  the  former,  Bridget 
was  said  to  be  twelve,  in  the  latter  twenty-three.  InlSK 
she  was  sold  to  Belmonti,  and  then  stated  to  be  twenty-twa 

It  appeared  in  testimony,  that  a  large  number  of  Germini 
(1800)  emigrated  from  Alsace  to  this  country.  They  wen 
defrauded  by  the  person  with  whom  they  contracted  for  thdr 
passage,  suffered  much  in  Holland,  were  nearly  staned  (m 
board  ship,  and  finally,  after  a  great  mortality  among  tbem, 
the  survivors  landed  at  Balize  in  March,  1818.  In  Loiubibi 
they  were  subjected  to  the  redemption  laws,  sold  for  ther 
passage,  and  scattered  over  the  country,  although  a  ninnber 
remained  in  New  Orleans. 

The  mother  of  Salome  and  an  infant  son  died  on  the  ptf- 
sago.  The  father,  a  son,  and  two  daughters  survived.  A 
brother  of  the  father,  and  a  sister  and  cousin  of  his  wife,  with 
their  families,  were  also  among  the  emigrants.  Daniel  MuDer, 
the  father,  and  his  children,  were  carried  by  their  purchase 
to  the  parish  of  Attakapas,  one  hundred  miles  above  Xef 
Orleans.     His  brother  and  family  were  taken  to  Mississipp, 


declared  a  dead  female  to  be  his  daughter.  On  iavestigation,  howeTer,  tbi 
daughter  was  found  aliye  and  hearty,  and  was  produced  before  the  coroMr. 
The  resemblance  here  was  Tery  great  between  the  liying  and  the  dei^ 
woman.  [A  case  of  this  kind  occurred  in  Newburg,  N.  Y.,  in  1858,  wbid 
excited  great  interest.  The  body  of  a  young  woman,  dlscoTered  in  tk 
water,  was  identified  by  several  of  her  relations  as  that  of  a  girl  well  koovB 
to  them,  yet  during  the  inquest  the  supposed  deceased  made  her  appearanee 
before  the  coroner.] 
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be  others  of  his  relatives  remained  in  New  Orleans,     In 
weeks  the  last  heard  that  Daniel  Muller  had  died  of  the 
■er  of  the  country,  and  that  the  hoy  was  drowned  in  the 
river.     They  immediately  sent  for    tbo  two  girls,  but  could 
gain  no  information  concerning  them.   And  nothing  was  known 
Salomf^  (1818  to  1843)  until  this  time,  and  nothing  is  yet 

'n  of  the  other  daughter. 
'b  the  summer  of  184-S,  ono  Madamo  Karl,  a  fellow-emi- 
grant in  1818,  passing  the  cabaret  of  Belmonti,  looked  in  there 
and  saw  Salom^  performing  some  menial  service.  She  was  so 
instantly  attracted  by  her  peculiar  features,  and  the  strong 
resemblance  to  those  of  her  friends  and  fellow-passengers,  the 
Mnllere,  that  she  entered  the  shop  and  began  to  question  the 
^oang  woman.  In  reply,  the  plaintiff  told  her  she  was  a  slave^ 
iging  to  Belmonti,  and  purchased  from  Miller.  When 
by  Madame  Karl  that  she  was  a  white  woman,  she  gave 
credit  to  the  story.  Madame  Karl,  however,  insisted  on 
taking  her  to  those  whom  she  declared  were  her  German  rela- 
tives. She  carried  her  to  the  bouse  of  her  cousin  and  god- 
mother, Mrs.  Schubert,  who  instantly,  and  without  any  pre- 
vious intimation  of  the  discovery,  exclaimed,  "My  God,  here 
is  the  long-lost  Salom^  Muller!"  As  many  of  the  German 
cinigraDts  of  1818  as  had  any  recollection  of  the  lost  girl, 
wore  collected,  and  immediately  identified  her.  Among  the 
witnesses  was  the  midwife  who  assisted  at  her  birth,  and  who 
took  Mrs.  Schubert  apart,  and  asked  her  if  she  recollected 
two  very  peculiar  marks  on  the  child  resembling  moles,  and 
about  the  size  of  coffee-grains,  upon  the  inner  part  of  each 
thigh.  Mrs.  Schubert  distinctly  remembered  these;  since,  on 
th«  Atlantic  passage,  after  the  mother's  death,  the  care  of  the 
child  devolved  upon  her,  and  she  dressed  and  undressed  it  for 
several  months.  The  plaintiff  was  then  called  in,  and,  on  ex- 
amination, these  marks  were  found.  On  the  trial,  also,  sur- 
ins  appointed  by  the  court  made  an  examination,  and  found 
and  testified  they  were  nipri  matemi,  congenital,  and 
not  have  been  artificially  produced, 
to  the  appearance  of  the  pl&intiff,  she  has  no  traces  of 
'ican  descent  in  ber  features.    She  had  long,  straight  black 
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hair,  hazel  ejes,  thin  lips,  and  a  Roman  nose.  The  eon- 
plezion  of  her  face  and  neck  is  as  dark  as  that  of  the  dazkeit 
bnmette.  The  witnesses  testified  that  both  of  her  parenti 
were  of  very  dark  complexion.  Salom^  had  been  exposed,  fir 
many  years  of  her  servitude,  to  the  sun's  rays,  with  head  nd 
neck  unsheltered,  as  is  the  custom  of  the  female  slayes.  Bii 
it  was  proved  that  the  parts  of  her  person  which  had  ben 
sheltered  from  the  sun  were  comparatively  white. 

The  broker  who  conducted  the  negotiation  for  the  sale  fioi 
Miller  to  Belmonti  in  1888,  swore  that  he  then  thought,  iid 
it  had  always  been  his  opinion,  that  the  plaintiff  was  iliita 
Two  or  three  witnesses,  an  old  Creole  woman,  who  for  maaj 
years  had  lived  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Miller's  residenoe^ 
and  men  who  were  in  his  employment  in  1823, 1824,  and  1825^ 
identified  the  plaintiff,  with  the  greatest  certainty,  as  the  Baffle 
person  whom  they  had  often  seen,  at  that  time,  in  WSa'i 
possession ;  that  she  was  then  a  little  girl,  who  spoke  the  imf- 
lish  language  quite  imperfectly,  and  with  a  German  aooeat, 
and  that  they  were  told  by  Miller,  or  some  of  his  household, 
that  she  was  an  orphan  girl  who  came  from  a  ship,  and  m 
taken  by  Miller  from  charity. 

For  the  defence,  there  was  urged  the  improbability  of  the 
plaintiff's  story — the  numerous  cases  on  record  where  hun- 
dreds have  testified  to  a  person's  identity,  and  yet  it  has 
proved  otherwise;  the  peculiarly  excitable  and  imaginatife 
character  of  the  Germans,  and  the  proved  character  of  Miller 
for  kindness  to  his  slaves.  Several  persons  spoke  of  seeing 
the  plaintiff  in  Miller's  possession  in  1824—25,  living  as  a 
slave,  and  perceived  no  German  accent  in  her  speecL  Thdr 
opportunities  for  conversation  had,  however,  been  very  limitei 

No  "  Anthony  Williams,  of  Mobile,"  who  sold  her  to  Miller, 
was  known.  A  reward  was  offered  for  information  of  his  ex- 
istence or  residence,  but  it  was  never  claimed. 

The  main  point  of  defence,  however,  was  derived  firom  the 
testimony  as  to  ages  and  dates. 

The  petition  averred  that  Salom^  was  three  years  old  in 
1818.  The  defence  brought  forward  a  witness  who  swore  that 
the  plaintiff  was  delivered  of  her  first  child  in  1825.    It  was, 
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however,  subsequently  proved  that  the  child  was  born  in  1829 
or  1830.  The  plaintiff's  counsel  asked  for  delay  until  they 
could  obtain  a  certificate  of  the  registration  of  birth  from  the 
place  of  Salomti's  nativity  in  Germany,  but  this  waa  denied. 

The  court  decided  in  favor  of  the  defendant,  on  the  ground 
that  ho  could  not  divest  a  citizen  of  his  property  upon  such 
testimony  of  identity  as  that  offered  by  the  plaintiff,  although 
he  admits  that  the  wonderful  resemblance  to  the  Mullcr  family, 
and  the  congenital  marks,  are  a  very  remarkable  coincidence, 
and  further  eaid  he  waa  satisfied,  from  the  evidence  of  the 
plaintiff's  delivery,  in  1825,  that  she  was  not  the  lost  Salom^. 
An  appeal  waa  made  to  the  supreme  court  of  Louisiana, 
and  the  case  came  up  in  May,  1S45.  In  the  mean  while  the 
Consul  for  New  Orleans  from  Baden  Baden,  had  visited  £a- 
ropc,  and  brought  back  with  him  a  certified  copy  of  the  regis- 
try of  birth,  from  which  it  appeared  that  Salom^  was  born  on 

^iift  10th  of  July,  1813,  and,  therefore,  in  1818  was  five  years 

^^Bt  ftnd  not  three. 

^^^^e  case  was  argued  by  numerous  counsel,  aud  on   the 

^^i«enty-fir9t  of  June  the  court  decided  that  they  were  fully 
satisfied  that  the  plaintiff  was  "Salomi^  Muller,"  and  if  not 
BO,  if  there  was  another  person  of  the  same  age,  with  the  same 
peculiar  marks,  and  bearing  so  strong  a  family  resemblance, 
"it  would  be  one  of  the  most  wonderful  facts  of  history." 
She  was  therefore  declared  free.* 

Case  of  Shephardaon.  In  February,  1852,  a  person  named 
Hiram  Shephardson,  the  keeper  of  a  hotel  at  Roxbury,  was 
arrested,  indicted,  and  tried  for  ohtuining  a  quantity  of  but- 
ter under  false  pretences.  The  person  selling  the  butter,  and 
bis  clerk,  swore  to  the  identity  of  Shephardson.  They  gave 
a  description  of  his  person,  and  swore  positively  that  the  de- 
fendant was  this  man.  Two  other  persona,  from  whom  it  was 
asserted  that  he  had  purchased  butter  on  the  same  day,  swore 
as  positively  to  his  identity. 

Two  trials  were  had,  but  in  neither  did  the  jury  agree;  then 
(dreiunstances  directed  to  the  true  criminal ;  be  was  arrested, 

Boston,   for  September,  1646, 
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and  on  bringing  him  to  justice,  ^^  the  witnesses  who  had  svon 
against  Shephardson,  when  brought  to  see  Holbrook,  the  ie> 
tual  criminal,  admitted  that  they  were  mistaken,  and  tbt 
Holbrook  was  the  guilty  party." 

Shephardson  was  honorably  discharged  in  open  court 
ILesurque'a  Case.     On  the  27th  of  April,  1796,  the  ml 
from  Paris  to  Lyons  was  stopped  by  four  persons  on  hme- 
back,  and  robbed.     The  highwaymen  murdered  the  postilba, 
and  at  the  same  moment  a  person  who  sat  beside  the  coomr 
stabbed  him  to  the  heart.     There  were  no  other  passeogoi 
For  this  crime,  a  young  man  of  respectable  characto*  ail 
ample  fortune  was  arrested.     He  was   identified  by  the  w- 
vants  of  the  inn  where  the  highwaymen  stopped,  and  bytlie 
people  at  a  cafg  at  Lieursain,  nine  persons  in  all.     In  vam  be 
proved  an  alibi ;  in  vain  the  mistress  of  the  true  criminal  swore 
that  she  knew  that  Lesurque  did  not,  and  that  her  panunov, 
named  Deboscq,  did  commit  the  crime.      He  was  condanned 
and  executed,  protesting  to  the  last  his  entire  innocence.  Fire 
years  afterwards  Deboscq  was  arrested  for  another  crime,  md 
then  being  confronted  with  all  the  witnesses  who  had  swon 
to  the  guilt  of  the  unfortunate  Lesurque,  they  declared  dol 
they  had  been  deceived  by  the  extraordinary  resemblance  rf 
the  two  men,  but  they  had  now  not  the  slightest  doubt  that 
Duboscq  was  the  criminal,  and  of  course  Lesurque  innocent 
Lowell  Case,     On   Saturday,  July  26,  1845,  an  indecent 
assault  was  made  upon  a  little  girl  who  was  gathering  berries 
in  Medford.     On  Monday,  July  28th,  an  assault  of  the  same 
character  was  made  under  about  the  same  circumstances  at 
Newtown.     The  young  man  who  made  these  several  assaults 
escaped,  though  he  was  seen  not  only  by  the  two  girls  vhon 
he  had  attempted  to  outrage,  but  by  several  of  their  comp»" 
nions,  and  by  a  man  named  Houghton,  and  his  wife,  who  came 
to  the  relief  of  the  sufferer  in  the  latter  case.      On  the  14th  rf 
August  following,  a  young  man  was  seen  by  this  Houghton, 
drinking  at  his  well.     He  and  his  wife  immediately  recogniacd 
him.     He  was  arrested,  and  being  taken  to  Watertown,  wis 
recognized  by  each  of  the  girls  separately.     Ten  different  wit- 
nesses swore  that  they  had  seen  the  criminal  at  Medford  on  the 
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26tb,  or  ftt  Newtown  on  the  28th,  and  had  not  a  doubt  that 
the  prisoner  at  the  bar  was  the  man.  On  the  other  aide,  it 
waa  proved  by  the  most  overwhelming  testimony,  that  the 
prisoner  waa  boarding  at  Keene,  N.  FI.,  from  the  22d  to  the 
28th  of  July,  on  which  day  he  rode  to  Concord.  The  inno- 
cence of  the  prisoner  waa  proved  most  satisfactorily,  the  judge 
remarking  that  the  mistakes  made  by  the  government  wit- 
nesses was  almost  mffieient  to  shake  all  confidence  iti  human 
tettimony. 

Negro  Cate.  A  married  woman  was  attacked  at  her  reai- 
dence  in  Orange  County,  N.  C,  by  a  negro,  who,  however, 
only  succeeded  in  frightening  her  very  much.  She  swore  posi- 
tively to  the  person  of  a  free  negro  who  lived  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. An  old  man,  who  was  passing  the  house  just  before  the 
crime  was  committed,  swore  that  he  met  this  free  negro,  whom 
he  knew  very  well,  who  called  from  a  distance  to  know  whether 
the  man  who  lived  in  that  house  was  at  home,  and  if  there 
were  any  dogs  there ;  he  answered  that  he  was  not,  and  there 
TTore  no  dogs  there.  The  negro  proved  an  alibi,  but  might 
not  have  escaped,  had  not  a  slave  in  the  neighborhood  con- 
fessed that  he  committed  the  crime.  The  negro  being  pro- 
duced in  court,  the  woman  declared  still  that  it  was  the  free 
negro ;  the  old  man,  too,  insisted  that  he  was  the  man ;  and, 
strangest  of  all,  the  counselor,  to  vrhom  the  slave  had  just 
before  made  the  confession,  when  asked  in  court  to  point  ont 
the  man,  indicated  the  free  negro.  The  clerk  of  the  court, 
however,  corrected  him.  The  slave  waa  hung,  the  free  negro 
rdeased. 

All  the  above  are  taken  from  a  collection  of  cases  of  per- 
sonal identity,  published  by  J.  Munsell,  Albany,  1854,  The 
next  excited  an  Immense  interest  at  the  time  of  its  occurrenoe. 
Twenty  years  ago,  a  hotel  keeper  in  New  York  was  arrested 
on  a  charge  of  presenting  a  forged  check  at  one  of  the  banks, 
the  clerk  swearing  most  positively  to  his  identity.  The  pri- 
soner was  convicted,  but  a  now  trial  was  obtained,  I  think 
more  than  once,  and  when  repeated  prosecutions  (persecu- 
liona?)  had  blasted  the  character,  aod  ruined  the  fortunes  of 
>L.L  44 
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the  poor  man,  a  noted  forger  was  arrested,  whose  reseinbliM 
had  given  rise  to  all  the  troable. 

Cases  of  this  sort  could  be  multiplied  almost  ad  IA&iM,kt 
it  can  scarcely  be  necessary.  Indeed  I  should  not  hateiddel 
these,  but  from  an  earnest  desire  to  impress  on  the  reitfi 
mind  the  utter  micertaintj  of  testimony  to  identity,  via 
based  on  mere  resemblance  of  face  and  figmre.  Even  irini 
is  given  by  the  most  conscientious  witnesses,  and  by  te 
whose  means  of  knowing  are  most  abundant,  ezperieneefnn 
that  it  is  still  uncertain.  The  wife  has  been  mistaken  as  to  kr 
husband,  the  father  as  to  his  child,  the  sister  as  to  her  ata^ 
the  life-long  friend  as  to  his  friend.  Such  mistakes  haTebca 
made,  and  I  suppose  will  be  made,  on  such  evidence,  lim 
have  been  sacrificed,  judicial  murders  have  been  committed,  al 
what  the  law  has  once  done,  we  all  know  it  will  (for  tlutBok 
reason)  do  again.  May  my  own  profession  be  ever  held  bhM- 
less  in  this  matter.  May  our  influence  always  be  on  the  ale 
of  mercy.  The  way  in  which  we  can  best  serve  justice,  is  ti 
illustrate  and  enforce  the  uncertainty  of  testimony  to  identitj 
based  on  resemblance.  Where  malformations,  or  congeubl 
marks  or  soars  exist,  as  of  the  smallpox,  of  scrofulous  nkfli 
or  wounds,  we  have  better  ground  on  which  to  base  an  opimfli; 
yet  even  under  such  circumstances,  recorded  cases  incontafc- 
ibly  prove  that  most  wonderful  coincidences  have  been  foal 
to  exist.  It  is  even  probable  tliat  where  the  same  malfonii- 
tion,  etc.  exists,  the  attention  of  the  witnesses  may  be  so  ei* 
grossed  by  these,  that  points  of  dissimilarity,  suflSdent  it 
negative  all  idea  of  identity,  may  be  overlooked. — C.  R.  6-] 

The  marks  of  the  executioner,  branding,  Foder^  says,  ca- 
not  be  eflFaced.  By  means  of  a  plate  of  pewter,  he  savAe 
letters  come  out  on  the  back,  although  the  criminal,  who  W 
escaped  from  prison,  had  caused  an  eruption  over  its  whok 
surface.  The  cold  body  made  the  other  parts  pale,  whfleAf 
fatal  letter  V  appeared  in  full  relief. 

Devergie,  however,  observes  that  he  has  often  had  occMOft 
to  examine  cicatrices  of  this  kind,  without  being  able  to  ds- 
tinguish  the  letters,  till  repeated  friction  with  the  palm  of  ^ 
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hand  revived  them.  This  was  more  particularly  the  com 
when  the  branding  had  been  inflicted  in  jonth.  Mnlle,  of 
Strasburg,  published  in  the  Annalea  d'Hygit'ne,  an  elaborate 
essay  on  the  subject  of  cicatrices.  He  observes  that  Orfila  is 
in  error,  when  he  asserts  that  some  cicatrices  may  in  time 
disappear,  particularly  on  young  persons,  or  that  they  may 
undergo  such  changes,  that  we  cannot  specify  the  nature  of 
the  original  injury.  A  cicatrix,  he  says,  ia  a  new  and  abnor- 
maJ  formation,  dependent  on  a  previous  lesion,  and  permanent 
in  its  nature. 

As  illustrative  of  tho  variety  of  cicatrices,  and  the  necessity 
of  occasionally  investigating  their  characters,  Dr.  Malle  ad- 
duces tho  example  of  the  discrimination  that  mast  be  some- 
times made  between  the  effects  of  injuries  by  fire-arms  and 
those  originating  from  scrofula  or  syphilis.  So  also  the  dis- 
tinction between  the  marks  of  vacciuation  and  of  smallpox. 

1,    Tlie    relation   of  cicatrieet  to   their  producing    eaute. 
This  is  greatly  modified  by  tho  depth  of  the  original  injury. 
If  the  skin  only  has  been  divided,  the  scar  ia  very  different 
from  that  of  a  burn,  which  has   penetrated  much  deeper. 
When  there  has  been  a  solution  of  continuity,  ascertain  if  pos- 
sible the  mode  of  cure.     If  the  healing  has  been  by  first  in- 
tttion,  the  cicatrix  will  be  linear,  but  usually  it  is  somewhat 
VlSeaX,  more  or  less,  according  to  the  elasticity  of  the  skin, 
btenaion  as  depending  on  position  or  muscular  contraction. 
B  these  causes  act  powerfully,  as  over  the  elbow,  the  cica- 
t  will  be  nearly  circular.     In  the  spaces  between  the  fingers, 
\  axillx  or  the  linear  form  will  be  marked.     Hence  the 
■le  weapon,  infficting  wounds  on  different  parts,  the  ciea- 
B  m&y  differ. 

a  woundt  from  fire-arms,  we  c&n  seldom  infer  the  form 
r  the  projcctito  from  that  of  the  cicatrix.  Suppuration  or 
gangrene  increases  the  destruction  of  parts.  The  tendency, 
however,  in  all  is  to  a  rounded  shape,  and  the  diameter 
of  the  cicatrix,  both  of  the  entrance  and  exit  wounds,  is 
always  le.^  than  that  of  the  projectile.  If  the  fire-arm  has 
a  discharged  at  a  distance,  tho  cicatrix  resembles  a  perfect 
:,  depressed  in  the  centre,  with  the  skin  tightened  from 
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thence  to  the  circmnfereneey  in  consequence  of  its  adhfidoAto 
the  subjacent  parts.  On  the  other  hmnd,  when  diadmged 
yery  near,  the  cicatrix  will  be  depressed,  with  irregular  edgo^ 
and  if  recent,  may  be  accompanied  with  a  bluish-colored  ikk 
from  the  burning  of  the  powder.  Sometimes,  indeed,  tUi 
color  is  permanent,  owing  to  the  grains  of  unbnmt  ponder 
having  been  driven  into  the  skin.  It  may  occasionally  beooM 
a  question  when  several  cicatrices  are  present,  whether  ihej 
have  originated  from  one  or  more  discharges  of  fire^nvi 
This  is  a  difficult  problem  on  the  dead  body,  but  we  bImhU 
keep  in  mind  the  extraordinary  deviations  of  projectilefl.  A 
remarkable  case  is  that  mentioned  by  Professor  Levy,  inwliick 
a  single  ball  caused  four  wounds,  two  on  the  internal  snr&oe 
of  the  arm  and  two  on  the  back. 

Bums.  The  soar  here  is  peculiar.  It  is  formed  by  tke 
exudation  of  lymph  on  the  surface  of  the  fleshy  points  of  ti» 
suppiirating  wound,  thin  and  reddish,  and  never  completdy 
supplying  the  original  loss  of  substance.  It  varies  in  font 
and  shape,  according  to  the  depth  of  the  injury,  and  the  ns- 
ture  of  the  subjacent  tissue  that  has  been  reached.  Whea 
superficial,  it  assumes  nearly  the  form  of  the  burning  body; 
when  deep,  it  has  a  rounded  circumference.  The  edges  are 
rough,  concentric,  and  descending  like  steps,  as  if  the  caise 
had  contracted  its  circle  of  action,  in  proportion  as  it  pal^ 
trated  more  deeply.  Solid  caustics,  on  the  other  hand,  leave 
perpendicular  edges ;  liquid  ones  resemble  superficial  boms  in 
their  efifects,  unless  they  have  had  a  considerable  period  to 
operate,  and  then  their  cicatrices,  like  those  of  the  solid,  ire 
circumscribed,  deep,  and  depressed  in  the  centre.  The  ficir 
from  a  boiling  liquid,  or  from  the  rapid  contact  of  a  bnnui^ 
body,  is  large,  irregular  on  its  surface,  and  superficial. 

These  scars  sometimes  require  weeks  and  even  months  to 
complete  themselves.  They  gradually  thicken,  and  contract 
from  the  edges  to  the  centre.  This  continues  until  the  so- 
face  becomes  white  and  solid,  covered  with  a  thin  shining  ^ 
dermis,  which  is  destitute  of  mucous  tissue,  sebaceous  folliclefl, 
and  hair  bulbs.  Now  and  then  a  few  white  hairs  are  obsenred, 
but  the  surface  is  constantly  dry,  although  the  whole  of  tbe 
rest  of  the  body  be  covered  with  sweat. 
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In  examining  the  dead  body,  we  £nd  some  impenetrable  to 
the  minntcst  injectiona ;  others  are  permanently  rose-colored 
or  red,  and  gorged  with  venous,  rather  than  arterial  blood. 

Dislocations.  A  simple  dislocation,  immediately  reduced, 
leaves  no  trace ;  but  in  aged,  feeble,  or  rachitic  persons,  a 
stifliiesfi  of  the  part  will  remain ;  if  there  has  been  a  rupture 
of  the  muscular  fibres  or  tendinous  parts,  we  shall  find  cica- 
trices. We  should  ascertain  whether  reduction  was  attempted 
or  not. 

Fractures.  Callus  is  the  cicatrix  of  bone.  A  perfect 
nnion  indicates  that  a  considerable  period  of  time  has  elapsed 
since  the  injury,  particularly  if  the  united  part  is  strong,  and 
equally  with  the  other  resists  our  efforts  to  break  it.  It  is 
on  the  dead  body  alone  that  we  can  satbfactorily  ascertain 
the  actual  condition  of  fractures  and  dislocations.  On  the 
living  wo  can  only  partially  examine  the  surface  of  superficial 
bones,  as  the  clavicle,  tibia,  and  forearm,  and  here  the  swelling 
may  sometimes  be  felt  at  the  end  of  eight  or  twelve  months. 
We  should  bo  careful  not  to  confound  this  with  spina  ventosa 
or  syphilitic  exostosis. 

Surgical  cicatrices.  Under  this  head,  Dr.  Malle  includes 
ell  those  scars  which  are  left  after  medical  applicntions  or  sur- 
gical operations.  In  questions  of  identity,  the  double  scar  of 
the  sctou  may  be  made  to  resemble  the  two  wounds  from  a 
ball.  If  epispastics  bo  continued  too  long,  particularly  on 
females,  the  skin  will  be  destroyed,  according  to  Dupuytren, 
Kcd  an  indelible  brownish  mark  will  be  left.  The  scars  from 
moxa  and  the  cautery  resemble  those  from  circumscribed 
wounds  with  loss  of  the  tissue,  and  we  have  to  refer  to  their 
position  in  order  satisfactorily  to  designate  the  cause. 

Since  a  certificate  of  vaccination  has  become  necessary  in 
certain  cases,  the  examiner  may  be  required  to  distinguish  be- 
tween the  real  and  spurious  marks.  The  last  leave  only  red, 
superficial  spots,  very  different  from  the  figured  cicatrix  of  the 
genuine  affection.  Scars  from  surgical  operations  resemble 
those  resulting  from  wounds. 

Spontaneous  solutiom  of  continuity,  or  the  scars  which  auc- 
\  scrofulous,  syphibtic,  cancerous,  etc.  ulcers.     These  it  is 
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rerj  difficult  to  difloriminate.  Some,  indeed,  hmve  asagnedt 
distinct  character  to  each,  as  a  round  one  to  the  sypUfitk^ 
and  an  angular  one  to  the  cancerous ;  but  there  is  an  infimti 
variety  in  all  of  them,  and  the  examiner  should  rather  rek 
the  form  to  the  anatomical  state  of  the  part,  such  as  the  dii- 
ticity  of  the  skin,  conyezity  or  depression  of  surface,  etCL, 
than  to  the  disease.  We  may  also  draw  an  inference  frm 
the  particular  place  where  the  scar  occurs.  Thus,  one  in  dii 
inguinal  regions  will  lead  to  the  suspicion  of  a  venereal  ongB, 
and  in  the  neck  or  over  the  parotid,  of  a  scrofulous  mtSR. 
But,  in  general,  we  should  hesitate  before  pronouncing  a  de* 
cided  opinion. 

2.  To  what  depth  had  the  solution  of  continuity^  repretextd 
by  the  scary  extended?  This  can  only  be  answered  ifter 
death.     Dissection  must  trace  it  through  the  various  tissoca. 

It  has  been  incorrectly  supposed  that  some  parts  of  the 
human  body  never  cicatrize.  The  process  proceeds  as  rtpStj 
in  the  mucous  tissue  as  in  the  cutaneous.  The  serous  aho 
unites  with  adhesion  of  the  contiguous  faces  by  means  of  a 
plastic  exudation,  while  the  cellular  is  in  some  measure  the 
medium  of  adhesions.  Delpech  has  well  described  the  chan^ 
ters  of  the  tissue  of  cicatrices.  It  is  manifestly  fibrous, 
dense,  capable  of  resisting  much  force,  and  but  little  extei- 
sible,  although  it  possesses  the  power  of  retraction,  whidi, 
however,  is  only  partially  subservient  to  the  will. 

A  contusion  with  no  injury  to  the  skin  leaves  no  scar,  but 
is  marked  in  its  progress  by  various  changes  of  color,  and  ve 
can  form  an  opinion  from  these  of  the  length  of  time  that  his 
elapsed  since  the  injury.  Again,  there  may  be  internal  con- 
tused wounds,  while  the  skin  is  perfect.  Suppose  one  of  these, 
as  of  the  lungs  or  peritoneum,  should  heal  and  form  adhesions, 
and  presently  the  individual  dies  of  a  supervening  disease. 
Dissection  here  will  prove  that  the  effects  of  the  wound  hare 
not  been  the  cause.  In  wounds  with  a  sharp-pointed  instm- 
ment,  their  shape,  although  depending  somewhat  on  its  fonn, 
is  mainly  influenced  by  the  tension  exercised  on  the  part 
The  cicatrix  is  smaller  than  the  wound,  and  of  course  neither 
of  them  will  enable  us  to  judge  of  the  size  of  the  weapon. 
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The  parts  retnrn  rapidly  after  the  injary  to  their  original  po- 
sition. The  results  obtained  by  Dupuytren  and  Filho3,  with 
oyliniirical  weapons,  are  hence  exeeodingly  interesting.*  Bel- 
lein»in  ba^  ateo  ascertained  that  muscular  fibres,  when  divided, 
will  nnite  so  perfectly  that  the  point  of  section  cannot  be 
found  with  the  microscope.  When  dtyided  transversely,  the 
scar  is  scarcely  ever  linear,  a  consequence  of  their  constant 
contractions. 

If  I  The  same  is  true  in  consequence  of  their  imperfect  vitality. 

Bhs   nervous   tissue,  if  not  completely  divided,  also  unites 


As  to  the  bones,  it  is  highly  necessary  that  the  medico- 
legal examiner  should  familiarize  himself  with  the  progressive 
changes  of  the  callus.  The  division  of  it  by  Dupuytren,  into 
provisory  and  perfect  callus,  should  be  well  understood. 

3.  How  long  tinae  haa  a  cicatrix  been  formed  f  This  must 
be  answered  by  a  reference  to  the  facta  already  stated.  In 
general,  the  degree  of  organizatioa  is  the  measure.  If  red.  , 
tender  to  the  touch,  and  covered  with  scabs,  it  is  recent.  Its 
perfect  characters  have  been  already  mentioned.  It  is  napos- 
sible  to  specify  the  length  of  time  necessary  for  these  changes, 
and  the  only  exception  to  this  is  with  the  bones.  For  those, 
authors  have  assigned  exact  periods  of  progress.  None,  how- 
ever, have  invariable  terms.  Feehle  health,  an  irritable  tem- 
perament, advanced  age,  unhealthy  seasons,  and  indeed  aD 
the  causes  of  disease  operate  unfavorably,  while  the  presence 
of  any  constitutional  affection  must  delay  the  healing.  Lastly, 
the  degree  of  vitality  in  a  tissue  has  some  influence,  also  the 
functions  exercised  by  a  part.  A  wound  in  the  bowels  is  slow 
in  healing,  from  their  constant  motion,  and  one  in  the  lower 
extremities  requires  longer  time  than  one  in  the  upper. 

In  legal  medicine,  cicatrices  are  to  be  considered  as  to  their 

*  They  KEDertoined  thitt  a  weapon  perfect!;  Dfliadricftl  and  pointed  jrill 
inda  with  diatioat  angles.  Ssusoq.  on  iho  olJier  hoiiil,  found 
n  dial  woiinila,  produced  b;  a  aharp  foil,  on  the  bodf  of  a  rcnmla  who 
A  ttm  auaaBinaled.  [WMIe  phjraician  to  the  cit;  prisoo  ia  New  Vurk, 
1  fraiiaent  opportoaities  of  seeing  scalp  wounds  prcientiDg  all  the 
^ppaarauces  of  clear  nuU,  which  were  infliated  bj  the  amoolli,  round  oluba 
of  tbepoUoe.— C.  R.  0.] 
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effects  on  the  fonotionB  of  partionlar  organs,  (local,)  and  <m 
the  system  generaUy.  Either  of  these  may  need  inyestigadon 
.  in  questions  of  damages.  Inquire  whether  they  are  cuntde 
or  not,  whether  connected  with  permanent  adhesions,  or  pro* 
ductive  of  deformity ;  and  also  recollect  that  an  internal  in- 
jury, though  healed,  will  often  predispose  to  disease  of  the 
particular  cavity.  The  case  is  peculiarly  uncertain  if  it  con- 
tinues fistulous.'*' 

Finally,  we  should  notice  all  peculiaritieB  of  phy^ognomj, 
and  of  professions  and  trades.  These  last,  as  is  well  known, 
develop  some  members  more  than  others,  f 

In  the  chapter  on  Persons  found  Dead,  the  reader  will  find 
minute  directions  for  identifying  the  age  and  sex. 

*  Aniudes  D*Hjgi6ne,  April,  1840;  Amerioan  Joum.  Med.  Sci6]ioei,N.&, 
vol.  ii.  p.  496. 

f  Dictionnaire  des  Soienoes  Medioales,  toL  xxiY.»  art.  Iftgrretnofu,  OiSk, 
in  a  memoir  on  the  inferences  to  be  drawn  from  the  oolor  of  the  biir,  ii 
oases  of  disputed  identity,  states,  as  the  result  of  naxneroos  exptfimiti 
made  by  him,  that  the  color  of  black  hair  can  be  altered  bj  Tarioos  tgeitot 
that  light-colored  hair,  with  sundry  exceptions,  oan  be  stained  of  a  dvk 
oolor ;  but  that  red,  or  blond,  or  chestnut-colored  hair,  is  ehangsd  inHk 
great  difficulty,  and  indeed  it  can  hardly  be  effected.  In  all  instaneei  d 
this  description,  he  remarks  that  the  use  of  these  agents  may  be  deteetel 
on  a  close  examination,  since  it  is  impossible  to  effect  a  total  change.  Sooe 
straggling  hairs  will  peep  out  and  testify  to  their  original  color.  (Amnki 
d' Hygiene,  toI.  xiiL  p.  466.)  [In  a  German  case,  tried  in  1849,  the  questifls 
whether  tatoo  marks  were  permanent,  arose,  and  Caspar  presented  an  elate- 
rate  report,  asserting  that  they  did  occasionally  disappear.  His  report  kai 
been  yery  seyerely  criticised,  and  the  prevailing  opinion  is  that  these  mszki 
are  indestructible  by  time,  though  portions  of  the  pigment  sufioinit  lo 
blacken  the  glands  of  the  acyoining  parts  may  be  taken  up.  Med.  TiM 
and  Gasette,  December  11,  1852.— C.  R.  G.] 


CHAPTER    XII. 

INSURANCE    UPON    LIVES.* 

Pefinition  of  an  insurance  upon  life— of  an  annuity.  Objects  of  inquiry 
with  insurers  upon  lives — exceptions  made  by  them.  What  vitiates  poli- 
cies— fraud  or  falsehood  as  to  the  health  of  the  insured — gout — dyspepsia, 
whether  organic  or  functional — confinement — omission  to  mention  the 
actual  medical  attendant — consumption — mental  imbecility — disease  of 
the  kidneys — habits  of  intoxication — opium  eating.  Suicide— and  the 
meaning  of  this  term  in  cases  of  life  insurance.    French  annuity  case. 

An  insurance  upon  life  is  a  contract  by  which  the  under- 
writers,  for  a  certain  sum,  varying  with  the  circumstances  of 
each  case,  engage  that  if  the  person  whose  life  is  insured  die 
within  the  time  to  which  the  policy  is  limited,  they  will  pay  a 
sum  of  money  to  the  person  in  whose  favor  the  policy  is 
granted.  The  nature  of  the  agreement  is  such  that,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  probability  of  the  prolongation  of  the  life,  will 
be  the  smallness  of  the  premium.  Annuities  are  regulated  on 
the  same  principles ;  the  only  difference  is,  that  here  the  per- 
son deposits  the  required  sum  at  once,  and  the  company  agree 
to  pay  a  certain  annual  sum  during  his  life.  It  is  the  custom 
of  insurance  offices  to  refer  the  applicant  to  a  medical  man 
acquainted  with  his  constitution  and  habits,  usually  his  medical 
adviser ;  and  persons  are  also  appointed  as  physicians  to  the 
office,  who  examine  all  applicants.  The  result  of  the  inquiries 
thus  made  guides  them  in  accepting  or  refusing  a  risk.  The 
objects  of  the  investigation,  of  course,  are,  whether  the  party 

*  In  the  fifth  volume  New  York  Med.  and  Phys.  Journal  wiU  be  found 
an  essay  on  this  subject,  which  forms  the  basis  of  this  chapter.  ElUs'  Law 
of  Life  and  Fire  Insurance,  etc.,  repubUshed  in  Sergeant  and  Lowber's  Law 
Library,  June,  1834,  chapter  ii.  part  2,  contains  a  notice  of  most  of  the 
English  cases  to  which  I  have  referred. 
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labor  under  anj  disease  likelj  to  shorten  life;  wbether  Ui 
habits  are  temperate,  and  his  employment  prejudicial  tohealdL 
Each  office  has  a  printed  list  of  questions  to  be  answwed  by 
the  party's  usual  medical  attendant,  and  another  by  thdr  om 
medical  adviser.  These  questions  refer  not  only  to  the  preaat 
state  of  the  party's  health,  but  as  to  whether  he  has,  at  anj  pre- 
vious time,  had  any  serious  disease;  whether  he  have  resM 
in  hot  climates,  and,  in  general  terms,  whether  his  is  a  good 
life  to  insure.'*'  The  underwriter  usually  undertakes  to  answer 
for  all  those  accidents  by  which  the  life  of  man  is  endaogerad, 
unless  the  party  commit  suicide  or  die  by  the  hands  of  tk 
law.  Hence,  these  are  generally  excepted  in  policies,!  and 
in  certain  cases,  also,  the  premium  is  special,  and  subject  to 
particular  arrangement,  such  as  exposure  to  risk  by  long 
Yoyages,  or  by  military  service,  and  residence  in  unhesldij 
climates.  I  observe,  also,  that  during  the  prevalence  of  Ao- 
lera  in  Great  Britain  in  1832,  several,  and  probably  all,  of  the 
offices  excluded  death  by  that  disease,  (unless  an  increased 


*  Mr.  Lawrence,  in  his  Lectures  on  Surgery,  speaking  of  the  liabih^  d 
an  organ  that  has  once  been  inflamed  again  to  become  so,  adds :  "  Tenm 
who  conduct  the  business  of  life  insurance  are  weU  aware  of  this  fact,  ni 
therefore  inquire  not  only  whether  the  party  is  healthy  at  the  time,  M 
whether  he  has  at  any  previous  time  had  serious  disease,  and  if  he  hivi 
had  such  disease,  they  refuse  the  risk,  considering  him  an  unsound  mia.' 
(Lancet,  N.  8.,  vol.  v.  p.  266.) 

f  In  a  case  where  the  noted  Fauntleroy  effected  an  insurance  on  his  fif^ 
it  appeared  that  there  was  no  exception,  as  to  death  by  the  hands  of  justiN, 
in  the  policies  of  this  company  (the  Amicable.)  It  was  urged,  hovevw, 
that  the  insured  had  perpetrated  a  crime,  which  the  laws  of  his  eooatiy 
punish  capitally,  and  that  therefore  his  death  was  as  much  his  own  aetssif 
he  had  committed  suicide.  But  the  court  (master  of  the  rolls)  decided  tki 
*Hhe  obligation  to  pay  did  not  determine,  merely  because  the  conduct  of  tin 
party  insured  produced  the  event,  even  though  such  conduct  was  agunst  tk 
criminal  law  of  the  country.  To  avoid  the  obligation,  the  act  must  be  doae 
fraudulently,  for  the  very  purpose  of  producing  the  event."  (Bolland  c.  Dii- 
ney,  3  Russel's  Chancery  Reports,  p.  851.)  The  House  of  Lords,  howerfr, 
on  appeal,  reversed  this  decision,  on  the  ground  that,  as  a  conation  is  i 
policy  saving  the  insurance  in  the  event  of  the  party  effecting  the  insurance 
committing  felony,  would  clearly  be  void,  as  affording  encouragement  te 
crime,  and  being  contrary  to  public  policy,  so  no  effect  could  be  given  to  i 
policy  which  in  reality  involved  that  condition.  (2  Dow  and  Clarke*8  Pu** 
liamentary  Reports,  vol.  i.  p.  1.) 


rate  of  premimn  was  paid,)  during  its  eontiouance  as  an  epi- 
domic. 

Polieiea  on  lives  are  vitiated  b^  fraud  or  falsehood  as  to  the 
health  of  the  insured.  This  is  the  point  on  which  the  phy- 
sician's testimony  is  frequently  required.  I  appreheud  that 
the  hest  and  most  practical  elucidation  that  I  can  give  of  this 
subject  is  to  notice  citscs  that  have  occurred. 

The  two  following  occurred  previous  to  the  eetabliahment 
of  the  preliminary  inquiries  already  noted.  Indeed,  it  is  pro- 
bable that  the  case  of  Sir  Simeon  Stuart  led  the  ofliceB  to 
name,  specifically,  gout  and  other  constitutional  disorders. 

In  an  action  on  a  policy  made  on  the  life  of  Sir  James  Roas 

for  one  year,  from  October,  1769,  to  October,  1760,  warranted 

•n  good  health  from  the  time  of  making  the  policy;  the  fact 

ms.  Sir  James  had  received  a  wound  in  his  loins,  which  had 

Occasioned  a  partial  relaxation  or  palsy,  so  that  he  could  not 

retain  bis  urine  or  fieces;   this   was  not  mentioned  to  the 

iosiirer.      Sir  James  died  of  a   malignant  fever  within  the 

time  of  the  insurance.     All  the  physicians  and  surgoona  who 

were  examined  for  the  plaintiif,  swore  that  the  wound  bad 

IK)  sort  of  connection  with  the  fever;  and  that  the  want  of 

ftt«ntion  was  not  a  disorder  which  shortened  life,  but  he  might, 

notwithstanding  that,  have  lived  to  the  common  age  of  man ; 

And  the  surgeons  who  opened  him  said  that  his  intestines  were 

sound.    There  was  one  physician  examined  for  the  defond- 

eaid  the  want  of  retention  was  paralytic;  but  being 

explain,  he  said  it  was  only  a  local  palsy,  arising 

wound,  but  did  not  affect  life;  but,  on  the  whole,  be 

look  upon  him  as  a  good  life. 

Lord  MansGeld,  before  whom  the  case  was  tried,  observed: 

e  question  of  fraud  cannot  exist  in  this  case.     When  a 

makes  insurance  upon  a  life  generally,  without  any  repre- 

ition  of  the  state  of  the  life  insured,  the  insurer  takes  all 

le  risk,  unless  there  was  some  fraud  in  the  person  insuring, 

ither  by  his  suppressing  some  circumstance  which  he  knew, 

by  alleging  what  was  false.     But  if  the  person  insuring 

ew  no  more  than  the  insurer,  the  latter  takes  the  risk. 

When  an  insurance  is  upon  a  representation,  every  material 
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circumstance  should  be  mentioned,  sach  as  age,  way  of  Ub, 
etc.  But  where  there  is  a  warranty,  then  nothing  need  be 
told,  but  it  must,  in  general,  be  proved,  if  litigated,  that  di 
life  woi  in  fact  a  good  one^  and  $o  it  may  fte,  ihaugl  h 
have  a  particular  infirmity.  The  only  question  is,  wMm 
he  was  in  a  reasonably  good  state  of  healthy  and  such  alffim 
ought  to  be  insured  on  common  terms  f**  The  jury,  upon  dii 
direction,  without  going  out  of  court,  found  a  verdict  for  tk 
plaintiff.^ 

In  another  case,  one  of  the  terms  of  the  policy  was,  thtftift 
should  be  void  if  anything  stated  by  the  assured,  in  a  dedaii- 
tion  or  statement  given  by  him  to  the  directors  of  the  inni- 
rance  company  before  the  execution  of  the  policy,  shoold  be 
untrue.     [A  proviso  of  this  sort  is  now  inserted  in  almost  iD 
policies,  and  it  should  never  escape  the  notice  of  the  ezamming 
physician. — G.  B.  G.]    In  this  declaration,  the  assured  stated 
that  ''he  was  at  that  time  in  good  health,  and  not  afflicted 
with  any  disorder,  nor  addicted  to  any  habit  tending  to  shortoi 
life;  that  he  had  not,  at  any  time,  been  afflicted  with  insanitj, 
rupture,  gout,  fits,  apoplexy,  palsy,  dropsy,  dysentery,  soo- 
fula,  or  any  afifection  of  the  liver ;  that  he  had  not  any  spitting 
of  blood,  consumptive  symptoms,  asthma,  cough,  or  odier  affe^ 
tions  of  the  lungs,  and  that  one  T.  W.  was  at  that  time  lus 
usual  medical  attendant.'*     It  was  urged  on  the  part  of  tbe 
defendant,  that  the  above  was  untrue,  in  this,  viz.,  that  at  tbe 
time  of  making  the  declaration  he  had  spitting  of  blood,  con- 
sumptive symptoms,  an  affection  of  the  lungs,  an  affection  of 
the  liver,  and  a  cough  of  an  inflammatory  and  dangerou 
nature;  that  he  was  thus  affected  with  a  disorder  tending  to 
shorten  life,  and  that  he  had  falsely  averred  that  T.  W.  was 
his  usual  medical  attendant.     The  defendant  proved  on  tbe 
trial,  that  about  four  years  before  the  policy  was  effected,  tbe 
assured  had  spit  blood,  and  had  subsequently  exhibited  otber 
symptoms  usual  in  consumptive  subjects,  and  that  he  died  of 
consumption  three  years  after  the  date  of  the  policy.    Tbe 
judge,  in  summing  up,  read  over  the  several  issues  to  the  jury, 

*  Park  on  Insurance,  toL  iL  p.  683 ;  Ross  v.  Bradshaw,  and  1  BUckstont*! 
Btports,  p.  812. 
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•ad  in  the  course  of  it  stated  to  them,  that  it  was  for  them  to 
■ay  whether,  at  the  time  of  his  making  the  statement  set 
forth  in  the  declaration,  the  assured  had  such  spitting  of 
blood,  and  such  affection  of  the  lungs  and  inflammatory  cough^ 
«8  would  have  a  tendency  to  shorten  his  life.  It  was  held  that 
ihb  was  a  misdirection,  for  that^  although  the  mere  fact  of  the 
assured  having  spit  blood  would  not  vitiate  the  policy,  the 
assured  was  bound  to  have  stated  that  fact  to  the  assurance 
company,  in  order  that  they  might  make  inquiry,  whether  it 
was  the  result  of  the  disease  called  spitting  of  blood.  ^ 

Q-out.  An  insurance  had  been  effected  on  the  life  of  Sir 
Simeon  Stuart,  from  April  1, 1779,  for  one  year.  The  policy 
contained  a  warranty  that  he  was  about  fifty-seven  years  of 
age,  and  in  good  health,  on  the  11th  of  May,  1779.  He  died 
writhin  the  year.  The  warranty  of  health  was  contested,  but 
it  appeared  in  evidence,  that  although  Sir  Simeon  was  troubled 
irith  spasms  and  cramps  from  violent  fits  of  the  gout,  he  was 
in  good  health  when  the  policy  was  underwritten,  as  he  had 
been  for  a  long  time  before.  Lord  Mansfield,  in  commenting 
on  the  testimony,  observed:  ^^Such  a  warranty  can  never 
wean  that  a  man  has  not  the  seeds  of  a  disorder.  We  are  all 
bom  with  seeds  of  mortality  in  us.  A  man  subject  to  the 
gout  is  a  life  capable  of  being  insured,  if  he  has  no  sickness 
at  the  time  to  make  it  an  unequal  contract.''  The  plaintiff 
obtained  a  verdict,  f 

*  Geach  v.  Ingall,  14  Meeson  and  Welsly's  Exchequer  Reports. 

f  Park,  Yol.  ii.  p.  588,  Willis  v.  Poole.  In  a  recent  case,  (Swete  v.  FairUe, 
6  Carrington  and  Payne's  Reports,  p.  1,)  the  insurer,  Mr.  Abraham,  stated 
In  reply  to  the  usual  question  concerning  diseases,  that  he  was  troubled  with 
** occasional  indigestion  only."  This  was  in  1827.  It  appeared  on  the  trial, 
that  in  1823  he  was  seized  with  depression  of  spirits,  nearly  if  not  quite 
amounting  to  insanity.  He  was  not,  howeyer,  secluded,  but  took  lodgings 
in  the  country,  and  came  to  town  every  day  and  attended  to  business.  This 
alter  some  time  restored  him  to  health.  His  complexion  was  florid,  and 
there  was  the  general  appearance  of  a  tendency  to  a  determination  to  the 
head.  He  died  of  apoplexy  in  1830.  It  was  decided  that  **  a  policy  of  in- 
surance on  the  life  of  another  person,  who  at  the  time  of  the  insurance  is 
in  a  good  state  of  health,  is  not  vitiated  by  the  non-communication  by  such 
person  of  the  fact  of  his  having,  a  few  years  before,  been  afflicted  with  a 
disorder  tending  to  shorten  life,  if  it  appears  that  the  disorder  was  of  such 
a  character  as  to  prevent  the  party  ftrom  being  eonsdoos  of  what  had  hap- 
pened to  him  while  suffering  under  it" 
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Djfipepiia.  In  an  action  brought  by  the  execnton  of  Dr. 
Watson  against  tbe  Equitable  Insurance  Company,  to  reeom 
a  sum  insured  on  his  life,  the  defence  was,  that  die  deceued 
had,  in  breach  of  his  declaration  to  the  coDtrary,  a  &orfa 
tending  to  shorten  life,  and  that  therefore  the  i>olicy  mi  foii 
For  the  plaintiff,  it  was  proved  that  Dr.  Watson  had  appU 
to  a  physician  in  Bath  for  advice  concerning  dyspeptic  ■yap 
toms,  and  that  these,  though  uncomfortable,  do  not  geomStf^ 
unless  increased  to  an  excessive  degree,  tend  to  shorten  fib; 
and  further,  that  his  complaint  was  not  organic  djftptpm 
Several  medical  men  stated  that  they  had  attended  him  nee 
the  policy  had  been  effected,  and  that  he  was  then  quite  five 
of  the  disorder.  On  the  other  side,  several  medical  men  stttei 
that  they  had  seen  him  at  the  time  of  his  visiting  Bath,  jn- 
viously  to  effectmg  the  insurance,  and  that  they  oonsidcnl 
him  as  a  failing  man.  It  was  left  to  the  jury  to  decile 
whether  the  patient's  complaint  was  organic  dyspepsia,  and  if 
it  was  not,  whether  the  dyspepsia  under  which  he  labored  wtfi 
at  the  time  of  effecting  the  policy,  of  such  a  degree,  that  bj 
its  excess  it  tended  to  shorten  life.  The  jury  found  that  il 
was  neither  organic  nor  excessive,  and  gave  a  verdict  for  tk 
plaintiff. 

An  application  was  afterwards  made  to  the  court  of  ooo- 
mon  pleas  to  set  aside  the  verdict  and  have  a  new  trial,  oa 
the  ground  that  since  the  insured  afterwards  died  of  the  same 
disorder  which  he  had  before  effecting  the  policy,  that  circuift- 
stance  was  conclusive  proof  that  he  was  then  afflicted  vitha 
disorder  tending  to  shorten  life. 

Mr.  Justice  Ghambre  remarked — all  disorders  have  more  or 
less  tendency  to  shorten  life,  even  the  most  trifling;  as  for 
instance,  corns  may  end  in  a  mortification :  that  is  not  tlie 
meaning  of  the  clause.  If  dyspepsia  were  a  disorder  that 
tended  to  shorten  life,  within  this  exception,  the  lives  of  half 
the  members  of  the  profession  of  the  law  would  be  uninsnia- 
ble.     The  application  was  refused.* 

Confinement  in  jail.  In  1815,  a  case  was  tried  at  the  Sarma 
spring  assizes,  where  the  defence  set  up  was,  that  a  material 

*  4  Taunton's  Reports,  p.  768,  Watson  v.  Mainwaring. 
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disBipated  in  his  yoath,  and  had  in  consec[nence  lost  hia 
speech,  and  some  said,  his  mind;  but  this  was  denied  by  his 
physicians.  On  this  the  company  charges  extra  premium  (X5 
instead  of  £2  ITs.)  It  appeared,  on  the  trial,  that  the  dnke 
bad  had  almoat  total  loss  of  speech  since  1822,  which  one  of 
bis  pliysicians  attributed  to  local  paralysis;  that  he  had  had 
periodic  catarrh  with  fever.  The  duke's  chamberlain  testified 
that  he  never  complained  of  pain  in  his  head;  he  ate,  drank, 
and  slept  well,  but  could  not  speak.  Dr.  Dorl  testified  that 
his  mind  was  weak  though  his  bodily  health  was  good.  On 
post-mortem  esamination,  uo  lesion  of  the  viscera  of  the  trunk 
was  found,  but  in  the  cranium,  a  tumor  six  tnches  long  and  two 
deep,  pressing  on  the  brain,  and  even  depreaeing  the  bone  at 
the  base  of  the  skull,  Mr.  Green,  a  surgeon  of  Guy's  Hos- 
pital, testified  that  from  the  symptoms,  he  should  not  diagnOB- 
ticate  organic  disease.  The  tumor  must  have  existed  from 
early  life ;  the  Iops  of  speech  was  from  want  of  volition,  not 
&om  the  tumor,  which,  during  hfo,  must  have  been  in  a  passive 
state.  In  reply  to  a  iiuestion  from  Lord  Tcnterden,  he  sn-id, 
"If  I,  as  a  roedical  man,  was  asked  by  an  insurance  eompiiny 
concerning  the  health  of  a  man  who  was  unwilling  to  move, 
ifafl  subject  to  control  upon  his  intellect,  and  had  lost  his 
speech,  I  should  not  consider  myself  at  liberty  to  forbear 
mentioning  these  circumstances."  On  this,  Lord  Tentcrden 
pat  an  end  to  the  case.  A  new  trial  was  applied  for  but 
refused.  • 

On  the  medical  testimony  in  this  case,  tho  Medico-Chir. 
RcT.,  vol.  XIV.  p,  213,  justly  remarks:  "Tho  duke  was  thea 
(1824)  reduced  to  a  state  of  idiocy,  mutism,  and  cecity,  by  % 
tumor  of  the  brain,  yet  his  physicians  (gkame  on  »ueh  pJi^ti- 
eioju!)  certified  that  his  health  was  good." 

Dinented  kidney.  Mr.  Chitty  mentions  tho  case  of  Simcor 
V.  Bignold,  tried  in  1832,  for  a  hfe  policy  effected  in  1827, 
irith  the  usual  declaration  that  Bird  was  not  affected  with  any 
disease  tending  to  ihorfen  life.     Bird  died  in  January,  1881 J 


•  8  CuiTiDgton  and  Pavna's  Reporta,  8fi3 ;  8  B&rDeviill  and  Cret«ir«ll,  68ej 
8  M»oDlng  uid  ByUnd,  45,  (Liodcnaa  e.  Desborongh ;)  LoDiion  Medical 
0"»o't«.  Tol  ii  p.  (JOO. 

Vol.  I.  45 
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and  on  dissection^  it  was  found  that  a  large  fimgoiu  tumor, 
weighing  two  pounds  four  onnoes^  occupied  the  place  of  the 
left  kidney.  Some  of  the  witnesses  were  of  opinion  that  it 
mnst  haye  been  of  fiye  or  six  years*  growth,  and  that  it  im 
an  incurable  organic  disease.  The  bladder  was  also  &eued, 
but  otherwise  the  rest  of  the  body  was  in  a  healthy  Btitei 
Mr.  Bird  had  been  medically  treated  for  symptoms  of  Im 
disease,  as  far  back  as  1825  or  1826.  The  cause  ended  ift 
a  compromise,  by  the  defendants  refunding  the  pramm 
received.* 

HahiU  of  intoxication.  Two  cases,  in  which  it  was  prond 
that  the  knowledge  of  these  was  concealed  from  the  iDsaren^ 
although  the  individuals  in  question  were  at  the  time  appt- 
rently  hale  and  healthy,  have  been  decided  against  the  pluB- 
tiffs.f    It  was  urged,  in  one  instance,  that  the  warrantj  vm 


*  Chittj's  Medical  Jarispmdenoe.  part  1,  p.  285. 

t  6  East's  Reports,  188 ;  Ayeraon  v.  Lord  Eonnaird  uid  others.  5  finf- 
ham*8  Reports,  508 ;  Eyerett  v.  Desborough. 

In  a  third  case  of  a  similar  nature,  although  the  judge  (Lord  DesMi) 
charged  the  jury  for  the  defendant,  the  Terdict  was  in  favor  of  the  pkiitil 
(London  Med.  Gaiette,  toI.  xxi.  p.  549.) 

There  are  some  additional  English  cases,  more  recent  than  anj  noticed  n 
the  text,  the  substance  of  which  may  here  be  briefly  given : 

Chattock  T.  Shawe,  Col.  Greswolde  made  an  insurance  on  his  life,  lit 
died  in  two  years  thereafter.  The  company  resisted  payment  on  thegroosd 
that  the  colonel  had  been  intemperate,  and  also  had  epileptic  fits,  indthit 
these  facts  had  been  concealed  from  them.  On  these  points,  there  wu  grat 
diversity  of  testimony.  The  verdict  was  for  the  plaintiff.  Lord  AbiB|» 
charged  the  jury  that  all  that  was  required  to  be  considered  was,  vbctkcr 
it  was  satisfactorily  proved  that  the  colonel  had  been  subject  to  fits,  ud 
accustomed  to  intemperate  habits  hefort  the  policy  was  issued.  It  wuast 
sufficient  to  vacate  the  policy,  if  an  epileptic  fit  had  occurred  in  conseqasM 
of  an  accident.  It  must  be  shown  that  the  constitution  either  was  nstonllf 
liable  to  fits,  or  by  accident  or  otherwise  had  become  so  liable.  (London  Hei 
Gaiette,  vol.  xvi.  pp.  554,  607 ;  London  Med.  and  Surgical  Journal,  voL  tE 
p.  112;  American  Jurist,  toL  xviii.  p.  419.) 

Fifher  v.  Beaumont,  This  was  tried  at  York,  in  July,  1835.  The  jii%» 
told  the  jury  that  the  question  was,  whether  the  individual  labored  Toim 
any  disease  likely  to  shorten  life,  when  the  policies  were  effected ;  vhethtf 
insanity  was  that  disease,  and  if  so,  whether  it  had  a  tendency  to  thoitci 
life.     There  was  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff. 

In  this  case,  the  presence  of  insanity  was  proTed,  and  all  the  medial 
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(oly  against  any  disorder  tending  to  shorten  life,  and  not 

jgainst  pernicious  habila.     Hfre,   however,  the  reference  to 

E  regular  medical  attendant  had  alao  been  omitted, 

Id  a  still  more  recent  case,  although  it  waa  shown  that  tha  . 

laured  would  have  periods  of  drinking  largo  quantities  of  al« 

r  cider,  although  poasihly  not  constantly  intemperate,  and 

iphen  it  was  shown  that  he  had  a  strong  constitution  and  died 

F  inflamniation  of  tho  lungs,  unconnected  with  drunkeruies^ 

'erdict  was  for  the  plaintiff;  but  the  defendants  subse- 

[Dently  obtained  a  rule  to  set  aside  the  verdict  as  being  I 


ItnesieR.  eicefl  one.  svore  limt  thoj  did  not  Ihink  that  It  hod  &  teodenoj    ' 
■borten  tif«. 

A  correipondeDl  of  Ihe  LondoD  Media4l  Gaielte  objeotg  to  iLir,  and  quotH    i 
bwrenqe  in  proof  that  the  brains  o(  maaiaca  show  more  or  leas  of  diaeaSK 
On  tbe  other  hand,  the  long  life  of  nunj  of  tho  ins&ne  ia  urged.     Mr.  Fsn 
h49  now  fumiBbed  us  vith  aufficient  facta  to  decide  the  quealion.     ' 
nartalilj  of  lunatics  in  England,  for  one  7ear,  was   nine  per  cent. ; 
Wnual  iQorlalilj'  of  Ihe  population,  from  fort?  to  forljr-fiTe  jnn,  was  ona    i 
Mid    a   half    per   cent.      MadacMi,    thtrifori,    incrtaiet   tht    moTlaUty   lii/oUL 
(BritUhond  For.  Med,  Beriew,  fcjl.Tii.  p,  21,) 

l)r,  Crowtlier  (ObserTalions  on  the  Maoiageraenl  of  Madhouses,  p.  100,) 
Bake*  a  altniW  iiaiemeDt, 

Watnaerijlit  t.  BUnd.  Tlie  details  of  tbis  case  I  faavo  taken  from  tb« 
isD  Morning  Herald  of  June  30,  and  Occembcr  4. 1835,  which  I  receiTod 
ingh  the  kindness  of  my  friend,  Mr.  Balmiaano,  of  QeuBTa.  See  also, 
M*d.  Oaielto,  rol  xti.  pp.  654,  GOB.  Miss  Abercrombio,  the  pet- 
Insureil,  wag  so  indigent  as  lo  petition  for  a  pension  of  £10  per  annu 
taAjtli  berlife  was  insured  to  the  amonnl.  of  £11,000.  She  died  very  si 
dialj,  in  eouequenoe,  as  was  asserted,  of  indigestion,  owing  to  a  heartj  , 
nppor,  after  walking  home  with  wet  feet  from  the  theatre.  Ko  proof  a{  ■ 
poison  wai  found.  There  w?ro  (wo  (rialsi.  In  the  first,  the  jurj  oould  not 
■(N*,  tod  in  Ibe  second,  tbeir  Tcrdict  was  for  tho  defendant,  and  rerj  jusllf, 
I  ftpprohend.     From  nne  privale  taformatian  that  I  havf  received,  I  nlertaim 

I  Itiat  tlu  dtath  ia  qauHon  tBiu  hailtaed.     The  case  ia  reportoi  J 
T;frwbitt  and  Granger's  Eiohequer  Reports,  toI.  i.  p.  417;  and  is  i 
load  in  Ihe  London  Quarterly  Review,  rul.  Ixir,  p.  16T.  American  editiol^ 
f  at  liberty  to  state  that  I  received  the  information  is  queo- 
trcai  Mr.  Balmanna,  (now  of  New  Tork.)  who,  indeed,  at  varions  tima^ 
%M  kind  enough  to  fliTor  me  with  intereating  f^eis  relating  toreoent  mcdioo-  1 
I.     The  lehole  truth  relative  (a  Wainewright  [the  plaintiff  and  th»   I 
law  of  Miss  Abercrombie)  ia  told  in  Judge  Talfourd'a  "  Find   1 
lamorials  of  CharleR  Lamb."     Hiss  A.   «>•  undoubtedJj  polaoned  wltli 
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against  evidence.    (1  Garrington  and  Manhmaa's  Bepwtt, 
286.     Southcombe  v.  Merriman.) 

Opium  eating.  Professor  Ghristison  has  directed  the  attea- 
tion  of  the  profession  to  the  effects  of  this  on  healdi  ind 
longevity.  He  was  particularly  called  to  it  by  the  fcdlomg 
case: — 

In  1826,  the  late  Earl  of  Mar  effected  several  insarueei 
on  his  life  in  various  oflSces,  and  among  these,  one  in  tk 
Edinburgh  Life  Insurance  Company  for  the  sum  of  £3000. 
This  was  held  by  a  banking-house  in  Edinburgh,  as  a  secaiitj 
for  debt.  He  died  in  September,  1828,  of  jaundice  tnd 
dropsy;  and  the  company  then  learned  that  he  had  been  for 
years  in  the  habit  of  taking  laudanum  to  excess;  and  instetd 
of  being  as  represented,  temperate  and  active,  that  he  htd 
drunk  to  excess,  and  led  a  very  sedentary  life.  They  refnaed 
to  pay,  and  a  suit  was  instituted. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  go  into  a  detail  of  the  evidence,  fur- 
ther than  to  state  that,  on  the  one  side,  the  manifest  chiDge 
in  his  health  and  spirits  in  1827  was  ascribed  munly  to  Ik 
depressed  pecuniary  situation,  which  he  then  discovered  to  be 
very  low. 

On  the  part  of  the  company,  it  was  proved  that  he  hi 
been  in  the  practice  of  taking  laudanum  for  thirty  years,  and 
in  large  quantities.  He  used  to  take  a  tablespoonful  at  i 
time,  on  going  .to  bed,  and  often  also  when  going  out  t^  walk, 
etc.  They  contended  that  this  was  a  '*  habit  tending  to 
shorten  life."  He  appears  also  to  have  been  subject  to  rhet 
matism  and  stomach  complaints,  previous  to  effecting  the 
insurance. 

The  charge  of  the  chief  commissioner  was  in  favor  of  tie 
plaintiffs,  principally,  as  it  would  seem,  on  a  technical  ground, 
implying  that  the  insurance  company  did  not  make  the  inqui- 
ries relative  to  his  health  with  the  care  usually  observed,  and 
therefore  were  to  be  understood  as  accepting  the  life  at  a  Ten- 
ture.  He  also  appears  to  have  entertained  doubts  whether 
the  habit  was  carried  to  such  an  extent,  or  at  all  events,  that 
it  was  so  important  a  circumstance  as  to  render  it  necessary 
for  Lord  Mar  to  reveal  it.    The  jury  agreed  with  him  in  Urn 
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verdict,'*'  bat  on  an  appeal  to  the  court  of  session,  it  was  set 
aside  and  a  new  trial  granted,  March  9, 1832.  The  lord  chief 
commissioner  observed,  that  'Mt  was  a  verdict  without  due 
and  BufEciently  deliberate  consideration  of  the  evidence."  The 
parties  finally  compromised  the  case.f 

Suicide.  I  have  stated  at  the  commencement  of  the  chap- 
ter that  there  are  exceptions  in  policies,  in  case  the  person 
insured  commits  suicide^  or  dies  by  Mb  own  hands.  Since 
the  publication  of  the  last  edition,  several  cases  have  arisen^ 
in  which  the  meaning  of  one  or  both  phrases  has  been  the 
subject  of  legal  decision,  and  the  result  would  seem  to  render 
it  necessary  for  insurance  companies  to  alter  the  terms  now  in 
use,  or  certainly  to  make  them  more  precise.  The  matter  will^ 
however,  be  best  understood  by  an  analysis  of  the  following 
(two  English  and  one  American)  cases : — 

In  the  case  of  Borrodaile  v.  Hunter  and  others,  tried  before 
the  English  court  of  common  pleas,  in  December,  1841,  the 
action  was  brought  to  recover  the  sum  of  <£1000,  on  a  policy 
effected  by  the  Rev.  Wm.  Borrodaile  on  his  own  life,  in  the 
London  Life  Association. 

It  was  shown  that  on  Friday,  the  16th  of  February,  1838, 
the  assured  was  seen  to  deposit  his  hat  and  cloak  in  one  of  the 
alcoves  of  Yauxhall  Bridge,  to  cross  to  the  Battersea  side,  and 
dimb  over  the  parapet,  aild  having  gradually  crept  along  to 
where  the  water  was  deepest,  threw  himself  into  the  river,  and 
was  drowned. 

It  was  also  proved  that  the  unfortunate  gentleman,  until 
within  a  short  time  of  his  death,  was  a  man  of  remarkable 
energy  and  activity,  cheerful  in  disposition,  pious,  exemplary 
in  his  dealings,  and  affable  in  manner  and  address.  Unfor- 
tanately  he  became  surety  for  a  tax  collector  named  Fostery 
who,  in  November,  1887,  made  default,  and  from  that  time 
the  assured  was  observed  to  be  an  altered  man.     He  appeared 


*  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal*  toI.  xxxtIL  p.  128.  ChrUti- 
•oa  on  Poisons,  p.  626,  second  edition.  I  shall  notice  this  subject  more  ia 
detail,  when  speaking  of  opium  as  a  poison. 

f  Forbes  k  Co.  o.  Edinburgh  Life  Assurance  Company.  (Cases  in  the 
Court  of  Session,  toI,  x.  p.  451.) 
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to  labor  under  great  depreasion^  was  aabject  to  fits  of  absence, 
lost  his  appetite^  and  apparently,  in  some  degree,  his  memorj; 
spoke  litde,  and  did  not  like  to  be  left  alone.  He  would  stay 
up  late  at  night,  instead  of  going  to  bed  about  eloTen,  as  lu 
his  usual  custom;  would  observe,  he  could  not  bear  to  go  to 
bed;  if  he  did,  he  could  not  sleep,  and  even  if  he  did  sleep,  it 
was  still  worse.  He  appeared  to  feel  bitterly  his  embtm» 
ment  through  Foster,  and  once  observed  to  that  person's  wife, 
^^  Oh,  Mrs.  Foster,  I  am  in  such  trouble,  tbat  I  know  not 
sometimes  where  I  am  going  or  what  I  am  doing.** 

He  appeared  to  have  a  presentiment  of  what  might  happen, 
and  therefore  begged  that  his  brother-in-law  would  accompany 
him  to  London,  observing  that  he  did  not  know  what  he  might 
do  if  left  alone.  He  became  remiss  in  the  exercise  of  famQj 
prayer,  in  which  he  had  been  before  most  regular,  and  latterly 
he  abstained  from  it  altogether.  He,  however,  contmoedto 
perform  his  other  duties. 

Being  vicar  of  Wandsworth,  he  performed  bis  duty  at  the 
parish  church  on  the  Sunday  preceding  his  death ;  he  read 
the  service  on  the  Wednesday  following,  and  on  the  Thurs- 
day attended  a  board  of  guardians  of  the  Clapham  Union, 
where  he  remained  from  eleven  to  four,  and  in  the  evening 
attended  a  reading  society,  of  which  he  was  a  member. 

On  the  Friday,  (16th,)  he  appeared  more  cheerful  than 
ordinary,  and  rallied  his  brother-in-law,  who  was  a  few  minutes 
behind  the  breakfast  hour,  upon  his  sluggisliness,  saying,  he 
hoped  his  early  rising  would  not  do  him  harm.  Mr.  Borro- 
daile  ordered  the  servant  to  prepare  his  clothes  for  traveling 
on  the  next  day  to  Worthing,  where  his  wife  and  children 
were  staying,  and  desired  her  (the  servant)  to  get  a  steak  for 
dinner  at  six  o'clock.  He  then  went  out,  telling  his  brother- 
in-law  he  was  going  to  the  Union,  and  thence  to  London, 
where  he  should  call  on  his  brother,  but  he  never  returned. 

The  defence  in  this  case  was,  that  the  insured  died  by  hii 
own  handy  in  contravention  of  the  stipulation  in  the  policy. 
It  was  also  contended  by  the  defendants,  first,  that  there  was 
nothing  to  show  aberration  of  intellect  on  the  part  of  the  in- 
sured ;  and  secondly,  if  there  were,  the  simple  fact  of  the  party 
dying  by  his  own  hand,  would  vitiate  the  policy. 
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E'  In  tbis  case  there  could  be  no  diapute  as  to  the  facts,  but 
question  resolved  itself  into  a  dry  point  of  law  on  the  find- 
of  the  jury,  whether  a  party  who  dies  by  his  own  band, 
DDconscious  of  right  and  wrong,  thereby  avoids  the  policy." 
No  witnesses  were  called  by  the  counsel  for  the  defendants. 

Mr.  Justice  Erskine  told  the  jury  that,  in  his  opinion,  the 
true  construction  of  the  policy  was,  that  where  the  assured  in- 
tended to  destroy  himself,  and  had  at  the  same  time  a  sufficient 
mind  to  take  his  own  life,  the  case  would  bo  brought  within 
the  condition  of  the  policy.  His  lordship  referred  to  the  vari- 
ous circumstances  of  this  extraordinary  and  important  case, 
and  concluded  by  observing:  "There  could  be  no  doubt  that 
the  assured,  throwing  himself  into  the  water,  was  his  own 
voluntary  act,  but  whether  he  had  the  will  to  destroy  himself, 
knowing  what  the  consequences  of  throwing  himself  into  the 
■water  would  be,  was  a  question  which  be  must  leave  to  them 
to  decide  upon  the  evidence." 

The  jury  found  that  Mr.  Borrodaile  threw  himself  into  the 
irator,  intending  to  destroy  himself,  adding,  that  previous  to 
that  time  there  was  no  evidence  of  insanity;  but  they  were  told 
by  the  judge  that  they  must  take  the  act  itself  into  considera- 
tion in  connection  with  Mr.  Borrodaile's  previous  conduct,  and 
then  say  whether  they  thought  at  the  time  he  was  capable  of 
knowing  right  from  wrong.  They  retired  again,  and  on  their 
return  stated  "  that  Mr.  B.  threw  himself  from  the  bridge 
with  the  intention  of  destroying  himself,  hut  that  he  was  not 
capable  of  judging  between  right  and  wrong." 

The  verdict  was  then  entered  for  the  defendant,  with  leave 
to  move  to  enter  it  for  the  plaintiff. 

On  the  30th  of  January,  1842,  Sir  Thomas  Wilde  accord- 
ingly moved  to  enter  the  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  contending 
that  the  verdict  was  in  fact  a  finding  that  Mr.  Borrodaile  was 
non  compoB  jnentis,  and  argued  that  the  condition  in  the  policy, 
by  which  it  was  provided  that  the  pohcy  should  be  void  in  the 
event  of  the  party  dying  by  his  own  hand,  must  be  construed 
to  mean  "in  the  event  of  the  party's  becoming  felo  de  Be." 
The  court  granted  a  rule  to  show  cause.  On  the  6th  of  June, 
Mr.  Sergeant  Channel  contended  tbat  the  finding  of  the  jury 
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WM|  dufc  Mr.  B.  ihnm  himMlf  firam  ihm  Mdgs^  ateilBgte 
dattroy  life,  and  knowing  tliat  thA  net  voold  deitnj  fib; 
therefore  {f  the  OMfwrtd  bg  ki§  ^wm  mgm^  jgreJaeei  iiitty 
tile /wjicy  WM  «omZ|  and  the  vefdiet  oiagfai  to  mnain  vidi  tb 
defendants.  On  the  othor  hand,  it  was  urged  that  thBh|d 
resolt  of  tlie  verdict  excluded  intention  in  any  aeme  iKk 
could  make  the  policy  Toid,  and  that  it  waa  oqniralent  tia 
▼erdict  of  wm  ewmfo%  meiitit. 

The  jndgea  took  the  case  nnder  oonaideBrmtioiiy  and  ia  Mq^ 
1848,  decided  that  the  role  ehoidd  be  diaduurged,  and  thBf«» 
diet  remain  with  the  phintiC  Judgiw  Manle,  Brakbie^  lai 
Odtman  were  of  this  opinion,  while  Chief  Jnatioe  Tindal  nl 
sented.* 

Sekwabe^  admmi$tratrix^  y.  Q^ft. 

This  case  was  tried  at  Liverpool  in  Angoat,  1845,  bebn 
Jostice  GreewelL  The  plaintiff  claimed  JS900,  the  amoimft  to 
which  Louis  Schwabe's  life  had  been  insured  in  iheAigv 
Office.  At  his  death,  the  office  refused  to  pay,  on  the  groul 
now  pleaded,  yii.,  that  the  party  insured  had  terminated  ka 
own  life  by  suicide. 

The  facts  were  the  following:  The  deceased,  whoee  rea- 
dence  was  at  Plimpton  GroTC,  Mancheater,  was  a  native  of 
Germany,  and  a  silk  manufacturer,  carrying  on  his  businoi) 
which  was  in  a  large  way,  at  some  distance  from  his  dweUing' 
house.  He  was  a  man  who  paid  much  attention  to  his  baa* 
nees,  and  had  greatly  exerted  his  mind,  which  was  of  an  ins- 
ginative  turn,  in  the  invention  of  new  patterns.'  There  had 
been  five  policies  effected  on  his  life,  but  so  long  ago  as  1836. 
In  1843  he  was  observed  to  be  Tery  much  excited,  and  ddi 
being  noticed  by  his  medical  attendant,  that  gentleman  re- 
monstrated with  him  on  his  too  close  application  to  businoi, 
and  urged  his  going  to  the  sea-coast  for  relaxation ;  he  went, 
and  was  partially  benefited.    But  at  one  period  of  184S  it 

*  The  Jurist,  toL  x!.  p.  281 ;  Appendix  to  the  TreatiM  on  Asnvitii^ 
Library  Useftd  Knowledge.  The  leading  point  ia  thoa  aiated  in  8eott*t  NfV 
Reports,  toI.  t.  p.  410.  After  qaoting  the  rerdict  of  the  Jarj,  aa  gina 
aboTe:  "Held  (Dissentiente,  Tindal,  C.  J.,)  thai  npon  this  tnding,  Ihi 
detedant  waa  entitled  to  tha  Terdlot»  the  prorlso  ambraoing  mli  eaan  rf 
iBlantionai  aelf-deatmction." 
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was  deemed  necessary  to  place  him  under  some  personal  re- 
straint, and  a  man  was  placed  in  his  house  lo  take  care  of  him. 
He  was  a  very  kind  and  attentive  person  to  his  Family,  and  OD 
one  occasion,  during  the  illness  of  his  daughter,  had  watched 
himself  over  her  night  and  day,  exhibiting,  as  stated  by  Mr. 
Kansom,  his  medical  attendant,  extraordinary  coolness,  appa- 
rently from  the  effort  which  he  made  for  the  sake  of  his  child. 
On  Tuesday,  the  7th  of  January  last,  being  at  his  place  of 
business  in  Manchester,  he  spoke  with  Mr.  Chapel  about  re- 
moving some  acida,  which  were  employed  in  the  manufacture 
there  carried  on.  The  next  day  the  witnesa  observed  him 
looking  at  some  of  the  acids  in  a  manner  which  attracted  his 
attention.  On  the  Friday  following,  the  10th,  Mr.  Schwabe 
csmo  to  Mr.  Chapel  and  asked  for  some  sulphuric  acid,  of 
which  about  half  a  wiueglasiiful  was  given  to  him.  This  was 
put  in  a  phiai,  which  the  deceased  pat  in  his  pocket.  At  this 
time  Mr.  Chapel  remarked  something  peculiar  in  his  look. 
He  aeeiued  wild.  But  the  witness  did  not  apprehend  his  in- 
tention, as  he  was  in  the  habit  of  making  experiments,  though 
be  was  not  considered  to  be  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
use  of  these  preparations.  It  would  seem  that  he  must  have 
taken  the  phial  into  a  room  at  the  works  shortly  after  having 
received  the  contents,  and  there  swallowed  the  acid,  the  empty 
bottle  being  discovered,  with  a  cork,  some  stains  on  the  floor, 
and  a  portion  of  the  acid,  apparently  vomited  up  after  being 
drunk  off. 

The  cabman  proved  that  he  was  beckoned  to  by  the  de- 
ceased in  Oxford  street,  took  deceased  up,  and  observed  that 
he  held  a  handkercliief  to  his  mouth.  On  arriving  at  his  resi- 
dence, whither  he  desired  to  be  conveyed,  he  said  something 
to  Mrs,  Schwabe,  in  which  he  was  understood  to  say  that  he 
had  taken  poison ;  and  on  Mr.  Ransom  being  called  in,  though 
deceased  was  unable  to  articulate,  be  gave  that  gentleman  to 
understand  that  he  bad  taken  sulphuric  acid.  Mr.  Ransom 
enomerated  other  acids,  appealing  to  him  as  a  man  of  honor, 
toeay  if  ho  had  swallowed  any  of  the  acMs  mentioned.  He 
Bhook  his  head  several  times,  but  finally,  when  asked  if  it  wafl 
snlphuric  acid,  ho  nodded  hia  head  as  if  to  say  "yes."  He 
lingered  until  the  next  morning,  and  then  died. 
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The  case  of  Borrodafle  v.  Hunter  was  animadTerted  upon 
by  counsel  on  both  sides.  In  that^  however,  it  appean  tbk 
the  policy  contained  an  exception^  '^  if  he  should  die  by  Ui 
own  hands."  Here  the  exception  was,  *^%f  he  should  eommH 
$uicide.''  The  solicitor-general,  Sir  Fitzroy  Kelly,  for  die 
defendants,  asked  what  was  the  meaning  of  a  man  '^ochdih^ 
ting  suicide?"  If  a  man  was  in  such  a  state  of  consdoiiaiai 
that  he  knew  that  death  would  be  the  consequence  of  his  ad^ 
that  was  enough.  He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  it  would  be 
sufficient,  if  the  poison  acted  by  mere  accident,  as  if  he  were 
to  shoot  himself  unintentionally.  But  if  they  were  to  hear  of 
a  man  having  voluntarily  shot  himself,  or  taking  poison,  how 
would  they  describe  it,  but  by  saying  that  he  had  committed 
'^  suicide  ?"  Here  the  deceased  took  sulphuric  acid,  and  died 
in  a  few  hours  after  in  consequence.  It  was,  then,  the  plam 
natural  meaning  of  the  words,  according  to  plain  natural  in- 
terpretation, to  call  this  a  case  of  '^suicide,"  and  there mut 
have  been  something  else  in  the  language  of  the  policy  to  show 
that  the  words  in  question  should  be  accepted  in  any  different 
sense.  Were  it  not  so,  it  must  happen,  by-and-by,  that  no 
similar  clause  of  exception  in  a  policy  could  be  effective,  ftf 
it  might  be  argued  that,  as  no  man  destroying  his  life  can  be 
in  his  right  mind,  no  such  case  of  destruction  can  be  one  of 
suicide. 

Mr.  Knowles,  for  the  plaintiff,  urged  that  there  was  no 
doubt  of  the  deceased  being  of  unsound  mind,  when  he  swal- 
lowed the  poison ;  he  was  morally  and  legally  irresponsible. 
Not  that  the  deceased  did  not  precipitate  his  own  destmction, 
but  that  being  in  the  state  of  mind,  which  had  been  clearij 
proved  already,  he  was  incapable  of  committing  an  act  of 
crime;  and  the  counsel  contended  further,  that  the  term 
"commit**  did  of  itself  alone  imply  the  doing  of  something 
criminally. 

His  lordship,  after  recapitulating  the  facts,  as  stated  in  the 
evidence,  told  the  jury  that  it  was  alleged  on  the  part  of  the 
defendant,  that  the  policy  was  void,  because  the  deceased  had 
"committed  suicide/'  To  make  that  out,  they  must  find, 
first,  that  Mr.  Schwabe  died  by  his  own  voluntary  act ;  and 
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secondly,  that  at  the  timo  he  did  tKe  act,  he  could  tell  right 
from  wrong,  so  as  to  be  a  responsible  moral  agent,  and  to  be 
capable  of  appreciating  the  quality  of  his  action.  His  lord- 
ship observed,  that  he  stated  this  distinctly,  anticipating  that 
hia  judgment  might  be  disputed.  If,  in  this  case,  the  language 
had  been  "dying  by  his  own  hands,"  the  decision,  no  doubt, 
■would  hare  been  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff.  These  words  were 
of  different  meaning  from  those  here  discussed.  The  lord 
chief  justice  had  said,  in  BorrodaUe  v.  Hunter,  that  "suicide" 
must  mean  n  "felonious  suicide."  His  own  opinion  was,  that 
the  party  must  have  been  a  moral  agent,  (or,  aa  he  subse- 
quently stated,  in  a  State  of  mind  capable  of  distinguishing 
hetween  right  and  wrong,)  in  order  to  make  the  policy  void. 

The  jury  almost  immediately  returned  a  verdict  for  the 
plaintiff,  for  the  full  amount  claimed. 

This  case  was  carried  up  by  a  writ  of  error,  and  after  a  full 
argument,  the  judges  (Chief  Baron  Pollock  and  Justice  Wight- 
man  dissenting)  held  that  the  direction  of  the  judge  was  erro- 
neous, for  that  ihe  terms  of  the  condition  included  all  acta  of 
voluntary  self-destruction,  and  therefore  that  if  A.  voluntarily 
killed  himself,  it  was  immaterial  whether  he  was  or  was  not  at 
the  time  a  responsible  moral  agent.* 

Breasted  and  others,  adminietrators,  v.  The  Farmers  Loan 
and  Trust  Company.  The  declaration  was  on  a  policy  of  in- 
surance upon  the  life  of  Hiram  Comfort,  the  plaintiff's  intes- 
tate. The  policy  contained  a  clause,  providing  that  in  case 
the  assured  should  dio  upon  the  seas,  etc.,  or  hy  his  own  hand, 
or  in  consequence  of  a  duel,  or  by  the  hands  of  justice,  etc., 
the  policy  should  be  void.  The  defendants  pleaded  that  Com- 
fort committed  suicide  by  drowning  himself  in  the  Hndaon 
River.  Replication,  that  when  the  assured  drowned  himself, 
he  was  of  unsound  mind,  and  wholly  unconscious  of  the  act. 
Demurrer  and  joinder,  W.  C.  Noyea  for  the  defendants,  and 
T.  Sherwood  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Chief  Justice  Nelson  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court ; 
"The  question  arising  upon  the  demurrer  is,  whether  Com- 
fort's self-destruction,  in  a  fit  of  insanity,  can  be  deemed  a 

*  Common  Bench  Reporli,  toI.  iil.  p.  4S7. 
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death  by  kit  own  hand,  within 
am  of  opinion  that  it  cannot. 
I  have  examined  many  precedt 
different  insurance  companies, 
the  words  in  the  policy  in  quef 
Provisoes  declaring  the  policy 
commit  suinide,  or  die  by  kit  ( 
nstely  by  different  insurance  co 
idea,  and  so  they  are  evidently 
this  branch  of  the  law. 

"  The  connection  in  which 
would  seem  to  indicate  that  tl 
criminal  act  of  self-destruction 
tion  with  the  provision  rektinj 
of  the  insured  in  a  duel,  or  1 
This  association  may  well  chai 
the  somewhat  indefinite  and  e 
Speaking  legally,  abo,  [and  tb 
this  test,)  self-destruction  by  t 
son,  can  with  no  more  proprie 
oren  hand,  than  to  the  deadly 
used  for  the  purpose.  The  dr 
kit  act,  in  the  sense  of  the  lav 
by  irresistible  phyiiical  power ; 
for  exempting  the  company  fro 
than  if  his  death  had  been  oc 
Btniing  these  words,  therefore, 
I  apprehend,  universally  reoei 
offices,  there  can  be  no  doubt  t 
life  was  not  within  the  saving 
involves  the  deliberate  termini 
the  possession  and  enjoyment 
slaughter  by  an  insane  man  oi 
cide  within  the  meaning  of  the 
that  the  plaintiffs  are  entitled 
Ordered  accordingly.*  This 
of  appeals,  wbioh,  in  1853,  afi 

•  HUl'B  Hew  York 
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below  for  the  plaintiff,  thereby  establishing  the  law  as  laid 
down  by  Justice  Nelson.  (4  Selden,  299.) 

Having  collected,  I  believe,  most  of  the  English  cases  on 
this  subject,'*'  I  will  conclude  with  the  narrative  of  one  that 
occurred  in  France.  It  relates  to  Annuities^  and  is  modified 
by  the  peculiar  provisions  of  the  French  code. 

Article  1974  of  the  Civil  Code  enacts  that  "a  contract  for 
an  annuity  on  the  life  of  a  person  dead  the  same  day  on  which 
the  contract  is  signed,  is  void." 

Article  1975  extends  the  same  provision  to  the  case  of  a 
person  affected  with  a  diseasej  of  which  he  dies  within  twenty 
days  after  the  passing  of  the  contract.  It  is  to  this  last  that 
the  case  is  particularly  referable. 

The  Sieur  Fried,  residing  at  Strasburg,  and  aged  upwards 
of  sixty,  sold  on  the  11th  of  March,  1809,  a  large  sum  in  the 
fluids,  for  the  purchase  of  an  annuity  on  his  own  life.  He 
was,  at  the  time  of  the  bargain,  and  had  been  for  ten  years, 
afflicted  with  hemiplegia,  in  consequence  of  an  apoplectic 
seizure,  and  he  died  on  the  second  day  after  signing  the  con- 
tract, of  an  attack  of  apoplexy,  excited  by  an  altercation. 
The  question  was,  whether  M.  Fried,  on  the  day  when  he 
signed  the  papers,  was  or  was  not  already  under  the  influence 
of  the  disease  to  which  he  fell  a  victim  thirty  hours  afterwards? 
or,  in  other  words,  whether  the  ten  years'  hemiplegia  and  the 
apoplexy  did  not  constitute  one  and  the  same  disease? 

The  following  is  an  abstract  of  the  testimony  presented : 
A  hair-dresser  deposed  that  he  had  dressed  M.  Fried  for  up- 
wards  of  two  years,  who,  during  that  time,  had  been  repeatedly 
seized  with  apoplectic  attacks ;  that  Fried  had  for  a  long  time 
been  paralytic  of  the  right  side,  and  was  obliged  to  write  with 
his  left  hand.  The  day  after  the  new-year,  the  deceased  suf- 
fered a  severe  attack  of  apoplexy,  and  this  recurred  several 
times  till  his  death.  His  strength  gradually  failed,  so  that  he 
was  unable  to  go  out  and  pay  his  usual  visits. 


*  Two  other  cases  of  some  interest,  connected  with  this  subject,  will  be 
more  appropriately  noticed  in  sabsequent  chapters — one  relating  to  the 
point,  whether  a  drowning  was  accidental  or  suicidal;  and  the  other, 
whether  apoplexy  or  taking  opium  had  been  the  cause  of  death. 
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Dr.  Schweighauaer  stated  t 
and  that  the  paralysis  arose  f) 
did  not,  however,  attend  htm  j 
when  he  was  called  in  consc' 
He  treated  him  during  ten  or 
as  he  was  before  his  illness. 
called  on  the  same  account. 
attributed  both  to  slight  indii 
found,  on  being  summoned,  tl 
Btertorous  breathing  was  pre 
On  inquiry,  he  ascertained  t 
seiiure  to  have  been  a  violent 

Some  of  M.  Fried's  servant 
paired,  particularly  since  Jani 
with  difficulty;  that  his  heai 
attacks  of  apoplexy  were  ver; 
two  days. 

On  the  other  hand,  Lacoml 
March  he  had  a  conTcrsatiou 
tract  which  he  was  about  mal 
thereon;  that  his  mind  appei 
but  walked  about  and  sat  don 
witnesBes  agreed  that  his  Intel 

The  case  was,  by  order  of  tli 
nation  of  the  professor  of  the 
and  Montpelicr,  and  also  to  f 
at  Paris.     As  is  usual,  they  d 

The  Strasbnrg  physicians  ■ 
affected  with  the  disease  of  wi 
ture.     Their  arguments  may  ' 

Apoplexy,  independent  of 
the  attack,  has  certain  precu 
comitant  and  subsequent  ones, 
affected  senses,  weakness  of  m 
able  to  the  same  cause.  A[ 
form  of  the  disease,  and  pa 
slightest  excitement,  as  passi( 
suddenly  become  acute.     Thi 
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degree  of  intensity,  and  hemiplegia  always  terminates  in  a  fit  ^^^^H 
of  apoplexy.  It  is  also  asserted  as  a  sound  maxim,  that  a  dia-  ^^^^H 
ease  is  not  removed  until  the  symptoms  characterizing  it  have  ^^^^™ 
disappeared;  and  the  professors  apply  it  to  the  present  esse, 
by  obscrviug  that  hemiplegia  is  one  of  the  principal  elements 
of  apoplexy. 

The  professors  at  Montpelier,  in  their  consultation,  totally 
reject  the  idea  of  apoplexy  and  palsy  being  the  acute  and 
clironic  forms  of  the  same  disease.  Paralysis  is  a  consecutive 
and  permanent  state;  apoplexy  a  primitive  and  temporary 
one.  As  to  paralysis  being  an  element  of  apoplexy,  this  would 
be  to  suppose  that  there  could  be  no  apoplexy  without  paraly- 
sis, when  the  contrary  is  undoubtedly  true.  And  again,  para- 
lysis arises  from  many  other  causes  besides  apoplexy. 

In  this  case,  it  is  granted  that  there  was  a  predisposition  to 
apoplexy,  induced  by  the  paralysis,  but  predisposition  to  a  dis- 
eoae  does  not  carry  with  it  the  idea  of  its  actual  presence; 
many  causes  may  annihilate  the  predisposition;  and  even  if 
present,  a  foreign  cause,  aa  in  this  instance,  may  be  necessary 
to  excite  the  complaint. 

Marc,  Chausaior,  Desgenettea,  and  Renaulden  constituted 
the  Parisian  hoard  of  reference.  They  agree  in  opinion  with 
thos3  of  Montpelier. 

They  observe  that  palsy  consists  in  a  lesion  of  the  nerves  of 
motion  and  sensation ;  apoplexy,  in  a  suspension  or  abolition 
«f  sense.  Hence  different  organs  are  necessarily  affected  in 
each.  There  is  no  such  disease  a.6  chronic  apoplexy,  since 
death  must  follow  a  prolonged  attack,  but  paralysis  may  occur 
in  three  ways,  independent  of  apoplexy,  as  from  compression, 
section  of  nerves,  etc.;  as  an  acant'Courler  of  apoplexy;  and 
lastly  and  most  commonly,  as  a  consequence  of  it. 

Was  it  the  latter  in  this  case,  and  if  so,  the  consequence  of 
a  disease  the  disease  itself?  The  remark,  that  the  symptoms 
mnst  be  removed  before  the  complaint  can  be  conaidered  as 
cnred,  does  not  apply  here.  He  bad  no  symptoms  of  apo- 
plexy, and  the  different  attacks  of  it,  so  far  from  proving  a 
continuity  of  the  same  disease,  directly  indicate  the  contrary. 
Every  seizure  is  an  independent  affection,  arising  from  a  par- 
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ttcuUr  organic  derangement,  ai 
in  order  lo  produce  a  second, 
called  chronic  apoplexy? 

The  mind  of  the  deceased,  I 
mouy,  appears  to  hare  been  b( 
it,  rather  epeak  of  loss  of  men 
functions  being  impaired. 

The  profeesore  conclude  by  | 
Fried  was  of  sound  mind  when 
that  he  was  prediapoted  to  ape 
third,  that  t)tc  fatal  disease  dit 
but  was  excited  by  an  occasioi 
disposition. 

From  grave  consultations  f 
mitted  to  the  legal  tribunals 
was  transferred  to  the  medical 
Marc  were  the  principal  coml 
mark  of  the  former  is.  that  t 
curative  treatment,  while  the  ( 
ventivc.  Hence,  in  applying 
considers  parttlysis  as  an  epipl 
torn)  of  apoplexy.  The  lattei 
romuin.* 

In  an  examination,  made  sg 
felt  strongly  inclined  in  favor 
physicians.!  The  subsequent 
however,  some  additional  p» 
weight-t  One  of  the  strongi 
is,  that  the  opposite  construct 
like  Fried  totally  incapable  of 
last  ten  years  of  his  life.  Tht 
prevent  an  advantage  being  to 
what  are  by  common  consent 

■  All  the  pftpetB.  opiniotiB,  and  di» 

iMIod  koi  published  by  Dr.  Kislelh 

■ntitled  "  Rapports  et  ConaullBliODg  ( 

t  New  York  Medical  aad  Phjaind 

{  Camaientalre  Medico-legal  aur  I'A 

in  AnnaUs  d'Hjgi*nc,  (1830,)  toI.  iii 
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lid  not  have  been  restricted  to  twenty  days.     The  disease 

luld  be  continuous,  and  it  is  not  oorrect  to  apply  this  enact- 
ment to  a  case'where  there  is  an  intermission  of  disease,  with 
supervening  attacks. 

It  had  been  endeavored,  in  the  course  of  the  controversy, 
to  aaaimilate  this  case  to  one  of  haemoptysis,  the  first  attack 
occurring,  for  example,  on  the  day  of  signing.  This  13  re- 
moved, and  the  patient  has  no  return  of  it,  but  apparently  ia 
well.  On  the  nineteenth  day,  however,  he  has  another,  and 
dies.  Does  this  invalidate  the  contract?  Orfila  said  not.* 
Marc,  however,  is  willing  to  qualify  this.  If  the  heniorrliage 
arises  from  an  occasional  cause,  and  a  full  and  perfect  inter- 
mission has  occurred,  he  will  agree  to  the  above  opinion;  but 
if  it  be  shown  to  originate  in  a  tuberculous  state  of  the  lungs, 
thus  prove  to  be  the  symptoms  of  an  essential  affection, 
oontract  is  void.  If  it  be  replied  that  the  analogy  is  close 
'•btttween  this  and  Fried's  case,  since  both  paralysis  and  apo- 
plexy arise  from  lesions  of  the  brain,  the  objection  is  met  by 
denying  that  the  same  pathological  state  occurs  in  each,  and 
also  by  the  fact  that  the  attacks  of  apoplexy  had  preceded 
the  time  of  signing  of  contract.  The  article  in  question 
requires  that  the  individual  should  labor  under  the  particular 
disease  at  this  very  period. 

It  is  evident,  however,  that  Professor  Marc  has  some  scru- 
ples, lie  suggests  the  necessity  of  dissection  in  these  instances, 
and  intimates  that  an  alteration  of  the  article  might  perhaps 
be  proper,  so  as  to  enact  that  a  contract  shall  be  void  if 
aigned  by  a  person  laboring  under  a  disease  actually  the  same 
{qui  a  ^t4  indiuiduellement  la  mime)  as  that  of  which  he  dies 
within  twenty  days. 

In  concluding  the  notice  of  this  subject,  the  importance  of 
which  must  be  my  apology  for  prolixity,  I  cannot  avoid  ex- 
pressbg  a  wish  that  the  custom  of  obtaining  life  inHurances 
and  annuities  may  become  more  prevalent  with  us.  This  is 
not  the  place  to  insist  on  their  importance  to  the  happiness  of 
individuals.    I  will  only  say,  that  experience  has  fully  demon- 
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strated  tbeir  value  in  other 
nature  ahall  be  generally  esta 
■will  be  called  upon  to  act  in 
tbem  recollect  that  their  opin 
intelligent  and  acute  bodiea 
reputation  may  be  exalted  o 
perfonn  their  duty.     Above 
of  the  above  cases,  be  Buhm 
The  concealment  of  material 
prove  a  source  of  unceasing  i 

*  Medieo-CUrurgiMl 

CHAPTER     XIII. 


MENTAL  ALIENATION. 


J,  McDlil  alienstioD.  Two  Tkrieties  from  defective  cerebral  development — 
Idlocj — iiobeaililj — inBaDitj  proper.  Mania,  ita  invasioa— lis  TBrieties. 
.  HeUncbolia.  Pbjeical  BjmpiomB — its  -varieties.  MonomADia.  Caie  of 
Bprapia,  Dementia.  Morol  iOBanily.  2.  Of  feigned  and  conoealed  in- 
wni(;,  Rule*  for  tbeir  detection.  Instances  of  both.  CiinDuig  of  tha 
iniaDO  in  eluding  dcleclion.  8.  Legal  dcGnition  of  a  itale  of  mental 
ftlienatioa,  and  the  ndjudioalions  under  it.  Common  Inn  of  Englaod  as  id 
Idiots  and  to  lunallcs  in  civil  cnBeu.  lolroduction  of  (be  (erni  uniounrf- 
Dui  of  miW— Iho  meaning  of  it  according;  to  Lord  Etdon  and  oth«ra — 
DBed  in  our  oirn  itatutes — attempt  to  pre  a  strict  definitioD  of  it.  Cates 
— Mr.  Darios — Miss  I)ag«ter,  English  law  as  to  criminal  casea — French 
taw — Uw  of  the  State  of  New  York.  MethoJ  of  proving  a  person  % 
lunatic — method  of  proving  hia  recovery.  Distinotiona  made  in  the  law 
between  oivil  and  criminal  case*.  Lucid  interval — ancient  meanlDg  of 
thii  tarm— preaoDt  definition  of  it  by  lawyera  and  pbjei  clan  unreal  rielioa 
of  ita  meaning  in  criminal  cases.  EeaponBibility  of  the  insane  in  cri- 
iidaal  cases — abilit;  to  judge  between  right  and  wrong — what  this  msauB, 
uid  bow  it  ahould  be  conaidered.  Cases  showing  the  oonBirucIion  put  on 
It.  Scotch  Uw  on  this.  Oreal  iliiBoully  in  d iac rim ina ting  between  omoo 
aad  partial  insaoitj — whether  those  who  are  proved  to  have  been  pre- 
lionalj  insane,  should  be  exempted  from  responsibilitj — arguments  in 
favor  of  this.  CasoB — Dean — llowiaon — Pspavoine,  Moral  inaanitj. 
Cftses  illustrating  its  nature,  Characlere  diatinguiahing  it  ft'om  crime — 
dasger  of  extending  it  loo  far.  4.  Inferior  degrees  of  diaeaeed  miad — 
delirium  of  fever^-hypoohondriaais — hallucination — epilepsy — aoatalgia. 
Intozioation — its  presence  does  not  excuse  from  the  guilt  of  crimes — « 
frequent  cause  of  ins&nity.  Delirium  tremens,  «a  insane  alale  of  mind— 
lis  pretence  should  relieve  from  re^poniibilliy — cbaraclcrs  of  this  diaeaM 
■ — ita  temporary  nature — oases.  Old  age,  G.  Of  the  state  of  mind  neM>- 
MVX  to  oonstifute  a  valid  will — legal  requisites — nuncupative  wills — willl 
dieposing  of  personal  property — teataments.  Pcraons  who  cannot  maka 
valid  wills.  DisBues  which  Incapticitate.  Law  caEcs  in  wbicb  various 
■UlM  of  mind  have  been  urged  sgsinBt  the  validity  of  wilts.  G.  Of  the 
t  and  dumb — their  capacity  and  the  inorality  of  their  actloDs— are  Ici 
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be  Judged  or  according  Id  their 
dnmli.  and  blind  is  deemed  m  id! 
deaf  uid  dumb  perian  m&j  be  ■ 
m*;  be  tried  for  crimat. 


P8RFAT08T  NoTB.— [Dr.  Bcck,  i 
preBsed  his  intention  of  Itereafter  a 
»  ricw  of  preparing,  in  conjnoction ' 
aepareite  Tolnme  on  mealal  discasi 
last  edition.)  Dr.Becklamente  thcdt 
prophetically  to  the  gathering  dark) 
own  labors.  In  preparing  the  pre» 
Dr.  Beck,  feeling  that  the  author  < 
AlieoAlion  as  commengnnite  with  t] 
the  present  slate  of  psychological 
plated  omitliog  it  allogelhcr.  A  6 
bell]  \ij  Dr.  Beck  on  certain  poind 
inaanitT  induced  ibe  course  adoptei 
proper  that  the  portion  of  the  chap 
mental  diseoaea  should  more  nearly 
ledge.  With  such  purpose  the  ai 
matter  as  eeemed  to  liim  adapted  t 

Even  if  adequate  to  the  obJecU  i 
most  still  be  uecesBBrilv  incomplete 
aoce.  both  to  the  jurist  and  pbjeic 
the  recent  work  of  Dra.  Bucknill 
Uedicine,"  London,  le5B,  ii  recomi 
toriooa  combination  of  the  labors  o 
as  one  worth;  of  acceptation  as  a 
which  it  treat*.— D.  T.  B.] 

I  HAVE  choaen  the  term  m 
it  is  more  comprehensivo  thai 
not  the  words  unsoundness  oj 
day  ID  a  tccbnical  sense,  thf 
for  the  object  in  view,  wliiol: 
all  those  diseased  states  of 
the  investigation  of  the  med 
has  other  and  more  positive  < 
the  author  gives  to  it.  By  iti 
the  great  fact  of  change  in  tl 
was,  and  we  are  taught,  if  W- 
liis  present  conditioo,  to  comp 
irith  other  men,  still  leaa  with 
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bat  with  himself  at  some  former  period  of  tindonbted  sanity. 
— C.  R.  G.] 

[Id  examining  the  subject  of  insaDity,  I  propose  to  confine 
lyself  to  those  points  which  are  particularly  noticed  in  civil 

id  criminal  cases,  as  it  would  neither  comport  with  the  limits 
ef  the  work,  nor  the  objects  for  which  it  is  prepared,  to  extend 
the  research  over  that  broad  field  which  is  usually  occupied  by 
the  medical  pathologist.  And  wc  shall  find  that  the  symp- 
toms are  the  important  subject  of  inquiry,  since  a  decision  is 
usually  founded  on  the  estimate  farmed  of  them. 

Mental  alienation,  in  its  ordioary  acceptation,  embraces 
a  wide  range  of  afi'ectiona  depending  upon  two  very  different 
canditiona  of  the  brain.  In  the  first  of  these  the  organism  of 
the  brain  has  never  reached  its  orJbary  healthy  development. 
the  second,  disease  has  invaded  an  organ  which  bad  pr«>- 
[ionsly  attained  its  normal  growth  and  average  powers.     The 

itinotJon  thus  drawn  is  one  established  by  nature,  and  there- 
fore constitutes  a  reasonable  basis  for  tho  following  classifies 
tion,  which  has  been  adopted  by  most  recent  writers  on  in- 
ewiity: — 

First.  Those  states  of  mental  infirmity  depending  upon 
congenital  defect  of  the  brain,  or  on  the  imperfect  develop- 
it  of  its  faculties  during  infancy,  viz..  Idiocy  and  Imbs- 


Lfiecondly.  All  those  forms  of  mental  derangement  whiob 
from  disease  of  the  brain  Bubseqnent  to  its  full  d^ 
ftlopment,  and  which  may  he  said  to  constitute  insanitj 
kroper.  This  class  comprises  those  conditions  of  perverted 
ttind  commonly  recognized  by  tho  terms  Mania,  Melancholia, 
Monomania,  and  Dementia. 

This  arrangement  appears  to  meet  all  the  refjuirementB  of  % 
vork  of  this  character,  and  is  free  from  the  objections  whiob 
attach  to  many  ingenious  nosologies  of  modern  constructic^ 
However  valuable  these  last  may  be  in  a  comprehensive  tres 
tifle  on  mental  diseases,  they  are  neither  likely  to  meet  comr- 
moa  acceptance  nor  to  remove  that  confusion  of  ideas  on  the 
^neral  subject  which  still  pervades  jury-boxes  the  world  over. 
Iforeovcr,  the  terms  embraced  in  this  arrangement  have,  by 
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loDg  usage,  become  nasociatet 
tain  groups  of  Bymptoms,  whi 
nent  fentiirea  of  the  Tarlons  f 


I.  Mental  Alienation  from 
1.  Idiocy; 

1.  Idiocy  coneistB  in  a  del 
varions  in  degree  in  different 
or  tLe  result  of  arrested  develc 

It  has  been  thought  that  a 
forms  the  essential  character! 
and  humane  men,  who  bare 
and  education  of  idiots,  regai 
upon  the  observation  of  negle 
the  impression  that  little  coi 
condition.  Dr.  Wilbur,  Bup' 
State  Asylum  for  Idiots,  at 
that  the  germs  of  nil  human  1 
idiot,  as  in  the  mind  of  a  you 
the  reflective  faculties,  or  pon 
tive.  Thus  in  the  infant  of 
of  what  Dr.  Seguin  would  ca 
vidual  who  knows  nothing,  i 
DOthing,  'they  are  alike  apj 
case,  under  favorable  edncati( 
the  highest  exercise  of  the  re 
we  may  only  hope  to  educe 
faculties,  and  in  relation,  for 
ters."  Holding  such  views 
rience,  Dr.  Wilbur  adds:  "1 1 
could  develop,  in  a  large  majo 
my  charge,  a  capacity  for  usi 
less  degree;  and  this  invot' 
amount  of  reason  and  judgm* 
of  evcry-day  life." 

The  skull  in  idiots  b  usuiill 
tnd  presents  more  or  less  def 
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Bions  and  eymmetry  of  tbe  head  may  coexist  with  undoubted 
idiocy.*  Even  in  ttese  cases,  howeyer,  the  countenance  re- 
!&la  the  Bterility  of  the  brain  within.  The  whole  body  ib 
■n  diminutive,  deformed,  or  scrofulous,  the  muscles  feeble 
id  tremuIouB.  the  senses  defective  or  altogether  wanting,  and 
the  power  of  voluntary  motion  may  be  bo  slight  that  food 
must  be  placed  on  the  base  of  the  tongae  before  it  is  swal- 
lowed. 

In  other  cases  a  vigorous  physical  constitution  may  be 
united  with  a  corresponding  vitality  of  animal  spirits,  exhibit 
ing  itself  in  unwearying  activity  of  the  scanty  intelligence,  a 
pertinacious  curiosity,  and  corporal  agility  which  rival  the 
instinctive  habits  of  animals. 

In  the  higher  forms  of  idiocy,  the  individual  manifests  a 
gnry  moderate  share  of  intelligence,  exhibits  some  of  the 
^oral  sentiments,  as  benevolence,  self-esteem,  and  love  of 
Approbation,  and  may  engage  in  certain  useful  employments, 
uid  all  this  without  special  education.  In  those  humane  insti- 
tntions  which  honor  our  own  and  other  Christian  countries — 
the  asylums  for  idiots — may  he  seen  numbers  of  idiotic  and 
imbecile  children  engaged  in  work  requiring  considerable  me- 
chanical skill,  and  reciting  in  a  peculiar  but  intelligible  man- 
jter  lessons  demanding  the  exercise  of  attention  and  memory, 
.t  the  command  of  their  teachers  they  point  out  upon  maps 
le  position  of  countries,  rivers,  and  places  readily  and  cor> 
nctly,  and  form  combinations  of  figures  with  an  accuracy 
which  astonishes  the  observer.  But  even  in  this  stage  of  edif- 
eation  the  blight  of  defective  development  remains,  and  stamp!  1 
the  oonntenance  and  character  with  its  unmistakable  seal. 

Cretinism,  which  resembles  idiocy  in  its  mental  symptoml^  I 
ia  mainly  confined  to  certain  districts  of  Switzerland,  France^  I 
and  Italy,  whore  it  is  endemic.  It  usually  appears  at  a  later  ] 
period  after  birth  than  idiocy,  and  is  more  curable.  Its  suV  I 
jecte  present  remarkable  contrasts  of  physical  development^-^ 
the  head,  abdomen,  and  feet  being  large,  while  the  chest  and 
legs  are  small  and  weak. 


>  Parcbappe,  Dctbommo,  Gallioe,  and  DeemftUa 
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2.  Imbecilitt.  Imbecility 
mental  deficiency  less  degr&dei 
panied  by  the  physical  malf 
mark  the  latter,  and  tnanifesti 
and  during  early  childhood, 
npon  digeases  or  injuries  ini 
majority  of  instancea  is  simpl 
mind,  wLleli  is  slowly  appr< 
child,  and  finaUy  acknowledg 
alternate  hope  and  disappoin 
dored  by  writers  as  depending 
of  the  brain  during  childhooi 
defect  of  that  organ.  Its  vai 
its  subjects,  and  the  classificat 
certain  learned  auttiors,  tboagi 
interest,  have  aa  yet  received 
either  of  law  or  medicine. 

Imbeciles,  unlike  idiots,  an 
public  resort,  comporting  the 
remark  by  no  peculiarity  of 
passing  among  the  multitude 
tend  churches  and  join  in  pub! 
amusement  and  evince  ratiom 
they  even  mix  with  society  wil 
provoking  curiosity.  They  m 
correct  taste,  proper  ideas  of 
economy  in  their  disbursement 
may  be  very  limited  and  thci) 
feeble.  They  may  remembei 
met,  and  the  incidents  whicl 
They  praise  the  eloquence  o 
talent  of  the  actor;  but  of  th 
play  they  can  impart  no  idea, 
observations  on  commonplace 
rational,  but  if  beguiled  into  c< 
soon  becomes  apparent  in  th 
their  remarks. 

Imbeciles  vary  aa  much  in 
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propenBitiea  as  they  do  in  iin<IeTstaD<liDg.  Tlie;  aro  cuprl- 
cious  or  pertinacious;  timid  or  rash,  amiable  and  complaisant, 
fit  conceited,  irritable,  and  self-willed;  wayward  or  tractablei 

ivenly  and  destructive  of  tbeir  clotbing,  or  scrnpulouely  neat, 

id  even  foppish  in  their  devotion  to  dresa.  Some  are  oyer- 
tdnlons  and  easily  duped,  others  distrustfu],  reserved,  and 

ide ;  some  restless,  active,  and  induBtrious,  others  stolid^ 
largic,  and  indolent.  Some  are  temperate  in  their  appe- 
tites and  fastidious  in  their  tastes,  others  indulge  in  every  sen- 
sual excess.  A  few  are  generous  and  self-denying,  most  are 
selfish  and  acquisitive  of  trifles.  A  certain  class  of  imbeciles 
seem  devoid  of  all  natural  affection ;  they  form  no  attach- 
ments, appreciate  no  kindnesses,  and  manifest  no  compunctions 
of  shame  or  remorse  when  detected  in  wrong-doing.  Tbej  axe 
insensible  to  the  appeals  of  affection,  and  invincible  by  the 
severest  chastisement,  though  for  a  time  they  may  exhibit  fear, 
uid  promise  amendment.  Among  this  class  may  be  found 
who,  without  being  habitually  ill  natured,  annoy  their 
^dred  with  persistent  ingenuity;  those  who  steal  with  adroit- 
whatever  they  covet,  although  what  they  purloin  may  be 
of  no  value  to  themselves;  and  those  who  resent  correction  op 
admonitions,  or  even  imaginary  offences,  by  the  most  direful 
acts,  destroying  the  property  of  relatives  and  neighbors,  burn- 
ing  their  houses  and  bams,  and  witnessing  the  devastation  wit^ 
indifference  or  satisfaction.  The  pliant  instruments  of  shrewd 
villains,  easily  entrapped  where  they  do  not  wittingly  offend; 
commiserated  by  many,  anathematized  by  more,  and  feared 
equally  by  all,  these  beings  are  alike  pests  to  a  community 

id  puzzles  to  philanthropy  and  science. 


II.  Of  insanity  proper. 


Mania.  This  form  of  insanity  is  characterized  both  by  in- 
tellectual i^sturbance  and  emotional  disorder,  and  these  vary 
in  intensity  from  the  almost  imperceptible  wanderings  of  a 
mind  conscious  of  its  own  perturbations  and  striving  to  retain 
its  self-control,  to  that  chaotic  and  passionate  fiiry  which  typi- 

i  the  popular  idea  of  the  disease.     AH  these  various  moods 
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Xhe  methodical,  prudent, 
becomes  idle  and  ruukless, 
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•Ifection  and  endearments  of  a  fond  husband  or  parent  are  sup- 
planted by  moroseness  and  neglect,  or  by  aversion,  severity, 
and  jealous  tyranny.  One  who  has  hitherto  shunned  dispu- 
tation and. notoriety  is  transformed  into  a  violent  partisan  in 
politics  or  theology.  Another,  whose  whole  life  has  been 
marked  by  sobriety  and  moral  purity,  becomes  intemperate, 
obscene,  and  profane.  Men  and  women,  hitherto  remarkable 
for  religious  sincerity  and  devotion,  disregard  or  reject  Chris- 
tian truth,  or  suffer  inexpressible  agony  in  the  belief  that 
their  previous  professions  have  been  false  and  their  lives  dis- 
pleasing to  God. 

Insanity  being  once  established,  the  same  want  of  uniformity 
18  observed  in  its  permanent  symptoms  as  in  its  premonitory 
faidications.  Insane  persons,  in  fact,  differ  as  widely  as  do 
the  sane,  both  in  their  characters  and  conduct,  and  it  is  this 
unlimited  variety  of  mental  constitution  in  health,  still  main- 
tained in  disease,  that  renders  more  or  less  futile  all  attempts 
either  to  classify  minutely  the  phenomena  of  diseased  mind 
or  to  establish  strict  rules  and  tests  of  capacity  and  respon- 
nbility.  This  infinite  diversity  is,  moreover,  the  cause  of  that 
confusion  respecting  insanity  which  pervades  the  public  mind, 
leading  it  to  distrust  all  teachers  who  cannot  offer  it  a  universal 
standard  wherewith  to  determine  the  quality  not  only  of  the 
acts,  but  of  the  visionary  fancies  of  madmen  and  fools. 

It  is  this  natural  dissimilarity  in  mental  constitution  and  the 
relative  extent  to  which  the  intellectual  faculties  and  emotions 
are  involved  by  disease  that  determines  the  general  character 
of  the  symptoms  in  each  case.  A  comprehensive  description 
of  the  numerous  types  of  mania  would  be  out  of  place  here. 
In  general  terms,  it  may  be  said  that  the  perceptions  of  the 
patient  are  perverted,  and  the  resulting  delusions  determine 
the  general  complexion  of  his  malady.  In  the  most  exag- 
gerated cases  the  mind  is  crowded  with  ideas  and  images, 
TOshing  with  chaotic  confusion  to  find  vent  in  hurried  and  in- 
coherent language.  The  will  can  neither  arrest  nor  regulate 
this  impetuosity  nor  calm  the  tumult  of  emotion.  Now  and 
then  a  vague  consciousness  of  confusion  flits  across  the  mind, 
an  effort  at  self-control  follows^  falters,  and  fails^  and  the 
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mental  tempest  is  renewed*  These  euee  generally  premt 
but  little  medico-legal  intereat,  for  the  reason  that  Tehemeno^ 
destractiyeneBS,  and  violence  usually  occur  at  an  etrly  diy, 
and  the  subject  is,  in.  general,  promptly  consigned  io  tffco- 

priate  custody. 

In  ordinary  cases  of  mania,  the  general  health  is  not  alvsji 
obviously  affected,  though  there  is  usoally  more  or  leas  denag^ 
ment  of  the  secretions  which  in  the  more  acute  casM  ue 
diminished.  Constipation  of  the  bowels,  and  a  scanty  aai 
offensive  secretion  of  saliva  are  very  common.  The  skin  ii 
often  dry,  harsh,  and  hot,  but  in  other  cases  it  is  moist,  Aa 
perspiration  being  of  a  peculiar  and  disagreeable  odor.  The 
pube  is  usually  accelerated  in  the  early  stages  of  mania,  bat 
may  not  exceed  the  normal  frequency  even  when  active  mentil 
symptoms  are  present.  Dr.  ConoUy,  whose  long  ezpeiienee 
at  the  Hanwell  Asylum,  England,  commands  high  and  merited 
respect,  says  *^  the  pulse  is  generally  quick  and  feeble,  addon 
below  96,  often  as  high  as  120;"  but  he  has  ''known  young 
persons  in  an  acute  paroxysm  of  mania,  with  rapid  and  vio- 
lent talking,  continued  motion,  inability  to  recognise  surroimd- 
ing  persons  and  objects,  a  disposition  to  tear  and  destroj 
clothes  and  bedding,  without  any  heat  of  the  scalp  or  of  the 
surface,  without  either  flushing  or  paleness  of  the  face,  with 
a  clean  and  natural  appearance  of  the  tongue,  and  the  poise 
no  more  than  80  or  85.''^  Similar  conditions  are  sometimes 
observed  in  puerperal  mania. 

Mania,  unless  speedily  cured  or  terminating  fatally  from 
exhaustion,  becomes  chronic,  and  may  retain  its  specific  cha- 
racter, either  in  a  subdued  but  persistent,  or  in  a  remittent 
form ;  or  it  may  gradually  merge  into  a  condition  of  melan- 
cholia or  dementia. 

When  mania  has  become  chronic,  the  active  symptoms  sub- 
side, and  although  there  may  be  manifested  at  irregular  inter- 
vals all  the  perversions  of  intellect  and  emotion,  with  the 
vehemence  of  manner  and  utterance  and  the  irrational  de- 
meanor of  the  acute  stage,  still  the  habitual  condition  of  the 
patient  is  one  of  comparative  rationality. 

*  CUnical  Leoturoe  on  Insuutj:  London. 
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i  ordJDary  perceptions  maj  be  acute  and  accurate,  bis 
ry  retentive,  his  statements  reliable  in  the  main,  and 
even  hi«  judgment  on  matters  unconnected  vitk  his  peculiar 
train  of  delusive  belief  or  feeling  may  be  accepted  as  trust- 
wortliy.  It  is  this  variety  of  mental  disease  which  proves 
a  constant  stumbling-block  to  the  inexperienced  observer. 
Strangers  may  interrogate  these  patients,  admire  their  general 
intelligence,  commend  the  appositeness  of  their  replies,  and 

Iestion  the  soundness  of  the  judgment  which  has  pronounced 
(m  insane.     Notwithstanding   this   mental  activity  which 
nmiUtes  the  patient  to  the  sane  man,  the  individual  may 
rbor  delusions,  not  always  exposed  in  casual  conversations, 
t  in  general  easily  called  forth  by  those  already  cognizant 
their  existence.      This   form  of  mental  perversion  may 
indeed  exist  from  the  earliest  stage  without  much  emotional 
disturbance,  constituting  a  form  of  insanity  which  has  been 
^^^Mignated  "chronic  primary  mania."     In  its  insidious  inva- 
^Hhn  and  dilatory  or  irregular  advance,  in  its  combination  of 
^^BBonal  with  irrational  ideas,  and  its  mingled  emotions  of 
^^Htlth  and  disease,  lie  the  sources  of  perplexity  both  to  the 
^^^■ysician  and  the  juryman  called  to  interpret  the  significance 
^^Hr  acts  offensive  to  the  majesty  of  law.     The  absence  of 
ffiialtation,   incoherence,   and   vehemence   in   the   ideas,  lan- 
guage, and  demeanor  doceivos  the  novice  or  convinces  him 
that  the  imputation  of  insanity,  whether  it  be  fraudulent  or 
unduly  charitable,  is,  at  least,  unfounded  in  fact.     But  under 
*  calm  exterior,  an  intelligent  discourse,  and  a  plausible  ad- 
dress may  linger  a  deep  perversion  of  the  intellectual  and 
moral  nature,  the  oflepring  of  unequivocal  disease. 

Melancholia  may  arise  as  a  primary  affection,  while  it  also 
frequently  follows  upon  an  attack  of  mania.  In  the  first 
instance,  it  occasionally  declares  itself  suddenly  as  a  conse- 
quence of  strong  moral  emotion,  as  grief  or  fright.  Generally, 
however,  this  malady  is  of  slow  development  when  it  arises 
spontaneously.  The  patient  gradually  loses  interest  in  his 
domestic  and  business  relations,  becomes  depressed,  solitary, 
often  silent.     When  he  talks,  it  is  to  proclaim  his  hereave- 


(nts  and  his  despai 
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dolge  in  self-aocuaations,  and  to  repel  all  eonsoktm  or 
encouragement.  Melancholia  sometimes  eziata  aa  a  nqk 
emotional  disorder,  displaying  itself  only  in  regret  and  lawi- 
tation  over  the  past,  or  in  an  oyerwhelming  dread  of  mm 
impending  evil.  In  some  of  these  uncomplicated  eiM^ 
anguish  and  despair  seem  to  take  poasession  of  the  pcnoi, 
and  yet  it  is  impossible  to  detect  any  intellectual  distulMMt 
More  often,  however,  the  emotional  exaggeration  is  teeofr 
panied  by  delusions  which  may  partake  of  a  hypochondiiaad 
or  religious  nature,  or  be  prompted  by  the  horrors  of  a  glooay 
superstition.  These  delusions  are  endless  in  their  varietj  ni 
combinations,  and  their  description  would  be  unprofitable  hem 

In  primary  acute  melancholia,  the  mental  agony  is  genenDj 
more  demonstrative  than  in  the  chronic  form,  whether  this  be 
spontaneous  or  secondary  to  mania*  The  frequent  tendoicj 
of  melancholia  in  all  its  varieties,  if  not  soon  relieved,  is  ti 
pass  into  what  Dr.  ConoUy  has  graphically  termed  ^'the  toak 
of  human  reason— dementia."  The  state  of  emotional  dii* 
turbance,  however,  occurs  not  unfrequently  as  the  teunkt 
from  the  exaltation  of  acute  mania,  and  may  then  be  regarM 
with  satisfaction,  since  it  marks  a  crisis  which  often  proiei 
the  precursor  of  convalescence  and  recovery. 

The  physical  stfmptoms  vary  as  much  in  melancholia  ts  m 
mania.  The  pulse  may  retain  its  natural  frequency  and 
volume,  though  it  is  not  rarely  slow  and  feeble.  The  sleep 
may  be  sound  and  prolonged,  or  brief  and  disturbed.  The 
tongue,  skin,  and  natural  dejections  present  the  similar  absence 
of  uniformity.  In  general,  however,  the  countenance  is  dis- 
tressed, though  it  may  either  be  rigid  with  despair  or  con- 
torted with  anguish ;  the  surface  is  cold,  whether  it  be  pallid 
or  livid  from  feebleness  of  circulation ;  and  indolence  or  in- 
tolerance of  fatigue  is  almost  universal.  The  waste  of  the 
system  is  not  repaired  when  the  mental  disease  persists,  and 
even  though  the  patient  consume  his  usual  quantity  of  food, 
emaciation  ensues,  and  fatal  exhaustion  may  result.  At 
other  times  the  physical  endurance,  under  incessant  and 
apparently  crushing  grief,  seems  incredible.  For  years  the 
patient  indulges  in  the  same  strain  of  remorse  for  self-imputed 
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I,  eo  borriblG  as  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  divine  mercy. 
t  nutrition  goes  on,  the  contour  of  the  body  is  maintained, 
Bid  the  pulse  is  that  of  health.  In.  these  cases  the  Binocrity 
of  the  appftront  woe  is  at  least  questionable,  and  its  interrup- 
tions, induced  by  causes  which  would  prove  wholly  inadequate 
in  real  grief,  arc  often  most  ludicrous.  A  summons  to  meals, 
the  announcement  of  friends,  or  molestation  by  a  companion 
or  attendant,  may  cut  short  the  lamentation,  which  yields  for 
a  time  to  other  habits  quite  as  automatic,  or  to  an  irritation 
which  may  vent  itself  in  language  and  acts  most  uihecoming 
in  a  repentant  sinner. 

In  another  very  important  variety  of  this  affection,  appro- 
priately called  by  French  writers  "melancholia  with  stupor," 
the  symptoms  strikingly  resemble  those  of  dementia,  though 
arising  from  a  different  condition  of  the  faculties.  The  mind 
seems  to  be  almost  obliterated.  The  patient  remains  fixed  in 
one  attitude  for  hours  together,  moving  neither  eye  nor  limb. 
He  appears  lost  in  reverie,  and  if  attempts  be  made  to  roase 
him,  he  is  passive,  but  apathetic  still.  These  persons  are  for 
the  most  part  obstinately  mute,  rarely  responding  to  the  most 
persevering  efforts  to  elicit  a  remart.  They  become  regard- 
less of  their  personal  appearance,  and  inattentive  to  the  calls 
of  nature.  They  defile  their  clothes  and  rooms,  abstain  from 
food,  and  would  die  of  starvation  if  not  fed.  Suicidal  attempts 
arc  occaEionally  made  during  the  progress  of  this  condition 
without  any  premonitory  change  of  demeanor.  This  condi- 
tion of  apparent  fatuity  is  not  so  wholly  hopeless  as  might  be 
supposed.  The  subjects  of  it  not  unfrequently  recover  and 
explain  the  incentive  to  conduct  which  seemed  so  mysterious 
and  motiveless.  They  recount  correctly  many  of  the  inci- 
denta  of  their  disease,  and  surprise  their  friends  by  the  accu- 
racy with  which  they  repeat  remarks  made  in  their  presence. 
Ono  lady,  who  was  removed  from  the  Bloomingdale  Asylum, 
at  what  seemed  the  turning-point  toward  improvement,  bad 
appeared  wholly  unconscious  even  of  the  presence  of  other 
patients  throughout  her  entire  residence  at  the  asylum.  She 
rabsequently  recovered  at  homo,  and  in  a  letter  to  her  former 
mdant,  mquired  by  name  after  every  patient  in  the  same 
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department  with  heraelf.    The  prolonged  stapcnr  in  these  om 
is  aometimes  found  to  have  been  indooed  bj  some  honiie 
delusion  or  hallucination.    The  patient  had  imagined  Unidf 
on  the  brink  of  awful  precipices,  and  impelled  to  plunge  nto 
the  abyss  before  him ;  or  he  has  been  sorronnded  by  the  dnl 
bodies  of  relatives  and  friends.     One  lady  who  renuinel  k 
this  deplorable  condition  several  monthSy  bat  finally  recorerd, 
informed  me  that  she  felt  the  corpse  of  her  mother  booodtt 
her  own  body  throughout  the  whole  period ;  that  every  nk- 
ing  hour  was  past  in  the  most  horrible  agony,  and  that  it 
momentarily  expected  to  swoon  and  die  from  terror.    Som 
believe  themselves  assailed  by  ravenooa  animals;  and  out 
thought  himself  standing  to  the  chin  in  a   sea  of  blool 
Those  who  have  refused   food,  had  usnally  supposed  tbt 
everything  offered  them  contained  poison.     Some,  howem, 
say  that  they  experienced  only  a  vague  sentiment  of  sadnoi; 
that  at  times  they  understood  what  was  said  to  them,  but  this 
no  ideas  came  to  them,  or  that  their  tongue  refused  to  moie 
in  response.     Others,  still,  testify  that  the  entire  period  seeas 
like  a  misty  dream,  filled  with  painful  but  indefinite  viaons 
which  oppressed  their   whole   being    and    paralyzed  CTerj 
faculty.     The   recognition   of   this  form  of  insanity,  as  u 
essentially  different  condition  from  true  dementia,  is  not  with- 
out importance  in  a  medico-legal  point  of  view,  for  many  per- 
sons who  appear  to  be  either  lost  in  fatuity  or  simulating  the 
most  abject  stupidity,  may  be  really  laboring  under  engross- 
ing delusions  which  impel  them  with  irresistible  power  to  the 
commission  of  acts  of  violence,  while  their  previous  and  sub- 
sequent calmness  and  taciturnity  deceive  most  observers. 

Monomania.  That  this  term  has  long  been  and  sUll  is 
most  vaguely  used,  not  only  by  the  public,  but  by  physicians 
and  jurists,  cannot  be  doubted.  In  its  indiscriminate  applica- 
tion, it  is  made  to  include  not  only  those  instances  of  unque^ 
tionuble  insanity  in  which  some  prominent  delusion  absorbs 
the  mind  and  controls  the  conduct,  but  also  conditions  in 
which  no  true  mania  whatever  exists,  such  as  simple  eccen- 
tricity and  those  cases  of  morbid  activity  of  the  perceptive 
faculties,  or  of  the  imagination,  marked  by  hallucinations  of 
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the  senses,  tolerated,  and  perhaps  encouraged,  but  never  ripen- 
ing into  convictions  so  long  as  the  understanding  retains  its 
integrity  and  controls  the  fancy.     Examples  of  the  last  are 
seen  in  the  well-known  cases  of  Nicolai,  of  Berlin,  and  Dr. 
Bostock,  of  London,  who  saw  themselvee  surrounded  by  ap- 
paritions ;   and  of   Dr.  Ben  Jonson,  who  witnessed  a  battle 
of  Turks   and   Tartars   around   his   arm-chair.     Brierre  de 
fioismont,  in  his   "History  of  nallucinations,"  gives  many 
^^fetfinilar  and  most  interesting  instances.     The  impropriety  of 
^^H^lying  the  term  monomania  to  mere  eccentricity  of  natural 
^^■bftTftcter,  would  seem  to  be  self-evident.     The  essential  oba- 
^^^ncter  of  all  insanity  is  a  change  in  the  habits  of  thought, 
^^^psling,  and  conduct  of  the  individual.     In  natural  prolonged 
^^Bteentricity  no  such  change  ia  observed,  and,  however  erratic 
the  discourse,  or  defiant  of  social  custom  may  be  the  indi- 
TtduaVs  acts,  they  are  referable  to  a  strong  indinduality, 
associated  with  a  fair  degree  of  intelligence  and  moral  courage, 
or  to  a  pliant  imbecility  which  renders  its  victim  the  sport  of 
every  caprice,  and  an  object  of  general  ridicule. 

The  existence  of  monomania,  in  its  literal  sense,  has  been 
denied  by  high  authority  among  psychological  writers,  while 
it  is  as  confidently  asserted  by  others.     Some  have  applied 

I>  title  to  those  cases  of  mental  alienation  in  which  a  single 
M  idea  is  ever  conspicuous,  althongh  this  one  delusion  may, 
itaelf,  prove  extensive  perversion  of  the  mind.  Others 
re  used  it  to  signify  a  morbid  state  of  one  or  a  few  facul- 
I.  But,  as  has  been  already  stated,  several  of  the  faculties 
y  be  impaired  or  lost  without  producing  the  slightest  de- 
gree of  maiiia.  It  bos  been  well  remarked  by  Dr.  Ray,  that 
"before  a  person  can  become  insane,  partially  or  generally, 
the  mental  faculty  or  faculties  must  become  deranged,  by 
which  we  diecem  the  relations  of  things,  and  arrive  at  a 
knowledge  of  general  truths."* 

Dr.  Bucknill  has  remarked  that  "monomania  of  a  single 
faculty,  in  its  strictly  philosophical  sense,  is  not  to  be  dis- 
covered in  delusion,  however  simple  or  circumscribed  it  may 
be.     If  it  exists  at  all,  it  exists  in  the  pathological  condition 
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of  some  one  or  other  of  the  emotions  or  instincts.  The  desin 
of  self-preservation  appears  to  be  intermediate  between  the 
instinct  and  emotions.  There  can  be  no  doabt  that  it  is  caps- 
ble  of  being  pathologicaUj  affected  strictly  by  itself."*  Sn- 
cidal  impulse  and  its  counterpart,  intense  apprehenmon  of 
death,  are  cited  by  Dr.  Bucknill  as  examples  of  opponte 
pathological  states  of  this  instinct. 

M.  Baillarger,  physician  to  the  great  Salp^triire  Hoqiitil 
for  the  Insane  at  Paris,  contends  for  the  existence  of  mono* 
mania  as  a  form  of  insanity  in  the  strictest  limits  of  ita  iig> 
nification,  and  has  published  numerous  cases  in  the  ^asoiei 
Medie(hP9yehiohg%que$.  Some  of  these  may  be  found  in 
the  Journal  of  Insanity,  Utica,  New  York,  July,  1847.  In 
these  cases,  the  disorder  seems  to  have  been  simply  emotioDiI 
throughout,  or  for  years  prior  to  any  implication  of  the  under 
standing,  from  which  time  a  new  phase  of  mental  disturbsnoe 
ensued,  exhibiting  itself  in  open  delusion  or  niA.pii^cA|  ezcito- 
ment.  Dr.  Baillarger  concludes  that  ^*  monomania,  in  its  moet 
simple  form,  is  more  frequent  than  is  generally  believed,  from 
this  one  consideration,  that  this  variety  of  insanity  often  per- 
sists for  many  years  without  producing  irrational  acts,  tbe 
patients  being  able  commonly  to  remain  in  society,  where  the? 
escape  the  observation  of  physicians."  The  practical  ques- 
tion here  involved  is,  whether  such  form  or  degree  of  mentil 
perversion  implies  irresponsibility  for  offences  against  lav, 
and  this  question  no  general  reasoning  can  settle.  Ererj 
case  in  which  it  actually  presents  itself  for  serious  consider- 
ation must  be  judged  by  its  own  facts,  and  in  no  two  cases 
do  the  same  series  of  facts  occur.  Responsibility  and  punish- 
ableness  for  acts,  otherwise  criminal,  can  and  ought  to  be 
avoided  only  by  mental  disease.  Disease,  nnlike  hypothesis^ 
is  fortunately  an  entity,  and  for  this  reason  the  appreciation 
of  morbid  vital  phenomena,  whether  physical  or  mental,  is  a 
far  simpler  process  than  the  solution  of  supposititious  pro- 
blems in  insanity  by  any  rule  of  metaphysical  reasoning.  A 
rational  estimate  of  the  acts  of  an  alleged  lunatic  can  be 
properly  based  only  on  a  knowledge  of  all  the  attending  cir- 
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cumetances;  and  all  abatract  reasoning  disconnected  from 
these  must  fall  short  of  its  aim,  for  the  reason  that  the  ordi- 
nary rules  of  judgment  respecting  human  conduct  presuppoee 
ft  healthy  mind  and  untrameled  conscience,  and  cannot,  there' 
fore,  apply  to  the  perversions  of  mental  disease. 

The  following  remarkable  case  forcibly  illustrates  the  trnth 
this  principle,  and  at  the  same  time  approaches  as  nearly 
pure  monomania  as  any  which  has  recently  become  the 
subject  of  judicial  investigation.  It  will  be  found  in  the 
Journal  of  Insanity,  Utica,  New  York,  vol.  vl.  p.  254,  as  re- 
ported by  Dr.  Charles  H.  Nichols,  then  physician  to  the 
Bloomingdale  Asylum  for  the  Insane,  New  York,  who  waa 
present  at  the  trial  as  an  expert  witness.  On  the  10th  of 
October,  1849,  Charles  Sprague  was  tried  on  an  indictment 
highway  robbery,  and  acquitted  on  the  ground  of  insanity) 
le  trial  taking  place  before  the  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  of 
Connty,  New  York,  held  in  the  City  Hall  of  Brook- 
lyn, Judge  N.  B.  Morse  presiding.  In  August,  1849,  Mr. 
Sprague  left  his  house  immediately  after  breakfast  to  go  to 
his  business — that  of  a  printer — and  a  few  minutes  after  was 
seen  walking  toward  his  house  instead  of  toward  his  office,  and 
to  overtake  a  young  lady,  to  throw  her  dowTi,  snatch  the  shoe 
from  one  of  her  feet,  and,  on  an  outcry  being  made  by  several 
persona  who  wore  hard  by,  to  run  away.  The  young  lady 
wore  a  chain  and  locket,  and  other  jewelry  in  sight;  but 
Sprague  did  not  attempt  to  take  anything  save  the  shoe,  nor 
did  he  do  any  violence  to  her  persoD  in  any  respect  or  degree. 
Running,  he  proceeded  around  a  square,  and  on  his  way 
called  at  bis  wife's  father's,  and  naked  if  his  father  was  in 
town,  a  matter  upon  which  he  was  perfectly  well  informed ; 
then  left  the  house,  came  directly  back  to  the  very  spot  whore 
had  just  taken  the  shoe,  and  continaed  on,  without  stop- 
to  his  place  of  business. 
He  was  soon  arrested,  taken  before  a  magistrate,  and  when 
mterrogatod  in  regard  to  the  shoe,  said  he  had  changed  his 
coat  after  going  to  the  office,  and  that  the  shoe  was  in  the 
pocket  of  the  one  he  had  taken  off,  where  it  was  found.  He 
was  committed  to  prison  to  answer  the  charge  of  highway  rob- 
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herjj  but  subsequeiitly  admitted  to  bail  in  the  smn  of  |5Q0II, 
and  allowed  to  go  at  large  until  the  time  of  trial.  The  pdi- 
cipal  witness  was  the  defendant's  father,  a  clergyman  of  Ae 
highest  respectability,  whose  testimony  was  corroborated  k 
every  particular  by  several  other  witnesses;  indeed, by  aD 
the  court  thought  it  worth  while  to  haye  brought  forwdL 
Charles  Sprague's  paternal  great-grandmother,  grandmotki^ 
great-uncle,  and  three  great-aunts — ^being  four  out  of  a  fiudj 
of  six — and  a  cousin,  are  or  have  been  insane.  He  had  hia- 
self  received,  in  youth,  several  severe  blows  and  falls  upia 
the  head,  and  within  a  year  from  the  last  fall,  he  begu  to 
suffer  headache,  and  his  friends  observed  an  unnatural  proud- 
nence  of  the  eyes,  with  varying  dullness  and  glas^nefis  of 
these  organs.  Simultaneously  with  this,  Spragne  began  to 
exhibit  a  propensity  to  abstract  and  conceal  the  shoes  of  tk 
female  members  of  his  family.  In  the  majority  of  instances, 
one  shoe  only  was  missed,  and  it  was  usually  found  about  the 
house,  having  been  thoroughly  soaked  with  water,  twisted  ip 
like  a  rope  and  then  hid  away  between  a  feather  and  Btnw 
bed,  or  in  the  depths  of  a  trunk,  or  hung  up  in  a  closet,  witk 
garments  concealing  it. 

Suspicion  at  first  rested  upon  the  servants,  but  the  real 
agent  being  detected  and  questioned,  remained  silent,  and  on 
subsequent  repetitions  of  the  act  sought  only  to  evade  explft- 
nations,  generally  denying  the  possibility  of  his  agency,  imtO 
within  the  last  six  years.  During  this  period^  when  remon- 
strated with  on  his  singular  habit,  he  would  admit  that  he 
must  have  taken  the  shoe,  though  he  had  no  recollection  of  it, 
and  did  not  know  for  what  he  wanted  it.  The  intermissions 
in  this  practice  have  at  no  time  exceeded  three  or  four  montbs 
at  one  time. 

After  the  practice  became  established,  Sprague's  mother 
and  sisters,  and  the  female  servants,  habitually  locked  up  thdr 
shoes ;  yet  occasionally  one  was  missed  and  discovered  twisted 
and  crumbled  after  being  wet.  It  was  rumored  at  one  time 
in  the  family  that  Sprague  had  attempted  to  remove  the  shoe 
from  the  foot  of  a  domestic,  and  his  sister  once  alarmed  her 
father  at  night  on  finding  him  abstracting  her  shoes  firom  a 
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;ed  drawer.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year  of  the  trial, 
females,  residing  in  Brooklyn,  had  a  shoe  or  shoes  taken 

im  their  feet  while  walking  in  the  street  in  the  evening; 

it  the  ofTonder  has  never  been  certainly  known. 

In  July  last,  the  wife  of  Spraguo  purchased  a  pair  of  shoes 
for  a  particular  occasion;  but  when  wanted  they  had  disap- 
peared. When  interrogated  by  Lis  father  on  the  act  for 
which  he  was  tried,  the  son  replied:  "I  think  I  was  going 
along  the  street  and  caught  sight  of  a  shoe,  and  it  6ashed  into 
my  mind  that  I  wanted  it,  and  I  dove  for  it."  During  the 
interval  between  his  arrest  and  trial,  Sprague  was  at  times  so 
agitated  that  his  friends  apprehended  an  outbreak  of  mania, 
and  his  propensity  became  more  active  than  usual;  his  wife 
,^  one  occasion  finding  her  shoo  in  one  of  the  boots  he  was 
.ring,  and  at  another  time  in  hia  coat-pocket. 

Mr.  Spraguo's  moral  character  has  been  singularly  faolt- 
'TOBB.  He  has  never  been  known  to  drink  a  glass  of  spirits,  to 
Bse  a  profane  word,  nor  to  keep  vicious  company.  lie  waa 
never  known  to  utter  a  falsehood  in  any  other  than  a  shoe 
case,  or  to  take  anything  wrongfully  except  shoes.  Of  the 
hundreds  of  instances  in  which  he  had  exercised  his  unique 
propensity,  he  had  been  teen  to  take  a  shoe  but  twice;  onoe 

the  darkness  of  night  in  hia  sister's  room,  and  again,  whea 

the  daytime,  in  a  broad,  open  street,  and  in  the  presence 

many  spectators,  he  seized  the  shoo  from  the  foot  of  a 
yming  lady  quite  unknown  to  him. 

Mr.  Sprague  "a  intellectual  faculties  are  considered  adequate 
to  hia  duties  as  a  higher  Journeyman  printer ;  but  he  is  apt  to 
become  confused  when  hurried  by  irregular  and  unexpected 
jobs  of  work.  He  is  most  respectably  married,  and  has  ons 
child. 

Dr.  Nichols,  in  commenting  on  the  case  he  reports,  remarks 
that  "  in  the  avoidance  of  observation  at  the  time  of  the  com- 
mission of  the  act,  (except  on  the  two  occasions  mentioned,) 
and  of  allusion  to  it  at  other  times,  there  is  evidence  of  a 
degree  of  consciousness  and  desiga  ;  but  in  the  imperfect  re- 

iection  of  the  act  and  its  events,  and  of  the  state  of  feel- 
at  the  time — in  the  *bazo'  that  then  clouds  the  mind — 
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there  is  an  analogy  to  somnambulism,  tliat  Btste  in  wUeh 
there  seems  to  be  a  suspension  of  Belf-consciocumeflfl,  while  die 
senses  and  other  bodily  powers  are  still  exercised  in  obedieMe 
to  the  impulse  of  a  waking  imagination." 

Disconnected  from  other  cironmstaneeB,  the  act  for  iriuA 
Sprague  was  arraigned  would  appear  to  hare  been  a  nde 
assault  upon  a  defenceless  woman,  instigated  perhaps  bj  m 
worse  motive  than  a  depraved  inclination  to  mischief.  Bik 
the  previous  history  of  his  life,  his  general  character  and 
habits,  the  repeated  indulgence  of  his  singular  propenutyia 
his  own  household  to  the  annoyance  of  his  famfly  and  withoil 
appreciable  gratification  to  himself,  together  with  his  coone 
subsequent  to  the  special  offence,  combine  to  exclude  sod 
interpretation  and  to  substitute  commiseration  for  resenft- 
ment  in  passing  judgment  upon  his  conduct.  Such  also  hb 
the  effect  on  the  minds  and  verdict  of  the  jury  and  court  wbo 
tried  him.  They  regarded  his  strange  propensity  as  the  mui- 
festation  of  a  pure  monomania.  As  before  remarked,  this 
case  furnishes,  perhaps,  the  most  uncomplicated  instance  of 
such  affection  recorded  in  American  publications. 

Dementia  may  either  be  a  primary  and  acute,  or  a  second- 
ary and  chronic  affection.  The  first  mode  of  appearance  is 
rare  as  compared  with  the  last,  but  it  is  not  very  uncommon 
among  young  persons  as  the  sequel  of  exhausting  physicil 
disease  or  afflictive  moral  causes.  It  maj  also  result  from 
excessive  mental  application  and  from  hemorrhage  or  other 
depressing  influences.  A  third  form  in  which  it  occurs,  is  in 
connection  with  the  infirmities  of  age,  hence  called  senile 
dementia.  In  this  form  the  mental  disturbance  is  not  a  am- 
ple loss  of  power  and  activity.  Such  a  condition  may  exist 
without  perversion  of  the  judgment,  and  it  is  not  until  the 
reason  is  invaded,  and  when  incoherence  of  ideas  with  mis- 
apprehension of  his  relations  to  his  family  and  society  dis- 
cover themselves,  that  the  individual  can  be  said  to  be  insane. 

In  primary  dementia  the  intellectual  faculties  are  oppressed 
but  not  extinguished,  and  though  for  months  the  manifestft- 
tions  of  memory  and  attention  may  be  imperfect  or  unper- 
oeived,  the  cloud  may  at  last  disperse  and  the  intelligence 
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displa;^  itself  with  all  its  former  vigor.     Intellectual  lethargy 
is  the  characteristic  feature  of  this  affection,  often  unaccom- 

kpanied  by  appreciable  delusion  or  hallucination,  or  by  any 
jftotable  change  in  the  natural  feelings  and  moral  facultiea, 
bther  than  simple  apathy  or  an  unusually  irritable  temper. 
The  very  scanty  conversation  of  many  demented  persons  is 
marked  hy  extraordinary  phrases,  either  utterly  incomprehea- 
Bible  or  of  most  indefinite  signification,  but  which  seem  to 
^^^hnbody  some  idea  of  the  patient,  who  is  at  times  irritated 
^^H)y  attempts  to  procure  a  better  notion  of  his  meaning.  Thcs« 
^Hq^rases  seem  usually  to  be  favorite  expressions,  and  generally 
^BM^ur  several  times  in  the  same  interview.     To  those  familar 
^^Vith  the  insane,  they  are  very  significant,  and  may  safely. 
^^  eonfirm   an   opinion  of  mental  disease   prompted  by  other 
symptoms. 

In  cases  of  medico-legal  bearing,  the  inquiry  will  naturally 
arise  whether  the  exhibition  of  this  peculiarity  be  sincere  of 
fictitious.  It  is  to  be  tested,  like  other  phenomena,  with  all 
the  scrutiny  which  a  grave  responsibility  should  inspire.  For 
obvious  reasons  there  can  scarcely  be  any  resemblance  in  thia 
particnlar  between  different  individuals,  and  it  would  therefor* 
be  useless  to  give  illustrations  of  these  expressions  here. 

Chronie  dementia,  as  a  coaditioD  following  upon  mania  ot 
melancholia,  is  marked  by  the  same  feebleness  of  uttcntioB 
and  memory,  and  in  most  cases,  though  not  invariably,  by  the 
Mme  apathetic  state  of  other  faculties  as  the  primary  form. 
But  being  the  sequel  of  prolonged  active  disturbance  of  the 
intellect  and  emotions,  it  still  partakes  in  some  degree  of  tin 
qualities  which  distinguished  the  earlier  stages  of  mental  dis" 
ease  in  the  individual.  Hence  delusions  abound  among  the 
demented,  while  the  passions  and  baneful  propensities  an 
easily  aroused.  Sometimes,  however,  in  this  condition  Uw 
Tehemonce  and  malevolence  of  previous  mania,  or  the  de- 
spondency of  melancholia,  arc  exchanged  for  an  amiable 
docility  and  sentiments  of  a  pleasurable  nature.  Demented 
patients  are  generally  easily  recognized  by  a  countenance 
devoid  of  intelligent  expression ;  by  a  general  listlessness  of 
and  attitude,  and  by  their  sluggish  movements.     Yet 
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these  common  characteristics  are  far  from  being  uniferHi 

Patients  whose  mental  torpor  is  proof  against  the  most  |M^ 

serering  efforts  to  elicit  a  remark,  may  interest  obserren  by 

the  animation  of  their  countenance  and  the  apparent  intcffi- 

gence  of  a  habitual  or  occasional  smile.      So,  too,  of  the 

demeanor  of  demented  persons.     The  inertness  and  geneni 

indifference  which  distinguish  them  as  a  class  are  sometimei 

supplanted  by  incessant  restlessness  of  body;  by  a  chilM 

activity  of  the  simpler  perceptions,  prodacing  a  provokin^j 

meddlesome  curiosity;  and  by  a  senseless  garrulity  wluchis 

equally  marvelous  for  its  affluence  of  words  and  its  poverty 

of  ideas.     These  symptoms  are,  indeed,  quite  common  in  the 

dementia  of  old  age,  but  they  are  also  met  with,  and  not  ii- 

frequently,  in  earlier  life,  and  may  mask  the  real  condition  of 

the  patient.     In  this  way  they  may  also  prove  the  scarce  of 

grave  error  in  estimating  the  mental  condition  of  penons 

accused  or  convicted  of  crime,  since  the  activity  of  a  rerj 

few  faculties  may  be  ascribed  to  all,  or  puerility  of  condoet 

may  induce  belief  of  simulation. 

The  notion,  that  in  dementia  the  mind  is  simply  enfeebled, 
rather  than  deranged,  is  widely  prevalent  and  productireof 
serious  mischief.  Perhaps  no  phase  of  insanity  so  often 
proves  an  enigma  and  a  stumbling-block  to  medical  men  is 
well  as  others.  The  term  is  too  commonly  considered  to  be 
synonymous  with  utter  fatuity.  Hence  the  occasional  ik- 
trust  and  errors  of  those  physicians  who  infer  the  existence  (^ 
a  rational  will  from  the  most  elementary  intelligence,  and  who 
suffer  scientific  impartiality  to  be  warped  by  their  misappre- 
hension of  symptoms.  The  truth  is,  that  the  mental  faculties 
are  perverted  as  well  as  enfeebled,  the  ideas  are  not  only 
confused  and  disconnected,  but  actually  delusive,  and  the  pas- 
sions, though  habitually  so  inert  that  human  individuality  seema 
almost  extinguished,  may  be  occasionally  aroused  by  these 
insensible  delusions,  and  incite  to  acts  of  maniacal  and  dest^u^ 
tive  violence.*     Yielding  in  general  a  ready  obedience  to 

*  The  subjoined  case  illustrates  very  well  this  yariety  of  dementia:  Wil- 
Uam  Crouch,  was  a  groom,  twenty-eight  years  of  age.  No  details  of  his 
life  or  character  are  known  prior  to  1888.    In  December  of  that  year,  he 
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r  custodians  when  m  restraint,  the  subjects  of  dementia 
Hn  &t  large  are  prone  to  irascibility  and  contention.     Their 


wat  thrown  against  a  wall  »nd  reoeivBd  a  concussioo  of  the  brain.  He  wbb 
l*k«n  into  the  Doron  anti  Exeter  HoBpital  la  a  state  of  iosenBibiUtjr,  and, 
kccording  la  tha  etideooe  of  Mr.  Tuffnoll,  under  nhose  cure  he  was  for 
about  a  month,  remaiae')  eo  for  Home  Iitui>.  He  wan  treated  lor  this  diaeaBe, 
and  repeatedly  bled.  Mr.  TuffaeU  Biates  that  on  his  recovery  he  advised 
his  mnater  not  Ii>  lake  him  buck  again,  as  lie  oanstdered  that  from  the  injurj 
he  had  received,  tbe  alighlest  drink  might  eo  affect  his  brain  a*  t«  render 
him  incapable  of  taking  care  of  a  pair  of  horses. 

Several  wilnesaes  deposed  as  to  hie  condition  afler  tlie  above  uccurrenoe. 
Ha  was  Crequentt;  dtiU  and  absent,  bavitig  Tormcrlj  been  of  a  cheerful  turn 
of  miBd.  He  avoided  society,  and  was  known  to  Bit  fur  hours  wilhout 
speaking.  In  August,  1889,  he  became  a  aervanl  to  Lord  Falmouth,  and 
was  diacbnrgeil  in  January.  1B40.  A  witness  states  that  he  never  heard 
him  converse  with  a  einglu  servant  during  that  period.  He  vas  aateop  half 
bin  tine,  and  was  called  the  half-cracked  man.  In  January,  1^44,  tbe  pri- 
WDer  came  aa  waiter  and  post- bo;  at  the  Crown  and  Thistle  Tavern,  in  Lon- 
don. The  landlord  deposes  that  he  was  inospsble  of  performing  these  duties, 
uid  that  he  could  never  make  him  understand,  anything.  Crouch  was  always 
drnway  and  henvy,  and  at  last  it  nas  necessary  to  discharge  him.  Ho  woi 
willing  to  do  Lis  work,  hut  was  unable.  On  the  day  of  the  death  of  his 
wifb,  be  WAS  at  the  tarem  and  look  something  lo  drink,  (a  pint  of  porlw.) 
He  teemed  somewhat  wild  when  be  came  in  ;  he  became  a  little  calmer,  and 
then  again  ciciled.     He  Xvtt  aboul  balf-paat  throe  o'clock. 

Such  arc  all  tho  facts  known  concerning  his  previous  lifej  no  inaano 
delusions,  but  dull,  stupid,  heavy, 

Tbe  prisoner  and  bis  wife  had  come  to  their  last  residence  in  September, 
1643.  They  had  been  separaled  from  each  other  for  abont  a  forlnight,  but 
she  used  to  come  and  see  binL  They  had  one  cbild,  about  nina  montlu  old, 
of  which  the  prisoner  appeared  very  fond. 

On  Ihe  afternoon,  (March  80,  1844.)  when  ho  commilled  (he  murder,  his 
iMidlady  stales  that  he  was  seen  by  ber  for  a  few  minntes,  when  he  left  and 
returned  in  about  an  hour,  when  be  bad  the  appearance  of  a  drunken  man- 
She  Udd  him  that  he  had  been  drinking,  which  he  denied.  He  sat  down  oa 
s  chair  and  aaid  :  "  It  must  be  done,"  She  asked  what  must  be  done.  Ho 
repeated  the  words  three  or  four  times,  and  then  fell  asleep.  At  the  end  of  half 
an  hour  she  awoke  him,  and  told  him  that  bia  clean  clothes  had  been  brought 
home.  lie  replied  that  he  should  never  want  them.  Aftor  some  other  ob- 
servations, as  to  Ihe  negleot  of  his  wife,  he  again  loll.  At  about  twanljr 
minutes  before  seven,  he  returned  to  his  roam,  asked  a  persoo  on  the  stairs 
whether  bis  wife  was  ibere,  and  almost  immediately  thereafter  she  heard  a 
little  girl,  who  was  in  tbe  roonk,  screech.  On  entering,  tho  deceased  was 
seen  lying  in  a  reollning  position  by  the  side  of  the  wainsooling,  with  her 
throat  cut,  and  dying.  He  was  standing  against  tbe  ebest  of  drawers  and 
wiping  a  raior.     Un  expostulating  vith  him,  be  said,  "  I  have  done  it  and 
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ftnger,  easily  proYoked,  may  ripen  into  resentments,  sediig 
gratification  in  the  direst  acts  of  riolenee,  perbsps  upon  p» 
sons  wholly  unconnected  with  the  offence.  Snch  trage&i, 
results  of  these  mysterious  workings  of  diseased  minds,  too  oftn 
shock  the  public  with  horror,  and  almost  as  often  are  ascriM, 
by  those  whose  judgment,  education,  and  professional  dstj 
should  preserve  them  from  bias,  to  the  deliberate  wickednei 
of  a  depraved  nature.  If  it  be  asked,  to  what  shall  the  em- 
munity  look  for  protection  against  such  dangers,  and  howabD 
justice  be  enlightened  in  her  duty  when  the  destroyer  of  ham 
life  is  arraigned  for  trial,  let  it  be  answered,  first,  that  in  Ae 
providence  of  God,  human  society  must  probably  ever  remuB 
liable  to  danger  from  this  source,  since  it  can  neither  alviji 
bo  foreseen,  nor  in  every  case  avoided  when  apprehendei 
But  mainly  is  it  in  a  speedy  escape  from  that  ignorance  re- 
specting the  nature  of  insanity  as  a  disease,  and  from  tbt 
absurd  prejudice  against  a  fair  consideration  of  its  merits  u 
a  defence  in  cases  of  imputed  crime  which  now  dishonor  the 
mass  of  all  the  learned  professions,  as  well  as  the  public  at 
large,  that  we  must  hope  to  see  the  first  steps  toward  Bafetj 
and  true  wisdom.  And  until  the  wrongful  prepossessioBS 
which  now  confuse  the  common  judgment  be  removed,  can  it 
be  presumptuous  to  point  to  those  whose  lives  are  passed 
amid  scenes  demanding  constant  study  of  insane  character 
and  interpretation  of  insane  conduct,  as  proper  guides  both  d 
science  and  justice  through  the  obscurity  with  which  popular 
indignation  on  the  one  hand,  and  equally  morbid  pseudo-piii- 
lanthropy  on  the  other,  often  invest  these  cases  ?  Juries,  and 
too  frequently  lawyers  and  judges,  are  apt  to  think  that  pkj- 


I  could  not  help  it."    To  the  constable  who  arrested  him,  he  svd,  **& 
seryeB  her  right :  she  should  not  haye  left  me." 

He  was  thus  eyidently  jealous — and  appears  also  to  hare  been  irriuted  it 
her  not  mending  his  things.  He  had  threatened,  some  time  prerious  to  tki 
murder,  to  beat  her  or  cut  her  throat. 

Ho  made  a  feeble  attempt  to  cut  his  own  throat  immediately  after  tin 
murder.  The  day  after  the  murder,  he  was  dying  Terj  much  and  wished 
he  was  dead.  He  asked  also  to  see  his  child.  An  attempt  was  made  tA 
release  the  prisoner  ft>om  his  sentence,  on  the  ground  of  being  a  mooo- 
naniao,  but  without  suooess.  (Lancet,  June  8,  1844.) 
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gicians  are  swift  to  find  what  they  senrch  for;  ctkaritably  but 
erroneously  acquitting  them  of  aolfish  solicitude  for  their  owil 
reputations  when  deducing  opinions  from  their  observationa. 
But  little,  however,  is  heard  of  a  class  of  cases  in  which  ex- 
pcrts  in  insanity  fail  to  discover  tho  mental  alienation  which 
mortiiied  kindred  and  zealous  counsel  ascribe  to  an  offending 
relative  and  client,  while  their  public  testimony  in  cases  of  an 
opposite  character  is  the  frequent  subject  of  newspaper  denun- 
ciation. Such  obloquy  can  cease  only  with  the  prejudice 
already  alluded  to.  The  medical  witness  must  be  content  to 
encounter  it,  and  in  each  case  to  abide  the  verdict  which  tima 

Iitall  truly  render. 


"Moral  iKejunrr." 


Having  thus  described  the  various  phases  in  which  mental 
alienation  most   prominently  and  frequently  presents  itself 
it  remains  only  to    notice  a  term  applied  by  Dr.  Frichard 
(and  adopted  by  subsequent  writers)  to  certain  cases  of  ii^ 
sanity  characteriaed  mainly  by  perversion  of  the  moral  sentU 
meuts  and  feelings.     Dr.  Becl^,  id  quoting  the  views  of  Dr. 
Frichard,  makes  no  other  comment  than  to  suggest  the  re> 
markable  resemblance  between  moral  insanity,  as  describedf 
and  ordinary  crime.     As  all  that  is  material  on  thia  subject  is 
g^ven  In  the  latter  part  of  Dr.  Beck's  chapter,  I  have  no  other 
remarks  respecting  it  to  make  here,  than  to  express,  as  a  fnea4 
of  tho  insane,  regret  that  there  should  have  been  introducei 
into  the  nomenclature  of  mental  diseases  a  term  which,  how- 
ever appropriate  in  a  strictly  psychological  sense,  has  proved 
most  unhappy  in  its  influence  on  the  interests  of  the  insane, 
and  on  jurisprudence  relating  to  insanity.     It  has  created  ' 
prejudices  in  the  minds  of  jurists  and  among  the  public  at 
large,  which  its  convenience  in  medical  classification  cannot  j 
offset,  and  has  aroused  a  wide-spread  distrust  of  the  loyalty    ' 
of  physicians  to  the  great  conservative  principles  of  publio  i 
safety  and  justice.     Its  ambiguity  should  have  forbidden  itft  ' 
adoption;  for  even  a  large  portion  of  the  medical  profession 
attach  to  the  term  a  meaning  quite  at  variance  with  that  of 
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writers  on  insanity.  It  is  supposed  bj  large  ninnben  of  in- 
telligent persons,  many  of  whom  shonld  know  better,  to  is^ 
a  mere  penrersion  of  the  moral  sense,  not  necessarily  dq»d- 
ent  upon  disease,  uncontrollable  by  the  will,  and  irrentiUj 
impelling  the  individual  to  the  commission  of  any  or  eroy 
offence  specified  in  the  criminal  code. 

This  interpretation  is  in  striking  contrast  with  thit  of 
authors  who  apply  the  term  moral  insanity  to  cases  of  m* 
doubted  mental  derangement,  in  which  disturbance  of  tk 
emotional  or  affective  faculties  constitutes  the  most  prommat 
feature.  But  it  is  sufficient  objection  to  the  employment  of 
this  term  by  physicians,  when  testifying  as  experts  in  cases  of 
alleged  insanity,  that  the  law  does  not  require  of  them  any 
classification  whatever  of  mental  diseases  into  varieties. 

Counsel,  it  is  true,  almost  always  call  npon  the  medical  wit- 
ness to  specify  the  form  of  insanity  exhibited  by  the  indiYidml 
whom  he  may  declare  insane.  But,  assuredly,  the  witnefl 
need  not,  therefore,  stultify  himself  by  proceeding  to  niceties 
of  definition,  which  may  expose  the  most  sagacious  to  damag- 
ing criticism,  and  even  ridicule. 

His  sole  duty  in  these  cases  is  to  state  his  opinion  on  tlie 
general  question,  and,  if  required,  to  give  his  reasons  therefor. 
Dr.  Bucknill,  in  treating  of  this  subject,  has  well  remarked 
that  ^Hhe  role  of  the  physician  is  to  point  out  to  the  magis- 
trate that  which  is  disease  and  that  which  is  not.     The  law 
requires  his  opinion  because  it  recognizes  a  difference  between 
passion  which  is  the  result  of  indulgence,  and  passion  which 
is  the  result  of  disease."*     It  has  already  been  remarked  at 
the  commencement  of  this  chapter,  that  the  division  of  in- 
sanity into  numerous  varieties,  though  convenient  for  purposes 
of  description,  and  also,  to  a  certain  extent,  in  accordance  with 
nature,  is  still  mostly  arbitrary  and  theoretical.     The  law  does 
not  recognize  these  divisions,  and  that  physician  is  a  discreet 
disciple  of  his  science,  who,  when  summoned  by  the  law  to  in- 
terpret phenomena  which  he  is  presumed  to  understand  better 
than  laymen,  endeavors,  in  terms  comprehensible  by  the  com- 
mon understanding,  to  render  clear  a  subject  which  is  but  too 

*  Pijohologioal  Medicine,  p.  880. 
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often  0.  mystery  even  to  the  acutest  bumati  intelUgeDce.  If 
medicol  science  can  nid  the  sacred  cause  of  justice,  and  at  the 
Bame  time  gain  the  respect  and  confidence  of  its  sister  science 
of  jurisprudence,  it  will  be  by  tendering  it  the  deductions  of  its 
experience  with  simplicity  and  directness,  seeking  no  occasion 
to  urge  its  technicalities  upon  the  public  acceptance,  in  oppo- 
sition to  a  general  repugnance,  however  unphilosophical  and 
iTilgar. 

«Xbo  public  do  not  understand  the  term  moral  insanity  as 
■nists  understand  it,  and  the  less  it  is  used  by  medical  wit- 
BBes  the  better.  The  phrase  '* emotional  insanity"  has 
en  suggested  by  recent  able  authors,  as  a  far  preferable 
Eubstitute.  But  this  is  a  question  for  psychological  medicine 
alone.  Until  the  law  assumes  to  classify  insanity,  and  to  pin 
medical  witnesses  down  to  a  single  variety,  in  offering  their 
opinions,  the  broad  ground  taken  by  Dr.  Buckuill — to  point 
out  that  which  is  the  result  of  disease — is  all  that  is  required 
of  him,  and  he  escapes  a  labyrinth  of  confusion  who  contents 
himself  with  this,  comparatively,  simple  duty. 

A  writer  on  moral  insanity,  in  the  American  Journal  of 
Insanity,  April,  1858,  says  in  reference  to  this  part  of  its 
bearing : — 

"If  there  be  any  diaeaw  of  the  body  that  produces  any 
diatinguiehahU  change  in  the  mind,  as  to  any  of  its  faculties, 
powers,  or  affections,  whereby  its  efficiency  to  control  itself  is 
weakened  or  impaired  to  an  extent  that  indicates  the  effect 
of  disease,  either  generally  or  as  respects  any  particular 
faculty,  power,  or  affection,  such  a  change,  produced  by  such 
a  cause,  is  unsoundness  of  mind,  legally  as  well  as  psychologi- 
cally. What  the  law  requires  to  know,  is  simply  the/ac(  and 
the  extent  of  such  unsoundness,  and  its  connection  with  a  par- 
ticular act;  the  psychologist  and  the  moralist  may  go  as  much 
farther  in  their  investigations  as  may  be  necessary  to  satisfy 
their  special  purposes  of  research.  Now-a-daya,  questions  of 
insanity  are  not  passed  upon  by  legal  tribunals  without  a 
hearing  of  experts,  or  those  assumed  to  be  sach.  If  an  ac- 
knowledged expert  will  but  testify  directly,  after  a  due  and 
sofficient  esamiuatioo  of  the  case  of  an  alleged  criminal,  that 
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be  is  intane,  it  matters  not 
itself  througli  the  iotellectua 
it  ia  Btiil  iDsanitij'  in  the  eye  < 
pririJeges  and  immunities  of 
betwixt  north  and  northwes 
one  shade  of  insanity  from 
Buch  matters  in  the  rough;  t1 
all  legal  purposes,  then,  it 
defence  of  moral  intanity. 
frithout  the  adjective  <{ualific 
Bides,  is  too  shadowy,  fluctun 
to  be  6rmly  grasped  by  the  ]; 
fiuitioD  which  is  necessary  ti 
the  law  is  defined  to  be,  and 

Op  fkiqskd  asd 

Medical  men,  from  the  nj 
posed  acquaintance  with  evi 
frequently  summoned  to  exa 
pectod  to  be  insane,  and  an 
declare  their  professional  opii 
majority  of  these  cases  are  < 
of  the  investigation  being  w 
tho  attendance  of  the  physic  1 
order  of  court,  or  solicited  b 

It  is  a  popular  notion  tha 
giving  rise  to  such  demands 
and  alarmingly  on  the  incren 
this  impression,  it  may  be  ai 
prcciation  both  of  a  reasonal 
and  of  experience  and  skill  i 
tban  as  evincing  growth  of 
formidable.  In  either  case, 
tious  physicians  that  medical 
fenders  against  the  shafts  1 
Tulgar  ignorance. 

Unhappily,  another  idea, 
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ligent  as  veil  as  illiterate  classes,  is  far  more  serioua  in  its 
influence,  though  unquestionably  quite  as  erroneouB.  The 
public  mind  is  alarmed  by  the  conviction  that  insanity  is 
frequently  and  easily  feigned  by  offenders  against  public 
order,  with  design  to  escape  the  legal  consequences  of  their 
crimes.  But  in  truth,  such  attempts  are  rarely  made  with 
Beriousnesa  and  persistence,  and  are  then  almost  invariably 
detected.  Some  observation  of  the  class  of  persons  indicted, 
confirmed  by  the  testimony  of  officials  of  public  prisons,  war- 
rants the  belief  that  most  cases  of  simulated  insanity  occur 
among  actual  convicts,  long  habituated  not  only  to  crime,  but 
to  its  penalties,  who  seek  to  deceive  their  custodians,  rather 
with  the  hope  of  evading  work  than  of  attaining  liberty.  The 
usual  routine  of  prison  discipline  soon  proves,  in  most  cases, 
a  radical  cure  for  this  species  of  malingering.  But  these 
cases  are  not  the  source  of  the  popular  grievance,  for  they 
attain  no  wide  notoriety.  The  bias  referred  to,  affects  parties 
awaiting  or  undergoing  trial,  and  is  occasioned,  in  fact,  by 
the  insane  conduct  of  real  lunatics,  provoking  primarily  the 
oppression  of  Jailers,  and  incidentally  the  distrust  and  denun- 
cistion  of  those  whose  views  are  liable  to  be  influenced  by 
prison  officers.  Yet  it  would  be  difBcult  for  the  complainants 
to  point  out  instances  of  successful  imposition  upon  juries,  by 
which  to  substantiate  their  charge.  And  it  might  not  be  un- 
just to  say,  that  the  unwarrantable  use  of  the  plea  of  insanity 
as  a  defence  is  ascribable  more  to  the  false  theories  and  im- 
prudent zeal  of  counsel  than  to  the  simulations  of  the  accused, 
and  that  physicians  find  it  more  difficult  to  remove  the  miscoa- 
c^tions  of  the  former  than  to  expose  the  clomsy  and  incon- 
gruous follies  of  the  latter.  Dr.  Bay,  in  his  valuable  and 
comprehensive  treatise  on  the  Medical  Jurisprudence  of  In- 
sanity, 3d  ed.,  p.  275,  in  commenting  on  this  part  of  his  sub- 
ject, quotes  a  remark  of  that  eminent  Jurist,  Chief  Justice 
Parker,  of  New  Hampshire,  as  follows:  "There  are,  un- 
doubtedly, instances  in  which  this  kind  of  defence  is  at- 
tempted, from  the  mere  conviction  that  nothing  else  can  avail 
—cases  in  which  the  advocate  forgets  the  high  duty  to  which 
a  jfl  called,  and  excites  a  prejudice  against  others  by  attempt- 
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ing  to  procure  the  escape  of  a  criminal  under  this  fidee  pretence; 
bat  each  are  truly  rare,  and  ueuallj  anBuccessfii]/'  (Chiip 
to  the  grand  jury  of  Merrimack  Coun^,  N.  H.,  1888,  qooled 
in  American  Jurist,  vol.  xx.  p.  457.) 

But  when  suspicion  of  simulating  inaani^  attaches  te  i 
party,  how  is  the  question  of  reality  or  falsity  of  meital 
alienation  to  be  solved?  In  very  rare  instances  Uie  pretesdv 
may  possess  powers  of  mimicry  and  of  endurance  lU 
enable  him  to  perplex,  and  possibly  to  deceive,  shrewd  al 
experienced  observers.  Fortunately,  however,  the  large  as* 
jority  of  simulators  have  been  found  to  participate  in  the  pre- 
vailing ignorance  on  the  subject,  and  erroneously  to  imagjie 
extravagant  mania  and  dementia  to  be  the  sole  types  of  ii- 
sanity.  With  this  view,  the  simulator  seeks  to  form  in  Ui 
mind  a  consistent  plan  of  action,  and  then  proceeds  to  oact 
the  part  of  a  maniac  or  idiot.  In  either  case,  he  almost  inn- 
riably  oversteps  the  normal  limit  of  the  condition  he  woald 
imitate,  caricatures  his  jjart,  and  fails  by  excess  of  elabontiQa 
Would  he  be  thought  a  lunatic,  ho  is  noisy  and  incoherent; 
disorderly  and  destructive.  But  his  ravings  and  restksBBen 
are  constriuned  and  premeditated,  and  devoid  of  true  emotioial 
agitation.  With  angry  grimaces  and  fantastic  airs,  he  dih 
owns  and  repels  acquaintances,  and  denies  all  knowledge  of 
occurrences  perfectly  familiar  to  him.  He  makes  absurd  s&d 
irresponsive  replies  to  the  questions  addressed  him,  and  ia 
reading  or  talking  utters  disconnected  words,  entirely  devoid 
of  sense,  instead  of  manifesting  the  appreciable  though  emoe 
ideas  which  flow  from  an  insane  mind. 

The  habits  of  insanity  are  travestied  in  the  same  manner. 
The  simulator  eats  irregularly  or  voraciously,  disarranges  his 
clothes  and  bedding,  and  defiles  his  apartment  and  person. 
But  these  efforts  are  rarely  protracted,  and  any  doubt  of  theb 
true  character  is  ere  long  dispelled.  The  physical  symptoms 
appropriate  to  such  mental  turmoil  are  absent  throughoiit, 
and  a  vigilant  watchfulness  soon  detects  the  natural  effect  of 
physical  exertion  in  the  exhaustion  and  sound  sleep  whidi 
rarely  supervenes  upon  the  boisterous  exaltation  of  acuie 
mania. 
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t>  If  tbe  feigning  prisoner  would  represent  the  rSle  of  demen- 
H  or  idocy,  he  plunges  into  the  utmost  degradation  of  fatuity. 
The  natural  history  of  true  dementia,  as  already  detailed,  and 
the  infantile  origin  of  iodiocy  and  imbecihty,  aa  contrasted 
with  the  brief  existence  of  the  caae  in  view,  mast  afford  the 
basis  of  diagnosis. 

When  chronic  or  partial  insanity  is  sought  to  be  imitated, 
the  uncertainty  may  bo  prolonged,  and  the  skill  of  the  physi- 
cian,  however  great,  may  be  sorely  tried,  perhaps  baffled,  by 
the  ingenuity,  alertness,  and  pertinacity  of  an  accomplished 
mimic.  Avoiding  the  mistake  of  obtuser  intellects,  this  class 
do  not  proclaim  themselves  madmen  by  inviting  attention  to 
their  extravagance  or  stupidity.  But  by  a  deportment  gene- 
rally tranquil,  yet  varied  by  occasional  acts  of  eccentricity, 
and  calculated  rather  to  enlist  the  sympathy  than  to  arouse 
the  animosity  of  their  guardians ;  by  a  habitual  reserve  which 
avoids  offence  and  strengthens  the  effect  of  expreasions  indi- 
cating an  abiding,  hut  not  conspicuous,  delusion ;  and  by  art- 
ful manifestations  of  emotions  not  often  exhibited  openly  by 
hardened  criminals,  theee  more  gifted  rognes  sometimes  outwit 
not  only  tbe  civil  and  medical  officers  of  the  prison,  but  also 
the  vigilance  of  experienced  alienists. 

In  how  few  instances  such  success  attends  even  these  adepts 
in  deception,  the  records  of  our  large  State  hospitals  for  the 
insane  can  show.  To  these  institutions  have  hitherto  been 
consigned  all  persons  acquitted  of  capital  offences  by  reason 
of  insanity,  those  who  became  insane  in  prison  prior  to  trial, 
&nd  those  convicts  who  fall  into  mental  disease  of  an  active 
character  during  their  term  of  imprisonment.  Among  the 
considerable  number  of  such  persona  sent  to  different  Stat« 
lunatic  asylums,  there  have  been  discovered  comparatively  few 
simulators;  yet  it  is  known  that  shrewd  convicts  include  this 
mode  of  procedure  among  their  devices  for  escape,  contem- 
plating, of  course,  a  6nal  elopement  from  ihe  asylum. 

By  a  report  of  Dr.  John  P.  Gray,  medical  superintendent 
of  the  New  York  State  Lunatic  Aaylum,  at  Utica,  it  appears 
that  "during  the  period  of  eight  years,  from  1846  to  1854, 
isty-seren  convicts  were  transferred  to  the  asylum  from  the 
I  Vol.  I.  48 
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Tarions  State  priaons.  Of  thia  number  fonrteen  were  foond 
to  be  aimulatora,  one  of  wbom  had  been  conTieted  of  BtabUi^ 
five  of  burglary,  and  eight  of  grand  larceny.  All  had  kag 
sentences  to  prison.  Three  of  the  number  feigned  manias  and 
the  remaining  eleven  dementia.  Of  the  fifty-three  retl  ctBei 
of  insanity,  forty-one  presented  the  form  of  dementia.  Besida 
these  convicts  sent  directly  from  prisona,  eighty-aix  ^erimiiial 
and  dangerous  lunatics'  had  been  sent  to  the  aaylnm,  by  order 
of  judges  and  justices,  within  a  period  of  fifteen  years.  AmcMg 
these  were  twelve  simulators,  ten  of  whom  feigned  danoitii, 
and  two  mania."* 

Rules  for  the  detection  of  feigned  insanity  have  been  gira 
by  various  writers;  and  Dr.  Beck,  in  former  editions  of  this 
work,  has  enumerated  such  as  were  supposed  most  important 
The  suddenness  of  the  invasion,  the  subsidence  of  symptonu 
when  the  person  thinks  himself  unnoticed,  his  willingness  to 
be  considered  insane,  the  absence  of  prolonged  sleeplessnca, 
and  the  natural  condition  of  the  pulse,  skin,  and  secretioiiB, 
are  mentioned  as  warranting  suspicion  of  deceptive  design. 
Comparisons  with  the  previous  history  of  the  individual,  the 
action  of  medicines  and  charges  of  falsification,  with  thretts 
of  punishment,  are   suggested   as   tests    of   sincerity.     Bot 
each    or   all   of  these   possess   only    a    limited    application, 
and  no  single  test  is  to  be  relied  on  when  the  safety  of  tke 
community  and  the  assertion  of  public  justice  are  invohed  in 
the  result.     It  is  in  the  congruity,  or  the  inconsistency  of  iQ 
the  facts  of  the  case,  viewed  in  the  light  of  the  present  posi- 
tion of  the  party,  which  ought  always  to  suggest  to  the  medical 
witnesses  the  existence  of  a  powerful  inducement  to  simulation, 
that  the  elements  of  a  reasonable  judgment  are  to  be  found. 
It  behooves  the  physician  to  take  adequate  time  to  assure 
himself,  beyond  all  reasonable  doubt,  before  announcing  m 
opinion  before  a  public  tribunal.     Unless  the  evidence  be  con- 
clusive to  his  own  mind,  he  can  neither  aid  the  cause  of  justice 
nor  shed  lustre  upon  his  profession  by  any  other  course  tbn 
to  reserve  his  judgment  and  confess  his  inability,  thus  far,  to 
form  a  satisfactory  opinion. 


*  Journal  of  InB&nitjr,  April,  1858,  p.  881. 
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In  expressing  a  judgment  tho  witness  must  expect  that  the 

8  which  have  led  to  it  will  be  called  for,  either  by  court 

r  connsel,  and  should  be  ready  to  fDrnisb  them,  both  for  the 

enlightenment  of  the  jury  and  as  evincing  appreciation  of  th« 

Bedoueness  of  bis  own  duty. 

^^V  -    With  every  precaution  against   deceit,  and  the  strongest 

^^Hjletermination  to  protect  his  own  reputation  and  the  gener^d 

^^f^elfare,  the  physician  will  at  times  encounter  cases  of  snoH 

obscurity  as  may  successfully  defy  his  sagacity  for  an  indefinitff 

period.     Cases  of  this  kind  have  been  placed,  by  proper  hh- 

thoritj,  in  insane  hospitals,  for  special  observation,  and  nft^ 

months  of  eorveillance  have  still  remained  doubtfnl.     In  thtf 

"Psychological    Medicine,"  of  Drs,  Bucknill  and  Tuke,  th# 

following  interesting  cases  of  this  nature  are  recorded : —       • 

KOf  the  first,  Dr.  Bucknill  remarks:  "The  simulator  was,  iuf 
B  first  attempt,  successful  in  deceiving  ourselves  and  otheA 
edicai  men.  W.  Warren  was  a  notorious  thief,  indicted  at  the. 
evonshire  assizes,  18 — ,  for  felony;  previous  conviction  hafJ 
g  been  proved  against  hiin,  be  was  sentenced  to  transport*' 
in  for  fourteen  years.  Two  days  after  his  trial  he  all  at  ono9 
became  apparently  insane;  ho  constantly  made  howling  noisoB,' 
was  filthy  in  bis  habits,  and  destroyed  his  bedding  imd  cloth' 
ing;  he  was,  however,  suspected  of  malingering,  and  was  dft^ 
tained  in  jail  three  months.  During  part  of  this  time  it  waff 
found  needful  to  keep  him  in  a  strait- waistcoat.  At  length,* 
certificates  of  bis  insanity  were  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  rf  i 
State,  and  he  was  ordered  to  be  removed  to  the  Devon  County  ] 
Asylum.  On  admission  into  this  aeylum,  he  vas  certainly  ] 
▼ery  feeble  and  in  weak  health.  He  had  an  oppressed  and" 
stupid  expression  of  face;  he  answered  no  questions,  but  mut-" 
tered  constantly  to  himself;  he  retained  the  same  position  for* 
tonre,  either  in  a  standing  or  sitting  posture;  he  was  not  dirty 
I  his  habits;  he  appeared  to  be  suffering  from  acute  dementift. 
t  three  weeks  time  he  recovered  bodily  strength,  and  his 
mind  became  gradually  clear.  This  change  was  too  rapid  not 
to  TOggest  the  idea  of  deception,  but  the  previous  symptoms  of 
dementia  had  been  so  true  to  nature  that  we  still  thought  the 
ioeanity  might  not  have  been  feigned.     For  a  period  of  eight 


mouths  be  wae  well  condactei 
Bjmptoms  of  insanity.  At  t 
toTDed  to  the  jail,  to  under^ 
hour  of  his  readmiesioii  witlu. 
affected  with  a  relapse  of  his  tn 
a  period  of  two  years,  this  ini 
lating  mental  diKeaae.  He  i 
walking  to  and  fro  in  his  cell,  1 
aud  sometimes  made  howling 
of  the  prison.  At  times  he 
gether.  He  occupied  himsel 
cell,  or  in  turning  his  bedclot 
for  something.  He  bad  a  vei 
slept  soundly.  For  some  men 
was  cured  by  the  governor  o\ 
pat  into  a  bath  hot  enough  to 
jsmped  out  of  the  bath  with  i 
shown,  and  theuceforth  did  no 
Tieited  him  several  times  in  pi 
opinion  that  his  insanity  was 
uncleanly  habits,  he  maintain< 
which  he  had  adopted  for  Iv 
then  suddenly  gave  way;  he  t 
requested  Mr.  Iloae,  the  govt 
him  as  soon  aa  might  be  to  the 
In  this  remarkable  case,  the  p 
refusal  to  converse  or  to  an; 
truthfulness  of  his  represent 
arrive  at  a  decisive  opinion. 
in  the  first  instance,  and  the 
seoond,  were  inconsistent  witi 
sanity  to  which  he  presented 
opinion,  therefore,  was  formed 
not  upon  any  obvious  inconsis 
"Whether  the  following  cai 
tion,  cannot  yet  be  known;  tl 
perhaps,  hereafter  determine 
convicted  at  the  Devon  EaKte 
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ing ;  previous  oonvictions  having  b&en  proverl,  he  was  sentenced 
to  four  years  penal  servitude.  On  hearing  the  sentence  he  fell 
•down  in  the  dock,  as  if  in  a  6t  of  apoplexy ;  when  removed  to 
iUke  jail  he  was  found  to  he  hemiplegic,  and  apparently  mind^ 
■fees.  He,  however,  did  fiome  things  which  did  not  helong  tO 
dementia  following  apoplexy;  for  instance,  he  was  designedly 
filthy,  and  even  ate  his  own  excrements.  His  insanity  wM 
certified  by  the  surgeon  of  the  jail,  and  by  a  second  medicd 
man,  and  he  was  removed  to  the  asylum.  Notwithstanding 
the  medical  certificates  of  his  insanity,  the  convicting  magis» 
trates,  who  knew  his  character  as  a  burglar  and  criminal  of 
^eat  ability,  thought  he  was  feigning.  Warned  by  them,  we 
examined  him  carefully.  He  had  all  the  symptoms  of  hemi- 
plegia; the  toe  dragged  in  walking,  the  uncertain  grasp  of  the 
hand,  a  slight  drawing  of  the  features,  the  tongue  thrust  to  the 
paralysed  side, — all  these  symptoms  were  present  in  a  manner 
BO  true  to  nature  that,  if  they  were  feigned,  the  representation 
a  consummate  piece  of  acting,  founded  upon  accurate  ob» 

vation.  In  the  asylum,  the  patient  was  not  dirty;  hewaa 
tnnquil,  and  apparently  demented  ;  ho  had  to  be  fed,  dressed 
and  undressed,  and  to  be  led  from  place  to  place;  be  could  not 
be  made  to  speak ;  be  slept  well.  On  the  night  of  the  17th 
•f  August,  1856,  (more  than  a  year  after  admission,)  he 
ited  his  escape  from  the  asylum  m  a  manner  that  con- 

loed  the  magistrates  that  their  opinion  of  his  simulation  wag 
'jnst,  and  that  be  had  succeeded  in  deceiving  some  four  or  five 
medical  men.  He  converted  the  handle  of  a  tin  cup  into  a 
fklse  key,  wherewith  he  unlocked  a  window-guard ;  throu^ 
the  window  he  escaped,  by  night,  into  a  garden ;  from  thencs 
he  clambered  over  a  door,  eight  feet  high,  and  afterwards  over 
B  wall  of  the  same  height.  He  got  clear  away,  probably  joined 
his  old  associates,  and  has  never  been  heard  of  since,  (1858.) 
It  IB  hard  to  s.iy  which  is  the  least  improbable,  a  representa- 
tion of  hemiplegia  and  dementia,  so  perfect  as  to  deceive 
several  medical  men,  forewarned  against  deception — or  the 
escape  of  a  paralytic  patient  by  the  means  described.  It 
niuat  be  remembered  that  the  patient  was  an  accomplished 
housebreaker,  and  that  things  impossible  to  other  lunatics 
might  have  been  accomplished  by  him." 


^_  BOti 

and 
ben 


TfiO 

The  Mowing  CMe  u  taken  from  ike  noto-book  of  tti  vrito 
hftTing  oome  under  hit  perional  obiar?nlioo>-* 

William  B ^  aliaa  Reed,  aged  twenty-dme,  vai  ai- 

mitted  into  the  New  York  Bute  LonstMi  Aeylun,  at  Wm, 
Julj  11th,  1846,  from  the  Stote  Prieon,  m  Clinton  Coa^ 
where  he  waa  undergoing  a  third  impriMinment.  Ha  hi 
alwaya  heen  an  orderly,  indnstriona  prisoner,  eateemad  bjlh 
offioera  aa  a  Tictim  of  Tidona  aaaodatea,  rsther  than a8aaat» 
ally  bad  man,  and  had,  while  working  at  aalk-braidmg  ialh 
priaon,  inTented  a  maohine  whieh  performed  the  labor  of  ej^ 
men,  and  waa  regarded  aa  very  Yaloable. 

The  physician  of  the  prison  wrote,  that  '*B.*a  naaie  im 
not  appear  upon  the  hospital  record  until  last  February,  vka 
he  was  attacked  with  violent  congestion  of  the  brain.   Tk 
usual  depletory  and  reyulsive  measures  were  employed,  mi 
although  he  waa  delirious  for  a  day  or  two,  he  eTentnally  k- 
oorered  his  usual  health.    In  April  he  had  a  aimilar  tttick, 
but  the  same  curative  means  were  not  equally  suocessfiil,  mi 
he  passed  from  violent  delirium  into  a  atate  of  mental  debi%, 
which  soon  amounted  to  idiocy, — speech,  and  indeed  eveiy  &- 
oulty  except  those  of  mere  animal  existence,  being  suspendei 
The  appUcation  of  a  large  blister  to  his  ahaTon  scalp  was  fol- 
lowed by  immediate  improvement  of  his   mental  conditioB, 
until  he  gradually  attained  almost  his  usual  intelligence.   Siioe 
then  he  has  been  slowly  relapsing  into  his  present  state,  wkidi 
is  a  singular  imbecility  of  some  faculties  with  remarkable  ex- 
altation of  others.     His  moral  feelings,  his  benevolence  and 
conscientiousness,  appear  to  be  strongly  excited.    He  resolm 
all  his  associates  and  officers  into  two  different  orders,  the 
< Venus  Clansmen,'  and  the  ^ Pluto  Clansmen;'  the  first  enno- 
bled by  every  virtue,  and  honored  by  all  his  sympathies  of  lofe 
and  respect;  the  latter  debased  by  every  meanness,  towud 
whom  he  exhibits  a  corresponding  hatred  and  contempt.    His 
intellectual  faculties  are  considerably  weakened  and  deranged.** 
There  is  a  little  seemmg  inconsistency  between  this  last 
remark  and  the  imagination  indicated  by  the  theory  of  the 
^^  clansmen;"  but  the  above  extract  sufficiently  shows  that  the 
medical  and  civil  officers  of  the  prison  belioTed  B.  to  be  resUy 
insane,  and  not  feigning. 
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lo  the   asylatn,  he  appeared,  at   first,  listless  and  mdif- 
erent  to  everything  except  the  habits  of  two  domesticated 
Iweatels,  which  he  brought  with  him  from  prison,  and  with   ! 
tvhich  he  played  in  the  manner  of  an  imbecile.     Hie  counte-   ' 
mce  had  the  relaxed  expression  of  dementia  or  idiocy;  the 
Mad  dropped  forward,  the  muscles  relaxed,  the  lower  lip  and   ' 
|»w  pendent,  and  the  saliva  escaping  from  his  mouth.    But  hii 
^^-«yo,  though  slow  in  its  motions,  retained  an  intelligent  look, 
ftnd  at  times  indicated  more  observation  and  interest  than  hia 
general  appearance  would   imply.     At  chapel   he  appeared 
inattentive  to  the  services,  but  an  occasional  smile  seemed  si^ 
nificant  of  more  intcllectnal  activity  than  the  meaningless  one  | 
which  usually  rusted  on  his  features,  and  seemed  the  involuit 
tary  betrayal  of  a  ready  comprehension  and  a  scoffing  incffr 
dulity. 

AfterafewweeksR.  appeared  to  improve  gradnaliy;  became 
more  social  with  other  patients,  ate  heartily,  played  checkers 
with  skill,  and  whist  with  unusual  ability.  lie  wrote  some 
verses,  which,  if  original,  had  at  least  the  merit  of  not  being 
irrational ;  read  books  on  engineering  and  mechanics,  and  ap- 
peared much  improved  in  every  way.  He  still  talked  of  the 
clansmen,  and  naked  if  the  "Venus  Clansmen,"  the  officera 
of  the  prison  who  brought  him  to  the  asylum,  were  soon  com- 
ing back,  saying  that  he  wanted  to  go  with  them.  Throughont 
the  whole  time  he  was  readily  submissive  to  the  usages  of  the 
house,  and  though  not  spontaneously  active,  he  fell,  as  it  were  \ 
mechanically,  into  the  usual  routine  of  the  patients,  and  ¥ 
never  untidy,  noisy,  or  disagreeable  in  his  habits. 

Twenty   days    after    admission,    R.  eloped    from    the    asy*  ] 
Inm.    During  the  previous  afternoon  a  closet  in  an  attondant'e 
room  was  broken  open,  and  a  screw-driver  abstracted  there- 
w  from.    Search  for  it  was  made  in  vain,  and  with  it  R.  remove^   : 

1  the  following  evening,  the  screws  of  an  iron  sash  in  the 
k;reranda  opening  from  the  hall,  and  escaped  with  another  ' 
ntient.  It  was  subsequently  ascertained  that  a  third  patient 
arae  concerned  in  the  plot,  but  did  not  leave,  as  he  had  that 
lay  been  told  he  would  be  discharged  the  same  week,  R., 
towever,  was  considered  the  master-spirit. 
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Two  months  later,  George  H.,  formerly  a  ftDow-friiQMr 
with  B.,  was  admitted  into  the  aaylum,  aad  vilhin  a  fart- 
night  stated  that  he  had  seen  B.  sabaeqaeni  to  the  eseipe  rf 
the  latter,  and  that  B.  "had  told  him  ho  had  been  aasnedkj 
Dr.  Brigham,  superintendent  of  the  aaylnm,  thai  the  gofi 
would  pardon  him  when  suffioiently  restored,  but  that  he 
eluded  to  sare  the  governor  some  troable.*'  Sneh  promise  hi 
been  made  to  B.,  and  it  is  thought  that  H*  could  not  lisis 
learned  it  at  the  asylum.  H.  also  asserts  th«t  B.  was  feigniig 
insanity  throughouty  and  had  once  told  him  in  prison  that  siik 
was  his  design,  in  order  to  be  sent  to  the  asylnm,  whence  h 
could  easily  escape.  This  H.  was  of  deprared  character,  ani 
his  statements  of  no  value  alone,  but  some  circumstances  seensd 
to  verify  them. 

Nothing  was  heard  of  B.  subsequently.  Dr.  A.  Brig- 
ham,  the  medical  superintendent  of  the  asylum,  was  inefined 
to  discredit  H.'s  representations,  and  to  believe  that  S. 
had  really  suffered  an  attack  of  insanity,  from  which  he  vii 
beginning  to  improve  when  brought  to  the  asylum,  and  that 
his  escape  was  a  natural  and  rational  termination  of  coutiIm- 
cence  in  a  professional  burglar. 

The  Gazette  Medicale  Lombarde  reports  the  case  of  a  yonag 
herdsman,  seventeen  years  of  age,  who,  having  violated  a  cliild 
seven  years  old,  killed  her  on  the  spot  by  a  blow  on  the  head. 
When  arrested,  he  stated  that  he  had  been  urged  to  the  com- 
mission of  the  deed  by  the  devil.     On  the  day  following  his 
imprisonment,  this  youth,  who  was  remarkable  for  his  gayetj 
and  intelligence,  was  found  in  a  state  of  almost  complete  im* 
becility,  unable  to  make  a  single  step  without  trembling  and 
crouching  down,  his  head  bent  forward  and  inclined  to  one 
side,  his  speech  incoherent  and  stammering,  not  giving  any 
connected  answers  to  the  questions  put  to  him.      He  did  not 
seem  at  all  conscious  of  the  fate  that  awaited  him.      Two  phy- 
sicians, MM.  Windier  and  Zinck,  declared  the  insanity  feign^ 
upon  the  ground  that  they  had  never  known  such  a  form  of 
the  malady  occurring  suddenly  at  his  age.     The  prisoner  was 
subjected  to  the  closest  surveillance,  but  he  was  in  everything 
consistent  with  his  dUease.    Recourse  was  had  to  stratageiD, 
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his  conch  was  set  on  fire,  water  was  unexpectedly  poured  upoD 
him  through  the  windows  of  his  cell ;  but  he  remained  impas- 
sive  beyond  faint  inarticulate  cries. 

The  phyeiciuns,  nevertheless,  persisted  in  their  opinions. 
Vnien  put  upon  his  trial,  the  prisoner  answered  no  questions, 
seeming  to  doze,  and  preserved,  throughout,  the  same  impaasa- 
bleness.  The  jury  found  him  guilty  of  the  crime,  but  admitted 
his  insanity  in  extenuation.  He  was  condemned  for  three 
years  to  the  house  of  detention.  ^Returned  to  his  cell,  the 
prisoner,  finding  that  he  had  escaped  capital  punishment,  de- 
clared that  he  had  been  perfectly  sane  since  his  arrest,  and 
that  he  had  simulated  idiocy  at  the  suggestion  of  a  fellow- 
prisoner. 

There  are  few  instances  on  record  of  feigned  madness  car- 
ried so  far,  or  persisted  in  for  so  long  a  time  under  the  circum- 
stances. 

Concealed  Innanity.  Attempts  are  sometimes  made  by  in- 
sane persons  in  confinement,  or  deprived  of  the  control  of 
their  property,  to  conceal  their  delusions  or  emotional  perver- 
sions, for  the  purpose  of  recovering  personal  liberty,  or  other 
civil  rights.  These  efforts  must  necessarily  be  rare,  since  the 
large  majority  of  these  unfortunates  are  unable  to  appreciate 
aright  the  relations  existing  between  their  mental  infirmity  and 
the  legal  disabilities  to  which  it  may  subject  them.  But  even 
if  the  individual  comprehend  this  relation,  his  mental  powers 
are  generally  too  much  impaired  by  disease  to  permit  him  to 
withstand  successfully  a  protracted  and  ingenious  examina- 
tion. It  now  and  then  happens,  however,  that  a  patient  con- 
fined in  a  lunatic  hospital  procures,  by  writ  of  habeas  corpuB, 
a  hearing  before  a  magistrate,  and  obtains  his  discharge  from 
custody  despite  the  evidence  of  his  persisting  insanity  given 
by  the  hospital  physician.  The  discharge  is  not  always  based 
upon  the  non-existence  of  mental  disorder,  for,  in  the  State  of 
New  York  at  least,  the  Judge  may  make  such  disposition  of 
the  case  as  shall  seem  to  him  for  the  beat  interest  of  the  peti- 
tioner. Ilemarkflbie  instances  of  successful  deceit  practiced 
Upon  relatives,  physiciuns,  and  courts,  may  be  found  in  various 

tattses  on  medical  jurisprudence.      Each  case,  however,  is 
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peoolisr  to  itself,  and  d« 
the  investigation  of  others. 
that  in  too  many  instances 
insanity  assumes  practical 
disease  is  quite  disregardf 
tbe  sympatliies  or  psyche 
rather  than  by  the  facts 
that,  as  a  general  rule,  thii 
the  safest,  since  the  cour' 
disinterested ;  but  lament 
ensued. 

The  decisions  of  Kew  Y( 
of  the  persons  of  lunatics 
and  impregnable  as  agains 
when  a  commission  de  l\ 
•ssned,  and  a  jury  has  four 
applications  for  the  vacatii 
Beding  an  order  of  guardia 
serious  proceeding,  are  m( 
be  based  upon  satisfactory 
health. 

A  common  and  very  pr 
when  representations  are  i 
of  supposed  lunatics,  is  t( 
hears  and  notes  the  eviden 
amino  the  party  himself,  oi 
pose,  subsequently  reportii 
recommendations  for  the 
With  such  opportunity  fo 
ledge  of  the  person's  ment 
his  civil  rights,  there  is 
interest. 

In  cases  of  suspected  c( 
witness  should,  as  in  those 
tnde  of  examination,  remo 
the  pressure  of  powerful 
and  even  deny  delusions  si 
that  some  insane  persons 
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oally,  in  their  letters,  while  in  conversation  they  nansge,  by 
adroit  explanations  and  hnlf-admisaions,  accompanied  by  plan- 
Bible  ridicule  of  their  former  follies,  to  impress  observers  with 
the  belief  of  their  recovery.  Others  may  write  methodical 
and  rational  letters,  well  calculated  to  convince  even  those 
who  had  known  them  best,  of  their  present  mental  integrity, 
while  their  acts  and  conversation  betray  unequivocal  evidence 
of  inannity.  It  is  important  to  remember,  in  some  cases,  that 
the  mental  condition  of  certain  lunatics  varies  considerably 
at  different  times.  Cases  of  intermittent  insanity  are  common 
in  all  hospitals  for  deranged  persons,  the  intermission  being, 
perhaps,  free  from  other  impairment  of  the  faculties,  save 
general  feebleness  or  inactivity.  A  few  patients  change  de- 
cidedly from  day  to  night;  their  hallucinations  of  vision  and 
bearing  being  chiefly  active  during  the  darkness,  causing  them 
great  agitalion  of  feeling,  but  disappearing  with  returning 
light,  which  enables  them  in  a  great  measure  to  correct  their 
mtaconce]-itions.  Such  cases  arc  not  likely  to  become  subjects 
of  legal  inquiry  from  attempted  concealment  of  insanity,  but 
ihey  may  occur  in  persons  under  arrest,  and  thus  provoke  in- 
dignation, rather  than  dispassionate  investigation,  by  arousing 
suspicions  of  simulation.  There  is  still  another  class  of  casoe, 
in  which,  though  there  exists  neither  inducement  nor  disposi- 
tion to  conceal  the  existence  of  actual  insanity,  the  detection 
of  this  malady  becomes  highly  important.  The  following 
case,  borrowed  by  Dr.  Beck  from  Halford's  Essays,  p.  47,  well 
exemplifies  this  class : — 

"A  gentleman  aent  for  his  solicitor  and  gave  him  instruc- 
tions for  his  will,  telling  him  he  would  make  him  his  heir.  He 
soon  after  became  deranged,  and  was  attended  by  Sir  Henry 
Halford  and  Sir  George  Tuthill.  After  a  month's  violence  he 
was  composed  and  comfortable,  but  extremely  weak,  and  mani- 
fested great  anxiety  to  make  his  will.  This  request  was  at 
last  consented  to.  The  solicitor  received  the  same  instruc- 
tions, drew  the  will,  and  it  was  signed  by  the  physicians  as 
witnesses.  They  inquired  at  the  time  of  executing  it,  whether 
ancb  was  his  intentions,  and  to  each  and  every  question  be 
Bwerod  affirmatively.     After  leaving   the  room,  and  con- 
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yerung  on  the  delioaqj  of  their  sitnatioii,  the  phynoioi  n- 
tarned  and  questioned  the  patient  as  to  the  disposition  of  Ui 
property.  He  recited  the  legacies  correctly,  hut  being  aibi 
to  whom  the  real  estate  was  to  go^  he  answered,  ^to  the  hn^ 
at-law,  to  be  sore/  " 

The  subject  of  the  following  case,  after  being  for  sereni 
months  under  the  care  of  the  writer,  was  transferred  to  » 
other  institution,  with  the  hope  that  change  of  treatment  lal 
association  might  proTO  restorative.     Her  superior  talents  lai 
accomplishments  won  the  ready  sympathy  of  the  matnmrf 
her  new  abode,  and  her  plausible  narrative  soon  induced  tk 
same  officer  to  bring  her  in  communication  with  legal  couud, 
unknown  to  the  physician  of  the   institution.     By  writ  d 
habeas  earpuSy   an  investigation  was   had,    the   lady  beiig 
placed,  pending  it,  in  the  private  charge  of  her  new  fnendL 
Throughout  two  meetings  the  patient  appeared  rational  iid 
composed;  but  the  N.  Y.  Times,  and  other  papers,  of  Januiy 
18, 1857,  contain  the  following  report :   '^  Supreme  Court,  Sp^ 
cial  Term,  before  Judge  Ingraham.     In  the  matter  of  LJW^ 
an  alleged  lunatic,  on  habeas  corpus.     This  case  was  to  ban 
been  continued  at  3  p.m.,  yesterday,  but  owing  to  the  condock 
of  the  lady  since  the  adjournment  of  the  hearing,  it  was  post- 
poned to  Wednesday  next,  and  virtually  abandoned  by  tbe 
parties  seeking  her  release.     From  the  time  of  the  adjonn- 
ment  on  Friday,  until  her  production  in  the  court  yesterdir, 
Miss  W.  had  been  in  the  custody  of  the  former  matron  of 

the  asylum,  (now  suspended,)  and  of  Mr. ,  the  petitionff. 

On  Sunday  they  accompanied  her  to  church,  and  she  appeared 
to  them  sane  until  evening,  when  the  correctness  of  Dr.  Laa- 
sing's  opinion  began  to  appear.  Her  remarks  were  not  con- 
sistent with  the  idea  of  her  sanity,  and  from  that  time  she 
oontinued  to  talk  and  act  in  such  a  manner  as  to  leave  no 
doubt,  even  in  the  minds  of  her  custodians,  of  her  insanitr. 

For  instance,  she  charged  Mr. ,  who  sued  out  the  writ  ol 

habeas  corpus,  with  dishonorable  conduct  or  intentions,  anc 

firmly  believed  those  who  had  caused  her  to  be  taken  befon 

the  court,  with  a  view  to  obtain  her  release,  were  trying  Xi 

destroy  her  by  administering  poison  with  her  food.     In  conr 
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she  titlked  in  the  same  manner.  It  was  the  intention  of  her 
relatives  to  produce  witnesses  who  could  testify  to  her  mental 
derangement,  but  the  evidence  of  her  own  language  and  man- 
ner  were  considered  quite  sufficient  by  all  parties  concerned, 
and  she  was  remanded  to  the  care  of  Dr.  Lansing." 

It  is  pretty  clear  that  had  this  case  been  disposed  of  by  tba 
court  as  summarily  as  have  similar  ones  within  the  cognizance 
of  the  writer,  the  result  would  hare  been  as  deplorable  fof 
the  patient  as  it  proved  in  the  others.  Happily,  the  subject 
of  the  above  case  is  said  by  her  family  to  have  entirely  reco- 
vered a  few  months  after  this  occurrence. 

The  cases  of  concealed  insanity,  derived  by  Dr.  Beck  from 
Dr.  Haslam  and  Lord  Erskine,  are  Still  among  the  most  re- 
inarkable  on  record,  and  deserved  preservation  in  the  succea- 
eive  editions  of  his  work.  Before  inserting  them,  the  present 
annotator  closes  his  contributions  to  thia  chapter.  He  bad 
intended  to  append  to  Dr.  Beck's  cases,  illustrative  of  the 
criminal  jurisprudence  of  insanity,  notices  of  certain  important 
trials  of  later  date.  But  the  space  already  occupied  forbids, 
and  inasmuch  as  the  rulings  and  practices  of  courts,  not  only 
in  the  different  States,  hut  in  the  same  Commonwealth,  still 
vary  with  almost  every  trial,  it  would  be  impossible  to  give  a 
comprehensive  view  of  present  usages  in  this  important  depart- 
ment of  jurisprudence.  Moreover,  to  the  physician  special 
cases  are  of  minor  interest  to  general  principles,  and  both 
physician  and  jurist  know  where  to  seek  them  if  wanted. 

The  invaluable  work  of  Dr.  Ray,  which  is  equally  credit- 
able to  the  author  and  to  our  country,  will  be  found  the  very 
type  of  excellence  as  a  text-hook ;  and  the  American  Journal 
of  Insanity,  a  complete  repertory  of  all  the  most  interesting 
coAcs  of  mental  alienation  which  have  engaged  the  attention, 
of  our  courts  during  the  period  of  its  publication.  The  com- 
prehensive treatise  of  Messrs.  Wharton  and  Stills  is  also  a 
raluahle  compeud  of  the  eatueg  cHebres  falling  within  its  pur- 
view.—D.  T.  B.] 

**An  Essex  farmer,  about  the  middle  age,"  says  Hsalam, 
*'bai(L  on  one  occasion,  so  completely  masked  his  disorder,- 


that  I  wii  indnoed  to  nippoie  Inm  mlly  iHmb  hewfali 
othanrifle.  He  had  not  bam  at  hooM  aMny  Iknb*,  kfan  Mi 
denngement  was  discernible  by  all  tkoae  iriio  eaae  ti  «» 
gratnlate  him  on  the  recovery  rf  his  reaaoiu  Hie  impelwij^ 
and  mischieTooe  dispoeition  daOy  increaainfe  lie  was  sait  tii 
private  mad-honse,  there  being,  at  tliat  time^  no  tschmj  h 
the  hospitaL  Almost  from  the  moment  of  liis  confinwamlh 
became  tranqoil  and  orderly,  bat  remooatnfted  on  the  inJHlNi 
of  his  seclusion. 

'^  Having  once  deceived  me,  he  wiahed  mach  that  my  ofiM 
shonid  be  taken  respecting  the  state  of  his  intdleets,  iel» 
sored  his  friends  that  he  wonld  submit  to  my  detenuinitiga 
I  had  taken  care  to  be  well  prepared  for  this  interview,  If 
obtaining  an  accurate  account  of  the  mmnner  in  whidi  be  U 
conducted  himself.    At  this  ezamination,  he  managed  UbhK 
with  admirable  address.     He  spoke  of  the  treatment  be  U 
received  from  the  persons  under  whose  oare  he  was  Asi 
placed  as  most  kind  and  fatherly ;  he  also  expressed  UssK 
as  particularly  fortunate  in  being  under  my  care,  sad  W 
stowed  many  handsome  compliments  on  my  skill  in  tmtif 
this  disorder,  uid  expatiated  on  my  sagacity  in  perceiTiiig  h 
slightest  tinges  of  insanity.    When  I  irished  him  to  expUi 
certain  parts  pf  his  conduct,  and  particularly  some  extim^ 
gant  opinions  respecting  certain  persons  and  circumstHM^ 
he  disclaimed  all  knowledge  of  such  circumstances,  and  tek 
himself  hurt  that  my  mind  should  have  been  poisoned  so  nok 
to  his  prejudice.     He  displayed  equal  subtlety  on  three  (Ab 
occasions  when  I  visited  him ;   although  by  protractiDg  Ai 
conversation,  he  let  fall  sufficient  to  satisfy  my  mind  that  k 
was  a  madman.     In  a  short  time  he  was  removed  to  the  ki' 
pital,  where  he  expressed  great  satisfaction  in  being  under  ^ 
inspection.     The  private  mad-house  which  he  had  formeilj  a 
much  commended,  now  became  the  subject  of  severe  tniitti' 
version;  he  said  that  he  had  there  been  treated  witheztieBi 
cruelty;  that  he  had  been  nearly  starved,  and  eat»  nptj 
vermin  of  various  descriptions.     On  inquiring  of  some  eoan- 
lescent  patients,  I  found,  as  I  had  suspected,  that  I  waa  u 
much  the  subject  of  abuse,  when  absent^  as  any  of  his  aff- 
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posed  enemies;  although  to  mj  face  his  conduct  was  courteous 

and  respectful.     More  than  a  month  had  elapsed  since  his  ad- 

^puWis^'*")  'Qt'^  ^liB  hospital,  before  he  pressed  me  for  my  opinion; 

^^■Hsbably  confiding  in  his  address,  and  hoping  to  deceive  me. 

^^Hti  length  he  appealed  to  my  decision,  and  urged  the  correct- 

^^Bub6  of  his  conduct  during  con6nement  as  an  argument  foe 

^^Hfa  liberation.     But  when  I  informed  htm  of  ciicumHtanoes  he 

^^■npposed  mo  unnctjuainted  with,  and  assured  him  ho  was  a 

proper  Buhject  for  the  asylum  which  he  then  inhabited,  he 

suddenly  poured  forth  a  torrent  of  abuse;  talked  in  the  most 

incoherent  manner;  insisted  on  the  truth  of  what  he  had  for- 

terly  denied;    breathed  vengeance  against  his   family  and 

Lends,  and  became  so  outrageous  that  it  was  necessary  to 

_  jfder  him  to  be  strictly  confined.     He  continued  in  a  state  at 

unceasing  fury  for  more  than  fifteen  mouths,"* 

Lord  Erskine,  in  his  celebrated  speech  for  James  UadGeld, 
mentions  two  cases  which  are  striking  and  instructive. 

"I  examined,"  says  he,  "for  the  greater  part  of  the  day, 
in  this  very  place,  (the  Court  of  King's  Bench,)  an  unfortu- 
nate gentleman,  who  had  indicted  a  most  afiectionate  brother, 
together  with  the  keeper  of  a  mad-house  at  Iloxton,  for  having 
imprisoned  him  as  a  lunatic,  while,  according  to  his  own  evi- 
^^^encc,  he  was  in  his  perfect  senses,     I  was,  unfortunately, 
^Hj||lt  instructed  in  what  his  lunacy  consisted,  although  my  ia- 
^^Pllrnctious  left  me  no  doubt  of  the  fact;  but  not  having  the 
^^■fflne,  he  completely  foiled  me  in  every  attempt  to  expose  his 
infirmity.     You  may  believe  that  I  left  no  means  unemployed, 
which    long    experience   dictated,   but   without   the  smallest 
^^^Sect.     The  day  was  wusted,  and  the  prosecutor,  by  the  most 
^^■tfeoting  history  of  unmerited  suffering,  appeared  to  the  judge 
^^Hpd  jury,  and  to  a  humane  English  audience,  as  the  victim  of 
£  most  unwonted  oppression;    at   last.  Dr.  Sims  came  into 
court,  who  had  been  prevented  by  business  from  an  earlier 
attendance.     From   him   I  soon  learned  that  the  very  maa 
whom  I  had  been  above  an  hour  examining,  and  with  every 
possible  effort  which  counsel  are  in  the  habit  of  exerting,  be- 
lieved himiself  to  be  the  Zord  and  Saviour  qf  rnankindf  not 
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merely  at  the  time  of  hit  cot 
sary  for  my  defence,  but  dw 
triumphing  over  every  atUvi 
m^nt  of  his  diteate.  I  then 
of  my  ignorant  examinatioD 
ness,  and  said,  with  the  utni' 
face  of  the  whole  court,  '  I  Ai 
ended." 

The  other  etatement  he  de 
tried  the  cause. 

"A  man  of  the  name  of  T 
keeping  him  as  a  prisoner  wl 
the  most  severe  exam!nati< 
without  exposing  hts  oomplii 
upon  the  bench  by  me,  and  h 
was  become  of  the  Princess 
in  cherry-juice,  he  Bhowed 
answered  that  there  was  notl 
been  (as  everybody  knew)  i 
being  debarred  the  use  of  in 
rospondence  but  writing  his 
ing  them  into  the  river  whicli 
Prinoees  received  them  in  a 
no  tower,  no  impriBonment, 
river,  no  boat,  but  the  whole 
morbid  im agination.  I  imm 
field,  "directed  Dr.  Monro 
Wood,  being  a  merchant  ii 
carried  through  the  city  on  h 
Dr.  Monro  over  again,  for  t! 
London,  knowing  that  he  h 
the  Princess  at  Westminster 
"is  the  extraordinary  subth 
when  he  was  cross-examined 
Bucoessively  been  before,  in 
the  ingenuity  of  the  bar,  aE 
could  not  make  liim  say  a 
which  had  put  an  end  to  th 
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liid  Still  the  same  indelible  impression  upon  his  mind,  as  he 
liid  signified  to  those  who  were  near  him;  but  conscious  that 
tiie  delusion  had  occasioned  his  defeat  at  Westmmster,  he 
obstinately  persisted  in  holding  it  back."* 

111.  Of  the  legal  definition  of  a  state  of  mental  alienation^ 

and  the  adJudicatio7i8  under  it. 

In  this  section  I  propose  to  confine  myself  to  such  parts  as 
it  is  important  for  a  physician  to  be  acquainted  with,  in  his 
capacity  as  a  witness. 

The  common  law  of  England  on  the  subject  before  us  is 
thus  expounded  by  Blackstone: — 

**  An  idiot  or  natural  fool/'  says  he,  ^Ms  one  that  hath  no 
understanding  from  his  nativity,  and  therefore  is  by  law  pre- 
Bomed  as  never  likely  to  obtain  any."  But  a  man  is  not  an 
idiot,  if  he  hath  any  glimmering  of  reason,  so  that  he  can  tell 
his  parents,  his  age,  or  the  like  common  matters.f  Over  in- 
dividuals of  this  description  the  king  is  appointed  guardian, 
and  the  lord  chancellor  acts,  under  his  authority,  as  the  con- 
servator of  their  property.  He  also  is  to  provide  for  them, 
and  at  their  death  render  their  estates  to  their  heirs. 

[For  the  matter  of  the  subjoined  note,  I  am  indebted  to 
my  learned  friend  Judge  Hofiman,  of  the  N.  Y.  superior 
court. 

The  custody  of  lunatics  was  not  (in  England)  vested  in  the 
eoort  of  chancery  as  such.  It  was  lodged  in  the  crown. 
That  branch  of  the  prerogative  might  be  exercised  by  any 
officer  the  king  thought  fit.     It  was  ordinarily  delegated  to  a 

*  ThiB  evidence  at  Westminster  was  then  proved  against  him  by  the  short- 
hand writer.  Lord  Eldon,  since  he  has  been  lord  chancellor,  has  mentioned 
l^m  the  bench  a  case  which  occurred  to  him  while  at  the  bar,  also  illastra- 
live  of  the  difficulty  that  occurs  in  such  cases.  After  repeated  conferences 
and  much  conversation  with  a  lunatic,  he  was  persuaded  of  the  soundness  of 
Ma  understanding,  and  prevailed  on  Lord  Thnrlow  to  supersede  the  commia- 
don.  The  lunatio,  however,  immediately  afterwards,  calling  on  his  counsel 
to  thank  him  for  his  exertions,  convinced  him  in  five  minutes,  that  the  worst 
thing  that  he  could  have  done  for  his  client  was  to  get  rid  of  the  oommis- 
sion.  (Vesey  Junior^s  Reports,  vol.  zi.  p.  11;  ex  parte  Holyland.) 

f  BUckstone't  Commentariea,  toL  i.  pp.  802,  804. 
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great  officer  of  state,  bat  not  peceaeaffly  to  tlie  keeper  of  fte 
great  seal.  A  irarranty  nnder  the  aign  maiiiial,  wu  !iia% 
delivered  to  the  lord  chancellor  or  the  lord  keeper,  oa  b 
coming  into  office.* 

Bat  the  right  of  the  cro?m  to  the  management  and  coetnl 
of  lanatics  and  their  estates,  did  not  commence  antil  the  fat 
ing  of  the  inquisition  of  lanacy.  The  method  of  ascertaiiag 
whether  the  party  were  a  lanatic,  was  a  petition  to  the  kri 
chancellor,  suggesting  the  lunacy,  and  verified  by  alidiiitL 
This  application  is  made  to  the  chancellor,  not  as  chaacJki, 
but  as  the  person  having,  under  the  eapecial  warrant  of  h 
crown,  the  right  to  exercise  the  duty  of  the  crown  to  tib 
care  of  those  who  cannot  take  care  of  themaelTea. 

''The  truth  is,"  says  Mr.  Justice  Story,  ''that  tke  Id 
chancellor  acts  merely  as  the  delegate  of  the  crown,  and  ezo^ 
cises  its  personal  prerogative  S3  parens  patrue  in  chanoeiy^ht 
not  as  a  court  of  equity." 

At  the  Revolution,  the  people  succeeded  to  all  the  dvtia 
and  prerogatives  of  the  crown,  and  at  a  very  early  poiil 
they  delegated  their  authority  in  this  matter  to  the  chanedhr. 
The  successive  statutes  that  were  passed  upon  this  solgea 
were  substitutes  for  the  king's  sign  manual  to  each  lord  chia- 
ccllor  or  lord  keeper. 

It  is  upon  this  basis  that  the  jurisdiction  in  our  State  is 
most  clearly  and  most  safely  vested,  and  the  express  dekgir 
tion  of  the  authority  of  the  State,  as  to  the  custody  of  the 
persons  and  estates  of  lanatics,  involves  the  right  of  jadiciilly 
ascertaining  who  are  such. 

Under  the  constitution  of  1846,  the  powers  which  iCR 
reposed  in  the  chancellor  of  State  are  now  vested  in  4f 
judges  of  the  supreme  court  in  their  several  districc- 
C.  R.  G.]t 

^' A  lunaticj  or  non  compos  mentis,  is  one  who  hath  had  un- 
derstanding, but  by  disease,  grief,  or  other  accident,  hathlo!( 
the  use  of  his  reason.  A  lunatic  is  indeed  properly  one  tto 
hath  lucid  intervals;  sometimes  enjoying  his  senses,  and  some 
times  not,  and  that  frequently  depending  upon  the  change  of^ 

*  Shclford  on  Lunacy,  p.  167.  f  See  4  Duer,  p.  618. 
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moon.  But  under  the  general  name  of  non  compoi  mentig, 
(wliich  Sir  Edwitrd  Coke  says  is  the  most  legal  name,)  are 
comprised  not  only  lunaticE,  but  persons  under  phrensies,  or 
who  lose  their  intellects  by  disease;  those  that  grow  deaf, 
dumb,  anil  blind,  not  being  born  so;  or  such,  in  short,  as  are 
judged  by  the  court  of  chancery  incapable  of  conducting  their 
own  affairs."*  Over  such  the  crown  is  also  guardian,  but  in 
a  different  manner,  as  the  law  supposes  that  these  accidental 
misfortunes  may  be  removed,  and  therefore  he  or  hia  special 
delegate,  the  lord  chancellor,  acts  only  as  a  trustee,  and  pr&- 
aerves  the  property  for  the  use  of  the  insane  person,  until  he 
be  restored  to  reason. 

Of  late  years,  however,  a  new  term  has  been  introduced  in 
legal  adjudications,  and  it  is  important  to  trace  its  origin,  and, 
if  poasible,  to  fix  its  meaning.  I  refer  to  the  phrase  uruound- 
V£is  of  mind. 

Lord  Chancellor  Eldon  was,  I  believe,  the  first  who  gave  it 
a  distinct  placo  among  the  legal  varieties  of  mental  alienation, 
and  the  question  of  Jte  existence  has  been  a  fruitful  source  of 
litigation.  To  appreciale  the  changea  occasioned  by  its  intro- 
duction, it  will  be  BufGcient  to  refer  to  the  opinions  of  various 
chancellors  of  England.  Lord  Hardwicke  held  that  unsound- 
nesa  of  mind  imported  not  weakness  of  understanding,  but  a 
total  deprivation  of  sense.  It  was  thus  equivalent  to  the 
terra  insanity.f  Lord  Eldon,  however,  says:  "Of  late,  the 
question  has  not  been  whether  the  party  is  insane,  but  the 
court  has  thought  itself  authorized  to  ibsuo  the  commission  de 
lunatico  inqwirendo,  provided  it  is  made  out  that  the  party  is 
aoable  to  act  with  any  proper  and  provident  management,  lia- 
ble to  be  robbed  by  any  one;  under  imbecility  of  mind,  not 
strictly  insanity,  but  as  to  the  mischief,  calling  for  as  much 
protection  as  actual  inaanitj."J  And  this  opinion,  according 
to  the  commentary  of  Mr.  Shclford,  imports  that  the  party  is 
in  lome  luch  state  of  mind  at  is  contradiatinguithed  from 

*  BlackgiODC,  Tol.  i.  p.  304. 

t  Be  dMiDod  il  equi^atenl  to  the  term  non  eampoi  mmtu,  uid  itii  DM, 
rnoBotiiid  mind  muBt  bo  understood  ■  depraiity  of  reuon,  or  want  of  it, 
M  not  mers  wealuiM*  of  mind. 
la  Vwfy  Junior'a  ReporU.  p.  07 ;  Ridgw.y  i-.  D«rwm. 
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idioejf  and  from  luna^j  and  yet  such  as  makes  him  a  piopcr 
sabject  of  a  commissioD.  All  the  cases  decide  that  mcRns- 
bedlitj  will  not  do,  and  that  incapacity  to  mansge  affiuniill 
not  do,  unless  such  imbecility  and  such  incapacity  amoimt  to 
evidence  that  the  part^  U  of  WMfiund  nwnd^  and  the  jwyfai 
him  to  be  eo.* 

In  a  subsequent  case,  the  attempt  of  a  jury  to  speciij  Ik 
conditions  that  in  their  opinion  constitated  the  unaoandBCi 
of  mind,  was  defeated.  Their  verdict  vras,  "that  the  patj 
was  not  a  lunatic,  but,  partly  from  paralysis  and  partly  bm 
old  age,  his  memory  was  so  much  impaired  as  to  render  Ua 
incompetent  to  the  management  of  his  affairs,  and  ood» 
quently  that  he  was  of  unsound  mind,  and  had  been  60  fir 
two  years,  "t  Lord  Lyndhurst  quashed  this  inquisition,  ud 
ordered  a  second  commission,  which  found  the  person  to  be  of 
unsound  mind.^ 

As  to  what  is  the  legal  acceptation  of  this  term,  I  will  quote 
the  sentiments  of  an  eminent  barrister,  Mr.  Amos,  late  ?ro> 
fessor  of  Medical  Jurisprudence  in  the  University  of  LondoB: 
^^This  state  of  unsoundness  of  mind,  in  the  legal  sense  of  tk 
present  day,  is  perhaps  not  very  easy  to  define;  for  its 
neither  lunacy,  idiocy,  imbecility,  or  incompetency  to  manaje 
a  person's  own  affairs.  And  yet  we  have  seen  that  an  ioqiu- 
sition  finding  a  person  unfit  to  manage  his  own  afTair&ui 
therefore  not  sound  of  mind,  has  been  found  bad.  The  tern 
unsoundness  of  mind,  therefore,  in  the  legal  sense,  seems  t^ 
involve  the  idea  of  a  morbid  condition  of  intellect  or  loss  i 
reason,  coupled  with  an  incompetency  of  the  person  to  manis? 
his  own  affairs."  And  again:  ^^Sou7uInes8  of  mind  is ^le^ 
term,  the  definition  of  which  has  varied,   and  cannot,  era 

♦  Shelford,  p.  87. 

f  4  Russers  Chancery  Reporta,  p.  182.  In  re  Holmea.  Th«  Rer.  )b 
Holmes  was  seTenty-aeyen  years  old.  Two  medical  men,  (Drs.  PenniiifUi 
and  Arnold,)  who  had  examined  and  conyersed  with  him,  considered  himk 

a  state  of  dementia,  denoted  by  decay  of  the  thinking  faculty mental  inbe 

cility  and  great  want  of  memory,  and  they  deemed  him  unfit  for  the  DtB^^ 
ment  of  his  pecuniary  affairs.  It  was  on  this  testimony  that  the  first  verdki 
was  rendered.  (Medioo-Chirurgical  Reyiew,  toI.  xii.  p.  244.) 

X  A  legal  friend  has  suggested  to  me  that  probabi j  Lord  Lyndhurst*!  fl^ 
Jection  was  to  the  argomentatiye  nature  of  the  Terdiot. 
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in  the  preaent  daj,  be  stated  with  a-nything  like  scientific  pre- 

i»-  Mr.  Shclford,  the  author  of  a  recent  very  elabor&te  treatise 
■h  the  law  of  luuatica,  makes  the  following  observations: 
P^t  is  to  be  lamented  that  the  original  meaning  of  the  term 
'unsound  mind'  should  have  been  departed  from,  and  that  bo 
much  uncertainty  and  latitude  should  have  been  given  to  it, 
as  are  implied  by  the  words  of  Lord  Eldon.  For  if  unsound 
id  docs  not  mean  a  deprivation  of  reason,  but  a  degree  of 
kkness,  and  the  crown  can  issue  commisBions  to  try  whether 
party  be  of  sufficient  understanding  to  manage  himself  and 
his  affairs,  that  is  such  a  vague  and  uncertain  ground  for  in- 
quiry, as  will  open  a  door  to  invade  the  liberty  of  the  subject 
and  the  rights  of  property."t 

Notwithstanding  these  objecliona  by  gentlemen  of  the  bar, 
the  term  remains  a  part  of  the  English  law,  and  is  already 
,tura1!2cd  into  our  own  jurisprudence.  In  the  Revised  St*- 
'B  of  the  State  of  New  York,  it  is  enacted  that  the  judges 
the  supreme  court  shall  have  the  care  and  custody  of  all 
its,  lunatics,  perions  of  unsound  mind,  and  habitual  drunk- 
ards.^ -Ag^i'^)  >''  is  ordained  that  every  person  capable  of 
holding  land,  except  idiots,  pertont  of  unaound  mind,  and 
'  nts,  may  alienate  it.§     It  is,  therefore,  of  great  import- 


as  a] 

Kini 
>al 


»  LODilan  Mpdicul  OatcKe,  to!  »111.  pp.  419,  421. 

f  Bbelford,  p.  G.     Mr.  Slmk,  »  Ute  English  legal  writer  on  inesnity,  fully 

I  in  the  difficultj  produoed  hy  [be  intToduelioti  of  (hie  tenn,  and  an- 

«  his  Ireiliee  "On  the  Law  of  A'-rn  Compolrt  JfenCii." 

J  RoTised  Stnliiles,  toI.  i.  p.  52.     II  is  also  in  use  in  Pcnnajlvnnia.    Aah- 

sRiportt,  p.  g2.    In  the  matter  of  O'Brien,  a  luDiIJe.    In  Ulinoia  and 

*  Hampshire,  the  term  •'dutratted  ptrton"  it  aged  in  their  statutre  lo  ex- 

tate  of  insanity.  (ReTined  Lava  of  IlUnaii,  1S33,  p.  832;  Digested 

rs  of  New  nampehire.  1S30,  p.  33;i.) 

I  Eetised  Stntulci.  lol.  i.  p.  719.     ncfore  Iheee  diitinet  enaetoiEnls.  tt 

Vld  not  appear  to  have  been  ent<>rt»ined  by  our  rourla.     In  Jackion  ex 

^.  Caldwell  c  King,  the  lupreDie  oenrt  said  that  idioti,  lunatics,  or  pei^ 

R  tompai,  are  alone  pereons  incnpnbte  of  conlractiDgj  and  of  suoh 

alaD«,  till.  «ince  the  KeToiutton,  did  eien  the  court  of  chancery  entertain 

;uri«dlotion.     "  It  does  not  follow  that,  beeauee,  according  to  the  modero 

doctrine  of  the  oourt  of  obaneery,  one  would  be  tlie  proper  sul^ccl  of  a  com- 

it  nature  of  a  writ  dt  lunaii(o  ingmrmdo,  that  his  acts  are  void  or 

bble  in  a  eonrt  of  law."  (Cowen'a  Eeporta,  toL  it.  p.  207.) 
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anoe  that  medical  men  and  lawyers  shoold  agree  on  flome  defi- 
nite meaning  to  be  applied  to  it,  and  I  know  none  better  Am 
that  soggested  in  the  following  extract.  It  is  dedneed  ftm 
the  current  of  decisions. 

After  remarking  that  the  terms  insanity,  lunacy,  vnaomij- 
ness  of  mind,  and  imbecility  are  employed  under  Terj  diier 
ent  acceptations,  by  lawyers,  phyrioians,  and  medical  writm, 
the  critic  continues :  ^*And  in  consequence,  witnesses  hare  ofia 
seemed  to  differ  widely  from  each  other  in  their  eridence,  vba 
in  fact  the  chief  difference  between  them  consisted  in  de 
meaning  that  each  attached  to  the  vague  and  unscientiiic 
terms  sanctioned  by  the  practice  of  the  courts.     These  incoo- 
Teniences  have  been  abundantly  felt  on  many  recent  occasions, 
and  appear,  in  particular,  to  have  been  the  origin  of  the  chief 
difficulties  experienced  in  the  late  Portsmouth  case.    In  d^ 
fence  of  our  medical  brethren,  and  in  justification  of  the  avk- 
ward  appearances  they  have  made,  we  may  safely  maintain 
that  the  source  of  confusion  does  not  lie  with  them.    This  bae 
been  clearly  shown,  we  think,  in  a  letter  addressed  a  few 
months  ago,  by  Dr.  Haslam  to  the  lord  chancellor,  on  accomt 
of  certain  opinions  lately  expressed  by  his  lordship,  with  ^^ 
gard  to  the  different  states  of  mind  which  may  justify  the 
issuing  of  a  commission  of  lunacy.     His  lordship  seems  to 
hold  that  there  are  three  such  states — idiocy,  lunacy,  and  nn- 
soundness  of  mind.     The  meaning  of   the   term  Idiocy  can 
never  be  mistaken.     The  word  Lunacy  has   also  a  definite 
meaning,  different  from  that  in  which  it  was  originally  used, 
and  now  comprehends  all  those  who  have  once  been  sound  in 
mind,  and  who  still  possess  the  power  of  reasoning,  though  on 
imaginary  or  false  principles.     But  as  to  the  term  Unbound- 
ne$8  of  mindy  as  contradistinguished  from  lunacy  on  the  one 
hand  and  from  idiocy  on  the  other,  we  confess  that,  like  Dr. 
Haslam,  we  are  unable  to  form  a  clear   conception  of  it 
*  Whatever,'    says   the   chancellor,   *may  be   the    degree  of 
weakness  or  imbecility  of  the  party  to  manage  his  own  affairs, 
if  the  finding  of  the  jury  is  only  that  he  was  of  an  extreme 
imbecility  of  mind,  that  ho  has  an  imbecility  to  manage  his 
own  affairs,  if  they  will  not  proceed  to  infer  £rom  that,  in  their 
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finding  upon  oath,  that  be  is  of  uusouDd  miml,  they  have  not 
established,  by  the  result  of  their  inqniry,  a  case  id  which  ths 
chancellor  can  make  a  graot  constituting  a  committee,  either 
of  the  person  or  of  the  estate.  All  the  cases  decide  that 
mere  imbecility  will  not  do,  unless  that  imbecility  and  that  in- 
capacity to  manage  bis  affairs  amount  to  evidence  that  be  ia 
of  unsound  mind,  and  he  must  be  found  to  bo  so.'  On  care- 
fully considering  these  expressions,  we  imagine  this  untound- 
neu  of  mind  to  be  nothing  else,  in  strict  language,  than  int* 
baoilitt/,  amounting  to  an  inahility  to  manage  one's  affairi,  » 
state  which  is  precisely  a  minor  degree  of  idiocy,  and  need 
j^t  be  distinguished  from  it,  except  as  a  mere  variety."* 
Ij^  "It  is  satisfactory,"  says  a  late  English  writer,  "to  be  able 
%fi  &dd  that  a  recent  enactment  has  put  an  end  to  much  of  the 
ambiguity  which  thus  prevailed  respecting  weakness  of  intel- 
lect. The  statute,  William  IV.,  chap.  00,  relative  to  trustees 
and  mortgagees,  has  introduced  a  power  to  issue  a  commission 
of  lunacy  in  all  cases  where  an  individual  is  'incapable  of 
managing  his  affaire,'  although  be  bo  neither  proved  to  be  an 
idiot  or  a  lunatic. "t 

The  methods  of  proving  a  person  an  idiot  or  non  compos, 
or  of  unsound  mind,  arc,  in  every  important  particular,  alike. 
^nt  in  the  first,  a  writ  is  issued  to  inquire  into  the  state  of 
person's  mind,  and  the  question  of  idiocy  ia  tried  before 
escbeator  or  sberiff,  by  a  jury  of  twelve  men;  while  the 
two  last  have,  of  late  years,  been  examined  by  a  commission, 
in  the  nature  of  the  writ  de  idiota  inquirendo,  and  a  jury  is 
summoned  by  the  persons  appointed  commissioners.^  If  the 
lult  of  the  commission  be  a  return  that  the  individual  is  ft 


Dr.  Mor- 


Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  JournU,  toI.  xi 
I  (2d  ediiioQ,  p.  28,)  pretieiiu  ILe  following  defiaii 
nlBneDt  la  eicaae  tko  commieraoD  of  oritne,  ia  marked  by  deluBion^ooB* 
fiMad)  idaaa  of  imagination  with  Ihosa  of  realil; — Ihosc  of  reSeotion  witk  ! 
thoaa  of  lenialiDn — and  misiKk^B  liie  one  far  Lh«  oiher.  A  vrak  mind  <Iiffert  ' 
from  K  Birong  one  in  tlio  eitent  and  pow^r  of  its  fBcuttles ;  but  unlesii  there 
b*  daluniua,  it  in  nut  coniiidered  uudound."  These,  howeTer,  it  mait  bo 
FMolleeleil,  are  midv-al  deGoilioDs,  and  differ  icidel;  from  the  meuning  ot 
Iha  terms  in  legal  parlance. 

am  Cominia,  Londan  Mod.  Giuetle,  Tot.  lii.  p.  8S1. 
"  J  IliBhinoiB  on  the  Law  of  Idioe;  and  Lunacj,  pp.  20,  21. 
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lanfttioy  ha  ii  then  oommitted  to  the  ean  of  tvlon  or  gw^- 
diufl^  who  are  atyled'  his  eofnmdCei. 

Shonld  the  indifidnl  reeorer,  the  ehanoeHor  miit  beirti- 
to  supersede  the  oommiMion ;  aad  <m  hcioring  of  fli^  fc 
riiould  attend,  that  he  amy  be  inqMOiad  in  psMs; 
aad  it  is  also  usual  for  the  physieian  to  Attsndy  or  to  nsksa 
affidavit  that  he  i$  peffedfy  ree&oer^^ 

In  eases  of  this  deseription,  (oiTil  as  contnidist  ingiaM 
from  criminal  ones,)  the  important  queaCkniy  aa  haa  bea  idi 
stated  by  Dr.  Conolly,  for  the  phjaicnaa  to  dadde  is,  mkAr 
er  not  the  d^partwre  from  mmnd  fmmd  he  qf  a  aafsn  li 
juiiifjf  the  canjlnement  qf  the  indwiduai^  er  ike  impomtimif 
rettrab^  upim  him  a$  regarde  the  iias  or  diapoeal  of  hufn- 
pertyff  TIus  is  the  point  on  which  the  reputation  of  lUKf 
phjBicians  has,  of  late  years,  been  nesorly  wrecked.  I  il 
menticm  one  or  two  cases  that  have  excited  great  attentioa  a 
England,  and  which  are  well  worthy  of  eonaideration. 

Edward  Dayies  was  bom  in  low  circumatances,  and  hid  « 
extremely  imperfect  education.  He  was  noticed  at  sehod  u 
being  very  shy  of  his  companions,  bat  was  not  considend 
stupid.  He  commenced  business  as  a  tea-dealer,  and  by  in- 
dustry and  attention  to  his  business,  acquired  property;  bit 
his  early  habits  continued,  and  he  was  so  habitually  anxiov 
and  nervous,  that  the  night  before  the  great  tea  saJes  tt  the 
India  House,  he  could  not  sleep.  He  was  subject  to  dyspqtsi, 
and  even  inclined  to  hypochondriasis.  Finding  himself  abo 
deficient  in  education,  he  endeavored  to  acquire  infonnttioa 
by  reading  what  he  took  to  be  the  best  authors,  and,  is  ii 
natural  with  such  persons,  was  very  vain  of  showing  off  bit 
late  acquisitions,  particularly  in  the  way  of  spouting. 

It  appears  that  his  mother,  even  at  his  advanced  period  of 
life,  (twenty-seven  years,)  exercised  a  complete  sway  over  him. 
She  would  not  allow  him  to  carry  any  money  in  his  pocket, 

*  Highmore,  p.  78. 

t  Or,  to  put  it  in  another  point  of  rieir,  the  physician  and  the  jmy  tn 
**to  determine,  not  tke  mere  existence  of  a  mental  qffeetion^  but  the  limit  at  whA 
that  affection  begint  to  deprive  the  individual  of  the  power  of  proper  eeff-direetim; 
and  at  which,  ther^ore,  it  becomet  the  duty  of  the  law,  and  of  the/Hend$,  te  d^ 
imfor  hit  protection.**  (Medieo-Chimrgioal  Reriew,  toL  rri.  p.  612.) 
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nor  to  spend  the  most  trifling  sum  without  her  advice  and  per- 
mission. He  dared  not  go  to  the  play,  or  leave  the  house 
for  a  few  hours,  without  asking  her  consent ;  and  indeed  she 
turned  him  out  of  his  shop  if  he  displeased  her.  Foreseeing 
that  if  he  married,  she  would  be  displaced  from  the  manage- 
ment of  his  house  and  concerns,  she  prevented  him  from 
seeing  young  females. 

He  made  many  attempts  to  emancipate  himself  from  this 
control,  by  offering  large  sums  of  money  if  she  would  leave 
him ;  but  they  were  all  rejected.  His  health  became  more 
and  more  affected;  and  Mr.  Lawrence,  to  whom  he  applied 
for  advice,  found  his  look  ¥rild  and  his  manner  hurried.  He 
nsed  much  gesticulation,  and  expressed  a  strong  antipathy  to 
his  mother  and  several  relations,  whom  he  supposed  were  com- 
bining against  him.  Mr.  Lawrence  considered  him  of  unsound 
mind,  but  that  the  antipathy  to  his  mother  was  the  chief  delu- 
sion. The  disease  would  be  removed  if  he  could  be  reconciled 
to  her. 

About  this  time,  his  mother  placed  him  under  the  care  of 
Dr.  Burrows,  against  whom  it  appears  he  entertained  a  strong 
aversion.  He  now  consulted  Dr.  Latham  on  the  subject  of 
his  supposed  insanity.  In  the  conversation  with  that  physi- 
cian, he  used  much  gesticulation  and  theatrical  gestures;  was 
apprehensive  that  any  one  should  hear  the  narrative;  spoke 
of  his  wealth,  and  occasionally  quoted  Byron  and  Shakspeare. 
He  repeatedly  insisted  on  Dr.  Latham's  opinion  whether  he 
was  insane,  and  threatened  vengeance  if  he  did  so  think. 
Dr.  Latham  was  inclined,  from  this  interview,  to  doubt  his 
sanity. 

Mr.  Davies  shortly  after  left  his  house  and  lodged  at  an 
inn,  where  hb  appearance  was  wild,  and  he  awoke  the  servant 
in  the  night,  with  an  idea  that  there  were  thieves  in  the  house. 
He  was,  however,  soon  reassured,  and  went  to  sleep. 

He  was  soon  after  confined  in  a  private  mad-house,  and  this 
confinement  led  to  an  application  for  his  release.  Several 
physicians  examined  him,  (Sir  George  Tuthill,  Dr.  Monro, 
Dr.  Macmichael,  and  Dr.  Sutherland;)  and  the  majority 
being  of  opinion  that  he  was  of  unsound  mind,  the  chancellor 
granted  a  commission. 
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The  testimony  adduced  was  prmeipally  what  hu  been 
already  stated.  The  state  of  his  affections  was  mach  dnb 
on  as  a  proof;  so  also  his  having  porchaaed  acme  propertf it 
an  eztravagant  rate.  He  expressed  much  indignation  at  )m 
confinement,  but  was  calm  and  correct  in  his  conTersatioiL  h 
tamed  out  on  the  trial  before  the  comnuBsion,  that  at  tkefoj 
time  when  he  was  about  being  confined,  he  gave  directions  ii 
to  his  business,  and  was  indeed  consulted  by  the  very  pomi 
engaged  in  the  application  relatiye  to  the  conduct  of  thstbn- 
ness.  The  result  of  the  commission  was,  that  Mr.  Dma  nu 
restored  to  his  liberty  and  property. 

It  is  well  remarked  by  the  author  from  whom  I  am  quoting, 
(and  who  I  believe  was  Dr.  Gooch,)  that  Davies  was  slwija^ 
and  probably  would  continue  to  be,  what  we  usually  call  a 
man  of  weak  mind;  but  he  had  capacity  sufficient  for  inaking 
money ;  was  inoffensiye  in  his  habits,  although  eccentric,  and 
absolutely  indulged  in  no  delusion,  unless  antipathy  to  Us 
mother's  government  was  so  considered,  which,  if  his  histoij 
had  been  properly  inquired  into,  it  never  would  have  been.  The 
important  rule  evidently  deducible  from  the  whole,  is  to  ascer- 
tain the  person's  natural  character,  and  to  reason  from  that 
as  to  deviations."*"  '^The  true  standard,"  says  Sir  A.  Coombef 
*^is  the  patient's  own  natural  character,  and  not  that  of  the 
physician  or  the  philosopher.  It  is  the  prolonged  departme, 
without  an  adequate  external  cause,  from  the  state  of  feeling 
and  modes  of  thinking  usual  to  the  individual,  when  in  health, 
that  is  the  true  feature  of  disordered  mind." 

[From  an  examination  of  the  testimony  in  this  case,  I  cob- 
fess  myself  unable  to  see  that  Dr.  Gooch  was  too  severe.  One 
of  these  doctors  thought  Davies  insane  because  he  spoke  in- 
dignantly of  the  way  he  had  been  treated  by  his  family ;  also, 
because  he  learned  to  box,  and  bought  a  fowl  for  ten  shillings, 
and  said  "  that  he  could  weep  over  his  little  rabbits.     Another, 

*  Quarterly  Review,  vol.  xlii.  p.  845.  The  observations  of  Dr.  Gooch  on 
the  testimony  of  some  of  the  medical  witnesses  arc  frequently  too  severe. 
They  could  only  judge  from  what  they  witnessed;  and  though  we  mij 
reoogniie  the  correctness  of  the  abstract  principle,  that  they  should  ht^e 
thoroughly  informed  themselves,  yet  this  is  more  easily  recommended  than 
ioeomplished. 
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r  because  be  would  not  a^mlt  that  he  v&s  insane,  and  becanse 
,  ke  had  bought  an  estittc  for  UOOO  guineas,  which  thi-  doctor 
I  deemed  unsuitable  to  hta  circumstances,  though  he  (the  doc- 
I  tor)  did  not  know  what  thoso  circumstances  were !  Another 
I  thought  Dalies  insane,  from  his  manner  of  complaining  of 
l^e  dirty  habits  of  the  keepers!  Now,  if  it  was  not  easy 
'  ftoroughly  to  inform  themselves,  it  certainly  was  very  easy 
Ho  say  that  they  were  not  sufficiently  informed  to  giro  an 
!  opinion. — C.  R.  G.] 

Misa  Bagster,  a  young  lady  of  fortune,  ran  away,  in  1832, 

with  Mr.  Newton.     An  application  was  made  by  her  family  to 

dissolve  the  mamage,  on  the  ground  that  she  was  of  unsound 

mind.     The  facts  urged  against  her  before  the  commissioners 

I  vere,  that  she  had  been  a  violent,  self-willed,  and  passionate 

['Ohlld;    that  this  continued   as   she  grew  up;    that  she  was 

I  totally   ignorant   of  arithmetic,   and   therefore   incapable  of 

feking  care  of  her  property;    that  she  had  evinced  a  great 

fondness  for  matrimony,  having  engaged  herself  to  several 

persons,  and  that,  in  many  respects,  she  evinced  little  of  the 

I  delicacy  becoming  her  sex.     Dr.  Sutherland  had  visited  her 

^Amit  times,  and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  she  was  incapable 

l-#f  taking  care  of  herself  or  of  her  property.    She  bad  memory, 

Imt  neither  judgment  or  reasoning  power.     Dr.  Gordon  did 

not  consider  her  capacity  to  exceed  that  of  a  child  of  seven 

years  of  age.     Several  non-medical  witnesses  who  had  known 

I   her  from  infancy,  spoke  of  her  extremely  passionate,  and  oc- 

I'Msionally  indelicate  conduct.     On  her  examination,  however, 

rltefore  the  commiBsioners,  her  answers  were  pertinent  and  in 

ft  proper  manner.     No  indelicate  remark  escaped  from  her. 

Pra.  Morrison  and  Haalam  had  both  visited  her,  and  were  not 

disposed  to  consider  her  imbecile  or  idiotic.     She  confessed 

and  lamented  her  ignorance  of  arithmetic,  but  said  that  her 

grandfather  sent  excuses  when  she  was  at  school,  and  begged 

tiist  she  might  not  be  pressed.      Her  conversation  generally 

Bpressed  these  gentlemen  in  a  favorable  manner  as  to  her 

^Jiity. 

The  j'H'y  brought  in  a  verdict  that  Miss  Bngstor  had  been 

laound  mind  since  November  1,  1830,  and  the  marriage 

1  conseqtiently  dissolved. 
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becomes  of  non-saac  memory,  execntion  ehall  be  stayed.  If 
there  be  any  doubt  wbetber  the  person  be  compoB  or  not,  tbis 
aball  be  tried  by  a  jury.  And  if  be  bo  so  found,  a  total  idiocy, 
or  absolute  insanity,  excuses  from  tbe  guilt,  and  of  course  from 
the  punishment  of  any  criminal  action  committed  under  such 
deprivation  of  the  senses :  but  if  a  lunatic  hath  lucid  inter- 
vals of  under Handinff,  he  shall  answer  for  what  he  does  in 
those  intervals,  as  if  he  had  no  deficiency."* 

The  French  law  makes  similar  provisions.  "It  is  neither 
a  crime  or  an  offence,  if  the  accused  was  in  a  state  of  insanity 
{d4mence)  at  the  time  of  committing  the  action. "f  And  even 
in  the  remaining  particulars  it  is  practically  the  same.  In 
the  case  of  a  person  who  had  committed  murder  and  aftcr- 
wtirds  became  insane,  the  judgment  was  suspended  indefinitely. 
The  procureur-gcneral  stated  that,  although  tliis  principle 
was  not  expressly  adopted  in  the  French  code,  yet  it  Traa 
contained  in  the  70th  article  of  a  projet  of  a  criminal  code, 
submitted  for  discussion  in  1804,  and  that  this  justified  the 
course  adopted. J 

The  law  at  present  in  force  in  the  State  of  New  York  is 
similar  in  most  particulars  to  the  English.  The  [judges]  have 
the  care,  and  provide  for  the  safe  keeping  of  all  idiots  and 
lunatics,  and  of  their  real  and  personal  estates,  so  that  they 
and  their  families  may  be  properly  maintained.  [They  are] 
also  empowered  to  dispose  of  and  reguluto  their  property  under 
certain  restrictions,  and  should  the  lunatic  recover,  hia  pro- 
perty is  to  bo  restored,  but  should  the  idiot  or  lunatic  die,  it 
goes  lo  lis  heirs  or  next  of  fcin.§ 

Two  or  more  justices  arc  also  allowed  to  cause  to  be  appre- 
hended and  kept  safely  in  custody  any  persons  who,  by  lunacy 
or  otherwise,  are  furionsly  mad,  or  are  so  far  disordered  in 
their  senses  that  they  may  be  dangerous  to  be  permitted  to  go 
abroad.  This  provision  does  not,  however,  restrain  or  abridge 
the  powers  of  the  chancellor,  or  prevent  any  friend  or  relative 


I    *   BI»okB(onc,  Tol.  IT.  p.  24. 
[   t  <^<«l"  P<in«l.  art.  M. 

t  C»u«e«  C*Ubrw  par  Hiy*ii,  voL  tL  p.  310. 

{   Reviwd  LdTS,  ToL  L  p.  147;  BeTi»ed  Slatulei 
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of  the  lanatios  from  taking  them  under  their  own  can  and 
protection.* 

The  mode  pursued  of  proving  s  person  a  lonatie  or  i&t  ii 
to  make  an  application  to  the  [judges,]  who  appomt  ttm- 
miBsioners  to  inquire  into  the  fact,  and  they  aummon  a  jnj 
to  try  it,  and  by  their  verdict  [the  judge]  is  guided.  He  mij, 
however,  and  has  directed  an  iasue  to  try  the  aUegatioa  of 
lunacy  in  the  circuit  court-f 

On  the  petition  of  a  Innatio  to  supersede  the  eommissioB,  it 
may  either  be  referred  to  a  master,  to  take  proof  thereon,  aid 
examine  the  lunatic,  and  to  report  the  proofs  and  his  opiiuis 
— or  the  lunatic  is  directed  to  attend  in  court,  to  be  examioed 
by  the  chancellor  4 

As  to  criminal  cases,  the  broad  principle  of  want  of  reflpoo- 
sibility  is  laid  down.  ^^No  act  done  by  a  person  in  a  state  rf 
insanity  can  be  punished  as  an  offence,  and  no  insane  penoD 
can  be  tried,  sentenced  to  any  punishment,  or  punished  for 
any  crime  or  offence  which  he  commits  in  that  8tate/'§   Sone 

*  ReTised  Laws,  toI.  i.  p.  IIG;  ReTised  Statutes*  toI.  i.  p.  685. 

f  In  the  matter  of  Wendell,  a  lunatio.  (Johnson's  Chancerjr  Reports,  toLL 
p.  600.) 

I  In  the  matter  of  Hanks,  a  lunatio.  (Johnson's  Chancery  Reports,  toI  in. 
p.  667.) 

A  case  farther  illustratiTc  of  this,  ocoorred  in  1836  before  the  sopreme 
court  of  Massachusetts,  which  has  the  powers  of  chancery. 

Andrew  C.  DaTidson,  confined  in  the  State  Lunatic  Asylum,  was,  at  }a 
own  request,  brought  up  on  a  writ  of  kabeat  corpus,  and  the  superinteBdeBt 
summoned  to  show  cause  of  detention. 

Mr.  Davidson  was  a  well  educated  man,  aged  forty-fiTc,  and  had  bees 
esteemed  amiable  and  intelligent,  but  became  embarrassed  in  his  circuB- 
stances,  and  finally  intemperate.  His  insanity  consisted  in  fahe  htmtf. 
He  supposed  that  his  tenant  used  insulting  language,  and  this  delusion  ex- 
tended to  his  family.  He  became  very  passionate,  and  particularly  to  thoR 
who  denied  that  they  heard  the  noises  of  which  he  complained. 

He  was  sent  to  the  hospital  in  1834 ;  was  discharged  ;  appeared  well,  bttt 
the  illusion  returned,  and  he  was  again  confined.  He  now  persists  in  be- 
licTing  that  these  sounds  are  transmitted  through  a  great  extent  of  space, 
and  deems  his  own  organs  more  perfect  in  hearing  them.  On  all  other  sub- 
jects he  is  rational  and  intelligent.  No  one  would  suspect  his  insanitT  vbea 
with  strangers.  The  court  remanded  him,  not  deeming  it  safe  that  he  be  at 
large,  especially  with  reference  to  those  by  whom  he  supposes  himself  injured 
and  insulted.  (Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  toL  xiT.  p.  352.) 

{  RsTised  Statutes,  toL  iL  p.  697. 
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Special  provisions  have  also  been  recently  enacted.  If  anj 
convict,  after  he  ib  eentenced  to  the  punishment  of  death,  shaJl 
become  insane,  the  Bberiff,  with  the  concarrence  of  the  circuit 
judge,  shall  summon  a  jury  of  twelve  electors,  to  inqaire  into 
the  same;  an<t  he  must  give  notice  of  this  inquiBition  to  the 
district  attorney,  who  can  subpirna  witnesses.  If  found  in- 
sane, the  sheriff  shall  transmit  the  inquisition  to  the  governor, 
who  can  order  the  execution,  in  case  the  convict  recovers.* 

If  a  convict  in  a  county  prison  becomes  insane,  he  is  to  be 
transferred  to  the  superintendents  of  the  poor,  and  if  one  in  a 
State  prison,  he  may  be  removed  to  the  New  York  Lunatic 
Asylum,  at  the  expense  of  the  State.f 

In  other  States,  where  no  separate  equity  jurisdiction  exists, 
the  examination  and  guardianship  of  these  individuals  is  usually 
confided  to  high  judicial  tribunals,  or  to  officers  specially  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose. 

The  common  law  of  England  is,  however,  generally  the 
gnide  by  which  civil  and  criminal  cases  are  decided  in  this 
country.  It  is  the  basis  on  which  oar  statute  laws  are  founded, 
and  it  is  hence  important  tliat  its  peculiarities  be-  distinctly 
understood. 

The  moat  striking  are  the  distinctions  that  are  made  be- 
tween civil  and  criminal  cases.  The  reader  has  doubUen 
already  observed  that,  in  the  latter,  the  testimony  of  others  Ib 
sufficient  to  establish  the  insanity  of  the  prisoner.  But  under 
a.  writ  de  lunatieo  inquirendo,  as  happens  in  civil  cases,  the 
supposed  insane  is  usually  brought  before  the  commission  and 
jary,  to  be  examined  by  them,  and  to  satisfy  tbeni  as  to  his  or 
her  state. 

In  the  instance  of  Lady  Kirkwall,  for  example,  of  undoubted 
insanity,  but  whoso  case  was  one  of  property,  the  commissioa 
spent  fight  entire  days  in  this  inquiry.^  How  different  the 
proceeding  is,  when  the  indinduat  is  accused  of  crime,  need 
not  be  mentioned. 

There  is  a  still  more  striking  distinction.  If  a  lunatic  be 
perfectly  recovered,  and  not  otherwiee,  his  property  is  to  be 

»  BeflB«d  Sulutes,  toI.  it.  p.  n5e.  f  it,i<l..  pp.  TSfl,  771. 

I  Lgndon  Med.  OuclU,  tvX.  xvii.  p.  810. 
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reitored  to  him.*  BiitinerinuiuJ  oMMyif  liaezUbitiilHtf 
tntoral of  anderataading,  he  maj  be  pnnieliad  for  aeticHh 
mitted  during  its  presence^  in  the  Bame  inanner  m  a  mi|«> 
son  is  punished.  It  will  henoe  be  proper  to  oJEbt  a  ftvioirii 
on  what  is  understood  b j  a  hioid  interraL 

The  term  itself  is,  with  great  appeannoe  of  ptdbdsE^ 
supposed  by  Dr.  Haslsw  to  be  oonnected  with,  and  ongmk 
from,  the  ancient  iheoiy  on  the  subject  of  Itmocy.  The  pstial 
became  insane,  as  was  siq^posed,  at  particular  dumgesof  tti 
moon ;  and  the  inference  was  natural  that,  in  the  intermig 
spaces  of  time,  he  would  be  rationaLf  Thia^  howetcr,  ii  ai 
opinion  long  since  abandoned.  Obserrera  hare  repeateilf 
noticed  that  the  access  of  the  paroxyams  has  no  oonneeliia 
with  the  phenomenon  in  question ;  and  our  author  ezpnaif 
states  that  he  kept  an  exact  register  for  more  than  two  jtm, 
but  without  finding  in  any  instance  that  the  aberrations  of  tk 
human  intellect  correspond  with,  or  were  influenced  bj,  die 
vicissitudes  of  the  moon.  Esquirol  obserrea  that  in  respe^ 
to  lunar  influence,  he  cannot  confirm  the  long  preTalent  opt- 
ion. The  insane,  he  adds,  are  certainly  more  agitated  dJMil 
the  full  moon,  but  so  they  are  about  daybreak  every  monang. 
Hence  he  conceives  the  light  to  be  the  cause  of  the  incressed 
excitement  at  both  these  periods.  Light,  he  asserts,  frightoi 
some  lunatics,  pleases  others,  but  agitates  all.]; 

If,  then,  the  theory  on  which  the  term  is  founded,  and  tbe 
practical  deduction  from  it,  are  both  incorrect,  what  are  we  to 
understand  by  the  term  itself  at  the  present  day,  in  legal  pro> 
cecdings?  I  answer  this  by  some  quotations  from  the  writings 
of  distinguished  advocates  and  enlightened  physicians. 

Daguesseau,  one  of  the  greatest  names  in  French  jurispn- 


*  In  ex  parte  Atkinson,  in  the  matter  of  Parkinson,  the  jury,  under  s 
mission  of  lunacy  against  Parkinson,  returned  "that  the  said  T.  ParkinsiB, 
at  the  time  of  taking  this  inquisition,  is  a  lunaUe,  eigoying  lucid  intcmh, 
and  during  such  lucid  intervals  he  is  competent  to  the  gOTemment  of  him- 
self and  the  administration  of  his  own  affairs."  The  lord  chancellor  (Eldfla) 
refused  on  this  to  grant  a  committee,  and  issued  a  new  oommission.  (Jacob*! 
Chancery  Reports,  toI.  i.  p.  888.) 

f  Haslam  on  Madness,  p.  214. 

{  Medioo-Chirurgieal  Reriew,  toI.  L  p.  261. 
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dence,  thus  defines  it :  ^^  It  must  not  be  a  superficial  tranquillity, 
a  shadow  of  repose ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  a  profound  tranquillity, 
a  real  repose;  it  must  be,  not  a  mere  ray  of  reason,  which  only 
makes  its  absence  more  apparent  when  it  is  gone ;  not  a  flash 
of  lightning,  which  pierces  through  the  darkness  only  to  render 
it  more  gloomy  and  dismal;  not  a  glimmering  which  unites  the 
night  to  the  day ;  but  a  perfect  light,  a  lively  and  continued 
lustre,  a  full  and  entire  day,  interposed  between  the  two  sepa- 
rate nights  of  the  fury  which  precedes  and  follows  it :  and,  to 
use  another  image,  it  is  not  a  deceitful  and  faithless  stillness 
which  follows  or  forebodes  a  storm,  but  a  sure  and  steadfast 
tranquillity  for  a  time,  a  real  calm,  a  perfect  serenity;  in  fine, 
without  looking  for  so  many  metaphors  to  represent  our  idea, 
it  must  be  not  a  mere  diminution,  a  remission  of  the  complaint, 
but  a  kind  of  temporary  cure,  an  intermission  so  clearly  marked 
as  in  every  respect  to  resemble  the  restoration  of  health.  So 
much  for  its  nature. 

^^And  as  it  is  impossible  to  judge  in  a  moment  of  the  quality 
of  an  interval,  it  is  requisite  that  there  should  be  a  sufScient 
length  of  time  for  giving  a  perfect  assurance  of  the  temporary 
re-establishment  of  reason,  which  it  is  not  possible  to  define  in 
general,  and  which  depends  upon  the  different  kinds  of  fury; 
but  it  is  certain  there  must  be  a  time,  and  a  considerable  time. 
So  much  for  its  duration.'** 


*  Highmore  on  the  Law  of  Idiocy  and  Lunacy,  p.  6.  In  further  noticing 
this  subject,  he  remarks  that  **much  of  the  difficulty  of  discriminating 
arises  from  confounding  a  tentihle  action  with  a  lucid  interval.  An  action 
may  be  sensible  in  appearance,  without  the  author  of  it  being  sensible  in 
fact;  but  an  interval  cannot  be  perfect,  unless  you  can  conclude  from  it  that 
the  person  in  whom  it  appears  is  in  a  state  of  sanity.  The  action  is  only  a 
rapid  and  momentary  effect;  the  interval  continues  and  supports  itself:  the 
action  only  marks  a  single  fact;  the  interval  is  a  state  composed  of  a  suo- 
eession  of  actions."  And  again  :  *'  If  it  was  true  that  a  proof  of  some  sen- 
sible action  was  sufficient  to  induce  a  presumption  of  lucid  intervals,  it  must 
be  concluded  that  those  who  allege  insanity  could  never  gain  their  causa, 
and  that  those  who  maintain  the  contrary  could  never  lose  it;  for  a  cause 
must  be  Tcry  badly  off,  in  which  they  could  not  get  some  witnesses  to  speak 
of  sensible  act  ions.  A  reasonable  action  is  an  act ;  an  interval  is  a  state : 
the  act  of  reason  may  subsist  with  the  habit  of  madness ;  and  if  it  were  not 
so,  a  state  of  folly  could  neyer  be  proTed."  (Pothier*8  Treatise  on  the  Law 
of  Obligations,  toI.  ii.,  Appendix  19,  p.  670;  London,  1806.) 

Vol,  I.  60 
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"To  determine  the  cxistoi 
Bays  PerciTal,  '*the  teatimoi 
quired  in  courts  of  Ian.  T 
is  only  to  bo  decided  by  reil 
Every  action,  and  even  gest 
lously  watched;  and  he  sho 
different  times,  that  may  ii 
false  impresEtons  under  whi 
employed  occasionally  in  bi 
likely  to  renew  his  wrong 
duce  no  recnrrence  of  insai 
be  regarded  as  legally  eomp 
though  he  should  relapse  a 
mer  malady,"" 

"I  should  define,"  says  1 
complete  recovery  of  the  p 
repented  exnminations  of  1 
ohserration  of  his  conduct, 
Buperintenilent  to  form  a  ( 
who  is  to  examine  the  stat 
qnainted  with  his  peculiar 
ceived ;  because,  wanting  i 
clue  to  direct  his  inquiries, 
immediately  intrude  their 
sometimes  such  a  high  de^ 
that  when  they  have  any 
will  affect  to  renounce  thoa 
judged  inconsistent ;  avd  it 
ditnembled  their  regentment 
occurred  of  grat^ying  tkeii 

*  ParoWal'i  Medical  Eiliios,  p. 

f  Haalam  oa  Mkdnen,  pp.  46  oi 
sach  an  opinioD  ui  foUoirs;  "Son 
iniknit;  u  >  luoid  mleTTsl;  that 
ia  ihe  rcduelw  ad  ainirif  un ;  for  n 
Ihst  inicTTBlt  ot  taiiilj  da  ooeur, 
in  full  pooBcaBiou  of  bit  fneutlieal 
lion  BR  &  few  houTB.  or  a  day,  or  I 
returos,  il  id  obriouily  the  coalia 
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IrLord  Thorlow  Kas  also,  with  great  cleaniess,  stated  what 
mid  be  the  state  present  to  constitute  an  actual  lucid  inter- 
"By  a  perfect  interval,"  soys  he,  "I  do  not  mean  a 
cooler  moment,  an  abatement  of  pain  or  violence,  or  of  a 
higher  atate  of  torture — a  mind  relieved  from  excessive  pres- 
sure ;  but  an  interval  in  which  the  Kiind,  having  thrown  off  the 
disease,  has  rocovored  its  general  habit," 

"The  burden  of  proof,"  he  odds,  "attaches  on  the  party 
alleging  such  lucid  intervals,  who  must  show  sanity  and  com- 
petence at  the  period  when  the  act  was  done,  and  to  which  the 
lucid  interval  refers,  and  it  is  certainly  of  equal  importance 
that  the  evidence  in  support  of  the  allegation  of  a  lucid  inter- 
val, after  derangement  at  any  period  has  been  established, 
should  he  as  strong  and  demonstrative  of  such  fact  as  where 


not  sdtnit  ih&I  TeTers  hare  perrecl  inlermiBsioDsT  But  do  we  pronounce  llie 
pBtient,  ibereforc.  freed  from  his  insuiilj  1  Tbamse  WHUb  describeR  k  lacid 
inlGrrnl  a'i  a  porrect  returo  of  a  Bound  miail  during  (lie  internuMian,  or  bd 
loeg  ui  (he  mania  ccusfs?  nnil  tliis,  In  toy  opinion,  is  an  accarute  defini- 
licin,"  fBuiTOWB'  ComiDpntBrieB  on  Insiiiiily,  p.  280.) 

Id  canrormil;  to  llie  sbore,  are  ilie  observations  of  l>r.  Bnj.  Tlic  laaid 
tulcrraln  in  inBanilj',  he  obBerves,  are  with  grosl  justice  resomblBd  to  (he 
intormUsioiit  in  intermit  I  cut  fiver,  or  the  periods  betwcpn  tbe  uttaalcB  of 
cpileplie  fit!!,  Tht'  patient  siill  lubors  under  tljo  ili^en^c,  nlthougb  (lie  lead- 
ing Bjmptom  ia  for  the  time  abBenI,  He  therefore  condempii  the  loo  broad 
BBBertioD  of  Dr.  llaslaTn.  During  Ihese  perioda  of  apparent  reason,  there  ll 
a  iveakneBB  of  mind  remaiuing,  or  what  Dr.  Combe  stjles  an  irritabilitj  of 
the  brain.  Ab  to  the  oommiaaion  of  crime  during  the  lueid  interval,  Dr.  Raj 
remarka  Ibat  crimes  are  generallj  the  result  of  momenlarj'  eiciCenient,  pro- 
duced by  sudden  provocalions.  Thcso  proTocalioiiB  put  an  end  (o  Ihe  lem- 
portrj  oufe,  by  ImniediDtcly  reproducing  thai  pathological  oondilion  of  the 
brain  called  irritation ;  and  this  irritation  ia  the  easential  cause  of  mcoiat 
derangement,  which  sbBolvce  from  all  Ihe  legal  consequencee  of  crime.  The 
conclusion  from  this  ia,  that  ve  oiiglit  nrrer,  j'trhapt,  to  convkt  Jot  a  trn'mi 
eommilltd  ditring  Ihe  tacid  iatenal.  The  difference  between  a  person  in  the 
lucid  interval  and  one  who  has  never  been  inaano  is,  that  while  in  the  latter 
the  paBsi^ns  are  excited  to  the  highest  degree  of  which  the;  are  capable  in 
a  Blale  of  health,  though  still  more  or  less  under  bin  ooulcol,  they  produce 
in  Ihe  former  a  palhologioal  change,  which  deprives  him  of  everything  Ukt 
moral  liberly.  (Ray'i  Med.  Juriep.orinaanitj,  chap.xiv.:  A mericMi  Jurist, 
rot.  rriii.  p.  300  ) 

OrSU  aaja  {Le^onE,  M  edil.,  vol.  i.  481,)  thai  in  maniacs  alone  are  tbtrn 
inlervuls  of  reaBon,  and  Iheee  are  frequenlly  very  regular,  daily,  weekly,  or 
moDlhlj.  Monominlft  boa  Ihem  not.  The  patient  ia  cured  w he d  the  in' 
flnsDM  of  the  mling  Idea  is  o' 
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the  object  of  the  proof  k  to  ettiUiA  derH^gemaiit  1l«eri- 
dence  m  such  a  case,  applying  to  stated  intervals,  oa^ti|i 
to  the  state  and  habit  of  the  penon,  mnd  not  to  the  ifrirfcifcl 
interview  of  any  individual,  or  to  the  degree  of  adf-pOMMi 
in  any  particular  act"* 

*  Brown's  Chuioery  Catw,  toL  UL  pp.  448,  444.     n«  Atloraiy  0—1 
V.  Pamther.    Lord  Sldon  hit,  howerert  inllmaiad  Us  iWsiarttiia^  flat 
Lord  Tharlow*8  propotidoa.  {&  fmi$  Holland,  Vgwij'i  BtpOTt^idri. 
p.10.)   In  a  lt€  (July  20, 182S,)  trill  in  ehanasij,  li»  hM  Hffl  ■unip^ 
avowad  hia  oppoaition  to  it.    Tha  fdlowiag  are  stated  ta  kcwa  boa  Ik 
worda:  "With  regard  to  what  might  be  a  liftdid  ialcrval*  it  waaapdiStf 
Bome  diffienltj.    He  could  noTer  go  tha  lengtli  of  Lord  Thvriow,  ia  tkca 
of  Barker.    (This  is  tha  oaae  quoted  aboro,  Attomej-GoBatal  a.  FanAa) 
Tha  noble  lord  waa  of  opinion  that,  if  the  axlateaeo  of  iaaaiiitj  wm  a« 
aatabliahed,  tha  eTidanoa  of  a  lueid  interval  ought  to  bo  aa  olear  as  ikifr 
denoe  in  support  of  the  lunacy.    He  remembered  putting  the  matter  tfaa  a 
Lord  Thurlow:  *I  have  aeen  you  axeroiaing  the  datiea  of  Und  dbmedhr 
with  ample  auffioiency  of  mind  and  underatanding,  mnd  with  tha  |mSS 
abiUty.    Now  if  ProTidenoa  should  affliet  yon  with  a  Ibvar,  which  MUi 
have  the  effect  of  taking  away  that  sanity  of  mind  for  a  oonaidenblitia^ 
(for  it  does  not  signify  whether  it  is  the  diaeaaa  iaaanity,  or  a  fbier  Alt 
makes  you  insane,)  would  any  one  say  that  it  required  ao^  vcrj  itiai 
aTidenoe  to  show  that  your  mind  waa  restored  to  the  power  of  |i infamy 
auoh  an  act  as  making  a  will — an  act,  to  tha  performnaoe  of  which  spam 
of  ordinary  intelligenee  is  competent  ?*    Hia  lordahip  obaerred,  npea  tk 
case  of  Mr.  Cogland :  He  waa  a  person  who  liyed  in  Prince'a  Street,  QdKi 
Road ;  and  a  fire  happening  in  his  house,  he  waa  taken  oat  of  a  twe-piirtf 
stairs  window.    It  had  auoh  an  effect  upon  him,  that  he  beeame  insaae.  Bi 
afterwards  made  his  will  in  a  house  kept  by  a  person  who  had  the  csittf 
lunatics.    His  will  was  precisely  according  to  what  he  had  pieTioaiiyt<U 
Mr.  Winter,  the  bank  solicitor,  he  had  intended  to  make.     He  had  stated  a 
him  what  proTJsions  he  had  made,  and  what  he  intended  to  make,  sad  Ui 
will  was  in  conformity  with  what  he  had  so  stated  of  hia  ideas  of  jsitia 
The  will  was  contested,  on  the  ground  that  it  waa  not  made  dnriagslBai 
interral ;  but  the  delegates  were  of  opinion  that,  as  it  waa  a  will  cffetfisf 
the  Tory  purposes  he  had  before  expressed,  it  was  a  good  wilL    For  Ika 
reasons,  he  could  not  agree  in  the  doctrine  of  Lord  Thurlow." 

In  the  matter  qf  Parkituony  a  lunatic  (Albion  newspaper  of  the  7th  of  S«f 
tember,  1822,  extracted  from  an  English  paper.)  In  the  courae  of  the  plod- 
ings,  it  was  mentioned  that  Dr.  Powell,  an  eminent  phjaician  in  London. lad 
for  many  years  secretary  to  the  commissioners  for  licensing  mad-bo8ici> 
held  there  vhu  no  tueh  thing  at  a  lucid  interval,  (in  the  ordinary  aeceptatiot  «f 
the  term,  I  presume.)  Dr.  Powell  probably  holda  the  aame  opinion  thst  Dr. 
Haslam  does. 

'*Hoffbaur,  after  stating  that  during  a  lucid  interval  a  Innatie  ought  tote 
held  responsible  for  his  actions,  and  to  be  astetaiad  able  to  make  1^  m** 
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On  the  other  hand,  somewhat  differing  from  the  above  opin- 
ions, Sir  John  NichoU,  in  a  late  decision,  observes:  ''Nor  am 
I  able  exactly  to  understand  what  is  meant  by  a  'lucid  inter- 
val,' if  it  does  not  take  place  when  no  symptom  of  delosion 
can  be  called  forth  at  the  time.  How,  but  by  the  manifesta- 
tion of  the  delusion,  is  the  insanity  proved  to  exist  at  any 
one  time?  The  disorder  may  not  be  permanently  and  alto- 
gether eradicated — it  may  only  intermit — ^it  may  be  liable  to 
return,  but  if  the  mind  is  apparently  rational  upon  all  sub- 
jects, and  no  symptoms  of  delusion  can  be  called  forth  on  any 
subject,  the  disorder  is  for  that  time  absent,  there  is  then  an 
interval,  if  there  be  any  such  as  a  lucid  interval.  It  may 
often  be  difScult  to  prove  a  lucid  interval,  because  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  ascertain  the  total  absence  of  delusion."'*' 

Such,  then,  is  the  construction  attached  to  the  term  lucid 
interval  in  civil  cases,  but  its  signification  is  narrowed  down 
in  criminal  ones.  Lord  Hale,  with  reference  to  these,  makes 
a  distinction  between  total  and  partial  insanity ;  by  the  first, 
he  understands  a  perfect  form  of  the  disease ;  and  by  the  last, 
the  presence  of  so  much  reason  and  understanding  as  will 
make  the  individual  accountable  for  his  actions.  It  is  allowed 
by  all  commentators  "that  the  line  which  divides  them  is 
invisible,  and  cannot  be  defined ;  yet  one  or  other  of  these 
states  must  be  collected  from  the  circumstances  of  each  par- 
ticular case,  duly  to  be  weighed  by  the  judge  and  jury.**t 


tracts,  observes  *  that  we  must  not  act  too  strictly  upon  this  opinion,  although 
It  is  generally  correct;  for,  however  a  lunatic  may  be  in  posnession  of  his 
mental  powers,  there  may  be  stiU  an  inaccurate  conception  of  his  present 
state  remaining,  at  least  in  connection  with  former  events.' 

**In  the  present  complicated  state  of  society,  when  the  slightest  error  may 
endanger  the  happiness  and  welfare  of  a  whole  family,  it  is  highly  important 
to  keep  the  above  remark  in  remembrance.  An  individual  may  greatly  have 
recovered,  and  yet  not  so  far  as  to  be  safely  trusted  with  the  management  of 
his  own  affairs.  Upon  the  whole,  therefore.  Lord  Thurlow's  opinion  is  safer 
and  more  consonant  with  our  present  knowledge  of  the  phenomena  of  in- 
sanity, than  Lord  Eldon's.  The  editor  refers  the  reader  to  the  work  lately 
published  by  Dr.  Burrows,  for  some  useful  observations  upon  the  criterion 
of  recovery  from  insanity."  (Darwall.) 

*  0  Haggard's  Reports,  p.  575.     Wlieeler  and  Uatsford  v.  Alder:iun. 

f  ColUnson  on  Lunacy,  VoL  i.  p.  475. 
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Sir  John  Nicholl,  in  the  case  of  Dew  v.  Clark,  which  Iiiball 
hereafter  notice,  takes  the  following  distinction  between  &e 
responBibilitj  of  lunatics  in  civil  and  criminal  cases:  ^The 
tme  criterion  in  these  cases  is,  where  there  is  delnaicm  of 
mind,  there  is  insanity;  that  is,  when  persons  believe  thiip 
to  exist  which  exist  only,  or  at  least  in  that  degree  exist  osh, 
in  their  own  imagination,  and  of  the  non-existence  of  wbid 
neither  argument  or  proof  can  convince  them,  they  are  of  o* 
sound  mind,  or,  as  one  of  the  counsel  has  accorately  expresad 
it,  Mt  is  only  the  belief  of  facts,  which  no  rational  pam 
would  have  believed,  that  is  insane  delnsion.'  This  dehsiim 
may  sometimes  exist  in  one  or  two  particular  subjects,  tbon^ 
generally  there  are  other  concomitant  circumstances,  such  is 
eccentricity,  irritability,  violence,  suspicion,  exaggeration,  in- 
consistency, and  other  marks  and  symptoms  which  maj  tend 
to  confirm  the  existence  of  delusion,  and  to  establish  its  insane 
character.  The  law  then  does  recognize  partial  insanity  in 
the  sense  already  stated,  and  in  civil  cases,  this  partial  insanity, 
if  existing  at  the  time  the  act  is  done — if  there  be  no  clear 
lucid  interval — invalidates  the  act,  though  not  directly  con- 
nected with  the  act  itself;  but  in  criminal  cases,  itdoesnoi 
excuse  from  responsibility,  unless  the  insanity  is  proved  to  be 
the  very  cause  of  the  act.** 

These  are  the  principles  by  which  the  criminal  jurisprudencv' 
of  England  and  this  country  is  guided  in  cases  of  insanity. 
The  question  to  be  considered  in  each  case,  as  will  be  seen  by 
the  above  quotations,  is,  whether  the  criminal  is  capable  of 
distinguishing  between  right  and  wrong.  Is  not  this  the  same 
as  inquiring  whether  he  is  a  moral  agent?  And  how  are  we 
to  infer  this,  and  who  are  to  be  the  judges  of  this  capacity  or 
incapacity?  I  apprehend  it  must  be^the  jury,  and  I  recom- 
mend, in  accordance  with  the  advice  of  Professor  Amos,  that 
the  medical  witness  should  decline  answering  this  question, 
and  confine  himself  to  an  opinion  as  to  the  presence  or  ab- 
sence of  insanity  at  the  commission  of  the  act.  Let  the  rest 
be  a  matter  of  inference,  deduced  from  the  nature  of  the  case,* 

"^  Luudon  Medical  Gazette,  tuI.  tiU.  p.  421.     Haslam  relates  some  cases 
of  iDsanity  in  which  acts  of  violence  or  suicide  had  been  attempted,  and 
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f  Thero  are  some  English  trials,  In  addition  to  those  already 
poted,  which  will  illustrate  the  practical  operation  of  tlie 
glish  law.  One  was  that  of  Earl  FerrerB,  who  waa  tried 
ifore  the  Ilouse  of  Lorda,  in  1760,  for  the  murder  of  Mr* 
[iohnson,  his  steward.  It  was  proved  that  hla  lordship  waa 
icasionally  insuie,  and  incapable,  from  hJd  insanity,  of  know- 
what  he  did,  and  of  judging  the  consequences  of  his 


t  judge  uf  nkU  v 


la  pfttisDU,  after  Iheir  reooior;.  sl&ted  (hat  the;  hi 
asbranoe  at  these  utB.     Certitiuly  suL'h  eould  n 

f  The  obserTtttiona  ot  Dr,  Mittermaier,  a  Qennita  jurial,  are  of  CDQsiderabtt 
on  this  paint.  I  deriTc  them  from  ftn  saaljBii  of  his  work  on  tlis 
f  of  Intamly  on  Criminal  Retpontibiiilg,  (in  the  Amorioan  Juihl,  voL 
1.  p.  an.jhjDr.Raj. 
Two  condilinnB  are,  aocording  lo  Dr.  M.,  required  to  oonBtiliite  IhU  frM- 
dom  of  the  wUl  which  is  eeiienlial  lo  responsibililj',  tii,,  n  bu  owl  edge  of 
garni  aLd  eri!,  and  the  faoult;  of  cboosiug  between  Ihem.  Thin  knowUdgt 
of  good  Knd  GTil  requires,  first,  thnt  knowleilge  of  ono'*  eelT  b;  which  h» 

Ragnitc)  hia  personal  identily  and  rettra  liia  acts  lo  himself ;  ■ccosd,  ^ 
inrlcdge  of  Ihe  aot  itself,  i.e.  of  kta  nature  and  consequences;  third,  % 
iwl?i)ge  of  (he  relations  of  (he  &Gt  of  both  in  regard  to  men  and  ma^ 
es:  fourth,  a  knowledge  that  the  act  in  quentiOD  ia  prohibited  either  bj 
the  nioral  or  the  atatula  law.  \it  rebukes  the  English  juriet«  for  tb«ir  rigid 
adhvreiipe  lo  Ihe  antiqunled  Jootrine,  tbdt  whoever  can  distinguish  good 
from  etil  enjoys  freedom  of  will,  sad  retAioB  the  fnaully,  if  be  please*  to 
nsa  it,  of  oonforniing  bia  aolions  to  the  requiremenlB  of  Uw .  "  Tha  Inw 
prinoiplB,"  lie  observes,  "is  la  look  at  tha  peraotia!  character  of  ilie  Inii^ 
Tidil^  where  responsibilitj  is  ia  questiun,  to  the  graJe  of  bis  menial  poweiv^ 
to  tlie  notions  b;  which  he  is  gOTerned,  la  bis  views  of  thingt,  and  Soktlj 
to  the  course  of  bis  whole  life,  and  (bo  niatiira  of  ihe  act  with  which  ha  !• 
eharged.  A  person  who  commits  a  erioiinal  act  ma;  be  perfeotlj  well 
aoQuaiDteil  with  the  laws  and  their  proliibiciona,  and  jet  Inbor  under  aliena* 
llou  of  mind,  lis  mny  know  that  homicide  is  punished  wiih  death,  lUiJ  yel 
have  ao  freedom  of  wL|].'' 

In  liie  same  spirit  are  the  following  remarks:  "It  appears  lo  us  that  th* 
true  t«sl  for  irresponsibility  should  be,  not  whellier  the  individual  knew  that 
What  bo  *^  doing  woa  oriminnl,  but  whether  he  had  auffioient  power  of  eoo- 
trol  to  govern  his  actions.  It  might  fairly  be  aaked,  how  is  siioli  a  limi  I9 
be  applied,  so  as  to  insure  protection  lo  .ociaiy  and  prevent  injustice  lo 
Ihoso  laboring  unJcr  menial  diioaio?  Wo  can  only  reply,  that  we  must 
in<lite  fro">  0 ire uimI "•"•*■  "  pi^wiice  now  daily  followed  in  the  delerniina- 
lion  of  I'la  •hadoa  of  gaUi.  by  whioh  marder  psat«es  iuto  manstaughtar. 
Tha  boIo  difference  between  those  two  ortmes  rasta,  ia  a  bu-go  nuinhi-r  of 
ittslanoes,  upoti  ^o  P"""  "f  self-control  in  the  aecuaed  parly."  (Uritish 
Wd  Foreign  Med-  B^vieH.  tol.  x.  p.  UO.) 


k 


784  MJUTTAL  ALIBVATIOir. 

actioDB.  He  had  harbored  enmi^  againat  Johnsoa  for  Hue 
time,  bat  dissembled  it  so  that  it  was  not  suspected, « it 
least  was  supposed  to  have  been  forgotten.  Johnson  viitod 
upon  him  by  appointment,  and  when  alone  in  the  room  liA 
the  earl,  the  latter,  with  great  deliberation,  told  him  his  tint 
was  come ;  and  taking  a  pistol,  inflicted  a  mortal  wouid.  A 
nnanimoos  verdict  of  goilty  was  found,  and  the  earl  was  ex^ 
cuted.* 

Edward  Arnold  was  indicted  for  malicioualj  shooting  it 
Lord  Onslow.  He  had  for  years  harbored  an  idea  that  Lori 
Onslow  was  an  enemy  to  him,  and  in  consequence  had  formed 
a  regular,  steady  design  to  murder  him,  and  had  prepared  the 
means  for  carrying  this  into  effect.  And  yet  there  was  m 
doubt  that,  to  a  certain  extent,  he  was  deranged.  He  ibo 
was  found  guilty;  but  at  Lord  Onslow's  request,  he  was  I^ 
prieved  and  confined  in  prison  until  his  death.f 

Again,  in  Rex  v.  Oxford,  who  was  tried  at  the  Bury  assiies, 
(1881,)  before  Lord  Chief  Baron  Lyndhurst,  for  murder,  by 
shooting  with  a  gun,  the  defence  was  insanity.     It  appeared 


*  Hargraye's  State  Trials,  toI.  x.  p.  478.  Lord  CampbeU,  LItm  of  t^ 
Lord  Chancellors,  vol.  t.  p.  195,  makes  the  following  remarks  on  thi*  cak: 
•*Were  such  a  case  now  to  come  before  a  jury,  there  would  probably  heaa 
acquittal,  on  the  ground  of  mtanity;  although  the  noble  culprit  was  actutc4 
by  deep  malice  toward  the  deceased,  although  he  had  oontriyed  the  opptv^ 
tanity  of  satiating  his  yengeance  with  much  premeditation  and  aruaad 
although  the  steps  which  he  afterwards  took  showed  that  he  was  fallj  sen- 
sible of  the  magnitude  and  the  consequences  of  his  crime." 

Charles  Torke  was  solicitor-general  at  this  time,  and  along  with  Pratt, 
attorney-general,  (afterwards   Lord  Camden,)   was  the  public  proeecator. 
Lord  CampbeU  says,  yol.  y.  p.  898 :    **  The  solicitor-general's  reply  on  this 
occasion  was  one  of  the  finest  forensic  displays  in  our  language,  contsining, 
along  with  touching  eloquence,  fine  philosophical  reasoning  on  mema!  Als- 
eases  and  moral  responsibility.     <In  some  sense,'  said  he,  *  eyery  riolation 
of  duty  proceeds  fh>m  insanity.     All  cruelty,  all  brutality,  all  revenge,  all 
injustice,  is  insanity.     There  were  philosophecs  in  ancient  times,  vbo  held 
this  opinion  as  a  strict  maxim  of  their  sect ;  and,  my   lords,  the  opinion  is 
right  in  philosophy,  but  dangerous  in  judicature.      It  may  have  a  useful  aii<l 
a  noble  influence  to  regulate  the  conduct  of  men  to  control  their  impotent 
passions,  to  teach  them  that  yirtue  is  the  perfection  of  reason   as  reason  it- 
self is  the  perfection  of  human  nature,  but  not  to  extenuate  crimes,  nor  to 
excuse  those  punishments  which  the  law  adjudg^ea  to  be  their  due.'" 

f  Collinson  on  Lunacy,  yol.  i.  p.  476. 
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ihat  the  prisoner  labored  under  a  notion  that  the  inhabitants 
of  his  town,  and  particularly  the  deceased,  were  continually 
issuing  warrants  against  him,  to  deprive  him  of  his  liberty  and 
life;  that  he  would  frequently,  under  the  same  notion,  abuse 
people  in  the  street,  and  with  whom  he  never  had  any  dealings 
or  acquaintance  of  any  kind.  In  his  waistcoat  pocket  a  paper 
was  found,  headed  ''List  of  Hadleigh  Conspirators  against  my 
Life;"  and  among  these  were  the  names  of  the  deceased  and 
his  family.  Several  medical  witnesses  deposed  to  their  belief 
that,  from  the  evidence  they  had  heard,  the  prisoner  labored 
under  that  species  of  insanity  which  is  called  monomania,  and 
that  he  committed  the  act  while  under  the  influence  of  that 
disorder,  and  might  not  be  aware  that,  in  firing  the  gun,  his 
act  involved  the  crime  of  murder. 

Lord  Lyndhurst  told  the  jury  that  they  must  be  satisfied, 
before  they  could  acquit  the  prisoner  on  the  ground  of  in- 
sanity, that  he  did  not  know,  when  he  committed  the  act,  what 
the  effect  of  it,  if  fatal,  would  be,  with  reference  to  the  crime 
of  murder.  The  question  was,  did  he  know  that  he  was  com- 
mitting an  offence  against  the  laws  of  God  and  nature  ?  His 
lordship  referred  to  the  doctrine  laid  down  in  Bellingham's 
case  by  Sir  James  Mansfield,  and  expressed  his  complete  ac- 
cordance in  the  observation  of  that  learned  judge.  The  jury 
acquitted  the  prisoner  on  the  ground  of  insanity.  "*" 

Lord  Erskine,  in  his  famous  speech  on  the  trial  of  Hadfield, 
proposed  the  following  distinction :  To  absolve  from  criminal 
responsibility  there  must  first  be  delusion;  and  secondly,  the 
delu%ion  and  the  act  must  be  connected.  Valuable  as  is  this 
suggestion,  yet  it  must  be  understood  that  there  are  cases  in 
which  no  connection  of  this  description  can  be  shown,  and 
indeed,  from  the  nature  of  the  disease,  it  is  often  impracticable 
to  prove  it.  We  may  be  satisfied  as  to  the  insanity,  (partial 
or  total,)  and  yet  not  be  able  to  trace  its  union  with  the  act 
that  constitutes  the  subject  of  investigation.  The  diflSculty  is 
increased  when  we  take  into  account  the  form  of  insanity  which 
most  commonly  leads  to  the  perpetration  of  acts  of  homicide. 
It  is  that  of  melancholy,  where  the  mind  broods  often  in  silence 

*  Carrini^n  and  Payne's  Reports,  voL  t.  p.  1S8. 
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over  %  single  idea,  and  tliat  idea  may  be  bis  own  deitiiAi, 
or  the  dettmotion  of  others.  Its  eimflitude  to  the  dbeirf 
passion,  and  indeed  of  deliberate  crime,  is  often  so  nesr,  Aift 
we  can  hardly  appreciate  the  differenoe.  ^  Of  methodicJ  mt 
ness,  of  systematic  perrersion  of  intellect,*'  says  Hashii,  '^ 
multitude  can  form  no  adequate  conception,  and  esmat  k 
persuaded  that  insanity  exists  without  tiurbnknt  exprasii^ 
extrayagant  gesture,  or  fantastic  deoontion.'* 

What  can  be  more  alike  than  the  anger  of  ibe  sane  and  Ai 
insane?   What  a  similitude  between  the  wMiia^  am^  theUi^ 
nally  passionate,  between  the  melancholic  sjid  him  who  Ui^ 
ually  broods  over  his  malignant  and  reyengeful  oonceptiom!* 
In  fine,  if  madness  were  not  stamped  on  its  front,  wosU  ntt 
the  following  be  ranked  among  the  foulest  and  most  delibente 
murders  ?    It  is  taken  from  the  mouth  of  the  maniac  liiiisd( 
as  stated  to  Dr.  Haslam:  ^^The  man  whom  I  stabbed  licUj 
deserved  it.      He  behaved  to  me  with    great  violeMe  and 
cruelty;  he  degraded  my  nature  as  a  human  being;  ktied 
me  down,  handcuffed  me,  and  confined  my  hands  mnckU|^ 
than  my  head  with  a  leathern  thong ;   he  stretched  me  on  i 
bed  of  torture.    After  some  days  he  released  me.    I  gire  Un 
warning,  for  I  told  his  wife  I  would  have  justice  of  Urn.   On 
her  communicating  this  to  him,  he  came  to  me  in  a  farioBi 
passion,  threw  me  down,  dragged  me  through  the  court-jard, 
thumped  me  on  my  breast,  and  confined  me  in  a  dark  and 
damp  cell.     Not  liking  this  situation,  I  was  induced  to  ^J 
the  hypocrite.    I  pretended  extreme  sorrow  for  having  threat- 
ened him,  and  by  an  affectation  of  repentance,  prevailed  as 
him  to  release  me.    For  several  days  I  paid  him  great  sttoh 
tion,  and  lent  him  every  assistance.    He  seemed  much  pleased 
with  the  flattery,  and  became  very  friendly  in  his  behanor 


*  In  speaking  of  Carlos,  son  of  Philip  of  Spain,  Sir  Junes  Maekintodi  n- 
marks:  **The  olonds  which  always  darkened  his  feeble  reason  might  sane 
times  quench  it.  The  subtle  and  shifting  transformations  of  wild  pusiM 
into  maniacal  disease,  the  return  of  the  maniac  to  the  scarcely  more  bcahhf 
state  of  stupid  anger,  and  the  character  to  be  g;iTon  tc  acts  done  bj  lua 
when  near  the  varying  fh>ntier  which  separates  lunacy  ftrom  malignity,  ut 
matters  which  have  defied  all  the  experience  and  sagacity  of  the  world." 
(History  of  England,  vol.  iii.  p.  80.) 


MENTAL   ALIEHATIOS. 


787 


e.  Going  one  day  into  the  kitchen,  where  his  wife 
B  busied,  I  saw  a  knife;  (this  was  too  great  a  temptation  to 
!  resisted;]  I  concealed  it,  and  carried  it  about  me.  Fox 
some  time  afterwards  the  same  friendly  iutercoursc  was  mnin* 
tained  between  ns,  bnt  us  he  was  one  day  uolockiog  his  gardeiH 
I  "door,  I  seized  the  opportunity,  and  plunged  the  knife  up  to 
e  hilt  in  his  back."* 
It  is  from  long-continued  and  anxious  reflection  on  the  diffi* 
iaHies  which  thus  present  themselves  to  the  consideration  of 
me  medical  witness,  that  I  am  led  to  withdraw  much  of  thtt 
ttyeetion  that  I  have  felt  and  expressed  against  the  dictum  of 
Be  English  law  on  this  subject.  There  must  he  some  rule  to 
Lard  the  sacred  iutorosts  of  society;  something  to  represi 
ibd  keep  in  check  that  tendency  to  "shed  the  blood  of  hie 
fellow,"  which  unfortunately  is  too  common;  and,  at  the  same 
time,  humanity  forbids  that  the  horrid  spectacle  should  be  peiv 
mittcd  of  taking  away  the  life  of  the  insane  by  judicial  procesa. 
Let  the  ([uostion  put  by  Lord  LyndLurat  be  presented  to  every 
jury:  Did  thepriioner  know  that  in  doing  the  act  he  offended 
againat  the  lawg  of  God  and  man?  Let  the  following  remarks 
of  the  Scotch  law  commentators  on  this  subject  bo  kept  in 
mind,  and  with  the  acknowledged  mildness  of  our  laws,  and 
the  unwillingnees  to  convict  capitally,  I  feel  a  strong  convic- 
tion that  no  practical  injustice  will  be  done.  But  to  aid  in 
effecting  all  this,  it  is  very  necessary  that  the  medical  witness 
should  have  every  facility  allowed  him  for  studying  the  nature 
of  the  case,  and  that  its  history  should  be  well  ascertained. 
Need  I  add  that  juriea  should  be  carefully  instructed  as  to  this 
particular  form  of  insanity  ? 

"  Whether  it  should  be  added  to  the  description,"  says  Baron 
Hume,  "that  he  must  have  tost  all  knowledge  of  good  and  evil, 
right  and  wrong,  this  is  a  more  delicate  question,  and  fit  per- 
haps to  bo  resolved  differently,  according  to  the  sense  in  which 
it  is  understood.  If  it  be  put  in  this  sense,  in  a  case,  for 
instance,  of  murder:  Did  the  panel  (prisoner)  know  that  mur- 
der was  a  crime?  Would  he  have  answered  on  the  question 
that  it  was  wrong  to  kill  a  neighbor  ?     This  is  hardly  to  bo 

*  Sulun  on  Madoess,  p.  IGS. 
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reputed  %  just  oriterion  of  such  %  state  of  mmDdm&mum^ 
to  make  s  man  acoonntmble  in  law  for  liis  aetioiia.   BecMnk 
may  happen,  a  person  to  answer  in  this  wny,  wbo  jet  ii  a 
absolately  mad  as  to  Iiave  lost  all  tme  obsenration  of  fiwti^d 
understanding  of  the  good  or  eril  inteiitioiis  of  tkose  iriaai 
about  him,  or  eren  the  knowledge  of  tlieir  persons.   Btf  i 
the  question  be  put  in  this  other  and  more  special  sena^a 
relatiye  to  the  Terj  act  done  by  the  pand,  and  the  psztifldv 
situation  in  which  he  oonceiTed  himself  at  that  time  to  ttmi^ 
did  he,  at  the  moment  of  doing  that  thing,  understand  thecfl 
of  it  ?    Was  he  impressed  with  the  conadouaness  of  glib  al 
fear  of  punishment  ?    It  is  then  a  pertinent  and  material  qia- 
tion,  but  which  cannot  to  any  substantial  purpose  be  answeRd, 
without  taking  into  consideration  the  whole  circumstanea  d 
the  situation.    Erery  judgment  in  the  matter  of  right  ui 
wrong  supposes  a  case  or  state  of  facts  to  which  it  applia, 
and  though  the  panel  have  that  vestige  of  reason  which  mj 
enable  him  to  answer  in  the  general  that  murder  is  a  criae, 
yet  if  he  cannot  distinguish  his  friend  from  his  enemy,  but  eos- 
ceive  everything  about  him  to  be  the  reverse  of  what  it  reill^ 
is,  and  mistake  the  illusions  of  his  fancy  for  realities,  vidi 
respect  to  his  own  condition  and  that  of  others,  ^abnardad 
trivtia  Mi  dieens  atque  fingenSy*  these  remains  of  intellect  are 
thus  of  no  use  to  him  toward  the  government  of  his  scdoDS, 
nor  in  any  way  enable  him  to  form  a  judgment  upon  anj  par- 
ticular situation  or  conjuncture,  of  what  is  right  or  wrong  irith 
regard  to  it.     Proceeding,  as  it  does,  on  a  false  case  or  codjq- 
ration  of  his  own  fancy,  his  judgment  of  right  and  wrong,  as 
to  any  responsibility  that  should  attend  it,  is  truly  the  sane 
as  none  at  all.     It  is,  therefore,  only  in  this  complex  and 
appropriated  sense,  as  relative  to  the  thing  done  and  the  ato- 
ation  of  the  panel's  feelings  and  consciousness  on  that  occadoiD, 
that  this  inquiry  concerning  his  intelligence  of  moral  good  and 
evil  is  material,  and  not  in  any  other  or  larger  sense."* 

Alison  observes:  ^^Fcw  men  are  mad  about  others  or  things 
in  general ;  many  about  themselves.  Although,  therefore,  the 
panel  understands  perfectly  the  distinction  of  right  and  wrong, 

*  Hiim«'t  GommtBtaries,  toL  i.  pp.  24,  26. 


UENTAL   ALIENATION. 


yet  if  he  labors,  aa  is  generally  the  case,  under  an  illusion  and 
deception  as  to  his  own  particular  case,  and  is  thereby  disabled 
lirom  applying  it  correctly  to  his  own  conduct,  ho  is  in  that 
,te  of  mental  alienation  which  renders  him  not  criminallj    ' 
:wersble  for  his  actions."* 

In  this  fluctuation  of  legal  opinion  (if  I  may  so  style  it)  and 
c-ertainly  of  practice,  occurred  the  death  of  Mr.  Drummond,  ia 
London,  by  a  pistol  shot  inflicted  by  Daniel  McNaughton,  o> 
the  20th  January,  1843.  The  crime  was  readily  proved,  but 
it  was  shown  on  the  trial  that  the  prisoner  had  labored  for 
some  time  under  manifest  symptoms  of  insanity.  He  was  noir 
^declared  to  be  insane  by  the  testimony  of  nine  medical  wit- 
The  chief  justice  (Tindal)  stopped  the  case,  declined 
hear  the  summing  up  of  the  prosecuting  counsel,  and  directed 
jury  to  bring  in  a  verdict  of  not  guilty  on  the  plea  of  in- 

ity. 

The  acquittal  of  McNaughton  ca'used  a  vast  amount  of  popup 
clamor.  It  was  denounced  by  the  press.  Mr.  Warren,  is 
'lackwood's  Magaslne,  says  of  it:  "The  acquittal  of  this 
ild-blooded  murderer  horrified  and  disgusted  the  public," 

It  created,"  says  Mr.  Townaend,  "a  deep  feeling  in  the 
iblic  mind,  that  there  was  some  unaeeountaiile  defect  in  the 
■iminal  law."     It  was  alluded  to  in  both  Houses  of  Parlt»-  ^ 
[Vent.     Vet  time  haa  shown  that  this  acquittal  was  right,  for 
have  the  testimony  of  Mr,  Wood,  medical  officer  of  Beth- 
Hospital,  that "  McNaughton  le  now  (1852)  uaquestionftblj   ' 
ne," 

In  the  Commons,  an  Irbh  baronet  movod  to  bring  in  a  biS  j 
D  abolish  the  plea  of  imanity  in  catea  of  murder,  unless  it  ^ 
iould  be  proved  that  the  accused  was  publicly  known  aa  • 
hianiac.     To  the  credit  of  the  good  sense  of  the  house,  the   ' 
motion  found  no  seconder.     In  the  Lords,  the  matter  was  di»-  1 
cussed  on  the  same  evening  by  Lords  Lyndhurst,  Brougham, 
Cottenham,   Campbell,   and   Denman,  and   the  judges  were 
called  on  to  declare  the  true  state  of  the  law  on  this  sabject. 
Five  questions,  carefully  framed  for  this  purpose,  were  aub- 
nitted  to  them. 


•  Aliwn'i  FrtnclplM  of  the  Crimia*]  Ijiw  of  Soollmtl,  p.  6i5. 
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The  answen  were  reed  m  tke  neine  of  all  the  jvigasa- 
cepting  one)  (Mr.  Jnetioe  Manle,)  by  Lord  CShiaf  Justin  Si- 
dal,  on  the  19th  Jme,  1848. 

Question  1.  What  is  the  law  respeoting  allied  eiinwa» 
mitted  by  persons  afflicted  with  insane  dalnnoiiy  in  ittftAd 
one  or  more  partioolar  sabjects  or  persona:  as^  for  iutaee^ 
where  at  the  time  of  the  oommission  of  the  alleged  crineAi 
aocused  knew  he  was  acting  contrary  to  law,  bat  did  iheact 
complained  of  with  the  view,  under  the  iwfliw^nftP  q{  mm 
insane  delusion,  of  redressing  or  avenging  some  sqpoiei 
grievance  or  iignry,  or  of  producing  aome  aiqiposed  piUe 
benefit  ? 

Answer.  Assuming  that  your  lordship's  inquiries  are  ooi- 
fined  to  those  persons  who  labor  under  snch  partial  ddsna 
only,  and  are  not  in  other  respects  insane^  we  are  of  opinioi 
that,  notwithstanding  the  party  did  the  act  complained  of  witk 
a  view,  under  the  influence  of  insane  deloaion,  of  redresBng 
or  revenging  some  supposed  grievanoe  or  injury,  or  of  pnh 
ducing  some  public  benefit,  he  is  nevertheless  punishable  ac- 
cording to  the  nature  of  the  crime  committed,  if  he  knev  it 
the  time  of  committing  such  crime  that  he  was  acting  contniy 
to  law,  by  which  expression  we  understand  your  lordsh]|fi  to 
mean  the  law  of  the  land. 

Questions  2  and  8  had  reference  to  the  particular  tenns  ia 
which  the  question,  as  to  the  prisoner's  state  of  mind  at  the 
time  when  the  act  was  committed,  should  be  left  to  the  juj, 
when  insanity  was  set  up  as  a  defence. 

The  answer  was,  in  substance,  that  the  jury  ought,  in  all 
cases,  to  be  told  that  every  man  is  presumed  to  be  sane  mitil 
the  contrary  be  proved  to  their  satisfaction.  It  most  be 
clearly  proved  that  the  party  accused  did  not  know  he  was 
doing  what  was  wrong,  and  the  usual  course  has  been  to  leafe 
to  the  jury  the  question  whether  the  party  had  a  sufficient 
degree  of  reason  to  know  that  he  was  doing  an  act  that  was 
wrong. 

Q.  4.  If  a  person,  under  an  insane  delusion  as  to  existing 
facts,  commits  an  ofience  in  consequence  thereof,  is  he  therebj 
excused  ? 
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~  A.  If  the  deluaioQ  were  only  partial,  the  party  accused  was 
|i%qually  liable  with  a  peraoo  of  sane  mind.  If  the  accused 
killed  aoother  in  self-defence,  he  would  be  entitled  to  an  aor 
quittal;  but  if  the  crime  were  committed  for  any  supposed  1 
iajary  as  to  his  character  and  fortune,  he  would  then  be  liable 
)  to  punishment. 

Q.  5.    Can  a  medical  man,  conversant  with  the  dbeaae  of  ] 
nsanity,  who  never  saw  the  prisoner  previously  to  the  tria^   | 
I  tet  who  was  present  during  the  whole  trial  and  cxaminatimk 
Vibf  all  the  witnesses,  be  asked  his  opinion  as  to  the  state  of   { 
Ifte  prisoner's  mind   at  the  time   of  the  commission  of  the 
I  .alleged  crime,  or  hia  opinion  whether  the  prisoner  was  coo- 
I  flclous,  at  the  time  of  doing  the  act,  that  he  was  acting  coon 
lifcary  to  law?    or,  whether  he  was  laboring  under  any,  a&4   | 
I'^hat  delusion,  at  the  time? 

■  V   A.  The  question  could  not  be  put  in  the  precise  form  stated 

'e,  for  by  doing  so,  it  would  be  assumed  that  the  facta 

Itbad  been  proved.    When  the  facts  were  proved  and  admitted, 

■itiien  the  question,  as  one  of  science,  would  be  generally  put 

D  a  witness  under  the  circumstances  stated  in  the  interroga- 

torj. 

Mr.  Justice  Manle  agreed  with  the  judges  in  respect  to  tfae  I 
rs  returned  to  all  the  questions  excepting  the  last;  froii'  \ 
rthis  he  entirely  dissented,  deeming  that  the  question  migld  \ 
I -be  put.* 


■  British  ftnd  Foreign  MedlanI  Reriew,  toI.  xti.  p.  273.  The  opiniona  ef 
L  tliG  judges  are  reported  in  full  in  Clark  uxd  Pumellj's  House  of  Lcrda  It» 
Lj^rts,  tqI.  I.  p.  2U0.  The  Iriil  of  MoNnughtoa,  (also  pubtiehwl  sepatslel/,) 
I  il  giten  in  Tonnsend's  Modern  State  Tria.l»,  vol.  t.  p.  314.} 

Tbe  lugxl  reader  will  readil;  perceive  the  difforeooe  between  llie  Eagliik 

]  Scotch  opinions  on  this  sut^ecl.     Sir  James  Mansfield  held  that  Bd> 

Isgbttm  niui  nocouitable,  because  ht  knnc  murder  icat  a  crimi,  and  could  til*- 

LttVNuA  right  from  btubj.     "On  this  ciBe,"  ssys  Mr.  Alison,  "It  maj  hf 

•iMtrveU,  that  uoqaesllonablj  Ihe  mere  fsncfing  a  series  of  injuriei  to  hi'M 

Q  received,  will  not  serve  as  en  eiCDSe  for  murder,  for  this  plain  reuoa^ 

bal  supposing  it  true  that  such  injuries  h  ad  been  received,  the;  would  hart 

rnishcd  no  excuse  for  the  shedding  of  blood :  but,  on  the  other  hand,  aneh 

n  as  deprives  the  panel  of  the  sense  that  yhal  ht  did  waa  wroa^    < 

to  legal  insanitj,  Blthoiigh  he  wai  perTccI!;  nwnre  that  tnnrder  In 

r^euettl  was  a  Drime,  and  therefore  the  Ian  appears  to  bave  been  more  cor- 
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In  the  disooflsioDii  both  preYioQi  and  nbaaqiiait  to  tlie|ik 
lioation  of  the  sboYe  opinionBy  the  prinetpal  objeetioii  k  wtit 
to  retaining  the  doctrine  of  ability  of  judging  betv^  ii|^ 
and  wrong. 

The  argoment  nrged,  aa  far  as  I  imdorstaiid  it^  k  Ud^ 
this:  If  insanity  is  proved  to  have  existed,  its  preacneeAwM 
absoWe  from  responsibility.  The  dinciMo  is  so  intricate  iaik 
nature,  its  symptoms  are  so  liable  to  be  miatalrfflii  tkst  Ai 
haiard  is  too  great  to  punish  an  indiTidnsl  in  whom  wslsn 
onoe  recognised  its  exiBtenoe,  merely  beeanse  he  aeeaed  it 
the  time  to  be  rational.  The  act  itself  is  ft  manif estatiia  rf 
insanity.  Why  then  introduce  the  doctrine  of  his  ability  rf 
judging  between  right  and  wrong,  which,  it  most  be  coMede^ 
can  only  be  inferred  from  conversation  and  conduct  t  Sid^ 
I  believe,  is  the  general  train  of  reasoning  adopted.  Bit  it 
will  be  more  satisfactory  to  quote  the  exact  words  of  one  of 
the  ablest  advocates  of  this  opinion. 

'^  If  it  be  true  that  there  is  none  of  the  phenomena  of  jet 
imperfectly  understood  human  nature  ov^r  which  hanp  t 
thicker  veil  to  the  general  eye  than  the  phenomena  of  mntd 
aberration,  what  are  we  to  think  of  making  distinctioDSi  ts  it 
all  were  clear,  between  partial  and  total  insanity,  and  draring 
the  line  of  responsibility  with  perfect  confidence?  Wehim- 
bly  but  earnestly  suggest  that  instead  of  deciding  for  ropoa* 
sibility  in  partial  insanity,  it  is  both  more  just  and  more  1&e^ 
ciful  to  doubt  as  to  that  essential,  when  diseasb  of  misd,  lO 

A  PALPABLB  AND   CONSIDERABLB  AMOUNT,  IS    PROVED.     It  II 

more  just  and  more  merciful,  in  such  a  case,  to  take  csre  of 
the  accused  and  of  society  by  his  confinement,  than  to  ran  tke 
risk  of  putting  to  death  an  irresponsible  agent.     Insanity,  ai 

recti  J  laid  down  in  the  OMe  of  Hadfield,  than  in  this  instance.'*  (EdiBlnr||k 
Law  Journal,  toI.  i.  p.  524.)  It  is  the  opinion  of  many  phjeicians  in  Eig- 
land,  that  Bellingham  was  insane  when  he  murdered  Mr.  PereiTaL  [TUi 
opinion  is  now,  I  think,  uniTersal. — C.  R.  G.] 

**0n  that  day  week,**  (referring  to  the  period  of  the  murder,)  njtUti 
Brougham,  "Bellingham,  having  been  tried  and  oonTioted,  was  executed, ts 
the  eternal  disgrace  of  the  eoort  which  tried  him,  and  refused  an  applioskifla 
for  delay,  grounded  on  a  representation  tliat,  were  time  giren,  erideMSif 
his  insanity  could  be  obtained  from  Liverpool,  where  he  lemded  and  m 
known." 
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-  as  we  hare  the  means  of  perceiving,  is  a  bodily  disease; 

I  other  vorda,  its  visible  and  invariable  condition  is  a  morbid 

1  of  the  brain,  either  structural  or  functional.     A  defini- 

1  of  the  effect,  in  feeling  and  nnanifestation,  of  a  diseaaed 

^ain,  which  shall  he  sufBciently  comprehensive  to  include  all 

the  varieties  of  insane  affection,  is  scarcely  to  bo  looked  for; 

yet  definitions  are  constantly  sought  after  in  courts  of  law, 

and  the  whole  value  of  a  witness's  evidence  ia  often  made  to 

^Jnm  on  its  relation  to  a  standard  which  is  in  itself  the  merest 

mmption.     It  would  be  a  safer  rule  for  courts  of  law  to 

Irect  their  attention  to  the  proof  generally  of  diseased  mani- 

Mtations  of  the  intellect  and  feelings ;  and  when  these  are 

ndoubted,  to  presume  irresponsibility,  because  the  contrary 

lanot  be  made  sure  of,  and  the  balance  of  probability  ia 

Katly  on  the  side  of  irresponsibility.     If  mercy  is  often  ex- 

Iknded  to  youth,  to  seduction,  even  to  great  provocation,  hoif 

tBch  more  ought  it  to  shelter   diseaae  of  the   mind  when 

learly  established !     If  it  be  true-,  and  no  physician  deniei 

l|  that  to  diseases  of  the  inflammatory  class  it  is  impossible 

I  prescribe  limits,  or  to  predict   that  new  and  aggravated 

mptoms  shall  not  suddenly  follow  in  the  course  of  the  dis- 

ed  action,  is  it  not  presuming  too  much  to  decide  that  in- 

'  flsmmation  of  the  brain,  a  usual  cause  of  insanity,  has  knows 

boundaries,  and  shall  not  suddenly  extend   from  partial  to 

produce  total  insanity?     We  feel  assured  that  no  one  convex 

sant  with  insanity  will  deny  the  fact  that  the  insane,  however 

partially,  are  not  safe  from  sudden  paroxysms  and  aggravations 

of  symptoms."* 

*  "  OhienatioDi  on  ihe  degree  of  knowledge  jet  applied  to  the  plea  of 
inianilj,  in  trials  for  crimes."  (Edinburgh  Law  Journal,  rol.  i.  p.  G42.) 
The  paper  (torn  which  this  is  a  quotation,  waawriitrnbjJamesSiDipioti.Bsi)., 
of  Ediaburgh,  and  ia  republiiihed  in  the  .appendix  to  bis  wark  do  Populat 

Edueatina. 

I  add  another  observalion  b;  the  same  author,  but  baTe  mielaM  the  relVr- 
enco;  "There  ia  ao  muab  e'il  in  the  Terj  risk.  Ilini  man's  'rngeance  should 
fulluw  Coil's  TiBilalion,  (hat  all  cuoa  of  orlnte  or  Tiolence,  in  which  prmi- 
««•  mmlnl  diuatt  tt  unrqwivieallg  prottd,  ahontd  haie  the  whole  benefit  of 
the  preeuDiption,  lliat  aoch  a  oaae  may  in  h  moment  run  inlo  irretponaible 
mauia.  and  the  unhappy  pnlient  judged  fit  for  eouSnement  and  not  for 
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[This  test  of  sanity,  the  knowing  right  from  wrong,  or,  is 
the  jadges  put  it,  "haying  a  safficiezit  degree  of  reasoa  to 
know  that  he  was  doing  an  act  which  was  wrong;'*  ^tc&g 
contrary  to  the  kw  of  the  land,"  has  not  yet  been  bsniihBd 
from  the  law.  It  was,  in  the  case  of  Hontington,  thus  stalai 
by  Judge  Gapron :  "  If,  thoagh  somewhat  deranged,  he  is  jit 
able  to  distinguish  right  from  wrong  in  the  particolar  cue  k 
which  crime  is  imputed  to  him,  and  to  know  that  he  is  doag 
wrong,  he  is  punishable.*' 

On  this  legal  test  of  sanity  I  have  elsewhere  remarkedr-lit 
As  a  test  of  sanity,  it  is  utterly  futile.  2d.  It  has  not,  lid 
any  uniformity,  guided  the  administration  of  the  law,  either 
before  it  was  formally  laid  down  or  since ;  having  beoi  disn* 
garded  even  by  some  of  the  judges  who  laid  it  down.  8i 
When  it  has  guided  the  administration  of  the  law,  the  nsih 
has  been  the  perpetration  on  the  scaffold  of  some  of  the  moet 
cruel  murders  the  history  of  which  disgraces  the  annals  of  oir 
race. 

To  establish  the  first  of  these  propositions,  it  might  be  suf- 
ficient to  appeal  to  the  testimony  of  those  who  hare  hi 
charge  of  insane  asylums,  and  have  practical  knowledge  i 
insanity,  who  all  concur  in  the  opinion,  that  a  very  large  mt- 
jority  of  those  unmistakably  insane  do  know  perfectly  wd 
the  difierence  between  right  and  wrong,  both  abstractlj  asd 
with  respect  to  the  acts  they  commit. 

But  we  will  also  give  one  or  two  cases  which  strikingly  illns- 
trate  this  particular  point,  and  go  to  prove  not  only  a  knot- 
ledge  of  the  right  and  wrong  of  these  acts,  but  a  very  accurate 
appreciation  of  their  character  and  their  relations  to  the  Ut 
of  the  land. 

Cask  I. — A  patient  in  Bethlem  Hospital,  who  was  for  the 
most  part  quiet,  orderly,  and  rational,  had  an  irresisuble 
propensity  to  tear  her  bedclothes.  She  was  fully  aware 
that  she  was  doing  wrong,  was  always  ashamed  of  it,  and 
continually  begged  that  I  (Mr.  Wood)  might  not  be  told  d 
it.  When  I  attempted  to  reason  her  out  of  this  mischieroos 
propensity,  and  asked  her  why  she  persisted  in  it,  she  vouU 
try  to  avoid  the  question ;   but,  on   being  pressed  for  an 
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answer,  could  only  say,  "I  sliould  not  do  it  if  I  were  not 
afflicted."" 

Who  can  doubt,  in  reading  this  touching  case,  that  this 
poor  girl  gave  a  true  and  philosophical  accoant  of  her  condi- 
tion? 

Cask  II. — Jonathan  Martin,  who  fired  York  Minster,  knew, 
when  he  did  it,  that  the  act  was  contrary  to  law;  indeed,  he 
knew  thut  it  woe  a  capital  felony,  and  expected  to  be  hanged 
for  it.  He  did  it,  in  the  language  of  the  judges,  "with  a 
view,  under  the  influence  of  insane  delusion,  of  producing  » 
public  benefit,"  Yet  Martin  was  acquitted  as  undoubtedly 
insane. 

The  following  cases  are  adduced  to  prove  oor  second  propo- 
sition, viz.,  that  this  test  has  not,  with  any  uniformity,  guided 
the  administration  of  the  law,  either  before  or  since  it  was  for- 
mally laid  down  by  the  twelye  judges;  having  been,  in  several 
oases,  entirely  disregarded  by  Bomo  of  the  very  judges  who 
laid  it  down. 

Case  III. — James  Hadfield  fired  at  King  George  III.  in 
Drury  Liine  Theatre.  He  made  no  attempt  to  escape,  and^ 
when  arrested,  avowed  his  crime,  saying  he  knew  his  life  vaa 
forfeited — he  did  the  act  for  that  reason.  He  was  tired  of 
life,  and  his  plan  was  to  get  rid  of  it.  He  did  not  intend  to 
take  the  life  of  the  king ;  he  koew  that  the  attempt  only,  wottld 
answer  his  purpose. 

Now  try  this  case  by  the  test  of  knowing  right  from  wrong, 
whether  in  its  naked  deformity,  as  laid  down  by  Justice  Tracy 
in  R.  V.  Arnold,  who  said :  "A  man  must  be  totally  deprived 
of  his  memory  and  understanding,  ao  that  he  does  not  know 
what  he  is  doing,  more  than  an  infant,  a  brute,  or  a  wild 
beast."  Or  as  given  by  Lord  Lyndhurst  on  R.  v.  Ofibrd: 
"  The  jury  must  be  satisfied  that  Le  did  not  know  what  the 
effect  of  the  act,  if  fatal,  would  he,  in  reference  to  the  crime 
of  murder."  Did  not  Hadfield  knuw  what  he  was  doing  more 
than  a  "brute?"  Did  ho  not  know  perfectly,  accurately, 
that  the  attempt  even,  to  kill  the  king,  was  a  capital  felony  ? 
Yet   Hadfield  was   acquitted  as  an  undoubted   lunatic,  and 

■  Wood,  on  Ih«  Plea  of  Insanitj,  p.  19. 
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remained  in  Bethlem  Hospital  for  yeftrs,  unmistakaUj  is- 
sane. 

Ca6b  IV. — Ross  Touchet  entered  a  ghooting-gallerj,  nd 
deliberately  shot  the  proprietor,  inflicting  a  wonnd  of  wluek 
he  died,  after  lingering  for  eleven  months.  After  firing  tk 
pistol,  Touchet  said  ^^he  did  it  on  porpose,  for  he  wished  to  be 
hanged.*'  There  was  no  evidence  of  intellectoal  aberratioB. 
Could  any  case  present  more  indisputable  proof  that  the  pii- 
Boner  ^^knew,  at  the  time  of  committing  such  crime,  thtt  k 
was  acting  contrary  to  the  law  of  the  land?"  Yet  hevu 
acquitted  as  insane. 

Case  Y. — Almira  Brcxley,  aged  nineteen,  was  a  nune  in 
the  family  of  a  gentleman  in  London.  She  had  suffered  for 
some  months  from  amenorrhoea,  and  been  prescribed  forbj 
the  family  physician,  for  that  disease ;  he  had  never  discoveRd 
the  slightest  sign  of  intellectual  aberration,  nor  had  the  idet 
of  her  being  insane  ever  been  entertained  by  any  one.  One 
Sunday  morning  she  went  into  the  kitchen,  and  selecting  i 
large  knife,  tried  its  edge  with  her  finger ;  and  when  she  vss 
asked  by  a  fellow-servant  what  she  wanted  it  for,  said  ^^ to  cot 
Miss  Mary's  pencil.'*  She  was  told  that  a  smaller  one  iroiild 
answer  the  purpose  better;  but  said  she  would  take  that,  as  it 
would  answer  to  cut  bread  for  the  children's  luncheons.  She 
then  went  into  the  nursery,  and  cut  the  throat  of  the  baby  in 
his  cradle,  nearly  severing  the  head  from  the  body,  and  of 
course  producing  instant  death.  She  next  rushed  into  ber 
master's  room,  where  he  was  entertaining  company,  and  ex- 
claimed, "Oh  what  will  become  of  me  !  I  have  miurdered  the 
dear  baby!  Will  you,  sir,"  addressing  her  employer,  "for- 
give mc?    Will  God  forgive  me?" 

She  was  tried  before  Lord  Denman,  and  acquitted  on  the 
ground  of  insanity. 

Will  any  one  pretend  that  this  woman  did  not  knov  thii 
what  she  had  done  was  wrong,  that  it  required  pardon  both 
from  God  and  man  ? 

Case  VI. — William  Frost,  a  tanner,  who  had  borne  an  ex- 
cellent character,  during  a  period  of  despondency  killed  his 
four  children.     He  washed  the  handle   of  the  hammer  witi 
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riwhicli  ho  committed  the  homicide,  and  afterwards  hid  it. 
I  Surely  he  knew  perfectly  well  that  he  had  acted  contrary  to 
I  the  law;  and  had  intellect  enough  to  attempt  to  escape  pua- 
I  ishment.  Indeed  the  case  was,  in  this  view  of  it,  so  clear 
.  against  the  prisoner,  that  the  judge  (Mr.  Justice  Williams) 
J  formally  abandoned  the  right  and  M-rong  test,  and  charged  ths 
L  jury  "that  it  was  not  merely  for  them  to  eonsidor  whether  the  I 
"  prisoner  tnew  right  from  wrong,  but  whether  he  was,  at  the 
time  he  committed  the  offence,  deranged." 

Having  now  ehowu  that  this  test  has  not  guided  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  law,  having  been  disregarded  both  by  Chief 
(Justice  Tisdale  and  Lord  Denman — two  of  the  judges  who 
Vnited  in  the  answer  to  the  House  of  Lords — and  fonnallj 
:pbandoned  by  Mr.  Justice  Williama,  we  proceed  to  eatabliah 
j|ORir  third  proposition,  viz.:  Where  it  has  guided  the  adminie* 
Itntiou  of  the  law,  the  result  has  been,  in  some  cases,  the  peiv 
petration  on  the  scafTold  of  judicial  murder.  First  in  order 
of  time,  and  first  in  its  display  of  judicial  ferocity,  wo  place 
the  case  of  Bellingham.  Aware  that  we  have  used  harsh  Ian- 
^^  gtiAge,  we  beg  the  reader,  before  condemning  u3,  to  peruse 
^^L\«a1mly,  if  he  can.  what  follows. 

^H.  Cass  VII.— On  Monday,  May  11th.  1811,  Mr.  Spencer 
^^BlPercival,  then  prime  minister  of  England,  was  shot  in  the 
^^Bllohby  of  the  House  of  Commons,  by  a,  man  named  Belling- 
^^^^i&m,  who  had  no  personal  feeling  against  that  most  amiable 
^"  gentleman,  but  was  incited  to  this  miserable  homicide  hy  the  ' 
insane  notion  that,  in  this  way,  and  in  this  way  only,  he  could 
bring  before  the  public  certain  claims  which  be  supposed  he 

t^d  against  the  government.  In  reply  to  the  frantic  cries  of 
Ibe  hy-standers,  "Where  is  the  rascal  that  fired?"  he  calmlj- 
pud,  "lam  that  unfortunate  man."  On  his  trial,  Belli ng- 
lum's  counsel  claimed  that  he  was  insane;  and,  fortified  by 
Itrong  afiidaYits,  besought  of  the  court  for  only  such  brief 
Belay  as  would  be  necessary  to  bring  from  Liverpool  and  else- 
where abundant  evidence,  from  parties  who  hod  known  him 
from  childhood,  that  Bellingham  was  and  hud  for  a  long  time 
been  insane.  This  brief  delay  was  opposed  by  the  tlien  at- 
'  tornej-general,  Sir  Vicary  Gibbs,  who  insisted  that  it  was 
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clearly  a  contriranoe  to  delay  the  admmutntion  of  jiutiee,  to 
impose  upon  the  coart  a  fitlse  belief*  Sir  Jamee  MaoBfidi* 
refused  to  grant  the  delay  asked  for.  The  trial  proceeded; 
the  attorney-general,  fortified,  as  he  said,  by  the  sages  of  die 
law,  declared  that  '^a  man  may  be  deranged  in  his  mind,  aot 
having  intellect  sufficient  to  conduct  the  common  aSun  of 
life,  yet  he  is  answerable  to  the  law  for  his  criminal  acts,  if  k 
is  capable  of  distinguishing  right  from  wrong/*  BellinglisB, 
when  called  upon  to  speak  for  himself,  made  a  long,  rambliog 
harangue,  setting  forth  his  claims  against  the  gOTemment,  tnd 
the  manner  in  which  justice  (as  he  said)  had  been  denied  lun. 
In  justification  of  the  homicide,  he  said  that  the  clerk  had,  in 
dismissing  him,  told  him  that  '^now  he  was  at  full  liberty  to 
take  such  measures  as  he  thought  proper  for  redress."  This, 
Bcllingham  insisted,  was  a  carte  blanche  from  the  gOTemmeDt, 
and  gave  him  the  clear  right  to  do  what  he  pleased.  He  ^^ 
pudiatcd,  in  express  terms,  the  idea  of  being  insane,  tod 
thanked  the  attorney-general  for  objecting  to  that  plea.  The 
whole  speech  is  plainly  that  of  a  madman,  and  onght  of  itself 
to  have  convinced  the  court  of  Bellingham*8  insanity.  The 
judge  duly  confirmed  the  law  as  laid  down  by  the  attorney- 
general;  Bcllingham  was  found  guilty,  and  hanged.  E\i 
crime,  commitment,  trial,  and  executiony  occupied  ju$t  oni 
week  !  Mr.  Percival  was,  as  we  have  stated,  shot  on  Monday, 
May  11th,  1811.  On  Monday,  May  18th,  the  dead  body  of 
Bcllingham  had  been  given  to  the  surgeons  for  dissection. 

To  show  the  condition  of  mind  of  this  poor  wretch,  vhen 
about  to  satisfy  the  ferocity  of  the  law,  take  the  following 
statement  from  Blackwood's  Magazine  for  1850,  p.  564:  "A 
military  officer  present  at  the  execution  of  Bcllingham,  and 
very  near  the  scaffold,  told  us  that  he  distinctly  recollects  B., 
while  standing  on  the  scaffold,  elevating  one  hand,  as  if  to 
ascertain  whether  it  were  raining,  and  saying  to  the  chaplain, 
in  a  calm  and  natural  manner,  ^I  think  we  shall  have  rain  to- 
day.'  '*     It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  Lord  Brougham,  in  the 

♦  In  iii:uiy  of  the  books  it  U  ytateJ  that  Lord  Mansfield  presided  at  this 
tri:d.  This  i?  obviously  a  mistake.  Lord  Mansfield  died  in  1798,  long  before 
ihe  Bellingham  trial. 
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lebate  on  the  caae  of  McNaughton,  while  condemning  the  re- 

I  filsal  of  delay  in  Bcllingham'B  case,  coolly  adds:  "No  one  cao 

I  ^ubt  that,  had  the  proof  heen  obtained,  the  result  would  hara 

'  been  the  same."     Those  who  desired  to  satirize  the  law  could 

■ot,  I  think,  do  it  more  effectively,  than  by  adding  to  this  rot 

I  aiarkable  opinion  of  the  learned  lord,  the  "cerlainli/  not"  of 

the  old  comedy.  I   | 

Case  VIII. — N.  Laurence  bad  been  arrested  for  a  petgi  ■ 

theft,  and  taken  to  the  police-station,  where  the  inspector,  an 

atter  stranger  to  Laurence,  was  standing  with  hie  back  to  th^ 

prisoner,  talking  to  some  friends.     Laurence  suddenly  seized 

I  ^  poker  and  struck  the  inspector  a  violent  blow  on  the  head, 

■  which  speedily  proved  fatal.     The  prisoner  admitted  that  ha 
rlad  no  motive  for  the  act,  and  would  have  struck  any  one  who 

had  been  standing  there  at  the  time;  he  said  he  was  glad  ht 

had  done  it,  and  hoped  the  inspector  would  die,  as  he  wished 

to  be  hanged. 

It  appeared  on  the  trial,  that  th«re  was  no  possible  cause  of   j 

quarrel  between  the  parties,  but  that  the  prisoner  seemed  to 

be  actuated  by  some  sudden  impulse,  for  which  not  the  slight* 
L  aat  reason  could  be  assigned.     This  man  was  hanged.  i 

I .    Compare  this  case  with  that  of  Touchet,  Case  IV.;  and  cak  1 
r  any  one  doubt  that  if  Touchet  was  rightly  acquitted,  LaurenM 

iraa  moat  wrongfully  murdered  ? 

Case  IX. — Thomas  Bowler  was  tried  for  murder,  at  the 

Old  Bailey,  July  2d,  1812.  The  killing  being  admitted,  thv 
Ldefence  was  insanity.  It  was  proved  by  unirapeachod  testis 
K'inony,  that  the  prisoner  had,  about  a  year  before,  an  attaok  I 

■  «f  epilepsy  of  great  severity,  and  had  ever  since  been  greatly  ' 
changed  in  comduct  and  conversation.  Mr.  Washburton,  supei^ 
intendent  of  a  lunatic  asylum,  swore  that  he  had  no  doubt  oC 
the  prisoner's  insanity.  To  place  the  matter  beyond  doubt,  i 
commission  of  lunacy,  by  which,  a  short  time  before,  the  pri* 
aoner  was  declared  insane,  waa  produced.  Yet  all  in  vaia*  ■ 
The  judge  charged,  as  usual,  that  if  tho  prisoner  was  capable 
of  distinguishing  right  from  wrong,  he  was  responsible  to  ibo 
law.  The  jury  found  Bowler  guilty,  though,  the  report  adds, 
with  some  diffiouUy ! 
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I  here  dote  mj  reoMrkt  on  the  thiid  pnpoudon.  Qm  Ik 
be  doubted  that  in  all  its  foroe  and  in  all  its  appanatkak- 
neia  the  proposition  is  true,  that  where  thia  ii|^  aadmii 
test  has  oontroUed  the  adminiBtrati0n  of  the  lav,  As  nsit 
has  been  the  perpetratimi  np(m  the  aeaflbld  of  moat  end  ■■> 
ders?  Will  any  one  say  that  the  reokleaa  haate  that  dodal  li 
poor  Bellingham  the  few  days  neceaaaxy  to  eataUiik  Ui 
defence  was  aught  less  than  mnrderona  7 

Was  the  partia%  that  sent  Laarweo  (Oaae  YIIL)to  tb 
gallows^  while  Boss  Tonohet  (Case  lY.)  waa  qMced,  anyd^ 
but  murderons  ? 

Above  all,  was  the  hanging  of  Thomaa  Bowler,  (Oase  EL,) 
after  he  had  been,  upon  doe  l^;al  inTeatigation,  deekr^  n- 
sane,  and  as  insane  deprived  of  the  oontrol  of  his  property, 
aught  but  murder  ?-*G.  B.  G.] 

In  applying  this  argnment,  oases  are  addnoed  which  it  vO 
be  useful  to  reriew.  Out  of  a  great  multitudey  I  will  prino- 
pally  select  such  as  haye  excited  peculiar  interest  of  late  jon 
indifferent  countries. 

Bobert  Dean  was  a  young  man  of  weak  intellect  and  strong 
animal  passions.  He  became  warmly  attached  to  a  feiub 
superior  in  station  to  himself,  and  was  rejected.  This  caused 
ungovernable  feelings  of  revenge,  and  he  determined  on  ber 
murder.  He  had  at  the  same  time  some  religious  ideas,  and  h 
occurred  to  him,  that  by  putting  this  woman  to  death,  he 
would  send  an  unprepared  sinner  into  eternity.  But  the  im- 
pulse to  shed  blood  had  taken  irresistible  possession  of  him. 
There  was  a  child  of  which  he  was  very  fond  and  had  ofies 
caressed,  who  he  concluded  had  fewer  sins  to  answer  for,  and 
this  he  determined  should  be  the  victim.  He  murdered  il, 
and  then  gave  himself  up  to  justice.  He  was  tried,  cos- 
demued,  and  executed  in  the  County  of  Surrey,  (England,)  in 
1819.  '^  The  act,  itself  a  sufficient  proof  of  insanity,  wu 
strengthened  by  insane  notions  and  actions,  and  al^lute 
raving  even  on  the  scaffold." 

I  will  only  add  to  these  a  case  which  has  excited  great  in- 
terest in  France,  the  country  where  it  occurred. 

Louis  Papavoine  was  born  at  Mouy,   department  of  the 
Bure,  in  1781.     He  had  a  liberal  education.     In  1804,  was 
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^CGiveil  as  an  extra  clerk  in  the  navy  department.     He  rose 
gradually,  through  good  conduct  and  attention  to  business,  to 
the  office  of  first  clerk  at  the  port  of  Brest.     He  was  uiib(>> 
oiable  and  melancholic,  much  addicted  to  solitary  walks.     He 
had  no  confidant,  but  in  ordinary  conversation  bis  ideas  were 
correct  and  eensible.     One  of  hia  fellow-clerks  deposed,  that 
during  the  last  year  of  his  clerkship  Fapavoine  complained  1 
that  an  individual  appeared  to  pursue  him  in  his  sleep,  and  : 
threatened  to  kill  him,  but  that  when  he  awoke  he  saw  no  one^ 
Thia  condition  of  mind  continued  for  ton  days,  after  whi<A  I 
nothing  remarkable  was  observed. 

Hid  father  died  in  1823,  and  he  determined  to  continue  the 
business.  Difficulties,  however,  soon  occurred.  The  peon^ 
niary  situation  of  the  family  became  very  critical. 

Papavoine  now  seemed  to  repent  having  quitted  his  clerl» 
ship,  and  made  some  fruitless  attempts  to  recover  it.  Thei* 
future  seemed  to  aggravate  the  severity  of  his  temper  and  tilt  ' 
gloominess  of  his  appearance.  He  one  day  said  to  his  mother^ 
"Mother,  my  father  is  not  dead.  I  have  the  proof  in  thil 
paper.  They  sometimes  bury  persona  who  are  alive."  Alarmed 
at  this,  she  appears  to  have  avoided  taking  her  meals  with  him 
although  she  continued  residing  under  the  same  roof. 

At  the  end  of  September,  1824,  Papavoine  complained  of  1 
illness.     A  physician  found  some  symptoms  of  fever,  and  pre* 
scribed  an  emetic  with  good  success,   and  further  directed   , 
exercise,  etc.     Papavoine  visited  Beauvais,  where  he  had  relb*  I 
lives  and  some  commercial  connections.      His  misanthrof^  I 
did  not,  however,  desert  him  here,  although  his  conversation^  | 
when  he  indulged  in  it,  was  correct.     The  only  peculiaritj 
noticed  was  a  question  to  his  relative,  whether  his  father  and 
brother  were  really  dead.     "I  have  a  paper  here,"  said  he, 
"which  contradicts  it."      He  also  complained  of  having  a 
mortal  enemy  at  Mouy. 

The  day  after  hia  arrival,  (October  3,)  he  received  an  on- 
expected  letter  from  his  mother,  staling  that  the  department 
of  war  had  agreed  to  a  renewal  of  part  of  the  contracts,  and 
for  which  he  appears  to  have  been  constantly  applying.  Aa 
some  further  negotiations  were  necessary  to  complete  these, 
he  determined  to  proceed  to  Parts.     He  borrowed  money  to 
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pay  his  ezpenses,  and  took  with  him  the  baggage  be  bad 
brought  from  Mouy,  writing  at  the  same  time  to  his  moAs 
for  additional  articles.  Among  his  baggage  brought  ftm 
home,  and  taken  by  him  to  Paris,  were  two  common  tdb 
tfifVet. 

On  the  fifth  of  October,  he  alighted  at  a  hotel  in  tm, 
Tisited  his  mercantile  correspondents,  and  arranged  the  mode 
of  completing  the  necessary  formalities  of  his  contract.  Enn 
this  day  until  the  tenth,  he  appears  to  have  kept  himself  foj 
retired.  On  that  day,  after  taking  a  slight  repast,  he  went  to 
the  forest  of  Yincennes. 

In  this  place  a  female  was  walking  with  her  two  boys,  one 
fire,  and  the  other  six  years  of  age.  A  yonng  woman,  tbo 
walking,  noticed  the  children,  and  requested  permission  to 
caress  them.  Papavoine  at  this  instant  passed  by  them,  took 
off  his  hat,  bowed,  and  proceeded  on.  The  young  ironiB 
also  pursued  her  walk.  She  was  encountered  by  PapaToine, 
who  addressed  her:  "Do  you  know  whose  children  yoa^ffe 
caressing?"  She  replied:  "We  may  caress  children, althoagli 
we  do  not  know  whose  they  are."  He  abruptly  left  her,  and 
appears  to  have  gone  immediately  into  an  adjacent  shop,  where 
he  inquired  for  a  case-knife.  They  refused  to  sell  any,  except 
by  the  dozen ;  but  on  his  offering  an  advance  in  the  price,  a 
single  one  was  sold  to  him. 

He  returned  to  the  walks,  and  with  a  pale  countenance  and 
haggard  aspect  encountered  the  mother.     **  Your  walk  is  soon 
finished,*'  said  he ;  and  bending  his  body  over  one  of  the  chil- 
dren, as  if  to  embrace  it,  plunged  his  knife  into  its  breast 
Alarmed  with  its  shriek,  though  ignorant  of  the  cause,  she 
struck  him  with  an  umbrella  which  she  had  in  her  hand.    He 
did  not  heed  this,  but  immediately  struck  the  second  in  an 
equally  fatal  manner.    Both  died  almost  instantly.    Papavoine 
escaped  into  the  wood ;  nor  was  it  until  some  hours  had  elapsed, 
that  he  was  arrested  by  a  gendarme.     He  had,  a  few  minutes 
previous,  emerged  near  where  a  soldier  was  walking,  of  whom, 
after  examining  his  clothes,  he  inquired   whether   thev  were 
not  soiled.     He  also  asked  the  way  out  of  the  forest.    He 
was  identified  by  the  mother,  and  gave  up  his  name. 
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On  liis  eitamiDation,  he  denied  having  committed  the  crime, 
sad  persisted  in  this  Tor  upwards  of  a  month ;  at  the  end  of 
which  period,  he  declared  that  he  had  Bomo  important  dis- 
closures to  make,  but  could  divulgo  them  only  to  two  royal 
princesses.  Hia  appliciition  to  see  them  was  refused;  and  he 
tiien  declared  that  he  had  committed  a  mistake  in  murdering 
these  children,  having  intended  to  destroy  those  of  the  Duke 
4e  Serri.     (The  duke  had  hecn  assassinated  previous  to  this.) 

This  audacious  statement  wus  considered  as  an  artifice,  to 
persuade  the  public  of  his  insanity.  About  this  period,  also, 
he  became  very  furious  in  his  prison;  got  out  of  his  bed  at 
night ;  searched  for  a  knife,  and  even  attempted  to  set  fire  to 
bis  bed,  His  keeper  having  momentarily  left  a  door  open  to 
admit  the  fresh  air,  he  escaped,  and  rushing  into  a  room  con- 
taining several  prisoners,  snatched  a  knife  from  the  hand  of 
toe  of  them,  gave  him  three  wounds,  and  was  only  prevented 
^ora  murdering  him  by  the  interference  of  those  present, 
flho  public  prosecutor  saw  in  all  this  "a  criminal  who  touijht 
Al  new  criinet  a  justification  of  previous  guilt."    He  was  tried 

the  25lh  of  February,  1825,  on  two  indictments — for  mur- 
der, and  for  an  attempt  to  kill. 

At  the  bar,  be  was  calm,  though  his  countenance  bore  tbt 
marks  of  sadness.  On  being  interrogated,  he  confessed  tfatf 
murder,  but  said  he  was  not  then  himself.  He  repelled  the 
idea  of  premeditation;  said  that  he  did  not  know  the  infanta 
at  all;  and  urged,  that  if  he  had  designed  to  kill,  he  would 
have  carried  with  him  the  knives  brought  from  Mouy.  Lahore 
ing  under  insanity,  he  committed  the  act;  but  its  execution 
being  completed,  ho  became  conscious  of  its  enormity,  and 
endeavored  to  escape. 

It  also  appeared  on  the  trial,  that  the  father  of  Fapavoina 
had  been  subject  to  attacks  of  mania  during  his  lifetime,  and 
that  ho  was  generally  a  morose,  melancholy  man. 

Aa  to  the  attack  on  the  yonng  man,  the  criminal  stated  that 
he  was  then  in  a  state  of  fury  irritated  by  his  confinement  and 
by  bad  treatment.  The  keeper  of  the  prison  deposed  that 
Papavoine  was  sometimes  in  a  most  fearful  fury;  his  hair 
literally  bristled — he  Had  never  seen  a  person's  hair  in  such  a 
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state ;  his  countenance  was  highly  inflsmed,  and  he  aetullj 
firightened  the  soldiers  who  snrronnded  hint.  Althon^W 
lieving  at  first  that  this  was  intended  as  a  deception,  tk 
witness  had  been  finally  constrained  to  consider  it  as  a  ml 
disease. 

The  public  prosecutor,  in  his  argument,  endeayored  to  shot 
that  the  present  was  a  case  of  ferocity  against  the  hnmin  net 
itself — a  thirst  for  blood — ^which  is  sometimes  seen,  alUioigk 
fortunately  the  instances  are  rare.  He  aptly  adduced  ex- 
amples from  the  history  of  revolutionary  France. 

M.  Paillet,  the  advocate  of  the  prisoner,  dwelt  much  on  tlie 
evidence  of  his  previous  illness,  as  indicative  of  a  disordered 
state  of  mind.  Ilis  misfortunes,  his  conversation  with  bk 
mother,  with  his  relatives  at  Bcauvais,  his  hallucination  con- 
cerning a  person  persecuting  him  and  threatening  his  life,  ui 
the  apparent  want  of  premeditation  in  the  murder,  evideDoed 
by  the  rapidity  of  his  actions,  all  were  urged  in  his  faror; 
and  the  advocate  expressed  his  decided  conviction  that  tlis 
was  a  case  of  mania  without  delirium^  as  described  bj  Pindf 
in  which  the  unfortunate  subject  is  often  hurried  to  comai: 
atrocious  crimes,  from  the  current  of  ideas  by  which  he  b 
unwillingly  haunted.  Such  persons  often  take  strong  aTti- 
sion,  and  even  hatred  against  individuals,  in  an  instant,  and 
without  any  assignable  cause.  Thus  parents  have  sometimes 
murdered  their  children,  and  the  wife  her  husband.  Mi^ht  h 
not  then,  at  the  moment  of  his  several  crimes,  have  been  labor- 
ing under  the  access  of  fury  incident  to  this  disease  ?  Lei 
him  be  confined,  so  as  to  guard  the  public  from  further  vio- 
lence ;  but  do  not  send  him  to  the  scafibld. 

The  jury,  after  retiring  for  half  an  hour,  broucrht  in  a  rer- 
dict  of  guilty  on  both  indictments.  He  was  condemned  to 
death,  and  executed  on  the  nineteenth  of  March.* 

These  remarks  bring  me  to  the  last  point  to  be  considered 
under  this  section.     I  refer  to  the  subject  of  moral  imaniiji^ 

The  idea  of  such  a  state  was  first  advanced  by  Pinel,  who 
characterized  it  by  the  name  of  manie  sans  del  ire  and  ob- 
served that  persons  laboring  under  it  appear  to  be  governeil 

*  Causes  Cdliibres  du  XIX.  Si^cle,  toI.  L  pp.  203  to  290. 
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f  a  Bort  of  instinctive  madncee,  as  if  tho  affections  alone  had 

^iliffered  injury.     Esquirol,  when  lie  vrote  his  valuable  articles 

for  the  Dictionary  of  Medical  Sciences,  did  not  recognize  thiB 

species,  but  he  has  since  avowed  having  met  with  several  cases 

in  lunatic  asylums,  and  is  convinced  of  its  distinct  character,* 

The  dawnings  of  this  melancholy  affection,  and  the  atrng- 

I  gles  of  the  understanding  with  it,  will  best  be  understood  b^ 

I  iiie  following  quotations  from  Marc; — 

"In  a  respectable  house  in  Germany,  the  mother  of  t 
I  fiunily,  returniug  home  one  day,  met  a  servant,  against  whonli 
I  Ae  had  no  cause  of  complaint,  in  the  greatest  agitation ;  sh*  ; 
I  Iwgged  to  speak  with  her  mistress  alone,  threw  herself  upott  1 
I  lier  knees,  and  entreated  tbut  she  might  be  sent  out  of  thff  j 
I  bouse.      Her  mistress,  astonished,  inquired  the  reason,  and   ' 
I  learned  that  wheuevcr  this  unhappy  servant  undressed  thbt  J 
I  little  child  which  she  nursed,  she  was  struck  with  the  whit««  | 
I  Bess  of  its  skin,  and  experienced  the  most  irresistible  desire 
I  to  tear  it  in  pieces.     She  felt  afruid  that  she  could  not  resiiti  | 
tbe  desire,  and  preferred  to  leave  the  bouse. 

"  This  circumstance  occurred  about  twenty  years  ago  in  thfr  I 
&mily  of  M.Le  Baron  Humboldt,  and  this  illustrious  persotk  j 
permitted  me  to  add  his  testimony, 

"A  young  lady  whom  I  examined  io  one  of  the  asylums  of  1 
tiie  capital,  experienced  a  violent  inclination  to  commit  homk  j 
iride,  for  which  she  could  not  assign  any  motive.  She  WM  j 
rational  on  every  subject,  and  whenever  she  felt  the  approaoh.  ] 
«f  this  dreadful  propensity,  she  entreated  to  have  the  strath  ( 
iraistcoat  put  on,  and  to  be  carefully  guarded  until  tluf  ■ 
paroxysm,  which  sometimes  lasted  several  days,  had  passed. 

"A  distinguished  chemist  and  a  poet,  of  a  disposition  natu- 
rally mild  and  sociable,  committed  himself  a  prisoner  in  one 
of  the  asylums  of  the  Faubourg  St.  Antoine.  Tormented 
by  the  desire  of  killing,  he  often  prostrated  himself  at  the 
foot  of  the  altar,  and  implored  the  divine  assistance  to  deliver 
him  from  such  an  atrocious  propensity,  of  the  origin  of  which 
he  could  never  render  an  account.  When  the  patient  felt  that 
his  will  was  likely  to  yield  to  the  violence  of  his  inclination, 
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he  hMtmed  to  ikm  head  of  the  astablirinMBt^  aad  itqpHtai 
to  hmre  his  thnmbs  tied  togetlMr  with  »  riUboii.  1!Us4||ift 
ligfttore  waa  BoffioioDt  to  ealm  the  mluppj  B^  who,  howw, 
tnished  bj  endeaToring  to  eommit  liomiQidia  vpon  OM«f  lb 
friendly  and  periahed  in  a  Tblent  fit  ni  manianml  fay.*^ 

Other  eaaea  of  a  afanflar  deaeription  «re  relatwi  bj  FmmI 
and  Oermaii  writera.  In  aome,  the  impokNi  to  iwarit  ■» 
der  waa  only  felt;  whfle  m  otfaera,  aa  m  motfaflfa  iridi  ttv 
jonng  infiuita,  the  deafare  at  laat  beosnie  iiieaiatMe  and  Aijf 
deatroyed  them.  Nor  ia  Ak  eonfined  to  the  pueipeial  pm^ 
when  we  might  poaaibly  aoapeot  the  preaeooe  of  ita  paeriir 
iaaanity,  bat  diQdren  of  eyery  age  have  been  iimB  inltnjti, 
both  by  frthera  and  mothers. 

The  following  ia  one  of  the  moat  dreadful  on  record,  for  da 
atrooity  of  the  crime,  and,  as  it  ia  generally  recognised  m 
belonging  to  this  diviaion,  may  be  here  stated  :^- 

Henrietto  CSomier,  aged  twenty-acTon  yeara^  a  doMrfi 
aenrant,  was  of  a  mild  and  lirely  diapoeitkni,  afarays  M  i 
gayety  and  vivacity,  and  remarkably  fond  <^  ohildreB.  h 
the  month  of  Jane,, 1825,  a  singolar  change  oeemiediah 
character.  She  became  silent,  melancholy,  absorbed  in  rerm^ 
and  was  soon  dismissed  from  her  service.  She  fell  gradnDj 
into  a  permanent  stapor.  Her  friends  were  alarmed,  ud 
suspected  that  she  was  pregnant,  which,  however,  was  not  tk 
case,  bat  they  coold  never  obtain  from  her  any  account  of  tk 
cause  of  her  dejection,  though  she  was  frequently  interrogitei 
In  the  month  of  September,  she  made  an  attempt  to  dron 
herself  in  the  Seine,  but  was  prevented. 

In  the  following  October,  her  relatives  procured  her  cnpkf 
ment  at  the  house  of  Dame  Foumier^;  but  her  conduct  appon 
tp  have  continued  as  before. 

Without  any  change  from  this,  she,  on  the  4th  of  Norcote; 
committed  the  following  act :  She  was  desired  by  Dame  Fov- 
nier,  who  went  from  home  in  the  mornings  to  prepare  £ua^ 
and  to  go  to  a  neighboring  shop  kept  by  Dame  Belon,  to  t^ 
some  cheese.    Henrietto  had  frequently  gone  to  this  ahomni 

*  Dr.  Prichard,  art.  SoundiiesB  and  UnMondneM  of  Mind,  im  pfdiH* 
«f  Pnilioal  HtdlsiMi. 
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when  there  always  carcBBed  a  beautiful  little  girl,  nineteen 
months  old,  the  child  of  Belon.  On  this  day  she  went,  and 
displayed  the  greatest  fondnesB  for  it,  and  persuaded  the 
mother,  who  was  at  first  rather  unwilling,  to  let  her  take  tt 
out  for  a  walk.  She  immediately  took  the  child  to  the  house 
of  Dame  Fournier,  then  empty,  mounted  the  common  staircase 
with  a  large  knife  which  she  took  from  the  kitchen,  and 
stretching  the  child  across  her  own  bed,  with  one  stroke  cut 
off  its  head.  This  she  placed  by  the  cafiement,  and  then  put 
the  body  on  the  floor  near  to  it.  All  these  proceedings  occu- 
pied about  a  quarter  of  an  hour;  and  during  this  time  Hen- 
riette  remained  perfectly  calm.  Dame  Belon  presently  came 
to  seek  for  her  child,  and  called  hor  from  the  bottom  of  the 
Btairs.  "What  do  you  want?"  said  the  latter,  advancing  on 
the  corridor.  "I  come  to  seek  my  child."  "Tour  child  is 
dead,"  replied  Henriettc  with  perfect  coolness.  The  mother, 
alarmed,  became  more  earnest,  and  she  again  pronounced  the 
words,  "Your  child  is  dead."  As  Belon  forced  her  way  into 
the  room,  Hcnriette  took  the  child's  head  from  tho  casement 
9nd  threw  it  by  the  open  window  into  the  street.    The  mother 

ished  out  of  the  house,  struck  with  horror.  An  alarm  was 
taised;  the  father  of  the  child,  and  officers  of  justice,  with  a 
crowd  of  persona,  entered.  Hcnriette  was  found  sitting  on  s 
chair  near  the  body  of  the  child,  gazing  at  it,  with  the  bloody 
knife  by  her,  and  her  hands  and  clothes  covered  with  blood. 
She  made  no  attempt  for  a  moment  to  deny  tbe  crime — con- 
led  all  the  circumstances,  even  her  premeditated  design, 

id  the  perfidy  of  her  caresses,  which  had  persuaded  the  un< 
bappy  mother  to  entrust  to  her  the  child.  It  was  found 
impossible  to  excite  in  her  the  slightest  emotion  of  remorse  or 
grief;  to  all  th&t  was  said,  she  replied  with  indifference,  "I 
intended  to  kill  the  child." 

Adelon,  Esquirol,  and  L^veill^  were  appointed  to  visit  her. 
After  several  interviews,  these  eminent  physicians  declared 
that  they  could  diacover  no  proof  of  insanity;  yet  they  were 
not  decided  ae  to  the  non-existence  of  such  disease. 

Ilenrielte  was  taken  to  the  Salp^tri^re.  There  she  was 
f^eatedly  inspected  by  the  physicians,  whose  last  report  con- 


ehidet  tliatyfroBi  Febnury  26  to  Jaw  t;  ilMj  bad  "JBicwrf 
merely  a  dejeotkm  of  mind,  slawnees  in  the  wmoSbtMimd 
tboQght,  and  profound  grief;  eeoondly,  ikmt  the  pheBsan 
are  explained  by  dronmstanoea,  and,  therefore,  are  no  |mf 
of  derangement;  and  thirdly,  that  the  opinion  aa  to  her  ni^ 
la  materially  affected  by  facta  relating  to  her  previooi  ImlnjL 
If  the  allegation  is  preyed,  that  long  prevkma  to  the  eonm^ 
tal  her  habits  and  her  whole  charaeter  were  dmnged;  Ailrii 
had  become,  at  a  particular  period,  dqeoted,  f^oomy,  tMiln% 
restless,  prone  to  rererie,  and  had  ooeaeioiMny  attemptodnk 
oide,  it  would  seem  that  her  present  state  ia  not  the  mikrf 
existing  circomstances,  since  it  haa  lasted  a  year  before  th 
commission  of  the  act,  in  which  case  the  opinion  as  to  kr 
sani^  would  be  materially  altered.*' 

On  the  trial,  M.  Esqoirol  and  seyeral  other  physicisna  lai 
examined.  Their  opinions  leaned  generally  toward  the  pn> 
sence  of  real  derangement  The  advocate-general  tniiri 
the  existence  of  monomania  as  a  mere  fancy,  invented  fords 
purpose  of  paralysing  the  hands  of  justice.  The  jniy  faroo^ 
in  a  Ycrdict  that  Henriette  had  committed  mnrder  Tohmtniy, 
bnt  without  premeditation,  and  she  was  condemned  to  jmt- 
petual  imprisonment  with  hard  labor,  and  to  be  branded.  9k 
heard  the  sentence  without  betraying  the  least  emotion. 

It  is  a  remark  of  Esquirol,  that  occasionally  moral  and  ^ 
sical  causes  can  be  assigned  for  this  disordered  state.  In  tio 
cases  it  resulted  from  the  chsnge  produced  by  puberty;  bat 
in  many  others  it  seems  to  be  founded  on  imitation.  Tlie 
fatal  propensities  are  excited  by  the  description  of  criminil 
actions.  In  several  cases  where  our  author  was  consulted,  it 
was  erident  that  females  of  respectable  standing,  who  wen 
strongly  impressed  by  the  story  of  Henriette*8  murder,  tsd 
the  horror  excited,  had  been  seized  with  a  similar  propensitj. 

The  following  are  enumerated  by  Dr.  Prichard  as  distb- 
guishing  characters  of  this  form  of  insanity,  deduced  from  loi 
own  obseryations  and  those  of  Esquirol : — 

^'1.  Acts  of  homicide,  perpetrated  or  attempted  by  insaiie 
persons,  haye  generally  been  preceded  by  other  striking  pecu- 
liarities of  action,  noted  in  the  conduct  of  these  individnaby 
often  by  a  Mai  change  of  charaeter. 


MENTAL   ALIEHATION. 


"  2.  The  same  individuala  have  been  discovered,  in  manj 
ioBtances,  to  have  attempted  anicide,  or  to  have  expressed  a 
Tish  for  death ;  sometimes  they  have  begged  to  be  executed 
BS  criminals. 

"3.  These  acts  arc  without  motive;  they  are  in  opposition 
to  the  known  influences  of  all  human  motives.  A  man,  knows 
to  be  tenderly  attached  to  them,  murders  his  trife  and  children 
—-a  mother  destroys  her  infant. 

"4.  The  subsequent  conduct  of  the  unfortunate  individoal 
is  generally  characteristic  of  his  state;  he  seeks  no  escape  at 
flight;  delivers  himself  up  to  justice;  acknowledges  the  crim^ 
had  to  his  charge;  describes  the  state  of  mind  which  led  tv 
its  perpetration ;  or  he  remains  stupefied  and  overcome  by  • 
horrible  consciousness  of  having  been  the  agent  in  an  Btro> 
eious  deed.  i 

"5,  The  murderer  has  generally  accomplices  in  vice  an^ 
crime ;  there  are  assignable  inducements  which  led  to  iti 
eommission — motives  of  self-interest,  of  revenge,  displaying 
■wickedness  premeditated.  The  acts  of  the  madman  are,  ht 
Bome  instances,  premeditated:  bat  his  premeditation  ispecolitf 
ftnd  characteristic."* 

Dr.  Ray  has  given  some  additional  characteristics:  (a.)  Tbs- 
impulse  to  destroy  is  powerfully  excited  by  the  sight  of  m 
derous  weapons,  by  favorable  opportunities  of  accomplishing  ' 
the  act,  by  contradiction,  disgust,  or  some  other  equally  triviil 
■nd  even  imaginary  circumstnnces.     (b.)  The  victims  of  th0   ' 
homicidal  maniac  are  mostly  cither  entirely  unknown  or  indif- 
ferent to  him,  or  they  arc  among  bis  most  loved  and  cherished 
objects,  and  it  is  remarkable  how  often  they  are  children,  and 
especially  his  own  offspring,     (c.)  While  the  greater  number 
deplore  the  terrible  propensity  by  which  they  are  controlle*^ 
and  beg  to  be  subjected  lo  restraint,  a  few  diligently  conceal 
it,  or  if  they  avow  it,  declare  their  murderous  designs,  and 
form  divers  schemes  for  putting  them  in  execution,  testifyiotf    ■ 
no  sentiment  of  remorse  or  grief,     {d.)  The  most  of  then^  ' 
having  gratified  their  propensity  to  kill,  voluntarily  confeSK  I 
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the  wGtj  and  quietly  give  themeelTes  op  to  the  proper 
ties ;  a  Tery  few  only — and  these  to  an  intelligent  obienv 
show  the  atrongeet  indications  of  inaam^ — fly,  and  peintii 
denying  the  act.* 

Under  thia  head  of  moral  intanify^  beaidea  the  impnlieto 
murder,  there  is  also  indaded  a  propenaity  to  break  and  dfr> 
stroy  whateirer  comes  within  reach  of  the  individual;  *^k 
short,  an  irresistible  impulse  to  commit  injury,  or  do  mii^ 
of  all  kinds."  And  this  is  observed  in  caaea  inwhickiti 
impossible  to  discover  any  motive  influencing  the  mind  of  tk 
person  who  is  the  subject  of  it.  '^  No  illuaive  belief  ftr  ci> 
ample,  can  be  detected,  that  the  lunatic  is  performing  a  ditj 
in  perpetrating  that  which  manifests  his  di8ea8e."t 

Many  cases  of  suicide  are  also  classed  under  this  head.  Ib 
these  instances,  ^^  there  is  generally  no  peculiar  illasionia- 
pressed  on  the  understanding  of  the  self- destroyer,  bat  a  per- 
version of  the  strongest  instinct  of  nature — self-preserTatkB.** 
Again,  the  propensity  of  setting  fire  to  houses  or  public  bsiU- 
ings  is  ranked  by  Dr.  Prichard  under  this  head.^  To  these 
Orfila  adds  monomaniaeal  robbery;  although  he  allows  tbt, 
in  this  case,  it  is  rather  more  difficult  to  show  the  want  i 
motive.! 


*  Ray'f  Med.  Jurisp.  of  Ins&nitj,  p.  280.  -f-  Prichtri 

X  Jonathan  Martin,  who  set  fire  to  York  MinsteTy  and  in  conseqwoei 
destroyed  that  splendid  and  Tenorable  relic  of  antiquity,  does  not  belong » 
this  class.  He  was  undoubtedly  a  monomaniac,  and  stated  that  he  wis  is- 
spired  by  a  dream  to  do  it,  so  that  people  would  go  to  otJier  places  to  lieii 
the  gospeL  (See  Medieo-Chirorgioal  Reriew,  ▼ol.  xv.  p.  222 ;  and  Shdibri 
on  the  Law  of  Lunatics,  p.  458.) 

2  Le9ons,  toL  iL  p.  65,  second  edition.  There  is  a  carious  ease  girna 
the  Annales  d' Hygiene,  toI.  iii.  p.  198,  and  styled  Monomanie  (rotiqut.  Tie 
IndiTidual  was  in  the  constant  habit  of  writing  loTe-letters,  sometimes  to  tkc 
highest  females  in  rank  in  France ;  and  although  repeatedly  coBfined  ■ 
prisons  and  in  asylums,  he  as  inyariably  recommenced  when  released.  He 
was  examined  by  Esquirol  and  Marc,  in  1826,  and  thejr  positively  state  dut 
they  could  find  no  proof  of  mental  alienation  in  his  moral  affectionf-it^ 
incoherence  in  language  or  reasoning,  and  nothing  in  his  physical  appM^ 
ance.  The  only  remarkable  circumstances  were  his  denial  of  haTmg  wrii- 
ten  any  letters— though  he  had  probably  sent  hundreds — and  his  dewniiig 
himself  the  object  of  persecution.  They  conclude  by  considering  him  ab- 
ject to  intermittent  madness. 
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-  The  cases  of  Papavoine,  Cornier,  and  others,  to  which  I 
irUl  hereafter  refer,  have  excited  great  interest  on  this  subject 
in  France,  and  nnmerous  publications  have  been  the  result. 
In  that  country,  Eaquirol,  Gall,  Bronssais,  Orfila,  Andral, 
Hare,  Georget,  Michu,  and  many  others,  have  avowed  their 
belief  in  the  various  forms  of  homicidal  insanity  which  I  have 
BOW  described;  while  in  England,  Trichard  and  Ellioteon,  and, 
I  doubt  not  many  others,  are  among  the  supporters  of  the 
doctrine.  Dr.  Woodward,  the  able  physician  of  the  State 
lunatic  Asylum  of  Massachusetts,  and  Dr.  Ray,  have,  in  this 
Country,  published  their  coincidence  with  it.* 

On  the  other  hand,  Regnault  and  CoIIard  de  Martigny, 
two  advocates,  have  opposed  it  strongly  in  their  writings. f 

The  main  scope  of  their  argument  is,  that  most  of  these 
oaseB  are  only  the  evidence  of  depraved  passions,  and  while 
tiiey  allow  that  some  arc  correctly  styled  maniacal,  and  there- 
fore do  not  bring  these  into  controversy,  they  assert  that  all 
countries  have  at  variona  periods  presented  criminals,  whose 
iotions  in  every  respect  resemble  those  of  the  homicidal  mono- 
L  maniacs  of  the  present  day.  Nero  and  Tiberius,  Robespierre 
Aod  Collot  D'Herbois,  say  they,  had  as  much  a  thirst  for 
I  blood  as  Papavoine  or  Cornier.  The  malignant  passions  also 
concentrate  on  a  single  idea;  and  though  the  individual  ia 
under  their  influence,  yet  on  points  not  connected  with  the 
prevailing  idea,  he  will  appear  calno  and  intelligent. 

To  the  argument  that  the  monomaniac  has  no  motive  to 
nrge  him  to  crime,  it  is  answered,  that  even  criminal  murderers 
do  not  all  destroy  for  money.  In  many  of  the  instances  of 
snpposed  insanity,  early  debauchery,  with  a  profound  ignorance 
of  the  obligations  due  to  God  and  man,  marks  the  character* 
Such  persons  may  acquire  a  passion  for  blood.  The  desire  to 
kill  exceeds  the  desire  to  obey  the  laws. 

The  frequency  of   cruelty  in  children,  the  tournaments  o^ 


*  Foanh  and  FtCtli  BeporU  at  the  8ra(«  Lunatic  Hoipital  at  Worecstor. 
Rny'B  Medical  Jurisprudence  of  Ineuiitf. 

f  RefCDiiult,  Da  DfSgre  de  Cnnip^teDco  <1e  Mf  Jerins,  e(c. ;  and  HoiirelteB, 
RjflexlDiiE  fur  la  Manomnnie,  etc.  See  also  hia  r«plf  (a  ■  review  of  hie  first 
work,  in  AudsIh  d'Hjeita*,  toL  Hi.  p.  SSI.  Collard  de  Marlignf,  Sur  U 
UonomoiiU- Homicide  et  la  Ltberti  Monle. 
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former  times,  the  gladiators  of  Borne,  the  bidl-fights  of  Spiii, 
and  the  fondness  for  witnessing  ezecutiona  in  all  ciYilised  eon- 
tries,  are  urged  as  proofs  that  this  dispoaition  can  be  eztet- 
sivelj  and  permanently  encouraged.  Above  all,  they  olgeet 
to  the  act  itself  being  deemed  the  material  proof  of  the  pn- 
sence  of  insanity.  Because  one  person  murders  another  vitt 
out  any  assignable  motive,  is  the  criminal  by  consequence  to 
be  considered  a  maniac? 

The  authors  whom  I  have  quoted  on  the  other  ade  addaoe 
a  multitude  of  facts  in  favor  of  their  poaition.  They  praeit 
the  narratives  of  the  respective  cases — ^the  terminatim  of 
many  of  them  in  raging  mania  or  dementia,  and  the  remirk- 
able  change  of  character  that  so  often  occurs. 

Esquirol  asks,  if  the  intellect  can  be  perverted  or  abolished, 
why  may  not  the  will?  Leuret,  in  his  reply  to  Begntah^ 
observes  that  there  are  instinctive  impulses  which  disfme  t 
man  of  liberty,  but  not  of  conscience.  The  criminal  hu  con- 
science, liberty,  will;  the  monomaniac,  conscience  lithoat 
liberty.  Thus  some  will  withdraw  themselves,  when  ther  fed 
the  disposition  for  committing  injury.  If  this  reasoning  be 
correct,  can  such  a  person  be  held  responsible  for  his  actioos, 
even  if  he  knows  what  he  is  doing? 

There  arc,  however,  many  others  who  go  far  beyond  the« 
experienced  observers,  and  seem  disposed  to  include  all  crime 
under  the  category  of  insanity.  Professor  Friedreich  lavs 
down  this  dictum:  "Plus  Facte  est  atroce,  plus  rirresponsi- 
bilitd  devient  probable."  A  Review  in  ^England,  importanc 
as  the  organ  of  a  party  in  political  ethics,  uses  these  wori^: 
"  The  public  mind  is  awakened  to  the  fact  that  all  crima  m 
the  result  of  perversions  of  intellect j  andy  like  other  sptciti  vj 
insanity^  deserve  to  be  treated  with  more  of  compassion  than 
vengeance."  In  Germany,  the  following  question  has  been 
gravely  discussed  among  its  medical  jurists  :  If  monomania 
consists  in  a  subjection  of  the  intellectual  faculties  to  one 
predominant  idea,  ought  we  not  to  regard  a  person  mono- 
maniacal  whose  mental  faculties  are  governed  by  a  vivid  aff«- 
tion — a  violent  passion?  or,  in  other  words,  is  the  existence  of 
monomania  to  be  conceded,  whether  the  reason  is  affected  bj 
an  erroneous  conviction  or  a  violent  passion  t     The  answer  to 
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this  is  generallj  in  the  negative,  yet  some  contend  that  there 
IB  a  mixed  diseased  state  of  the  mental  faculties,  a  blending 
of  passions  and  insanity.* 

To  such  doctrines  and  their  consequences,  let  me  interpose 
the  remarks  of  the  judicious  Andral. 

*  Friedreich,  in  Annales  d' Hygiene,  toI.  xiv.  p.  460 ;  Wesiminster  Re- 
Tiew,  Tol.  xxiii.  p.  222,  American  edition  ;  Taufflieb,  in  Annales  d*Hjgi^ne, 
Tol.  xiy.  p.  187.  To  illustrate  the  far-spread  specalations  of  the  Qermans 
on  this  subject,  I  may  add  that  Professor  Iloiuroth  insists  that  moral  de- 
praTity  is  the  essential  oaose  of  insanity.  With  him,  guilt  and  sin  are  its 
real  sources. 

Most  of  my  readers  will  recollect  the  dreadful  murders  committed  not 
long  since  in  the  County  of  Kent,  in  England,  under  the  direction  of  the 
maniac  Thorn.     His  followers  came  justly  under  the  power  of  the  law;  and 
in  excuse  of  their  conduct,  Dr.  Hall  ushers  before  the  public  the  following 
doctrines  promulgated  by  Dr.  Hunt:  *<The  fact  to  which  I  allude  is  this — 
that  there  is  a  species  of  insanity,  of  a  contagious  nature,  and  of  a  temporary 
duration,  totally  unconnected  with  diseased  structure,  but  yet  evidently  con- 
sisting in  a  suspension  of  the  healthy  action  of  the  intellectual  ftinotion  of 
the  cerebellum — a  disease  which  will  certainly  yield  to  circumstances,  and 
which  ought  not,  on  any  pretence,  to  become  the  subject  of  judicial  retri- 
bation.     I  have  seen  many  such  cases ;  they  are  closely  allied  to  the  con- 
tagious hysteria  of  hospitals,  and  are  chiefly,  but  not  wholly,  confined  to 
the  female  sex.     They  are  commonly  connected  with  extravagant  notions  of 
religion.     I  should  not  hesitate  to  say  that  the  late  Rev.  Mr.  Irving,  and 
nearly  all  his  followers,  were  the  subjects  of  monomania  of  a  contagious 
nature.     What  I  wish  now  particularly  to  urge  is,  that  those  poor  deluded 
men,  who  are  about  to  be  tried  for  murder,  are,  in  fact,  now  as  harmless 
and  as  innocent  as  any  of  her  majesty's  subjects ;  and  as  their  leader  was 
once  pardoned  for  peijury,  being  insane,  so,  a  fortiori^  these  poor  fellows 
ought  to  be  pardoned  on  the  same  gpround.    He  might  have  been  a  desperate 
impostor ;  they,  to  believe  his  lies,  must  have  been  temporarily  insane.     The 
cause  of  their  insanity  being  removed,  the  effect  has  ceased.     Out  of  about 
1600  persons  in  the  neighborhood,  who  believed  in  his  pretensions,  nbt  one, 
I  believe,  remains  deluded  now.    That  they  caught  the  disease  of  him,  as 
the  smallpox  and  typhus  fever  are  sometimes  supposed  to  be  caught,  through 
the  medium  of  the  nervous  system,  I  cannot  entertain  a  doubt."  (Lancet, 
N.  S.,  vol.  xxii.  p.  453.)      What  an  admirable  defence  of  mobs  and  Lynch  law! 
Dean  Tucker,  domestic  chaplain  of  Bishop  Butler,  the  author  of  the 
"Analogy,"  relates  that  in  one  of  their  conversations  at  Bristol,  the  bishop 
asked  him  the  following  question :  <*  Why  might  not  whole  communities  and 
public  bodies  be  seized  with  fits  of  insanity,  as  well  as  individuals  7"     **  My 
lord,  I  have  never  considered  the  case,  and  can  give  no  opinion  concerning 
it."     **  Nothing  but  this  principle,  that  they  are  lutble  to  insanity,  equally  at  lea*t 
with  private  persons,  can  account  for  the  m^/orpart  of  those  transactions  of  which 
vf  read  in  history,**  (Quarterly  Beriew,  voL  Ixiv.  p.  186,  Amerioan  edition.) 
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'*  It  18  only  where  the  ioBanity,  mt  the  time  of  eomnntttg 
the  crimey  is  quite  nnequiyocal,  thet  the  indindnsl  duraldin 
saved  from  the  penalty.  The  interests  of  soeietj  mnkk 
regarded,  and  we  most  act  upon  the  minds  of  men  by  ena- 
ples  of  seTerity,  so  as  to  make  an  impreason,  and  t&taik 
others  by  a  salutary  fear.  I  have  dwelt  upon  this  point  tk 
more,  because  I  think  that  of  late  medical  men  ha?e  &Iki 
into  the  error  of  laying  too  much  to  the  charge  of  insuii^  m 
regards  crime."* 

Again :  ^^There  are  some  who  hold  that  the  mere  aet  of  t 
party,  without  any  corroborating  circiunstances,  is  soiBciat 
to  indicate  sanity  or  insanity,  and  to  justify  responsibility  or 
the  contrary.  Such  persons,  we  presume,  would  have  pro- 
nounced this  prisoner  insane,  and  therefore  irresponsible,  nnee 
her  act  was  committed  without  motive,  and  against  all  die 
common  feelings  of  humanity.  We  cannot  hold  with  tlus 
doctrine.  It  is  true,  that  crime  is  rarely  committed  bj  t 
sane  person  without  motiye,  but  there  are  numerous  casa^iA 
which  we  are  unable  to  trace  the  motive,  and  were  we,  on  tbe 
principle  assigned,  to  allow  of  irresponsibility  on  these  occa- 
sions, we  should  be  assuredly  overthrowing  one  of  the  great 
barriers  established  for  the  protection  of  society,  "f 

"Some  writers  have  called  this  moral  insanity,  or  in3tin^ 
tivc  homicidal  mania,  {jnania  sine  delirio,)  and  have  accumn- 
lated  instances  of  fond  parents  murdering  their  children,  hus- 
bands their  wives,  and  servants  their  masters.  The  difficoltj 
to  the  admission  of  such  a  state  appears  to  us  to  consist  in  the 
fact  that  the  insanity  is  pleaded  for  the  crime  only,  that  it  did 
not  exist  before  or  after  its  perpetration,  and  that  it  may  thus 
be  converted  to  a  specious  means  for  totally  exempting  crimi- 
nals from  punishment.";]: 


*  Lectures,  London  Med.  Qaxotte,  yoI.  xviiL  p.  811. 

f  British  and  Foreign  Med.  ReTiew,  voL  iii.  p.  535.  That  the  har  is 
equnllj  becoming  startled  at  the  extent  to  which  the  new  dootrineB  <m  is- 
sanitj  are  carried,  is  oTideut,  I  think,  from  the  publication  of  Mr.  Stock  « 
the  Law  of  Non-Compotes  Mentis,  London,  1838.  See  a  reriew  of  this  work 
in  the  London  Law  Magazine,  vol.  xx.  p.  1. 

I  Urititih  and  Foreign  Med.  Review,  toL  x.  p.  143.  «•  We  must  oonftss, 
that  great  as  is  our  deference  to  Dr.  Priohard's  superior  obserratioxi,  wt  han 
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A$  a  corollary  to  aU  thisj  may  I  make  the  following  nugget" 
turn:  Why  should  it  not  be  enacted  that  the  Mubbbr  (for  all 
the  difference  of  opinion  is  only  about  this)  s?iaU  not  be  the 
^r$t  and  earliest  proof  of  the  Insanity  f 

As  a  conclusion  to  this  subject,  I  will  state  two  cases  that 
liaye  lately  occurred  in  this  country.  Their  resemblance  to 
several  of  the  narratives  that  I  have  already  given  will  be 
readily  recognised. 

Abraham  Prescott,  of  Pembroke,  New  Hampshire,  was  re* 
cently  tried  for  the  murder  of  Mrs.  Sally  Cochran.  He  was 
eighteen  years  of  age,  and  had  resided  for  several  years  in  the 
family  of  the  deceased.  On  the  6th  of  January,  1838,  he  made 
an  attempt  on  the  lives  of  Cochran  and  his  wife,  at  midnight, 
and  while  they  were  asleep ;  but  the  blows  which  he  gave  with 
an  axe  were  fortunately  not  fatal.  The  case  was  considered 
one  of  destructive  somnambulism,  as  there  was  no  previous 
malice  exhibited.  On  the  23d  of  June,  1833,  he  accompanied 
Mrs.  Cochran  to  a  field,  for  the  purpose  of  gathering  straw* 
berries.  He  came  upon  her  unawares,  and  murdered  her,  by 
beating  her  head  with  a  stake,  after  which  he  dragged  the 
body  about  two  rods  from  the  scene  of  violence,  where  it  was 
concealed  in  brushwood.  Very  soon  afterwards  the  husband 
ascertained  from  Presoott  himself,  on  asking  where  his  wife 
was,  what  he  had  done.  ^^I  ordered  him,"  says  Mr.  Cochran, 
^Ho  run  and  show  me  where  she  was.  He  was  loth  to  go,  but 
finally  started,  and  on  the  way  stated  that  he  had  the  tooth- 
ache, sat  down  by  a  stump,  fell  asleep,  and  that  was  the  last 
he  knew,  until  he  found  that  he  had  killed  Sally." 

Soon  after  being  arrested,  in  conversation  with  the  coroner, 


■ome  difficulty  in  admitting  the  existence  of  any  form  of  moral  insanitj 
disjoined  from  some  degree  of  mental  infirmity,  less  perceptible  in  Ui« 
Blighter  cases,  but  manifest  in  the  sererer."  (Britiah  and  Foreign  Med.  Re- 
view, Tol.  Tii.  p.  6.) 

I  am  pleased  also  to  add  the  following  remarks  of  Dr.  Ray,  American 
Jurist,  Tol.  xxii.  p.  821 :  ** Where  this  affection  is  alleged  in  excuse  for 
crime,  it  must  be  proved,  first,  that  it  was  really  present;  secondly,  that  it 
had  arrived  to  that  stage  in  which  its  impulses  are  irresistible;  thirdly, 
that  it  should  be  the  exclusive  cause  of  the  criminal  acC 
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the  prisoner  confessed  the  crime  with  which  he  wu  cbaipii, 
ftiid  that  officer  farther  stated  the  language  held  bj  )im. 
**He  and  the  deceased  went  oat  into  James  Cochran's  piBtm 
together,  from  thence  down  into  the  brook  field ;  that  ida 
aboat  to  retom  home  he  made  her  a  propoea!,  which  she  iafig- 
nantly  repelled,  calling  him  a  rascal,  etc.,  and  aaid  she  loiU 
tell  her  hosband,  and  he  would  be  punished.  The  priBOMr 
then  sat  down  on  a  stump— considered  his  situation— thoogk 
he  most  go  to  jail  for  his  offence,  and  had  as  lief  die  tt  go 
there.     Saw  a  stake  near  him,  caught  it  up  and  killed  her." 

The  prisoner,  on  his  indictment,  pleaded  not  gafltj,aiid]ii 
counsel  set  up  the  defence  of  insanity. 

He  was  described  as  a  moody,  odd  sort  of  person.  It  vu 
also  proved  that  there  was  a  hereditary  predisposition  to  m* 
sanity  in  the  family  on  the  paternal  side,  exhibited  in  the 
grandfather  and  one  or  two  of  his  brothers,  the  grandimeltt 
of  the  prisoner. 

His  parents  testified  that  when  an  infant,  six  weeks  old,  hie 
head  began  to  enlarge,  and  at  three  years  was  as  large  as  his 
father's.  He  suffered  with  sores  in  his  infancy,  and  was  Terr 
much  addicted  to  sleep-walking. 

Drs.  Wymau  and  Parkman  (the  perusal  of  whose  testimonj 
I  particularly  recommend)  gave  the  result  of  their  extenave 
experience  on  the  subject  of  hereditary  insanity,  illustrating 
its  great  frequency,  and  the  predisposition  to  its  occorrence 
that  thus  existed.  Dr.  Wyman  has  been  sixteen  years  phy- 
sician of  the  McLean  Asylum  for  the  Insane,  in  Charlestomi} 
Massachusetts,  and  I  was  hence  struck  with  one  of  bis  answers. 
^*  Insanity  is  sometimes  manifested  by  a  sudden  disposition  to 
violence,  and  sometimes  to  great  violence,  but  I  do  not  remem- 
ber that  I  have  seen  any  case  where  the  first  symptom  was  a 
disposition  to  kill." 

Dr.  Cutter,  who  had  for  a  number  of  years  kept  a  priTaie 
asylum,  corroborated  the  opinion  of  the  other  medical  wit- 
nesses. Hereditary  insanity  may  manifest  itself,  he  observed, 
without  any  known  cause.  It  is  often  sadden  and  intermit- 
tent, and  is  sometimes  accompanied  by  an  irresistible  disposi- 
tion to  commit  violence. 
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Tho  jury  foand  the  prisoner  guilty.* 

The  other  case  was  that  of  Major  Mitchell,  tried  before  the 
■upreme  judicial  coart  of  the  State  of  Maine,  in  November, 
1834,  for  assaulting  and  maiming  a  boy  aged  eight  years,  &nd 
named  David  F.  Crawford. 

Mitchell  was  eleven  years  of  age.     It  appears  that  he  ia- 

I  duced  Crawford,  hy  threats,  to  go  with  him  and  gather  somv  I 

I  flags.     In  a  very  short  time  he  began  to  whip  the  boy.     A.  j 

1  neighbor  heard  the  crying,  and  took  the  prisoner  off,  and  sent 

[  Crawford   home.      Mitchell,  however,  intercepted  him,  anC 

I'Bfter  various  threats,  carried  him  into  the  woods,  threw  hini 

f  into  the  bushes,  then  carried  him  to  a  pond  and  thrust  him  iBj 

iook  off  his  clothes,  tied  bis  hands,  and  then  whipped  turn 

I  leverely  with  withes.     Finally,  he  took  a  piece  of  sharp  tio 

and  cut  out  one  of  bia  testicles.     His  cruelty  did  not  ccaae 

even  with  this,  as  he  afterwards  continued  to  beat  him. 

On  the  trial,  the  counsel  for  the  defendant  stated  that  he 

Would  prove  that  the  prisoner,  iu  early  infancy,  had  received 

t  dangerous  hurt  on  the  top  of  his  head,  and  that  a  striking 

pialforniatiou  of  that  part  was  now  present ;  but  owing  to  the 

I  absence  of  the  parents  of  Mitchell,  a  part  of  this  was  not  cor- 

,  toboratod.     Dr.  Mighels,  of  Portland,  however,  deposed  that 

there  was  an  unusual  appearance  in  the  construction  of  the 

liead — a  palpable  depressioii  on  the  cranium,  and  the  right 

ar  was  lower  than  the  left. 

Mr.  Bailey,  at  whose  school  Mitcbell  bad  attended  for  abont 
two  months,  swore  that  be  could  read  in  spelling  lessons,  bat 
I  sot  in  reading  lessons.  He  did  not  leam  so  fast  as  othera 
r  did,  but  made  improvement.  "  He  was  more  sly  than  other 
beys;  he  would  watch  me  narrowly,  and  was  miachievoua  when 
I  turned  my  back.  Punishment  influenced  bis  conduct.  I  do 
pot  consider  him  so  brigbt  as  others,  but  far  from  being  a 
fool."     He  had  been  punished  for  quarreling, 

The  jury  found  the  prisoner  guilty,  and  be  was  sentenced 
9  nine  years  hard  labor  in  the  State  prison. 

0  I  ftia  indebted  for  the  facta  id  tbia  CB^e  to  Ihe  Bosdin  Medioal  had  Siir- 

£oaI  Jouroal,  toL  zi.  p.  3U1.     On  referring  to  tb«  McouDt  of  Uie  trial,  with 

I   irhioh  I  wu  r&Tored  b;  Dr.  L.  T.  Bell,  1  find  tbs  ftboT«  tbslract  to  be  entirelj 
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The  reporter  of  this  case  (Mr.  Otis)  obserfes  that  nuiijire 
of  opinion  "that  utter  fifttaity  in  this  oonviot  is  inferable, fak, 
from  the  rery  circumstances  of  the  case^  as  made  out  upon  Ai 
trial ;  next,  by  the  manner  and  terms  of  the  boy's  eo&Teni' 
tion  in  reference  to  the  revolting  subject  of  his  eiime;  ul 
lastly,  by  his  present  appearance,  his  past  history,  and  peeoGv 
physical  conformation."* 


*  Report  of  the  trud  of  Mijor  IfitchoU*  etc.,  bj  Jmmm  F.  Otb,  ettanif 
aUftw,  PortU&d,  1884.    Alio  Boaton  Hedioal  and  Snrgioal  Joonal,  laL  n 
p.  404.    I  wfll  in  this  place  sdd  references  to  additional  eaeec;  but  laal 
premiie,  that  while  some  are  clearly  referable  to  Dr.  Pridiard'e  mor^  ih 
Momtjf,  others  are  at  least  Terging  to  monomania  ;  and  tbe  reason  probiUj  if 
this  is,  that  on  the  continent  they  haTC  uniTersallj  reoeiTcd  the  gcMol 
appellation  of  homicidal  monomania^  ntieidal  monomania,  m/aiUkidal  mm* 
mania,  etc.  etc     And  this  is  probably  in  deference  to  Bsquirol,  who,  inUi 
Note  sur  la  monomanie-homicide,  p.  4,  makes  a  dlTision  of  this  form  of  di»> 
ease.    Some  of  these  insane  murderers,  according  to  him,  are  prompted  li 
the  act  by  a  delusion — ^by  false  reasoning — by  a  delirinm ;  others  ifu 
exhibit  no  appreciable  alteration  of  the  intellect  or  affections ;  thej  an 
impelled  by  a  blind  instinct — an  idea  which  forces  them  to  acts  of  TioUMb 
Now  the  first  class  is  undoubtedly  monomania,  and  shoald  not  be  cobimiiI 
with  the  others.    Dr.  Prichard  very  justly  condemns  the  union,  sibm  tk 
Tery  term  monomania  implies  a  partial  illiuion,  the  absence  of  which  »  Ai 
essence  of  his  moral  imanity.     When,  howeycr,  we  proceed  to  ansljxe  tb 
cases,  some  difficulty  will  be  experienced  in  classifying  them.    1  contflU 
myself  with  indicating  such  as  are  worthy  of  examination. 

Many  arc  contained  in  the  three  pamphlets  of  Georget — Examm  JtfSf&*- 
Ugaht  Ditcns»ion  Midico-Ugaltf  and  Xouvdlt  Disctusion  JH^dico-l/yaU.  (Esqn* 
rol  and  Mlchu  on  Monomanie-Homidde.) 

Orfila's  Lemons,  toI.  ii.  pp.  52  to  66,  second  edition. 

Annalos  d' Hygiene,  toI.  i.  p.  126.    Three  cases  at  Charenton,  selected  bj 
Esquirol.  (Vol.  ii.  p.  892.)     A  murderer  of  his  wife,  examined  by  E^qiiinl 
and  Perms.  (VoL  iii.  p.  418.)    Case  by  Professor  Groasi,  of  Munich, sou 
seyenty  years  old,  who  killed  his  two  children  and  shot  his  serrant   He 
was  confined,  and  died  within  the  year,  of  dementia.    (Vol.  tIL  p.  ITi) 
Criminal  propensities  of  a  child,  aged  eight  years.   (Vol.  viiL  p.  897.)   ii 
extraordinary  case  of  child-murder,  by  Dr.  Reisseissen,  with  obserratMtf 
by  Marc.  (Vol.  ix.  pp.  481,488.)     Homicidal  monomania.   (Vol.  xi.  p.24!: 
Tol.  xii.  p.  127;  ibid.,  p.  94.)    Arson  by  an  uneducated  girl,  whowupts- 
sionate  and  deemed  a  fool.  (Vol.  xiii.  p.  220.)     Case  of  Nonnent,  a  nviag 
madman.  (Vol.  xiv.  p.  154.)     Taufflieb,  on  the  present  state  of  medico-legil 
doctrines  on  insanity  in  Germany.    (Ibid.,  pp.  389,  426  ;  vol.  xy.  p.  12!^.) 
A  young  man,  murderer  of  his  brother,  sister,   and  mother.     There  wis 
hereditary  insanity  in  the  family,  and  he  had  been  of  a  moody  disposition 
from  childhood  upwards.    This  is  a  very  interesting  case,  showing  hoiri 
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[The  subjoined  extracts,  from  recently  published  charges  of 
distinguished  judges,  will  show  that  the  law,  as  to  the  criminal 
responsibility  of  the  insane,  is  entirely  unsettled. 

dflslre  of  eolat  enters  into  the  mind  of  the  maniac.  (Vol.  xvi.  p.  121.)  On 
homicidal  monomania,  by  M.  Cazanyieilh.  (Vol.  zvii.  p.  874.)  A  pregnant 
female  murdering  two  of  her  children,  at  Tarions  times,  by  blows  and  other 
•erere  treatment.  This  is  the  history  of  a  passionate  woman,  and  the  only 
extenuating  circumstance  I  can  find  is  that  several  of  her  relatives  had 
beeome  insane.  The  decision  of  the  medical  examiners  was  as  follows: 
**  IMolarons  qu'il  est  possible  que  la  femme  R.  ait  agi  par  suite  de  quelqae 
affeotion  ayant  trouble  momentanement,  Texeroise  de  ses  facult^d  mentales." 
She  was  condemned  to  six  months  imprisonment.  (VoL  xviii.  pp.  219,  874.) 
A  female  g^lty  of  many  acts  of  theft.  She  was  fifty  years  of  age,  of  ex- 
oeUent  character,  and  easy  property.  On  arriving  at  Paris,  she  committed 
numerous  larcenies  at  shops.  Esquirol  and  Marc,  to  whom  the  case  was 
referred,  reported  in  favor  of  her  being  monomaniacal.  She  had  been  pre- 
Tiously  subject  to  puerperal  mania.  (Vol.  xx.  p.  485.)  Cases  by  Esquirol. 
(VoL  xxiii.  p.  204.) 

American  Jurist,  vol.  xiv.  p.  258,  vol.  xv.  p.  82,  vol.  xvi.  pp.  48,  815,  841. 
Essays,  principally  by  Dr.  Kay,  vol.  xxii.  p.  27. 

Trial  of  Sir  Alexander  G.  Kinloch,  for  the  murder  of  his  brother,  at  Edin- 
burgh, in  1795,  in  State  Trials;  and  Gordon  Smith  on  Medical  Evidence, 
p.  884. 

Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  vol.  xli.  p.  880.  A  man,  in  per- 
fect health,  awoke  insane  out  of  sleep,  and  attempted  to  kill  his  wife.  He 
recovered  by  an  emetic,  in  a  few  hours,  and  has  never  been  insane  since. 
(Ibid.,  voL  xxxviii.  p.  49.)  Case  of  Stirrat,  convicted  at  Glasgow  of  the  ro6- 
bery  and  murder  of  his  aunt,  but  reprieved  on  the  ground  of  weakness  of  mind. 

Ibid.,  vol.  xlviii.  p.  448.  Case  by  Marc,  of  Augusta  Strohm,  of  Dresden, 
who  was  incited  to  murder,  by  seeing  several  persons  executed.  (From  the 
Memoirs  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Medicine. ) 

Medioo-Chirurgical  Review,  vol.  x.  p.  226.  Cases  of  homicidal  mania,  etc., 
in  Paris,  by  Barbier,  Esquirol,  Marc,  etc.  Vol.  x.  p.  482;  do.,  including  the 
cases  of  Cornier,  Schmitt,  a  parricide,  Tristel  and  several  others.  Vol.  xiii. 
p.  244.  Homicidal  and  infanticidal  mania ;  cases  by  Professor  Outrepont, 
of  'Wnrtzburg.  Vol.  xiii.  p.  441.  Cases  of  infanticidal  monomania  at  Copen- 
hagen, by  Dr.  Otto.  Vol.  xiv.  p.  74.  Similar  case  by  Dr.  Hawkins,  of  Lon- 
don. Vol.  xxxii.  p.  84. 

Dr.  Blnke  on  the  case  of  Greensmith,  who  strangled  four  of  his  children. 

New  York  Medical  and  Physical  Journal,  vol.  iii.  p.  250.  Case  of  Eirby, 
who  drowned  two  of  his  children. 

London  Medical  Repository,  vol.  xxvi.  p.  454. 

Lancet,  N.  S.,  voL  viii.  p.  135.  Case  by  Dr.  Elliotson.  Vol.  xi.  p.  577. 
Andral's  Lecture  on  Murder- Madness. 

London  Medical  Gazette,  vol.  xii.  p.  80.  A  girl,  aged  sixteen  years,  set 
fire  to  her  master's  house,  without  any  apparent  motive.    Her  previous 


On  the  one  uda,  the  ground  tefcan  hf  JoJgs  MajnlO.!. 
Bhnw  is  exMoQj  irhmt  the  praMnt  itete  of 
tnd  will  entirely  Mtiefy  every  jvdidury  expert. 

On  the  trial  of  Brown,  Judge  M»7^  said:  ^Ulk 
powers  were  either  so  defioient  that  he  hnd  no  wil,  m  mt 
seienoei  or  eontndling  power;  or  i^  throogh  the  overvkaUf 
power  of  mentsl  ^seasei  his  intelleetonl  power  wis  6r  tti 
time  being  oblitented,  he  was  not  pnniahaUe." 

On  the  trial  of  Bi^B^ers,  A.D.  1848,t  O.  J.  Shaw  sal:  "I 
his  reasoning  powers  are  so  defieient  that  he  has  no  W]ii,«a 
sdenoe,  or  controlling  power;  or  if,  through  the  iimislMlain 
▼iolence  of  mental  disease,  his  intellectual  power  is  for  the  tin 
obliterated,  he  is  not  punishable.  If  he  has  a  knowledge  Art 
the  act  is  wrong  and  criminal,  and  mental  power  enos^  li 
apply  that  knowledge  to  his  own  case,  he  la  punishable. 

**Did  the  prisoner,  in  committing  the  homicide,  act  bmm 
irresistible  and  uncontrollable  impulse  ?  If  ao,  the  act «  Mt 
that  of  a  voluntary  agent,  but  the  involontary  act  of  hie  boif, 
without  the  concurrence  of  a  mind  directing  it.  The  sciva 
the  result  of  disease,  and  not  of  a  mind  capable  of  choong; 
of  uncontrollable  impulse,  and  not  of  a  person  acted  os  if 
motives,  and  governed  by  a  will." 

Nothing  can  be  more  clear,  nothing  more  entirely  in  coe- 
Bonance  with  the  views  of  all  the  best  writers  on  insanity  tlai 
this  admirable  charge;  but,  unfortunately,  nothing  can  benne 
entirely  and  irreconcilably  opposed  to  the  doctrines  on  da 
subject  laid  down  by  other  judges,  both  in  Enghmd  iil 
America. 

oharacter  wm  good,  but  ahe  had  always  boon  reaerTed  sad  taoiton.  8k 
bad  nerer  menstruated.  In  January,  1832,  she  was  in  the  ChieheltcrI^ 
firmary,  laboring  under  measles  and  low  fever.  Her  trial  came  on  it  Ai 
Lewes  assliea,  in  Mareh,  1883.  Dr.  King  and  other  medical  flUHtlfun 
though  they  had  not  seen  her,  gave  it  as  their  opinion  that  serere  iIlM> 
might  have  caused  imbecility  of  mind. 

Probably  I  may  add  to  these  the  case  of  Gilbert,  tried  in  New  York,  mm 
years  since,  for  murdering  his  wife.  He  had  injured  his  head  at  a  eo&nitf* 
able  time  previous,  and  was  deemed  insane  by  sereral  of  hia  neighboia  Ha 
wife  deserted  him.  He  went  to  New  York,  and  finding  her  in  an  eqaiTOol 
situation  in  a  bawdy-house,  stabbed  her  with  a  knife. 

*  American  Journal  of  Insanity,  toL  xiiL  p.  249. 

f  7  Metoalf,  Com.  «.  Bogerg. 
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On  the  trial  of  Pate,  for  strikmg  Queen  Victoria,  1849, 
Saron  Alderson:  ^^He  (the  prisoner)  ascribed  his  conduct  to 
some  momentary  uncontrollable  impulse.  The  law  does  not 
acknowledge  such  an  impulse ;  if  the  person  is  aware  that  it 
iras  a  wrong  act  he  was  about  to  commit,  ho  is  responsible."* 

On  the  trial  of  Huntington,  1857,  Judge  Capron  returned 
to  the  old  test  of  knowing  right  from  wrong.  "If,"  said  he, 
**  though  somewhat  deranged,  he  is  yet  able  to  distinguish 
right  from  wrong  in  the  particular  case  in  which  crime  is 
imputed  to  him,  and  to  know  that  he  is  doing  wrong,  the  act 
is  criminal  in  law,  and  he  is  liable  to  punishment."t 

Again,  G.  J.  Homblower,  in  Com.  t^.  Spencer,  1  Zabriskie, 
198,  says:  "It  is  not  every  kind  or  degree  of  insanity  that 
"will  render  a  man  irresponsible.  If  the  prisoner,  at  the  time 
of  committing  the  act,  was  conscious  that  he  ought  not  to  do 
it,  he  is  responsible,  though  on  some  subjects  he  may  be  insane 
at  the  time." 

So  Judge  Curtis,  in  U.  S.  v.  McGlue,  1  Curtis'  XT.  S.  Re- 
ports: "The  test"  of  insanity  "is  the  capacity  to  distinguish 
between  right  and  wrong  as  to  the  particular  act  with  which 
he  is  charged.  Clearly,  it  is  not  every  kind  and  degree  of 
insanity  that  is  sufficient  to  exempt  from  punishment." 

Baron  Alderson,  Rex  v.  Pate,  above  referred  to,  took  the 
same  ground  the  more  elaborately:  "You  must  clearly  under- 
stand that  it  is  not  because  a  man  is  insane  that  he  is  un- 
punishable ;  and  I  must  say  that  upon  this  point  there  exists 
a  very  grievous  delusion  in  the  minds  of  medical  men." 

Here  we  have  it  distinctly  stated  that  "it  is  not  because  a 
man  is  insane  that  he  is  unpunishable;"  "it  is  not  every  kind 
and  degree  of  insanity  that  exempts  from  punishment." 

In  2  Greenleaf  on  Evidence,  p.  296,  a  higher  degree  of  in- 
sanity must  be  proved  to  absolve  from  punishment,  than  to 
discharge  from  the  obligation  of  a  contract. 

Now,  on  the  trial  of  Theodore  Wilson,  in  York  County, 
Maine,  1836,  the  court  charged  the  jury  that  if  they  were 
satisfied  the   prisoner  was   not  of  sound   memory  and  dis- 

*  Blackwood's  Magasine,  November,  ISoO,  p.  569. 
f  Beport  of  trial  of  C.  B.  HuntiDgton,  N.  Y.,  1857. 
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oretion  at  the  time  of  committing  the  act,  they  were  boimi  to 
acquit.* 

Again,  on  the  trial  of  Oorey,  Oh.  J.  Bichardaon  8tated,k 
his  charge  to  the  jury,  that  the  only  question  for  them  toKttk 
was  whether  the  prisoner  was  of  sane  mind  when  the  deed  w 
done. 

The  same  language  was  used  by  the  eame  court  on  ihetrid 
of  Prescott,  (1884.)t  Truly,  amid  such  a  conflict  of  judial 
dicta,  it  does  not  seem  very  extraordinary  that  ^'griefoiii  de- 
lusions should  exist  in  the  minds  of  medical  men."| — G.  B.  6.] 

IV.  Of  inferior  dtgret%  of  dise^ued  mind. 

There  are  several  forms  of  disease  which,  either  in  a  panitl 
or  temporary  manner,  bear  a  strong  resemblance  to  insanicj. 
The  diagnostic  appearances  of  such  deserve  a  brief  notke, 
accompanied  with  a  consideration  of  the  question,  how  far  the 
mental  alienation  may  be  presumed  to  extend  in  each. 

The  delirium  of  fever  is  one  of  the  most  striking,  amd  a 
its  general  characters  usually  resembles  maniau  It  is,  Iioi- 
ever,  distinguished  by  its  antecedent  or  sM^companying  fr 
ease;  the  sensibility  of  the  sight  and  hearing;  turgescence 
and  redness  of  the  eye;  tremor  of  tho  tongue;  gnashing  of  tk 
teeth;  and  heat  of  the  skin.  These  peculiarly  characterize 
the  alienation  accompanying  synocha  and  its  consequences. 
^'In  delirium  all  the  powers  of  tho  mind  are  implicated,  and 
besides  remain  unconnected  until  it  ceases. "§  The  minds 
literally  a  chaos,  and  is  occupied  in  succession  by  numeroo 
phantasies.     There  is  no  one  predominant  idea. 

The  shortness  of  its  term,  its  evident  connection  and  it- 
pendence  as  a  symptom  on  an  obvious  bodily  disease,  and  the 
almost  total  abolition  of  the  mental  faculties,  are  decided 
diagnostics.  II 

*  Hay,  p.  64.  f  ^^^^-f  P-  49.  J  Baron  Aldenon,  vt  wppi. 

{  llalford'8  Essajs,  p.  122.  The  return  to  a  sane  mind  just  before  deiti 
which  occasionally  occurs  in  brain  feyer,  is  admirably  described  at  p.  b^ 

II  Georget,  De  La  Folie,  p.  237.  Bricrro  De  Boismont  has,  not  longance, 
pointed  out  the  occurrence  of  acute  delirium  in  insane  patients.  Thii  on 
certainly  be  unly  a  consequence  or  symptom  of  cerebral  inflammation,  eiiher 
acute  or  chronic.    See  Medico-Chirurgical  ReTleWy  1845,  toI.  U.  p.  22S. 
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The  onoonBciotisness  that  aooompanies  the  low  delirium  of 
typhus,  shows  how  profound  is  the  disorder  that  weighs  on  the 


In  the  former  case,  suicide  and  murder  are  often  committed 
while  laboring  under  it;  and  in  both,  the  actions  must  be  esti- 
mated like  those  of  the  maniac.  There  is,  however,  another 
species  of  delirium,  independent  of  fever,  at  least  of  its  most 
striking  characters,  which  deserves  notice.  It  is  consistent 
with  a  knowledge  of  surrounding  objects,  but  the  mind  rapidly 
returns  to  its  flights  of  romance  or  wildness.  It  has  some- 
times been  termed  Ught-hectdedness^  and  is  admirably  pictured 
in  Massinger's  play,  "A  Very  Woman."  At  intervals,  there 
will  be  a  temporary  return  to  sanity.  It  is  evidently  con- 
nected with,  and,  unless  checked,  must  end  in,  disease  of  the 
brain  or  its  membranes. 

ffypoehondri(mSj  on  the  other  hand,  has  many  points  of 
similitude  to  melancholy.  Those  who  are  affected  with  it  are 
usually  of  a  lax  fibre,  and  engaged  in  sedentary  occupations. 
There  is  a  languor  and  want  of  resolution  that  accompanies 
all  their  undertakings,  and  a  cast  of  sadness  and  timidity  gene- 
rally marks  the  countenance.  As  to  all  future  events,  says 
Cullen,  in  his  graphic  sketch  of  this  disease,  there  is  a  con- 
stant apprehension  of  the  worst  or  most  unhappy  state  of 
them,  and,  therefore,  there  is  often,  upon  slight  grounds,  an 
apprehension  of  great  evil.  ^^Stush  persona  are  particularly 
attentive  to  the  state  of  their  own  health — to  even  the  emallest 
change  of  feeling  in  their  bodies.**  He  also  remarks  that 
hypochondriasis  is  always  accompanied  with  dyspeptic  symp- 
toms, and  in  elucidation  of  the  diagnosis  between  it  and  melan- 
choly, presents  the  following  observations:  ^^When  an  anxious 
fear  and  despondency  arise  from  a  mistaken  judgment  with 
respect  to  other  circumstances  than  those  of  health,  and  more 
especially  when  the  person  is  at  the  same  time  without  any 
dyspeptic  symptoms,  every  one  will  readily  allow  this  to  be  a 
disease  widely  different  from  both  dyspepsia  and  hypochon- 
driasis.'' "As  an  exquisitely  melancholic  temperament  may 
induce  a  torpor  and  slowness  in  the  action  of  the  stomach,  so 
it  generally  produces  some  dyspeptic  symptoms;   and  from 
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thence  there  may  be  some  difficulty  in  distJngoJHhing  mA  t 
case  from  hypodiondriasis.  Bat  I  would  Tnaintain,  hoieicr, 
that  when  the  characters  of  the  temperament  are  8tra|J|f 
marked,  and  more  particularly  when  the  falae  imaghntini 
turns  npon  other  sabjects  than  that  of  health,  or  when,  tluNi||k 
relative  to  the  person's  own  body,  it  is  of  a  gromidlen  ul 
absurd  kind,  then,  notwithstanding  the  appearance  of  mm 
dyspeptic  symptoms,  the  case  is  still  to  be  considered  is  Ail 
of  a  melancholy,  rather  than  a  hypochondriasis.*''^ 

Foder^  mentions  the  following  circumstances,  as  distinctiii 
of  these  diseases:  The  habit  of  body;  the  illusion,  as  ilhi- 
trated  in  the  above  quotation  from  Cullen,  one  being  relame 
to  physical  subjects,  and  the  other  to  moral  ones — ^the  speda 
of  fear ;  that  of  the  melancholic  being  reserved  and  prodeott 
and  not  destructive  of  his  courage ;  while  that  of  the  bTp»> 
chondriac  renders  him  credulous,  variable,  and  timid.  He  it 
in  every  respect  selfish;  while  the  melancholic,  although IiIkv* 
ing  under  the  pressure  of  his  disease,  often  retains  noble  soti- 
ments.t 

The  hypochondriac,  says  Andral,  becomes  eotiMciaui  of  t^ 
riouM  acts  of  his  physiological  Itfe,  of  which  he  is  not  ordinuilj 
sensible.  But  these  acts  are  not  deranged.  It  is  onlytlie 
perception  of  them  that  is  exaggerated.]; 

Dr.  Burrows  takes  a  capital  distinction,  which  may  greitly 
aid  the  examiner  in  discriminating.  *^  The  maniac  is  too  furiov 
and  irritable  to  describe  any  complaint;  the  melancliolick 
generally  disinclined  to  do  so ;  but  the  hypochondriac's  chirf 
solace  is  in  a  detail  of  all  his  feelings  and  pains,  real  ud 
imaginary." 

It  rarely,  he  adds,  does  mischief  to  let  the  insane  know  m 
are  fully  apprised  of  the  nature  of  their  malady.  But  benre 
of  giving  a  hypochondriac  reason  to  think  his  mind  is  de 
ranged;  it  is  the  surest  way  to  make  it  so.§ 

Hypochondriacs  often  talk  of,  and  sometimes  attempt^  sui- 
cide, but  rarely  have  courage  enough  to  complete  it.||    Tkej 


«  Cullen,  quoted  by  Smith,  pp.  428.  424.  f  Foder4,  vol.  i.  p.  2S1 

X  Lancet,  N.  S.,  yoL  xi.  p.  650. 

{  Burrows'  Commentarlea,  p.  480.  y  Parkmui. 


MENTAL  ALIBNATION. 


»re  generally  aware  of  the  natnre  of  criminal  acts,  and  should 
te  judged  aecordiDgly.  But  it  muet  be  remembered  that  this 
disease,  as  well  as  hysteria,  when  of  long  standing,  or  severe, 
often  degenerate  into  insanity,  and  indeed  are  GOmettmes  ito 
first  degree.* 

hallucination.    "An  idea  reproduced  by  the  memory,  asso- 
ciated and  embodied  by  the  imagination,  "t     This  state  of 
mind  is  styled  illusion  or  waking  dreams  by  Dr.  Rush,  and  it 
is  strikingly  illustrated  in  the  remarkable  story  of  Kicolai,  of 
Berlin,  who  for  a  length  of  time  was  visited  at  his  bedside  by 
individual  forms  that  were  visible  to  his  sight,  and  addressed 
him.     During  all  this  period,  however,  be  was  conscious  that 
it  was  a  delusion.  J     Had  he  believed  in  the  existence  of  theW  | 
phantoms,  says  Haslam,  and  acted  from  a  conviction  of  their  I 
reality,  he  ought  to  have  been  deemed  insane.    A  more  familttf  ] 
illustration  is  given  by  Collinson,  and  I  presume  there  aw  ^ 
many  of  my  readers  who,  at  one  time  or  another,  have  exp^ 
rienoed  a  somewhat  similar  state  of  mind.     "Ben  Jonson,  the 
celebrated  dramatist,  told  a  friend  of  his  that  he  had  spent 
many  a  night  in  looking  at  his  great  toe,  about  which  ho  hod 
seen  Turks  and  Tartars,  Romans  and  Carthaginians,  fight  in 
his  imagination. "§    If  this  had  become  permanent  in  bis  mind, 
he  would  have  been  deemed  insane. 

I  can  hardly  imagine  that  this  form  of  diseased  mind  caa 
ever  become  a  subject  of  legal  investigation ;  hat  it  may  be 
remarked  that  many  maniacs  have  hallucinations  resembling'  j 
those  we  have  noticed.     They  are  sometimes  transient  and'^l 
confused,  and  at  other  times  wUl  grow  permanent  and  fixed.|f  | 


>  >■  Wbeo  a  li^pocboudriac  foJicieB  tiu  kgs  are  made  of  gliiss,  or  bin  head 

I  ja  larger  than  hi»  bodj,  or  ir  he  labors  under  aoj  Buailar  erroneoua  belief. 

ha  ia  iasnne."    (PHchard.)     IljpoclioudrlncU,  «n;a  Sir  Hvnry  QilfoTd,  la 

not  accotnp&iiicd  bj  delnsiona,  though  llx  Derrous  fears  are  eomatimM  h 

imluilouB  and  Ell  founded. 

t  Psrkman. 

J  The  narrative  bj  NienUi  himaelf,  ii  given  In  Uaalam'a  Medical  Jnris- 
I 'prudence  of  InBanity,  p.  303. 
\'    \  Colliniaa  on  LDuae;.  vol.  i.  p.  SI. 

y  Od  Ihe  subject  ef  apparitions,  or  wptrtral  iUtirieni,  see  Hibbort,  AlJer- 
■OD  and  Ferriai's  EisafB.  Boatoak'a  Pbfaiologj.Tol.  iii.  pp.  1)1,  lUl;  EdiD< 
nrgh  Journal  of  Soienca,  toL  13. 
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EpiUp9y.  I  mentioii  this,  because  it  is  a  disease  thit^ika 
long  continued  or  yiolent,  is  very  apt  to  end  in  dementia  L 
gradaallj  destroys  the  memory  and  impairs  the  intdkd 
Lord  Eldon,  indeed,  expressly  recognizes  this  disease  u  m 
of  the  causes  of  ^^  un9ound  mind.**  '*  Epileptic  fits,"  Btji  h 
"for  instance,  may  prodace  a  mind  in  the  same  state,  it  i 
much  earlier  period."* 

Epilepsy  may,  indeed,  be  attendant  on  every  form  of  'i 
sanity.  Of  289  epileptics  at  Salp^tri^re,  in  1815,  80  mr 
maniacal,  and  56  imbecile  or  in  a  state  of  dementia-t  "fl 
all  the  modifications  of  mental  derangement,  there  is  nonei 
terrible  as  that  complicated  with  epilepsy.  Maniacal  epikpi 
is  nsually  characterized  by  the  moat  ferocious,  malign,  u 
murderous  paroxysms,  and  often  it  is  as  instantaneous  as  i 
is  violent.  The  effects  are  sometimes  directed  against  Htm 
selves,  oftener  against  others,  and  not  nnfrequentlj  to  A 
immolating  of  all  whom  they  most  love  vrfaen  sane.'*t 

Thomas  Bowler  was  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey,  in  1812,  i) 
wounding  one  Burrows  with  a  blunderbuss,  under  cam 
stances  that  indicated  considerable  ill  will  against  the  proa 
cutor,  as  well  as  design  in  the  execution  of  his  purpose. 

The  defence  set  up  was  insanity,  occasioned  by  epilep^ 
It  was  proved  by  his  housekeeper  that  be  was  taken  with 
violent  epileptic  fit  in  July,  1811,  and  that  from  that  pew 
she  had  perceived  a  great  alteration  in  his  conduct  and  di 
meaner.  He  would  frequently  dine  at  nine  a.m.,  eat  his  mw 
almost  raw,  and  lie  on  the  ground  exposed  to  rain.  His  ^iiii 
were  so  dejected  that  it  was  necessary  to  watch  him,  lest  li 
should  destroy  himself. 

A  commission  of  lunacy  was  also  produced,  showing  th 
the  prisoner  had  been  found  to  be  insane,  since  the3(hii< 
March  last. 

Sir  Simon  Le  Blanc,  before  whom  the  trial  took  pbc 
charged  the  jury,  that  it  was  for  them  to  determine  whetk 
the  prisoner  had  the  power  of  distinguishing  right  fw 
wrong,  or  whether  he  was  under  the  influence  of  any  Ulu^ 

*  Ridgway  v.  Darwin,  8  Vesey'a  Reports,  p.  87. 

t  Derergie,  toL  ii  p.  958.  {  Burrows,  p.  l&i 
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irith  respect  to  the  prosecutor.  A  verdict  of  guilty  was  re- 
turned.* 

After  these  remarks,  I  need  hardly  urge  the  necessity  of 
iratching  the  effects  of  this  disease  on  the  mind  from  time  to 
time. 

Nostalgia.  This  is  a  form  of  melancholy,  originating  in 
despair  from  being  separated  from  one's  native  country.  I 
have  already  noticed  its  leading  characteristics,  and  will 
only  add  that  suicide  is  sometimes  a  consequence.  Indivi- 
duals laboring  under  it  seldom  (if  ever)  commit  violence  on 
others. 

Intoxication,  Delirium  tremens.  It  is  a  well-known  and 
salutary  maxim  of  our  laws  that  crimes  committed  under  the 
influence  of  intoxication  do  not  excuse  the  perpetrator  from 
punishment.  The  temporary  alienation  has  been  voluntarily 
induced,  and  the  individual  is  the  more  inexcusable  if  by  pre- 
vious experience  he  has  learnt  that  his  angry  passions  are 
inflamed  through  its  means.f 

In  Ridgway  v.  Darwin,  Lord  Eldon  cites  a  case  where  a 
commission  of  lunacy  was  supported  against  a  person  who, 
when  sober,  was  a  very  sensible  man,  but  being  in  a  constant 
state  of  intoxication,  he  was  incapable  of  managing  his  pro- 
perty-t 


*  Starkie  on  E?idenoe,  toI.  iiL  p.  1704. 

I  «<  To  admit  drunkenness  as  a  defence,  or  even  to  allow  it  publicly  as  a 
mitigation,  seems  extremely  dangerous.  But  as  the  example  of  punishment 
does  not  influence  a  man  who  is  drunk,  any  more  than  one  who  is  mad,  it  is 
plain  that  to  hang  a  man  for  what  he  does  in  such  circumstances  is  to  make 
drunkenness,  when  followed  by  an  accidental  consequence,  a  capital  offenoe. 
This  execution  will  not  deter  drunkards  from  murder,  it  only  deters  men  who 
are  sober  f^om  drunkenness.*'  Sir  James  Maddntoth^  (Life  by  his  son,  yoL 
VL  p.  27,  American  edition.)  This  is  strongly  put;  but  if  conoeded,  may 
not  the  same  defence  be  made  in  most  cases  of  murder,  committed  not  merely 
during  the  heat  of  passion,  but  after  continued  deliberation  ?  Is  it  not  a 
legitimate  deduction  from  this  reasoning,  to  assert  that  to  hang  a  man, 
under  such  circumstances,  is  to  make  violent  pattiontf  when  followed  by  an 
accidental  coriMequmee,  a  capital  offence  f 

The  case  of  Rex  o.  Carrol,  (7  Carrington  and  Payne,  p.  145,)  shows  that 
there  is  no  change  in  this  point  in  the  law  of  England* 

}  Collinson  on  Lunacy,  voL  L  p.  71.  Dr.  Drake,  some  time  since,  made 
a  suggestionf  which,  if  acted  upon,  would  donbtlesi  sabserre  the  ends  of 


ciiied  that  the  court  has  the  custo 
u  noil  as  of  the  eatate  of  a  hal 
crciee  that  control  b;  meaos  of  a 
a  lunatic-t 

The  Scotch  law  is  tins  explain' 
neea  ts  no  excuse  for  crimes:  ' 
either  the  insanity  has  supervenei 
panel's  having  been  aware  that  ai 
leads  to  such  a  consequence;  oi 
combination  of  drinking  with  a  1 
mind,  or  a  previous  wound  or  il 
fatal  to  his  intellect,  to  a  dcgre 
which  could  not  have  been  antic 
visit  him  with  the  extreme  punisl 
the  other  cose.  In  such  a  case,  I 
Tict ;  but  in  consideration  of  the 
recommend  to  the  royal  mercy."] 

janioe  (nd  iiior4lity.  A  habitailly  iclein; 
tkl  powen.  When  aummoDed  a»  a  wiine 
welghtT  WiUiool  quetnioDing  Ms  coiapi 
ooUed  in  qamlian?  (Western  Journal  o: 
ToL  L  p.  81.) 

■  Act,  pUMd  Maroh  IS,  1821.  (ReT 
aiuiilar  law  vu  puseil  In  PennsjlTuiia, 
WBELllh  r.  Coi«,  in  AihtncBd'a  PemuylTan 
in  New  [lunpshira,  in  1822.  (Digiat  of  L 
p.  840. ) 

t  6  Puge's  Chuiiwry  Rerorls.  p.  120. 
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We  liaTe,  until  now,  been  only  noticing  the  actual  state  of 
mtonication,  and  the  disabilities  consequent  thereon.  It  is  to 
be  recollected  that  long-continueil  habits  are  apt  to  produce 
ftctnal  insanity,  and  that  drunkenness  is  in  fact  ono  of  its  com- 
mon causes.  The  conduct  of  individuals  of  this  description 
■hould  therefore  be  particularly  noticed  during  the  intervals 
of  temperance,  if  any  such  exist.  If  Bpirituous  liquors  exer- 
cise  such  an  influence  as  to  render  us  doubtful  concerning  th« 
state  of  mind  at  this  time,  we  may  reasonably  infer  that  the 
Venation  is  becoming  permanent. 

There  is,  however,  in  addition  to  all  this,  a  wGll-marked  and 
distinct  disease  induced  from  the  intemperate  use  of  spirituous 
liquors,  or  certain  other  diffusible  stimuli,  but  which  has  only 
attracted  attention  within  the  present  century.  It  is  styled 
delirium  tremens,  or  mania  a  potit,  and  has  some  peculiar  and 
striking  characters.  Among  these  I  may  enumerate  tremors 
of  the  hands,  a  weak  and  compressible  pulse,  profuse,  cold, 
and  clammy  sweating,  and  long-continued  sleeplessness.  Ths 
mind  is  inceseantly  agitated  on  Bome  one  or  other  subject, 
often  fanciful,  and  as  the  hallucination  increases,  apparition^ 
or  unreal  animals,  are  often  seen  by  the  sufferer,  or  persons 
we  8uppose<l  to  be  present,  or  are  heard  in  adjoining  room^  , 
who  are  actually  absent. 

Timidity  and  suspicion  are  common  occurrences ;  but  mali^ 
nity  is  seldom  manifested.  Though  any  attempt  at  restraint 
is  violently  resisted,  yet  when  once  overcome,  there  is  but  lit- 
tle ill  nature  shown,  and  the  patient,  if  properly  managedi 
soon  becomes  tractable.*  There  are,  however,  exceptions; 
and  it  is  precisely  these  exceptions  which  render  the  subject 
worthy  of  consideration  in  legal  medicine.  Dr.  Carter  (and 
the  experience  of  other  physicians  corroborates  the  assertion) 


of  Seat1ftii<I,  a  man  vbo  frnm  ilmnkeDnciis,  rncility  of  temper,  or  an;  other 
emaB«,  !■  lUble  to  bs  Mripped  of  hii  properly  by  the  neeessiloua  or  dHign- 
iDg,  Lu  the  power  of  putting  Umielf  under  Irusteea,  wilhout  trboie  e«tio- 
tion  DO  act  of  bia  o&n  be  ralid.     TliU  is  techaicitlly  teriaed  mhibiling  ont'4 

*  In  the  aboTe  ilcetoh.  I  hare  ouly  stated  ihs  loading  feftlares  of  the  die- 
BMS.  For  mora  exLeadod  information,  I  rofer  lo  tho  irrilingt  of  ArmstroDK, 
SatMo,  Carior,  Coatee,  Croii,  Ware,  etc. 
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States  that  a  medical  firiend  of  his  nearly  lost  his  life  br  the 
▼iolenee  of  a  person  laboring  nnder  delirium  tremens.* 

One  circomstance  connected  with  the  history  of  tins  Sseut 
I  have  omitted  until  now,  for  the  purpose  of  placmg  it  m^ 
before  the  reader,  and  thus  pointing  out  a  most  impwtnt 
diagnostic.  It  is,  that  although  the  habitual  and  ezcem 
indulgence  in  strong  liquors  or  other  diffusible  stimuli  is  Ae 
predisposing  cause,  yet  the  priyation  of  them  is  ofiai  de 
exciting  one.  Individuals  are  seldom  seised  until  after  8ere> 
ral  hours,  or  sometimes  days  of  abstinence.  Insanitj  or  de- 
lirium, on  the  other  hand,  may  follow  immediately  in  the  train 
of  a  debaucLf 

The  first  case  which  particularly  attracted  attention  in  flui 
country  was  brought  before  the  medical  public  by  Dr.  Duud 
Drake,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

John  Birdsall,  of  the  village  of  Harrison,  in  that  State,  ns 
indicted,  in  1829,  for  the  murder  of  his  wife  with  an  ue^by 
dividing  the  spinal  column  in  the  neck. 

He  was  about  fifty  years  old,  and  had  been  married  to  Hk 
his  second  wife,  nineteen  or  twenty  years,  and  had  children  Ij 
her.  For  some  years  previous,  he  had  been  subject  to  oeo- 
sional  fits  of  intoxication.  These  of  late  were  followed  It 
delirium  tremens,  which  generally  lasted  several  davs,  fflc 
went  oflF  spontaneously.  In  these  paroxysms,  all  its  physici 
and  moral  symptoms  were  present.  He  entertained  great 
fears  of  his  safety,  and  sometimes  ran  about  the  village  ss  ii 
attempting  to  escape  from  pursuit.  At  another  time,  he  c<^ 
cealed  himself  between  the  feather  and  straw  bed  in  his  on 
house.  He  would  point  his  gun  from  his  window,  as  if  fe 
defence  against  imaginary  persons.     He  was  also  very  watd* 


*  Cyclopedia  of  Practical  Medicine,  art.  Delirium   Tremens.     [I  once  r-t 
most  imminent  risk  in  this  way. — C.  R.  G.] 

f  The  importance  of  the  above  distinction  is  fullj  discussed  in  a  comicc- 
nication  of  the  diagnosis  of  delirium  tremens,  bj  Samnel  Jackson.  KD-; 
late  of  Northumberland.  (American  Journal  Medical  Sciences,  toL  ivx^ 
p.  29.)  He  considers  the  latter  to  be  a  pyrexia,  and  the  other  a  neurosis. 
Dr.  N.  R.  Smith  also  recogniies  the  two  forms,  although  he  is  more  di?po«{-i 
to  consider  them  as  Tarieties  of  the  same  disease.  (Transylvania  Journal  of 
Medicine,  vol.  xiL  p.  42.) 
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pM-     The  prevaUing  maaiacal  {lelugion  was,  that  his  wife  was 
I  combination  with  his  neighbors — one,  his  son  by  his  first 
I  uife — against  hia  life.    He  had  charged  her,  during  hia  parox- 
I  jEnis,  with  oriminal  iatimacy  with  these,  and  had  threatene4>  I 
I  to  kill  her. 

On  Sunday  be  was  intoxicated;    Monday,  Tuesday,  aod 

Wednesday  presented  nothing  special.     On  Wednesday  eveoi 

I  ing  he  complained  of  being  unwell,  bat  seemed  to  be  rationalji 

I  fle  slept  none  that  night,  and  nest  day  the  family  thought^  , 

Um  crazy,  but  were  not  alarmed.    In  the  course  of  it,  ho  tool( 

sn  axe  and  went  to  a  noighbar,  whom  he  desired  to  returqi 

with  him,  as  he  stated  they  wanted  to  kill  him.     Ue  spent  ths 

I  day  at  home,  app.irently  in  terror  and  agitation ;  manifested 

I  j«aiousy  of  his  wife ;  barred  the  doora ;  and  fancied  that  th* 

1  persons  of  whom  he  was  jealous  were  manufacturing  ropes  u{| 

Stairs  to  hang  him. 

In  the  course  of  the  afternoon  he  suddenly  committed  tbo 

I  aiurdcr.     His  wife  was  sitting  by  the  fire,  aud  he  had  been 

I  iraiking  the  room.     After  the  fatal   blow  on   the   neck,  ha 

I  followed  it  with  two  or  three  on  the  face.     His  eldest  daughter 

I   seized  the  axe,  which   he   yielded,  and  took   a   scythe   aa4 

ftttemptod  to  strike  her.     She  defended  herself  until  the  door 

'  iras  opened.    When  arrested,  he  acknowledged  the  homicid% 

and  knew,  he  said,  that  he  would  be  hung,  but  ought  to  hart 

done  it  sooner.     He  talked   at  this  time  so  rationally  that 

many  of  the  witnesses  could  not  believe  him  deranged.     Hs 

I  evinced  no  dread  of  punishment,  but  was  still  in  great  appre- 

I  Itension  of  those  who,  he  had  believed,  intended  to  kill  httn. 

L  After  being  committed,  he   became  regular,  and   expressed 

I  forrow  for  what  he  had  done. 

On  the  trial,  three  medical  witnesses  agreed  that  he  labored 

I  vnder  mania  a  potu  vlien  he  committed  the  homicide.     For 

\  Ae  defence,  it  woa  urged  that  when  drunkenness  gives  rise  to 

isanity,  it  should  cause  immunity,  and  hence  form  a  legal 

ftllacusc.     On  the  other  hand,  the  counsel  for  the  people  re- 

l&rked  that  Birdsall  knew  that  this  delirium  followed  his 

btoxtcation,  and  hence  it  was  voluntary.     The  law,  there- 

l-fore,  held  him  accountable  for  actions  during  such  a  state. 
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The  verdict  was  murder  in  the  first  degree,  and  hewism- 
tenced  to  death. 

The  case  excited  the  interest  of  Dr.  Drake ;  and  in  i  icrj 
able  paper,  he  clearly  showed  that  inaaaity  was  present  in  tUi 
individual.     Some  of  his  observations  I  shall  here  condense. 

He  remarks  that  the  paroxysms  of  deliriom  tremens  aie 
never  permanent,  but  always  transient,  or  for  two  w  ihne 
days  only,  and  seldom  extending  beyond  a  fortnight  Tbt 
in  this  state  there  is  actual  delusion,  as  much  so  as  in  codumb 
insanity.  That  of  Birdsall  was  jealonay  and  apprehenson  of 
his  wife.  The  court  and  jury  seemed  to  hold  that  he  wu  not 
deranged  in  the  degree  that  destroyed  his  perception  of  rigb 
or  wrong,  in  reference  to  the  murder ;  and  that  even  if  he  U 
been,  still  he  could  not  have  been  acquitted,  because  hu  alkio- 
tion  originated  in  intemperance.  Dr.  Drake,  on  the  otkr 
hand,  justly  supposes  that  he  was  not  capable  of  judging  b^ 
tween  right  and  wrong,  or  at  least  of  controlling  his  action 
on  the  subject  of  his  hallucination.  In  all  his  maniacal  attads 
he  entertained  jealousy  of  his  wife,  and  the  idea  that  she  ns 
in  a  conspiracy  against  him.  Here  were  iusumed  and  ward 
premi$e9;  deductions  true  to  the  principles  of  logic j  hvijah 
in  point  of  fact;  and  lastlt/y  acte  consistent  with  his  condik- 
«io/i«^-constituting,  in  fact,  the  very  essence  of  insanity.  Hiii 
he  killed,  in  a  real  dispute,  any  one  not  in  the  conspiracy,  ii 
would  have  been  foreign  to  his  hallucination,  and  should  not 
have  been  excused. 

As  to  the  remaining  part  of  the  opinion  of  the  court,  vu. 
that  the  prisoner  was  aware  that  mania  a  potu  followed  bii 
intoxication,  and,  therefore,  he  could  not  be  excused  from  liK 
voluntary  state  of  insanity.  Dr.  Drake  remarks  that  the  disease 
sometimes  arises  from  opium,  and  even  from  liquors  not  taken 
to  intoxication.  In  the  eye  of  the  law,  even  drinking  to  ex- 
cess is  not  criminal;  nor  did  the  prisoner  take  liquor intli 
malice  prepense. 

From  these  considerations.  Dr.  Drake  is  disposed  to  doubt 
the  justice  of  the  sentence  of  McDonough,  for  the  murder  of 
his  wife.* 


*  The  following  caae  I  mentioned  in  the   former  ediUon  m  fbDoii: 
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In  consequence  of  a  petition  from  many  of  the  inhabttanta 
of  the  State,  who  became  convinced  of  his  insanity,  the  punish- 
ment of  Birdsall  was  commuted  by  the  governor  to  that  of 
imprisonment.  During  the  period  that  elapsed  between  his 
Bcntence  and  this  commutation,  be  again  became  insane  in 
prison.  Although  on  the  trial  be  had  confeased  the  murder 
of  his  wife,  and  urged  that  he  had  been  insane  when  commit- 
ting it,  yet  DOW  be  denied  it  positively,  and  said  she  was  alive. 
He  told  Dr.  Drake  that  she  bad  not  only  spoken  to  him 
through  the  walla  of  the  jail,  but  had  actually  visited  his 
apartment  several  times.  On  the  day  previous  to  his  ap- 
pointed execution,  while  he  knew  nothing  of  the  change  of 
punishment,  ho  was  urged  to  sign  a  petition  for  pardon  to  the 
governor,  in  which  there  was  an  admission  that  he  bad  killed 
his  wife,  but  that  he  must  have  been  insane  when  bo  did  it. 
He  refused  it  obstinately,  and  with  violence;  although  bo 
wished  to  live,  he  would  not  consent  to  introduce  this. 

Birdaall  did  not  use  tobacco,  yet  during  this  period  he  spat 
profusely.  His  pulse,  when  excited,  was  from  66  to  94  beats 
in  a  minute.  Dr.  Drake  supposes,  with  great  probability,  that 
the  low  diet,  darkness,  and  solitude  of  bis  prison  may  have 
reproduced  and  fixed  the  state  of  insanity,  and  which  was  con- 


"WaiiBm  McDonough  w«s  ioiiioled  and  tried  for  the  mnrdar  of  hia  wifa, 
liefor«  lbs  supremo  court  of  Ibe  SUIe  of  ^fitianchusetls,  in  November,  IglT- 
It  ftppearcJ  in  testimony,  that  several  jears  preTiouH  lie  had  received  a 
BCTcro  injury  of  tLe  bead;  niid  that,  allhougb  relicTed  of  this,  yet  its  effeola 
were  suoh  as  oeoasionsllj  to  render  himself  iiiBnne.  At  tbeae  perioda,  be 
eomplatned  greatly  of  bis  bead.  The  usa  of  spirituous  liqaors  immediately 
induced  a  rclum  of  llie  paroxysm :  and  in  one  of  them,  thus  induced,  be 
murdered  Lis  wife.  He  was,  with  great  propriety,  found  guilty.  The  csltin- 
lory  use  of  a  stimulus  which  he  was  well  aware  would  disorder  bis  mind, 
fully  placed  him  under  the  purview  of  the  law." 

After  r«Tiewing  this  cue.  1  am  aware  that  I  hare  probably  expressed  my- 
teit  loo  strongly — in  a  midieal  point  of  view  ;  anil  the  reason  of  Ibis  is  oplly 
■uggealedby  Dr.  Drake,  when  he  asks  whether  if  MoDoaougb  bud  killed  hia 
wife  in  one  of  bis  ordinary  paroxysms,  be  would  have  been  condemned! 
The  eaee,  however,  is  not  one  of  delirium  tremens,  as  the  murder  wa«  oom- 
mitted  during  the  fit  of  intoxioation,  and  it  thus  rendered  bim  obnoiioas  to 
the  usual  Uffot  enactments. 

Dr.  Bay  (Med.  Jnrisp,  of  Insanity,  p.  417,)  does  me  injustice,  in  qaoting 
a  portion  only  nf  this  paragraph. 
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iinaed  for  nearly  a  year  after  the  latest  period  that  IWe 
aeen  a  notice  of  him.* 

Another  case,  earlier  in  date,  but  published  abont  tbe  Boe 
time,  was  tried  in  Boston,  in  May,  1828. 

Alexander  Drew,  commander  of  the  whaling  ship  John  Jtj, 
was  indicted  before  the  United  States  circuit  court  for  tk 
murder  of  his  second  mate,  Clarke,  while  on  the  high  am. 
It  appeared  in  evidence  that  he  had  sustained  a  fSair  ehaxacter, 
and  was  much  respected  in  the  place  where  he  resided.  H« 
was  proved  to  be  a  man  of  hamane  and  beneTolent  dispoeitka, 
but  that  for  several  months  he  had  been  addicted  to  theme  of 
ardent  spirits;  and  for  weeks  during  the  voyage  had  drank  to 
excess.  In  August,  1827,  they  spoke  a  vessel,  from  wUdi 
Capt.  Drew  obtained  a  keg  of  liquor.  He  drank  until  he  be- 
came stupefied ;  but  when  he  recovered,  he  ordered  the  keg 
and  its  contents  to  be  thrown  overboard.  There  was  now  do 
more  liquor  on  board  of  the  ship. 

In  two  or  three  days  Capt.  Drew  manifested  signs  of  d^ 
rangemcnt.  He  could  not  sleep;  had  no  appetite;  thongiit 
the  crew  had  conspired  to  kill  him ;  was  unwilling  to  be  slone: 
expressed  great  fears  of  an  Indian  who  belonged  to  the  ship; 
called  him  by  name  when  he  was  not  present ;  begged  he  would 
not  kill  him,  saying  to  himself  he  would  not  drink  any  more 
rum.  lie  would  sing  obscene  songs,  and  then  hymns,  and 
alternately  pray  and  swear.  He  made  an  attempt  to  tlirov 
himself  overboard,  but  was  prevented.  The  next  morning,  le, 
with  Clarke  and  the  first  mate,  were  at  breakfast,  when  he 
suddenly  withdrew  from  the  table,  and  appeared  to  conceal 
something  under  his  jacket,  which  lay  in  another  part  of  lie 
cabin.  He  immediately  turned  to  Mr.  Clarke,  and  requested 
him  to  go  on  deck.  "When  I  have  done  my  breakfast,  sir,'* 
was  the  answer.  Drew  said,  "  Go  upon  deck,  or  I  will  hdp 
you;'*  and  instantly  took  up  the  knife,  which  had  been  covered 
by  his  jacket,  and  stabbed  Clarke  in  the  right  side  of  the 
breast.  As  one  of  the  witnesses  was  passing  out  of  the  cabin, 
Drew  snapped  a  pistol  at  him,  but  it  missed  fire.     He  ir^ 


*  Western  Journal  of  the  Medical  and  Phjsioal  Soienoes,  toI.  iii.  pp.  4i 
215,698. 
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secured  and  bonnd,  but  remained  for  some  weeka  in  this  state. 
"When  he  recovered,  and  was  told  of  the  murder,  he  replied 
that  he  knew  nothing  of  it — all  that  he  waa  conscious  of  was, 
that  when  he  awoke,  be  found  biciBelf  handcuffed.  Il  did  not 
appear  that  there  had  been  any  quarrel  between  Drew  and 
Clarke  for  months  provious, 

Jodge  Story  arrested  the  cause  at  this  stage.  "We  are  of 
opinion,"  said  he,  "that  the  indictment,  upon  these  admitted 
facta,  cannot  be  maintained.  The  prisoner  was  unquestion- 
ably insane  at  the  time  of  committing  the  offence.  And  tho 
question  made  at  the  bar  is,  whether  insanity,  whose  remote 
cause  is  habitual  drunkenness,  is  or  is  not  an  excuse  in  a 
eonrt  of  law  for  a  homicide  committed  by  the  party  while  so 
insane,  but  not  at  the  time  intoxicated,  or  under  the  influence 
of  liiiuor.  We  are  clearly  of  opinion  that  insanity  is  a  com- 
petent excuse  in  suuh  a  case.  In  general,  insanity  ia  an  ex- 
cuse for  the  commission  of  every  crime,  because  the  party  has 
not  the  possession  of  that  reason  which  includes  responsibility. 
An  exception  is  when  the  crime  is  committed  by  a  party  while 
in  a  fit  of  intoxication,  the  law  not  permitting  a  man  to  avail 
himself  of  the  excuse  of  hia  own  gross  vice  and  niiaconduct  to 
ahelter  himself  from  the  legal  consequences  of  such  crime. 
But  the  crime  must  take  place  and  be  the  immediate  result  of 
the  fit  of  intoxication,  and  while  it  hits,  and  not,  os  in  this 
case,  a  remote  conseqnence,  Bnperinduced  by  the  antecedent 
exhaustion  of  the  party,  arising  from  gross  and  habitual  drunk- 
enness. However  criminal  in  a  moral  point  of  view  such  an 
indulgence  is,  and  however  justly  a  party  may  be  responsible 
for  his  acts  arising  from  it,  to  Almighty  God,  human  tribunals 
arc  generally  restricted  from  punishing  them,  since  they  are 
not  the  acts  of  a  reasonable  being.  Many  species  of  insanity 
arise  remotely  from  what,  in  a  moral  view,  ia  a  criminal  neglect 
or  fault  of  the  party,  as  from  religious  melancholv,  undue  ex- 
posure, extravagant  pride,  ambition,  etc.  Tet  such  insanity 
has  always  been  deemed  a  sufficient  excuse  for  any  crime  done 
under  ita  influence."* 


Beiwn*,  Kol.  ».  p.  28.     Cnited  Sutes  •.  I>rew.      American 
Lp.4. 
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That  this  subject  has  not  escaped  the  obsenration  of  Etro- 
pean  writersy  is  evident  from  the  following  obserYatiooB  rf 
Orfila:— 

^'  Dnmkenness  sometimes  causes  a  short  access  of  delirim 
or  mania,  to  which  the  name  of  deliriutn  tremens  is  giren. 
This  state  may  continue  some  days  or  even  weeks.  It  diffen 
from  drunkenness,  in  that  the  latter  disappears  in  twelTe  or 
fifteen  hours  at  most,  if  not  renewed  by  drink.  Certainly  tlie 
individual  seized  with  this  delirium  is  not  responmble  for  lu 
actions,  and  if  he  is  to  be  punished  for  the  immorality  of  tke 
cause  of  his  reprehensible  act,  a  large  number  of  the  ioBaiie 
must  also  be  included  in  a  similar  infliction."^ 

I  am  reminded,  however,  by  a  communication  from  mj 
friend,  the  Hon.  David  Buel,  Jr.,  of  Troy,  that  this  plea  maj 
be,  and  indeed  has  been,  carried  further  than  the  nature  of 
the  disease  will  warrant.  It  is  as  important  to  guard  agabit 
this  as  it  is  to  present  the  defence  which  the  actual  diseiM 
permits. 

The  following  are  the  circumstances  of  the  case  now  r^ 
ferred  to : — 

^'Thomas  Harty,  the  prisoner,  was  addicted  to  drinking 
spirituous  liquors.  He  resided  in  Albany  during  the  winter 
of  1832  and  1833 ;  and  while  there,  had  several  paroxysms  of 
delirium  tremens,  which  were  of  short  duration.  In  the  spring 
he  removed  to  Troy.  On  the  3l8t  of  August  he  murdered  his 
wife  by  a  blow  with  an  axe.  He  had  for  three  weeks  prerioos 
to  this  period  exhibited  no  marks  of  insanity.  Some  ten  dajs 
previous  to  the  homicide  he  had  ill  treated  his  wife,  and  for  i 
few  days  she  refused  to  live  with  him,  but  at  length  returned 
home. 

"After  the  deed  was  done,  his  actions  and  conversation  in- 


*  OrfiU's  Lofons,  second  edition,  yoI.  ii.  p.  127.  Henke  would  also  seem 
to  haTe  adTanoed  a  similar  opinion.  '<  ^nomania^  (amenta  Tinolenta,)fr^ 
the  abuse  of  brandy."  **  Et  de  la  liqueur  appeUe  Orog.**  Bulletin  des  Seienccfi 
Med.,  ToL  xIt.  p.  184.  The  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  toL  b. 
p.  569,  has  a  well  argued  paper  in  defence  of  the  doctrine  maintained  in 
the  text.  A  remark  is  made  in  it  which  cannot  be  questioned,  and  mj 
render  judicial  proceedings  more  secure.  It  is,  that  delirium  tremens  ii  a 
disease  that,  flrom  ita  striking  peculiarities,  cannot  be  feigned. 
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duced  some  povsons  to  think  he  was  insane.  Cut  the  most  ] 
,  intelligent  individaals  who  conversed  with  him  did  not  conJl  1 
eider  him  so.  And  there  was  no  proof  of  insanity  or  deHriai4 1 
tremens,  either  on  the  morning  on  which  he  killed  hia  wife  or  f 
for  several  months  before."* 

Old  age.  The  following,  according  to  Dr.  Prichard,  are 
tmong  the  striking  features  which  attend  the  dementia  of  olfl 
ftgc.  Recent  impressions  and  events  are  speedily  and  rapidly 
obliterated  from  the  mind,  while  ideas  long  since  stamped  on 
it,  remain  in  nearly  their  original  force,  and  are  capable  of 
being  recalled   by  association  or   attention.     The  individnal 

i  may  scarcely  know  where  he  is,  yet  he  readily  recognizes  per- 
BOQB  with  whom  he  has  been  long  acquainted.      There  is, 
therefore,  an  incapacity  for  attention  and  for  receiving  pre- 
sent impressions,  but  certainly  nothing  that  deserves  the  nam*  i 
of  a  maniacal  illusion.     It  is  merely  a  loss  of  energy  in  somA  ' 
of  the  intellectual  operations,  whlli;  the  affectlona  remain  nata- 

I  tal  and  unperverted.f   Such  a  state  may,  however,  be  followed 
by  actual  dementia,  or  approach  to  idiocy. 

As  to  legal  proceedrngs,  it  appears  now  to  be  decided  thai'  J 
debility  of  mind,  in  consequence  of  old  age,  may  render  a  pei^  T 

\  Bon  unfit  to  manage  his  own  affairs,  and  his  property  may  b^'  ] 

■  placed  in  the  bands  of  a  committee,  in  the  same  manner  ai ": 

I  ihat  of  a  Iunatic.| 

A  case  was  decided  on  this  principle  in  the  chancery  court  ] 

I  (tf  this  State,  some  years  since.     An  individual,  eighty-fit* 

I  j^rs  old,  was  seised  of  a  large  real  estate,  and  it  was  alleged, 


•  In  ihefunner  edition,  (fol.  i.  p.  STO,)!  madoUiefollowingrtmark:  "It 
§iil  to  be  f«&red  Ihmt  cues  ma;  somelimea  ocour  in  whtoli  the  diiiding  Una 
iMtreen  saaiiy  and  iDBWiil;  niajr  be  oTerleaped,  in  [he  ardor  to  puniih  a 
Phol  hiiioioidp."  The  reniarkB  of  Mr.  Duel  on  Ihia  art  so  just,  and  indeed 
I  M  caafDrmabla  to  m;  lubaequeat  eiperience,  that  I  cannot  aroid  quoting 
"  Id  mj  eiperience,  juriee  in  this  counlrj,  fn  capital  oases,  are  not 
I  1^  to  con»ict  under  the  InBuence  of  cioitpmenl  produced  bj  the  atrooIouB 
I  JWnre  of  ih«  crime.  On  lh«  conlrsry.  I  t  bink  "here  is  ritiher  an  Increasbg 
tdtDess  to  find  a  place  to  hang  a  doubt  en — and  douht«,  you  Itnow,  insun 
■lal."  ^H 


J  CoUiuon  on  tnnac;,  *oI.  i-  p.  66. 
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from  repeated  acts,  that  his  imbecility  of  mind  (althoo^  aot 
a  lunatic)  and  his  want  of  understanding  were  such  as  toitt> 
der  him  incapable  of  managing  his  a&in.  The  chancrilai 
awarded  a  commission^  in  the  nature  of  a  writ  of  liuiac7,tB 
inquire  whether  the  facts  were  accordant  to  the  aboTe  lUto- 
menty  and  he  also  directed  that  the  individual  should  be  pre- 
sent, so  that  the  jury  might  have  the  inspection  of  him.  Ik 
inquisition  was  taken  and  returned,  finding  that  J.  B.  VV) 
and  for  one  year  preceding  had  been,  of  unsound  mmd,  ud 
mentally  incapable  of  managing  his  affairs.  A  committee  of 
the  estate  was  accordingly  appointed.^ 

Dr.  ConoUy,  in  noticing  this  subject,  mentions  a  freqnaU 
source  of  error.  It  is,  that  persons  are  often  appointed  to 
make  the  inquiry  on  the  supposed  state  of  mind,  who  ire  »• 
acquainted  with  the  individual,  and  the  result  is  a  restniit 
and  watchfulness  on  the  part  of  the  aged,  which  naturaDj  ia- 
duces  an  appearance  of  perfect  correctness  of  deportmat. 
A  slight  suspicion  excited  by  sordid  domestics,  or  other  inter- 
ested persons,  may  prevent  an  exhibition  of  the  actual  en- 
feebled state  of  mind,  and  more  decidedly  give  them  up  to  the 
plots  by  which  property  is  so  frequently  alienated  from  the 
legal  heirs.  These  circumstances  should  therefore  be  remem- 
bered in  all  commissions,  and  a  free  and  unrestrained  inter- 
course be  deemed  a  most  essential  means  in  forming  a  proper 
opinion.f  But,  on  the  other  hand,  no  language  is  too  strong 
to  characterize  their  conduct  who  shall  endeavor  to  make  tie 
imbecility  of  age  an  excuse  for  robbing  its  subjects  of  their 
comforts,  or  for  confining  them  in  an  asylum. 

It  is  impossible  to  extend  this  investigation  into  the  numer- 
ous cases  which  may  present  doubts  as  to  the  strength  of  mini 
of  individuals.     Every  instance  must  be  judged  on  its  o^m 


*  Johnson*8  Chanocry  Reports,  voL  ii.  p.  232.  In  the  matter  of  JiMi 
Barker.  See  also  Vesej's  Reports,  toI.  xiL  p.  4-16,  ex  parte  Cranmer.  Bst 
the  greatness  of  a  testator's  age  is  not  alone  a  proof  of  his  incapacitj  to 
make  a  will,  for  a  man  of  one  hundred  years  of  age  may  yet  be  Tezy  c«ft- 
petent.  (Call's  Virginia  Reports,  vol.  iy.  p.  428.  Also,  Darling  r.  Bwm^ 
Massachusetts  Reports,  toL  Tiii.  p.  129 ;  Johnson's  Chanoery  Rep<»ti,  vol 
T.  p.  158.  Van  Alst  r.  Hunter.) 

j-  Conolly  on  Insanity,  p.  440. 
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merits;  and  i;?hile  weakness  of  understanding  deserves  pro- 
tection, it  should  be  remembered  that  too  nice  an  investigation 
of  eccentricities  and  imperfections,  may  lead  to  oppression  and 
injustice.* 

V.    Of  the  state  of  mind  necessary  to  constitute  a  valid  will. 

Sir  William  Blackstone,  in  his  introductory  remarks  on  the 
study  of  the  law,  observes  that  were  the  medical  profession  to 
inform  themselves  on  the  doctrine  of  last  wills  and  testaments, 
or  at  least  so  far  as  relates  to  the  formal  part  of  their  execu- 
tion, they  might  often  use  this  knowledge  with  advantage,  to 
familes,  upon  sudden  emergencies.t  Having  such  authority, 
it  will  not,  I  trust,  be  deemed  presumptuous,  if  I  preface  the 
.  consideration  of  the  present  subject  with  a  brief  sketch  of  the 
legal  requisites  for  making  wills.  This  must  also  be  my 
apology  for  noticing  some  points  in  this  section,  which  might, 
with  perhaps  greater  propriety,  have  been  considered  in  pre- 
vious ones. 

It  must  be  observed,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  law  makes 
an  important  distinction  between  the  disposition  of  real  and 
of  personal  property.    This  is  borrowed  from  the  English  law. 

Nuncupative  wills.  By  this  term  is  understood  a  verbal 
disposition  of  a  person's  property.  The  law  concerning  these 
has  of  late  years  been  materially  altered  in  this  State.  It 
may,  however,  be  useful  to  mention  the  former  in  connection 
with  the  present  enactment. 

>  ■  '■■  ■  -     ■  ■  .^i  ■       ■■■»■■■■■  I 

*  In  the  case  of  Lord  Donegal,  it  was  found  that  he  was  of  weak  under- 
standing, although  he  gave  rational  answers  about  his  estate,  but  not  to  any 
questions  about  figures^  as  to  which  he  could  not  answer  the  most  common.  Lord 
Hardwioke  did  not  think  that  a  sufficient  foundation  to  grant  a  commission, 
and  said  that  if  he  granted  any,  it  must  be  that  of  idiocy.  (Vesey  Senior's 
Beports,  toI.  ii.  p.  407.)  On  this,  Lord  Eldon  remarked  that  he  does  not 
know  what  his  predecessors  intended,  in  intimating  that  the  incapacity, 
proved  by  the  want  of  power  to  comprehend  the  most  simple  proposition  in 
figures,  as  that  two  and  two  make  four,  is  not  oTidenee  of  an  unsound  mmd. 
He  considers  that  this  deficiency  is  an  STidence  of  it,  though  to  be  estimated 
with  reference  to  age,  situation,  and  all  other  eircumetanoet.  (Sherwood  «. 
Sanderson,  Vesey *8  Reports,  toI.  xiz.  p.  285.) 

t  Blaokstone's  Commentariet,  voL  i.  p.  18. 
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Until  1828y  it  was  enacted  that  no  nunciipatiye  will  Aadi 
be  good,  where  the  estate  thereby  bequeathed  shall  exceed  Ae 
value  of  seven  ty-fire  dollars,  unless  the  same  be  proved  bjdi 
oath  of  three  witnesses  at  least,  who  were  present  tt  ike 
making  thereof,  nor  unless  it  be  proved  that  the  testator,  at 
the  time  of  pronouncing  the  same,  did  bid  the  persons  present^ 
or  some  of  them,  bear  witness  that  sach  was  his  will,  or  wordi 
to  that  effect ;  nor  unless  such  nuncupative  will  be  ma&  tt 
the  time  of  the  last  sickness  of  the  deceased,  and  in  his  didt 
ing-house,  or  where  he  had  been  resident  for  ten  days  or  nun 
next  before  the  making  of  such  will,  except  such  person  vu 
surprised  or  taken  sick,  being  from  home,  and  died  before  his 
return  to  the  same.  It  is  further  ordained,  that  aft^  oi 
months  from  the  speaking  of  the  pretended  testamentuj 
words,  no  testimony  shall  be  received  to  prove  any  nanciq)i- 
tive  wiU,  except  the  said  testimony,  or  the  substance  thereof 
was  committed  to  writing  within  six  days  after  the  making  of 
the  said  will,  and  also  that  no  letters  testamentary  or  pro- 
bate of  any  nuncupative  will  shall  pass  the  seal  of  anj  coort 
until  fourteen  days  at  the  least  after  the  death  of  the  testt- 
tor  shall  be  fully  expired;  nor  shall  any  nuncupative  will  ai 
any  time  be  received  to  be  proved,  unless  process  has  first 
issued  to  call  in  the  widow  or  next  of  kin  to  the  deceased,  to 
the  end  that  they  may  contest  the  same,  if  they  please.* 

A  nuncupative  will  has  also  been  decided  to  be  not  <^x)d, 
unless  it  be  made  when  the  testator  is  in  extremis^  or  over- 
taken by  sudden  and  violent  sickness,  and  has  not  time  a 
make  a  written  will.  The  words  "last  sickness,"  in  tie 
statute  just  quoted,  are  understood  to  mean  the  last  ei- 
tremity.f 

By  the  Revised  Statutes,  however,  the  power  of  making 
these  wills  is  nearly  taken  away.  The  following  is  the  ex- 
isting law:    "No  nuncupative  or  unwritten  vrill,  bequeatlung 

*  ReTiflttd  Laws,  toI.  i.  p.  867 

t  Johnson's  Reports,  vol.  xx.  p.  205.  Prinee  v.  Haxleion.  In  Uiis  cue, 
the  supposed  nnncupatWe  will  was  made  seTeral  days  before  the  death  if 
the  tesUtor,  and  although  ill  of  a  liTer  complaint,  it  does  not  appear  tW 
hit  had  any  idea  that  his  dissolution  was  so  near. 
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personal  estate,  shall  be  valid,  unless  made  by  a  soldier  while 
in  actual  military  service,  or  by  a  mariner  while  at  sea.'** 

So  also,  in  England,  by  a  recent  enactment,  (1  Victoria, 
chap,  xxvi.,  July  3,  1837,)  there  can  be  no  longer  parol  or 
nuncupative  wills,  except  in  the  cases  of  soldiers  and  sea- 
men.f 

Secondly^  a  will  or  bequest  of  personal  property.  The 
handwriting  of  the  person  bequeathing  was  formerly  sufficient 
to  pass  property  so  given,  but  witnesses  are  now  required,  as 
with  testaments. 

Lastly.  Testaments,  by  virtue  of  which  real  property  is 
devised,  must  be  in  writing,  and  signed  by  the  party  making 
the  same,  or  by  some  other  person,  whom  he  expressly  directs 
to  sign  it  for  him,  and  they  must  be  attested  and  subscribed 
by  two  witnesses  at  least.  This  provision  applies  equally  to 
wills  of  real  or  personal  property ;  and  the  witnesses  are  fur- 
ther required  to  add  their  place  of  residence.^ 

We  may  now  add  that  none  of  these  are  valid  in  law,  if 
made  by  an  infant,  idiot,  or  person  of  insane  memory.  Here 
is  the  point  at  which  the  subject  enters  into  legal  medicine, 
and  under  this  law,  it  happens  that  the  testimony  of  a  physi- 
cian is  often  required. 

*  Reyised  Statutes,  toI.  ii.  p.  60. 

f  Companion  to  the  British  Almanac,  1838,  p.  138.  In  PennsyWania, 
where  the  old  English  law  is  in  force,  the  question  as  to  what  constitutes  a 
yalid  nuncupatire  will,  lately  came  up  under  the  following  circumstances : 
The  testatrix,  Priscilla  Yamall,  had  been  afflicted  with  pulmonary  consump- 
tion for  six  months  before  her  death.  She  seems  to  haTe  been  conscious  of 
the  danger  of  her  situation,  but  it  is  not  Tery  clear  that  she  had  abandoned 
aU  hopes  of  recovery.  Nine  days  before  her  death,  she  made  the  alleged 
nunoupatiTe  wilL  She  retained  aU  her  faculties  to  the  last,  although  weak 
in  body. 

The  court,  among  other  olyections,  decided  against  the  validity  of  the 
will,  because  such  a  will  is  not  good  unless  made  when  the  testatrix  is  in 
extremity  or  is  overtaken  by  sudden  and  violent  illness,  and  has  not  time  or 
opportunity  to  make  a  written  wilL  (Rawle's  Pennsylvania  Eeports,  voL  iv. 
p.  46.) 

{  Revised  Statutes,  vol.  ii.  p.  68.  The  revisers  of  the  laws  of  Pennsyl- 
vania have  proposed  a  similar  enactment  in  that  State,  vis.,  that  all  willi 
shall  be  in  writing  and  signed  as  above,  except  in  exiremit,  (American  Quar- 
terly Review,  vol.  xiii.  p.  44.) 

VOL.L  64 
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In  law,  a  person  is  considered  an  infant  until  he  arriva  it 
the  age  of  twenty-one,  and  the  constmotion  of  this  is,  thit  if 
he  is  born  on  the  first  day  of  January,  he  is  of  age  to  do  ut 
legal  act  on  the  morning  of  the  last  day  of  December.*  In- 
fants, according  to  the  ecclesiastical  or  civil  law,  if  abo?e  die 
ago  of  fourteen,  may,  however,  bequeath  personal  propeitr. 
but  no  real  estate.  This  respects  males,  as  females  mtymike 
a  will  of  personal  estate  at  twelve. 

In  this  State,  every  male  of  the  age  of  aghteen  and  rsf- 
wards,  and  every  female,  not  being  a  married  woman,  of  six- 
teen years  and  upwards,  may  give  and  bequeath  persooi! 
property,  by  will,  in  writing.f 

'^Madmen,  or  otherwise  non-compotes^  idiots,  or  natan! 
fools,  persons  grown  childish  by  reason  of  old  age  or  distemf«. 
such  as  have  their  senses  besotted  by  drunkenness — all  thee 
are  incapable,  by  reason  of  mental  disability,  to  make  uj 
will,  80  long  as  such  disability  lasts.*' J 

Among  the  diseases  which  incapacitate  an  individnal  boi 
making  a  valid  will,  or  at  least  render  his  rationality  donbtM 
may  be  enumerated  the  following:  lethargic  and  comatoK 
affections,  or  from  external  injury.  These  suspend  the  actia 
of  the  intellectual  faculties;  so  also  docs  an  attack  of  apr- 
plexy,  and  even,  if  patients  recover  from  its  first  effect?,  i: 
imbecility  of  mind  is  often  left,  which  unfits  an  individual  Tr 
the  duty  in  <juostion.  Phrenitis,  delirium  tremens,  and  te 
inflammations  which  are  accompanied  with  delirium,  tiso  io- 
pair  the  mind.     Finally,  in  typhoid  fevers,  the  low  state  vk: 

*  As  in  the  following  case,  which  was  decided  hy  the  Hoose  of  Lyi^  ia 
February,  177r),  on  an  appeal  fh>m  the  court  of  chancery.     Annn^Tif 
bequeathetl  to  Thomiis  Snnsam,  as  soon  as  he  should  arrlTe  at  i^agec: 
twenty-one.     Now  he  was  born  between  the  hours  of   fire  andsuvQ^^^ 
morning  of  the  IGth  of  August,  1726,  and  died  about  eleven,  in  ihe  few- 
noon  of  the  ir>th  of  August,  1746,  being  killed  by   a  fall  fh)m  i  ▼!£« 
The  question  was,  whether  he  had  arrived  at  the  full  age.     The  clitDnBc 
(Lord  Camden)  had  so  decided.     It  was  urged  that  more  than  sixteen  hoo^ 
were  wanting  to  complete  the  term ;  but  that  plea  was  overruled  bj  'ici^ 
lordships,  and  the  decree  afSrmed,  because  he  was  liying  on  the  dij  tLs' 
completed  the  period.    (Dodsley's  Annual   Register,   1775;    Petendtff; 
Abridgment,  vol.  x.  p.  58G.) 

t  Revised  Sututes,  voL  ii.  p.  68.  J  Blaokstone,  vol  iL  p.  i^- 
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raally  precedes  death  is  one  tLat  may  be  considered  aa  incft- 
ttcitating  the  individual. 
On  the  other  hand,  there  are  many  fatnl  diseases  in  which 
B  patient  preserves  his  mind  to  the  Inst,  and  all  dispositions 
t  property  made  by  him  are  of  course  valid.  Of  these,  none 
■  more  striking  than  the  cle.irness  of  intellect  vbich  some- 
mes  attends  the  last  stages  of  phthisis  pulmonalis. 
The  symptoms,  the  state  of  the  individual,  his  conversation 
tnd  actions,  should  all  be  canvassed,  and  from  them  an  opinion 
■   iauat  be  formed.* 

'  This,  however,  is  only  a.  general  enumeration;  and  I  have 
'  thought  that  a  sketch  of  some  of  the  cases  scattered  thi-ougti 
'  jaw  books  and  medical  journals  may  prove  of  seripicc  at  leaat 
to  the  medical  profession.  They  are  contained  in  works  not 
f  generally  aocessible  to  physicians,  and  a  penisal  of  them  may 
I  ^event  many  of  thoso  difficulties  which  are  so  apt  to  embar- 
F  ttBs  medical  witnesses.  I  have  arranged  them  under  the 
I  ffespcctive  diseases  that  were  the  subject  of  inquiry.f 

Apoplexy.  In  Cook  v.  Goude  and  Sennet,  the  testator  had 
made  a  will  after  an  attack  of  apoplexy,  from  which  he  re- 
covered. He  subsequently  attended  to  business  of  every 
description,  and  traveled  to  various  places.  Death  followed 
in  three  years  after  the  first  attack,  from  a  second  npoplectio 
fit.  The  testimony  varied,  and  it  was  asserted  hy  some  that 
he  had  been  frequently  dull  and  lethargic ;  but  Sir  John  Nicholl 
decided  in  favor  of  the  will,  beeauee  (along  with  the  other  cir- 
cumstances) incapacity  was  not  proved. J 

In  Waters  t'.  Uowlett,  Sir  John  Nicholl  remarked  that  the 


,  •  Foderi,  toL  i.  p.  261. 
-f-  Tliere  is  ulditionul  BdvsiilBge  from  itudying  Ibeae  oases,  8>d<1  tppljlsK 
P  vem,  wbicb  is  nell  put  in  Ibe  Brilisb  tad  Foreign  Ued.  RcTiew,  toI.  X. 
\  ^ISI:  "ThedecUiODsin  the  eccleaiutiesl  conrig  are  fu  niorecuDBOnuil 
]    C^tith  our  preMDt  knowledge  of  the  present  forms  of  iDianil?,  and  lh«;  m 
t  restricted  to  Iho  antiquated  or  iDCOrrect  diTisiooa  of  the  ooiumoD  aod 
lianaer;  Uw." 
'  Having  been  one  of  the  earliest  lo  colleot  Lliese  cases  and  present  Ihem  to 
M  tDodioal  public,  it  i^  eitremel}'  ioteresting  to  obserre  Low  familar  sobse- 
P  ^ent  wriiers  hare  beoome  wilb  them.     I  hats  added  uTeral  in  Uiia  edition 
fcr  their  general  benefit. 

X  Haggard's  EcclMiastical  Keporis,  lol.  i.  p.  677. 
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allegation  pleaded  an  attack  of  apoplexy  in  June,  1826;  tht 
the  will  was  executed  in  NoYember,  1826;  and  that  therein 
a  subeeqnent  attack  of  the  disease  in  1828,  with  coDBeqncnt 
imbecility.  He  adds,  that  ^^the  fifth  and  the  remaining  tili- 
cles  heap  together  a  nmnber  of  circmnstancea  which  nsaallj, 
or  at  least  frequently,  occur  in  persons  who  are  subject  to  tpo- 
plectic  or  paralytic  attacks,  especially  abont  the  period  cf 
those  attacks,  but  which  also  generaUy  subside  afier  a  time, 
and  then  the  patient  again  is  rational  and  capable.  In  sup- 
port of  such  circumstances,"  he  observes,  ^^permnu  wio  oed- 
dentalltf  visit  the  deceased  are  icttroZZy  brought  to  depae;  Iwt 
their  evidence  almost  universally  turns  out  to  he  of  no  veigk 
against  acts  of  capacity  at  other  timeSj  particularly  if  thm 
is  no  appearance  of  fraud  m  the  testamentary  act  itself"* 

An  indiridual  was  suddenly  seized  with  a  fit  of  apopleij, 
while  walking  in  his  garden.  It  depriyed  him  of  his  speed, 
which,  indeed,  he  never  regained,  and  affected  his  senses. 
Three  weeks  after  he  executed  the  disputed  will.  Althongk 
speechless,  he  appeared  sensible;  his  hand  was  guided  to  make 
a  mark.  A  witness  deposed  to  his  apparent  onderstandiD^ 
and  stated  that  when  going  away  he  desired  the  deceased  to 
give  him  his  hand,  which  he  immediately  did.  The  medini 
witness,  however,  deposed  that  he  had  never  seen  him,  after 
the  fit,  when  he  appeared  to  have  any  sense,  though  there 
might  have  been  intervals,  when  he  was  not  present.  Other 
witnesses  corroborated  this.  Sir  George  Lee  decided  agains 
the  will,  thinking  him  not  sufficiently  capable  of  makiD<^  and 
executing  it.f 

Dr.  Hastings  was  required  professionally  to  visit,  on  the 
6th  of  June,  1826,  a  rich  farmer  in  the  County  of  Hereford, 
England,  and  found  him  in  a  very  lethargic  state.  It  appean 
that  although  formerly  sober,  jet  of  late  years  he  had  become 
a  confirmed  drunkard.  His  speech  was  mnch  impaired,  and 
he  was  not  always  able  to  articulate  so  as  to  express  the  idea 
in  his  mind.     He  complained  of  noises  in  his  ears,  and  imper- 


*  Haggard's  Ecclesiastioal  Reports,  Tol.  iii.  p.  790. 
I  Lee's  Ecclesiastical  Reports,  toI.  ii.  p.  229.     Bittleston,  by  her  gaa^ 
dian  r.  Clark. 
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r  feat  vision.  His  gait  was  unsteady,  and  there  was  a  conatant 
'  trembling  of  bis  hands.  lie,  however,  answered  all  the  ques- 
tions put  to  him  with  propriety,  and  did  not  exhibit  any  iinbe- 
eility  of  mind.  He  performed  a  somewhat  difficult  sum  in 
addition  with  accuracy.  He  told  Dr.  Hastings  the  collect  for 
the  dny,  it  being  Sunday,  and  read  part  of  it  to  him.  Hs 
wrote  down,  in  words,  the  distance  of  his  dwelling  from  ihf  I 
adjoining  town. 

The  bodily  symptoms  evidently  threatened  an  attack  of  1 
kpople^y,  and  such,  indeed,  was  ttio  result.  Ailer  many  fruit^  T 
less  attempts  to  break  up  the  habit  of  intosication,  he  gudIc  J 
into  a  state  of  mental  imbecility,  and  died  of  apoplexy,  il 
January,  1827.  Dr.  Hastings  never  saw  him  after  the  fint  I 
Tisit,  until  the  day  before  bia  death. 

The  testator  bad  made  a  will,  on  the  2fith  of  April,  1828j  ] 
ftnd  its  validity  was  contested.     It  seems  that  some  time  in  j 
1825  he  had  been  seized  with  symptoms  of  p.ilsy,  but  which)   ■ 
by  proper  remedies,  had   been  considerably  relieved.     Hsj 
bowcvcr,  was  subject  to  fits  of  delirium  tremens ;  and  during   ' 
these,  acted  strangely  and  incoherently.    Generally  speaking, 
from  the  testimony,  the  state  of  his  mind  at  the  lime  of  mab>   | 
ing  the  will  was  similar  to  that  observed  by  I)r.  Hastings^ 
Ibe  jury,  under  the  direction  of  Baron  Vaughan,  decided  i 
&vor  of  the  will.* 

Pahy.  In  the  case  of  Clark  r.  Fisher,  brought  before  thV  I 
obancellor  of  the  State  of  New  York,  on  an  appeal  from  i,'  1 
surrogate's  decision,  the  testator   died  in  May,  1827,  aged  j 


•  Midland  Medioftl  tnil  Surgicivl  Reporter,  *oL  i.  p.  410.     Dr.  HaaUnp  1 
nenUaiis  tna  other  onaeB,  in  wblch  ipoplectic  Bjmptoms,  eridentl;  reeuHf  / 
log  trorn  loDg-GontiiiUGj  aDiI  aevere  disease  of  the  brain,  were  atill  u 
VOmpaaied   witli  tMj  material   iujarj  of   the   iatellectusl   funutioos. 
aaotber,  the  iadindnal.  agvd  between  fift^  and  ^ixtf  joare,  reused  suddenly 
tnta  his  eterloroua  ileep,  "called  to  bis  bruihera  to  attoed,  as  he  would 
dictate  his  wilL  To  the  great  ajtoDishmeDt  of  all  preseiil,  he,  in  the  cleareet 
ner,  dictated  a  Terj  just  will,  leaving  bia  proper!;  in  Irust  far  hii 
I  ikildren.     He  direotl;  aRervarde,  without  meQlioDing  hdj  oilier  atTaira, 
;aiD  retapaed  into  comai  from  whlob,  before  hie  death,  be  again  roused, 
,d  then  gare  some  directioos  witli  reaped  to  an  annuil;  to  a  clerk,  who 
had  been  a  Taithful  senant  la  bim."    Tiiia,  however,  wa«  a  oue  in  whlob 
the  comatoge  sjmptomg  auperrened  on  an  attack  of  erjsipelu. 
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about  eighty  years.  Four  years  prerions  to  his  death  he  Ind 
an  apoplectic  fit,  which  terminated  in  paralysis,  and  this  eoa- 
tinued  until  his  death.  He  was  confined  to  his  bed  during 
these  four  years,  although  able  to  ride  out  a  few  times,  bring 
helped  into  his  cai'ritge.  His  speech  was  much  impaired,  bat 
he  was  able  to  make  himself  understood  by  those  who  were 
well  acquainted  with  him.  The  contested  will  was  made  in 
May,  1827,  a  short  time  previous  to  his  death. 

The  chancellor,  (Walworth,)  in  his  opinion,  states  that  up- 
wards of  fifty  witnesses  were  examined  before  the  surrogate. 
As  usual,  great  diversity  of  opinion  existed  among  them. 
Aware  of  the  tendency  of  prejudice,  or  feelings  to  bias  their 
views,  he  reviews  the  evidence,  and  establishes,  from  incon- 
testable proof,  that  the  testator's  mind,  at  the  commencement 
of  his  disease,  was  such  as  totally  to  incapacitate  him  from 
making  a  will.  After  the  first  year  he  was  but  seldom  visited 
by  those  who  were  formerly  acquainted  with  him ;  and  those 
who  did  so,  vary  in  opinion;  but  in  1826,  it  would  seem  xhx 
his  memory  was  good  respecting  long  past  events.  This,  how- 
ever, is  so  common  during  the  decrepitude  of  old  age.  that  the 
chancellor  remarks  it  can  hardly  be  relied  on  as  a  proof  of 
mental  capacity.  At  the  period  of  executing  the  will  he 
could  not  make  himself  understood  by  the  person  who  drew  it. 
even  in  reply  to  questions  directly  put  to  him.  It  was  all 
done  by  the  direction  of  a  wife  whom  he  married  after  his 
first  attack.     The  will  was  canceled.'*' 

The  following  is  a  Scotch  case :  Mr.  Gardner  bad  been  for 
many  years  an  active  man  of  business,  and  of  a  vigorous  mini 
He  was  struck  with  palsy  in  1814,  by  which  his  right  side  was 
disabled,  and  his  speech  considerably  affected.  He  ceased  to 
take  any  active  charge  of  business,  but  various  loans  were 
made  by  him  through  the  assistance  of  his  wife  and  by  the 

♦  Paige*8  Chancery  Reports,  toL  i.  p.  171.  This  case  did  not,  hoveTer, 
end  here.  Under  the  name  of  Clarke  v.  Sawyer,  it  was  continued  in  the 
yice-chanoellor's  court,  (8  Sandford's  Chancery  Reports,  851,)  and  finally 
adjudicated,  October,  1849,  by  an  affirmance  of  the  decree  of  the  chancel- 
lor. ^Comstock's  Reports  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  vol.  ii.  p.  498.)  See 
also  on  this  subject,  Scribner  t».  Crane.  (2  Paige,  147.) 
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Sgencj  of  his  law  agent.  Ue  occasionally  became  intoxicated, 
and  was  allowed  to  take  two  or  three  glasses  of  whisky  daily. 
His  general  health  was  good,  but  he  sometimes  cried  and 
laughed  without  any  apparent  cause,  which  some  of  the  wit- 
nesECB  imputed  to  imbecility,  while  others  stated  that  it  was  & 
nervous,  or  hysterical  affection.  He  occupied  his  time  in 
reading,  and  although  it  was  difficult  to  commuQlcate  with 
him,  yet  those  witnesses  who  did  come  into  communication 
with  his  mind,  deposed  that  it  was  quite  Bouad  and  acute,  and 
that  his  memory,  both  of  old  and  recent  occurrences,  was  par- 
ticularly vivid  and  correct.  His  mode  of  communicating  was 
by  writing  on  a  slate  or  piece  of  paper,  (he  having  taught 
himself  to  write  with  his  left  haad,)  and  he  also  made  use  of 
an  alphabet,  pointing  out  the  letters  of  the  words  he  meant  to 
express,  with  a  nod  or  with  his  finger.  In  1823  he  had  a 
second  shock,  which  affected  his  left  arm  to  the  elbow;  his 
speech  was  also  much  impeded,  and  he  could  only  say  ay  and 
no.  He  thenceforth  ceaaed  to  go  out  of  the  house,  but  occu- 
pied his  time  in  reading,  and  communicated  as  formerly. 
Almost  all  the  pursuer's  witnesses  gave  it  as  their  opinion 
that  he  had  not  a  mind  capable  of  making  such  a  settlement 
as  the  one  in  bsue,  but  one  of  them  (the  gontleman  who  had 
acted  as  his  law  agent  in  regard  to  the  loans)  stated  that 
although  he  did  not  think  he  was  capable  of  originating  such 
a  deed,  yet  be  thought  he  had  mind  sutGctent  to  understand  it, 
if  read  over  to  him.  The  witnesses  for  the  defenders  {who 
Stated  various  facts  a^  to  his  memory)  gave  it  as  their  opinion 
that  his  mind  was  quite  sound.  It  was  proved  that,  at  the 
time  of  execution,  the  deed  was  not  read  over,  and  no  written 
instructions  were  put  in  evidence,  but  it  was  proved  that  the 
deed  of  1827  had  been  read  to,  and  approved  of,  by  him,  and 
that  both  under  that  deed  and  the  one  under  dispute,  the 
daughter  and  her  children  derived  much  more  benefit  than 
they  could  if  it  were  set  aside. 

Lord  Cringletie,  in  his  charge  to  the  jury,  urged  that  it  was 
in  proof  that  the  memory  of  the  grantor  was  entire,  and  ob- 
eerved  that  it  is  the  first  of  the  intellectual  faculties  that 
decays.     The  weight  of  testimony  of  those  who  held  the  most 
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communication  with  him  was  alao  in  fayor  of  hie  abQity.  Tke 
jury  found  for  the  will.* 

A  testatOFy  ten  years  before  his  death,  and  in  perfect  health, 
executed  a  will,  and  subsequently  a  codicil;  and  two  and  & 
half  years  before  his  death,  after  a  paralytic  stroke,  prododiig 
at  least  great  bodily  infirmity,  having  executed  a  second 
codicil,  materially  departing  from  those  inatniments;  and  six 
months  before  his  death  a  third  codicil,  reyoking  the  second, 
and  reverting  to  the  former  disposition, — a  probate  of  the  wzD, 
and  of  the  first  and  third  codicils,  was  granted,  there  being  no 
satisfactory  proof  of  a  change  in  his  affections,  and  the  eri- 
dence  of  volition  and  capacity  being  at  least  as  strong  in  sup- 
port of  the  third  as  of  the  second  codicil.'f 

In  a  case  before  Sir  George  Lee  (1752)  the  testator  ha?ing 
the  palsy,  and  being  dissatisfied  with  a  former  will,  ordered  a 
new  one  to  be  executed.  The  attorney  drew  it  according  to 
her  directions,  read  it  to  her,  and  she  approved  by  answering 
"yes,"  or  "it  is  very  right."  She  raised  herself  up  to  exe- 
cute it,  but  the  palsy  in  her  hand  was  so  great  that  she  could 
not  hold  the  pen.  Judgment  was  given  in  favor  of  the  unexe- 
cuted will.J 

Esquirol  was  consulted  on  the  following  case :  A  bon  vivant, 
of  apoplectic  make,  was,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four,  attacked 
with  hemiplegia  and  its  usual  symptoms.  He  became  mo- 
rose and  sluggish,  and  suffered  under  trembling  of  the  limbs, 
deafness,  difficulty  of  speech,  etc.  Could  a  person,  under 
these  circumstances,  dictate  and  understand  a  will  written  for 
him  two   months   previous   to   death?     It  was  replied,  that 

♦  Cases  in  the  Court  of  Session,  (Scotland,)  toI.  xi.  p.  1849.  Simpson  r. 
Gardner's  Tnistees. 

t  King  and  Th waits  v.  Farley,  Haggard's  Ecclesiastical  Reports,  toI  I 
p.  502.  See  also  Marsh  r.  Tyrrel,  2  Haggard's  Ecclesiastical  Reports, 
p.  81.  Dr.  Burrows  was  called  in  on  the  day  of  making  the  last  will,  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  capacity  of  the  testator.  She  had  had 
several  paralytic  strokes.  Dr.  Burrows  would  only  giye  a  limited  opinion, 
and  dosircd  a  second  interview.  The  will  was  ia  direct  opposition  to  two 
previous  ones,  made  when  in  perfect  health.     Judgment  against  it. 

The  state  of  mind,  after  a  paralytic  stroke,  is  also  discussed  by  Sir  John 
NichoU,  in  Blewitt  r.  Blewitt,  3  Haggard,  p.  410. 

J  Lee's  Ecclesiastical  Reports,  vol.  L  p.  180.    Martin  v,  Wotton. 
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dtliougli  tte  above  are  signs  of  cerebral  lesion,  yet  thoy  do 
BOt  necessarily  suppose  a  loss  of  intellect.  Reason  may  be 
present,  altbougb  not  so  perfect.  The  number  of  witnesses 
required  in  France  to  attest  a  legal  signature  to  a  will  is  also 
nrged  as  a  proof  that  ao  many  persons  could  not  have  been 
mistaken  as  to  the  state  of  mind.* 

General  weakneia   and  debility.     The  will  of  a  married 
woman,  obtained  when  she  was  in  an  extremely  weak  state, 

'  nine  days  before  death,  by  the  octive  agency  of  her   hus- 

'  bftnd,  the  solo  executor  and  universal  legatee,  and  wblcb  will   | 
wholly  departed  from  a  former  one  deliberately  made  a  few 
months  before,  was  pronounced  against,  the  evidence  in  favtw 
not   being  satisfactory.     She  sudered   much  from  pain  and  ■ 
weakness,  and  took  laudanum  largely  during  ber  illness. f 
In  Scotland,  there  is  a  peculiar  law  to  protect  dying  persona 

I  from  importunity.  No  settlement  or  gift  executed  after  the 
oom  men  cement  of  the  disease  of  which  the  person  dies,  except 
those  in  the  ordinary  administration  of  the  estate,  are  valid, 
and  this,  even  if  the  grantor  be  not  confined  to  bis  bed.  If 
be  survives  sixty  days  after,  or  has  been  to  market  unsup* 
ported,  it  is  good.J 

I  will  mention  one  or  two  decisions  under  this  law : — 
A  person  in  advanced  life  had  been  afflicted  with  a  stuffing 
•nd  cough,  and  swelled  leg,  but  it  did  not  appear  that  thew 
complaints  existed  within  sixty  days  before,  or  were  the  cause 
ef  his  death.  It  was  proved  that  though  not  regularly  con- 
fined to  bed  or  to  the  house,  bis  general  health  was  infirm,  and 
lie  died  in  the  act  of  stepping  out  of  his  bed.  He  made  hiB 
will  thirty-eight  days  before  his  death.     As  there  was  no  di»- 

I  tinct  evidence  that  a  fixed  disease  was  present  within  sixty 


*  AiiDkUs  d'H}^bTi«,  vol.  liL  p.  303.  Dngald  S(««wt,  alibough  slruek 
I  ^th  paUf  in  1822,  mod  unable  (o  lake  general  eieroti<e,  or  to  into  hit  right 
[  Iwiid,  or  Ig  anicuUte  distinoil;,  nolwilbi-taDdiDg  composed  Ihe  tbinl  and 
I  Iburih  volumeiH  at  liia  vurk  dd  the  Philosopbj  of  Ibo  Human  Mind,  between 
it  and  1826,  when  he  died.  (Brcwsiet^i  Edinbargh  JaurDol  ot  Science,  *al. 
^    ».p.  201.) 

f  Hagg&nl'i  Eooleeiasliebl  RDporls,  toI.  ii.  p.  169.    ftljnn  p.  Hoblaion. 
'        j  DeU'i  Diclionar;  nf   iba  Law  of  Scotland,  art.  Dtathhcd.     As  lo  Die 
I    lut  proTlBlon,  aae  K;Ie  v.  Kjli.     Cases,  Coort  of  Session,  toL  iii.  p.  44S, 
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days,  or  that  it  was  the  cause  of  death,  the  dedakm  vu  in 
favor  of  the  deed.* 

In  another  case,  a  person  addicted  to  excesuYe  drinUn^ 
who  had  been  confined  to  bed  for  several  weeks,  firom  delnlkf 
and  exhaustion,  having  executed  a  settlement  of  her  hndei 
estate,  and  died  in  eight  days  thereafter^  without  having  best 
once  up,  except  to  have  her  bed  made — and  a  medical  gen- 
tleman having  deposed  that  she  had  no  formed  ^sease,  vks 
he  saw  her  on  the  third  day  after  the  execution  of  the  deed, 
and  that  she  died  of  an  access  of  peripneonoionia  notha,iddA 
is  a  very  common,  though  not  a  necessary  result  of  the  state 
in  which  the  party  previously  was,  it  was  held  that  she  vu 
not  to  be  considered  on  death-bed  at  the  date  of  the  execatkn 
of  the  deed.f 

Imbecility. 

Lispenard  case,  Anthony  Lispenard,  Sr.,  died  in  180S, 
leaving  a  large  estate.  In  his  will,  dated  December  24, 1802, 
he  allows  to  his  daughter  Alice  four  hundred  dollars  per  u- 
num,  she  being,  as  he  alleges,  of  such  imbecility  of  mind  s& 
to  be  incapable  of  taking  care  of  property.  In  1818,  An- 
thony Lispenard,  Jr.,  died,  unmarried  and  intestate,  and  Alice 
succeeded  to  one-fourth  of  his  estate.  In  January,  1836,  she 
died,  leaving  a  will,  dated  August  27,  1834,  giving  all  her 
estate  to  Alexander  L.  Stewart,  her  brother-in-law,  with  ^^ 
mainder  to  his  daughter,  if  Stewart  did  not  survive  the  testa- 
trix. This  will  was  contested,  and  the  state  of  mind  of  Alice 
Lispenard  became  the  subject  of  investigation.  Volummons 
testimony  was  taken  before  the  surrogate,  (Hon.  James  Camp- 
bell,) who  refused  probate  of  will.  His  opinion,  given  in  foil, 
(26  Wendell,)  states  the  substance  of  the  testimony,  froa 
which  it  appears  that  all  attempts  to  educate  Alice  signally 
failed.     She  could  never  be  taught  to  read,  still  less  to  TOte. 

*  Cases,  Court  of  Session,  vol.  ii.  p.  474.    Robertson  r.  McCaig. 

f  Ibid.,  vol.  vi.  p.  807.  McKay  v,  Davidson.  Additional  cases  on  ^ 
law  of  Ihath'bed,  as  it  is  caUed,  may  be  found  in  ibid.,  vol.  xii.  p.  569. 
Cogan  r.  Lyou.  See  also  Murray's  Reports  of  Jury  Court  Cases  in  ScotUnii, 
6  Toll. 
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As  aiic  passed  from  youth  to  womanliood  her  defects  became 
more  obvious.  She  had  her  prejudices  and  attachments;  waa 
not  insensible  of  neglect  or  attention;  could  remember  per- 
sons whom  she  had  not  seen  for  a  long  time;  could  carrj 
messages  with  accuiacj,  make  and  answer  inquiries  on  fiuniliar 
subjects.  She  was  employed  in  the  famUy  in  a  daily  round  of 
drudgery,  to  which  she  was  competent. 

The  liuae  was  appealed  to  the  chancellor,  who,  after  very 
careful  examination  of  all  the  testimony,  declares  himself  per- 
fectly satisfied  that  Alice  Lispenard  was  no  more  competeai 
to  make  a  will  than  the  generalitj  of  children  of  eight  yeart 
(dd,  who  had  had  equal  care  bestowed  upon  them.  He  at  | 
firmed  the  decision  of  the  surrogate. 

In  the  court  of  errors — being  the  State  Senate — this  dcd»  ' 
gioQ  was  reversed,  and  the  will  sustained,  by  a  vote  of  twelvt 
to  six.  An  elaborate  opinion  of  Hon.  Gnlian  C.  Verplank  it 
lupposed  to  have  very  much  tn6uenced  this  decision.  TSa 
judge  of  the  supreme  court  gave  any  opinion  on  the  case,  and 
it  waa  left  for  the  so-called  lay  ntevtbera  to  decide. 

Mr.  Verplank  asserts  that  the  right  of  testamentary  bequert 
ifl  not  a  mere  institution  of  law,  but  a  natural  right,  Bubje«t 
to  the  restrictions  of  civil  legislation,  but  not  its  mere  crea* 
tore.  The  statutes  of  the  State  of  New  York  except  idiot^ 
ftnd  persons  of  unsound  mind  from  the  exercise  of  this  righb( 
Vat  a  line  of  unvarying  authorities  show  that  in  legal  inteol 
the  natural  defect  of  mind  alluded  to  does  not  consist  in  ft 
limited  degree  of  intelligence,  but  in  an  entire  absence  of  it. 
The  torm  non  compot  mentis,  or  of  unsound  mind,  imports  nrt 
weakness  of  uuderstandiag,  but  a  total  deprivation  of  reason, 
"A  person  being  of  a  weak  understanding,  ho  he  be  not  an 
idiot,  nor  a  lunatic,  is  no  objection  in  law  to  his  disposing  of 
kis  estate-  Courts  will  not  measure  the  extent  of  people's 
Viders  tan  dings  or  capacities.  If  a  man  be  legally  compot 
mentU,  be  he  wise  or  unwise,  hi»  will  stands."* 

True,  the  courts  have,  in  many  cases,  made  the  bequests  of 
the  imbecile  void,  but  not  on  a  general  and  positive  disability 
&r  all  aimilsr  acts,  but  because  of  the  relative  character  of 


*  ShelforJ  on  Lun&c;. 


852  MSHTAL  ALIEITATIOV. 

the  will  itself  and  of  all  the  external  curemiiataDces.  Tk 
whole  transaction — taken  together  with  all  the  facts,  of  wluA 
the  mental  weakness  was  one — showed  that  cauMenty  the  toj 
essence  of  the  act,  was  wanting  to  that  particular  act. 

Mr.  Verplank  thinks  that  the  testimony  that  represoti 
Alice  as  a  dull  imbecile,  but  not  idiotic  person,  much  oil- 
weighs  that  which  asserts  the  lowest  grade  of  intellect  To 
the  clause  in  her  father's  will,  he  applies  the  dictum  of  Judge 
Washington:  ^^The  capacity  may  be  perfect  to  dispose  of  pro- 
perty by  will,  yet  inadequate  for  the  management  of  othff 
business,  as  making  contracts."* 

Old  agcy  implying  mental  imbecility ,  Kinleside  v.  Hani- 
son.  In  this  case,  the  testator,  between  eighty-six  and  eighty- 
eight  years  of  age,  made  several  codicils  to  his  will,  whicl 
were  disputed  on  the  ground  of  mental  imbecility,  the  regob 
of  old  age.  A  large  mass  of  contradictory  evidence  was  pn^ 
sented.  It  appears  to  be  admitted  that  there  was  occasional 
incapacity  from  violent  nervous  attacks,  bat  he  survived  tio 
years  after  making  the  codicils,  and  managed  his  own  cod- 
cems.  Thus  he  drew  drafts,  all  of  which  were  accurate  and 
conformable  to  the  variations  required  in  them.  His  menunr 
failed  him  occasionally,  and  he  was  deaf,  yet  he  was  able  to 
play  whist  well  until  a  few  months  before  his  death,  and  al- 
ways paid  his  own  bills  and  entered  his  payments  as  thev  were 
made,  in  his  account  book.  Sir  John  Nicboll  decided  in  farcr 
of  his  capacity.f 

In  Brydges  v.  King,  Mrs.  Brydges  had  made  a  will  while 
in  a  state  of  health,  material  parts  of  which  were  altered  by  a 
codicil  executed  ten  days  before  her  death.  She  was  above 
seventy-two  years  of  age,  had  been  confined  to  her  room  three 
months,  and  to  her  bed  two  months.  Her  complaint  was 
visceral,  and  from  laying  in  bed  she  had  become  so  excoriated 
that  it  was  necessary  to  dress  the  sores  from  shoulder  to  hip; 


*  For  the  details  of  this  case,  see  the  **  Lispenard  Case.  Stewart  r.  Nichol- 
son," in  the  New  York  State  Library.  Wcndeirs  New  York  State  Reports, 
Tol.  xxvi.,  and  an  analysis  of  the  case  and  the  testimony,  in  American  Joa> 
nal  Med.  Sciences,  N.  S.,  yoL  yi.  p.  507. 

f  2  Phillimore,  p.  449. 
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r#iid  altboiigh  ber  bowels  were  so  torpid  as  to  require  injoc- 
J  lions,  yet,  from  her  weakened  state,  she  was  not  able  to  bear 
I  -them.  In  this  condition,  the  codicil  in  favor  of  her  personal 
1  -ctteodants  was  executed.  The  regnlar  pbjsician  of  the  de- 
j  ieeased  had  not  seen  her  for  sCTcral  days  previous  and  subse- 
I  .quent,  but  he  deposed  to  her  being  more  or  less  lethargic  for 
1  tnonths,  and  did  not  believe  her  capable  of  transacting  import 
ant  business.  It  was  also  in  evidence,  that  her  relatives  and 
I  .iolicitor  were  e-tcluded,  ander  various  pretences,  from  seeing 
ier.    The  codicil  was  declared  invalid  by  Sir  John  Nicholl.* 

In  Ingram  v.  Wyatt,  Sir  John  Nicholl  notices  particularly 
the  subject  of  imbecility  of  mind.     This  defect,  he  remarks, 
seems  to  proceed  from  want  of  qnickness,  activity,  and  motion 
in  the  intctlectual  fucnltiea.     And  thus  sometimes  different 
faculties  are  found  failing  in  different  persons.    "  For  example, 
the  memory  is  sometimes  perfect  where  higher  powers  of  the 
I  tonderstanding  are  greatly  defective."    In  an  individual  of  im- 
J  fb«cile  mind,  "the  understanding  has  made  little  progress  with 
■  "years;  it  has  not  matured  and  ripened  in  the  usual  manner; 
yet  even  in  such  individuals,  nnlees  the  imbecility  be  extreme, 
tome  improvement  will  have  taken  place ;  some  progress  is 
knowledge  beyond  mere  infancy  will  have  been  made.     By 
the  help  of  memory,  by  imitation,  by  habit,  such  an  individual 
I  .^wiU  acquire  many  ideas,  will  recollect  facts,  and  circumstances, 
fcnd  places,  and  hackneyed  quotations  from  books;  will  conduct 
rhimsclf  orderly  and  mannerly;  will  make  a  few  rational  re- 
-inarkson  famiharand  Irito  subjects;  may  retain  self-dominion; 
may  spend  his  own  little  income  in  providing  for  his  wants,  aa 
I  ;*  boy  spends  his  pocket  money,  and  yet  may  labor  under  great 
l^infirmity  of  mind,  and  be  very  liable  to  fraud  and  imposition." 
"The  principal  marks  and  features  of  imbecility  are  the 
•■ame  which  belong  to  childhood,  of  course  (as  already  ob- 
I  .aerved)  varying  in  degree  in  different  individuals ;   frivolous 
pursuits,  fondness  for  and  stress  upon   trifles,  inertness  of 
mind,  paucity  of  ideas,  shyness,  timidity,  submission  to  con- 
trol, acquiescence  under  influence,  and  the  like.    Hence  these 
infantine  qualities  have  acquired  for  this  species  of  deficiency 

,     .  *  Hacprd's  BodUeiMliMl  Beporis,  to!.  1.  p.  250. 
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of  underatanding  the  name  of  childishness.  The  effect  is^  ditt 
where  imbecility  exists  at  all,  and  in  proportion  to  its  degree, 
it  becomes  necessary,  especially  in  a  case  exposed  to  odxr 
adverse  ^  presumptions,'  to  ascertain  its  extent  with  some  aeo* 
racy,  to  see  how  far  the  individual  was  liable  to  be  controlled 
by  influence,  to  submit  to  ascendency,  to  acquiesce,  from  inert- 
ness and  confidence,  in  those  acts  upon  the  validity  of  wludk 
the  court  has  to  decide."* 

In  Bird  v.  Bird,  the  will  was  executed  ten  days  before 
death,  by  a  person  of  eighty-five,  in  weak  bodily  health,  bit 
the  drawer  and  witnesses  of  it  were  confirmed  in  their  opinion 
as  to  capacity,  volition,  and  free  agency  by  the  adverse  vit- 
nesses,  and  by  the  deceased's  affections  and  declarations.  M 
pronounced  for.f 

A  testatrix  was  old  and  greatly  debilitated  by  the  diseise 
under  which  she  labored  when  she  made  her  will  and  codidL 
and  the  usual  state  of  her  mind,  until  her  death,  was  that  ot 
great  torpor  and  inactivity.    *^But  her  mind  (say  the  comtj 
was  evidently  not  deranged.    It  was,  in  fact,  rather  a  want  of 
sensibility  than  a  want  of  intellect,  which  marked  her  condi- 
tion; for  most,  if  not  all  the  witnesses,  agreed  that  she  codR 
by  anything  sufficiently  interesting  to  attract  her  attention,  be 
awakened  and  roused  to  activity ;  and  vrben  she  was  so,  thai 
she  conversed  intelligently,  and  invariably  gave  rational  and 
pertinent  responses  to  any  interrogatories  propounded  to  her." 
Some  indeed  thought  that  she  could  not  be  excited  for  a  tine 
sufficient  to  make  a  will ;  others  entertained  a  different  opin- 
ion.    And  it  was  proved  that  she  felt   an  extreme  interes: 
about  making  a  will.    She  was  a  widow  and  childless,  and  had 
long  determined  against  intestacy.     The  primary  motive  of 
this  determination  was  the  emancipation  of  her  slaves,  and 
this,  all  agreed,  was  the  object  dearest  to  her  heart.    This  iras 
a  subject,  then,  to  excite  her;  and  the  subscribing  witness^ 
were  also  decided  as  to  her  competency  at  the  time  of  exe- 
cuting the  will.     The  court,  therefore,  adjudged  in  favor  of 
the  wilLJ 

*  Haggard's  Ecclesiastical  Repcrtfl,  toL  i.  p.  884. 

f  Ibid.,  YoL  iL  p.  142. 

X  Littel's  Kentaokj  Reports,  vol.  L  p.  252.    Watts  v.  Bollock. 
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II  lias  been  BometimeB  agitated,  whether  the  loss  of  memory 
Bololj  is  such  a  proof  of  mental  imbecility  as  to  render  a  will 
invalid.  On  this  point,  the  remarks  of  Chancellor  Kent,  in  a 
case  before  him,  are  decisive.  "The  failure  of  memory  is  not 
sufficient  to  create  tho  incapacity,  unless  it  bo  quite  total,  or 
extend  to  hia  immediate  family.  The  Roman  law,"  he  re- 
marks, "seemed  to  apply  tho  incapacity  only  to  an  extreme 
failure  of  memory — as  for  a  ma.n  to  forget  his  own  name, 
fatuua  }w<stumitur  qui  in  propria  noviine  errat.  The  waoC 
of  recollection  of  names  is  one  of  the  earliest  symptomB  of  k  I 
decay  of  the  memory;  hot  this  failure  may  exist  to  a  very 
great  degree,  and  yet  'the  solid  power  of  the  understanding' 
remain."* 

Drunkeimeei,  The  testator  was  proved  to  have  been  not 
properly  a  madman,  hut  a  habitual  drunkard,  who,  under  the 
excitement  of  liquor,  acted  very  like  a  maniac. 

Sir  John  KichoU  held  that,  from  the  evidence,  it  Rppeared 
that  the  testator  was  not  under  the  excitement  of  liquor,  and, 
consequently,  not  insane  at  the  time  of  making  the  will ;  and 
he  tlierefore  eatahlishcd  the  will-f 

Delirium.  In  Evans  tp.  Knight,  where  the  condition  of  the 
testator  was  inquired  into,  eight  years  after  his  death,  it  was 
endeavored  to  be  shown  that  he  had  been  laboring  under  a 
delirium,  caused  hy  a  fatal  attack  of  peripneumonia.  This 
attack  had  been  on  him  for  some  days.  He  made  the  will  on 
the  Slst  of  April,  and  died  on  the  24th.  The  physician  who 
was  called  in,  and  who  saw  him  a  short  time,  inclined  to  tho 
opinion  that  he  was  not  in  sound  mind,  but  denied  that  he  waa 
in  a  state  of  mental  derangement ;  "and,  in  spite  of  a  marked 
confusion  of  intellect,  he  could  answer  questions  put  to  him 


*  Johnaoa'i  Chanoerj  ReporU,  >ol.  v.  p,  1<>1.  Tan  AIsI  d.  ITualer.  In 
Turner  v.  Tumor,  (LiKel'a  Kenluokj  KepoFls,  toL  \.  p.  101.)  iliv  couri  make 
a  remu'k  which  \a  probably  correct :  nnd  if  bo.  deserces  itieatiaa.  "  There 
la  lesi  presumplioD  of  ioMuiilj  at  l/it  timi  vbea  a  vill  was  oieeiited,  whero 
the  lesUlor  it  chown  to  hiiro  been  preTiously  sffli^ted  with  the  m«nt»l 
debility  BtieodiDg  old  ige,  Iban  ther«  is  irhera  the  mentoi  [uuUd;  is  iirOl- 
Btry  I11DM7." 

I  Ajity  t>.  HiU,  3  AiIdaoiB,  p.  206.  See  ».Uo  Dodge  b.  Meeeh,  (where  the 
will  was  iDTalidated,)  1  lUggkrd'i  Esclesiutical  Beporti,  p.  Q12. 
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8ensiblj  and  rationally."  A  friend  visited  him  on  the  niM 
day,  and  heard  him  give  instmctions  to  the  solicitor,  witlmt 
any  leading  questions  being  put.  The  solicitor  also  was  sitii- 
fied  of  his  capacity.     Verdict  in  favor  of  the  will.* 

Suicide^  as  indicative  of  insanity.  '^  Instmctions  for  a  ifll 
containing  the  fixed  and  final  intentions  of  the  deceased  ve 
valid,  if  the  formal  execution  is  prevented  by  death;  and  if 
there  is  no  evidence  of  insanity  at  the  time  of  ^ving  tke  m- 
structions,  the  commission  of  suicide  three  days  after  viB 
not  invalidate  the  paper,  by  raising  an  inference  of  prerios 
derangement.'*  Here  the  testator  conversed  sensibly  and  col- 
lectedly, and  appeared  perfectly  rational  when  giving  the 
instructions,  t 

The  existence  of  a  lucid  interval.  The  case  of  White  f. 
Driver  related  to  the  validity  of  the  wiU  of  Mrs.  Manning 
who  was  proved  to  have  been  insane  for  several  years,  but  in 
varying  degrees.  She  was  at  large  during  the  greater  part  of 
her  life,  and  under  her  own  government.  From  the  testimony 
of  the  clergyman,  the  solicitor,  the  two  apothecaries,  and  ibt 
nurse,  ^^with  all  their  suspicions  awakened,  and  their  vigiliBt 
observations  called  forth,"  it  appeared  that  she  was  sane  ani 
rational  during  the  transaction;  and  indeed  it  seemed  proved 
that  she  continued  so  until  her  death,  which  was  on  the  next 
day.  The  disposition  of  her  property,  as  made  by  the  wiD, 
was  "neither  insane  nor  unnatural."  Sir  John  NichoU, there- 
fore, pronounced  it  valid.J 

In  another  case,  (Cartwright  v.  Cartwright,)  Sir  William 
Wynne  enters  more  in  detail  into  the  circumstances  which  go 
to  prove  the  existence  of  a  lucid  interval.  "  If  it  can  be 
proved  that  it  is  a  rational  act  rationally  done,  the  whole  case 
is  proved.  W^hat  can  you  do  more  to  establish  the  act?  Sup- 
pose you  are  able  to  show  the  party  did  that  which  appears  to 
be  a  rational  act,  and  it  is  his  own  entirely,  nothing  is  left  to 
presumption  in  order  to  prove  a,  lucid  interval."  The  de- 
ceased, by  herself  writing  the  will  now  before  the  court,  bd 

*  1  Addams,  p.  229.     See  also  Lem&nn  v.  Bonaall,  ibid.,  p.  888. 
f  Burrows  r.  Burrows,  1  Haggard's  Ecclesiastical  Reports,  p.  109. 
1 1  Phillimore*8  Eodeaiastioal  Raporta,  p.  84. 
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"plainly  shown  that  she  had  a  full  and  complete  capacity  to 
nnderetand  the  state  of  her  affairs  and  her  relations,  and  to 
give  what  was  proper  in  the  way  she  had  done.  She  not  only 
formed  the  plan,  but  pursued  and  carried  it  into  execution 
with  propriety  and  without  asststnnce.  He  was,  therefore,  in 
faror  of  the  validity  of  the  will,  and  this  sentence  was  affirmed 
on  appeal  to  the  high  court  of  delegates.* 

Monomania — JTatred  against  relatives.  One  of  the  moat 
difficult  questions  for  decision  ia  where  the  charge  of  ineanitf 
rests  on  some  obstinate  and  long-continued  feelings  of  hatred 
or  malice  against  individuals,  which  are  evidently  groundless.! 

Lord  Erskine,  in  his  celebrated  speech  for  Uadfield,  made 
the  following  remarks: — 

"In  the  very  recent  instance  of  Mr,  Greenwood,  (which 
must  be  fresh  in  his  lordship's  recollection,)  the  rule  in  civH 
cases  was  considered  to  be  settled.  That  gentleman,  whila 
insane,  took  up  an  idea  that  a  most  affectionate  brother  had 
administered  poison  to  him.  Indeed,  it  was  the  prominent 
feature  of  his  insanity.  In  a  few  months  lie  recovered  hia 
senses.  He  returned  to  his  profession  as  an  advocate,  WM 
sound  and  eminent  in  his  practice,  and  in  all  respects  a  moBt 
intelligent  and  useful  member  of  society ;  but  he  could  never 
dislodge  from  his  mind  the  morbid  delusion  which  disturbed  it, 
and,  under  the  pressure,  no  doubt,  of  diseased  preposseseioni, 
he  disinherited  his  brother.  The  cause  to  avoid  this  will  waa 
tried  here.  We  are  not  now  upon  the  evidence,  but  upon  thtt 
principle  adopted  as  the  law.  Tbe  noble  and  learned  judgs 
vho  presides  upon  this  trial,  and  who  presided  upon  that,  told 
the  jury  that  if  they  believed  Mr,  Greenwood,  when  he  made 
the  will,  to  have  been  insaite,  (he  will  could  not  be  supported, 
vhether  it  had  disinherited  his  brother  or  not;  that  the  act, 
BO  doubt,  strongly  confirmed  the  esistence  of  the  false  idea, 


■  1  Phillimore,  p.  9a.  Bui  in  Groaai  and  Eving  t.  TbomM,  vhrre  tlie 
dMewGd  «M  proTod  to  hk*e  been  iuiani  both  before  and  after  makiDg  Itie 
will,  tesitniODj  Hhowing  oilmneu  ftiid  iha  Iraosadtion  of  fm-ma]  biufiiBta, 
aii<I«r  the  mdciIod  of  bin  famil;,  wai  not  deemed  BuSoient  to  rebut  tlie 
fresumpiion  against  Ibe  pttpora.  tt  wu,  howcTor,  iwj  daubtlUl  whetbar 
tba  leatBior  had  a  tucid  intcrral,  (Haggard'a  EecWia^lical  Keporti,  toI.  ii. 
p.  483.) 
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which,  if  beliered  bj  the  jvy  to  utKHmt  to  majntti^  nid 
equally  have  affected  hia  teitamenti  if  tlie  brodiex^  instetitf 
being  dlBinherited,  had  been  m  hia  graye ;  and  thaA|  oa  Ae 
other  hand,  if  the  unfounded  notion  did  not  smoant  to  mi 
neflB,  its  influence  could  notTaoate  the  deriae.** 

Strange  as  it  may  ^PP^s^y  this  remarkablo  and  kmdingtam, 
ao  strongly  urged,  and  ao  firequently  quoted  erer  ainoe^  ineua 
where  it  applies,  waa  ne?er  reported  imtil  1844,  althoog^da 
trial  itself  was  held  before  Lord  Kenyoa  mud  a  apecial  jvy, 
on  the  18th  of  May,  1T90.  After  more  tbaii  fifty  yean,  Di. 
Curties,  in  an  appendix  to  the  third  Tolmne  of  hia  ^^^^t»"^ 
oal  Reports,  published  the  charge  of  Lord  Kenyon,  from  the 
short-hand  notes  of  Mr.  Gumey. 

It  appears  that,  previous  to  this  trial,  Willi«m  Greenwood, 
the  disinherited  brother,  had  brought  an  ejectment  in  tk 
court  of  common  pleas,  and  obtained  a  Terdiot  against  de 
will.  The  defimdant  (a  cousm)  in  that  action  was  then  m 
America,  but,  hearing  of  the  verdict,  immediately  retained 
to  England,  and  commenced  the  present  action.  Mr.  Snkne 
was  engaged  in  his  favor,  and  Sergeant  Adair  for  the  brotlMr. 

The  charge  of  Lord  Eenyon  is  elaborate  and  minute,  tnd 
contains  a  full  analysis  of  the  testimony. 

After  adverting  to  the  caprice  which  is  often  shown  m  the 
disposition  of  property,  but  yet  withoat  an j  snapicion  of  the 
sound  state  of  mind  of  the  testators,  he  observes  that  there 
was  a  possible  fallacy  in  the  statement  of  the  question  by  the 
learned  sergeant. 

*^  He  stated  that  the  question  was,  whether  the  disposition 
was  the  effect  of  madness  or  of  sound  mind.  I  am  rather 
mclined  to  believe  that  some  persons,  in  judging  of  it^  ▼odd 
look  first  to  the  act  done,  and  argue  up  from  that  to  the  ssnity 
or  insanity  of  the  mind,  instead  of  looking  at  that  which  is 
the  real  question,  and  which  the  law  ever  considers  to  be  the 
question,  namely,  whether  the  tutatar  wa%  of  9ound  and  dit- 
posing  mind  and  understanding  when  he  made  hie  will  f  This 
is  the  question  which  the  wisdom  of  ages  has  framed,  snd 
which,  as  often  as  the  question  arises  in  oourta  of  justice,  in 
those  words  is  put  into  form." 
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t  Id  favor  of  the  sanity  of  the  testator,  waa  a^daced  llio  tea- 
mony  of  a  nnmher  of  respectable  and  intelligent  persons, 
who  had  known  Mr.  Greenwood  from  the  time  of  leaving 
school  and  going  to  college,  during  Lis  study  of  the  profession 
of  the  law,  and,  snhsequently,  in  family  intercourse,  and  in 
business  affairs.  They  all  agree,  that  there  was  no  appearance 
of  derangement  of  mind,  either  in  conduct  or  behavior.  Seve- 
ral, however,  remarked  that  the  brolhers,  although  they  lived 
together,  .ippoared  to  hold  no  communication  with  each  other; 
there  waa  no  conversation  between  "them,  when  they  sat 
together  at  dinner," 

Dr.  Reynolds,  a  physician,  stated  that  in  November,  1787, 
Mr.  Greenwood  consulted  him  on  his  illness,  which  was  a  con- 
sumptive case;  there  was  no  appearance  of  derangement  of 

.  Sie  intellect;  he  conversed  as  a>  sane  man,  and  described  his 

l^aiuorder  with  accuracy. 

Mr.  Greenwood's  friends  pressed  him  to  go  to  Lisbon,  for 
the  recovery  of  hia  health.  He  replied  that  be  conld  not, 
until  he  had  settled  his  affairs.  When  his  brother  was  sug- 
gested as  an  agent,  he  said,  in  a  determined  way,  "he  shall 
have  nothing  to  do  with  ray  affairs,' '  Ho  appointed  an  agent, 
drew  up  instructions,  marked  with  great  accuracy  and  good 
sense,  and,  after  this,  departed  for  London,  White  there,  on 
the  seventh  of  December,  he  drew  up  and  executed  his  will. 
Tlic  friend  who  gives  this  testimony,  adds  that  he  received  a 
letter,  dated  Lisbou.  January  10,  giving  a  long,  accurate,  and 
sensible  account.  He  also  had  observed  other  instances  of 
marked  dislike  to  his  brother — such  as  if  Mr.  Greenwood 
wanted  to  be  helped  to  a  dish  at  table  that  stood  near  bis 
brother,  he  bad  the  dish  removed  Iki  him,  rather  than  ask  his 
brother  to  help  him. 

The  great  majority  of  the  witnesses,  however,  baring  met 
lim  in  the  ordinary  intercourse  of  conversation  and  bnsiness, 

I United  in  pronouncing  Mr.  Greenwood  a  man  of  sound  mind 

|>Dd  understanding,  and  perfectly  competent  to  dispose  of  pro- 

Jperty. 

The  first  witness  called  on  the  part  of  the  defendant  was 

I  Sb-  Uingerston,  the  apothecary.     Ho  deposes  that,  on  the  day 
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after  his  father's  death,  he  was  sent  for  to  Ifr.  John  Greo- 
wood,  who  was  eztremelj  feverish;  this  conthmed  for  BCfail 
dajBy  and  was  finally  accompanied  with  deUrinm.  The  patiot 
was  restless  and  suspicions,  made  complaints  to  him  of  la 
brother  and  servant,  and  hinted  that  there  were  plots  uguun 
him.  This  was  on  the  26th  of  April ;  and  that  he  tttendei 
him  until  the  28d  of  June;  that  he  never  waa  free  from  iA 
rium,  as  long  as  he  attended  him.  CSoercion  was  thoi^ 
necessary,  and  a  keeper  was  employed  from  the  Hortoa  esta- 
blishment, who  remained  ten  weeks,  and  did  not  consider  bimm 
his  right  mind.  He  thought  him  not  quite  well  when  he  left, 
though  much  better;  noticed  violent  paroxysms  of  passion  in 
consequence  of  the  detection  of  an  untruth. 

Dr.  Pitcaim  was  called,  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Jones.  Hr. 
Greenwood  was  Ul,  and  unmanageable  on  the  26th  of  April 
'^He  thought  no  one  could  look  at  him  without  perceiving  tbt 
he  was  in  an  insane  state."  Dr.  Budd  prescribed  for  him,  and 
concurred  in  the  belief  of  his  insanity.  He  was  very  shy,  par- 
ticularly  when  hb  brother  was  present. 

Mr.  Livie,  an  old  friend  of  the  family,  states  that,  on  tk 
death  of  the  father,  all  were  in  great  distress.  Mr.  Greenwood 
was  ill  the  next  day,  and  some  days  after  he  sent  for  his  bro- 
ther and  witness;  expressed  his  apprehension  of  immediate 
death,  and  said  that,  if  this  should  happen,  his  whole  propertj 
would  go  to  his  brother  and  sister.  Mr.  Livie  soon  thoaght 
that  a  keeper  was  necessary — ^but  saw  very  little  of  him  untJ 
Price  was  removed.  He  met  him  some  time  after,  put  out  Iiis 
hand,  but  Greenwood  would  not  shake  hands,  and  ever  after- 
wards, when  he  passed,  would  not  bow  or  speak  to  him. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Jones  was  the  tutor  of  Mr.  Greenwood,  at 
Trinity  College,  Cambridge.  Mr.  Greenwood  having  escaped 
out  of  the  window,  came  to  him  on  the  5th  of  May,  1786.  He 
found  him  dressed  in  deep  mourning,  very  pale,  in  great  dis- 
tress; said  he  had  lost  the  best  of  fathers,  that  his  friends  hid 
deserted  him,  the  Higginsons;  Livie  and  his  brother,  too,  bad 
deserted  him,  and  had  spread  a  villainous  report  of  him,  that 
he  bad  been  undutiful  to  his  father,  and  been  accessory  to  his 
father's  death,  and  that  they  had  confined  him.     He  urged 
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him  to  accompany  him  to  London,  nhicb  be  did.  He  vas  low 
ftod  melancholy,  and  Mr.  Jones  did  not  think  he  waB  in  his 
right  mind. 

On  the  20th  of  June  Mr.  Jonee  again  Bav  him ;  he  was  still 
low  and  melancholy,  but  not  so  bad  ae  before.  He  seemed 
to  have  a  great  dislike  of  his  brother.  In  December,  1786, 
he  appeared  to  have  recovered  hb  senses.  The  witness  then 
talked  with  him  about  his  brother.  The  deceased  said  ho 
would  convince  him  that  his  brother  had  not  done  right;  and 
he  called  him  a  hound,  a  scoundrel,  and  a  villain. 

Mr.  Jones  saw  Mr.  Greenwood  again  on  the  4th  of  June, 
when  he  noticed,  for  the  first  time,  that  the  deceased  had 
taken  a  dislike  to  himself;  talked  of  friendship  being  only  a 
name,  and  of  being  deserted;  and  at  a  subsequent  interview, 
in  July,  1787,  burst  into  a  violent  rage;  accused  him  of  call- 
ing in  Dr.  Budd,  and  of  retaining  Price.  He  left  him,  refusing 
to  give  his  hand. 

To  another  witness,  a  college  acquaintance,  he  stated,  in 
July,  1787,  that  his  brother  had  been  the  author  of  the  "force 
BBed  to  him.  He  also  charged  his  brother  with  having  accused 
him  of  not  feeling  for  his  father.  He  further  said  that  they 
had  given  him  brandy  and  water.,  iu  which  they  had  put  poi- 
son; and  that  they  had  put  arsenic  into  his  tea-kettle;  that  he 
asked  the  witness  whether  he  would  not  have  him  prosecute 
his  brother;  that  he  would  certa-inly  prosecute  his  brother." 
Xhiawitnesa  also  proved  hia  constant  suUennesB  and  unkind- 
iMIVto  both  brother  and  sister.  He  promised  to  alter  this, 
Wl^Wy  shortly  after  returned  to  hia  former  habit. 

Other  witnesses  proved  that  this  feeling  was  entertained 
even  aft«r  his  arrival  at  Lisbon. 

Lord  Kenyon  concluded  hia  charge  aa  follows:  "The  in- 
quiry, and  the  sole  inquiry,  in  this  cause  is,  whether  he  was  of 
sound  and  disposing  mind  and  memory  at  the  time  when  be 
made  his  will.  However  deranged  he  might  be  before,  if  he 
had  recovered  his  reason  at  the  time,  he  was  competent  to 
make  hifi  will. 

"And  I  take  it,  a  mind  and  memory  competent  to  dispose 
of  bis  property,  when  it  is  a  little  explained,  may  stand  tbnri;. 
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having  that  recollection  about  him  that  would  enable  hiato 
look  about  the  property  he  had  to  dispose  of,  and  the  penoM 
to  whom  he  wished  to  dispose  of  it.  If  he  had  a  powo*  of 
summoning  up  his  mind  so  as  to  know  what  his  property  vsa, 
and  who  those  persons  were  that  then  were  the  objects  of  kis 
bounty,  then  he  was  competent  to  make  his  will. 

^^  The  conduct  which  he  held  to  his  brother  was  certamlj 
considerably  unaccountable.  If,  whenever  his  brother's  nime 
occurred,  instantly  a  fit  of  delirium  had  seized  him,  then  I 
should  conceive  that  he  was  not  competent  to  make  his  will; 
but  if  his  mind  remained  entire;  if  he  had  new  raised  up  ]m- 
judices  against  his  brother,  though  upon  improper  groonds. 
yet  if  they  were  such  prejudices  as  might  reside  in  a  sound 
mind,  it  is  hard  that  those  prejudices  should  lead  to  condn- 
sions  unfavorable  to  his  brother;  but  hard  as  the  case  majbe, 
it  is  better  that  a  thousand  hard  cases  should  take  place  than 
that  wc  should  remove  the  landmarks  by  which  man's  propmy 
is  to  be  decided. 

^'  It  is  for  you  to  look  at  that  conduct  to  his  brother,  to  see 
whether  it  is  evidence  of  a  derangement  of  mind,  or  whetber 
only  an  unreasonable  prejudice  which  he  indulged  against  ik 
brother;  if  it  be  the  last,  that  did  not  unfit  him  to  make  his 
last  will  and  testament. 

^'A  multitude  of  instances  there  have  been,  where  men  have 
taken  up  prejudices  against  their  nearest  and  dearest  rela- 
tions ;  it  is  the  history  of  every  week  in  the  year,  and  the 
history  of  almost  every  family  at  one  time  or  other — that 
harsh  dispositions  have  been  made;  that  unreasonable  preju- 
dices have  taken  place ;  that  one  child,  standing  equallv  near 
in  blood,  has  been  preferred  to  another;  and  if  once  we  get 
into  digressions  of  that  kind,  then  we  get  upon  a  sea  without 
a  rudder.  Where  will  you  stop?  what  partiality  will  be 
enough  to  set  aside  a  will  ?  and  what  partiality  will  you  give 
way  to,  and  say  the  will  is  good?  These  are  questions  which 
the  most  correct  and  acute  mind  that  ever  addressed  itself 
to  the  consideration  of  questions  will  not  be  able  to  settle. 

"You  are  to  consider  whether  his  mind  was  entire  to  make 
the  disposition;   not  whether  the  disposition  was  whimsical, 
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crnel ;  vhat  none  of  you,  retiring  to  your  own  bosoms,  and 
ooUeoting  your  owd  feelings,  would  have  made ;  but  to  see 
viiether  it  was  the  disposition  of  this  man's  mind,  exercising 
the  faculties  of  his  mind,  when  in  possession  of  those  faculties. 

"If  you  think  that,  whenever  that  topic  occurred  to  him,  it 
totally  deranged  his  mind,  and  prevented  hira  from  judging  of 
whom  the  objects  of  his  bounty  should  be,  according  to  his 
own  will,  then  the  will  cannot  stand,  and  then  you  will  find 
for  the  defendant;  but  if  you  think  ho  was  of  competent  mind 
to  make  his  will,  to  exercise  his  judgment,  however  that  might 
be  disturbed  by  passions  which  ought  not  to  be  encouraged, 
then  the  will  ought  to  stand.  It  is  for  you  to  decide;  and  the 
care  and  attention  you  have  paid  have  made  it  unnecessary 
for  me  to  say  so  much  as  I  have  said,  in  addition  to  the  evi- 
dence."   Verdict  for  the  pluintiff. 

The  reader  will  observe  that  an  opposite  verdict  had  been 
obtained  for  the  defendant  in  the  common  plead.  In  conse- 
quence of  this  a  compromise  took  place.* 

Another  case  of  the  same  description  is  that  of  Dew  v. 
Clark,  which  forms  the  subject  of  one  of  Sir  John  Nicholl's 
most  elaborate  and  able  opinloDS,  and  I  cannot  omit  recom- 
mending its  attentive  perusal  to  all  of  my  young  legal  friends 
who  wish  to  understand  this  intricate  species  of  insanity. 

Ely  Stott  died  a  rich  man,  leaving  a  widow  (the  third  wife) 
and  an  only  child.  This  child,  a  daughter,  (now  Mrs,  Dew,) 
was  of  the  first  marriage,  and  born  in  1T88,  and  it  was  shown 
that  from  her  earliest  infancy  be  bad  labored  under  the 
strongest  aversion  against  her,  declaring  that  she  was  invested 
by  nature  with  a  singular  depravity,  was  the  victim  of  vice 
and  evil,  etc.,  and  he  continued  in  this  opinion  and  made 
similar  assertions  as  she  advanced  in  life,  and  even  until  bis 
death,  in  1821.  He  left  her  £100  per  annum,  and  she  now 
Bought,  on  the  ground  of  his  partial  insanity,  to  break  the  will. 

When  the  first  application  was  made  to  Sir  John  Nicholl, 
he  explicitly  stated  that  "no  course  of  harsh  treatment,  no 
sud<len  bursts  of  violence,  no  display  of  unkind  or  even  un- 

*  American  Jnurniit  Mc'lionl  Soieace^  N.  S.,  toI.  ix.  p.  608,  coadcnied 
from  CurtJBB'  Kc  parts. 
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natural  feelings  merely^  can  avail  in  proof  of  the  aUegttum; 
she  can  only  prove  it  by  making  ont  a  case  of  antipatbj, 
dearly  resolvable  into  mental  perverBion,  and  plainly  evincing 
that  the  deceased  was  iMane  as  to  her^  notwithstanding  lu 
general  sanity." 

His  decision  on  the  will  occnpies  many  pages.  He  inquires 
what  is  the  true  criterion  or  test  of  the  presence  of  iuBanitj, 
and  in  answer,  deems  it  comprisable  in  a  single  term,  tLl, 
delusion — a  delusion  out  of  which  the  patient  is  incapable  of 
being  permanently  reasoned.  The  term  partial  insanitv  is 
perfectly  consonant  with  the  law  of  England — a  man  is  not 
mad  on  all  subjects. 

In  addition  to  the  circumstances  mentioned  above,  as  to  the 
delusion  of  Mr.  Stott  against  his  child,  it  vr as  proved  by  maDj 
witnesses  that,  even  in  early  age,  the  burden  of  his  conversa- 
tion was  her  depravity  and  profligacy ;  and  this  went  on  from 
year  to  year,  progressively  increasing.     His  treatment  of  her 
was  harsh  to  an  extreme ;  he  burst  into  a  rage  whenever  she 
appeared,  and  could  not  bear  the  sight  of  her.      She  never  sat 
down  to  table  with  him ;  was  compelled  to  do  the  most  menial 
work;  and  was  denied  everything,  except  the  most  commoD 
articles  of  dress.    He  stripped  her  naked  and  flogged  her,  aud 
then  rubbed  her  back  with  brine ;   and  even  when  a  woman 
grown,  of  seventeen  up  to  twenty-one,  would  knock  her  down 
and  strike  her  with  a  whip.    She  fled  from  these  cruelties,  and 
received,  through  the  assistance  of  her  friends,  a  situation  in  a 
school,  whore  she  was  fitted  for  a  governess.       The  clergy- 
man of  the  parish,  to  whom  Mr.  Stott  had  complained  of  hb 
daughter,  became  acquainted  with  her,  and  was  surprised  to 
find  her  far  different  from  what  had  been  represented.    Fruit- 
less efi<)rts  were  made  by  him  and  her  to  produce  a  reconcilia- 
tion, but  he  states  that  the  mere  sight  of  her  appeared  to 
excite  the  father,  and  he  did  not  deem  it  safe  to  leave  her  in 
the  house.     ''The  deceased's  state  of  mind  was  clearly  and 
essentially  different  from  that  of  a  merely  wicked  man  or  of 
one  under  the  influence  of  a  prejudice,  however  strong.''    It 
was  a  complete  delusion,  which  he  had  no  power  of  resisting, 
and  which  was  liable  to,  and  did,  go  frightful  lengths,  in  the 
absence  of  temporary  external  restraints. 
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It  appeared  in  testimony  that  Stott  had  required  his  dangb- 
ter  to  write  down  her  thoughts  for  his  inspection. 

Other  circamstances  were  proved,  indicative  of  insanit;  on 
several  subjects — such  as  his  conduct  to  his  first  wife,  hia 
Itla^pheinj  while  reading  the  Bible,  and  his  extraordinary 
prayers. 

Qc  was  a  medical  clectrioian,  and  conceived  himself  en- 
dowed with  supernatural  powers  in  the  use  of  hia  apparatus. 
Ho  had  also  imbibed  an  idea  of  the  feasibility  of  delivering 
pregnant  females  by  means  of  this  agent,  and  actually  pro- 
posed to  a  neighboring  baker  to  try  the  experiment  on  his 
wife. 

The  will  W88  declared  void.* 

In  a  recent  caee,  the  testator  had  been  a  fellow  of  Queen's 
College,  Oxford,  and  for  the  last  twenty  years  of  his  life  reo- 
tor  of  a  living  belonging  to  that  college.  He  was  always 
eccentric  in  his  habits,  and  of  late  years  had  been  very  retired. 
In  consequence  of  being  taken  very  ill,  and  two  of  hia  ser- 
vants  at  the  same  time,  with  vomttiug  and  purging,  he  believed 
that  an  attempt  had  been  made  to  poison  him.  On  the  advice 
of  his  solicitor  and  physician,  who  then  thought  that  be  had 
rational  grounds  for  his  HUHpicions,  an  investigation  was  made, 
but  the  gentlemen  who  conductecl  it  were  satisfied  that  there 
were  none.  The  testator,  however,  remained  in  the  belief  that 
the  eggs,  milk,  and  butter  sent  to  him  by  Harrison,  bis  nephew- 
in-law,  and  bis  church -warden,  were  poisoned,  and  this  con- 
tinued to  hia  death. 

The  will  was  all  in  the  testator's  handwriting,  without 
erasure  or  alteration,  regularly  attested  by  two  clergymen, 
who,  although  aware  of  his  opinion  respecting  poisoning,  un- 
hesitatingly swore  to  their  belief  of  his  perfect  mind.  The 
solicitor  and  physician  gave  similar  testimony.  His  property 
was  all  bequeathed  to  Queen's  College,  in  trust  for  the  poor 
of  the  parish  where  he  resided,  and  it  appeared  on  the  trial 
that  he  expressed  an  intention  of  doing  this  long  before  he 
had  the  notion  of  poison. 


*  Dew  c.  Clork,  in  I  AJilttms,  p.  2T9;  2  Addams,  p.  102;  3  AdOaniB,  p.  70, 
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The  testamentary  papers  were  opposed  by  the  next  of  kb, 
on  the  ground  that  they  were  prepared  and  ezecated  whei 
the  testator  was  impressed  with  the  belief  of  poisoning,  and 
while  he  was  of  unsound  mind  and  under  mental  delnskm. 
Sir  John  Nicholl  said  that,  ^^at  all  events,  it  was  a  esse  of 
monomania^  for  upon  every  other   subject,   from  the  time 
in  question  to  his  death,  the  deceased  acted  as  a  person  of 
sound  mind,  as  much  as  he  had  ever  been ;  he  managed  his 
house,  his  property,  and  his  farm,  granted  leases,  receiyed 
tithes,  kept  accounts,  recognized  his  will,  held  rational  con- 
versation, and  did  church  duty.    A  monomania^  to  affect  sneh 
an  instrument,  under  such  circumstances,  should  be  clear  in 
point  of  existence  and  decided  in  character,  beyond  all  doabt. 
That  the  deceased  thought  and  believed  that  an  attempt  had 
been  made  to  poison  him,  seemed  to   be   established;  but 
was  it  proved  that  his  opinion  in  that  respect  was  a  mere 
morbid  insane  delusion,  rendering  him  intestable  ?     The  ques- 
tion was  not  whether  the  attempt  to  poison  was  reaUy  made, 
but  whether  he  had  grounds  for  suspecting  it  ?  or  whether,  as 
pleaded,  '  the  deceased  had  no  rational  grounds  whatever  for 
his  belief?'  "     The  court  pronounced  in  favor  of  the  will.* 

The  following  case  was  adjudicated  in  Kentucky,  in  1S22: 
George  Moore  made  his  will  on  the  11th  of  April,  1822.  lie 
was  sick  and  low,  but  in  his  right  mind,  and  indeed  more  s(' 
than  the  witness  had  seen  him  for  some  time.     About  twenty- 

■ 

four  years  previous  to  his  death  he  had  been  seized  Trith  a 
dangerous  fever,  from  which  he,  unexpectedly  to  all,  recoverei 
Some  years  afterwards  he  indulged  in  habits  of  intoxication. 
and  these  continued  to  the  period  of  his  dissolution.  Wliea 
not  under  the  influence  of  liquor  he  was  feeble  and  inactive; 
and  it  was  precisely  in  this  situation  that  he  executed  his  will, 
evincing  intelligence  sufficient,  in  the  opinion  of  both  of  his 
physicians  and  the  attesting  witnesses.  The  court,  therefore, 
observed  that  they  would  have  no  hesitation  in  admitting  the 
instrument  to  record,  were  it  not  for  the  folio  win  «•  circum- 
stances : — 


*  Haggard's  Ecclesiastioal  Reports,  vol.  iii.  p.  627.  Shelford,  p.  301.  Ful- 
leok  t.  AUinson. 
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The  testator  waa  a  baclielor,  bnt  hsjl  two  or  three  brothers 
who  resided  within  the  State.  He  owned  a  female  slave,  his 
mistress,  and  who  possessed  coasidorable  influence  over  him. 
During  his  severe  illness,  many  years  previous,  he  was  com- 
pletely deranged,  talked  much  of  his  immense  wealth,  and 
then  conceived  an  antipathy  to  liis  brothers,  contending  that 
they  designed  to  destroy  or  injure  him,  although  they  attended 
him  ooLstantly  in  his  illness.  This  antipathy  continued,  with 
a  single  exception,  when  he  made  a  will  in  their  favor,  (after- 
wards canceled,)  nntil  his  deutli.  When  inquired  of  by  one 
of  the  witnesses,  why  he  disinherited  his  brothers,  he  became 
violently  irritated,  and  declared  that  they  had  endeavored  to 
get  his  estate  before  his  death.  "  He  cannot,  therefore,"  said 
the  court,  in  their  opinion,  "be  accounted  a  free  agent  in 
making  his  will,  so  far  as  his  relatives  are  ooDcerncd,  although 
free  as  to  the  rest  of  the  world.  But  however  free  he  may 
have  been  as  to  other  objects,  the  conclusion  is  irresistible, 
that  this  peculiar  defect  of  intellect  did  infinence  his  nets  in 
making  his  will,  and  for  this  cause  it  ought  not  to  be  sustained. 
It  is  not  only  this  groundless  ha-tred  or  malice  to  his  brothers 
that  ought  to  afiect  his  will,  but  also  his  fears  of  them,  which 
he  expressed  during  his  last  illness,  conceiving  that  they  were 
attempting  to  get  away  his  estate  before  his  death,  or  that 
they  were  lying  in  wait  to  shoot  him,  while  on  other  subjects 
ha  spoke  rationally.  All  which  are  strong  evidences  of  a  de- 
rangement in  one  department  of  his  mind,  unaccountable,  in- 
deed, but  directly  influencing  and  operating  upon  the  act  which 
is  now  cljiimed  as  the  final  disposition  of  the  estate." 

The  counsel  for  the  appellants  presented  a  petition  (in  writ- 
ing) for  a  rehearing,  in  which  the  objections  to  the  doctrine  of 
partial  insanity  are  ooiistdered.  It  is  well  worthy  of  perusal, 
and  its  main  object  is  to  show  that  what  by  many  are  deemed 
delutiont  of  the  head,  may  originate  frOm  depravity  of  the 
heart.     The  court,  however,  overruled  the  petition.* 

Esquirol  relates  the  following  ease  as  occurring  in  France : 
A  respectable  individual,  forty-four  years  old,  of  large  pro- 


tuclty  Reports,  »ol.  i 


',  Moore's  lieir^^ 
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perty,  and  holding  a  very  laorative  office,  became  exceeding^ 
(Uscontented  with  the  diyision  of  some  property  made  by  Ui 
parents  daring  their  lifetime.  He  was  8ii8pi<soii8  of  all,  bat 
particularly  of  his  brothers  and  sisters.  This  soon  extended 
to  his  domestics,  whom  he  belieyed  in  a  plot  against  him.  He 
supposed  himself  surrounded  by  assassins,  and  went  constsntlj 
armed.  An  anonymous  letter  completed  bis  distracted  state. 
In  this  condition  he  made  his  will,  in  which  he  stated  his  ip- 
prehension  of  being  murdered  by  his  relatives,  domestics,  etc, 
and  left  his  property  to  several  persons  whom  be  deemed  bis 
firiends.  Shortly  after,  however,  he  revoked  several  legacies, 
because  the  individuals  had  proved  traitors  to  bim,  revealing 
his  secrets,  and  becoming  accomplices  of  bis  relatives.  In 
six  days  after  signing  a  third  codicil,  he  bung  himself,  and  in 
his  room  a  letter  was  found,  saying  that  in  consequence  of 
discovering  new  plots,  he  had  resolved  to  destroy  himsel£ 
Esquirol  was  consulted  on  the  validity  of  the  wilL  This 
ohange  had  gone  on  for  three  years,  and  was  literally  a  pau- 
phobia — a  fear  of  everybody — ^although,  on  other  subjects,  he 
had  appeared  rational.  He  did  not  doubt  the  insanity  of  the 
testator.'^ 

Eccentricity.  A  testator  himself  drew  up  bis  will,  and  bj 
it  left  a  large  fortune  to  his  housekeeper.  **  The  relatives  dis- 
puted it  on  the  ground  that  it  bore  intrinsic  evidence  of  his 
not  having  been  in  a  sane  state  of  mind.  After  having  be- 
queathed his  property,  the  deceased  directed  that  his  execo- 
tors  should  cause  some  part  of  his  bowels  to  be  converted  into 
fiddle-strings,  that  others  should  be  sublimed  into  smelling 
salts,  and  that  the  remainder  of  his  body  should  be  vitrified 
into  lenses  for  optical  purposes.  He  further  added  in  a  letter, 
'the  world  may  think  this  to  be  done  in  a  spirit  of  singularity 
or  whim;'  but  he  expressed  himself  as  having  a  mortal  aver- 
sion to  funeral  pomp,  and  wished  his  body  to  be  converted  to 
purposes  useful  to  mankind.     Sir  Herbert  Jenner,  in  giving 

♦  Annalei  d*  Hygiene,  toI.  iii.  p.  870.  A  similar  case,  where  long-con- 
tinued jealoasy  led  to  suicide,  was  tried  at  Liege  in  1802;  and  the  will  made 
under  the  influence  of  this  passion  was  annulled.  (Causes  C^lfebres  par 
M^iaa,  ToL  xiiL  p.  427.) 


MENTAL  ALIENATION. 


8G9 


jutlgment,  held  that  msanitj  was  not  proved;  the  facts  merely 
aiQoanted  to  eccentricitj,  and  on  this  ground  he  pronounced 
for  the  validity  of  the  will.  It  was  proved  that  the  deceased 
had  conducted  his  nffairs  with  great  ehrewdneBs  and  ability; 
that  he  not  only  did  not  labor  under  imbecility  of  mind,  but 
that  he  was  treated  as  a  person  of  indisputable  capacity  by 
those  with  whom  he  had  to  deal,  The  best  rule  to  guide  the 
court,  the  judge  remarked,  was  the  conduct  of  parties  toward 
the  deceased ;  and  the  acts  of  his  relatives  evinced  no  distrust 
of  his  sanity  or  capacity." 

In  this  instance,  the  testator  had  been  noted  during  life  for 
his  eccentric  habits,  and  had  actually  consulted  a  phygiciao 
upon  the  possibility  of  his  body  being  devoted  to  chemical 
experiments  after  death.* 

As  to  the  mode  of  proving  whether  an  individual  is  compe- 
tent to  make  a  will,  this,' of  course,  must  be  according  to  the 
ordinary  rules  of  evidence.  A  testator  is  always  deemed  sane 
nntil  the  contrary  is  proved ;  and  the  omu  probandi,  as  to  his 
mental  incapacity,  Hes  on  the  party  who  alleges  his  insanity. 
But  if  a  mental  derangement  has  been  proved,  it  la  then  in- 
cumbent on  the  devisee  to  show  a  lucid  interval,  or  the  sanity 
of  the  testator  at  the  time  of  executing  the  will.t 

It  may  sometimes  although  not  frequently  happen,  that  a 
will  is  required  to  be  made  by  a  person  in  apparently  his  laet 
Illness,  and  the  opinion  of  the  physician  as  to  his  capacity  is 
asked.  The  following  directioas,  with  others  already  given, 
are  here  worthy  of  attention:  Avoid  putting  leading  ques- 
tions, namely,  those  which  suggest  the  answer  yes  or  no.  Be 
not  satisfied  with  having  the  instrument  read  over  to  him,  and 
obtaining  the  assent  of  the  dying  man,  hut  require  him  to  dic- 
tate the  provisions  of  the  document.     "If  he  does  this  accu- 


*  BtitUb  and  Farcign  Med.  Reiiew.  vol.  z.  p.  138,  Murgsn  d,  Boja, 
t  Jahmaii's  Reports.  toI.  *.  p.  144.  Jackson  ex  dem.  V»n  Duian  and 
olhert  0.  Vm  Duien.  In  k  case,  howcrer,  wliwe  the  stlvsting  «ilDea»e< 
*er«  dfMDlerestfd  mediol  mvo,  sntl  gare  Bviicnce  ■Irongl;  in  fuTor  of  Ibe 
IorIbIot'b  unil7,  tbe  encUsiuiictl  court  would  not  set  aeldo  thi  will,  db 
proof  bj  inierTogatoriea,  nilhoul  pleb,  ihkl  Ihe  devesaod.  sa*eDteen  ;oim 
twfbrs,  liul  bran  tinder  an  inune  delnaion.  {IHggtai't  EixWuintlical  V*- 
porta,  Tol.  iii.  p.  3T8.    E«mble  and  Smales  v.  Churcb, ) 
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ratcljy  there  is  no  doubt  of  his  having  a  disposing  mmd."  Ii 
the  other  case,  he  may  have  assented,  although  he  did  not 
understand  the  full  purport  of  the  instroment.^ 

An  extraordinary  case  was  tried  in  1762,  in  the  king's 
bench,  in  England,  where  the  three  suryiving  witnesses  to  ^ 
testator's  will,  and  the  two  sunriving  ones  to  a  codicil  made 
four  years  subsequent  to  the  will,  and  a  dozen  servants  of  ike 
testator,  all  unanimously  swore  him  to  be  utterly  incapaUe  of 
making  a  will  or  transacting  any  other  business,  at  the  tine 
of  making  the  supposed  will  and  codicil,  or  at  any  intermefi- 
ate  time.  To  encounter  this  evidence,  the  counsel  for  the 
plaintiff  examined  several  of  the  nobility  and  principal  gentry 
of  the  County  of  Worcester,  who  frequently  and  familiarlj 
conversed  with  the  testator  during  that  whole  period,  and  some 
on  the  day  whereon  the  will  was  made;  and  also  two  eminent 
physicians  who  occasionally  attended  him,  and  who  all  stronglj 
deposed  to  the  entire  sanity,  and  more  than  ordinary  vigor  of 
the  testator.  Other  testimony,  corroborative  of  this,  was  ad- 
duced. The  validity  of  the  will  was  established,  and,  subse- 
quently, several  of  the  defendant's  witnesses  were  tried  and 
convicted  of  perjury.f 

VI.  Of  the  deaf  and  dumb;  their  capacity/  and  the  morality 

of  their  actions. 

On  this  subject  little  can  be  found  in  our  jurisprudence; 
but  the  general  rule,  deducible  from  adjudications,  both  in 
civil  and  criminal  cases,  is,  that  they  must  be  judcred  of  a^ 
cording  to  the  intelligence  and  knowledge  they  are  known  to 
possess.  A  deaf  and  dumb  person,  educated  at  the  present 
day  under  Sicard  or  Braidwood,  or  in  one  of  the  establish- 
ments of  our  own  country,  may  certainly  be  deemed  to  under- 
stand the  morality  of  actions  much  better  than  one  who  has 


*  British  and  Foreign  Med.  Renew,  toL  x.  p.  147. 

t  Sir  William  BUoketone's  ReporU,  toL  i.  p.  865.  Lowe  r.  Joliffe.  Thm 
U  a  curious  case  related  in  Sootoh  law  books,  of  a  man  obtaining  the  signa- 
ture of  a  deed  from  his  wife,  whUe  she  was  in  extreme  labor-pains.  The 
Judges  decided  that  she  was  not  at  that  time  in  the  fuU  exercise  of  her  lea- 
•onable  faculties,  and  reToked  the  deed.    Ihii  happened  in  1686. 
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never  had  that  advantage;  and  he  accordingly  would  more 
readily  be  put  in  possession  of  his  cii-il  rights,  or  be  punished 
for  any  offence  against  the  laws." 

A  person  born  deaf  and  dumb  is  competent  as  a  witness, 
provided  he  evinces  sufficient  understanding.  This  was  decided 
in  the  follovring  case: — 

At  the  Old  Bailey  January  sessions,  in  1786,  on  the  trial 
of  William  Eartlett  for  simple  grand  larceny,  John  Ruston,  a 
man  deaf  and  dumb  from  his  birth,  was  produced  as  a  wit- 
ness on  the  part  of  the  crown.  Martha  Ruston,  his  sister, 
being  examined  on  the  voir  dire,  it  appeared  thnt  she  and  her 
brother  had  been  for  a  series  of  years  enabled  to  understand 
each  other  by  means  of  certain  arbitrary  signs  and  motions, 
which  time  and  necassity  had  invented  between  them.  She 
acknowledged  that  these  signs  and  motions  were  not  signifi- 
cant of  letters,  syllables,  words,  or  sentences,  but  were  ex- 
pressive of  general  propositions  and  entire  conceptions  of  the 
mind,  and  the  subjects  of  their  conversation  had  in  general 
been  confined  to  the  domestic  concerns  and  familiar  occur- 
rences of  life.  She  believed,  however,  that  her  brother  had 
a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  tenets  of  Christianity;  and  was 
certain  that  she  could  communica.te  to  him  true  nolions  of  the 
moral  and  religious  nature  of  an  oath,  and  of  the  temporal 
dangers  of  perjury. 

It  was  objected  by  the  prisoner's  counsel,  that  although 


*  "A  peraon  born  diaf,  dumb,  ftni)  blind,  is  looked  upon  bj  tbe  taw  as  in 
the  Bame  sUte  aa  an  idiot,  he  being  supposed  incitpable  of  naj  uaderatand- 
ing.  aa  wanllag  all  thoao  aenaee  vhiuh  fumiah  Ibo  bumao  niiod  with  ideaa." 
Bui  if  heffraw  deaf,  dumb,  and  blinit,  tioi  being  bam  bo,  he  ia  deemed  non 
fonpiii  nenltt ;  and  the  aninv  rule  appline  to  him  m  Io  olher  poraons  auppoaed 
to  be  luDAiiDa.  (Blaokatone,  vol.  i.  p.  801.)  See  alao  Dyer's  Seportt,  66  a, 
ToDg  t>.  Sant. 

The  Coile  of  Jnetiniaii  appesra  to  bave  couaidored  the  deaf  and  dumb  ai 
incapable  of  reociTing  icatruotion,  and  unworibj  of  having  oiiil  rights; 
M  it  deoUrea  that  ibe]'  ahall  not  hsTe  tbe  power  to  make  any  will  or  dii- 
poaition  of  property,  or  to  free  a  alata.  (Londoo  Journal  of  Eduraiion, 
vot.  iii.  p.  2U4.)  "The  diaabilitiea  vhich  the  Romao  law  and  the  older 
oodea  of  vtvy  European  juriipradenc«  iiuposed  oo  the  deaf  and  dumb 
were  alt  (bunded  on  the  principle,  tnrdui  ttatut  ttt  mti(w  tl  plane  iadiirifU- 
nabilu,  aa  MoUnnus  has  it."  (Edinburgb  BcTiew,  lol.  IzL  p.  'il9,  Anwriou 
edition.) 
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these  modes  of  oonyeying  intelligence  might  be  capaUerf 
impressing  the  mind  with  some  simple  idesa  of  the  ezistatt 
of  a  God,  and  of  a  future  state  of  rewards  and  punishmeBts, 
yet  thej  were  utterly  incapable  of  commmiicating  any  per- 
fect notions  of  the  vast  and  complicated  system  of  the  Chn- 
tian  religion,  and  thence  the  witness  could  not  with  proprietj 
be  sworn  upon  the  holy  gospels.  The  difficulty  of  arraigniBg 
a  man  for  perjury,  whom  the  law  presumes  to  be  an  idiot,  ui 
who  is  consequently  incapable  of  being  instructed  in  the  mtm 
of  the  proceedings  against  him,  was  also  urged  against  tke 
admissibility  of  the  witness. 

But  the  court  overruled  the  objection,  and  John  Boston 
was  sworn  to  depose  ^^  the  truth ;"  and  Martha  Buston,  '^wdl 
and  truly  to  interpret  to  John  Buston,  a  witness  here  pro- 
duced in  behalf  of  the  king  against  William  Bartlett,  now  i 
prisoner  at  the  bar,  the  questions  and  demands  made  by  the 
court  to  the  said  John  Buston,  and  his  answers  made  to  than." 
The  prisoner  was  found  guilty,  and  received  sentence  of  tnss- 
portation  for  seven  years.* 

In  the  case  of  Morrison  v.  Lennard,  the  witness  had  been 
born  deaf  and  dumb.  An  interpreter  was  sworn,  who  put 
questions  to  him  by  signs  made  with  his  fingers,  and  was 
answered  in  the  same  mode.  The  interpreter  said  that  he 
spelt  every  word  to  the  witness  completely.  It  appeared  that 
the  witness  was  able  to  write. 

Chief  Justice  Best  observed :  "  I  have  been  doubting  whether, 
as  this  lad  can  write,  we  ought  not  to  make  him  write  his  an- 
swers. We  arc  bound  to  adopt  the  best  mode.  I  should  cer- 
tainly receive  the  present  mode  of  interpreting  even  in  a  capital 
case,  but  I  think  when  the  witness  can  write,  that  is  a  more 
certain  mode."t 

In  Scotland,  the  deaf  and  dumb  may  be  witnesses,  if  of 
sufficient  intelligence  to  understand  the  nature  of  an  oath. 
Thus  the  chief  witness  in  a  case  of  rape  was  deaf  and  damb, 


♦  Phimp'8  Law  of  Evidence^  p.  14.     Leach's  Cases  in  Crown  Law,  p.  455. 
t  8  Carrington  and  Payne,  p.  127.    The  Hon.  John  C.  Spencer  has  kindly 
Ttfmed  me  to  this  case. 


but  had  been  inBtnicted,  and  her  intelligence  prored  hj  an 
examination  of  her  teachers.* 

But  in  the  case  of  James  Whyte,  charged  in  April,  1842, 
at  the  circuit  court  of  justiciary  held  at  Stirling,  in  Scotland, 
with  robbery,  the  principal  witneas,  James  Shaw,  was  called, 
and  one  of  the  crown  witnesses  named  M'Farlane,  having 
been  Bwom  to  act  as  interpreter,  M'Farlane  deposed  that  he 
had  known  Shaw  from  his  earliest  years,  had  been  on  intimate 
footing  with  him,  and  was  on  that  account  able  to  communicate 
with  him  better  than  any  other  person  whom  he  knew;  that 
Shaw  was  not  born  deaf,  but  became  so  from  disease,  about  the 
age  of  seven  years ;  that  he  had  been  stono  deaf  ever  since, 
and  had  lost,  in  a  great  measure,  the  faculty  of  speech  ;  that 
he  could  talk  a  little,  but  eo  very  inarticulately  that  none  but 
those  who  were  in  the  habit  of  communicating  with  him  could 
understand  his  meaning ;  that  the  mode  of  communicating 
with  him  waa  partly  by  signs  and  partly  by  the  motion  of  the 
lips.  The  interpreter  having  been  desired  by  the  court  to 
repeat  the  oath  to  the  witness,  after  communicating  with  him, 
stated  that  though  he  believed  Shaw  to  be  naturally  honest 
and  trustworthy,  he  found  it  impossible  to  convey  to  his  mind 
any  idea  of  an  oath ;  that  the  subject  of  their  commnnicationa 
had  always  been  about  ordinary  country  matters,  and  that  as 
Shaw  bad  received  no  education  whatever;  it  was  his  decided 
opinion  thai  he  could  not  comprehend  the  obhgation  of  speak- 
ing the  truth. 

In  these  circumstances  the  court  held  that  the  witness  could 
not  be  sworn,  and  he  was  accordingly  rejected. f 

In  France,  if  the  accused  cannot  write,  some  person  inti- 
mate with  him,  is  to  be  appointed  his  interpreter.  So  also 
with  a  deaf  and  dumb  witness.  If  they  can  write,  the  inquiry 
ia  to  be  conducted  by  question  and  answer.J 

The  deaf  and  dumb  are  also  allowed  to  obtain  possession  of 
their  real  estate,  if  they  show  sufficient  understanding.  A 
female  bo  situated,  on  attaining  the  age  of  twenty-one,  applied 


*  Alison's  Practice  or  Criminal  Law  of  SeotUni],  p.  436. 

f  Lon<Ioa  and  Kilinburgb  MonLhty  Jnurnd  at  .Medicine,  Tgl.  ill.  p.  4! 

I  Code  d'tnBlruction  Criminolle,  ar"    "'"' 

Vol.  I. 
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to  Lord  Hardwicke  (1754)  For  this  purpose.  Having  pot 
questions  to  the  party  in  writing,  and  she  having  given  sec- 
Bible  answers  thereto  in  writing,  the  same  was  ordered.* 

As  to  the  marriage  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  I  find  the  fol- 
lowing occurring  before  the  snpreme  tribunal  at  Berne:  It 
appeared  that  Anne  Lathi,  the  person  in  question,  an  ex- 
ceedingly pretty  young  woman  of  twenty-five,  and  possesang 
a  fortune  of  30,000  francs,  had  been  placed  in  a  deaf  and 
dumb  institution  near  Berne,  where  she  had  received  an  excel- 
lent education.     On  her  return  home  to  Rohrbach,  her  hand 
was  demanded  by  a  M.  Brossard,  who  had  been  deaf  from 
fourteen  years  of  age,  and  had  been  employed  for  some  yean 
as  a  teacher  in  the  institution.     He  was  thirty-two  years  of 
age,  bore  an  excellent  character,  and  had  saved  some  money 
out  of  his  salary.      As  art.  31  of  the  civil  code  of  Berne 
enacts  that  deaf  and  dumb  persons  could  not  marry  witkom 
having  first  obtained  permission  from  the  tribunal,  Mdlle. 
Luthi  made  application  in  the  usual  manner,  but  was  opposed 
by  her  relations  and  by  the  commune  in  which  she  lived.   The 
grounds  of  opposition  were  that  Brossard  had  taken  an  nndne 
advantage  of  his  position  in  the  institution,  to  captivate  the 
young  girl's  afiections ;  that  it  was  to  be  feared  that  the  chil- 
dren would  labor  under  the  infirmity  of  the  parents  ;  and  that 
the  latter  could  not,  in  case  they  were  like  other  children, 
give  them  the  cares  required  for  a  good    moral  education. 
The  objections  relating  to  the  children  being  proved  bv  the 
testimony  of  medical  men  to  be  perfectly  chimerical,  and  let- 
ters being  produced  from  the  female  herself  admirably  writ- 
ten, breathing  the  utmost  afiiection  for  Brossard,  the  court 
decided  that  as  from  their  infirmity  being  mutual,  and  their 
consequent  habit  of  interchanging  ideas  by  signs,  they  were 
well  suited  to  each  other,  and  there  were  good  grounds  for 
expecting  that  the  female  would  be  happier  with  Brossard 
than  with  any  other  person,  no  just  grounds  for  opposition 
existed,  and  permission  must  accordingly   be  given   for  the 
marriage,  t 

♦  Dickenson  v.  Blisset,  1  Dickens*  Reporta,  p.  2G8.     See  also  on  this  snb- 
ject  generally,  Johnson^s  Chancery  Reports,  toL  iv.  p.  441,  Brower  r.  Fisher, 
t  AthensBum,  July  80,  1842,  p.  686. 
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As  to  criminal  cRaes,  the  follo"wing  niaj  be  cited;  A  deaf 
I  and  dumb  person  was  indicted  for  larceny  in  Massachusetts, 
and  being  sent  to  the  bar  for  his  arruigDment,  the  solicitor- 
general  suggested  to  the  court  that  he  was  dfaf  and  dumb,  bat 
that  the  evidence  would  prove  biro  of  sufficient  capacity  to  be 
I  B  proper  subject  for  a  criminal  prosecution,  and  that  be  had 
formerly  been  convicted  of  larceny,  and  be  moved  that  one 
Kelson,  then  in  court,  and  an  acquaintance  of  the  prisoner, 
Bbould  be  sworn  to  interpret  the  indictment  to  him,  as  it 
bbould  be  read  by  tbe  clerk.  The  indictment  was  accordingly 
read  by  a  sentence  at  a  time,  and  Nelson,  having  been  sworn, 
esplnlned  its  purport  to  bim,  making  signs  with  his  fingers. 
After  which  the  court  ordered  tLe  trial  to  proceed,  as  on  a 
plea  of  not  guilty.* 

A  very  curious  case  came  before  the  court  of  justiciary  in 
Scotland,  on  tbe  Ist  of  July,  1S07.  The  prisoner,  Jean  Camp- 
bell, alias  Bruce,  was  charged  with  murdering  her  child  by 
throwing  it  over  the  old  bridge  at  Glasgow.  Mr.  McNl-U,  her 
counsel,  stated  an  objection  against  her  going  to  trial,  on  the 
ground  of  her  being  deaf  and  dumb  from  her  infancy,  and 
that  he  was  totally  unable  to  get  any  information  &om  her  to 
conduct  her  defence. 

Mr.  Drumniond,  counsel  for  the  crown,  now  gave  in  a 
minute,  stating  that  he  was  satisfied  of  tbe  prisoner's  being 
deaf  and  dumb  from  her  infancy,  hut  he  offered  to  prove  that 
Bhc  waa  capable  of  distinguishing  between  right  and  wrong, 
and  was  sensible  that  pnnisbmcnt  followed  the  commission  of 
eriine. 


"  MMtoohuietta  Roporu,  vol.  xir.  p.  207.  Commonwe»llh  e,  Timothj'  HIIL 
[  A  timilikr  cose  ovoumd  al  the  Old  Baile;-.  in  1778,  One  Jodm,  being  dnf 
riaiid  dumb,  wu  indiclod  for  •leoling.  A  p«tsod,  (o  vhom  h<>  bad  been  in 
,  litv  babil  of  oomniunicaltDg  his  ideM  bj  aigns,  was  swurn  as  aa  inlGrprsltr 
~  im.  Tb«  (rial  proceeded,  aod  he  wni  o-onricied.  Ring  v.  Jones.  (Leaeli'e 
r  C.  C.  Cues,  p.  120.     Site  also  King  e.  Sieel.  ibid.,  p.  507.) 

By  ibe  law  of  Lbe  Slate  of  Ohio,  if  ■  person  slands  mure,  sjurj  ia  lo  try 

I  vbctlior  be  i*  >o  by  the  act  of  Ood,  and  if  lliejr  find  thii,  bs  is  lo  be  re- 

^aaiiiled  la  prison,  sod  aal  proceeded  agsisEt  until  be  reoa*eta.  Tlie  reviewer 

verj  properly  wke  wbat  ii  lo  bo  done  siib  a  periun  burn  deaf  and  dumb! 

(Amerioan  Qnwterly  Review,  toL  i.  p.  46.) 
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He  then  called  the  following  witnesaes: — 

Thos.  Sibbald,  keeper  of  the  jaiL  Prisoner  haa  been  two 
months  in  the  jail  of  Edinborgh;  conducted  herself  ration- 
ally; made  signs  to  the  turnkey  of  a  certain  description  when 
she  wanted  anything,  and  when  the  articles  were  brought  her 
she  seemed  satisfied;  he  has  also  seen  her  make  signs  to  her- 
self, as  if  taking  something  out  of  her  breast  and  coundDg  it 
with  her  hands ;  and  that  when  she  came  first  into  prison,  she 
clasped  her  hands  together  and  made  a  sign  as  if  something 
had  fallen  from  her  back,  and  seemed  to  indicate  distress  of 
mind;  that  he  had  seen  her  weep  while  in  prison;  and  upon 
certain  kinds  of  food  having  been  brought  to  her,  he  had  ob- 
served her  express  herself  as  if  satisfied ;  and  when  she  was 
weeping,  as  before  mentioned,  she  made  the  same  signals  as  if 
something  had  fallen  from  her  back. 

Robert  Kinniburgh,  teacher  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Insti- 
tution, deposed  that  he  had  seen  the  prisoner  once  in  the  jail 
at  Glasgow,  and  repeatedly  in  the  jail  of  Edinburgh ;  that  he 
has  had  communication  with  her  by  means  of  signs ;  in  general 
he  understood  her,  but  in  particular  instances  he  did  not ;  that 
she,  by  her  signs,  communicated  to  him   the  circumstances 
which  took  place  relative  to  her  child;  that  the  death  of  her 
child  was  altogether  accidental,  and  that,  when  it  happened, 
she  was  intoxicated ;  that  she  communicated  to  him  that,  upon 
that  occasion,  the  child  was  upon  her  back,  covered  with  her 
petticoat  and  duffle  cloak ;  and,  as  he  understood  her,  she  had 
held  them  together  upon  her  breast  with  her  hand,  while  she 
rested  the  child  upon  the  parapet  of  the  bridge,  over  which 
the  child  fell  while  she  was  in  the  act  of  putting  her  hand  in 
her  breast,  where  she  had  money,  and  which  she  was  afraid 
was  lost,  and  by  so  putting  her  hand  into  her  breast  he  under- 
stood she  had  lost  hold  of  her  child,  at  which  time  the  child 
was  asleep,  and  had  then  fallen  over  the  bridge.     She  commu- 
nicated to  the  witness  that,  before  the  act,  she  had  that  day 
drank  eight  glasses  of  spirits.     That  his  communications  with 
the  prisoner  chiefly  turned  upon  the  accident,  and  that  she 
seemed  to  understand  him  about  as  much  as  he  understood 
her,  that  is,  in  general;  but  upon  some  particular  occasions 
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the  did  not;  that  she  can  make  tbe  initial  letters  of  her  name, 
but  inverts  tbcm,  C.  J. ;  and  when  she  doca  so,  points  to  her- 
telf,  which  leads  him  to  think  that  she  understands  them ;  that 
she  makes  two  or  three  other  letters,  hut  is  not  anre  if  they 
denote  her  cKildren  or  not.  He  understood  from  her  that  she 
had  three  children,  and  that  the  one  the  accident  happened  to 
vas  one  of  them ;  that  ho  rather  suspected  that  she  was  not 
married,  as  the  children  were  to  different  indiinduala ;  that,  m 
&r  as  the  communications  could  take  place  betwixt  him  and 
the  prisoner,  she  is  a.  woman  of  strong  powers  of  mind ;  that 
nothing  appears  to  have  been  wanting,  humanly  speaking,  tO 
have  saved  her  from  the  pitch  of  depravity  she  appears  tO 
have  attained,  but  ^me  hand  to  hnve  opened  for  her  the  treB>  I 
sures  of  knowledge  in  proper  time ;  that  he  conceives  that  the 
prisoner  must  be  possessed  of  the  power  of  coDscience  in  t 
certain  degree ;  and  that  she  seems  a  woman  of  strong  natural  | 
affection  toward  her  children,  as  he  was  informed  by  persons 
at  Glasgow;  and  which  she  manifested  by  the  indignant  denial 
of  the  charges  of  haA'ing  willfully  killed  her  child,  and  her 
immediate  assertion  that  it  lost  its  life  by  accident;  as  well  u 
from  observations  he  has  made  as  to  the  state  of  mind  of  other 
imedacated  deaf  and  dumb  persons,  and  particularly  in  one 
instance,  in  the  report  of  the  institution  for  1815,  page  54;  he 
is  of  opinion  that,  if  not  blunted  by  intoxication,  these  feelings 
must  have  convinced  her  of  the  criminality  of  bereaving  her 
child  of  life.  That,  in  his  communications  with  the  prisoner, 
he  was  satisfied  she  was  sensible  of  the  criminality  of  theft, 
but  he  cannot  say  anything  aa  to  the  abstract  crimo  of  murder 
in  general;  that  she  communicated  to  the  witness  her  indig- 
nation at  the  fathers  of  the  children  for  the  way  they  used 
her,  and  one  of  whom  she  has  sometimes  represented  as  her 
husband;  that  sometimes  be  could  not  understand  whether 
■be  understood  tbe  ceremony  of  marriage  or  not,  or  sometimes 
wished  to  evade  the  questions,  or  did  not  understand  them ; 
that  he  has  seen  her  use  tbe  form  of  a  ring  as  a  token  of  mar^ 
riage ;  and  she  made  signs  that  that  had  been  taken  away  by 
the  man  aho  called  her  husband — that  is  to  say,  that  the  mar- 
I  riago  had  been  dissolved  by  him,  and  he  had  taken  another 
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wife.  That  from  what  he  saw  of  her  at  Glasgow,  as  well  ti 
what  he  observed  in  the  jail  of  Edinburgh,  he  is  conTinced  b1» 
was  aware  that  she  was  to  be  brought  at  Glasgow  before  t 
court  of  justice;  and  that  he  was  confirmed  in  this  firom  hit 
having  a  conversi^tion  with  a  woman  there,  who  seemed  to 
understand  her  signs  perfectly  well  in  general,  and  who  men- 
tioned to  him  that  she  had  made  signs  to  her  with  regard  to 
the  dress  of  the  judges;  that  he  understood  that  she  connected 
the  death  of  her  child  with  her  appearance  in  court.  (Being 
interrogated  by  the  court  whether  he  is  of  opinion  that  the 
prisoner  could  be  made  to  understand  the  question,  whether 
she  is  guilty  or  not  guilty  of  the  crime  of  which  she  is  accused?) 
answers,  that  from  the  way  in  which  he  |^ut  it,  by  asking  het 
by  signs,  whether  she  threw  her  child  over  the  bridge  or  not? 
he  thinks  she  could  plead  not  guilty  by  signs,  as  she  has 
always  communicated  to  him,  and  this  is  the  only  way  in 
which  he  can  so  put  the  question  to  her ;  but  he  has  no  idea, 
abstractly  speaking,  that  she  knows  what  a  trial  is,  but  that 
she  knows  she  is  brought  into  court  about  her  child.  That 
she  has  no  idea  of  religion,  although  he  has  seen  her  point  as 
if  to  a  Supreme  Being  above ;  and  communicates  merely  hj 
natural  signs,  but  not  upon  any  system ;  that  he  could  not 
obtain  from  her  information  where  her  supposed  husband  is, 
or  what  was  his  name;  neither  could  she  communicate  by 
natural  signs  any  particular  place,  unless  he  had  been  at  that 
place  with  her  before,  or  had  some  mark  for  it ;  and  that  she 
could  not  communicate  to  liim  about  any  person  unless  there 
was  some  sign  by  which  he  could  bring  that  individual  to  her 
recollection,  or  had  been  seen  together  in  certain  circum- 
stances ;  that,  in  referring  to  the  accident,  the  prisoner  com- 
municates that  there  was  a  baker's  boy  near  her  who  heard 
the  child  plunge  into  the  water  and  gave  the  alarm,  and  that 
upon  this  she  laid  her  hands  upon  the  ears  of  her  little  boy 
near  her,  but  for  what  purpose  he  cannot  say,  unless  to  pre- 
vent him  from  crying  out. 

Here  the  court  expressed  a  wish  to  see  Mr.  Kinniburgh  put 
the  question  to  the  witness  in  open  court,  and  she  answered  by 
ugns,  in  the  same  manner  as  he  had  described. 
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The  Lord  Justice  Clerk  tLanked  Mr.  Kianibargh  for  his 
ifttteDtion,  and  the  asaiatance  the  court  had  derived  from  bis 
trofessional  skill. 
Dr.  William  Farquharson  stated  that  be  twice  visited  the 
.prisoner  in  the  jail  of  Edinburgh;  on  the  first  occasion  alone, 
d  oil  the  second,  along  with  Mr.  Kinniburgh  and  another 
gentleman ;  that  she  fully  satisfied  him  that  she  was  not  feign- 
ling  to  bo  deaf  and  dumb ;  and  that  when  be  first  saw  her,  she 
lid  not  seem  to  understand  his  signs  so  welt  aa  after  being 
^'.Tisitcd  by  Mr.  Kinniburgh,  and  the  witness  made  that  obser- 
iTfttion  to  Mr.  Kinniburgh  himself;  that  be  had  comraunica- 
itions  the  first  time  with  her  as  to  the  loss  of  her  child,  and 
Jised  signs  in  regard  to  a  child  then  in  prison,  as  if  throwing 
jt  away ;  upon  which  she  made  the  same  signs  as  to  the  acci- 
lent,  as  she  has  now  done  to  Mr.  Kinniburgh  in  presence  of 
'(the  court ;  that  she  appeared  to  the  witness  to  know  os  little 
of  the  distinction  between  right   and  wrong  as  a  child  six 
months  old;  and  that  she  did  not  appear  to  be  conscious  of 
having  done  anything  wrong  whatever  in  regard  to  the  child; 
that  in  giving  the  above  opinion  he  has  formed  it  from  the 
/acts  of  the  prisoner  having  been  both  deaf  and  dumb,  and 
iving  received  no  education  whatever. 
John  Wood,  Esq.,  auditor  of  excise,  (who  is  deaf,  and  paiv 
tially  dumb,)  gave  in  a  written  statement  upon  oath,  mentioa- 
iog  that  he  had  visited  the  prisoner  in  prison,  and  was  of  opin- 
ion that  she  was  altogether  incapable  of  pleading  guilty  or  not 
guilty;  that  she  stated  the  circumstances  by  signs, in  the  same 
manner  she  had  done  to  the  court,  and  seemed  to  be  sensible 
1   that  punishment  would  follow  the  commission  of  a  crime.       t 
^    The  court  were  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  novel  and 
important  question,  of  which  no  precedent  appeared  in  the 
law  of  this  country,  deserved  grave  consideration,  and  every 
information  the  counsel  on  each  side  could  procure  and  fur- 
nisb.    The  court  then  ordered  informations  on  each  aide  to  be 
prepared  and  printed. 

At  a  subsequent  period  the  judges  delivered  their  opinion, 
u  follows : — 


"Lord  Hcmiand  was  of  opinion  that  the  panel  (pri 


=r) 
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WEB  not  a  fit  object  of  trial.  She  was  deaf  and  dumb  from 
her  infancy;  had  had  no  instmction  whatever;  was  nnableto 
give  information  to  her  counsel — ^to  communicate  the  names  of 
her  exculpatory  witnesses,  if  she  had  any;  and  was  unable  to 
plead  to  the  indictment  in  any  way  whatever,  except  by  cer- 
tain signs,  which  he  considered,  in  point  of  law,  to  be  no  plead- 
ing whatever. 

*' Lords  Justices  Clerk,  Gillies,  Pitmilly,  and  Beston  were  of 
a  different  opinion.  From  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Kinniburgh 
and  Mr.  Wood,  they  were  of  opinion  that  the  panel  was  doli 
capax  quoad  the  actual  crime  she  was  charged  with.  It  was 
true  that  this  was  a  new  case  in  Scotland,  but  in  England  a 
case  of  a  similar  nature  had  occurred.  One  Jones  was  ar- 
raigned at  the  Old  Bailey,  in  1778,  for  stealing  five  guineas. 
He  appeared  to  be  deaf  and  dumb.  A  jury  was  impanneled 
to  try  w^hether  he  willfully  stood  mute,  or  from  the  visitation 
of  God ;  they  returned  a  verdict  *from  the  visitation  of  God;* 
and  it  having  appeared  that  the  prisoner  had  been  in  the  use 
of  holding  conversation,  by  means  of  signs,  with  a  woman  of 
the  name  of  Fanny  Lazarus,  she  was  sworn  an  interpreter. 
He  was  tried,  convicted,  and  transported.  In  the  present  case, 
the  panel  had  described  to  Mr.  Kinniburgh  most  minutely  the 
manner  in  which  the  accident  had  happened  to  her  child;  and, 
from  the  indignant  way  in  which  she  rejected  the  assertion 
that  she  had  thrown  it  over  the  bridge,  it  was  evident  she  was 
sensible  that  to  murder  it  was  a  crime.  It  was  also  observed 
by  Lord  Reston  that  it  would  be  an  act  of  justice  toward  the 
panel  herself  to  bring  her  to  trial ;  for  if  the  court  found  she 
was  a  perfect  non-entity^  and  could  not  be  tried  for  a  crime, 
it  followed,  as  a  natural  consequence,  that  the  unhappy  woman 
would  be  confined  for  life;  whereas,  if  she  was  brought  to 
trial,  and  it  turned  out  that  the  accident  occurred  in  the  way 
she  described  it,  she  would  immediately  be  set  at  liberty.  The 
court  found  her  a  fit  object  for  trial."* 


*  The  first  part  of  this  case  I  have  taken  from  an  English  newspaper, 
and  the  opinion  of  the  judges,  from  Smith's  Forensic  Medicine,  p.  430. 
**  The  sequel  of  this  is  worthy  of  record.  The  woman  was  brought  to  the 
bar,  and  the  indictment  read  in  the  usual  form ;  the  question  was  then  put, 
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A  cnse  quite  similar  occurred  at  the  York  assizes,  in  Eog- 
I  Iftntl,  in  1831.  The  prisooer,  a  girl  deaf  and  dumb,  was  in- 
rficted  for  the  murder  of  her  infant  bastard  child.  Through 
I  tn  interpreter  she  pleaded  not  guilty.  She  was  then  asked, 
>  tiirough  the  interpreter,  if  she  desired  to  challenge  any  of  the 
P  jnrora.  The  interpreter  informed  the  court  that  he  could  not 
I  nake  her  understand  what  was  meant.  "I  cannot,"  ho  said, 
f  *^make  her  understand  anything  she  has  not  seen  before.  I 
I  tan  make  her  understand  what  she  was  brought  here  for,  but 
(  I  cannot  make  her  understand  for  what  purpose  she  now 
\  stands  in  court."  The  judge  (Parke)  impanneled  a  jury,  to 
i  tl7  whether  she  was  sane  or  not,  and  testimony  to  the  above 
I  effeet  having  been  given  by  two  witnesses,  tha  jury  were 


OttlUy  or  noi!     Mr.  McX<-il.  ihe  oouq«gI  for  the  priaoDer,  then  rose  and 

iUled  Lhat  ho  «aul<l  DDt  slloir  hit  clianl  lu  plead  to  Iho  indictment,  until  It 

eiplained  to  her  ttinl  ehe  was  at  liberljr  tu  plead  guill;  ar  ddI.     CpoB 

I  It  beioi;  fouod  Ibat  (bis  could  not  bo  doae.  the  case  was  dropped,  and  aha 

I   «u  dismissed  frain  the  bar  limptUiler.     Thus,  (hough  it  is  e^tabtl^hed  lhat 

I   kdeaf  mule  is  doli  enpai,  no  means  ha*e  jet  bean  discuTered  of  bringing 

"m  to  trial, 

'■Another  IntereBling  discuMion  took  place  last  winlor  in  (he  high  oourt 
I  9f  Justiciar;,  ai  to  whether  or  not  a  deat  mute  was  cnpnble  of  giving  eii' 
I  'flmoe.  A  rape  had  been  committed  on  a  deaf  lud  dumli  girl,  Hnd  her 
'  BTidence  was  objected  to  bj  the  counsel  for  the  prisoner,  who  argued  tb«t 
though  it  was  admitted  to  the  fullest  extent  that  alie  bod  a  perfect  idea  of 
ixiatenoe  of  a  Supreme  Being  and  a  future  Blate,  aud  thongh  she  might 
b«  perfHClIy  couTiuced  of  the  obligation  under  which  she  laj  to  apeak  the 
\  tratb,  ;et  every  one  had  as  perfect  a  knowledge  at  least  of  these  facts  and 
I  (^ligations  as  she  could  possiblj  bare,  ;et  their  testlmoii;  went  for  nothing 
.  anleesconSnned  bj  an  oalh;  and  aa  it  was  obvious  that  the  could  ddI  give 
L  an  oalb.  her  Icatimon;  must  go  for  nothing."  (Ddiilof.) 
I  The  following  extraordinary  and  untrue  statement  is  made  in  the  Foreign 
^^arterl;  KeTiew  for  Julj,  1641  (Vol.  iKiiii.  p.  SCO.) 

■■  It  was  under  Ihe  Restoration  aUo,  and  In  182Q,  in  the  anxm  of  Hadean 
d  Fillerou,  both  deaf  and  dumb  priaoners,  that  Charles  Ledru  (in  PraDoe) 
tnt  raUtd  the  question  as  to  how  fltr  the  penal  law  was  applicable  to  a  deaf 
■od  dumb  person  without  instruction.  This  medico-legal  ijuestion  waa 
treated  b;  M.  Jjedru  with  great  general  ability  and  enlarged  phyiiologteal 
views.  Boih  prisnnen  were  acquiilcd.  Mr.  Cockburn  did  not  disdain  to 
use  many  of  the  argomenls  of  M.  Ledru  In  hii  able  and  ingenious  dnfene* 
of  bnniel  MeSaughton,  at  the  Central  Criminal  Court." 

It  la  quite  suiBalent  to  add  that  the  subject  in  question  was  discussed  at 
■boTe,  with  great  abJUtj,  before  the  Soolob  courts  in  1807. 
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directed  to  inquire  whether  the  prisoner  10  sane,  not  whether 
she  is  at  this  moment  laboring  under  lunacy,  bnt  whether  she 
has  at  this  time  sufficient  reason  to  understand  the  nature  of 
this  proceeding,  so  as  to  be  able  to  conduct  her  defence  with 
discretion.    The  jury  returned  a  yerdict  that  she  was  insane.* 

At  the  court  of  assizes  of  L'Ardeche,  on  the  25th  of  August, 
1846,  Lewis  Chavanon,  aged  between  fifty-five  and  sixty  years, 
was  arraigned  for  murder.  His  countenance  was  remarkably 
expressive,  and  he  signified  by  gestures  to  the  court  that  he 
was  deaf  and  dumb.  A  near  neighbor  was  sworn  as  inter- 
preter. 

It  appeared  in  evidence  that  Chavanon  had  been  deaf  and 
dumb  from  birth ;  that  he  is,  notwithstanding,  a  man  of  intel- 
ligence, and  of  extremely  violent  temper  and  vindictive  habits, 
so  as  to  be  feared  by  many.  He  appears  particularly  to  have 
treasured  enmity  against  all  those  who  at  any  time  had  made 
purchases  from  his  father. 

A  witness  deposed  that  repeatedly  Chavanon  had  threat- 
ened to  shoot  him,  if  he  found  him  on  land  which  he  had  pur- 
chased three  years  previous  from  the  father,  and  these  threats 
deterred  him  from  further  purchases. 

M.  Billon  had  purchased,  about  four  years  ago,  from  the 
father  and  brother  of  the  criminal,  a  part  of  the  house  occu- 
pied by  them.  The  entrance  and  stairs  were  to  remain  free 
to  both.  This  sale  encountered  the  intense  displeasure  of 
Chavanon,  and  his  repeated  threats  induced  Billon  to  resell 
to  a  person  named  Trcille.  The  hatred  was  now  transferred 
to  the  new  purchaser. 

On  the  '24th  of  May,  Chavanon  encountered  Treille  on  the 
common  stairs,  and  by  shaking  his  fist  and  putting  himself  in 
the  way,  endeavored  to  prevent  his  passage  up.  Treille  re- 
pelled him  and  caused  him  to  stumble.  On  rising  he  drew  a 
pistol  from  his  pocket  and  fired  it  after  Treille,  inflicting  a 
wound  which  caused  immediate  death. 


*  Lcwin's  Crown  Circuit  Reports,  p.  65.  Case  of  Esther  Dyson.  Rex 
V.  Prichard,  (7  Carrington  and  Payne,  p.  803,)  is  a  precisely  similar  case, 
occurring  in  1H3G;  and  here  also  the  prisoner  was  fonnd  not  capable  of 
taking  his  trial.  In  this,  as  well  as  Dyson's  case,  the  prisonerB  were 
ordered  to  be  confined  in  prison  daring  the  king's  pleasure. 
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The  violent  temper  and  malignity  of  the  accused  were 
proved  even  by  his  sister.  It  appeared  also  that  he  had  for 
a  long  time  threatened  injury  to  Treille  and  to  his  wife,  so 
that  the  latter  scarcely  dared  to  pass  in  and  out  of  the  door. 

The  king's  attorney  urged  his  punishment,  on  the  ground  of 
his  superior  general  intelligence.  He  was  sentenced  to  ten 
years  imprisonment  and  to  pay  a  fine  of  1000  francs  to  the 
widow  and  children.* 

Sudden  access  of  insanity.  The  following  occurred  recently 
at  Paris.  An  engraver,  after  having  spent  twenty  years  on 
the  engraving  of  a  portrait,  took  the  proofs  to  a  publisher, 
who  had  agreed  to  purchase  the  plate.  In  the  course  of  con- 
versation, some  disparaging  observations  were  made  on  the 
work.  The  engraver  rushed  into  an  adjoining  room,  and 
dashed  his  head  violently  against  a  stone  chimney-piece,  pro- 
ducing severe  injury  to  the  head,  on  a  recovery  from  which  it 
was  found  that  his  reason  was  entirely  gone. 

It  was  long  since  remarked  by  the  celebrated  Pinel,  that 
persons  endowed  with  highly  sensitive  feelings,  might,  by  any 
sudden  or  violent  emotion,  be  immediately  deprived  of  under- 
standing. Thus  an  attack  of  insanity  may  be  caused  in  a 
moment  by  extreme  joy  or  terror.  He  gives  the  following 
curious  instances : — 

During  the  French  revolution,  an  artilleryman  proposed  to 
the  Council  of  Safety  a  new  piece  of  artillery  which  he  had 
invented,  and  which  was  to  have  the  most  deadly  effects  in 
war.  A  day  was  appointed  for  the  trial  of  this  invention  at 
Meudor,  and  Robespierre  wrote  a  letter  to  the  inventor,  and 
expressed  his  approbation  of  the  invention  in  very  flattering 
terms.  The  man  to  whom  it  was  addressed  became  motionless 
on  reading  it,  and  he  was  soon  after  sent  to  the  Bicetre,  in  a 
state  of  complete  dementia. 

About  the  same  time,  two  young  men,  brothers,  entered  the 
army,  and  during  a  bloody  action  one  of  them  was  killed  by 
the  side  of  his  brother.  The  latter  became  instantly  motion- 
less like  a  statue,  and  lost  his  reason.     He  was  conveyed  to 


*  Gazette  des  Tribunauz,  September  4,  184C. 
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his  father's  house,  and  at  the  sight  of  him,  a  third  son,  oiring 
to  the  shock  produced  bj  the  death  of  one  of  his  brothers  and 
the  insanity  of  the  other,  became  also  insane.  They  were  for 
many  years  confined  in  the  BicStre,  under  the  care  of  PineL 

There  is  a  well-known  case  related  by  Mr.  Travers,  {consti- 
tutional irritation^)  of  a  young  lady,  who  was  found  one  morn- 
ing in  a  state  of  complete  dementia,  playing  with  the  fingers 
of  a  skeleton,  which  had  been  placed  on  her  bed  the  night 
before. 

Not  long  since  there  was  reported  the  case  of  a  naval  offi- 
cer, in  the  command  of  one  of  the  ships  lately  forming  the 
squadron  off  Cork.  He  suddenly  rushed  on  deck,  ordered  the 
ship  to  be  cleared  for  action,  and  the  guns  pointed  and  fired 
on  the  town.  So  little  was  insanity  suspected,  that  his  orders 
were  about  to  be  obeyed,  when,  fortunately,  it  was  resolved  to 
delay  the  execution  until  they  were  confirmed  by  his  superior 
in  command.  It  was  found  that  this  officer  had  been  attacked 
with  mania,  the  cause  of  which  did  not  appear,  but  as  it  was 
not  brought  on  by  any  sudden  or  violent  emotion,  it  may  have 
been,  in  this  instance,  long  dormant. 

The  sudden  occurrence  of  dementia,  under  the  circumstances 
above  mentioned,  renders  it  difficult  to  suppose  that  this  form 
of  insanity  is,  in  all  cases,  necessarily  dependent  on  physical 
changes  in  the  brain.* 

There  are  several  points  connected  with  the  subject  of  men- 
tal alienation  which  properly  belong  to  medical  police.  Of 
this  nature  are  the  general  causes,  and  the  possibility  of  their 
removal;  the  treatment  the  insane  should  receive,  and  the 
care  that  the  government  should  bestow  on  their  safe  keep- 

ing.t 

*  London  Medical  Gazette,  April,  1845,  voL  xxxt.  p.  878. 

t  There  have  been  trials  of  deaf  and  dumb  persons  for  robbery  in  Paris. 
They  appear  to  have  been  uneducated,  and  were  acquitted.  (Causes  Cclc- 
bres  du  XIX.  Sircle,  toI.  It.  p.  193.)  One  of  the  cases  is  noticed  in  the 
American  Jurist,  yol.  iii.  p.  158.  [See  American  Journal  of  Insanity,  vol. 
xiii.,  October,  ISoG,  for  a  most  comprehensive  and  valuable  article  '*0n  the 
Legal  Ilights  and  Responsibilities  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,'*  by  Harrey  P. 
Peel,  LL.D.,  President  of  the  New  York  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb.] 

XND  or  YOL.  I. 


